
Below are the top ten issues of concern for our community for the time period of January 1- March 31, 

2019.  Enclosed is a listing of programs and news stories produced and broadcast that address these 

concerns and issues. 

 

 

Issues Report 

January 1- March 31, 2019 

 

Crime  

Economy 

Education 

Entertainment 

Environment 

Gun Control 

Health and Wellness 

Natural Disasters 

Politics 

Science & Technology 

  



Crime 

January 3, 2019/Perspectives 

Human Trafficking 

Florida remains with the third highest incidence of human trafficking in the country, and the number of 

cases keeps rising.  Our panel talks about ways to detect human trafficking in everyday interactions and 

what various organizations are doing to fight this scourge.  On the panel: Susan Turner, co-owner of 

Food Glorious Food, SURVIVE AND THRIVE ADVOCACY CENTER Board member; Vania Llovera, Assistant 

Director, FSU Center for the Advancement of Human Rights, STAC Board member, Big Bend Coalition 

Against Human Trafficking co-chair, Social Services Committee; Geoff Luebkemann, Sr. VP, Florida 

Restaurant and Lodging Association; and ROBIN HASSLER THOMPSON Executive Director of The Survive 

and Thrive Advocacy Center (STAC). do you create a community that will be a great place to live for the 

majority of its residents?  Simply make it the best place it can be for young people aged 8 and older folks 

aged 80.  That’s the premise of the “8-80 Cities” concept, being advocated by a Toronto-based non-

profit urban planning organization.  Gil Penarosa with that group has been meeting with multiple people 

in Tallahassee to discuss that idea this week and appears on Perspectives, along with: Cynthia Solomon 

Barber, assistant city manager for Community Engagement and Public Safety with the City of 

Tallahassee; Ben Pingree, director of PLACE with the City and County; Christic Henry, longtime 

neighborhood organizer and advocate; and Lindsey Magura, project manager with North American 

Properties, a major developer in Tallahassee. (50:54) 

January 25, 2019/Capital Report 

Authorities have confirmed the name of a fourth woman killed during that attack.  The Highlands County 

Sheriff's Office said in a Facebook post Friday that 31-year-old Jessica Eileen Noreen Montague of Avon 

Park died Wednesday at the SunTrust branch in Sebring. Montague was one of four bank employees 

killed, along with one customer. Sheriff's Office spokesman Scott Dressel said a fifth bank employee was 

in a back breakroom when the attack began. He said the employee ran out a back door after hearing 

gunshots and also contacted law enforcement.  Stephanie Colombini visited Sebring and says the people 

there never thought this could happen to them. (28:58) 

Economy 

February 1, 2019/Spot 

Florida Chief Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis is floating the possibility of using money from a settlement 

over the 2010 BP Oil Spill as leverage to help North Florida recover from one of the strongest Hurricanes 

in a generation. Lynn Hatter reports the discussion comes as the region called Florida’s Forgotten Coast, 

faces a recovery that could take a decade. Or more. (3:37) 

March 20, 2019/Morning Edition 

Disney Closes On $71 Billion Acquisition Of Fox's Entertainment Business (3:32) 



Education 

February 14, 2019/Perspectives 

School Safety in the Wake of Parkland 

On this first anniversary of the mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, our 

Perspectives panel takes a look at how the Leon County School District has responded as well as what 

the future of local school safety may look like.  Talking about the issues: John Hunkiar, chief of security 

and safety for Leon County schools; Jim Russell, retired as major at the Florida State University Police 

Department; and Kate Kile, Tallahassee-based member of the Florida chapter of Moms Demand Action 

for Gun Sense. (50:53) 

February 22, 2019/Capital Report 

The former Florida governor who signed the state’s Prepaid College Program into law in the 1980s 

insists it’s still one of the best ways to keep higher education costs affordable. (28:58)  

Entertainment 

February 18, 2019/Depth 

Is it possible to ever get completely "away from it all?"  Tom Flanigan says a celebrated writer who's 

visiting Tallahassee this week poses that question in her latest book. (3:51) 

March 7, 2019/Perspectives 

A Month of Irish Celebration 

The Tallahassee Irish Society returns its St. Patrick’s Day Festival to its traditional home at Midtown’s 

Lake Ella on Saturday, March 16.  Society President John Terrel presents a preview of the day-long gala.  

Meanwhile, the Irish Repertory Theatre presents a series of performances of Irish playwright Oscar 

Wilde’s “The Importance of Being Earnest” at Tallahassee’s Goodwood Museum and Gardens.  The 

Theatre’s Jim McMurtry and Lanny Thomas discuss the play and its amazing relevance to modern 

American audiences, while Goodwood Co-Executive Director Dr. Nancy Morgan shares the latest 

developments at this historic Tallahassee treasure. (50:52) 

Environment 

January 20, 2019/Weekend Edition Sunday 

A Mountaineer Writes A Firsthand Report From The World's Melting Glaciers (6:32) 

March 28, 2019/Perspectives 

Citizen Scientists 



The 3-part PSB Nature special “American Spring” will be aired on WFSU-TV and on Facebook Live April 

29-May 1.  In anticipation of that and multiple local events connected to the program and the larger 

promotion of “citizen scientists” to help with environmental research, we speak with: Nature Executive 

Producer Fred Kaufman; Rob Diaz de Villegas, ecology producer with WFSU Public Media; Peter 

Keinhenz with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; and Rebecca Means, director of 

the Coastal Plains Institute. (50:26) 

Gun Control 

January 4, 2019/Capital Report 

In the coming session, Florida’s Legislature will consider a bill aiming to eliminate “gun-free zones” on 

college campuses. Ryan Dailey reports for state lawmakers, the issue has come up before. (28:58) 

January 8, 2019/All Things Considered 

House Democrats Pledge Passage Of Expanded Gun Background Checks Bill (2:58) 

Health and Wellness 

January 24, 2019/Perspectives 

Using a fuzzy puppy or a favorite song as therapeutic tools may seem unconventional – or even 
downright strange – but solid research shows that these can be part of effective treatments for any 
number of conditions affecting young and old alike.  Representing the Tallahassee Memorial Animal 
Therapy Program are:  READ Coordinator Lauralee Mitchell; and Animal Therapy Coordinator Savannah 
LeFors; from the TMH Music Therapy Program, Director Brittany Rosado; and TMH Cancer Center Music 
Therapy Director Manny Carvajal. (50:52) 

January 25, 2018/Depth 

Tallahassee area mental health providers and crisis organizations are banding together to host a 
community conversation on youth suicide next week.  Tom Flanigan reports the Capital City, with its 
large student population, is more susceptible to this tragedy than many other cities its size. (4:22)  

Natural Disasters 

February 7, 2019/SuperSpot 

As Florida bee keepers battle colony collapse, hurricane damage and pesticides one lawmaker is looking 
for solutions…in the form of a license plate. Regan McCarthy has more… (2:02) 

March 27, 2019/Morning Edition 

Wildflowers Return To Malibu's Parklands Months After Wildfire (1:31) 

 

 



 

Politics 

February 21, 2019/Perspectives 

Tallahassee Mayor John Dailey 

Just 100 days into his first term, Mayor Dailey tackles the issues of Southside and Frenchtown 
development, infrastructure improvements, workforce creation, a sustainable energy commitment, and 
a host of other topics. (50:52)  

March 29, 2019/Capital Report 

A measure moving through Florida’s House and Senate looks to add student immunization records to 
the Department of Health’s existing database. Ryan Dailey reports amendments to the bill would let 
parents opt out of being listed on the registry, but critics are still skeptical on whether their privacy is 
protected. 

Mental health has been a frequent topic at the capital following more tragic news from Parkland. Two 
students who survived last year's Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School massacre took their own lives 
over the past two weeks. The Tampa Bay Times/Miami Herald bureau reports that while the Legislature 
allocated $69 million for student mental health after the tragedy, almost none of it went to suicide 
prevention. But as Margie Menzel reports, some lawmakers have begun to study prevention programs. 

Florida has multiple ways to change the state’s constitution.  But Regan McCarthy and Shawn Mulcahy 
say lawmakers seem determined to change the rules of the game when it comes to future modifications 
of Florida’s foundational document. 

Lawmakers are off for the weekend and Gina Jordan gives us some insights on what might happen when 
they reconvene. 

Last year President Donald Trump announced he would open more of the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Atlantic to offshore oil and gas exploration. Florida responded by seeking a waiver from the policy. 
Voters responded too—by passing a ban on offshore drilling in state waters. Yet, advocates for offshore 
drilling, along with the group Explore Offshore, remain undeterred. Lynn Hatter spoke with former VA 
Secretary Jim Nicolson and the Florida Petroleum Council’s David Mica about the nation’s energy future, 
and why they believe offshore drilling should be on the table.  (28:58) 

 

Science & Technology 

February 15, 2019/Capital Report 

Thursday’s joint meeting of the Florida House Judiciary Committee and Criminal Justice Subcommittee 
brought up questions about the logistics of implementing Florida’s new Amendment 4. Ryan Dailey 
reports election supervisors still have questions. 

After Florida’s Constitution Revision Commission bundled its proposals on the November ballot—often 
linking seemingly unrelated items, like indoor vaping and offshore drilling—lawmakers want some 



changes. Regan McCarthy reports on two bills. One would limit the commission to making single subject 
proposals and the other would get rid of the board completely. 

As Florida lawmakers grapple with changes to the state’s medical marijuana rules, others are 
questioning how hemp fits into the picture. Hemp is a marijuana plant, but is low in THC—meaning it 
doesn’t get people high. Instead, people say the CBD from the plant can have significant health benefits. 
But the two products come plants that look and smell the same—making regulation and enforcement 
difficult and leaving hemp use and sales in something of a legal grey area.      Florida Public Radio’s Blaise 
Gainey spoke with Cannabis legal expert Michael Minardi and Alex Petrick who manages Natural Life, a 
shop in Tallahassee that sells CBD products. 

Jim Murdaugh, the president of Tallahassee Community College, will be spending a lot of time at the 
Florida Capitol over the next few months.  That’s because he’s the top governmental advocate for the 
state’s twenty-eight colleges and he shared his Session outlook with Tom Flanigan. 

One year after the Parkland massacre that left 17 dead, and many more wounded, pain and grief 
clouded the usually-cheery Valentine’s Day. Communities across the state took a moment to remember 
the lives lost. But Shawn Mulcahy reports advocates also made their voices heard once again. We want 
to express our deepest appreciation to member stations WLRN in Miami and WGCU in Fort Myers for 
their sonic contributions to this report. 

This evening at 9 public television stations across Florida will air an award-winning documentary called 
"Resilience: The Biology of Stress and the Science of Hope." It's being shown partly to honor the victims 
and survivors of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas tragedy. And it's partly an attempt to prevent violence 
and other trauma from metastasizing into mental or physical illness. Margie Menzel reports. (28:58) 

March 2, 2019/Weekend Edition Saturday 

Military Seeks Tech Talent In New Ways (4:44) 

 


