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2nd QUARTER
WBLS-FM / 107.5 – ISSUES / PROGRAMS:  SUNDAY MORNING w/REV. AL 

SHARPTON
ISSUE:  PT. 1 – HOW CORONAVIRUS IS AFFECTING THE BLACK 

COMMUNITY

PT. 2 – TRUMP ADMINISTRATION PUSHES TO RELAX “STAY AT 
HOME” RULES

PT. 3 – HOW CORONAVIRUS WILL AFFECT VOTING

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: WEEKLY PROGRAM (SUNDAY)
TITLE: “SUNDAY’S WITH REV. AL SHARPTON”
DATE AIRED: SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2020
TIME AIRED: 09:00 AM – 10:00 AM (E.D.T.)
DURATION: 1 – HOUR (60 – MINUTES) 
TYPE: TALK SHOW/OPEN FORUM
DESCRIPTION: Rev. Al Sharpton opened today’s broadcast from his studio at 
WBLS in New York. He kicked things off by informing listeners that National 
Action Network is handing out free facemasks and has partnered with World 
Central Kitchen to feed people across the country. Rev. Sharpton continued by 
discussing recent data showing Black people are dying at a 20% higher rate than 
the rest of the population. In addition to the virus’ impact on the Black community, 
Rev. Sharpton stated that this first stimulus bill didn’t reach Black and brown 
communities—many of which have yet to receive the small business loan included in 
the first bill. Meanwhile, Donald Trump and his fellow Republicans are pushing to 
relax “stay at home” orders and demonstrators have rallied in Michigan and Texas 
to ask their governors to reopen their respective states. Before opening the phone 
lines, Rev. Sharpton also addressed a recent conversation he had with Stacey 
Abrams about establishing a mechanism for mail-in voting with return postage 
included so Americans can vote and not have to figure out how to pay the postage. 
He then said, “We’re up for the task because there’s no choice.” The first caller said 
we have the most negligent president in U.S. history, who swore to protect all 
Americans from enemies, both foreign and domestic. He continued, however, to 
highlight the fact that under Trump 22 million people have become unemployed and 
more than 39,000 dead within a span of two months. Rev. Sharpton responded by 
stating that Trump has given empowered and given air to sentiments shared by 
many Americans that didn’t know they could come out and say it. Another caller 
asked Rev. Sharpton to address the conspiracy theories going around about 
COVID-19, specifically the 5G conspiracy. While he’s familiar with the conspiracy, 
Rev. Sharpton said he did not want to come to a conclusion or publicly make a 
statement about it until he has all the facts. 
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FOLLOWING THE BREAK: Before continuing the show, Rev. Sharpton promoted 
his new book releasing this fall, but told listeners they can pre-order it this coming 
Tuesday. He then began to reengage with callers as they addressed today’s topics. 
One caller begged people to get out and vote—whatever way that may be—because 
we as a country can’t deal with this madman for another four years. He continued 
by saying that this is just the beginning of what’s to come from Trump if we vote 
him back in office. Another caller asked how the government expects people in 
metropolitan areas that are heavily reliant on public transportation to get to testing 
sites when so many of them are being set up in the suburbs. Rev. Sharpton 
responded by stated he is working with other leaders to get mobile testing sites to 
churches in inner cities.  


