
 

 

 

 

                                                             
 

 

 

 WDKA-TV, CHANNEL 49 

 Paducah, Ky/Cape Girardeau, Mo/Harrisburg, Il 

  

 QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

  

 

What follows is a list of some of the issues of importance to the community  

responded to by WDKA-TV, Paducah, Ky., along with the most significant  

programming treatment of these issues during the period of: 

 

July 1, 2016 through September 30, 2016 

 

The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

The list is by no means exhaustive. 
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WDKA-TV 3RD QUARTER 2016 ISSUES & PROGRAMS LIST 

 

 

ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE 

 

Program:  Red Cross Blood Drive PSA 

Broadcast Date/Time:  July 18-28/various  

Length:  30 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA produced and aired a PSA promoting a Summer Blood Drive for the Red 

Cross, held on July 28th in Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  July 24/5:30am  

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Wayne Elfrink, Client Support Specialist for SADI. Mr. Elfrink 

talks about his life as a husband for 20 years and a father of three teenagers, in spite of his 

disabilities.  He discusses how he and his wife became foster parents of three young children; and 

the challenges they faced, especially after the youngest daughter faced health issues of her own. 

Mr. Elfrink talks about issues such as finding a home that is both comfortable for the family as 

well as disability-friendly, also facing obstacles when going out on trips and vacations. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Dairy Queen Miracle Treat Day 

Broadcast Date/Time:  July 25 & 27/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Greg Essner, 

manager of Dairy Queen in Jackson, Mo., to promote Miracle Treat Day on July 28th.  On that 

date, one dollar of every Blizzard treat will be donated to the Children’s Miracle Network. 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  August 14/5:30am  

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Will Richardson and Mary Meyer to discuss how disabilities can 

impact marriages and families.  Mary had been fighting multiple sclerosis for many years when 

she was diagnosed with ovarian cancer.  At the same time, Will suffers from a form of spinal 

arthritis, which requires a discipline of proper diet, medications and exercise.  The couple 

discusses how they had to consider various experimental drugs and treatments in an attempt to 

lead a normal life; and how they have had to learn how to trust and depend on each other. 
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ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE  Continued 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  August 28/5:39am 

Length:  10:43 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Ken Bateman, Chief Executive Officer of Southeast Health. Mr. 

Bateman discusses the accolades that the hospital has achieved over the last couple of years, and 

while the quality of care was superb, the hospital was having financial difficulties. Mr. Bateman 

says that part of the problem was a faulty billing system that has since been changed. He adds 

that the hospital has also begun seeking ways to lower the cost of care, without sacrificing the 

quality of care. He also advocates changes to the insurance system that would favor medical care 

providers that are able to keep their costs lower. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  September 4/5:42am 

Length:  7:33 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Victoria Moon, co-chair of the American Cancer Society 

Fundraising Gala, called “Destination Cure,” to be held at the Cape Girardeau Regional Airport 

main hangar on October 8th.  Ms. Moon discusses how the gala is held to raise support, not just 

for the patient’s medical costs; but also for other costs such as transportation and lodging.  Also 

discussed is the traveling theme of the gala, to take advantage of the airport location; as well as 

live entertainment and food provided by local chefs. 

 

 

ISSUE:  SUBSTANCE ABUSE 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  July 17/5:42am 

Length:  8:23 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Shelly Wood, Project Coordinator for EPIC (Early Prevention 

Impacts Community), in which she discusses how the program attempts to curb alcohol and 

substance abuse among teens and youth.  In particular, she discusses the EPIC Pals program 

which targets children with the state custody system, by teaming them with a shelter dog, and 

giving them the task of training the dog using positive reinforcement.  At the same time, the 

children are encouraged to use the same positive reinforcement techniques to shape their own 

lives and environment.  
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  July 10/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Jean Gooden, director of the A.P.P.L.E. Project (Applications, 

Personal Papers, Legal and Environmental Paperwork), a service which aids senior citizens, aged 

sixty and older, with legal and governmental paperwork. Ms. Gooden mentions that now that it’s 

the near the end of the year, they are especially busy helping with Medicare open enrollment. Not 

only can the project help seniors navigate the various Medicare coverage options; but the project 

personnel can advocate for seniors concerning issues such as billing or denials. Ms. Gooden also 

discusses how they are referred to seniors by organizations and businesses, such as banks who 

often refer the Apple Project to seniors who are having difficulties in maintaining their accounts.  

 

Program:  River Tales 

Broadcast Date/Time:  August 21/5:52am 

Length:  4:21 

Source:  Local 

Description:  A look at Sensory Saturdays, a program which makes it possible to help autistic 

children and their parents go to the movies. Kevin Dillon, general manager of Cape West 14 Cine 

in Cape Girardeau, Mo., explains how he was contacted by Leanne Hopper, a behavior analyst at 

the Southeast Missouri State University Autism Center. Together they developed a way to make 

the movie going experience geared toward autistic children, such as adjusting lighting and sound 

levels to more moderate levels. Mike Sciortino, founder of Ethan and Friends, and other parents 

express their appreciation for the ability to take their special-needs children to family-friendly 

movies, that otherwise would not be possible. 

 

Program:  Business Today – United Way of Southeast Missouri 

Broadcast Date/Time:  August 23 & 31/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight features an interview with Elizabeth 

Shelton, executive director of United Way of Southeast Missouri, to promote United Days of 

Caring, to be held September 9th through the 11th at Capaha Park in Cape Girardeau, Mo., a 

weekend-long event to kick off the organization’s annual community fundraising drive. 
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS  Continued 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  September 4/5:51am 

Length:  6:04 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Avon Crocker, President of the Board for the Fish Food Pantry. Ms. 

Crocker discusses who the pantry serves and how people in need can contact the group for help. 

She also discusses how the pantry receives donations, through churches, businesses and food 

drives by organizations such as the Boy and Girl Scouts, as well as private food donations. 

Because the group is totally made up of volunteers, information is also given on how people can 

call and volunteer their time and services. 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  September 11/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Kristal Berkbigler-Friese, Assistive Technology Coordinator for 

SADI (SEMO Alliance for Disability Independence), to discuss the various programs and items 

designed to help persons with disabilities, such as the “Tap for Telephone” program which helps 

provide home telephones for those who cannot use traditional telephones. She also shows 

examples of head gear which help people with limited mobility to be able to operate a computer 

by moving their head; and hunting and fishing accessories to aid outdoorsmen who may need 

help due to age or injury. Ms. Berkbigler-Friese also highlights updated equipment from the 

Wolfner Library Program, which provides audio books and magazines, now available on USB 

drives.  SADI’s “loan closet” is also discussed in which the organization accepts donations of 

used medical equipment, such as walkers and wheelchairs, that is then made available to people 

who need assistance in acquiring the items due to financial difficulties. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  September 18/5:50am 

Length:  7:36 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Derick Charles, founder and owner of SEMO Trade and Sell, an on-

line service, designed to allow local businesses and individuals sell goods and services. Since it 

was founded in 2013, the website has grown to about 10,000 users in Missouri, Illinois, 

Kentucky and Tennessee.  With the growth in users, Mr. Charles has also encouraged using the 

website to promote charitable and public service events.  Mr. Charles has personally been 

involved in fundraising events for Safe House for Women and the Southeast Missouri State 

University Autism Center. 
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS  Continued 

 

Program:  Independently Speaking 

Broadcast Date/Time:  September 25/5:30am 

Length:  28:30 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Traci Ritter, founder of Reclaim 4:23, a not-for-profit business 

designed to provide employment opportunities for individuals for disabilities.  The plan for 

Reclaim 4:23 is to accept donated items from the public, which can be repurposed by local 

artisans and sold at the business.  In doing so, Reclaim 4:23 would provide various jobs for 

disabled individuals, giving them experience and the potential to be hired elsewhere. 

 

 

ISSUE:  YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  August 7/5:50am  

Length:  7:21 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Becky Simpher, Senior Program Director for Big Brothers Big 

Sisters of Cape Girardeau, in which she discusses how the program aims to aid children in need.  

The primary goal of the program is to help pair children with positive role models that can help 

guide the child.  Ms. Simpher explains how adults can volunteer, as well as the process involved 

in becoming a Big Brother or Big Sister, and the ways they can interact with the children.  She 

also discusses the ABC Today program, which works with local schools to celebrate children 

who are succeeding, while lending help to children that are having difficulties. 

 

 

ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

 

Program:  Ag PhD 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Sundays, July 3-September 25/8:00am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndicated 

Description:  This weekly half-hour series provides information to farmers about money-making 

and money-saving ideas to make their farms more successful.  Each week, the show offers 

information on topics in which the farmer can control, such as: how to pick the proper herbicides 

and fertilizers, and how to stop crop damaging insects and diseases. 
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ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT  Continued 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  August 28/5:32am 

Length:  4:54 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Brian Tapp, Director of Outreach for the Institute for Regional 

Innovation and Entrepreneurship, whose goal is to foster small business in the Southeast 

Missouri area. The institute offers assistance by providing data, helping to develop a business 

plan and offering guidance. Mr. Tapp discusses how the members of the Institute works directly 

with the potential small business owner to not only examine the product or service they will 

offer; but also look closely at the financial resources they will have available. The Institute also 

will provide market research to help discover the potential growth of the small business. 

 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  September 18/5:41am 

Length:  6:15 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Stacy Dohogne Lane, Director of Public Relations for the Cape 

Girardeau Convention and Visitors Bureau, to discuss the 1st annual Heritage Days on September 

29th through October 2nd.  Several of the downtown historical attractions organized to create one 

event to bring to life the history of Cape Girardeau.  Some of the events include a full Victorian 

tea at the Glenn House, a “period-specific” worship service at Fort D, fireman and police 

demonstrations at the Cape River Heritage Museum, as well as various musical acts and 

storytelling programs.  Also during the event, a restored WWII era troop transport ship will be 

docked at the Riverfront Park for tours. 
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ISSUE:  RELIGION 
 

Program:  Hope Harbor Show 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Sundays, July 3-September 25/7:30am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  A half-hour religious based weekly program, produced locally by the Hope Harbor 

Church in Murray, Ky.  

 

Program:  Business Today – Cruise In Grace 

Broadcast Date/Time:  September 13 & 23/various  

Length:  2:00 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Matt Hopkins, 

from the Grace United Methodist Church in Cape Girardeau, Mo., to promote their Cruise In 

Grace event, a family-oriented block party to be held on September 24th. 

 

 

ISSUE:  EDUCATION  

 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING 

 

Program:  Dragonfly TV 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Fridays, July 1-September 9/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Made in Hollywood: Teen Edition 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, July 2-September 10/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Sports Stars of Tomorrow 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Sundays, July 3-September 4/9:30am 

                                     Sundays, July 2-September 3/6:30am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Think Big 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Mondays, July 4-September 5/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Real Life 101 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Tuesdays, July 5-September 6/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 
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ISSUE:  EDUCATION  Continued 

 

Program:  Live Life and Win 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Wednesdays, July 6-September 7/7:00am 

                                      Saturdays, July 2-September 10/5:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Animal Exploration with Jarod Miller 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Thursdays, July 7-September 8/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Ocean Mysteries 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Mondays, September 12-26/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Brain Games: Family Edition 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Tuesdays, September 13-27/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Expedition Wild 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Wednesdays, September 14-28/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Dog Town USA 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Thursdays, September 15-29/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Recipe Rehab 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Fridays, September 16-30/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Hatched 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, September 17-24/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

Program:  Teen Kids News 

Broadcast Date/Time:  Saturdays, September 17-24/7:00am 

Length:  30:00 

 

 

Description: These syndicated educational programs aired on WDKA during the third quarter of 

2016, targeting children ages 16 and under. More information on these programs can be found in 

the WDKA’s quarterly Children’s Television Programming Report, filed with the FCC. 
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ISSUE:  GOVERNMENT 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  July 17/5:32pm 

Length:  7:57 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Cape Girardeau City Manager, Scott Meyer, in which he discusses 

the impact of winter flooding on the city.  He emphasizes how, over the years, the city has made 

changes to lessen the effects of flooding, as well as continued maintenance of the downtown 

flood wall.  He says the city is also looking into how to combat flooding in the Red Star district, 

which often suffers damage.  Mr. Meyer also discusses tax issues facing the city, including a tax 

bill to continue collecting taxes on vehicles purchased outside the state, as well as plans for 

making changes in how business taxes are calculated. 

 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 

Broadcast Date/Time:  September 4/5:30am 

Length:  7:47 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Interview with Dwayne Hahs, mayor of Jackson, Mo., who discusses several issues 

facing the city, such as street upgrades, including the building of a roundabout at the intersection 

of Main and Hope Streets. Also discussed are potential upgrades to the city’s waste water system, 

and partnering with Cape Girardeau, Mo., to better develop land for future retail business growth.  

 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

 

The following miscellaneous items aired on WDKA during the second quarter.  While not fitting 

into one of the previous listed issues, they did provide information of a public service nature to 

the viewers. 

 

Program:  Event Center 

Broadcast Date/Time:  July 1-September 30/various 

Length:  30 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA produced and aired a weekly community calendar promoting various 

community events by local non-profit organizations and groups. 

 

Program:  Humane Society of Southeast Missouri PSAs 

Broadcast Date/Time:  July 1-September 30/various 

Length:  30 sec 

Source:  Local 

Description:  WDKA aired locally produced promotional announcements to support efforts of the 

Humane Society of Southeast Missouri, in Cape Girardeau, Mo. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS  Continued 

 

Program:  River Tales 

Broadcast Date/Time:  July 31/5:51am 

Length:  6:01 

Source:  Local 

Description:  Tony Rushing, student athlete at Southeast Missouri State University, discusses 

how he became involved in track and field in high school, although he didn’t consider himself 

much of an athlete.  Once he moved up to the university level, he continued and began to receive 

comments from others that he was an inspiration to become more physically active.  This 

inspired him to become more involved in charity marathon events; and when his friend, Matt 

Schellingerhout, was diagnosed with cancer, he started a fundraising campaign in which he 

pledged to run one mile for every dollar raised. 

 

 

Program:  River Tales 

Broadcast Date/Time:  August 21/5:40am 

Length:  4:29 

Source:  Local 

Description:  A picturesque look at the flora and fauna of the Mingo Wildlife Refuge in 

Southeast Missouri. Mingo Park Ranger, Peter Rea, explains how the wetland area was originally 

an abandoned river channel after the Mississippi River changed course centuries earlier. Native 

Americans and early settlers prized the area for its rich diversity of wildlife and resources. In the 

early 20th century, several attempts were made to clear and drain the land for agricultural 

purposes. In 1944, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service set aside 22,000 acres to become a wildlife 

refuge. Not only has the refuge become a sanctuary for wildlife and migratory birds; but it offers 

a glimpse at how the area looked centuries earlier. 

 

 

Program:  A Nation’s Story: The Opening of the National Museum of African American 

  History & Culture 

Broadcast Date/Time:  September 29/6:30am 

Length:  30:00 

Source:  Syndication 

Description:  A half-hour special to commemorate the opening of the newest addition to the 

Smithsonian Institution, the National Museum of African American History and Culture, which 

opened September 24th.  The special highlighted the exhibits and stories of the people behind 

them, the design on the museum and the people involved in the creation of the museum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


