
WSML
1200 AM

GRAHAM, NC

ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT

FOR

STATION WSML

3rd QUARTER 2022
(July 1 – September 30)

Operations Manager: Carson Johnson

Report compiled by:
Carson Johnson



WSML PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES

WSML-AM, Burlington, NC
Issues and Concerns 

3rd  Quarter 2022
July 1-September 30

Issue: CD    Crime/Drugs          FY   Family/Youth
EC    Economy          GR   Growth/Roads/Transportation 
 ED    Education          HO   Housing
EH    Environment/Health          PA   Private/Public/Accountability
IN      Infrastructure          POL Politics
NS    National Security          PS  Public Saftey
HC    Healthcare                           AG  Agriculture
MI     Military Appreciation/Awareness HA High School Athletics
TAX  Tax Reform/Taxes          ME Media
IM     Immigration          LE Law Enforcment
COVID COVID-19           PF  Personal Finances

Shows: The Maverick Morning Show with Tom Britt News and Weather  6a-10a M-F
 



WSML-AM 1200
3rd Quarter Community Affairs

July 1 – September 30 2022

Tom Britt newscasts M-F 6a, 6:30a, 7a, 7:30a, 8a, 8:30a, 9a CD, EC, ED, EH, IM, NS, HB, FY, GR, HO, 
PA, POL, PS

7/1/22  9:30a-9:45a  Carson Johnson talked with Eric Rudd from Lowe Funeral Home.  Discussed the average
cost of funerals, the changing face of the funeral industry- Many family owned funeral homes are being sold to 
corporations and becoming nationaly owned.  Discussed changes in planning funerals and newer options for 
burial.  Discussed pre-planning funerals, last wishes, and the need for a will and a living will.  Talked about 
burial vs cremation.  Discussed the Death Tax.  TAX, PF

7/7/22 8:30a-9a Carson Johnson, Leanne Petty, and Tom Britt talked with Alvin Billings, director of fundraising 
for the Masonic Home For Children In Oxford and the needs of the orphanage.  Discussed the 149 years the 
orphanage has provided relief and a home for kids all over the state of North Carolina.  The home is entirely 
funded by donations from private individuals and the Masonic Lodges and Shrine Temples.  Discussed the 
current need to hire house parents at the orphanage.  The Orphanage supports kids from one year of age all 
the way thru their uper schooling, including college and secondary degrees.  HO, FY, CD

7/14/22 8:30a-9a  Carson Johnson, Leanne Petty, and Tom Britt talked with Anderson Rathbun, General 
Manager of the Burlington Sockpuppets.  The Sockpuppets are a local baseball team based in East Burlington.
Discussed the need for revitalization in the East Burlington area, an area that is known in Alamance County for
being economically depressed.  Talked about the impact of locaol baseball on Alamance County, including the 
economic impact on Burlington.  Talked about the need for tourism money being brought in to the Eadst 
Burlington area.  Discussed Sockpuppets Baseball as a community gathering place and the need for the 
Burlington Athletic Statdium to be in use year round, not only during baseball season.  Discussed the history of
baseball in Burlington from the beginings as a textile league team to its time a MLB Farm Team to its current 
roll as a colleget depevlopment team.  EC, FY, GR, 

7/19/22 9a-9:30a  Carson Johnson talked with Dave Wright, manager of the Paramount Theatre.  The 
Paramount Theatre is owned by the City of Burlington.  Discussed upcoming plays and evets at the 
Paramount, the proposed expansion on the Theatre to move in to an empty space in Downtown Burlington 
across the street from its current location.  Discussed the need for revitalization of Downtown Burlington, the 
use of the Paramount for public meetings and public forums, including political forums during the upcoming 
November election.  FY, EC, GR, IN, POL

7/26/22 8:30-9a Carson Johnson, Leanne Petty, and Tom Britt talked with NC State Secretary Of The Treasury
Dale Folewell about the current state of NC treasury funds.  Discussed the dissolution of East Laurinburg as an
incorporated community and how that action could be pallied elsewhere in cases of corruption.  Talked about 
the need for transparency in local and state government.  Discussed the rising cost of healthcare and the 
treasurer's role in requesting transparency in healthcare billing.  Talked about current laws, both state and 
federal, that hinder expanding healthcare to areas in need.  Discussed the number of families that go in to debt
because of a single medical emergency.  Discussed that President Trump and President Biden have both 
addressed the need for transparency from hospitals in regards to billing but hospitals still have yet to give 
upfront billing for treatment.  Talked about the current state of the NC pension and NCCash.com.  HC, PA, 
POL, PF

8/1/22 8:30a-9a Carson Johnson, Leanne Petty, and Tom Britt talked with Burlington Chief Of Police Brian 
Long about National Night Out on August 2nd.  Talked about the need for the community to interact with law 
enforcment on a non-emergency basis.  Discussed current crime rates and the need for neighborhoods and 
communities to come together.  Talked about how few people even know their neighbors names.  Discussed 
the current need for Burlington Police to hire new officers.  LE, PA, FY, CD



8/2/22 8:30-9a Carson Johnson, Leanne Petty, and Tom Britt talked with Alamance County Sheriff Terry 
Johnson about National Night Out.  Discussed policing in Alamance County vs inside the City Limits.  Talked 
about the Sheriff's Offices planned block party in the Grace Landing neighborhood just south of I-40.  WSML 
joined in the block party and grilled hot dogs for the community. LE, PA, FY, CD

8/15/22 8:30a-9a Carson Johnson, Leanne Petty, and Tom Britt talked with Greg Milton, Director of the 
Cummings High School Band and local businessman Chuck Hursey about a fund raiser for the Cumming High 
School's Band.  The Cummings Band has been selected as the only North Carolina High School Band to 
perform in the Sugar Bowl and they need new unifroms.  Band uniforms cost about $600 per uniform and the 
band needs to raise around $36,000 before their trip in December.  Chuck Hursey made a donation to the 
band and is holding a community pep rally highlighting the band and the Cummings football team.  He issued a
challenge for other community business owners to donate as well.  Cummings High School in located in East 
Burlington in an economically depressed area of Burlington and often don't receive the attention and funding 
other schools have.  Discussed the impact of Band and the arts on students, including lower dropout rates, and
higher grades.  Talked about the need for support from the community.  ED, FY, HA, CD

8/19/22 8:30A-9A Carson Johnson, Leanne Petty, and Tom Britt talked with Alamace Burlington School 
Systems PIO Les Atkins about the upcoming school year.  Discussed the new ABSS superintendent, talked 
about High School Football kicking off, discussed the new High School and potential proposed names for the 
school.  Talked about redsitricting, the need to be involved in local elections because the new school board will
vote of the redistrictin plan.  Talked about ABSS's current staffinf needs as the new school year begins and 
hiring opportunities for teachers, bus drivers, and other staff.  ED, HA, POL, PA

9/1/22 8:30a-9a Carson Johnson, Leanne Petty, and Tom Britt talked with Lt. Jeff Kulogy, PIO Emily Adkins, 
and Granville Simmons from the Burlington Police Department about the BPD Community Police Academy.  
The Community Police academy gives local members of the community a free opportunity to see behind the 
scenes of the Burlington police Department.  Members of the 10 week course can learn law enforcment 
porceedure, Crime Scene Investigation, take a police ride along, and get a better understanding of how the 
local police department works.  LE, CD, PA

9/9/22 7a-7:15a Carson Johnson, Leanne Petty, and Tom Britt talked with Col. Bobby Chin and Wayne Brewer
from the AlcoVets, a local veteran's organization about the AlcoVets Balloon Festival.  The balloon festival is a 
major fund raiser for AlcoVets as well as a major economic opportunity for Alamance County.  The festival 
began in 1987 and ran until 2001.  The AlcoVets have brought it back.  Discussed the need for money to 
support Alamance County veterans, including the building of the Chesnutt Ridge Veterans Retreat which will 
help treat veterans suffering from PTSD.  Chin discussed the economic boon and tourism benefits of the 
Balloon Festival, Brewer discussed the issues veterans face when returning from the service, including PTSD, 
economic dificulties, and disconnect from the community.  Discussed the change in treatment of veterans over 
the year from considering PTSD to be just “shell shock” to the new support that veterans have vs when Brewer
returned from the Vietman War.  MI, EC, HO

9/9/22 8:30a-9a Carson Johnson, Leanne Petty, and Tom Britt talked with Byron Tucker and Madrice Dodson 
from the Alamance County Sheriff's Office about their upcoming hiring event.  Discussed the current need for 
detention center workers and sworn deputies.  The ACSO is currently understaffed in both areas.  Discussed 
benefits of working for the Sheriff's Office, the needs of the community regarding deputies, and the roll ACSO 
plays in Alamance County.  LE, EC, CD

9/4/22 8:30a-9a Carson Johnson, Leanne Petty, and Tom Britt talked with Sen. Amy Galey and her husband 
Fred Galey about the Cummings High School Band's trip to the Sugar Bowl.  Sen. Galey helped Cummings 
High School receive a grant to restore the Cummings High School Football field and made a personal donation
towards the Cummings High School Band.  Galey urged other area business owners to support and give to the
Band as well.  ED, FY

9/22/22 8:30a-9a Carson Johnson, Leanne petty, and Tom Britt talked with Dr. Jonathon Williams from The 
Well Clinic.  The Well Clinic is a local doctors office that provides healthcare without the need for insurance.  
Discussed insurance costs, the rising cost of healthcare, the need for upfront pricing for treatment.  Discussed 



the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on hospitals and the changing face of healthcare, including the need 
for a new, insurance free, approach.  HC, PA, EC, COVID

9/29/22 8:30a-9a Carson Johnson, Leanne Petty, and Tom Britt talked with Kelly Robinson from the Alamance 
Chamber, Scott Allred from Don Allred Insurance, and Anderson Rathbun of the Burlington Sockpuppets about
the upcoming Chamber Golf Tournament.  Discussed the impact of the Alamance Chamber on the Alamance 
County economy, discussed the benefits of becoming a chamber member, and talked about the growing 
economy in Alamance County.  Allred also discussed the upcoming Medicare Enrollment Period and Rathbun 
discussed community events at the Burlington Athletic Stadium.  EC, GR, HC


