
Below are the top ten issues of concern for our community for the time period of October 1- December 

31, 2018.  Enclosed is a listing of programs and news stories produced and broadcast that address these 

concerns and issues. 

 

 

Issues Report 

October 1- December 31, 2018 

 

Crime  

Economy 

Education 

Entertainment 

Environment 

Gun Control 

Health and Wellness 

Natural Disasters 

Politics 

Science & Technology 

  



Crime 

November 28, 2018/SuperSpot 

Researchers at the University of Miami’s Gordon Center are unveiling a new protocol for active shooter 

situations. Shawn Mulcahy reports Tallahassee first responders are some of the first to receive this 

groundbreaking training. (2:28) 

December 10, 2018/SuperSpot 

A Tallahassee woman accused of orchestrating the murder and cover-up of her ex-husband goes on trial 

this week. Lynn Hatter reports Jury selection is underway and arguments are expected to begin 

Wednesday. (3:06) 

Economy 

October 4, 2018/Perspectives 

Millions of dollars in renovations are underway at the Tallahassee International Airport -- as more 

travelers are staying in town to catch their flights. Airport leaders credit the city’s non-stop service to 

Washington, DC and the economy for an increase in passenger traffic. Tallahassee offers three carriers – 

American, Delta, and Silver Airways. Might more be coming? Gina Jordan sat down with interim director 

of aviation David Pollard to talk about improvements and ask some nagging questions about 

Tallahassee’s airport. (50:50) 

November 9, 2018/All Things Considered 

The 401(k) Turns 40: How A Small Provision Had Such A Large Impact (3:40) 

Education 

October 5, 2018/Depth 

Fundraising began this week for a state-sanctioned scholarship program that helps victims of bullying 

and other mistreatment at school.  The Hope Scholarship program is part of a sweeping education law 

passed by the Florida Legislature last March and signed by Governor Rick Scott.  Gina Jordan reports the 

program applies to students in Kindergarten through 12th grade. (3:34) 

December 7, 2018/Capital Report 

Governor-elect Ron DeSantis has chosen fellow Republican and Former Florida House Speaker Richard 

Corcoran to head the State Department of Education. Ryan Dailey reports Florida’s Board of Education 

will vote on whether or not Corcoran gets the job later this month. (28:58)  

Entertainment 



November 13, 2018/Morning Edition 

A True Believer Remembers Stan Lee (3:51) 

December 7, 2018/Capital Report 

Florida’s share of film and TV productions is waning as the state no longer offers tax credits for the 

industry.  A new analysis finds Florida lawmakers may have good reason to reconsider those incentives. 

Florida Public Radio’s Gina Jordan tells us the report suggests Florida will have to step up if it wants to 

compete for billions of show business dollars. (28:58) 

Environment 

October 23, 2018/Morning Edition 

Another Storm Victim - Pecan Groves In Southwest Georgia (2:26) 

November 30, 2018/Depth 

A new front in the ongoing battle between Everglades restoration and Florida’s sugar industry has 

opened up. This time, it’s over a planned water reservoir south of Lake Okeechobee. Environmentalists 

are suing to block an extension of sugar leases they say could delay construction. Lynn Hatter has more. 

(4:38) 

Gun Control 

October 24, 2018/Morning Edition 

D.C.'s Aggressive Confiscation Of Illegal Guns Leaves Residents Feeling Targeted (5:48) 

December 7, 2018/Spot 

Lawmakers and gun rights advocates are squabbling over who should have control of Florida’s 

concealed weapons permits. Internal reports from the Agriculture Department and an official review 

have highlighted problems with the current system. Shawn Mulcahy reports. (3:24) 

Health and Wellness 

October 2, 2018/Super spot 

It’s an undeniably true statement that “people have to eat.” And Tom Flanigan reports, in Tallahassee, 
the simple act of eating out will benefit a local cancer treatment center throughout the month of 
October, which is “Breast Cancer Awareness Month.” (2:38)  

November 13, 2018/Depth 

Despite advancements in both modern medicine and public attitudes, Tom Flanigan reports epilepsy still 
afflicts many thousands of people and remains misunderstood by millions (4:09)  



Natural Disasters 

October 19, 2018/Capital Report 

Counties ravaged by Hurricane Michael are trying to rebuild, with many still waiting for power. Ryan 
Dailey recently went to Liberty and Calhoun counties, neighboring areas both dealing with their own 
challenges. 

Florida and the U.S. continue to grapple with the aftermath of Hurricane Michael. Orlando-based 
economic analyst Hank Fishkind says that, along with the storm's devastating human toll, there also will 
be a significant and long-lasting financial impact. Fishkind says Michael will be one of the ten most costly 
hurricanes on record. Economists at Moody’s Analytics estimate Michael’s financial toll at $15 to $21 
billion (B) dollars, but Fishkind tells WMFE’s Nicole Darden Creston why he thinks the numbers 
ultimately will be higher. (28:57) 

December 6, 2018/SuperSpot 

Two months after Hurricane Michael slammed into North Florida levelling communities from the coast 

to South Georgia, areas continue struggling to get back up and running. The Rebuild850 campaign is 

trying to keep that recovery in the forefront to make sure the area often known as the forgotten coast, 

isn’t this time. Lynn Hatter has more. (2:27) 

 

 

 

Politics 

October 16, 2018/Perspectives 

Political Perspectives: General Election – Tallahassee City Commission Seat Four (Mayor) 

The two finalist candidates for Tallahassee Mayor, John Dailey and Dustin Daniels, talk about their 
particular approaches to economic development, income inequality, workforce development, crime, 
City Hall ethics and much more. (72:07)  

November 9, 2018/Capital Report 

It seemed as though the tight race for U.S. Senate was a done deal on Election Night.  Governor Rick 
Scott was out to unseat incumbent Senator Bill Nelson.  WGCU’s Rachel Iacovone (yah-ku-VOAN-ee) was 
at the presumptive victor’s watch party. 

Certainly Florida’s U.S. Senate contest isn’t the only bone of contention. On Election Day, Andrew Gillum 
narrowly lost his bid to be the first black governor in the state’s history, as well as being the first 
Democratic governor in two decades.  WLRN’s Jessica Bakeman spent the last few days of the campaign 
with Gillum supporters in Tallahassee. 



About two-hundred people crowded into a North Fort Myers restaurant on Tuesday night to support 
two Republican candidates at an election watch party.  WCGU’s Andrea (AHN-dray-uh) Perdomo was 
there, too. 

Regan McCarthy and Ryan Dailey talk with Tom Flanigan about the latest developments as three 
statewide races seem headed for a recount amidst accusations of fraud and competing lawsuits. 

For the last couple of years, scientists and divers in South Florida have been watching as a new disease 
has been spreading along Florida reefs.  It’s a water-borne pathogen that kills stony corals.  They’re the 
big ones that serve as the foundation for the reefs.  Scientists don’t know what caused the outbreak, but 
they DO know that the number of different kinds of corals it attacks – and the rate they’re dying from it 
– is unprecedented.  But so is the response.  WLRN’s Nancy Klingener talked to Andy Bruckner from the 
Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary about what scientists are doing – and what anyone who dives 
can do – to help. (28:58) 

 

 

Science & Technology 

October 8, 2018/All Things Considered 

All Tech Considered: How Good - And How Secure - Is Facial Recognition Technology? (3:47) 

November 16, 2018/Ted Radio Hour 

Simone Giertz: What Can Making Useless Robots Teach Us About Joy? (10:45) 

 


