
Below are the top ten issues of concern for our community for the time period of October 1- December 

31, 2017.  Enclosed is a listing of programs and news stories produced and broadcast that address these 

concerns and issues. 

 

 

Issues Report 

October 1- December 31, 2017 

 

Crime  

Economy 

Education 

Entertainment 

Environment 

Health and Wellness 

Healthcare 

Politics 

Race & Ethnicity 

Science & Technology 

  



Crime 

October 2, 2017/Super Spot 

Florida officials are expressing their condolences at the loss of life during the latest worst mass shooting 

in modern American history. As Sascha Cordner reports, Sunday night’s Las Vegas Shooting has left at 

least 58 people dead and more than 500 injured. (1:28) 

November 9, 2017/Perspectives 

The Capital City’s Top Law Enforcers 

In recent months, Tallahassee and Leon County’s crime rates have become the subject of breathless 

media coverage.  But both Tallahassee Police Chief Michael DeLeo and Leon County Sheriff Walt McNeil 

agree the raw numbers can be misleading.  Also discussed during the program, law officer training, 

crime-fighting technology and crime prevention measures. (50:59) 

Economy 

October 20, 2017/Capital Report 

After spiking last year, worker’s compensation rates in Florida are set to decline.  But Nick Evans reports 

some labor organizations contend the decrease doesn’t go far enough. (28:58) 

November 16, 2017/Perspectives 

Tallahassee Startup Week 

The Capital City was a whirlwind of seminars, workshops, community forums and networking events this 

week, all involving the area’s newest do-it-yourself businesses.  To talk about the ever-improving 

environment for these enterprises in Tallahassee are:  Darryl Jones, deputy director for Minority and 

Women Small Business Enterprise at the Office for Economic Vitality; David Brightbill, founder of Making 

Awesome, the community workshop for arts and tech makers; Brian Wyatt, president and CEO of 

BEZGraphiz; J.R. Sims, FSU student and director of Startup Grind; Samantha Strickland, CEO of The Pod; 

and Susan Fiorito, director of the Jim Moran School of Entrepreneurship. (50:58) 

Education 

October 16, 2017/Super Spot 

The Jefferson County School District has gone through a tremendous amount of downsizing this year. 

Lynn Hatter reports on its transition to the state’s first charter school district. (2:18) 

December 22, 2017/Capital Report 



Florida universities don’t always have the resources to help students with mental illnesses.  Addressing 

those matters is a serious problem faced by institutions of higher learning.  They’re expected to play a 

big role in identifying symptoms and helping individuals get better.  Florida Public Radio’s Victoria Weler 

spoke to a student who feels her school offered help during a difficult time. (29:02) 

Entertainment 

October 6, 2017/Depth 

One of the Capital City’s most popular musical groups is calling it quits.  Tom Flanigan reports the Sarah 

Mac Band will be breaking up at the end of the year. (04:16) 

November 8, 2017/Depth 

A spectacular – and somewhat unconventional - performer is coming to the Monticello Opera House this 

Friday.  Tom Flanigan reports he’s a master of blending Middle Eastern and Western beats into what’s 

been described as a “blizzard of sound.” (2:55) 

Environment 

October 26, 2017/Perspectives 

Oyster Revival 

The old ways of oystering are just about over in the Gulf waters off North Florida.  But new methods of 

cultivating oysters could mean new generations of men and women making their livelihood from the 

water.  To talk about it:  Rob Olin, chairman and CEO of the Panacea Oyster Co-op; Bob Ballard, 

executive director of Tallahassee Community College’s Wakulla Environmental Institute; Leo Lovel, old-

time seafood harvester and owner of the Spring Creek Restaurant; and first-generation oyster rancher 

Cainnon Gregg. (51:07) 

November 24, 2017/Depth 

The impacts of hurricanes on people are well documented, and can scar communities for years. But the 

ecological effects of storms aren’t as obvious. Kate Payne brings us this report as we approach the end 

of the 2017 hurricane season. 

Health & Wellness 

October 6, 2017/Capital Report 

The medical marijuana company Surterra is urging state health regulators to take steps to allow edible 

cannabis treatments.  But Nick Evans reports the roll out for those rules could still be far off on the 

horizon. 

December 13, 2017/Super Spot 



A coalition of hospitals says Florida’s efforts to address a projected doctor shortage are working. A study 

finds expanding the state’s residency programs will help keep doctors where they’re needed. Kate Payne 

reports. (2:17) 

Healthcare 

October 28, 2017/Weekend Edition Saturday 

With Federal Funds Cut, Others Must Lead Health Insurance Sign-Up Efforts (3:28)  

November 26, 2017/All Things Considered Weekend 

Under ACA, Self-Employed Father Can't Buy Coverage For His Child With Cancer (7:02) 

 

Politics 

October 20, 2017/Perspectives 

Local Government Home Rule 

In recent years, Florida’s Legislature, as well as lawmakers in several other states, have begun chipping 
away at the autonomy and self-determination of cities, counties and school districts.  To talk about that 
trend and what it means for those local governments and the citizens they serve area:  Third District 
Florida Senator Bill Montford; Tallahassee City Commissioner Gil Ziffer; and Leon County Commissioner 
Brian Desloge. (51:01) 

October 27, 2017/Capital Report 

Florida lawmakers are grappling with where one person’s rights end and another’s begin as debates 
over a texting while driving bill turn emotional. Regan McCarthy has more.... (28:58) 

Race & Ethnicity 

October 12, 2017/Perspectives 

Conversations About Race 

In the course of the next few months, residents of Florida’s Capital City will have lots of opportunities to 
speak openly and honestly about race relations and other matters that divide us as a civil society.  To 
talk about these multiple discussions are:  Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum, one of the originators of 
the “Longest Table” series of community conversations; Village Square Executive Director Liz Joyner; 
Florida A&M University Theater Professor Chris Berry; and Southern Shakespeare Company Education 
Director Phil Croton. (50:59) 

November 20, 2017/All Things Considered 

Native American Students Fight Discrimination By Celebrating Their Heritage (3:36) 

 



 

Science & Technology 

October 28, 2017/Weekend Edition Saturday 

'Hidden No More': Encouraging Girls To Pursue STEM (4:15)  

November 2, 2017/Morning Edition 

AP: 'Digital Hit List' Provides Evidence Of Hackers' Links To Kremlin 

 (3:20) 

 


