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When I was Director of Programming for PBS 
Utah, I reminded myself frequently that my 
job was to evaluate and select shows with 
the needs, wants, and tastes of our viewers in 
mind, and not just things that I like. Well, as I 
no longer hold that position, I’m going to give 
myself the license to tell you about a series 
that’s returning in April that I love. Now Hear 
This from Great Performances returns for a 
new season on April 12. If you’ve never seen it 
before, it’s hosted by Mexico City Philharmonic 
chief conductor Scott Yoo and it brings classical 
music to life in a way that only PBS can. Yoo 
visits locations around the world, speaking 
to experts and revealing the creative process 
behind a range of classical music in a way that 
is fun, fresh, and accessible even to classical 
music neophytes like me. It’s a terrific example 
of our mission to provide rich, entertaining, and 
informative programming that fosters a deeper 
understanding of the world. Check it out.

April brings us even more great programs, 
including a variety of shows commemorating 
Earth Month. Planet California (April 15 at 
9:00 p.m.) is a celebration of California and 
Baja California’s wildlife and its coexistence 
with the 40 million people who call it home. In 
Changing Planet: Coral Special (April 24 at 7:00 
p.m.), Dr. M. Sanjayan investigates the urgent 

efforts to help coral reefs survive climate 
change. And one of the worst environmental 
disasters in U.S. history is revisited in Poisoned 
Ground: The Tragedy at Love Canal on 
American Experience (April 22 at 8:00 p.m.).

One more thing that you can look forward to is 
new episodes of Modern Gardner on YouTube. 
Hosted by Cynthia Stringham, Modern 
Gardener brings you informative and inspiring 
videos about gardening and landscaping in 
Utah’s unique region. You can find the show at 
youtube.com/@ModernGardener.
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Benefits of the app: 
• Instant access to 2-for-1 benefits in your 

neighborhood.
• Additional app-only savings on dining, arts, 

retail, and more.
• Travel benefits, including hotel, car rental, and 

cruise discounts.
• Search for merchants near your location when 

you’re traveling. 
• Redeem offers directly from your phone.

The PBS Utah MemberCard
is going digital!
Your membership goes even further when you use the 
MemberCard Mobile App. Scan the QR code or search 
“MemberCard” in the App Store or on Google Play. 
When activating your member benefits in the app, use 
the activation code found from your donation email — 
or if you still have your unexpired physical MemberCard 
card, use the unique code imprinted on the right side.

Donate $10/month to PBS Utah to qualify for the 
PBS Utah MemberCard. Visit pbsutah.org/donate 
to make your gift today.

DOWNLOAD THE APP

PBS Utah MemberCard
$120 annual gift / $10 monthly or more

2-for-1 and other discounts at restaurants
and venues statewide

For more information or to become a Sustaining Member,
contact PBS Utah Membership at 801-581-3284

MEMBERCARD BENEFIT FOR APRIL

Valid for one-time only. Call for more information, not valid with any other offers.

VALID FOR 

20% OFF 
DURING THE MONTH



IN 1960, WHILE TEACHING In a public school, Challenger School founder and CEO Barbara Baker 
became alarmed that her first grade students had received no academics in kindergarten, wast-
ing the best years for establishing a foundation for learning. Barbara decided to leave the comfort 
of the public schools and started her own preschool where she could teach phonics to children 
before they went to public school. “I figured that if they learned phonics in preschool, no one 
could take that away from them.”

In Barbara’s first class, there were only six paying students. Two years later the tiny preschool had 
grown to 100 half-day preschool students with 100 students waiting for admission. Today, Chal-
lenger School educates more than 10,000 students annually.

THINKING SKILLS 
Challenger School teaches students early on that they are responsible for their own learning and 
for their successes. Challenger’s emphasis on independent reasoning skills–so rarely practiced in 
today’s world–results in their students’ extraordinary academic performance.

POISE AND CONFIDENCE 
Challenger students regularly speak and perform before their peers, teachers, and parents from 
preschool on. Challenger graduates often point to these experiences as the basis for success in 
college and the workplace.

BREATHTAKING RESULTS 
Challenger students achieve scores on average well above the 90th percentile on the Iowa As-
sessments. This means that Challenger’s average student outperforms nine out of ten students 
who take that test.

Challenger School offers preschool through eighth grade and operates a total of 27 campuses in 
five western states. For a location near you, visit ChallengerSchool.com.

SPONSOR PROFILE

Business Sponsors 

American Pet Nutrition 
A Place For Mom 
AARP 
Alta Bank 
Alpine Art and Frame 
Best Friends Animal Society 
Bruce and Lynn Chone 
Challenger Schools 
Clark Planetarium 
Dairy West 
Discovery Gateway Children's Museum 
Egyptian Theatre 
Grand Canyon University 
Harmons Grocery  
Huetter Mill And Cabinet 
KUER 90.1 
Loveland Living Planet Aquarium 
McDonough Orthodontics 
Merit Medical 
Moab Springs Ranch 
My529 College Savings Plan 
Natural History Museum 
Nate Wade Subaru  
Norman and Barbara Tanner 
O.C. Tanner Jeweler 
Pioneer Theatre Company 
Red Butte Garden 
Salt Lake Film Society 
The Nature Conservancy 
Tracy Aviary 
UFirst Credit Union 
University of Utah Health Care/Sciences 
University of Utah Health Plans 
Utah Symphony/Utah Opera

Foundation Sponsors

Alan and Jeanne Hall Foundation 
American Documentary / POV 
American Public Television 
B.W. Bastian Foundation 
Bamberger-Allen Health and Education  
   Foundation 
Beesley Family Foundation 
C. Scott & Dorothy E. Watkins Foundation 
Cleone Peterson Eccles Foundation Fund 
Cultural Vision Fund  
Cumming Foundation  
Florence J. Gillmor Foundation 
Lawrence T. & Janet T. Dee Foundation 
Marie Eccles Caine Foundation-Russell Family 
The Memton Fund 
Public Broadcasting Service  
PBS SoCal  
R. Harold Burton Foundation 
Rocky Mountain Power Foundation  
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust 
Snow Christensen & Martineau Foundation  
Sorenson Legacy Foundation 
Stephen G. and Susan E. Denkers Family  
   Foundation 
Stewart Education Foundation 
WETA 
Willard L. Eccles Foundation 
WWCI

SPONSORS
The following businesses and organizations help support the programs you enjoy. To show your 
appreciation, please call, write, or thank in person the company that sponsors your favorite 
program.
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HOST LIZ ADEOLA

NEW EPISODES PREMIERING MAY 2

ADVISORY BOARD MEETINGS 
Advisory board meetings are held every other month. For the 
schedule of full board meetings, go to pbsutah.org/about/
pbsutah-advisory-board.

PROGRAM INFORMATION  
For programming inquiries, general questions about PBS 
Utah, questions about Passport, or to report reception 
problems, contact PBS Utah Viewer Services at 801-581-3064. 
Visit our website at pbsutah.org. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
To learn more about community resources and events, call 
Laura Durham: 801-585-3523. Email ldurham@pbsutah.org.

PBS UTAH INSIDERS 
To become a Patron, Directors Circle, Broadcasters Club, or 
Legacy Circle member, contact Ja'Naye Payne at 801-581-3227 
or jpayne@pbsutah.org

SEVEN  
The official program guide for PBS Utah, a nonprofit public 
television station, ©PBS Utah 2023, all rights reserved. SEVEN 
is delivered monthly to all members of PBS Utah. Membership 
is just $5 monthly as an ongoing sustaining member, or $60 
per year, which qualifies you for PBS Utah Passport. Basic 
membership is $36 per year. To join, go online at 
pbsutah.org/pledge or call 801-581-3284.

To receive SEVEN online, call 801-581-3284 or email 
membership@pbsutah.org.

PBS UTAH ADVISORY BOARD 
Executive Committee Members: Chair, Diana Suddreth;  
Vice-Chair, Jennifer Tarazon; Members: Maria O’Mara, James 
Davie, Ja’Naye Payne.  
Board Members: Justin Beene, Rainer Dahl, Kent DiFiore, Eyee 
Hsu, Dave Jones, Pamela Juliano, Al Landon, Stephenie Larsen, 
Nancy Lyon, Andrew Nelson, Hoang Nguyen, Bill Oakley, 
Darren Parry, Jennifer Tarazon, Nikki Walker, Edgar Zuniga. 
Appointed Members: James Davie, Maria O’Mara, Laura Snow. 
Legacy Members: Jess Agraz, Sheryl Allen, Bruce Cohne, Clark
Giles, Karen Hale, Ron Henriksen. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Christian Gardner, Chair; Katie Eccles, Vice-Chair; Spencer 
Eccles, Treasurer; Maria J. Garciaz, David Parkin, J. Steven 
Price, Bassam T. Salem, Glenn Seninger, Randy Shumway, Jim 
Sorenson, Taylor VanderToolen.  

PBS UTAH ADMINISTRATION
Taylor R. Randall, President; Laura Snow, Senior Advisor; Maria 
O'Mara, Executive Director, PBS Utah and KUER; James Davie, 
Station Manager; Ken Dodson, Controller; Laura Durham, 
Director of Programming and Community Engagement; 
Lisa Olken, Director of Content; Johanna Barrett, Director 
of Marketing; Ja'Naye Payne, Director of Development; Jon 
Hartog, Director of Membership;  Bill Ramsay, Director of 
Engineering.  

SEVEN STAFF
Carmina Gray, Danielle Bastian, and Johanna Barrett, writing 
& editing; Alexis Rausch and Amanda Anderson, design & 
production.

To exclude your name from any PBS Utah membership mailing list exchange with 
non-affiliated third party organizations, please contact the Member Hotline at 

801-581-3284, toll-free at 1-800-477-5833, or email at membership@pbsutah.org.

Passport features both select PBS and PBS Utah programs that allow 
station donors and supporters to watch even more episodes of their 

favorite shows. Find out more at pbsutah.org/passport.

$60 ANNUAL GIFT
$5 MONTHLY OR MORE

PUBLIC TELEVISION’S ONLINE VIDEO  
LIBRARY FOR MEMBERS
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pbsutah.org/bookclub

NEW MEDIA &
MISINFORMATION BOX


