AMERICANS FOR TAX REFORM

Grover (. 2N orqust Presdent

The Honerable Michael Powel
Chatrman

Federal Communications Commission
443 12" Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

June 1. 2004
Dear Chairman Powell;

On behalf of Americans for Tux Reform. [am writing to express my concern about the FCC's proposed ruling in
the Golden Globes proceeding. 1 am not so troubled by the specific goal of the proceeding -- to prevent the use of
certain language from broadcast twievision and radio —~ but by the danger that in its efforts toward this goal, the

Commission has proposed an ambiguous, onerous and unworkable standard for the broadcast industry.

In the Golder Glebes ruling, the FCC proposes 10 ban a whole new category of content characterized as “profane”
language. which is further defined as “blasphemous™ or “vuigar.” If implemented. this rule would subject
companies in the broadcast indusiries to substantial fines, or even foss of broadcast licenses. for failing to adhere to
an ill-defined standard. The standards for blasphemy vary widely among religions, but one need not look far to
find a phrase that, while common and accepted for most, constitutes blasphemy among some religion somewhere.

Vulgarity is equally difficult to define, as it is a subjective determination, and generally a function of/personal
taste. In the absence of some more specific guideline, the standard would seem to compel broadcasters to refrain
from programming that anyone might consider vulgar; this would leave out much programming that'many or most
people enjoy. More likely, the standard would be impiemented by a trial-and-etror process of broadcasters trying
to navigate a minefield of fines and sanctions in an effort to flesh ow what the standard for vulgarity is.

To be sure, there are constitutional issues involved with such broad restrictions of speech over the airwaves; ATR
will leave it to others to argue those. However, we would assert that the regulated community has aright to a
clear, workable and appropriately narrow regulatory standard, particularly when the relevant enforcement
mechanism can affect not only thetr bottom line. but the licenses which allow them to operate. The standard put
forth in the Golden Globes ruling is not such a standard.

Instead. the FCC should come back with clearer and more specific standard which defines precisely what language
15 and is not acceptable on broadcast airwaves.

Sincerely,

Damon Ansell
Chief of Staff

(C¢: The Honorable Kevin Martin
The Honorable Kathleen Abernathy

1920 L Street NW o Suite 200 » Washington DC 20036
Phone (202) 785-0266 » Fax (202) 785-0261 » www.atr.org
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United States first-class mail/m the following parties:

F. William LeBeau Robert R. Sparks. Jr.
National Broadcasting Company. Inc. Christopher T. Craig
1299 Pennsyivania Avenue. N.W. Herge. Sparks & Christopher. LLP
Suite 1100 6862 Elm Street
Washington, DC 20004-1109 Suite 360
McLean, VA 22101
Parents Television Council KALB-TV
707 Wilshire Boulevard #2075 Media General Communications, Inc.
L.os Angeles, CA 90017 333 East Franklin Street

Richmond. VA 23219

KARE(TV) Howard M. Liberman
Multimedia Holdings Corporation Counsel to KARK-TV

79350 Yones Branch Drive Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
McLean, VA 22107 1500 K Street, N.W,

Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 2005-1209

KATVITV) Howard M. Liberman
KATV.LLC Counsel to KBTV-TV

P.0O. Box 77 Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Little Rock. AR 72203 1500 K Street, N.W.

Suite 1100
Washington. D.C. 2005-1209

KCBDETV)Y KCEN-TV

Libee. Inc. Channel 6. Inc.

639 Isbell Road P.O. Box 6103

#3504 17 South Third Street

Reno. NV 89309 Temple. TX 76303



RONC-TV
RS Television Statons. Inc.
2000 K Street. NW

HITIA

Washington. DC 20006

KETK-TV

KETK Licensee L.P.

Shaw Pittman (K.R. Schmeltzer)
2300 N Street, NW

Washington, DC 20037

KFOR-TV

New York Times Management Sves.

Corp. Center |
2202 NW Shore Blvd.. #370
Tampa. FL. 33607

KHAS-TV

Greater Nebraska Television, Inc.
6475 Osborne Drive West
Hastings, NE 69801

KKCO(TV)

Eagle 11 Broadcasting, LLC
2325 Interstate Avenue
Grand Junction, CO 81305

KNSD(TV)

Station Venture Operations. LP
c/o NBC, Inc.

tith Fleor

1299 Pennsvivania Avenue, NW
Washington. DC 20004

KOB-TV
KOB-TV,LLC

3415 University Avenue
ATTN: L. Welring

St. Paul. MN 35114

-

KORA-TY

KORA Hearst-Argvie Television. Inc.
%88 Seventh Avenue

New York. NY 10106

KFDM-TV

Freedom Broadcasting of Texas, Inc.
P.O. Box 7128

Beaumont, TX 77706

KGW(TV)

King Broadcastung Company
400 South Record Street
Dailas, TX 75202

KING-TV

King Broadcasting Company
400 South Record Street
Dallas, TX 753202

KNBC(TV)

NBC Subsidiary (KNBC-TV), Inc.
Ms. Diane Zipursky

1299 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20004

KOAA-TV
Sangre de Cristo Communications. Inc.
2200 Seventh Avenue
Pueblo. CO 81005

KPNX(TV)

Multimedia Holdings Corporation
7950 Jones Branch Drive
Mclean. VA 22107



RPRC-TY

Post-Newsweek Sttions, Houston, LP
S181 Southwest Freewav

Houston, TX 77074

KRIS-TV

KVOA Communications. Inc.
409 South Staples Street
Corpus Chnisti, TX 73401

KSBW{TV)
KSBW Hearst-Argvie Television. inc
388 Seventh Avenue

New York. NY 10106

KSHB-TV

Scripps Howard Broadeasting Company
312 Walnut Street

Cincinnat, OH 43202

KTEN({TV)

Channel 49 Acquisition Corporation
P.0. Box 349

Hampton. VA 23669

KTIV(TV)

KTIV Television. Inc.
3135 Flovd Boulevard
Sioux Citv, [A 51105

KWES-TV

Midessa Television Company
P.O. Box 60150

Midland. TX 79711

Lad

Howard M. Libermuan
Counsel for KRBC-TY
Drinker Biddle & Remh LLP
1500 K Street, NOW.

Suite 1160

Washington. D.C. 20051200

Howard M., Liberman
Counsel for KSAN-TV
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
1300 K Street, N.W.

Suite 1100

Washington, D.C. 2005-1209

KSDK-TV

Multimedia KSDE.L Inc,
/o Gannett Co.. Ing.
7950 Jones Branch Drive
Mclean VA 22107

Howard M. Liberman
Counsel for KSNE(TV}
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
500 K Street. NJW.

Suite 1100

Washington, D.C. Z005-1209

KTGHTV)

MMM License LLC

900 Laskin Road

Virginia Beach, VA 1345]

KUSA-TV

Muliimedia Holdings Corporation
¢/o Gannett Co.

7650 Jones Branch Drive
McLean. VA 22107

KWWILITV)

Raycom America. Inc.
RSA Tower, 20th Floor
201 Monroe Street
Montgomery. AL 36104



KXAS-TY

Stauoen Venture

Station Venture Operations. LP
c/o NBC Inc.

Hih Floor

1299 Pennsvivania Avenue, NW
Washington. DC 20604

WANE-TV

Indiana Broadcasting, LLC
4 Richmond Square
Providence. RI 02906

WBBH-TV

Waterman Broadeasting Corp. of Flonda
3719 Central Avenue

Fort Mvers, FL 33901

Howard M. Liberman
Counsel WBRE-TV

Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
1500 K Street, NW.

Suite 1100

Washington. D.C. 2005-1209

WONC-TV
WONC-TV, Inc.

4060 South Record Street
Dallas. TX 75202

WCYRB-TV

Appalachian Broadcasting Corp.
101 Lee Street

Bristol, VA 24201

WDSULTV)

New Orleans Hearst-Argvle Television. Inc.

888 Seventh Avenue
New York. NY 10106

KYTVITV)

KY3. Inc.

990 West Sunshine Street
Springfield. MO 63807

WAVE(TV)
Libco. Inc.

639 Isbell Road
#3190

Reno. NV 893049

WBOY-TV

West Virginia Media Hoidings, LL.C
P.O. Box 11848

Charleston. WV 25339

WCAU(TV)

NBC Subsidiary (WCAU-TV), Inc.
10 Monument Road

Bala Cynwyd. PA 19004

WCSH(TV)

Pacific & Southern Co., Inc.
¢/o Gannett Co.

7950 Jones Branch Drive
McLean, VA 22107

WDIV-TV

Post-Newsweek Stations, Michigan. Inc.
550 West Lafavette Blvd.

Detroit. M1 48226

WESH(TV)

Orlando Hearst-Argyle Television, Inc.
888 Seventh Avenue

New York. NY 10106



WHIE(TVS
Libcao. Ine.

639 Ishkell Road
#390

Reno. NV 893509

WEMI-TV

WIEFMI Television. inc.
¢/o Shaw Pittman, LLP
2300 N Street, NW
Washington. DC 206037

WHDH-TV

WHDH-TV Government Center
7 Bulfinch Place

Boston, MA (2114

WHO-TV

New York Times Management Sves.

Corporate Center |
2202 NW Shore Bivd.. #370
Tampa, FL. 33607

WIAR(TV)

Outlet Broadcasting, Inc.
23 Kenney Drive
Cranston, R1 02920

WRKYC-TV

WKYC-TV, Inc.

¢/o Gannett Co.

7950 Jones Branch Drive
McLean, VA 22107

WMAQ-TV

NBC Subsidiary (WMAQ-TV). Inc.
1299 Pennsvivania Avenue. NW
Washington. DC 20004

L

WEFLA-TV

Media General Communications, ne.
333 East Frankdin Street

Richmond, VA 23219

WOALTVY

WGAL Hearst-Argyle Televiston. Inc.
888 Seventh Avenue

New York. NY 10106

WHEC-TV

WHEC-TV. LLC

¢/o Hubbard Broadcasting, Inc.
3415 University Avenue

St. Paui, MN 353114

WILX-TV

Gray MidAmerica TV Licensee Corp.
500 American Road

Lansing. MI 48911

WIFW-TV

Northland Television. Inc.
P.O. Box 838
Rhinelander, W1 34301

WLWT(TV)

Ohio/Oklahoma Hearst-Argyle TV. Inc.
P.O. Box 1800

Raleigh, NC 27602

WMC-TV

Ravcom America. Inc.
RSA Tower. 20th Floor
201 Monroe Street
Montgomerv. AL 36104



WMEFE-TV WMGTITV)

Community Communications. Inc. [ ndurance Broadeasung, LLC
F1516 E. Colomial Drive ¢/o Dan Smith
Ortande, FL 32817 104 North Main Street

Stillwater. MN 23082

WMTV(TV) WNBC(TV)

Gray Midamerica TV Licensee Corp. National Broadcasting Company. Inc.
615 Forward Drive 30 Rocketeller Plaza

Madison, WI 53711 New York, NY 10112

WNDU-TV WNYT(TV)

Michigan Telecasting Corp. WNYT-TV.LLC

P.O. Box 1616 ¢/o Hubbard Broadcasting. Inc.
South Bend., IN 46634 34135 University Avenue

St Paul, MN 35114

WOAI(TV) WOOD-TV
CCB Texas Licenses, L.P. Wood License Company, LLC
P.O. Box 2641 120 College Avenue. S.E.
San Antonio, Texas 78299-2641 Grand Rapids, MI 49503
WOWT-TV WPMKTV)
Gray MidAmerica TV Licensee Corp. (lear Channel Broadcasting Licenses, Inc.
3501 Farnam Street 2625 South Memorial Drive
Omaha, NE 68131 H2A
Tulsa. OK 74129
WPXHTV) WRC-TV
WPXI-TV Holdings. Inc. NBC Subsidiary (WRC-TV). Inc.
3993 Howard Hughes Parkway 1299 Pennsyivania Avenue. N.W,
£#250 Washington, DC 20004
Las Vegas, NV 89109
WRCB-TV WRIC-TV
900 Whitehall Road Young Broadcasting of Richmond. Inc.
Chattanooga, TN 37405 301 Arboretum Place

Richmond. VA 23236

WSAV-TV WSAZ-TV

Media General Communications. Inc. Emmis Television License Corporation
333 East Franklin Street 3500 West Olive Avenue

Richmond. VA 23219 #300

Burbank. CA 91303
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WSFA-TY
Liberty Corporation
oA

i2F Delano Ave.
Montgomery, AL 36103

WTHR(TV)

YVideolndiana. Inc.

OO0 North Meridian Street
indianapolts, IN 46204

WVLA(TY)

Knight Broadeasting of Baton Rouge Lic. Corp.
700 St. John Street

#301

Latayvette. LA 70301

WWBT(TV)

Jefferson-Pilot Communications Co. of VA
P.O. Box 12

Richmond. VA 23218

WXIA-TV

Gannet Georgla. LP

c/o Gannett Co., Inc.
7950 Jones Branch Drive
MecLean. VA 22107

Jonathan D. Blake

Kurt Wimmer

Amy . Levine

Covington & Burling

1201 Pennsvlvania Avenue. N.W.
Washington. D.C. 2004-2401

Lonna M. Thompson

Vice President and General Counsel
Andrew D, Cotlar

Assistant General Counsel

Association of Public Television Stations
666 Eleventh Street. NJW,

Suite 1100

Washington. D.C. 20001

WEMV-TV

Meredith Corp.. Television Stations
1716 Locust Street

Des Moines. LA 30309

WIMILTV

Journal Broadcast Corporation
13353 S, Vailey View Boulevard
Las Vegas, NV 89102

WVIM-TV

Birmingham Broadeasting (WVTM-TV), LLC
c/o G

1269 Pennsylvania Avenue. NJW.
Washington, DC 20004-1109

WWLP(TV)

WWLP Broadcasung. L1.C
4 Richmond Square
Providence. R1 02906

WYFF(TV}

WYFET Hearst-Argyle Television, Inc.
8§88 Seventh Avenue

New York. NY 10106

Kathleen A. Kirby

Wiley Rein & Fielding LLP
1776 K Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20006

Susan Erbury Reardon
Executive Vice President and General Counsel

Community Television of Southern California
(KCET)

4401 Sunset Boulevard
Los Angeles. CA 90027



Lisa Lindstrom Delanes

Vice President and General Counsel
WETA

2775 South Quiney Street
Ariington. VA 222406

Joshua C. Nathan

Vice President. General Counsel and Secretary
Educational Broadcasting Corperation D/B/A
Thirteen WNET New York

450 West 35rd Street

New York. NY 10001

Margaret Berry

General Counsel & Corporate Secretary
RQED. nc.

2601 Mariposa Street

San Francisco, CA 94110

I-ric Brass

Corporate Counsel

WGBH Educational Foundation
125 Western Avenue

Boston, MA 02134

Randy Lebedoff

Vice President and General Counsel
Twin Cites Public Television. Inc.
172 East Fourth Street

Saint Paul. MN 35101

Patrick DD. Maines. President
Richard T. Kaplar. Vice President
The Media instituie

Suite 1130

1800 North Kent Street
Arlington. VA 22209

Rurt Wimmer

Amy L. Levine

Covington & Burling

1201 Pennsyivania Avenue, N W,
Washington. D.C. 2004-2401

Monica Reisner
General Counsel
KCTS Television
401 Mercer Street
Seattle. WA 98109

Katherine Lauderdale

Senior Vice President and General Counsel
Kristine DeBry

Senior Counsel & Director of Legislative and
Regulatory Aftairs

Public Broadcasting Service

1320 Braddock Place

Alexandria, VA 222314-1698

Kristin Ingram

Attorney

Oregon Public Broadcasting
7140 S.W. Macadam Avenue
Portland. OR 97219-3099

Jonathan Rintels

Executive Director

Peggy Charren

Member. CCVM Board of Advisors
Center for Creative Voices in Media
1220 L Street, N.W.

Suite 100-494

Washington, D.C. 20003

David Tilloson

Law Office of David Tillotson

4606 Charleston Terrace, N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20007-1911



Robert W. Peters Robert Comn-Revere

Paui J. McGeady Ronald G. Lendon

Morality In Media. Inc. Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
475 Riverside Drive 1500 K Street. MW

Sutig 239 Suite 450

New York, NY 10113 \’v’ashing{{m,_ D.C. 20005-1272
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