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KEYC-TV 

TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT PERIOD JANUARY 1 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2015 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE STATION’S MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY 

ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2015 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2015. 

PROGRAM INDEX: 

 PROGRAM:    DAY:    TIME: 

• KEYC News 12 Morning   Monday-Friday   7:25; 7:55; 8:25AM 

• Regional Spotlight   Monday-Friday   8:55AM 

• KEYC News 12 Midday   Monday-Friday   12:00-12:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 5   Monday-Friday   5:00-5:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 6   Monday-Saturday  6:00-6:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 9   Monday-Friday   9:00-9:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 10   Monday-Sunday  10:00-10:30PM 

• Face the Nation    Sunday (Jan.1-Feb. 8)  10:00-10:30AM 

• Face the Nation    Sunday (After Feb. 15)  9:30-10:30AM 

• 60 Minutes    Sunday    6:00-7:00PM 

• 48 Hours    Saturday   9:00-10:00PM 

“KEYC News 12” is a regularly scheduled half-hour newscast that is locally produced.  It has a mix of 

news, weather, sports, and community issue-related feature reports.  Duration of stories listed in this 

report range from 1 to 5 minutes. 

• CBS Evening News   Monday-Friday   5:30-6:00PM 

This is a CBS produced news program featuring news, information and perspectives on the daily events 

of the nation and the world.  The program also features special features on issues and concerns of the 

nation.  These special issue oriented reports are approximately three minutes long. 

• CBS Morning News   Monday-Friday   6:30-7:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Monday-Friday   7:00-9:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Saturday   6:00-8:00AM 

This CBS produced news program features news, interviews, weather and information segments and 

feature reports on issues and concerns of the American Public.  The community issue segments usually 

are three to four minutes long. 

• CBS Sunday Morning   Sunday    8:00-9:30AM 



This CBS produced news magazine program focuses on three to four issues or entertainment oriented 

reports in each week’s program.  Many of these reports are interviews.  Each report averages ten to 

twelve minutes long. 

 

Issues/Programs List 

KEYC-TV, Mankato, Minnesota 

2015 – Q1 

 

Community Issues: 

1. Local/State Government 

2. Weather and Its Effects 

3. Local Economy and Growth 

4. Crime 

5. Healthy Lifestyles 

 

LOCAL/STATE GOVERNMENT: 

The 2014 Election season brought with it change at the state level.  The Republicans took 

control of the state House of Representatives – KEYC News 12 viewers saw when the GOP 

officially took over at the opening of the state Legislature on January 6th.  Backing up to January 

4th, KEYC News 12 interviewed local legislators to tell viewers what to expect in the 2015 

Legislative session. 

January 5th was “inauguration day” as KEYC News 12 viewers witnessed the swearing in of new 

elected officials in Blue Earth County, as well as the beginning of a 2nd term for Minnesota 

Governor Mark Dayton. 

On January 8th, a coalition of Minnesota business urged Legislators to raise the state’s gas tax to 

fund transportation projects.  On January 13th, KEYC News 12 viewers heard about what the 

proposed $800 Million would mean for local projects.  On January 17th, a Town Hall Meeting 

was held to discuss funding support services for people with disabilities.  On January 18th, 



Governor Mark Dayton unveiled his $850 Million bonding proposal.  On January 20th, the 

Legislature began working on a $12 million flood aid package, and a tax credit bill that would 

save $20 million.  On January 20th, Mankato city leaders gathered in Saint Paul to meet with 

legislative leaders and the local lawmakers for Greater Mankato Day at the Capitol.  Other bills 

KEYC News 12 informed viewers on:  Smoking in Casinos (Jan 21); Sunday Liquor Sales (Jan. 22); 

Worker Safety at the St. Peter Regional Treatment Center (Jan. 22); as well as Governor 

Dayton’s budget for the biennium, which he unveiled on January 27th.  KEYC News 12 followed 

up with a story on how that budget promises $7.2 Million to make changes on how sex 

offenders are treated. 

On February 2nd, KEYC News 12 reported on how the Minnesota State Senate voted to abolish 

the governing board of MNsure.  On February 19th, Governor Dayton was back in Mankato to 

discuss his transportation proposals and how they would benefit southern Minnesota.  On 

February 20th, KEYC News 12 reported that the city of Mankato is pushing for a $63 million sales 

tax plan.  On that same day, viewers learned about legislation that would permit a 15-day early 

voting window.  Then, on February 23rd, the Mankato city council met to address a new city-

wide sales tax, and which projects to fund.  On February 27th, the state budget forecast 

predicted a nearly $2 Billion surplus – we spoke with two area lawmakers about what projects 

could come from that surplus, and how that affects lawmakers and how they do their jobs.  A 

follow-up story on the Republican response to the issue aired on March 2nd. 

On March 11th, we reported that February revenues were $43 Million over projections.  On 

March 12th, a House panel heard testimony on legalizing silencers and allow gun permit owners 

to carry a firearm in to the Capitol. 

On March 17th, Blue Earth County Prosecutors received word that they would be seeing a 35% 

pay increase resulting from a lawsuit.  On March 24th and 27th, we heard dueling budget 

proposals from the Republicans and DFLers, respectively. 

   

WEATHER AND ITS EFFECTS: 

Southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa’s economy is very much based upon agriculture; and 

agriculture is very weather-dependent. 

 On March 19th, KEYC News 12 reported that 88% of Minnesota is in a moderate drought, which 

was a jump of 5% from the previous week.  Parts of the state that weren’t in a moderate 

drought were still considered abnormally dry.  Those statistics were from the U.S. Drought 

Monitor.  Those numbers were updated on March 24th, with Minnesota seeing 90% of the state 

placed in a moderate drought. 



The area still received some precipitation throughout the winter – blizzards closed schools and 

shut down roadways on January 4th, 7th and 8th.  The storms also stranded motorists in Lake 

Crystal at emergency shelters – we caught up with them on January 9th.  Blizzard conditions did 

the same on March 3rd.  In all of those cases, KEYC News 12 Meteorologists forecasted the 

conditions, delivered the proper warnings, and notified the public about deteriorating road 

conditions, road closures, and school closures.  The winter of 2014-15, however, didn’t deliver 

the consistent cold needed for outdoor activities on area lakes, resulting in snowmobile races 

and pond hockey tournaments to be cancelled on January 10th, January 15th, and January 31st.   

 

LOCAL ECONOMY AND GROWTH:   

The Greater Mankato economy continues to thrive.  Mankato and the Mankato Metropolitan 

Statistical Area (MSA) is continually listed among the leading areas of the state during job 

growth surveys and unemployment rates, according to statistics released by the Minnesota 

Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED).  KEYC News 12 reported the 

monthly unemployment/jobs figures on January 22nd, March 10th, and March 19th.  On January 

22nd, we reported that the Mankato MSA had added approximately 2,000 jobs over the 

previous 12 months.  We also reported on March 10th that the Mankato MSA grew jobs at a 

2.1% rate over the previous year (January statistics), and on March 19th, we reported the DEED 

February survey, which found a 1.9% gain in jobs over the previous 12 months. 

Additionally, KEYC News 12 informed its viewers on February 20th that the new Wal-Mart 

Distribution Center has begun accepting applications to start filling the expected 400 new jobs 

that will be coming to town.  Another major retailer, Fleet Farm, gave local media a tour on 

March 31st, which is when we reported that 200 new jobs were created with the store’s 

opening. As part of that story, KEYC News 12 interviewed local business experts on those jobs’ 

positive impact to the local economy. 

On January 15th, KEYC News 12 reported that longtime employer Fairmont Foods was closing its 

doors, taking with it 167 jobs in that community.  On January 16th, city officials and business 

leaders in Fairmont told KEYC News 12 viewers about the closing’s impact would have on the 

community, and how they were working to save those jobs.  However, on February 13th, KEYC 

News 12 reported that Tony Downs Foods had crafted a letter of intent to purchase the facility, 

and on February 26th, KEYC News 12 viewers learned that the purchase deal was complete.  On 

March 18th, we learned that all of those jobs would, indeed, remain in Fairmont, along with the 

Fairmont Foods name. 



The news wasn’t all good, however.  New Ulm-based Palm Beach Marinecraft announced on 

March 6th that it would be moving its operations to its Wyoming, Minnesota-based 

headquarters, taking with it approximately 50 jobs. 

KEYC News 12 Midday also hosted Greater Mankato Growth CEO Jonathan Zierdt to address 

jobs numbers and the state of the Mankato economy on January 27th, February 23rd, and March 

23rd. 

Gas prices continued to remain low; well below recent historical highs.  KEYC News 12 reported 

on January 5th that gas below the $2/gallon mark reached Mankato.  On January 19th, we 

reported that gas prices were at five year lows due to the falling price of crude oil.  On January 

29th, viewers learned that nationwide prices had held steady before ticking up a nickel – as we 

reported on February 2nd.  KEYC News 12 also gave price updates on February 23rd, March 2nd, 

March 9th, March 16th, March 23rd, and March 24th. 

CRIME:   

KEYC News 12 warned the public about ongoing scams that local residents may fall victim to.  A 

popular one around the country has become threatening phone calls from individuals posing as 

IRS agents.  They threaten arrest if money isn’t wired to them.  KEYC News 12 first brought that 

story to light on January 9th, and aired a follow-up story on February 11th as area residents 

became more involved in tax season.  Minnesota residents that use TurboTax to e-file taxes 

found problems, and of course, scam artists found a way exploit that as well.  KEYC News 12 

warned viewers about that pitfall on February 6th.  KEYC News 12 also alerted residents about 

phone calls coming from a phone number purported to be the Mankato Department of Public 

Safety. 

Rural areas can become prey for crimes of opportunity.  Unattended buildings experienced a 

rash of burglaries.  A campground in Waseca fell victim while campers were kept in storage 

unattended – that story was aired on January 6th.  Then, on March 23rd, KEYC News 12 told 

viewers about how these crimes of opportunity are becoming more of a problem in rural Blue 

Earth County.  We aired another story about a crime of opportunity with a store being 

burglarized in the small town of Nicollet on February 4th.  On that same note, on March 18th, 

KEYC News 12 brought the story of how the small town of Ceylon is asking for more police 

protection from its County Sheriff’s Department.   KEYC News 12 also went through the annual 

crime report from the City of North Mankato Police Department on March 16th.  Crimes in the 

City of North Mankato, overall, were down, with thefts from cars being the largest issue. 

A cold case dating back to 1980 was finally solved with the help of DNA from the Minnesota 

Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, giving a Texas family closure, 35 years after the discovery of 

Jane Doe in Faribault County.  KEYC News 12 detailed that story on March 17th.  Other violent 



crimes of note that KEYC News 12 informed the public on included a dangerous assault with a 

car in Saint Peter on January 19th, a sexual assault case on January 13th, and prostitution sting 

we reported on January 9th and 15th. 

 

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES: 

A diverse set of health issues was addressed by KEYC News 12 in the first quarter of 2015. 

Despite Mankato’s growth, the rest of the region is seeing an aging and declining population.  

That’s presenting a challenge in getting quality health care delivered to residents.  On February 

5th, Senator Al Franken visited the area to address the issue of delivering quality health care to 

rural communities.  Mayo Clinic Health System-Fairmont made a move to address that need by 

establishing a telemedicine practice on February 20th.  KEYC News 12 also brought word of a 

clinic re-opening in the small town of LeCenter on February 17th. 

Concussions in sports continues to be a conversation in the health and sports world.  On 

January 27th, KEYC News 12 viewers learned of a new partnership involving Mayo Clinic and a 

private company to establish better ways to detect concussions in athletes.   

The underserved and indigent populations continue to have health care needs.  On February 

6th, KEYC News 12 told viewers about “Give Kids a Smile Day” on February 6th, where children 

can receive free dental care.  The Open Door Health Clinic also serves that same population, 

and KEYC News 12 told viewers about upcoming screenings and clinics on February 27th and 

March 3rd. 

Medical Marijuana is an issue that becomes more prevalent in our area, with its legalization in 

Minnesota, KEYC News 12 told viewers on February 23rd about a registry that the state will 

keep for those who choose that as treatment, and in Iowa, a bill brought before the state 

legislature to legalize the treatment aired on March 3rd. 

Quality of health care can be an issue, and KEYC News 12 brought viewers details on a 

statewide report on Medical Errors February 26th.  The report found that the number of adverse 

medical events declined in 2014.  However, the news wasn’t so good with the state’s health 

exchange, known as MNsure.  Viewers learned on the same day that many of the problems 

with the beleaguered site hadn’t been fixed. 

Frigid weather can bring about dangers, and a cold snap brought concerns of frostbite and 

frostbite safety, which KEYC News 12 aired on February 18th.  However, a change in the weather 

can also bring a new set of health concerns, as evidenced on March 20th with the arrival of 

allergies season. 



We run health-based segments weekdays on KEYC News 12 Midday, 5pm, 9pm, and 10pm, 

which can include health tips to breaking medical news. 

 

 


