
Below are the top ten issues of concern for our community for the time period of April 1- June 30, 2018.  

Enclosed is a listing of programs and news stories produced and broadcast that address these concerns 

and issues. 

 

 

Issues Report 

April 1- June 30, 2018 

 

Crime  

Economy 

Education 

Entertainment 

Environment 

Gun Control 

Health and Wellness 

Immigration 

Politics 

Science & Technology 

  



Crime 

April 13, 2018/Capital Report 

While state lawmakers made changes this legislative session to improve gun safety following the school 

shooting in Parkland, local governments are more limited in the steps they can take. Regan McCarthy 

reports a number of cities and counties are pushing for more legal leeway to increase firearm safety. 

(28:58) 

June 28, 2018/Perspectives 

Preventing a Local Opioid Crisis 

In contrast to some other places, the Tallahassee area isn’t seeing widespread opioid addiction.  But to 

keep that relatively good situation from getting worse, a coalition of groups has joined in a well-

coordinated preventive initiative.  To discuss that effort: Ellen Piekalkiewicz with the Florida State 

University College of Social Work; Captain Ed Cook, Criminal Investigations and Homeland Security 

Division supervisor with the Leon County Sheriff’s Department; Jordan Cowart with DISC Village; and 

Mike Watkins from Big Bend Community Based Care. (51:01) 

Economy 

April 6, 2018/Capital Report 

Governor Rick Scott signed off on an $88.7 billion budget plan for the upcoming fiscal year quicker than 

many expected. But, that hasn’t prevented the nonprofit organization TaxWatch from releasing their 

annual Budget Turkey Watch Report. The group says it sees some troubling trends. Andrew Quintana 

reports. (28:58) 

May 16, 2018/Super Spot 

Democratic gubernatorial candidate Chris King has entered the television ad market. He’s the last of his 

competitors to do so. Ryan Dailey reports King went after Florida’s politicians whose committees accept 

millions from the sugar industry. (1:49) 

Education 

May 1, 2018/Super Spot 

The Florida Supreme Court will take up a long running lawsuit over public school funding. Lynn Hatter 

reports the lawsuit began in 2009 and has made its way through the courts, spanned two governors, 

multiple education commissioners, and three house and senate leaders. (2:34) 

June 1, 2018/Capital Report 



The Education Estimating Conference takes a detailed look at factors that will influence enrollment, for 

better or worse, in Florida’s public schools. Ryan Dailey reports, at its most recent meeting, the 

committee found the state’s scholarship programs will have the biggest impact. (28:58) 

Entertainment 

May 3, 2018/Perspectives 

Tallahassee Ballet Company 

Since 1972, the Capital City has had a ballet company, dedicated to not only performance, but also to 

the education of aspiring young dancers.  To talk about the Company and give a preview of its upcoming 

performance of selections from Swan Lake and other ballets, are: Janet Pichard, Chief Executive Officer 

of The Tallahassee Ballet; Tyrone Brooks, Tallahassee Ballet Artistic Director; Tallahassee Ballet 

Choreographer Kathryn Karrh Cashin; Shelby Kennerly Augustyniak, president of the Tallahassee Ballet’s 

board of directors; and Jorge Arceo, Tallahassee Ballet Principal Dancer. (52:09) 

May 17, 2018/Perspectives 

Florida Animation Festival 

Tallahassee’s All-Saints Cinema near Railroad Square is the site for this year’s Florida Animation Festival, 

June 14-17.  To provide an event preview as well as a spirited discussion of cinematic animation past, 

present and future are: Co-founder and current President/Executive Director of the Tallahassee Film 

Society John Fraser; freelance computer animator Keith Osborn; Kris Petersen, vice president of Digital 

Media Services at The Pod; and Jonathan Stone and Tom Mikota from the Florida State University Film 

School. (50:52) 

Environment 

April 26, 2018/Perspectives 

Greenways and Trails 

The Capital Region’s growing network of trails for hiking and biking will soon include the Coastal Trail 

paralleling Hwy. 98 through Wakulla County.  To talk about that, and the state’s overall trail initiative 

are: Dale Allen, president of the Florida Greenways & Trails Foundation; John Sewell with Kimley-Horn, 

lead transportation consultant for the Capital City to the Sea trails project; Sheree Keeler with Wakulla 

County; the Florida Department of Transportation’s Jim Wood; and Jack Kostrzewa with the Capital 

Region Transportation Planning Agency. (50:59) 

June 11, 2018/All Things Considered 

All Tech Considered: How Solar Power Is Changing The Lives Of Some In The Philippines  (04:10) 

Gun Control 



April 20, 2018/Depth 

The need for gun reform is top of mind for the four Democratic candidates running for Governor. Sascha 

Cordner followed some of the discussion during their first televised debate. (28:58) 

May 2, 2018/SuperSpot 

Leon County Schools says a handful of middle school students participated in a national school walkout 

Wednesday, this time in support of the Second Amendment. Ryan Dailey reports the district treated the 

walkout in the same manner as those held last week to call for more stringent gun laws. (28:58) 

Health and Wellness 

April 20, 2018/Depth 

One of the immediate issues following a natural disaster like a hurricane, is ensuring healthcare systems 
were up and running. Power outages following 2016’s Hurricane Hermine and last year’s Hurricane Irma 
left some of Florida’s most vulernable citizens even more so. The situation turned deadly at a South 
Florida nursing home last year. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation recently released a report 
showing many states are lagging when it comes to providing healthcare services following natural 
disasters. WFSU’s Lynn Hatter spoke with the University of Kentucky’s Glen Mays, who directed the 
National Health Security Index. (4:31)  

May 11, 2018/Perspectives 

Hunger in the Capital City 

The latest figures indicate Leon County ranks number three statewide when it comes to the percentage 
of households experiencing chronic hunger.  But there are many community responses underway to 
alleviate that need.  Involved in this discussion are: Mary Dekle, director of development with Second 
Harvest of the Big Bend; Miaisha Mitchell, co-founder of the Tallahassee Food Network; Laurye Messer 
and Tracy Ippolito, volunteers with the Full Summer program that provides summertime sustenance to 
families that rely on the public schools’ breakfast and lunch programs; and Candace Gautney and Kat 
Spradlin who are associated with the National Honor Society at Godby High School, the site for this 
year’s Full Summer event on June 2. (51:11) 

Immigration 

June 1, 2018/All Things Considered 

Protesters Across The U.S. Decry Policy Of Separating Immigrant Families (3:45) 

June 22, 2018/Capital Report 

On Tuesday, U.S. Senator Bill Nelson and Florida Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz were 

denied entry into a federal detention facility in Homestead that is housing an estimated one thousand 

minors who were separated from their parents at the U.S. border. Less than 24 hours later, President 

Trump signed an executive order ending his administration’s family separation policy, which – until that 

point – he had adamantly denied even existed. As WGCU’s Rachel Iacovone (YAH-ku-VOAN-ee) reports, 



the end of the policy separating children from their families IN THE FUTURE doesn’t necessarily mean 

the REUNIFICATION of those already-separated families now. (28:58) 

 

 

 

Politics 

April 6, 2018/Capital Report 

Days after Attorney General Pam Bondi filed an appeal of District Judge Mark Walker’s ruling the 
Clemency Board must overhaul Florida’s voting rights restoration process for felons, Bondi and Gov. Rick 
Scott are unflinching in defense of their position. Ryan Dailey has more.    (28:58) 

May 9, 2018/Super Spot 

After teasing a big announcement for this week, Florida House Speaker Richard Corcoran revealed 
Wednesday he won’t be joining the race for Governor. Ryan Dailey reports Corcoran is instead throwing 
his support behind Agriculture Commissioner Adam Putnam. (1:11) 

 

 

Science & Technology 

May 7, 2018/Super Spot 

A new partnership forged between Tallahassee Memorial HealthCare and Jacksonville-based Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital is billed as an expansion of pediatric emergency services. Ryan Dailey reports 
technology like telemedicine plays a role. (1:10)  

June 4, 2018/All Things Considered 

Toyota's V-2-V Technology Would Allow Cars To Talk To Each Other On The Highway (3:55) 

 


