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April 1, 2019 

For Bay County in Northwest Florida, the week got off to not-such-a-great start over the weekend.  As Lynn Hatter 

reports, a wildfire, accelerated by thousands of tons of trees downed by Hurricane Michael back in October, 

scorched more than six-hundred acres. And far worse may be on the way. 

Governor Ron DeSantis is tapping a doctor from the University of Florida to lead the state Department of Health. 

Shawn Mulcahy reports DeSantis is looking to continue the fight against opioid addiction. 

In 2017 the legislature decided to give greater incentives to charter schools to provide options for students in low-

performing traditional schools. Today an attempt to expand where those “Schools of Hope” could open up was 

approved in the House. Blaise Gainey reports. 

A year out from the 2020 U.S. Census, some Florida Democratic lawmakers are hoping to see changes to the form. 

Ryan Dailey reports those lawmakers are also calling for a question concerning citizenship be scrubbed from the 

census form. 

Florida lawmakers want to educate students about human trafficking and child abuse. Casey Chapter tells us more. 

Five years ago, a new coral disease was found right off of downtown Miami. It has now spread through the Florida 

reef tract, from Martin County down past Key West. WLRN's Nancy Klingener reports, scientists are taking 

unprecedented measures to make sure some coral survives, at least in captivity. 

With the lawmaking session heading into its second half, the urgency is building for lawmakers to start locking in 

their respective versions of the budget and address other outstanding issues as we hear from Gina Jordan. 

Hurricane Michael played havoc with the number of students attending many of the institutions of higher learning 

located within the storm’s sprawling footprint.  Now, as Gabrielle Bolden tells us, state lawmakers might be able to 

boost enrollment by offering discounted tuition to out-of-state students. (28:58) 

 

April 2, 2019 

The Senate Education Committee advanced a has advanced a bill to explore what it calls “intellectual freedom” on 

college campuses, drawing the most debate of any item at its meeting. Ryan Dailey reports other measures had an 

easier time being pushed through the committee Tuesday. 

It seems education wasn’t the only priority on the minds of Florida’s state senators today. 

After initially being stalled, the Senate has started moving a House healthcare priority bill. The measure eliminates 

a requirement that hospitals show there’s a need in a community before being built. But as Lynn Hatter reports, it 

preserves the requirement for other types of healthcare facilities. 



Florida lawmakers want to make sure the power stays on even in the face of major storms and hurricanes. A bill 

moving in the legislature would help utilities burry more power lines underground, but as Regan McCarthy reports 

Floridians will have to pay. 

While low-THC cannabis or hemp is available in stores, Florida Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried says it’s not 

legal …. Yet. Legislation proposed in both Chambers would change that. Tuesday the House bill passed its second 

committee. Blaise Gainey has the details. 

State lawmakers are considering legislation that would ban so-called sanctuary cities in Florida. The measure 

would require local governments to comply with ICE detention requests and to repeal sanctuary policies. The 

measure would require local governments to comply with ICE detention requests and to repeal sanctuary policies. 

Meanwhile, another immigration-related bill ISN’T gaining much traction. That bill would require businesses to 

check the immigration status of new hires via a tool called “e-Verify.” That tool would use an electronic federal 

database. On the last Florida Roundup, host Melissa Ross spoke about these bill with reporters Ana Ceballos (seh-

BAH-yos) and Samantha Gross. We hear first from Ceballos talking about the sanctuary city bill. 

That was an excerpt from last Friday’s (March 29, 2019) episode of The Florida Roundup. You heard from reporter 

Ana Ceballos with News Service of Florida and state government reporter Samantha Gross with The Miami 

Herald/Tampa Bay Times bureau in Tallahassee. 

Money matters will dominate a good deal of the discussion at the Florida Capitol tomorrow as we hear from Gina 

Jordan. 

It’s Child Abuse Prevention Week and Tom Flanigan reports Governor Ron DeSantis is recognizing the observance 

with a number of initiatives. (28:58) 

 

April 3, 2019 

A measure that would require minors to receive parental consent before getting an abortion cleared its second 

House committee Wednesday [today]. Shawn Mulcahy has the story. 

Florida’s elections once again made headlines last year amid several hotly-contested races. Now the state house 

and senate are pushing bills to change the process for the future.  Blaise Gainey has more. 

Ryan Dailey has been following the somewhat parallel – but still different – budget discussions in both legislative 

chambers.  He gives Tom Flanigan a progress report as the time approaches for reconciliation. 

As the legislative session continues in the Florida capitol, advocates question if lawmakers are putting climate 

change at the forefront of issues. Kevin Del Orbe [del-Or-bay] reports has more. 

Florida lawmakers hope to fill a teaching shortage by making it easier for people to become teachers. Lynn Hatter 

has that. 

Gina Jordan hits the expected highlights coming up at the Capitol. 

Lawmakers say residents should have a chance to trim and take down damaged trees before hurricanes do. Regan 

McCarthy reports. (28:58) 



 

April 4, 2019 

Governor Ron DeSantis’ pick to head the Agency for Healthcare Administration, Mary Mayhew, passed her first 

Senate confirmation hearing Thursday. Ryan Dailey reports Mayhew briefly oversaw Medicaid for the Trump 

administration, and was over the program in Maine for seven years prior. Some Senators grilled Mayhew on her 

noted opposition to Medicaid. 

When voters approve amendments to Florida’s constitution, lawmakers sometimes have to pass legislation that 

would actually implement the change.  This session, lawmakers are attempting to implement last year’s 

Amendment 4 that allows certain felons the right to vote after completing their sentence. But some insist the 

amendment is self-enacting and therefore requires no implementing legislation.  Both sides in that argument 

squared off during Thursday’s bill hearing.  Blaise Gainey fills us in. 

Fourteen states including Florida are currently considering fetal heartbeat bills. Those bills ban abortion after a 

fetal heartbeat can be detected. WMFE’s  Danielle Prieur (PRY-OR) reports women, healthcare providers, and 

pregnancy crisis centers are divided when it comes to the legislation. 

A bill to exempt diaper purchases from state sales tax is once again moving in the Senate. Regan McCarthy has 

more….. 

Florida Senators are signaling their support for Department of Corrections Secretary Mark Inch. He was appointed 

by Gov. Ron DeSantis. Lynn Hatter reports Inch says he wants to shore up the prison systems mental health 

treatment programs and infrastructure. 

A clinic at the University of Central Florida is using virtual reality to treat veterans and active service members with 

post-traumatic stress disorder. As WUSF/Health News Florida's Stephanie Colombini tells us, the military is funding 

efforts to expand the therapy to more patients. (28:58) 

 

April 5, 2019 

Housing is scarce and evictions in the Panhandle are on the rise, leaving many with nowhere to go. Robbie Gaffney 

visited one of the hardest-hit areas. 

When Hurricane Michael swept through North Florida and the Panhandle, it took out more than just buildings and 

utilities. The region’s healthcare system was nearly crippled. Lynn Hatter speaks with Gulf Coast Regional Medical 

Center CEO Brad Griffin about weathering the storm—and coming up with contingency plans. 

That was Gulf Coast Regional Medical Center CEO Brad Griffin.  He was interviewed by Lynn Hatter. 

A push for Hurricane Michael relief funding is underway in the Florida Capitol.  Agriculture Commissioner Nikki 

Fried toured hurricane damage in Calhoun County as state leaders are asking for federal funding in the big bend. 

Kevin Del Orbe [del-Or-bay] reports. 

Both the Florida Senate and House have now passed their respective versions of a state budget. Ryan Dailey has 

been following that, while Shawn Mulcahy says a bill placing new restrictions on juvenile abortions is on the move 

in the Legislature. 



More than a year after the Parkland school massacre, a comprehensive response on how to best prevent a future 

tragedy remains a work in progress. For many the question boils down to this: Are parents comfortable with 

placing their children’s safety in the hands of an armed teacher who has eight hours of active shooter training? 

Blaise Gainey reports. 

Gina Jordan hits the expected highlights coming up at the Capitol for week six. 

Lawmakers are considering new legislation they say could set Florida up as the epicenter for testing and creating 

autonomous vehicles. Regan McCarthy has more…. (28:57)  

 

April 8, 2019 

A bill requiring minors to receive parental consent before having an abortion cleared its first Senate Committee 

Monday. Shawn Mulcahy reports the House version has one more stop before the floor. 

New Agency for Health Care Administration secretary Mary Mayhew got her second positive vote of confirmation 

from a Senate committee today. Ryan Dailey reports Mayhew faced another tough line of questioning, but won 

over a previously 'no' Democratic vote. 

Last month Governor Ron DeSantis signed a bill into law that allowed medical marijuana flower to be sold in 

Florida. Now a sponsor of that bill is trying to cap the potency levels of medical marijuana sold at treatment 

centers, and also waive license fees for veterans. Opponents say it’s a double-edged sword. Blaise Gainey has the 

details. 

The Sadowski Housing Coalition wants the State of Florida to spend money contained in the affordable housing 

trust fund on affordable housing.  But, as Gabrielle Bolden reports, while the Senate is going along with that 

concept, the House has different ideas. 

State and national lawmakers may be dragging their feet when it comes to addressing climate change, but that’s 

not stopping the consequences of it. And that includes immigration. Many Central Americans crossing the U-S 

Mexican border are Guatemalan climate change refugees. WLRN’s Tim Padgett reports from South Florida. 

Under a bill moving through the Florida legislature a list of professionals including interior designers, hair braiders 

and boxing announcers would be allowed to work without a license. The measure also reorganizes the Florida 

Building Commission.  But as Regan McCarthy reports opponents say the bill isn’t as simple as it sounds. (28:58) 

 

April 9, 2019 

Florida’s tourism and marketing agency could be going away if the Florida House has its way. It comes as tourism 

remains the state’s dominant industry, and the state continues recovering from toxic algae blooms and hurricanes. 

Lynn Hatter has more. 

A Florida House bill that looks to crack down on human trafficking may be getting some changes before its next 

committee stop. Ryan Dailey reports Representative Heather Fitzenhagen’s bill passed the House Appropriations 

Committee Tuesday.          



The Florida House is considering a bill that would require an annual report on intellectual freedom and viewpoint 

diversity at the state’s public universities. The measure has drawn criticism from some and praise from others. 

Morgan Martin takes a closer look at the history of the issue. 

You may have already heard about America’s rapidly growing measles epidemic.  Until now, Florida seemed to be 

immune.  But as we hear from WLRN’s Christine DiMattei (dee-muh-TAY), that no longer seems to be the case. 

Gina Jordan has been checking out the Legislature’s schedule. 

As the growth rate in Florida climbs, one Florida lawmaker says It’s time to take another look at the state’s 

community development rules. Regan McCarthy has more…. (28:58) 

April 10, 2019 

It was a vote heard ‘round the legislature this week, when the Senate Minority Leader voted down on a bill looking 

to add protections from anti-Semitism discrimination in public schools. Ryan Dailey reports Senator Audrey Gibson 

is now walking back comments made in committee. 

The Senate Industry, Innovation and Technology Committee approved a measure clearing the way for legal 

hemp…again. Shawn Mulcahy reports a similar bill creating a state hemp program has one more stop before the 

floor. 

How much say should local governments have in passing regulations? That’s been a battle going back years now in 

the legislature. Now, lawmakers are again looking at a variety of preemption bills. Casey Chapter tells us more. 

Florida’s Legislature appears determined to make it more difficult to amend the state’s Constitution. Gabrielle 

Bolden reports. 

With renewable energy being at the forefront of issues with many climate advocates, utility companies are often 

seen as culprits when it comes to slowing down clean energy legislation. Kevin Del Orbe [del-Or-bay] reports on 

the power utility companies have on state energy standards. 

A recent story from the Fort Myers News Press shows the Florida Department of Health struggled to respond to 

concerned citizens and the media at the height of last year’s blue-green algae bloom and the toxic cyanobacteria 

that came with it.  WGCU’s Julie Glenn talked with the reporter on that story, Amy Bennet- Williams about the 

thousands of internal e-mails she obtained through Florida’s Sunshine Law. 

For years now some members of the legislature have been pushing to create a way to help firefighters battling 

cancer. Studies show they are more likely to be diagnosed with the disease, because of their line of work. This year 

the effort has overwhelming support in the Senate but hasn’t been heard in a house committee yet. Blaise Gainey 

has the details. (28:58) 

April 11, 2019 

Florida lawmakers are responding to a report on the Marjory Stoneman Douglas shooting with a measure that 

addresses concerns raised in its 480-plus pages. Lawmakers say it’s a good bill, but— noting a divide over one 

portion that gives districts the option to allow classroom teachers to carry guns. Lynn Hatter reports, the measure 

is now going before the Full Senate amid controversy over the issue. 



The legislature is working to implement a constitutional amendment that bans vaping in indoor workplaces. But 

another vaping proposal appears dead for this session, as Gina Jordan reports. 

A bill filed last week would set a limit on the amount of THC that can be dispensed to 10%. The bill also allows 

military veterans to waive their yearly $75 dollar Medical Marijuana Card fee. Opponents don’t like the first 

portion and think tying it to the veterans fee waiver is bad policy. Blaise Gainey spoke with Dr. Mark Moore a 

certified medical cannabis physician about his thoughts. 

Today marks the 50th anniversary of the Florida Commission on Human Relations, which was created by the 

legislature to prevent discrimination in things like housing and employment. Ryan Dailey spoke with 

Representative Geraldine Thompson, who prior to being a legislator served on and at one time chaired the 

Commission. 

Today is the six month anniversary of Hurricane Michael’s assault on the Florida panhandle. W-U-F-T's Nicole 

Rogers has more on how cities are holding up. (28:58) 

April 12, 2019 

Florida Senate President Bill Galvano wants to see three major highways extended to more rural areas of the state 

in an effort to drive investment into those areas, but as the plan gains traction it’s unclear whether those roads will 

ever be built. Lynn Hatter has more. 

University graduate school is never easy.  The coursework is demanding.  The hours are long.  And for those 

graduate students who become teaching assistants to try and supplement their often meager income prospects, 

the hours are longer and the demands even greater.  For graduate students from other countries, the situation can 

often be overwhelming.  At least, that’s what Robbie Gaffney discovered during an investigation of the 

international graduate program at Florida State University. 

There’s been lots of action in the Florida House over the past 24-hours.  Ryan Dailey hits the highlights, while Blaise 

Gainey previews his upcoming piece on Florida’s assignment of benefits problem.  Meanwhile, Robbie Gaffney 

shares a personal experience with imported prescription drugs, which is something Florida lawmakers are also 

considering for the entire state. 

During week six of the 2019 legislative session, the House passed a bill that would address assignment of benefits 

issue that has plagued Florida’s insurance industry for years. But as Blaise Gainey reports a change was made that 

some say may cause more abuse of the system. 

Gina Jordan is looking ahead to the Session’s Week Number Seven. 

One of Governor Ron DeSantis’s campaign pledges was to make Israel the first foreign country he visits in office.  

WLRN’s Tim Padgett reports DeSantis came to South Florida earlier this week to announce he’s keeping that 

promise and that he’ll do more than just visit Israel. (28:58) 

April 15, 2019 

Panhandle leaders are growing frustrated at the slow pace of recovery from Hurricane Michael. They say residents 

of the storm-battered region are becoming disenchanted, both from inaction at the federal level, and now, from 

the state. And as Lynn Hatter reports, they’re calling for someone—anyone, to step in. 



When Florida is hit by a hurricane, utility companies must go in and help recover immediately. They pay for the 

cost up front and later charge customers to recoup their losses. Blaise Gainey reports a senate bill aims to lower 

both the price tag and time of recovery by forcing utility companies to strengthen their infrastructure before a 

storm. 

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis says he wants the state’s colleges and Universities to do more to protect free 

speech on campus. He’s touting a move by all 12 state university presidents to adopt a resolution DeSantis says 

champions free speech. Regan McCarthy has more…. 

The House Appropriations Committee is set to hear an omnibus criminal justice reform bill Tuesday that among 

other changes, looks to increase the threshold for felony theft offenses. Ryan Dailey reports the measure also 

makes a significant change to who can be sentenced as a “prison release reoffender.” 

Florida workers and union members are pushing for a 15-dollar minimum wage. But Casey Chapter reports it may 

not be an easy feat in the state. 

Tom Flanigan reports Florida A&M University will be doing extensive and ongoing research into the ramifications 

of both medical and illegal marijuana use within Florida’s African-American population. (28:58) 

April 16, 2019 

Two large criminal justice reform bills are moving through the Florida Legislature. Ryan Dailey reports backers of 

the similar bills in both chambers are going through negotiations down the stretch to position a final measure for 

passage. 

Women should have better access to long-acting contraceptive—that’s according to Boynton Beach Democratic 

Senator Lori Berman who is sponsoring a bill moving through the Florida legislature. Regan McCarthy has more. 

According to a study by the Institute of Medicine published in 2015, paid for by the United States Food and Drug 

Administration, raising the minimum age to purchase tobacco to 21 would reduce the number of lung cancer 

related deaths by 50,000.  As Blaise Gainey reports, the Florida legislature is now trying to raise the minimum age 

with hopes of seeing those results. 

Some pro-business advocates worry that Florida’s local governments could follow the example of similar 

jurisdictions in other states and sue power companies and large consumers of electricity over their impact on 

carbon emissions and climate change. Tom Flanigan has that. 

Florida’s Capitol was the site of STEM Day today.  Morgan Martin reports the event was meant to  interest more 

young people in science, technology, engineering and math careers. 

Gina Jordan tells us the pace of activity is starting to ramp up at the Capitol. 

The News Service of Florida is reporting that Governor Ron DeSantis says he'll "'rais[e] Cain' if national drilling 

plans advance that include Florida waters, particularly in the Gulf of Mexico." The story broke just as a Pulitzer 

Prize-winning historian came to Tallahassee to discuss his book on the world's tenth-largest body of water. Margie 

Menzel reports. (28:57) 

April 17, 2019 



Residents of Panama City and other areas of the Florida Panhandle that were walloped by Hurricane Michael came 

to legislators’ doorstep to make some noise Tuesday. Ryan Dailey reports half a year after the storm, the area is 

desperate for funding to help schools, debris removal and housing. 

Shawn Mulcahy has been following the efforts of the Legislature to phase out the Community Redevelopment 

agencies used by local governments to battle blight in specific areas of their jurisdictions.  He provides the whys 

and wherefores to Tom Flanigan. 

Florida’s local governments and their backers are urging state legislators to back off their relentless drive to 

preemption city and county regulatory authority. Gabrielle Bolden has more. 

A pair of bills inches closer to the Florida House and Senate Chambers. Senate Bill 168 and House Bill 527 would 

prohibit local governments from sanctuary policies.  Kevin Del Orbe [del-Or-bay] reports on the bi-partisan debate 

lawmakers are having leading up to the bills vote. 

A measure is moving through the Florida legislature that lawmakers hope will help small businesses better 

compete. Regan McCarthy reports the bill would let companies “absorb” the sales tax in a transaction. 

With the Passover/Easter break coming up fast, Gina Jordan says lawmakers have a fairly busy schedule over the 

next twenty-four hours. 

After a Palm Beach paleontologist found new evidence in North Dakota of the asteroid strike that caused the 

extinction of dinosaurs 66 million years ago -- the findings had to be verified.  Florida International University 

researcher Florentin [FLOR-awn-tawn] Maurausse [maur-AHHS] studied the soil samples from the fossils 

paleontologist Robert DePalma uncovered to verify their accuracy. Maurausse spoke with WLRN’s Luis Hernandez 

about the findings. (28:58) 

April 18, 2019 

Republican State representative Jaimie Grant says there’s too much room in the state’s rules regarding petition 

drives. He wants to close what he says are loopholes. But others see the effort as a way to restrict citizen-driven 

changes to the state’s governing document. And as Lynn Hatter reports, those warring views clashed Thursday in a 

Florida house hearing. 

Ryan Dailey has been following the many changes that took place in a Senate committee today in a sweeping 

education reform bill and talks over the highlights with Tom Flanigan. 

A measure that aims to help utilities keep the lights on following a major storm is ready for discussion on the floor 

of both Florida chambers. But as Regan McCarthy reports the plan comes at a cost. 

A bill that would set a cap on toll roads in Miami-Dade County passed the full House today. Bill sponsor Hialeah 

Republican Representative Bryan Avila says what the Expressway Authority has been doing is egregious and must 

come to a stop. Blaise Gainey has the details. 

We’re heading into an early weekend at the Florida Capitol, so Gina Jordan is looking ahead to Session’s next-to-

final week. 

Previous attempts by Florida lawmakers to crack down on distracted driving went nowhere.  But there seems to be 

more movement in that direction this year and Tom Flanigan visited a Tallahassee traffic safety fair where 

organizers were hopeful the legislation will finally pass. (28:58) 



 

April 19, 2019 

Governor Ron DeSantis has reached his 100 days in office. And for the most part, he’s getting good marks from the 

public. The new governor promised sweeping changes in the way the state addresses the environment education 

and, as Lynn Hatter reports, some of those promises require state lawmakers to back him up. 

The Florida Senate is moving forward with certificate of need repeal. But some call the move a dramatic shift that 

overturns weeks of work. Shawn Mulcahy reports the plan to scrap hospital regulations points to a bigger picture 

about the legislative process. 

Hurricane Michael, the most powerful storm ever to make landfall in North Florida, has been reclassified by the 

National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration as a category 5. Ryan Dailey spoke with Mark Wool, 

warning coordination meteorologist NOAA in Tallahassee, about what went into putting the storm among the 

ranks of history’s most destructive storms. 

Children’s advocates are hoping that several bills important to them can navigate the legislative process 

successfully this year.  Tom Flanigan reports these include more resources for early childhood education and the 

so-called “baby courts” in the state. 

911 operators will directly transfer callers instead of putting them on hold under a bill moving through the senate. 

Robbie Gaffney reports the measure follows a report from the Parkland Commission." 

A main priority for Florida C-F-O Jimmy Patronis this Session was a bill that would provide some financial relief for 

Florida firefighters who are diagnosed with cancer.  That relief would take the form of a one-time cash payout of 

$25,000 upon initial diagnosis.  For a while, it appeared that bill would go down in flames, but now seems likely to 

make it through the process.  Capital Reporter Blaise Gainey sat down with C-F-O Patronis. (28:58) 

April 22, 2019 

A bill that opens the door for industrial hemp farming in Florida is ready for the floor in both the House and 

Senate. Regan McCarthy has more.... 

Gummy Bears, Oils, cocktails and icecream. Products with CBD in them have become ubiquitous in the Sunshine 

State. The Chemical CBD comes from the cannibus plant, and as WLRN’s Danny Rivero reports, that’s leaving South 

Florida business owners to operate in a gray area. 

Environmental groups gathered at the Capitol Monday, to suggest ideas on how Governor Ron DeSantis can 

advance clean energy. Gabrielle Bolden reports. 

A push to give Floridians greater choice over energy providers is heating up. Proponents say it will increase 

competition and drive down costs. But Shawn Mulcahy reports not everyone feels the electricity. 

Voters across will likely have a chance to raise the minimum wage during the 2020 election if a constitutional 

amendment petition gains enough signatures. Florida’s Financial Impact Estimating Conference met today to find 

out what impact it would have on the state. Blaise Gainey reports. 



Finally tonight, a provision in the Senate’s criminal justice reform bill could make a big impact early on, if signed 

into law. Ryan Dailey reports that impact would come in the form of fewer people incarcerated, and significant 

savings for the state. (28:58) 

April 23, 2019 

As Governor Ron DeSantis’ proposed Canadian drug importation plan looks poised to pass into law this legislative 

session, he and other proponents are mocking its critics as fear-mongers. Ryan Dailey reports the Governor’s 

defense comes amid attack ads ramping up in Florida markets. 

Tuesday, lawmakers took a big step in addressing what property insurance companies have called fraud for nearly 

a decade. It’s called assignment of benefits. The fix makes several changes that lawmakers believe will help lower 

the cost of homeowner’s insurance. Blaise Gainey has more. 

An effort to let school districts choose whether to allow some classroom teachers carry guns, has cleared the 

Senate. The broader bill incorporates recommendations from the Marjory Stoneman Douglass Commission, which 

was tasked with examining the response and lead up to the Valentine’s Day School shooting.  Lynn Hatter reports 

most of the debate Tuesday centers on arming teachers. 

A measure that paves the way for online notaries is ready for a full floor vote in the Florida House. Regan McCarthy 

has more….. 

Here’s Gina Jordan with a look at what’s coming up in the legislature: 

President Trump is letting Cuban exiles sue foreign companies doing business in Cuba on confiscated property. But 

will it work the way those exiles hope it will? WLRN’s Tim Padgett explores the issue. 

Finally tonight, A bill that requires drivers to use hands-free devices has one step left to go in the senate. Morgan 

Martin reports. (28:58) 

April 24, 2019 

A divided Florida House has approved a bill that bans sanctuary cities for immigrants. Casey Chapter reports it was 

met with heated debate from Democrats. 

Former Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum is settling his dispute with the Florida Ethics Commission. WFSU’s Shawn 

Mulcahy reports Gillum’s trial was scheduled to begin today [Wednesday] before an administrative law judge. 

The Senate punted on voting on its big school choice bill Tuesday, as amendments to the measure continue to 

pour in. But, as Ryan Dailey reports, the chamber did make a significant change to its K-12 education budget, 

moving closer to the House. 

Tourism is Florida’s largest industry yet the agency that markets the state could soon be going away. As lawmakers 

hammer out details of a roughly 90-billion dollar spending plan, Visit Florida could find itself left out. Lynn Hatter 

has more. 

Lawmakers want to make sure people have no qualms about calling for help when someone is suffering from a 

drug or alcohol overdose. Regan McCarthy reports a bill expanding immunity for people who call 9-1-1 is heading 

to the governor’s desk. 



After the longest toxic algae bloom in state history, state lawmakers are trying to find ways to mitigate the impact 

of future ones. But as Kevin Del Orbe reports, some environmentalists say a proposed funding bill only solves part 

of the problem. 

Finally tonight, After a 16-year battle, a bill to Florida’s firefighters cancer benefits is heading to the Governor’s 

desk. Gabrielle Bolden has more. (28:58) 

April 25, 2019 

The Florida Senate has passed its marquee school choice bill, SB 7070. Ryan Dailey reports the controversial 

measure that creates a new voucher program narrowly got by on a party-line vote. 

A number of lawmakers support at least one provision of the controversial Senate Bill 7070, which passed the 

Florida Senate today (Thursday) without many Democratic votes. The measure made it to the House and Senate 

floors on the strength of their Republican majorities. But as Margie Menzel reports, the bipartisan sweetener was a 

provision supporting Florida's community partnership schools, which have impressed both sides of the aisle.   

Complaints about incarcerated women being denied basic hygiene products like pads and tampons has caught the 

attention of state lawmakers. Now Florida is poised to approve a bill making those products and others available to 

women at no cost. 

A draft version of a gambling compact between the state and the Seminole Indian Tribe is being scrutinized by the 

governor and his staff. 

The News Service of Florida reports a deal was reached after weeks of negotiations, and legislative leaders are also 

taking a look at the agreement. 

But as Gina Jordan reports, there may not be enough time left in the regular session for the legislature to act on it. 

A ban in Florida on the words "climate change" appears to be ending.  WMFE’s  environmental reporter Amy 

Green explains the DeSantis administration is showing new leadership where state government has been absent in 

the past. 

Lawmakers want to put the brakes on street racing. It’s a growing problem in Florida but officers say they don’t 

have the tools needed to stop and arrest the perpetrators. Now Regan McCarthy reports a bill to crack down on 

the issue is a vote away from the governor’s desk. (28:58) 

April 26, 2019 

A controversial bill that bans local governments from adopting or practicing sanctuary city policies is moving 

forward, But as Regan McCarthy reports it comes with some new amendments. 

House lawmakers recently spent nearly two hours debating a bill that would allow certain felons to vote. It’s in 

response to a constitutional amendment supported by more than 5 million Floridians saying they should be 

allowed to do so. As Blaise Gainey reports majority of the debate was focused on when felons will would have their 

voting right restored. 

Now a look at what’s coming up next week: 



Finally tonight, Survivors of human trafficking are divided on two bills in the legislature. Robbie Gaffney reports 

that one may be weighing the other down. (28:58) 

 

April 29, 2019 

The Florida House has passed its comprehensive criminal justice reform package. But Shawn Mulcahy reports 

major differences still exist between the Senate and House versions.                  

As lawmakers put the final touches on the state’s spending plan the House and Senate are carving out dollars 

specifically for affordable housing in the Panhandle areas hit hardest by Hurricane Michael. Regan McCarthy has 

more…. 

The Florida Legislature has passed a proposal to import prescription drugs from Canada and other countries. Ryan 

Dailey reports the measure will now land on the governor’s desk. And from there, it will still require federal 

approval. 

An effort to raise the smoking age to 21 is moving. Blaise Gainey reports the bill’s sponsor hopes his changes are 

enough to satisfy house lawmakers in order to get a deal done this year. 

Over the weekend, Governor Ron DeSantis signed off on 10 new laws. Some will go into effect as early as July. 

Gabrielle Bolden has more. 

Divers were busy in April, transplanting coral grown in the Tampa Bay area to stressed-out reefs in South Florida 

and the Keys. WUSF's Steve Newborn reports this unprecedented effort revolves around genetics. 

Finally tonight, Recently a video showing an arrest in South Florida went viral. Cell phone video shows 15 year-old 

DeLucca Rolle [Duh-LUKE-uh Roll] as he was pepper sprayed by Broward Sheriff's Deputies and his head slammed 

against the pavement in a McDonald's parking lot. Two officers involved have been suspended from duty with pay. 

Broward County Sheriff Gregory Tony is under fire for his response to the incident. 

Now a nationally recognized and Tallahassee-based civil rights attorney has gotten involved. Ben Crump 

represented the family of Trayvon Martin after he was shot to death in 2012. Crump is now representing Rolle. 

WLRN's Caitie Switalski [Kate-EE Swuh-TALL-ski] sat down with Crump to talk about the nuances of Rolle's 

situation, and what these types of cases reveal about the criminal justice system. 
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April 30, 2019 



With the passage of this Legislative session’s marquee school choice bill, a new private school voucher program is 

on the verge of being created. Ryan Dailey reports Senate Bill 7070 is now on the desk of Governor Ron DeSantis, 

who’s been a vocal supporter of school choice since before taking office. 

Weeks of negotiations between a top lawmaker and the Seminole Indian tribe yielded a proposed agreement 

toward a new gambling compact.  But Gina Jordan reports the tentative deal that was reached last week has little 

chance of success with three days left in the session. 

It’s a known fact that smoking tobacco isn’t good for your heart, lung, and can cause cancer. But the leading 

groups on those very things are opposed to a bill that would raise the age of sale for tobacco products to 21. 

WFSU’s Blaise Gainey speaks with American Heart Association’s Government Relations Director Mark Landreth 

about why they oppose the proposed legislation. 

A key elections bill backed by the state’s supervisors heading for final votes. Lynn Hatter reports the measure is 

meant to address issues stemming from the 2018 election but Democrats say it doesn’t do enough. 

A bill moving through the legislature would put local governments on the hook for attorney’s fees if they pass rules 

expressly preempted by the state. Regan McCarthy has more…. 

Finally tonight, A Miami city is banning all single-use plastics. It’s one of the most comprehensive legislation of its 

kind in the state of Florida. The village of Bal Harbour recently passed an ordinance that prohibits places like 

restaurants and hotels from using, selling or distributing plastics, like straws and shopping bags. The move comes 

as the state Legislature is considering preemption bills that would prevent local governments from establishing 

these kinds of bans. WLRN’s Tom Hudson spoke with Bal Harbour city manager Jorge (GEORGE) Gonzalez and 

councilman Buzzy Sklar (like STAR), who was behind the legislation. (28:58) 

May 2, 2019 

The Florida Senate approved its tax cut package. Shawn Mulcahy has the details. 

Meanwhile, as the legislative session nears an end, lawmakers are sending bills to Governor Ron DeSantis’ desk for 

final approval. He can sign bills, veto them or let them pass without his signature. 

A bill that provides benefits to firefighters diagnosed with cancer is one of the latest bills heading to the Governor. 

But as Casey Chapter tells us its facing some opposition. 

In the first legislative session since the passing of Senator Dorothy Hukill, lawmakers have pushed through a piece 

of legislation she backed for years. Ryan Dailey reports the bill creates a mandatory financial literacy course for 

high school students. 

Since January 8th felons have been registering to vote as long as they’ve completed their sentence, and did not 

commit a felony sexual offense or murder. But all session long the legislature has been trying to determine exactly 

who that excludes. The current bill includes attempted murder, and also makes a felon have to pay off any 

outstanding civil liens or obligations to the court as a result of their case. Neil Volz who works for the Florida Rights 

Restoration Coalition says those things were not in the minds of those who crafted the amendment, and believes 

what voters passed was self-enacting. He speaks with WFSU’s Blaise Gainey. 

 



Research shows music therapy in Neonatal Intensive Care Units helps infants get released from hospitals early. As 

Health News Florida's Stephanie Colombini reports, experts in the state helped pioneer the practice, and now it's 

expanding. (28:58) 

May 3, 2019 

The Florida Legislature is expected to approve the final product of its budget for this year Saturday. Ryan Dailey 

reports both chambers got their turn to weigh in on the spending plan today. 

On the 60th day of Florida’s session the legislature has passed a bill that details how a felon would go about 

getting their voting rights restored. The moves comes after 5.1 million Floridians voted to give felons who’ve 

completed their sentence and did not commit a felony sexual assault or murder their voting rights back. 

Since its approval in November implementing the amendment has been a hot button topic. Many Republicans 

believe terms like completion of sentence, murder and sexual felony offense all need to be defined. WFSU’s Blaise 

Gainey speaks with American Civil Liberties Union Kirk Bailey about his organization’s view on the bill. 

The only thing left for lawmakers to do tomorrow is vote on the proposed state budget. Gina Jordan spoke with 

Gary Fineout, a writer for Politico and a long-time member of the Capitol Press Corps, about why the budget was 

turned in late and what happens next to all the bills that passed. 

After years discussing legislation aimed at cracking down on bad actors in Florida homes, lawmakers have passed 

as bill they hope will help ensure addicts are getting the treatment and care they need. 

Finally, this week, we take a trip to the beach. The perils of plastic pollution made headlines last week when a baby 

dolphin was found with a stomach full of plastic and had to be euthanized. As Kerry Sheridan reports, there's a 

new effort to track another danger that is washing ashore by the millions across the Gulf of Mexico. (28:58) 

May 10, 2019 

A Housing crisis has emerged in the wake of Hurricane Michael. Now state and federal money is on the way to 

address it. Lynn Hatter reports on what’s coming, and when people will begin to see an impact. 

And breaking late this (Friday) afternoon, Governor DeSantis announced that the Florida Division of Emergency 

Management is donating 50 FEMA travel trailers to Bay County. By securing these trailers from FEMA and working 

with Bay County, the department is helping to provide some much-needed housing for those in the county who 

are still living in substandard conditions more than half-a-year after Hurricane Michael. 

Many Hurricane Michael victims are still feeling the effects of the storm.  Morgan Martin reports in the months 

after the Category 5 hurricane slammed the coast, officials have seen an increase in the need for mental health 

support. 

The First Amendment Foundation in Tallahassee keeps watch over policy discussions that could impede the 

public’s right to know about government business. 

Gina Jordan spoke with foundation president Barbara Petersen about bills that got her attention this session. 

Thirty-eight attorneys general signed a letter this [last] week urging Congress to bring marijuana money into the 

federal banking system. Shawn Mulcahy reports Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody’s signature was notably 

absent. 



There are no lack of candidates for president in 2020 on the Democratic side.  Some of the names, such as Biden, 

Sanders and Warren, are at least somewhat well known.  Some others, like Harris, Klobuchar and Buttigieg, a bit 

less so.  There is even a Floridian vying for the party’s nomination.  And even in his home state, his name is 

anything but a household word.  So we sent one of our Capital reporters to make his acquaintance. 

Next time you get gas you might notice a new sticker on the pump featuring state Agriculture Commissioner Nikki 

Fried’s face with bright yellow, green and blue blocks. Fried’s staff says the new sticker is intended to attract 

attention and raise awareness about fraud. But as Regan McCarthy reports the new design doesn’t seem to be 

popular with the legislature. (28:57) 

May 17, 2019 

Governor Ron DeSantis has approved a measure that could pave the way for the state’s first major highway 

expansion in decades. The effort has been led by state Senate President Bill Galvano who pushed the roads as a 

way to aid in evacuations, promote growth in rural parts of the state and help transport an ever growing 

population. But environmentalists argue the idea could be a disaster for fragile ecosystems. Lynn Hatter has more. 

Environmental advocates are questioning whether Florida lawmakers see climate change as an urgent issue. Kevin 

Del Orbe [del-Or-bay] reports on a disappointing legislative outcome for those who were hoping this year’s 

legislature would do more to address problems related to a changing environment.  

As the dust settles from this year’s legislative session, school district superintendents are evaluating funding and 

new policies handed down from state lawmakers. Ryan Dailey reports in North Florida, superintendents in three 

counties have different takes. 

State legislators agreed on making several changes to the state’s elections system to make sure all districts would 

have enough time to count vote-by-mail ballots. But, as Blaise Gainey reports, the security of those ballots may be 

an unresolved issue. 

After lawmakers passed a bill to crack down on human trafficking by requiring more training for people like hotel 

workers who might interact with victims, Florida’s Statewide Council on Human Trafficking is looking for 

opportunities to teach more people how to spot the signs. Regan McCarthy has more…. 

The latest round of tariffs levied by the Trump Administration is taking a toll on the nation’s agriculture industry. In 

Florida, the tariffs threaten a trade deal that’s been years in the making. As part of a series on Florida farmers, 

Shawn Mulcahy reports on the state’s blueberry industry and its struggle to say afloat. 

You can hear part two of this series next week, where we’ll discuss a problem that’s plagued the state’s farmers for 

years: the North American Free Trade Agreement and damaging foreign imports. (28:58) 

May 24, 2019 

After Hurricane Michael slammed Florida’s Panhandle, courthouses were shuttered, law offices were closed and 

most communications were temporarily shut down. But Regan McCarthy reports the aftermath of a disaster is 

exactly when many people are most in need of help from the legal system. 

Governor Ron DeSantis will likely sign a bill prohibiting anti-Semitic speech in public schools during a week-long 

trip to Israel that kicks off Saturday. Ryan Dailey reports the measure passed both chambers unanimously, 



receiving a standing ovation in the House. But one anti-censorship group is asking the governor to use his veto 

pen. 

Governor Ron DeSantis signed a bill that’s main goal is to stop bad actors in the homeowner’s insurance market. It 

would do so by changing what a contractor must do when a policy holder signs over their insurance benefits. Blaise 

Gainey has the details. 

The Trump Administration’s trade war threatens a state trade deal with China. It’s been seven years in the making, 

and Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried worries the latest round of tariffs could derail the talks. But that’s just a 

fraction of a much larger issue. In the second part of our series on Florida’s agriculture industry, Shawn Mulcahy 

tells us cheaper, foreign imports endanger farmers statewide. 

The Florida Chamber of Commerce has released its annual Legislative Report Card.  The chamber says the report 

card helps hold state leaders accountable for how they vote on issues relating to Florida’s business climate. More 

than half of the legislature received A’s and B’s. 45 members got F’s – all of them Democrats. How do lawmakers 

earn those grades? Gina Jordan asked David Hart, Executive Vice President of the Florida Chamber of Commerce. 

(28:58) 

 

May 31, 2019 

The number of Florida School Districts that want teachers to carry guns is growing. Nearly half the districts in the 

state have signed up for the so-called “Guardian” Program and more have signaled they intend to do so. Lynn 

Hatter has more. 

This legislative session, Florida Lawmakers approved an overhaul of the state’s criminal justice system for the first 

time in years. If signed into law it would make major changes, including raising the felony theft threshold for the 

first time in over three decades. Shawn Mulcahy spoke about the bill with the Senate’s sponsor: St. Petersburg 

Republican Senator Jeff Brandes. 

Members of the U.S. House are continuing to block a 19-billion-dollar package that would send long-awaited 

disaster relief to Florida’s storm ravaged Panhandle. Regan McCarthy has more…. 

Florida’s Director of Cannabis thinks 2020 could be the state’s first “great grow year” for hemp. A bill launching a 

state hemp program is waiting for ink from the governor’s pen. Ryan Dailey reports experts in the state and 

elsewhere have been weighing in on an industry that will be a new frontier in the Sunshine State. 

The case of a special needs student who was abused by an Okaloosa County public school teacher could cost the 

county’s school superintendent her job as well.  But Blaise Gainey tells Tom Flanigan that process will be long and 

involved, regardless of outcome. 

Tom Flanigan remembers Florida legal legend Talbot “Sandy” D’Alemberte, who died May 20 at the age of 85.  

(28:58) 

 

June 7, 2019 



The U.S. Agriculture Department secretary was at a roundtable in Tallahassee today [Friday]. Shawn Mulcahy 

reports 8 months after Hurricane Michael, recovery still dominated the discussion. 

There’s an increasing trend of hurricanes stalling as they near the coast. Regan McCarthy reports that means more 

storms could bring more rain. 

Breaking precedent Florida Governor Ron Desantis is hiring a Chief Resiliency Officer to combat the effects of 

Climate Change. Kevin Del Orbe [del-Or-bay] reports on what this new position could mean for climate change 

policy in Florida. 

The Florida Supreme Court issued a surprise ruling in late May regarding expert witness testimony.   Six years ago, 

the Florida Legislature adopted the Daubert (DAW-burt) Standard for expert witnesses in court cases. But the 

state’s high court exercised its right to keep the Frye Standard in place, which sets a lower threshold for what can 

be considered expert testimony. The makeup of the Florida Supreme Court changed last January when three 

retiring justices were replaced. And the newly revamped court quickly decided to implement the tougher 

standards. Gina Jordan talked with Holland & Knight attorney Bill Shepherd. He previously served as the Statewide 

Prosecutor -- and pushed to get the Daubert Standard passed in Florida. 

That was Gina Jordan talking with Holland & Knight attorney Bill Shepherd. 

Health insurance companies around the country have been introducing policies that are stopping patients from 

being able to afford their medications.  

Health News Florida's Julio Ochoa introduces you to one woman whose life depends on high cost prescriptions. 

In May, Florida A&M University was placed on a five-year probation by the NCAA for improperly certifying 93 

athletes throughout 12 of their sports. The actions took place between 2010 and 2017. Blaise Gainey has details on 

what the University has been doing since to make sure it doesn’t happen again. (28:58) 

June 14, 2019 

Today (Friday) Governor Ron DeSantis approved a ban on so-called “sanctuary cities” in Florida. Ryan Dailey 

reports the effort sparked controversy during this legislative session, but its backers say it’s all about following the 

rule of law. 

As a response to the Parkland shooting which left 17 dead, Ban Assault Weapons Now is pushing to get assault 

weapons banned in the state through a constitutional amendment. Earlier this week they announced the effort has 

reached the threshold to trigger a Supreme Court Review. Blaise Gainey speaks with the Campaign Chair about 

what exactly the ban does. 

Ten Florida School Districts are suing the state over a massive education law approved two years ago. The 

measure, known by its legislative moniker—House Bill 7069—made big changes to how charter schools are funded 

and created, and how school districts spend federal money on low-income students. Lynn Hatter reports an 

appeals court recently took up the case. 

The Florida State University Athletics Department is joining with the Seminole Boosters to become a Direct 

Support Organization, or DSO. The new Florida State Athletic Association will serve as a private, nonprofit umbrella 

organization. But some are raising questions about accountability and transparency. DSO’s are excluded from 



many of the state’s public record laws despite operating within the state university system. Shawn Mulcahy spoke 

with FSU President John Thrasher. 

Florida Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services Nikki Fried spoke before members of the Capital Tiger 

Bay Club in Tallahassee today (Friday, June 14.) Tom Flanigan was there, too. (28:58) 

June 21, 2019 

Governor Ron DeSantis today [Friday] signed the state’s 90.9 billion dollar budget. Shawn Mulcahy has more. 

This week saw suspended Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel go before the Senate special master in his appeal 

hearing. Ryan Dailey reports Israel pointed to Governor Ron DeSantis allegations of incompetence on the job as 

political. 

The Florida Department of Education recently announced the addition of three more school districts to the state’s 

Guardian Program. It’s been controversial from the start; opponents have mostly worried about the idea of people 

other than law enforcement officers having the ability to carry guns in schools. But Lynn Hatter reports, not all 

districts are carrying out the program the way most people think.     

Next time you get gas, you might see Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried’s smiling face at the pump. Fried’s 

sticker have stirred up some controversy, but she says she plans to leave them in place. Regan McCarthy has 

more… 

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis recently signed off on granting e-scooter riders the same rights as bicyclists. Now, 

cities across Florida are implementing e-scooter programs, but as Robbie Gaffney Reports, those programs aren’t 

without concerns.  

The non-profit Triumph Gulf Coast is setting aside funds it hope will help Panhandle students soar. Blaise Gainey 

tells us about a drone training program approved by the board. 

Finally tonight:   As democratic presidential candidates set their sights on Miami for their first round of debates, 

Florida lawmakers championing climate change awareness held a press conference voicing the importance of 

taking the issue seriously. Kevin Del Orbe [del-Or-bay] explains. (28:58) 

 

June 28, 2019 

Florida will soon strike up a so-called John’s Registry for people convicted of soliciting prostitution. It’s part of an 

effort to combat human and sex trafficking. The database has been endorsed by law enforcement who see it as a 

way to shame people who pay for sex, but Lynn Hatter reports, some victim advocates worry it could sweep up 

people who’ve been trafficked themselves. 

This week’s Democratic debates happened in Florida.  But the lone Floridian in the race didn’t appear either night.  

But he is making an appearance on Capital Report, thanks to Caitie Switalkski from Miami’s WLRN. 

Saturday, a bill implementing an amendment that restores voting rights to Florida felons becomes law; unless 

Governor Ron DeSantis vetoes it. When voters passed the amendment it was expected that nearly 1 and a half 

million felons would be allowed to vote. But the Republican-dominated legislature passed an implementation bill 

that many say changes the intent.  Blaise Gainey has more. 



Florida lawmakers this year passed a criminal justice reform package. But advocates and researchers doubt it’ll 

have a real impact on the state’s justice system. Shawn Mulcahy reports the measure was sent to Governor Ron 

DeSantis on Wednesday. 

Governor Ron DeSantis has signed a bill lawmakers hope will keep the power on even in the face of major storms 

and hurricanes by helping investor owned utilities bury more power lines, but as Regan McCarthy reports the 

move comes at a cost. 

Florida’s statewide push for workforce education and training is growing, and this week the Governor signed a bill 

expanding apprenticeships. Ryan Dailey reports in the Capital City, similar efforts are happening at the local level. 

Florida Taxwatch is launching a statewide push to encourage more resident participation in the 2020 U.S. Census.  

Tom Flanigan sat down with the organization’s CEO. (28:58) 


