
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The local public service announcements aired on WTTV from 

7/1/2015 – 9/30/2015 
and the issues they addressed are contained within. 

 

 

 

 

 

Issues Addressed in News 

Over the next few pages are some examples of our news 
coverage and how it addresses our five core public issues.  
CBS4 airs 27 ½ hours of news per week. This list is, by 
necessity, only a representative sampling. 
   



POVERTY 
7/24/15 
6:40am 
Higher wage rally for minimum wage 
 
7/30/125 
5:11am 
Anthem backpack donations 

 
7/31/15 
12:15pm 
Local radio station supports bottled water 
drive to benefit Wheeler Mission and 
provide water to the homeless during the 
summer. 
 
7/28/15 
12:06pm 
Community leaders host emergency food 
access meeting in neighborhoods left 
without a grocery store after the Double 
8 closes all its stores. 

 
7/1/15 
5:24pm 
Details about President Obama’s plan to 
increase overtime pay for Americans and 
how employers could avoid paying it. 
 
7/1/15 
5:33pm 
Wheeler Mission launches campaign called 
“Sack Hunger” while their kitchen is 
unavailable due to badly needed 
renovations. 
 
7/6/15 
11:14pm 
Funding problems threaten the renovation 
plans for Tarkington Park, which organizers 
hoped would revitalize the Midtown area of 
Indianapolis. 
 
7/20/15 
11:14pm 
Indiana Gaming Commission declares 
Euchre Club at senior center is illegal 
gambling, despite the fact that winners tend 
to get grocery items 
 

8/3/15  
6:19am 
Stand down to help homeless 
 
8/13/15 
6:32am 
Flood damage cost on crops 
 
8/3/15 
12:05 pm 
Preview of IFD’s Smoke Detector Blitz to 
ensure all homes have smoke detectors, 
especially in poorer neighborhoods. 
 
8/18/15 
12:21 pm 
It’s $2 Tuesday at the State Fair – we look 
at how far $20 can stretch. 
8/3/15 
5:38 pm 
Preview of IFD’s Smoke Detector Blitz to 
ensure all homes have smoke detectors, 
especially in poorer neighborhoods. 
 
8/4/15 
5:06 pm 
Mayoral Candidates propose their visions 
for bringing economic development to 
disadvantaged neighborhoods by counting 
abandoned homes.  
 
8/1/15 
11:07pm 
Promoting church back to school drive to 
make sure underprivileged kids have the 
supplies they need. 
 
8/8/15 
11:08 pm 
Mozel Sanders Black & White Gala raises 
money to support and feed local families. 
 
9/29/2015 
6:17am 
Wheeler mission merger 
 
9/25/2015 
5:48am 
Animal care and control problems 



POVERTY (Continued) 
9/4/15 
12:05 pm 
Unemployment rate drops to lowest point in 
seven years. 
 
9/7/15 
12:08 pm 
Gleaners Food Bank launches 
“Spoontember” campaign to raise money. 
 
9/2/15 
5:37 pm 
Warning about a food stamp outage that will 
last for two days as agency shifts to new 
card provider. 
 
9/7/15 
6:07 pm 
Community against planned changes to 
Tarkington Park which they say don’t serve 
the needs of the low-income people nearby. 
 
9/5/15 
11:10 pm 
Hoosiers take part in annual Miracle Mile 
Bike Ride to benefit low cost animal clinic. 
 
9/7/15 
11:10 pm 
Community against planned changes to 
Tarkington Park which they say don’t serve 
the needs of the low-income people nearby. 
  



MILITARY 
7/29/15 
6:27am 
Vets apartment without ac 
 
7/22/15 
5:39am 
Honor flight seeks veterans 
 
7/21/15 
12:03pm 
Governor Pence declares flags flown at half 
staff in honor of the marines and sailor killed 
in a shooting in Chattanooga, TN. 
 
7/24/15 
12:04pm 
A preview piece about the Brickyard 400 
with an emphasis on the events that honor 
the military: dyeing the canal to honor a 
USMC Sergeant, military-themed obstacle 
course for kids, etc. 
 
7/2/15 
5:24pm 
Update on lockdown at Navy yard in 
Washington, D.C. for possible active 
shooter. 
 
7/2/15 
5:32pm 
Three men in Greenfield are volunteering to 
preserve and archive photographs from 
World War II. 
 
7/1/15 
11:16pm 
Hoosier Heroes story about military veteran 
who once was homeless and today started 
a new job and is in a transitional housing 
program. 
 
7/2/15 
11:19pm 
Three men in Greenfield are volunteering to 
preserve and archive photographs from 
World War II. 
 
 
 

7/29/15 
6:27am 
Vets apartment without ac 
 
7/22/15 
5:39am 
Honor flight seeks veterans 
 
8/27/15 
6:19am 
Local vet creates digital journal 
  
8/10/15 
5:40am 
Military day at the state fair 
 
8/3/15 
12:15 pm 
“World’s Largest Golf Outing” held in 
Noblesville to benefit the Wounded Warrior 
Project. 
 
8/17/15 
12:20 pm 
Pentagon considers expanding number of 
drone flights overseas by 50%. 
 
8/3/15 
5:52 pm 
“World’s Largest Golf Outing” held in 
Noblesville to benefit the Wounded Warrior 
Project. 
 
8/7/15 
5:14 pm 
Local mother of a Marine places hundreds 
of American flags in front of World War 
Memorial for the Flags for Honor project. 
 
8/9/15 
11:11 pm 
Indy Honor Flight organizes annual reunion 
for WWII veterans. 
 
8/11/15 
11:17 pm 
Veteran claims he was misdiagnosed by 
doctors at the Roudebush Medical Center 
and was left blind in one eye. 
 
 



MILITARY (Continued) 
9/21/2015 
6:39am 
veteran wish granted 
 
9/11/2015 
5:32am 
Veterans funding 
 
9/11/15 
12:00 pm 
Remembering those lost and those who 
served on the anniversary of 9/11. 
 
9/21/15 
12:15pm 
Cotls Pat Mcafee funds charity to help 
active duty military members get new 
homes. 
 
9/7/15 
5:48 pm 
Non-profit group works to give the remains 
of unclaimed veterans a proper burial. 
 
9/8/15 
5:05 pm 
Update on a 2014 study which found the IN 
Department of Veterans Affairs did not 
serve veterans properly. 
 
9/5/15 
11:15 pm 
178 Hoosier veterans take part in Indy 
Honor Flight, an all-expense paid trip to 
Washington, D.C. to visit the war memorials 
made in their honor. 
 
9/10/15 
11:15 pm 
Update on how Indiana ranks when it 
comes to spending per veteran by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 
 
  



EDUCATION 
7/28/15 
6:27am 
Cost of back to school supplies 
 
7/31/2015 
5:02am 
Code of conduct policy changes 
 
7/31/15 
12:05pm 
Columbus Police Department plans extra 
patrols as students go back to school. 
 
7/30/15 
12:16pm 
Preview of a discussion of the new IPS 
code of conduct after a brutal fight in a high 
school hallway. 
 
7/1/15 
5:36pm 
Indiana Board of Education considers 
changing how A to F grades are assigned to 
schools. 
 
7/6/15 
5:44pm 
Expert advice on how to avoid the “summer 
slide” in kids over vacation. 
 
7/13/15 
11:14pm 
State Department of Education warns of 
teacher shortage for upcoming school year. 
 
7/14/15 
11:14pm 
Changes approved to school zone speed 
limits in Noblesville makes it clear to drivers 
when school is in session and the lower 
speed limit applies. 
 
8/31/15 
6:16am 
Franklin bus cameras and gps 
 
8/28/15 
5:47am 
Mike ahern goes back to school 

8/3/15 
12:05 pm 
First day of school at IPS. We look at what’s 
different this year. 
 
8/11/15 
12:08 om 
Talking to a doctor about the illnesses kids 
often catch when they return to school. 
 
8/1/15 
6:03pm 
Back to School Family Day is the state’s 
largest back to school event where students 
can get supplies, vaccinations, vision 
screenings, and other things for school. 
 
8/3/15 
5:03 pm 
Push by state lawmakers to study reports of 
a teacher shortage in Indiana. 
 
8/1/15 
11:06 pm 
Back to School Family Day is the state’s 
largest back to school event where students 
can get supplies, vaccinations, vision 
screenings, and other things for school. 
 
8/3/15 
11:09 pm 
Push by state lawmakers to study reports of 
a teacher shortage in Indiana. 
 
9/25/2015 
5:38am 
Free college plan 
 
9/10/2015 
6:37am 
Teacher shortage 
 
9/8/15 
12:05 pm 
Committee set to study the IStep and 
possibly recommend changes. 
 
9/9/15 
12:01 pm 
Fire at a catholic church burns the school 
attached to it, displacing students. 



EDUCATION (Continued) 
9/1/15 
6:08 pm 
Superintendent Ritz announces she expects 
IStep scores to drop because of harder 
questions and a new format. 
 
9/2/15 
6:10 pm 
US Education Secretary Arne Duncan visit 
to Indiana schools announced. 
 
9/7/15 
11:15 pm 
Hoosier teacher honored as one of four 
finalist for 2015 National Teacher of the 
Year. 
 
9/8/15 
11:01 pm 
Westfield High School thanks the first 
responders who helped students hurt in the 
April stage collapse. 
  



HEATH 
7/23/15 
6:33am 
West nile virus 
 
7/30/15 
5:50am 
4 your health, pulmonary disease 
 
7/30/15 
12:08pm 
State Department of Health closes 
investigation into Planned Parenthood after 
finding no violations when it comes to the 
disposal of aborted remains. 
 
7/30/15 
12:10pm 
Seniors rally in support of Medicare in honor 
of its 50th anniversary. 
 
7/1/15 
5:42pm 
Study links PTSD in women to an increased 
risk of heart attacks. 
 
7/2/15 
5:36pm 
Details about particulate matter danger as it 
relates to fireworks. 
 
7/5/15 
11:10pm 
Wayne County plans to ask the state to 
approve a needle exchange program. 
 
7/20/15 
11:09pm 
Details about a fake nurse in McCordsville. 
 
8/19/15 
6:06am 
Pedestrian danger areas 
 
8/17/15 
5:49am 
Teen healthcare 
 

8/3/15 
12:02 pm 
Preview of the attempt in the senate to vote 
on de-funding Planned Parenthood. 
 
8/4/15 
12:22 pm 
Return of the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge one 
year later. 
8/1/15 
6:14pm 
Breakthrough in development of Ebola 
vaccine. 
 
8/3/15 
5:44 pm 
New study finds children who are picky 
eaters may suffer from more serious issues. 
 
8/1/15 
11:14 pm 
“Stand up to Cancer” Night at the Indians 
game features a 7-year-old boy who is now 
cancer free. 
 
8/2/15 
11:02 pm 
Preview of the attempt in the senate to vote 
on de-funding Planned Parenthood. 
 
9/29/2015 
6:37am 
Breast cancer awareness month 
 
9/18/2015 
6:37am 
New flu recommendations 
 
9/1/15 
12:06 pm 
IU Health President announces his 
retirement. 
 
9/3/15 
12:14 pm 
Fall sports survivor guard, for both student 
athletes and their parents. 

 
 

 
 



HEATH (Continued) 
9/2/15 
5:43 
Story about a 8-year-old boy born without 
ears and the special surgery that created 
ears for him. 
 
9/3/15 
5:07 pm 
Attorney General issues official opinion to 
make it easier for people to get Narcan, a 
heroin overdose antidote. 
 
9/3/15 
11:17 
Attorney General issues official opinion to 
make it easier for people to get Narcan, a 
heroin overdose antidote. 
 
9/7/15 
11:08 pm 
Teens begin using e-cigarettes to vape 
marijuana. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOCIAL ENCOURAGEMENT 
07/27/15 
5:43am 
Make a wish party 
 
07/31/15 
5:27am 
Kids’ day at colts training camp 
 
July 27 
12:25pm 
Encouraging people to vote for a Noblesville 
woman in the Lays “Do Us a Flavor” 
contest. 
 
July 22 
12:09pm 
Rally in support of Mack Long, a man shot 
and killed by IMPD after running from a 
traffic stop. 
 
7/1/15 
5:38pm 
Blood drive in the city of Lapel to honor a 
police officer who died in the line of duty. 
 
7/1/15 
6:15pm 
Local architect wants to help rebuild black 
churches that were burned down, possibly 
by racially-motivated arsonists. 
 
7/4/15 
11:24 pm 
Concert for the Fourth of July called “Indy-
pendence” benefits cancer charities. 
 
7/5/15 
11:18 pm 
A man donates a kidney to his brother who 
had also recently suffered cardiac arrest. 
They set up a GoFundMe page since the 
one brother won’t be able to work and pay 
for college while he recovers. 
 

8/17/15 
5:34am 
Worker bill of rights rally  
 
8/28/15 
5:40am 
Indy pet adoption 
 
8/4/15 
12:14 pm 
Piece about National Night Out, 
encouraging people to meet their neighbors 
and promote safety in their community. 
 
8/10/15 
12:15 pm 
New app called “Charity Miles” enables you 
to fundraise for the charity of your choice 
while working out. 

 
8/1/15 
6:10 pm 
Gen Con attendees playing the game 
BattleKasters donate money to the 
Indianapolis Public Library Foundation to 
get kids excited about reading. 
 
8/4/15 
6:17 pm 
Preview of National Night Out, encouraging 
people to meet their neighbors and promote 
safety in their community. 

 
8/1/15 
11:25 pm 
Gen Con game BattleKasters donates 
money to the Indianapolis Public Library 
Foundation to get kids excited about 
reading. 
 
8/8/15 
11:15 pm 
“Fly for Life” event brings people together to 
fly kites and raise money for kids battling 
cancer. 

 
 
 

 

9/28/2015 
6:40am 
Wreckers for riley 

SOCIAL ENCOURAGEMENT 



(Continued) 
9/29/2015 
6:18am 
Kids bake for good 
 
9/7/15 
12:17 pm 
Olive Garden restaurants provide free food 
to first responders on Labor Day. 
 
9/8/15 
12:13 pm 
Local group of moms head to Washington, 
D.C. to take part in gun control rally. 
 
9/1/15 
5:37 pm 
Oak Street Health offers new clinic for 
Senior Citizens in Irvington providing health, 
social, educational, and fitness activities. 
 
9/2/15 
6:08 pm 
Church pastor organizes traveling casket to 
send a message to stop violence. 
 
9/1/15 
11:19 pm 
Oak Street Health offers new clinic for 
Senior Citizens in Irvington providing health, 
social, educational, and fitness activities. 
 
9/2/15 
11:11 pm 
Special fundraiser for family of Lafayette 
teenager killed in car crash who had 
recently signed up for National Guard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



Issues Addressed in PSAs 
Here are some examples of the PSAs addressing the 5 primary public issues for WTTV. 

 

 

 Issue Description:  Education.  WTTV+WTTK believe it is important to air PSAs to promote 

the education of our local community. 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  America’s Navy    I17301 

Duration:  :10 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Communities in Schools   I17302 

Duration:  :15 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  US Department of Education  I17303 

Duration:  :20 

 

 

 Issue Description:  Health.   WTTV+WTTK believe it is important to air PSAs that deal with 

community health.  

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Leukemia & Lymphoma Society  I17305 

Duration:  :10 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Lupus Foundation   I17306 

Duration:  :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Obesity Action Coalition   I17307 

Duration:  :60 

 

 

 



 Issue Description:  Military.   Indiana has an abnormally high military service rate.  

WTTV+WTTK believe it is important to air PSAs that deal the military and let Hoosiers know 

how they can assist our men and women in uniform. 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  US Air Force    I17308 

Duration:  :15 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  The Coalition to Salute American Heroes I17309 

Suration:  :20 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Easter Seals Dixon Center   I17310 

Duration:  :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Gary Sinise Foundation   I17900 / I17901 / I17902 

Duration:  :15 / :30 / :30 

 

 

 Issue Description:  Poverty.  Research indicates that poverty is a concern in our DMA.  

WTTV+WTTK believe it is important to air PSAs that deal with poverty. 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Habitat for Humanity   I17311 

Duration:  :10 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Goodwill Industries   I17313 

Duration:  :15 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Feeding America    I17314 / I17321 

Duration:  :60 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Boy’s & Girl’s Clubs of America  I17322 

Duration:  :10 

 

 



 Issue Description:  Social Encouragement.   WTTV+WTTK believes it is important to air 

PSAs that deal with social encouragement. 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  National Safe Boating Council  I17315 

Duration:  :20 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Humane Society of America  I17316 

Duration:  :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  National Park Service   I17317 

Duration:  :60 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  TONY STEWART FOUNDATION    17201 / 17200 

Duration:  :15 / :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Andre Carson Emergency Prep  I17903 

Duration:  :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Andre Carson Mental Health Awareness I17904 

Duration:  :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Jackie Walorski Healthy Kids  I17905 

Duration:  :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Jackie Walorski Literacy   I17906 

Duration:  :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Joe Donnelly Mental Health Awareness I17907 

Duration:  :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Joe Donnelly Support Our Troops  I17908 



Duration:  :30 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Larry Buschon Mental Health Awareness I17909 

Duration:  :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Larry Buschon Support Our Troops  I17910 

Duration:  :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Susan Brooks Mental Health Awareness I17911 

Duration:  :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Susan Brooks Support Our Troops  I17912 

Duration:  :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Todd Young Support Our Troops  I17913 

Duration:  :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Todd Rokita Literacy   I17914 

Duration:  :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  Todd Rokita Support Our Troops  I17915 

Duration:  :30 

 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 

Title:  NAB Neilson    I17916 / I17917 / I17918 

Duration:  :15 / :30 / :60 

 

 

 

Issue Description:  Equal Opportunity Employer.  WXIN is an equal opportunity employer. 

Issue Treatment:  Public Service Announcement 
Title:  WXIN-FOX / WXIN-ANTTV / WXIN-THIS      WTTV-CBS / WTTV-IND / EEO #I17185 
Duration:  :30 

 



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

JULY 2015 
FACE THE NATION 

07/05/15 Guests: Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News Correspondent (1); Michael Morell, CBS News 

Senior Security Contributor, former Deputy Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 

(2); Margaret Brennan, CBS News Foreign Affairs Correspondent (3); Senator Bob Corker 

(R-TN), Chairman, Senate Foreign Relations Committee (4); Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-

MN) (5); former Senator Rick Santorum (R-PA), Republican Presidential Candidate (6); 

Peter Baker, The New York Times (7); Fernando Espuelas, contributor, The Hill (7); Mike 

Allen, Politico (7); Molly Ball, The Atlantic (7); Jericka Duncan, CBS News Correspondent 

(8) 

 1) a report from Tartus, Syria on the intense overnight airstrikes from U.S. and coalition 

forces against ISIS (ISIL) militants in Raqqa, Syria 

 2) Topics include: reasons behind this weekend’s heightened terrorism alertness / 

opinion that increased security is the new normal / differences between the terrorist 

threats from ISIS (ISIL) and al Qaeda / powerful social media use by ISIS (ISIL) / strategy 

to defeat ISIS (ISIL) / overnight airstrikes from U.S. and coalition forces against ISIS(ISIL) 

militants in Raqqa, Syria 

 3) a report from Vienna, Austria on the latest developments in the ongoing negotiations 

between the United States and Iran over Iran’s nuclear program 

 4) Topics include: ongoing negotiations to limit Iran’s nuclear capability / opinion that 

the Obama administration views this as a “legacy issue” / criticisms and concerns 

regarding the negotiations; President Obama’s strategy of containment in Iraq and Syria 

regarding ISIS (ISIL) 

 5) Topics include: speculation regarding how this anticipated deal will be met by 

Republicans and Democrats; recent announcement from President Obama that the 

United States will be opening an embassy in Cuba / Cuba’s human rights record; 

campaigns of Senator Bernie Sanders and Hillary Clinton 

 6) Topics include: ongoing negotiations to limit Iran’s nuclear capability; reaction to the 

decision by the U.S. Supreme Court to overturn same-sex marriage bans / opposition to 

same-sex couples raising children / reaction to recent comments from fellow Republican 

candidate Donald Trump negatively characterizing Mexican immigrants / opinion of 

Donald Trump as a candidate 

 7) Topics include: reaction from other Republican presidential candidates to Donald 

Trump’s comments concerning immigrants, particularly Jeb Bush / Mr. Trump’s 

unorthodox campaign style / New Jersey Governor Chris Christie’s entry in to the race / 



Mr. Trump’s participation in the debates / Mitt Romney’s role and influence in the 

Republican Party; campaigns of Hillary Clinton and Senator Bernie Sanders 

 8) a report from Vancouver, Canada on tonight’s Women’s World Cup soccer final 

between the United States and Japan 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

07/12/15 Guests: Margaret Brennan, CBS News Foreign Affairs Correspondent (1); Representative 

John Boehner (R-OH), Speaker of the House of Representatives (2); Senator Tom Cotton 

(R-AR), Senate Armed Services Committee (3); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), 

Democratic Presidential Candidate (4); Susan Page, USA Today (5); Tavis Smiley, Host, 

Tavis Smiley, PBS (5); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (5); 

Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (5) 

 1) a report from Vienna, Austria on the negotiations to reach a deal over Iran’s nuclear 

program by Monday’s deadline 

 2) Topics include: criticism of the negotiations to reach a deal over Iran’s nuclear 

program; reaction to Hillary Clinton’s recent CNN interview, where she discussed the 

issue of her e-mails related to Benghazi / opinion that Mrs. Clinton is not being truthful; 

opinion that Donald Trump’s behavior impacts just him negatively, not the entire 

Republican Party; campaigns of Hillary Clinton and Senator Bernie Sanders / belief that 

the Democratic Party is “out of step with Main Street America”; issue of sanctuary cities 

-- localities that do not enforce federal immigration laws / criticism of President Obama 

for not working on immigration reform / refutation of the claim made by some 

members of the Republican Party that immigration was not dealt with last year because 

it would expose disagreements within the party during an election year; upcoming visit 

to Congress by Pope Francis 

 3) Topics include: criticism of the negotiations to reach a deal over Iran’s nuclear 

program / belief that the Obama administration continues to make more and more 

concessions during the negotiations and should have walked away from the table a long 

time ago / criticism of Iran as anti-American and terror sponsoring / criticism of 

President Obama’s policy in the Middle East / Russia versus Iran as the more serious 

threat to America’s safety 

 4) Topics include: reasons behind Senator Sanders’ popularity; reaction to 

Representative Boehner’s criticism of him / criticism of the Republican Party; respect for 

Hillary Clinton / differences between himself and Mrs. Clinton; Senator Sanders’ 

agreement with Pope Francis over the issues of climate change and “casino-type 

capitalism”; belief that he can “deliver in Washington”; criticism of President Obama for 



believing that he could negotiate with Republicans, when they never wanted to 

negotiate with the President in the first place / call for a grassroots movement to take 

on the Republican Party 

 5) Topics include: friendship between the Bush and Clinton families, in light of the 

candidacies of Hillary Clinton and Jeb Bush / the Clinton campaign’s reaction to the 

popularity of Senator Bernie Sanders / the campaigns of Mrs. Clinton and Senator 

Sanders / impact of candidates Donald Trump and Senator Sanders on the campaigns of 

their respective rivals in the presidential race / reaction from other Republican 

presidential candidates to Mr. Trump’s comments concerning immigrants, particularly 

Jeb Bush / possibility of Donald Trump running as an independent / criticism of Mr. 

Trump for his campaign tactics; the negotiations to reach a deal over Iran’s nuclear 

program / potential impact of any deal on the presidential campaign / belief by some 

that Obama administration views this potential deal with Iran as a “legacy issue” 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

07/19/15 Guests: U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry (1); Dr. Ernest Moniz, United States Secretary 

of Energy (1); Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister, Israel (2); Senator Dianne Feinstein 

(D-CA), Senate Intelligence Committee (3); Frank Luntz, CBS News Analyst, Republican 

Pollster (4); Gwen Ifill, co-anchor, “PBS NewsHour”; moderator, “Washington Week” (5); 

Mark Leibovich, The New York Times Magazine (5); Robert Costa, The Washington Post 

(5); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (5); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (6); 

Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (6); Margaret Brennan, CBS News State Department 

Correspondent (6) 

 1) Topics include: reaction to criticism of the nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 

(China, France, Russia, The United Kingdom, the United States, and Germany) and Iran / 

clarification of “anytime, anywhere” inspections of Iran’s nuclear sites / restraints within 

the deal to limit Iran’s ability to acquire conventional arms and ballistic missiles / how 

Iran should now be viewed by Americans -- once an enemy, now an adversary / benefits 

of the deal between the P5+1 and Iran / opinion that not having majority support in 

Congress does not undermine the deal 

 2) Topics include: criticism of the nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 and Iran / 

opinion that this deal paves the way for Iran to develop a bigger nuclear arsenal / threat 

against Israel / plans to lobby Congress against the deal / relationship with President 

Obama / deal with Iran is a “repeat of the mistake of North Korea” 

 3) Topics include: Thursday’s shooting rampage by Mohammod Youssuf Abdulazeez at 

two separate military locations in Chattanooga, TN, resulting in the death of five soldiers 

/ opinion that the shooter was a “lone wolf” / role of ISIS (ISIL) in the attack / availability 

of propaganda material on the internet; support for the nuclear deal reached between 

the P5+1 and Iran 



 4) an interview with Mr. Luntz on yesterday’s Iowa Family Leadership Summit where, as 

moderator, Mr. Luntz questioned Mr. Trump, who declared that Senator John McCain 

(R-AZ), a former POW and Vietnam Veteran, is not a war hero 

 5) Topics include: comments made by Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump 

concerning Mexican immigrants and Senator John McCain / reaction from Republican 

and Democratic presidential candidates / type of voter attracted to a political candidate 

like Mr. Trump / what Mr. Trump’s campaign, as well as the reaction from his fellow 

candidates, says about the state of the Republican Party; the campaigns of Hillary 

Clinton and Republican Governor Scott Walker; encounter that Democratic presidential 

candidates Senator Bernie Sanders and Martin O’Malley had with “Black Lives Matter” 

activists at the Netroots Nations conference 

 6) Topics include: nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 (China, France, Russia, The 

United Kingdom, the United States, and Germany) and Iran / reaction to the deal from 

America’s Arab allies / potential impact of this deal on the current situation in Syria / 

reaction from the Iranian people to the deal / tensions between the parties involved in 

the negotiating process / President Obama’s legacy 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

07/26/15 Guests: Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, Republican 

Presidential Candidate (1); former Governor Rick Perry (R-TX), Republican Presidential 

Candidate (2); Governor Bobby Jindal (R-LA), Republican Presidential Candidate (3); 

Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) (4); Nancy Cordes, CBS News Congressional Correspondent 

(5); John Heilemann, Bloomberg Politics (5); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine (5); Gerald 

Seib, The Wall Street Journal (5); Thomas Donilon, former National Security Advisor, 

Obama administration, Council on Foreign Relations (6); former Representative Mike 

Rogers (R-MI) (6) 

 1) Topics include: differences between the candidacies of Senator Paul and Donald 

Trump; latest developments in the Hillary Clinton Benghazi e-mail investigation; Senator 

Paul’s flat tax policy; his proposed legislation to deny federal funding for Planned 

Parenthood 

 2) Topics include: Governor Perry’s criticism of fellow Republican candidate Donald 

Trump / opinion that Mr. Trump’s comments about Senator John McCain (R-AZ) hurt the 

Republican message / response to voters attracted to a political candidate like Mr. 

Trump 

 3) Topics include: latest details on the investigation into Thursday night’s shooting 

rampage by John Russell Houser at a movie theater in Lafayette, Louisiana / Mr. 

Houser’s history of mental illness / gun laws in Louisiana / call for tougher gun laws in 

other states / promise to arrest any members of the Westboro Baptist Church who 



make good on their threat to disrupt the funeral service of one of the victims of 

Thursday’s shooting 

 4) Topics include: questions as to how John Russell Houser, who had a criminal record 

and was mentally ill, was able to obtain a gun / call for Republicans to work with 

Democrats “on the most reasonable, sensible path forward” on gun control; issue of 

Hillary Clinton’s e-mails related to Benghazi; nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 

and Iran 

 5) Topics include: candidacy of Donald Trump / type of voter attracted to a political 

candidate like Mr. Trump / reaction from other Republican presidential candidates to 

Mr. Trump; impact of the issue of Hillary Clinton’s e-mails related to Benghazi on her 

presidential campaign / Friday’s erroneous report in The New York Times ascribing 

criminal referrals to her / Mrs. Clinton’s offer to testify publicly over the e-mails related 

to Benghazi ; encounter that Democratic presidential candidates Senator Bernie Sanders 

and Martin O’Malley had with “Black Lives Matter” activists at the Netroots Nations 

conference 

 6) Topics include: Turkey’s recent decision to become more involved in the fight against 

ISIS (ISIL) and to allow the United States to access airbases inside their country in the 

fight against ISIS (ISIL) / agreement with FBI Director James Comey and Attorney General 

Loretta Lynch that ISIS (ISIL) is a greater threat than al-Qaeda / current conditions in 

Iraq; nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 and Iran 

60 MINUTES 

07/05/15 “Dead or Alive” – a report on the errors of the Social Security Administration’s Death 

Master File. Those who are alive and mistakenly put onto the list, can be cut out of 

existence by banks, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), Medicare, credit agencies and 

the like. On the other hand, there have been continued payments to deceased citizens 

whose names were never put on the list. To combat these errors, the Social Security 

Administration has started cross-checking with a Medicare list to see who is using 

Medicare, and if a citizen has been off the list for three years, they gather more 

information to see if they are dead or alive. Includes interviews with: living Americans 

declared dead by the Social Security Administration: Don Pilger, Kristina Pace, Betty 

Denault, and Judy Rivers; Patrick O’Carroll, Social Security Administration’s inspector 

general; and Sandra Kimbro, who pleaded guilty to accepting her mother's Social 

Security benefits, but says it was done so unknowingly. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Patricia 

Shevlin, Gabrielle Schonder) (OAD: 03/15/15 - includes an update) 

 “Breeding Out Disease” - a report on how advances in the science and technology of 

reproductive genetics and in vitro fertilization are allowing scientists to weed out many 

dangerous diseases -- such as breast cancer, muscular dystrophy, and hemophilia -- 

from the gene pool.  Includes interviews with: Dr. Mark Hughes, geneticist and founder 



of Genesis Genetics, who pioneered the technique of preimplantation genetic diagnosis 

(PGD), an embryo screening procedure; Melinda (no last name given), breast cancer 

victim and mother; Anne Morriss, mother and co-founder of GenePeeks, a 

computerized technique which uses DNA information from the saliva of prospective 

parents to create a thousand digital/virtual embryos; Lee Silver, molecular biologist, 

Princeton University, and co-founder of GenePeeks.  (C: Norah O’Donnell - P: Tanya 

Simon) (OAD: 10/26/14) 

 “Steve Carell” – an interview / profile of Steve Carell, the Hollywood actor. He discusses 

his past career and his performance in the soon-to-be released psychodrama 

“Foxcatcher”. Carell has long been known for his roles in comedic movies and his hit TV 

series “The Office”, which concluded last year. Includes comments from Carell’s wife, 

Nancy Carell. (C: Steve Kroft – P: Michael Karzis) (OAD: 11/09/14) 

 

07/12/15 “The Swiss Leaks” – an investigation conducted by 60 MINUTES and the International 

Consortium of Investigative Journalists into the biggest leak in Swiss banking history. 

Herve Falciani, a former HSBC computer security specialist in Switzerland, stole -- with 

questionable motives -- computer files with over one hundred thousand names tied to 

Swiss bank accounts in 2007 and gave it to the French government. The list is being used 

to go after tax cheats, arms dealers, and drug smugglers around the world. HSBC 

declined to respond on camera about the files, but acknowledged the bank had been 

used to evade taxes in the past and says it will no longer engage in those activities with 

future clients. Falciani is now a fugitive living in France because Swiss authorities 

charged him with industrial espionage. Includes interviews with: Jack Blum, former U.S. 

Senate staff investigator; Herve Falciani, former HSBC computer security specialist; 

Christian Eckert (through translator), France’s Secretary of State for the Budget; and 

Serge Michel, editor of French newspaper Le Monde.  (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Ira Rosen, 

Habiba Nosheen) (OAD: 02/08/15 - includes an update) 

 “Alive and Kickin’” – a report on the musical, "Alive: 55+ and Kickin'," conceived and 

written by Vy Higginsen, founder of the Mama Foundation for the Arts in Harlem, New 

York and her husband, Ken Wydro, creative director at the Mama Foundation and a 

playwright. The musical features a full company of performers ages 55 and over with 

most of them experiencing their first time on stage while sharing personal stories with 

the audience.  Higginsen has made it her mission to preserve African-American music, 

both gospel and popular music like soul and rhythm and blues (R&B). Includes excerpts 

from a performance of “Alive: 55+ and Kickin’”. Includes interviews with: Vy Higginsen; 

and performers Theo Harris and his wife, Phyllis Harris; Debbie Bingham; Renee Walker; 

Matthew Brown; and Matthew Burke. Also includes comments by Ken Wydro; Greg 

Kelly, pianist; and Roberta Ross, singer. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shari Finkelstein) DOUBLE 

LENGTH SEGMENT (OAD: 01/04/15) 



60 MINUTES (continued) 

07/19/15 “Rare Earth Elements” – a report on how China has become the world leader of rare 

earth metals, essential ingredients used in everything from smart phones and 

computers, to cars and missiles. The U.S. began the cultivation of these materials at 

Molycorp, Inc.’s mine in Mountain Pass, California after geologists identified rare earth 

elements in the Mojave Desert, but it was shut down in 1998 due to environmental 

concerns. Meanwhile, China took over the industry since they have less environmental 

constraints around mining and lower labor costs, which translates into lower pricing. 

Molycorp Inc.’s Mountain Pass mine reopened in 2010. Includes interviews with: 

Constantine Karayannopoulos, chairman of Molycorp, Inc.; Daniel McGroarty, principal 

of Carmot Strategic Group; and Ed Richardson, president of the U.S. Magnetic Materials 

Association. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Graham Messick, Kevin Livelli) (OAD: 03/22/15 - 

includes an update) 

 “Ending Life” - a report on the ongoing state-by-state battle over assisted suicide, 

focusing on an interview with Barbara Mancini of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, who was 

arrested and accused of helping her 93-year-old terminally ill father, Joe Yourshaw, to 

kill himself.  Also interviewed: Barbara Coombs Lee, president, Compassion & Choices, 

an advocacy group on end-of-life issues; Dr. Ira Byock, professor, Dartmouth College, 

and head of the Providence Health System’s Institute for Human Caring.  (C: Anderson 

Cooper - P: Andy Court) (OAD: 10/19/14) 

 “All-American” – an interview / profile of "patriotic philanthropist" David Rubenstein, 

billionaire co-founder of the Carlyle Group -- one of the world’s largest private equity 

firms, who is giving away most of his money to support the preservation of some of 

America's most iconic monuments and documents. Among his recipients: The 

Washington Monument; Thomas Jefferson’s home, Monticello; the Declaration of 

Independence; the Iwo Jima Memorial; and the National Zoological Park’s Giant Panda 

Habitat. Also includes interviews with: Warren Buffett, billionaire philanthropist and 

investor; and Jonathan Jarvis, director of the National Park Service; and comments from 

Bettie Rubenstein, David’s mother. (C: Morley Safer – P: Katy Textor) (OAD: 05/03/15) 

 

 

 

07/26/15 “The Gaskos” – a report on the capture of the FBI’s most wanted man, Boston mobster 

James “Whitey” Bulger, and his girlfriend, Catherine Greig. For over 14 years the couple 

avoided an international manhunt by living a quiet, secluded life in Santa Monica, 

California posing as “Charley and Carol Gasko”. Federal law enforcement trackers 

explain how a breast augmentation by Greig and the couple’s shared love for animals 



led to their arrest. Includes interviews with Josh Bond, manager of the Princess Eugenia 

Apartments; Janus Goodwin and Barbara Gluck, tenants of the Princess Eugenia 

Apartments; Scott Garriola, Rich Teahan, Tommy MacDonald and Phil Torsney (Ret.), FBI 

Special Agents; and Neil Sullivan, Deputy U.S. Marshall. (C: Steve Kroft – P: Tanya Simon) 

(OAD: 11/24/13 - includes an update) 

 “Wikimania” – a report on Wikipedia, the free Internet encyclopedia, and how the non-

profit Wikimedia Foundation has kept the website among the ten most popular 

advertisement-free sites. Jimmy Wales, founder of Wikimedia Foundation and co-

founder of Wikipedia, discusses his vision of this charity and how he’s trying to get more 

women involved as Wikipedians, the volunteers who write and edit Wikipedia's articles. 

Includes interviews with: Jimmy Wales; Sue Gardner, former executive director of the 

Wikimedia Foundation; Lila Tretikov, executive director of the Wikimedia Foundation; 

Amanda Levendowski, Wikipedian; and Dumi Ndubane, engineer and Wikipedian. Also 

includes comments by unidentified people attending Wikimania event. (C: Morley Safer 

– P: David Browning, Jonathan Schienberg) (OAD: 04/05/15) 

 “Star-Struck” – an interview / profile of astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson, director of 

the American Museum of Natural History’s Hayden Planetarium. With millions of 

followers on Twitter, he is perhaps America’s most popular scientist. Tyson hosts a 

weekly radio show, “StarTalk” and hosted the 2014 television documentary series, 

“Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey”.  (C: Charlie Rose – P: Robert G. Anderson, Aaron 

Weisz) (OAD: 03/22/15) 

48 HOURS 

07/04/15 48 HOURS PRESENTS: “Murder At Sea?” – an updated rebroadcast of a report on the 

disappearance of newlywed George Smith, who vanished in 2005 from a cruise ship in 

the Mediterranean while on his honeymoon, as first reported in “Love Lost” (OAD: 

04/08/06) and mentioned in “Dark Voyage” (OAD: 09/23/06). This report uncovers the 

questionable alibis, failed polygraphs and a provocative video that involves the three 

men who last saw Smith alive. In the years since Smith went missing, his family has been 

seeking answers to what happened to him after a night of heavy drinking and gambling 

in the ship’s casino. His disappearance was ruled a likely accident and the case has gone 

nowhere, despite reports of arguments on the stateroom balcony, furniture being 

moved and a bloodstain on the overhang of the lifeboats. Mike Jones, an attorney for 

the Smith family, is now trying to get the case moving again. He has gained access to 

Royal Caribbean’s internal investigation and has learned about the existence of a 

videotape in the possession of the FBI, which was recorded just hours after Smith went 

missing by three of the four men to last see Smith alive: cousins Zach Rozenberg and 

Greg Rozenberg and their friend Rusty Kofman. The other passenger, Josh Askin, is not 

on the video. Attorneys for Rusty Kofman and Zach Rozenberg have declined to 

comment. Greg Rozenberg’s attorney says his client just made stupid comments. While 



initially cooperating, Askin’s attorney has now told him to take the Fifth Amendment in 

all questioning. All four men say they had nothing to do with Smith’s death but the men 

are still on the FBI’s radar in this cold case. Mike Jones believes that Josh Askin knows 

what happened. He continues to prod the FBI to re-open the case. On-screen text 

graphic: The FBI’s field office has agreed to review the George Smith case. EPILOGUE: 

On January 9, 2015, the FBI announced the closing of the case. His family stands by the 

reward offer and still believes it was murder. They are hoping the FBI will re-open the 

investigation. On-screen text graphic introduction for the 07/05/14 rebroadcast: “9 

years ago today George Smith disappeared from his honeymoon cruise. This week, his 

family announced a $100,000 reward for information leading “to the arrest and 

conviction of the person (s) responsible.” On-screen text graphic for 07/05/14 

rebroadcast: Anyone with information should call 1-844-651-1936. On-screen text 

graphic for the 07/04/15 rebroadcast: Anyone with information should call 1-844-651-

1936. The Smith family is pushing for a bill to require cruise ships to be equipped with 

man overboard technology.  Interviewed: George Smith’s parents, George Smith III and 

Maureen Smith; his sister Bree Smith; cruise ship passengers Paul and Galina Kvitnisky; 

Emilie Rausch; Clete Hyman; Greg and Pat Lawyer; Christian Ruiz; Keith Greer, attorney 

for Josh Askin; Albert Dayan, attorney for Rusty Kofman; Phil Houston, an expert in 

detecting deception; Mike Jones, Smith family investigator/attorney. NOTE: In this 

broadcast, Zach Rozenberg, Greg Rozenberg, and Josh Askin all appear in interrogation 

videos.  They are not specifically interviewed for this report.  Rusty Kofman appears 

saying no comment. (C: John Miller (correspondent for 05/11/13) / C: Richard 

Schlesinger (correspondent and narrator for the 07/05/14 and 07/04/15 rebroadcasts) - 

P: Lourdes Aguiar, Peter Shaw) (OAD: 05/11/13 as 48 HOURS: “Murder at Sea”; 1st 

Rebroadcast: 07/05/14 as 48 HOURS: “Murder At Sea?”) 

48 HOURS (continued) 

07/11/15 48 HOURS: “The Hit” - a report on the death of colorful entrepreneur and Las Vegas 

gambler Gary Triano, who was blown up in his car after finishing a round of golf at the 

exclusive La Paloma Country Club in Tucson, Arizona in 1996. His ex-wife, socialite 

Pamela Phillips, speaks out for the first time and proclaims her innocence. The Trianos 

were a power couple who were part of the local social set and hobnobbed with Donald 

Trump. Triano had made a fortune in the tribal gaming business, but the bottom fell out 

and he was pushed out of the business. The income loss put a strain on the couple. He 

owed millions of dollars to creditors. The Trianos separated in 1993 and eventually 

divorced. He was killed in 1996. Was it a mob hit? Were friends or family involved? 

Investigation led to endless leads, curious characters and many theories. Eventually the 

investigation led to the involvement of Ron Young, once an acquaintance and possible 

lover of Pamela Phillips. He was arrested along with Pamela Phillips on charges of 

conspiracy and murder. In separate trials, Young denied everything, and was found 

guilty. Pamela Phillips was portrayed as a desperate woman out for life insurance at her 



trial. Her attorneys said that someone else was responsible. She too was found guilty. 

On-screen text graphic: Gary Triano’s family sued Pam Phillips and Ron Young for 

wrongful death. They were awarded $10 million dollars. Interviewed: Pamela Phillips; 

one-time friend of the couple Laura Chapman; Pima County Investigator Gene Reedy; 

ATF Special Agents Tom Mangan and Tony May; Detective James Gamber; Triano friend 

Dr. Lawrence D’Antonio; defense attorney Paul Edkerstrom. (C: Peter Van Sant - P: 

Chuck Stevenson, Greg Fisher) (OAD: 10/11/14) 

 

07/18/15 48 HOURS: "Blaming Melissa" (9:00 - 10:00p) – an updated rebroadcast, after new 

evidence from the coroner’s office is brought to light, detailing the investigation into the 

case of Melissa Calusinski, a young woman who claims she did not murder 16-month-old 

Ben Kingan in 2009, while working at a day care center in Lake County, Illinois, despite 

having confessed to the crime. Also examined are police interrogations, what happens 

after a confession, and what can happen when a key player in the investigation admits 

he made a life-altering mistake. Two days after Ben Kingan’s death, Calusinski was 

brought in for questioning; police told her Ben died from a blunt-force trauma to the 

head and that she was the last adult to have seen him alive. She was interrogated for 

nine hours, never asked for a lawyer, and eventually confessed to dropping the child in a 

way that may have led to a head injury. She was convicted of murder, largely on the fact 

that she had confessed and that the Medical Examiner’s report said that the child 

suffered from fresh injuries to his head. Her family persuaded a newly-elected coroner, 

Dr. Thomas Rudd, to re-examine the evidence. His findings revealed an older head injury 

-- a significant discovery. Eventually, state pathologist Dr. Eupil Choi, admitted to 

missing the old injury in his report. With this information, attorney Kathleen Zellner, 

who specializes in cases pertaining to false confessions, says that Melissa Calusinski did 

not receive a fair trial. Advocates say that, under extreme conditions, 60% of people 

confess to crimes they did not commit. The police say they played by the rules. Two 

courts have allowed the conviction to stand. Attorney Zellner believes the medical 

evidence needs to be re-examined, but the State Attorney will not pass it on. Family and 

friends vow not to give up. Update for the 07/18/15 rebroadcast: after a phone call 

suggesting x-ray images from the autopsy existed that contradicted testimony, Melissa’s 

lawyer petitioned to void her conviction. The cause of death was changed from 

homicide to undetermined. In September, the trial judge will decide whether to hold a 

new hearing that could be a first step to a new trial. On-screen text graphic: Melissa lost 

her first appeal. She plant to try again based on the new medical evidence. On-screen 

text graphic for the 07/18/15 rebroadcast: Melissa’s parents visit her often. They are 

confident they’ll bring her home one day.  Interviewed: Melissa Calusinski; Paul and 

Cheryl Calusinski (parents); Crystal Calusinski (sister); Ruth Fuller (journalist); Dr. Thomas 

Rudd (Lake County coroner); Kathleen Zellner (attorney); Deborah Teurkheimer (law 



professor); Michael Nerheim (States Attorney). (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Gail Abbott 

Zimmerman) (OAD: 02/28/15) 

48 HOURS (continued) 

07/18/15 48 HOURS: “The Girl Next Door” (10:00 – 11:00p) - a report featuring an exclusive 

interview with Tracey Grissom, who is on trial for the murder of her former husband, 

Hunter Grissom. Tracey details the abuse she claims to have suffered and the events 

that led her to shoot and kill him, in an Alabama parking lot in 2012. A young mother 

herself, Tracey and Hunter Grissom had eloped in 2004. Theirs was a troubled 

relationship from the beginning. In 2010 Tracey filed for divorce; she then says Hunter 

became abusive and in November, after she spent the night at a boyfriend’s house, 

Hunter raped her. He was arrested. Soon after, Hunter stopped paying spousal support 

and child support for his daughter, Anna Grace, claiming he was not working. One day, 

Tracey noticed his truck and wanted to take a picture to disprove his claim. She claims 

that he approached her car, intending to hurt her. She then shot six times. She was 

arrested on murder charges. The hour includes interviews with: Tracey Grissom’s 

friends; her attorney; Hunter’s mother and aunt; two of the employees who witnessed 

the incident that took Hunter’s life; and Hunter’s lawyer, who uncovered some 

damaging information about Tracey. The trial lasted two days, but before the case went 

to jury, the judge made a stunning reversal: he said it was a manslaughter case and if 

both sides could agree, he would let the jury consider manslaughter. They did, but 

Tracey did not agree and decided to take her chances of not being convicted of murder. 

The verdict: guilty. At sentencing, her lawyer argued that she was a battered woman, 

hoping to receive a lighter sentence. The judge gave her twenty-five years, neither the 

minimum, nor the maximum sentence. On-screen text graphic: Tracey Grissom must 

serve at least fifteen years of her sentence. She will be eligible for parole in 2029. Anna 

Grace will be twenty years old. On-screen text graphic for the 07/18/15 rebroadcast: 

On July 2, the Alabama court of criminal appeals unanimously upheld Tracey Grissom’s 

murder conviction. Her defense has files for another hearing. Tracey will be eligible for 

parole in 2029. She’ll be 47.  Interviewed: Tracey Grissom; her attorney, Warren 

Freeman; her friend Loren Richards; her brother Travis Waters; Hunter Grissom’s 

mother Melanie Garner and his aunt, Gina Prisock; Tuscaloosa Times journalist 

Stephanie Taylor; Hunter Grissom’s employees William Dockery and Dale Dockery 

(brothers); Hunter Grissom’s attorney Shelly Standridge; social worker Marian Waters; 

and juror Janice Kelly. (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Chris Young Ritzen, Marc B. Goldbaum, 

Claire Anderson, Liza Finley, Susan Mallie, Judy Rybak) (OAD: 11/22/14) 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 



07/25/15 48 HOURS: “Paradise Lost” - an updated report on the investigation into the 2010 

shooting death of Wall Street millionaire John Bender, who was killed in his exotic home 

in Costa Rica. His wife, Ann, is charged with the crime, but she claims innocence. After 

making a $100 million fortune on Wall Street, Bender and his wife bought land in Costa 

Rica where they built a nature preserve, along with an elaborate, four-story hilltop 

home with no walls or windows as the centerpiece. The couple seemed to have 

everything; but both suffered from severe depression, became isolated, and were not 

entirely welcomed by the locals. They lived in fear after an abduction attempt and a 

break-in, and were forced to arm themselves and hire a security team. On January 8, 

2010, John Bender died from a bullet wound to the back of the head. Was it murder, 

suicide or accident? Prosecutors say it was murder. Ann Bender says her husband was 

trying to kill himself and had been suicidal for some time. Other issues in the 

investigation include: allegations that the trustee of the Bender’s $100 Million fortune 

siphoned money from the trust, and the Bender gem collection, which to the Costa 

Rican authorities, looked like it could have could be a smuggling operation. Nineteen 

months after the shooting, Ann Bender was charged with murder. At trial, Ann was 

found not guilty of murder; but in Costa Rica, there is no double jeopardy rule and Ann 

was brought up on the same charges again and this time was found guilty. 48 HOURS 

brought in the world-famous independent forensic team of Richard and Selma 

Eikelenboom, who, after examining all the evidence, say there were problems with the 

conclusion drawn by the prosecution. Today, Ann Bender is in prison continuing to fight 

for her innocence. Original On screen text graphic: The Bender gems, worth an 

estimated $20 million, were confiscated by the Costa Rican authorities. 07/25/15 

EPILOGUE:  Last February, nine months after Ann Bender was convicted, an appeals 

court overturned that decision. Its finding was that the prosecution’s evidence was 

insufficient proof of murder. Ann was released from prison. The court has ordered a 

third trial. Her boyfriend, who fought to bring attention to her case, died while she was 

in prison. She must remain in Costa Rica, pending her next trial.  On-screen text graphic 

for the 07/25/15 rebroadcast: The trial is scheduled to begin next month.  Interviewed: 

Ann Bender; John Bender’s friend Pete DeLisi; CBS News consultant/reporter Ned 

Zeman; prosecutor Edgar Ramirez; Ann’s psychiatrist Dr. Carlos Lizano; Bender friend, 

Paul Meyer; Bender Trust administrator Juan Alverez; Ann’s current boyfriend Greg 

Fischer; Ann’s attorney Fabio Oconitrillo; security guard Oswaldo Aguilar; Ann’s brother 

Ken Patton; forensic experts Richard and Selma Eikelenboom. (C: Susan Spencer – P: 

Joshua Yager, Doug Longhini, Ana Real, Shoshanah Wolfson, Tamara Weitzman) (OAD: 

09/27/14) 

 

 

FACE THE NATION 



07/05/15 Guests: Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News Correspondent (1); Michael Morell, CBS News 

Senior Security Contributor, former Deputy Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 

(2); Margaret Brennan, CBS News Foreign Affairs Correspondent (3); Senator Bob Corker 

(R-TN), Chairman, Senate Foreign Relations Committee (4); Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-

MN) (5); former Senator Rick Santorum (R-PA), Republican Presidential Candidate (6); 

Peter Baker, The New York Times (7); Fernando Espuelas, contributor, The Hill (7); Mike 

Allen, Politico (7); Molly Ball, The Atlantic (7); Jericka Duncan, CBS News Correspondent 

(8) 

 1) a report from Tartus, Syria on the intense overnight airstrikes from U.S. and coalition 

forces against ISIS (ISIL) militants in Raqqa, Syria 

 2) Topics include: reasons behind this weekend’s heightened terrorism alertness / 

opinion that increased security is the new normal / differences between the terrorist 

threats from ISIS (ISIL) and al Qaeda / powerful social media use by ISIS (ISIL) / strategy 

to defeat ISIS (ISIL) / overnight airstrikes from U.S. and coalition forces against ISIS(ISIL) 

militants in Raqqa, Syria 

 3) a report from Vienna, Austria on the latest developments in the ongoing negotiations 

between the United States and Iran over Iran’s nuclear program 

 4) Topics include: ongoing negotiations to limit Iran’s nuclear capability / opinion that 

the Obama administration views this as a “legacy issue” / criticisms and concerns 

regarding the negotiations; President Obama’s strategy of containment in Iraq and Syria 

regarding ISIS (ISIL) 

 5) Topics include: speculation regarding how this anticipated deal will be met by 

Republicans and Democrats; recent announcement from President Obama that the 

United States will be opening an embassy in Cuba / Cuba’s human rights record; 

campaigns of Senator Bernie Sanders and Hillary Clinton 

 6) Topics include: ongoing negotiations to limit Iran’s nuclear capability; reaction to the 

decision by the U.S. Supreme Court to overturn same-sex marriage bans / opposition to 

same-sex couples raising children / reaction to recent comments from fellow Republican 

candidate Donald Trump negatively characterizing Mexican immigrants / opinion of 

Donald Trump as a candidate 

 7) Topics include: reaction from other Republican presidential candidates to Donald 

Trump’s comments concerning immigrants, particularly Jeb Bush / Mr. Trump’s 

unorthodox campaign style / New Jersey Governor Chris Christie’s entry in to the race / 

Mr. Trump’s participation in the debates / Mitt Romney’s role and influence in the 

Republican Party; campaigns of Hillary Clinton and Senator Bernie Sanders 



 8) a report from Vancouver, Canada on tonight’s Women’s World Cup soccer final 

between the United States and Japan 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

07/12/15 Guests: Margaret Brennan, CBS News Foreign Affairs Correspondent (1); Representative 

John Boehner (R-OH), Speaker of the House of Representatives (2); Senator Tom Cotton 

(R-AR), Senate Armed Services Committee (3); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), 

Democratic Presidential Candidate (4); Susan Page, USA Today (5); Tavis Smiley, Host, 

Tavis Smiley, PBS (5); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (5); 

Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (5) 

 1) a report from Vienna, Austria on the negotiations to reach a deal over Iran’s nuclear 

program by Monday’s deadline 

 2) Topics include: criticism of the negotiations to reach a deal over Iran’s nuclear 

program; reaction to Hillary Clinton’s recent CNN interview, where she discussed the 

issue of her e-mails related to Benghazi / opinion that Mrs. Clinton is not being truthful; 

opinion that Donald Trump’s behavior impacts just him negatively, not the entire 

Republican Party; campaigns of Hillary Clinton and Senator Bernie Sanders / belief that 

the Democratic Party is “out of step with Main Street America”; issue of sanctuary cities 

-- localities that do not enforce federal immigration laws / criticism of President Obama 

for not working on immigration reform / refutation of the claim made by some 

members of the Republican Party that immigration was not dealt with last year because 

it would expose disagreements within the party during an election year; upcoming visit 

to Congress by Pope Francis 

 3) Topics include: criticism of the negotiations to reach a deal over Iran’s nuclear 

program / belief that the Obama administration continues to make more and more 

concessions during the negotiations and should have walked away from the table a long 

time ago / criticism of Iran as anti-American and terror sponsoring / criticism of 

President Obama’s policy in the Middle East / Russia versus Iran as the more serious 

threat to America’s safety 

 4) Topics include: reasons behind Senator Sanders’ popularity; reaction to 

Representative Boehner’s criticism of him / criticism of the Republican Party; respect for 

Hillary Clinton / differences between himself and Mrs. Clinton; Senator Sanders’ 

agreement with Pope Francis over the issues of climate change and “casino-type 

capitalism”; belief that he can “deliver in Washington”; criticism of President Obama for 

believing that he could negotiate with Republicans, when they never wanted to 

negotiate with the President in the first place / call for a grassroots movement to take 

on the Republican Party 



 5) Topics include: friendship between the Bush and Clinton families, in light of the 

candidacies of Hillary Clinton and Jeb Bush / the Clinton campaign’s reaction to the 

popularity of Senator Bernie Sanders / the campaigns of Mrs. Clinton and Senator 

Sanders / impact of candidates Donald Trump and Senator Sanders on the campaigns of 

their respective rivals in the presidential race / reaction from other Republican 

presidential candidates to Mr. Trump’s comments concerning immigrants, particularly 

Jeb Bush / possibility of Donald Trump running as an independent / criticism of Mr. 

Trump for his campaign tactics; the negotiations to reach a deal over Iran’s nuclear 

program / potential impact of any deal on the presidential campaign / belief by some 

that Obama administration views this potential deal with Iran as a “legacy issue” 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

07/19/15 Guests: U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry (1); Dr. Ernest Moniz, United States Secretary 

of Energy (1); Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister, Israel (2); Senator Dianne Feinstein 

(D-CA), Senate Intelligence Committee (3); Frank Luntz, CBS News Analyst, Republican 

Pollster (4); Gwen Ifill, co-anchor, “PBS NewsHour”; moderator, “Washington Week” (5); 

Mark Leibovich, The New York Times Magazine (5); Robert Costa, The Washington Post 

(5); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (5); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (6); 

Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (6); Margaret Brennan, CBS News State Department 

Correspondent (6) 

 1) Topics include: reaction to criticism of the nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 

(China, France, Russia, The United Kingdom, the United States, and Germany) and Iran / 

clarification of “anytime, anywhere” inspections of Iran’s nuclear sites / restraints within 

the deal to limit Iran’s ability to acquire conventional arms and ballistic missiles / how 

Iran should now be viewed by Americans -- once an enemy, now an adversary / benefits 

of the deal between the P5+1 and Iran / opinion that not having majority support in 

Congress does not undermine the deal 

 2) Topics include: criticism of the nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 and Iran / 

opinion that this deal paves the way for Iran to develop a bigger nuclear arsenal / threat 

against Israel / plans to lobby Congress against the deal / relationship with President 

Obama / deal with Iran is a “repeat of the mistake of North Korea” 

 3) Topics include: Thursday’s shooting rampage by Mohammod Youssuf Abdulazeez at 

two separate military locations in Chattanooga, TN, resulting in the death of five soldiers 

/ opinion that the shooter was a “lone wolf” / role of ISIS (ISIL) in the attack / availability 

of propaganda material on the internet; support for the nuclear deal reached between 

the P5+1 and Iran 

 4) an interview with Mr. Luntz on yesterday’s Iowa Family Leadership Summit where, as 

moderator, Mr. Luntz questioned Mr. Trump, who declared that Senator John McCain 

(R-AZ), a former POW and Vietnam Veteran, is not a war hero 



 5) Topics include: comments made by Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump 

concerning Mexican immigrants and Senator John McCain / reaction from Republican 

and Democratic presidential candidates / type of voter attracted to a political candidate 

like Mr. Trump / what Mr. Trump’s campaign, as well as the reaction from his fellow 

candidates, says about the state of the Republican Party; the campaigns of Hillary 

Clinton and Republican Governor Scott Walker; encounter that Democratic presidential 

candidates Senator Bernie Sanders and Martin O’Malley had with “Black Lives Matter” 

activists at the Netroots Nations conference 

 6) Topics include: nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 (China, France, Russia, The 

United Kingdom, the United States, and Germany) and Iran / reaction to the deal from 

America’s Arab allies / potential impact of this deal on the current situation in Syria / 

reaction from the Iranian people to the deal / tensions between the parties involved in 

the negotiating process / President Obama’s legacy 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

07/26/15 Guests: Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, Republican 

Presidential Candidate (1); former Governor Rick Perry (R-TX), Republican Presidential 

Candidate (2); Governor Bobby Jindal (R-LA), Republican Presidential Candidate (3); 

Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) (4); Nancy Cordes, CBS News Congressional Correspondent 

(5); John Heilemann, Bloomberg Politics (5); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine (5); Gerald 

Seib, The Wall Street Journal (5); Thomas Donilon, former National Security Advisor, 

Obama administration, Council on Foreign Relations (6); former Representative Mike 

Rogers (R-MI) (6) 

 1) Topics include: differences between the candidacies of Senator Paul and Donald 

Trump; latest developments in the Hillary Clinton Benghazi e-mail investigation; Senator 

Paul’s flat tax policy; his proposed legislation to deny federal funding for Planned 

Parenthood 

 2) Topics include: Governor Perry’s criticism of fellow Republican candidate Donald 

Trump / opinion that Mr. Trump’s comments about Senator John McCain (R-AZ) hurt the 

Republican message / response to voters attracted to a political candidate like Mr. 

Trump 

 3) Topics include: latest details on the investigation into Thursday night’s shooting 

rampage by John Russell Houser at a movie theater in Lafayette, Louisiana / Mr. 

Houser’s history of mental illness / gun laws in Louisiana / call for tougher gun laws in 

other states / promise to arrest any members of the Westboro Baptist Church who 

make good on their threat to disrupt the funeral service of one of the victims of 

Thursday’s shooting 



 4) Topics include: questions as to how John Russell Houser, who had a criminal record 

and was mentally ill, was able to obtain a gun / call for Republicans to work with 

Democrats “on the most reasonable, sensible path forward” on gun control; issue of 

Hillary Clinton’s e-mails related to Benghazi; nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 

and Iran 

 5) Topics include: candidacy of Donald Trump / type of voter attracted to a political 

candidate like Mr. Trump / reaction from other Republican presidential candidates to 

Mr. Trump; impact of the issue of Hillary Clinton’s e-mails related to Benghazi on her 

presidential campaign / Friday’s erroneous report in The New York Times ascribing 

criminal referrals to her / Mrs. Clinton’s offer to testify publicly over the e-mails related 

to Benghazi ; encounter that Democratic presidential candidates Senator Bernie Sanders 

and Martin O’Malley had with “Black Lives Matter” activists at the Netroots Nations 

conference 

 6) Topics include: Turkey’s recent decision to become more involved in the fight against 

ISIS (ISIL) and to allow the United States to access airbases inside their country in the 

fight against ISIS (ISIL) / agreement with FBI Director James Comey and Attorney General 

Loretta Lynch that ISIS (ISIL) is a greater threat than al-Qaeda / current conditions in 

Iraq; nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 and Iran 

60 MINUTES 

07/05/15 “Dead or Alive” – a report on the errors of the Social Security Administration’s Death 

Master File. Those who are alive and mistakenly put onto the list, can be cut out of 

existence by banks, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), Medicare, credit agencies and 

the like. On the other hand, there have been continued payments to deceased citizens 

whose names were never put on the list. To combat these errors, the Social Security 

Administration has started cross-checking with a Medicare list to see who is using 

Medicare, and if a citizen has been off the list for three years, they gather more 

information to see if they are dead or alive. Includes interviews with: living Americans 

declared dead by the Social Security Administration: Don Pilger, Kristina Pace, Betty 

Denault, and Judy Rivers; Patrick O’Carroll, Social Security Administration’s inspector 

general; and Sandra Kimbro, who pleaded guilty to accepting her mother's Social 

Security benefits, but says it was done so unknowingly. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Patricia 

Shevlin, Gabrielle Schonder) (OAD: 03/15/15 - includes an update) 

 “Breeding Out Disease” - a report on how advances in the science and technology of 

reproductive genetics and in vitro fertilization are allowing scientists to weed out many 

dangerous diseases -- such as breast cancer, muscular dystrophy, and hemophilia -- 

from the gene pool.  Includes interviews with: Dr. Mark Hughes, geneticist and founder 

of Genesis Genetics, who pioneered the technique of preimplantation genetic diagnosis 

(PGD), an embryo screening procedure; Melinda (no last name given), breast cancer 



victim and mother; Anne Morriss, mother and co-founder of GenePeeks, a 

computerized technique which uses DNA information from the saliva of prospective 

parents to create a thousand digital/virtual embryos; Lee Silver, molecular biologist, 

Princeton University, and co-founder of GenePeeks.  (C: Norah O’Donnell - P: Tanya 

Simon) (OAD: 10/26/14) 

 “Steve Carell” – an interview / profile of Steve Carell, the Hollywood actor. He discusses 

his past career and his performance in the soon-to-be released psychodrama 

“Foxcatcher”. Carell has long been known for his roles in comedic movies and his hit TV 

series “The Office”, which concluded last year. Includes comments from Carell’s wife, 

Nancy Carell. (C: Steve Kroft – P: Michael Karzis) (OAD: 11/09/14) 

 

07/12/15 “The Swiss Leaks” – an investigation conducted by 60 MINUTES and the International 

Consortium of Investigative Journalists into the biggest leak in Swiss banking history. 

Herve Falciani, a former HSBC computer security specialist in Switzerland, stole -- with 

questionable motives -- computer files with over one hundred thousand names tied to 

Swiss bank accounts in 2007 and gave it to the French government. The list is being used 

to go after tax cheats, arms dealers, and drug smugglers around the world. HSBC 

declined to respond on camera about the files, but acknowledged the bank had been 

used to evade taxes in the past and says it will no longer engage in those activities with 

future clients. Falciani is now a fugitive living in France because Swiss authorities 

charged him with industrial espionage. Includes interviews with: Jack Blum, former U.S. 

Senate staff investigator; Herve Falciani, former HSBC computer security specialist; 

Christian Eckert (through translator), France’s Secretary of State for the Budget; and 

Serge Michel, editor of French newspaper Le Monde.  (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Ira Rosen, 

Habiba Nosheen) (OAD: 02/08/15 - includes an update) 

 “Alive and Kickin’” – a report on the musical, "Alive: 55+ and Kickin'," conceived and 

written by Vy Higginsen, founder of the Mama Foundation for the Arts in Harlem, New 

York and her husband, Ken Wydro, creative director at the Mama Foundation and a 

playwright. The musical features a full company of performers ages 55 and over with 

most of them experiencing their first time on stage while sharing personal stories with 

the audience.  Higginsen has made it her mission to preserve African-American music, 

both gospel and popular music like soul and rhythm and blues (R&B). Includes excerpts 

from a performance of “Alive: 55+ and Kickin’”. Includes interviews with: Vy Higginsen; 

and performers Theo Harris and his wife, Phyllis Harris; Debbie Bingham; Renee Walker; 

Matthew Brown; and Matthew Burke. Also includes comments by Ken Wydro; Greg 

Kelly, pianist; and Roberta Ross, singer. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shari Finkelstein) DOUBLE 

LENGTH SEGMENT (OAD: 01/04/15) 

 



60 MINUTES (continued) 

07/19/15 “Rare Earth Elements” – a report on how China has become the world leader of rare 

earth metals, essential ingredients used in everything from smart phones and 

computers, to cars and missiles. The U.S. began the cultivation of these materials at 

Molycorp, Inc.’s mine in Mountain Pass, California after geologists identified rare earth 

elements in the Mojave Desert, but it was shut down in 1998 due to environmental 

concerns. Meanwhile, China took over the industry since they have less environmental 

constraints around mining and lower labor costs, which translates into lower pricing. 

Molycorp Inc.’s Mountain Pass mine reopened in 2010. Includes interviews with: 

Constantine Karayannopoulos, chairman of Molycorp, Inc.; Daniel McGroarty, principal 

of Carmot Strategic Group; and Ed Richardson, president of the U.S. Magnetic Materials 

Association. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Graham Messick, Kevin Livelli) (OAD: 03/22/15 - 

includes an update) 

 “Ending Life” - a report on the ongoing state-by-state battle over assisted suicide, 

focusing on an interview with Barbara Mancini of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, who was 

arrested and accused of helping her 93-year-old terminally ill father, Joe Yourshaw, to 

kill himself.  Also interviewed: Barbara Coombs Lee, president, Compassion & Choices, 

an advocacy group on end-of-life issues; Dr. Ira Byock, professor, Dartmouth College, 

and head of the Providence Health System’s Institute for Human Caring.  (C: Anderson 

Cooper - P: Andy Court) (OAD: 10/19/14) 

 “All-American” – an interview / profile of "patriotic philanthropist" David Rubenstein, 

billionaire co-founder of the Carlyle Group -- one of the world’s largest private equity 

firms, who is giving away most of his money to support the preservation of some of 

America's most iconic monuments and documents. Among his recipients: The 

Washington Monument; Thomas Jefferson’s home, Monticello; the Declaration of 

Independence; the Iwo Jima Memorial; and the National Zoological Park’s Giant Panda 

Habitat. Also includes interviews with: Warren Buffett, billionaire philanthropist and 

investor; and Jonathan Jarvis, director of the National Park Service; and comments from 

Bettie Rubenstein, David’s mother. (C: Morley Safer – P: Katy Textor) (OAD: 05/03/15) 

 

07/26/15 “The Gaskos” – a report on the capture of the FBI’s most wanted man, Boston mobster 

James “Whitey” Bulger, and his girlfriend, Catherine Greig. For over 14 years the couple 

avoided an international manhunt by living a quiet, secluded life in Santa Monica, 

California posing as “Charley and Carol Gasko”. Federal law enforcement trackers 

explain how a breast augmentation by Greig and the couple’s shared love for animals 

led to their arrest. Includes interviews with Josh Bond, manager of the Princess Eugenia 

Apartments; Janus Goodwin and Barbara Gluck, tenants of the Princess Eugenia 

Apartments; Scott Garriola, Rich Teahan, Tommy MacDonald and Phil Torsney (Ret.), FBI 



Special Agents; and Neil Sullivan, Deputy U.S. Marshall. (C: Steve Kroft – P: Tanya Simon) 

(OAD: 11/24/13 - includes an update) 

 “Wikimania” – a report on Wikipedia, the free Internet encyclopedia, and how the non-

profit Wikimedia Foundation has kept the website among the ten most popular 

advertisement-free sites. Jimmy Wales, founder of Wikimedia Foundation and co-

founder of Wikipedia, discusses his vision of this charity and how he’s trying to get more 

women involved as Wikipedians, the volunteers who write and edit Wikipedia's articles. 

Includes interviews with: Jimmy Wales; Sue Gardner, former executive director of the 

Wikimedia Foundation; Lila Tretikov, executive director of the Wikimedia Foundation; 

Amanda Levendowski, Wikipedian; and Dumi Ndubane, engineer and Wikipedian. Also 

includes comments by unidentified people attending Wikimania event. (C: Morley Safer 

– P: David Browning, Jonathan Schienberg) (OAD: 04/05/15) 

 “Star-Struck” – an interview / profile of astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson, director of 

the American Museum of Natural History’s Hayden Planetarium. With millions of 

followers on Twitter, he is perhaps America’s most popular scientist. Tyson hosts a 

weekly radio show, “StarTalk” and hosted the 2014 television documentary series, 

“Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey”.  (C: Charlie Rose – P: Robert G. Anderson, Aaron 

Weisz) (OAD: 03/22/15) 

48 HOURS 

07/04/15 48 HOURS PRESENTS: “Murder At Sea?” – an updated rebroadcast of a report on the 

disappearance of newlywed George Smith, who vanished in 2005 from a cruise ship in 

the Mediterranean while on his honeymoon, as first reported in “Love Lost” (OAD: 

04/08/06) and mentioned in “Dark Voyage” (OAD: 09/23/06). This report uncovers the 

questionable alibis, failed polygraphs and a provocative video that involves the three 

men who last saw Smith alive. In the years since Smith went missing, his family has been 

seeking answers to what happened to him after a night of heavy drinking and gambling 

in the ship’s casino. His disappearance was ruled a likely accident and the case has gone 

nowhere, despite reports of arguments on the stateroom balcony, furniture being 

moved and a bloodstain on the overhang of the lifeboats. Mike Jones, an attorney for 

the Smith family, is now trying to get the case moving again. He has gained access to 

Royal Caribbean’s internal investigation and has learned about the existence of a 

videotape in the possession of the FBI, which was recorded just hours after Smith went 

missing by three of the four men to last see Smith alive: cousins Zach Rozenberg and 

Greg Rozenberg and their friend Rusty Kofman. The other passenger, Josh Askin, is not 

on the video. Attorneys for Rusty Kofman and Zach Rozenberg have declined to 

comment. Greg Rozenberg’s attorney says his client just made stupid comments. While 

initially cooperating, Askin’s attorney has now told him to take the Fifth Amendment in 

all questioning. All four men say they had nothing to do with Smith’s death but the men 

are still on the FBI’s radar in this cold case. Mike Jones believes that Josh Askin knows 



what happened. He continues to prod the FBI to re-open the case. On-screen text 

graphic: The FBI’s field office has agreed to review the George Smith case. EPILOGUE: 

On January 9, 2015, the FBI announced the closing of the case. His family stands by the 

reward offer and still believes it was murder. They are hoping the FBI will re-open the 

investigation. On-screen text graphic introduction for the 07/05/14 rebroadcast: “9 

years ago today George Smith disappeared from his honeymoon cruise. This week, his 

family announced a $100,000 reward for information leading “to the arrest and 

conviction of the person (s) responsible.” On-screen text graphic for 07/05/14 

rebroadcast: Anyone with information should call 1-844-651-1936. On-screen text 

graphic for the 07/04/15 rebroadcast: Anyone with information should call 1-844-651-

1936. The Smith family is pushing for a bill to require cruise ships to be equipped with 

man overboard technology.  Interviewed: George Smith’s parents, George Smith III and 

Maureen Smith; his sister Bree Smith; cruise ship passengers Paul and Galina Kvitnisky; 

Emilie Rausch; Clete Hyman; Greg and Pat Lawyer; Christian Ruiz; Keith Greer, attorney 

for Josh Askin; Albert Dayan, attorney for Rusty Kofman; Phil Houston, an expert in 

detecting deception; Mike Jones, Smith family investigator/attorney. NOTE: In this 

broadcast, Zach Rozenberg, Greg Rozenberg, and Josh Askin all appear in interrogation 

videos.  They are not specifically interviewed for this report.  Rusty Kofman appears 

saying no comment. (C: John Miller (correspondent for 05/11/13) / C: Richard 

Schlesinger (correspondent and narrator for the 07/05/14 and 07/04/15 rebroadcasts) - 

P: Lourdes Aguiar, Peter Shaw) (OAD: 05/11/13 as 48 HOURS: “Murder at Sea”; 1st 

Rebroadcast: 07/05/14 as 48 HOURS: “Murder At Sea?”) 

48 HOURS (continued) 

07/11/15 48 HOURS: “The Hit” - a report on the death of colorful entrepreneur and Las Vegas 

gambler Gary Triano, who was blown up in his car after finishing a round of golf at the 

exclusive La Paloma Country Club in Tucson, Arizona in 1996. His ex-wife, socialite 

Pamela Phillips, speaks out for the first time and proclaims her innocence. The Trianos 

were a power couple who were part of the local social set and hobnobbed with Donald 

Trump. Triano had made a fortune in the tribal gaming business, but the bottom fell out 

and he was pushed out of the business. The income loss put a strain on the couple. He 

owed millions of dollars to creditors. The Trianos separated in 1993 and eventually 

divorced. He was killed in 1996. Was it a mob hit? Were friends or family involved? 

Investigation led to endless leads, curious characters and many theories. Eventually the 

investigation led to the involvement of Ron Young, once an acquaintance and possible 

lover of Pamela Phillips. He was arrested along with Pamela Phillips on charges of 

conspiracy and murder. In separate trials, Young denied everything, and was found 

guilty. Pamela Phillips was portrayed as a desperate woman out for life insurance at her 

trial. Her attorneys said that someone else was responsible. She too was found guilty. 

On-screen text graphic: Gary Triano’s family sued Pam Phillips and Ron Young for 

wrongful death. They were awarded $10 million dollars. Interviewed: Pamela Phillips; 



one-time friend of the couple Laura Chapman; Pima County Investigator Gene Reedy; 

ATF Special Agents Tom Mangan and Tony May; Detective James Gamber; Triano friend 

Dr. Lawrence D’Antonio; defense attorney Paul Edkerstrom. (C: Peter Van Sant - P: 

Chuck Stevenson, Greg Fisher) (OAD: 10/11/14) 

 

07/18/15 48 HOURS: "Blaming Melissa" (9:00 - 10:00p) – an updated rebroadcast, after new 

evidence from the coroner’s office is brought to light, detailing the investigation into the 

case of Melissa Calusinski, a young woman who claims she did not murder 16-month-old 

Ben Kingan in 2009, while working at a day care center in Lake County, Illinois, despite 

having confessed to the crime. Also examined are police interrogations, what happens 

after a confession, and what can happen when a key player in the investigation admits 

he made a life-altering mistake. Two days after Ben Kingan’s death, Calusinski was 

brought in for questioning; police told her Ben died from a blunt-force trauma to the 

head and that she was the last adult to have seen him alive. She was interrogated for 

nine hours, never asked for a lawyer, and eventually confessed to dropping the child in a 

way that may have led to a head injury. She was convicted of murder, largely on the fact 

that she had confessed and that the Medical Examiner’s report said that the child 

suffered from fresh injuries to his head. Her family persuaded a newly-elected coroner, 

Dr. Thomas Rudd, to re-examine the evidence. His findings revealed an older head injury 

-- a significant discovery. Eventually, state pathologist Dr. Eupil Choi, admitted to 

missing the old injury in his report. With this information, attorney Kathleen Zellner, 

who specializes in cases pertaining to false confessions, says that Melissa Calusinski did 

not receive a fair trial. Advocates say that, under extreme conditions, 60% of people 

confess to crimes they did not commit. The police say they played by the rules. Two 

courts have allowed the conviction to stand. Attorney Zellner believes the medical 

evidence needs to be re-examined, but the State Attorney will not pass it on. Family and 

friends vow not to give up. Update for the 07/18/15 rebroadcast: after a phone call 

suggesting x-ray images from the autopsy existed that contradicted testimony, Melissa’s 

lawyer petitioned to void her conviction. The cause of death was changed from 

homicide to undetermined. In September, the trial judge will decide whether to hold a 

new hearing that could be a first step to a new trial. On-screen text graphic: Melissa lost 

her first appeal. She plant to try again based on the new medical evidence. On-screen 

text graphic for the 07/18/15 rebroadcast: Melissa’s parents visit her often. They are 

confident they’ll bring her home one day.  Interviewed: Melissa Calusinski; Paul and 

Cheryl Calusinski (parents); Crystal Calusinski (sister); Ruth Fuller (journalist); Dr. Thomas 

Rudd (Lake County coroner); Kathleen Zellner (attorney); Deborah Teurkheimer (law 

professor); Michael Nerheim (States Attorney). (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Gail Abbott 

Zimmerman) (OAD: 02/28/15) 

 



48 HOURS (continued) 

07/18/15 48 HOURS: “The Girl Next Door” (10:00 – 11:00p) - a report featuring an exclusive 

interview with Tracey Grissom, who is on trial for the murder of her former husband, 

Hunter Grissom. Tracey details the abuse she claims to have suffered and the events 

that led her to shoot and kill him, in an Alabama parking lot in 2012. A young mother 

herself, Tracey and Hunter Grissom had eloped in 2004. Theirs was a troubled 

relationship from the beginning. In 2010 Tracey filed for divorce; she then says Hunter 

became abusive and in November, after she spent the night at a boyfriend’s house, 

Hunter raped her. He was arrested. Soon after, Hunter stopped paying spousal support 

and child support for his daughter, Anna Grace, claiming he was not working. One day, 

Tracey noticed his truck and wanted to take a picture to disprove his claim. She claims 

that he approached her car, intending to hurt her. She then shot six times. She was 

arrested on murder charges. The hour includes interviews with: Tracey Grissom’s 

friends; her attorney; Hunter’s mother and aunt; two of the employees who witnessed 

the incident that took Hunter’s life; and Hunter’s lawyer, who uncovered some 

damaging information about Tracey. The trial lasted two days, but before the case went 

to jury, the judge made a stunning reversal: he said it was a manslaughter case and if 

both sides could agree, he would let the jury consider manslaughter. They did, but 

Tracey did not agree and decided to take her chances of not being convicted of murder. 

The verdict: guilty. At sentencing, her lawyer argued that she was a battered woman, 

hoping to receive a lighter sentence. The judge gave her twenty-five years, neither the 

minimum, nor the maximum sentence. On-screen text graphic: Tracey Grissom must 

serve at least fifteen years of her sentence. She will be eligible for parole in 2029. Anna 

Grace will be twenty years old. On-screen text graphic for the 07/18/15 rebroadcast: 

On July 2, the Alabama court of criminal appeals unanimously upheld Tracey Grissom’s 

murder conviction. Her defense has files for another hearing. Tracey will be eligible for 

parole in 2029. She’ll be 47.  Interviewed: Tracey Grissom; her attorney, Warren 

Freeman; her friend Loren Richards; her brother Travis Waters; Hunter Grissom’s 

mother Melanie Garner and his aunt, Gina Prisock; Tuscaloosa Times journalist 

Stephanie Taylor; Hunter Grissom’s employees William Dockery and Dale Dockery 

(brothers); Hunter Grissom’s attorney Shelly Standridge; social worker Marian Waters; 

and juror Janice Kelly. (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Chris Young Ritzen, Marc B. Goldbaum, 

Claire Anderson, Liza Finley, Susan Mallie, Judy Rybak) (OAD: 11/22/14) 

 



48 HOURS (continued) 

07/25/15 48 HOURS: “Paradise Lost” - an updated report on the investigation into the 2010 

shooting death of Wall Street millionaire John Bender, who was killed in his exotic home 

in Costa Rica. His wife, Ann, is charged with the crime, but she claims innocence. After 

making a $100 million fortune on Wall Street, Bender and his wife bought land in Costa 

Rica where they built a nature preserve, along with an elaborate, four-story hilltop 

home with no walls or windows as the centerpiece. The couple seemed to have 

everything; but both suffered from severe depression, became isolated, and were not 

entirely welcomed by the locals. They lived in fear after an abduction attempt and a 

break-in, and were forced to arm themselves and hire a security team. On January 8, 

2010, John Bender died from a bullet wound to the back of the head. Was it murder, 

suicide or accident? Prosecutors say it was murder. Ann Bender says her husband was 

trying to kill himself and had been suicidal for some time. Other issues in the 

investigation include: allegations that the trustee of the Bender’s $100 Million fortune 

siphoned money from the trust, and the Bender gem collection, which to the Costa 

Rican authorities, looked like it could have could be a smuggling operation. Nineteen 

months after the shooting, Ann Bender was charged with murder. At trial, Ann was 

found not guilty of murder; but in Costa Rica, there is no double jeopardy rule and Ann 

was brought up on the same charges again and this time was found guilty. 48 HOURS 

brought in the world-famous independent forensic team of Richard and Selma 

Eikelenboom, who, after examining all the evidence, say there were problems with the 

conclusion drawn by the prosecution. Today, Ann Bender is in prison continuing to fight 

for her innocence. Original On screen text graphic: The Bender gems, worth an 

estimated $20 million, were confiscated by the Costa Rican authorities. 07/25/15 

EPILOGUE:  Last February, nine months after Ann Bender was convicted, an appeals 

court overturned that decision. Its finding was that the prosecution’s evidence was 

insufficient proof of murder. Ann was released from prison. The court has ordered a 

third trial. Her boyfriend, who fought to bring attention to her case, died while she was 

in prison. She must remain in Costa Rica, pending her next trial.  On-screen text graphic 

for the 07/25/15 rebroadcast: The trial is scheduled to begin next month.  Interviewed: 

Ann Bender; John Bender’s friend Pete DeLisi; CBS News consultant/reporter Ned 

Zeman; prosecutor Edgar Ramirez; Ann’s psychiatrist Dr. Carlos Lizano; Bender friend, 

Paul Meyer; Bender Trust administrator Juan Alverez; Ann’s current boyfriend Greg 

Fischer; Ann’s attorney Fabio Oconitrillo; security guard Oswaldo Aguilar; Ann’s brother 

Ken Patton; forensic experts Richard and Selma Eikelenboom. (C: Susan Spencer – P: 

Joshua Yager, Doug Longhini, Ana Real, Shoshanah Wolfson, Tamara Weitzman) (OAD: 

09/27/14) 

 

* * * * * 



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 
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AUGUST 2015 
FACE THE NATION 

08/02/15 Guests: Donald Trump, Republican Presidential Candidate (1); former Governor Mike 

Huckabee (R-AR), Republican Presidential Candidate (2); Captain Chesley “Sully” 

Sullenberger, CBS News Aviation and Safety Expert (3); Dan Balz, The Washington Post 

(4); Molly Ball, The Atlantic (4); Reihan Salam, National Review (4); Ron Fournier, 

National Journal (4); Julianna Goldman, CBS News Correspondent (5); Matea Gold, The 

Washington Post (5); Trevor Potter, former Commissioner, Federal Election Commission, 

founding President and General Counsel, Campaign Legal Center (5); Steven Law, 

President and CEO, American Crossroads (5) 

 1) Topics include: upcoming Republican presidential debate; reaction to a report in The 

New York Times that Vice President Joe Biden might join the Democratic primary field / 

opinion that Hillary Clinton’s e-mail scandal could be her eventual downfall; Mr. Trump’s 

presidential campaign / Mr. Trump’s financials / commitment to paying as little in taxes 

as possible / belief that he has the patience required for the office of the presidency 

 2) Topics include: Mr. Huckabee’s defense of his comments on the Iranian nuclear deal -

- that President Obama is “marching the Israelis to the door of the oven” / reasons 

behind his criticism of the deal reached between the P5+1 (China, France, Russia, The 

United Kingdom, the United States, and Germany) and Iran; upcoming Republican 

presidential debate / decision to attend and speak at an AFL-CIO meeting 

 3) Topics include: latest on the mystery of Malaysian Air Flight 370, after last week’s 

discovery of a wing flap off the coast of Reunion Island; dangers posed by laser pointers 

and drones to commercial airlines 

 4) Topics include: reaction to reports that Vice President Joe Biden might enter the 

Democratic primary field; how Donald Trump should handle the upcoming Republican 

presidential debate / Mr. Trump’s campaign style; Hillary Clinton’s negative ratings / 

need for both Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Trump to “play against type” in their respective 

campaigns; Mr. Trump’s commitment to paying as little in taxes as possible / the Clinton 

campaign’s decision to release her tax returns; Mrs. Clinton’s recent decision to “take 

on” Jeb Bush at an Urban League event, where Mr. Bush was also in attendance / 

dynamics between the Clinton and Bush campaigns 

 5) Topics include: role of money in Campaign 2016 / how this election cycle differs from 

elections past / differences between the super PAC and “dark money” (money that is 

not disclosed and given to nonprofits) / potential for corruption / opinion among voters 

that candidates can be influenced politically by large donations / role of big donors in 

2016 



FACE THE NATION (continued) 

08/09/15 Guests: Donald Trump, Republican Presidential Candidate (1); Carly Fiorina, Republican 

Presidential Candidate (2); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Democratic Presidential 

Candidate (3); Susan Page, USA Today (4) (6); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (4) 

(6); Jonathan Martin, The New York Times (4) (6); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (4) 

(6); Dr. Ben Carson, Republican Presidential Candidate (5); Cornell William Brooks, 

President, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) (7) 

 1) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s performance in Thursday night’s debate / feud with FOX 

News host and debate moderator Megyn Kelly / criticism as Democratic candidate 

Hillary Clinton / Mr. Trump’s opinion that he has “leverage” over the Republican Party / 

Mr. Trump’s standing with Hispanic and women voters / criticism of fellow Republican 

candidate Jeb Bush over comments he made last week about women’s health funding  

 2) Topics include: reaction to Mr. Trump’s performance in Thursday night’s debate and 

his feud with Megyn Kelly / potential effect of Mr. Trump’s treatment of Ms. Kelly on 

women voters / agreement that there is too much political correctness in politics / 

Planned Parenthood / positive press reviews of Ms. Fiorina’s performance in the pre-

debate 

 3) Topics include: Thursday night’s Republican debate; support for the nuclear deal 

reached between the P5+1 (China, France, Russia, The United Kingdom, the United 

States, and Germany) and Iran; fellow Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton / role of 

money in Campaign 2016 

 4) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s performance in Thursday night’s debate / impact of Mr. 

Trump’s candidacy on the Republican Party / other Republican candidates who 

benefited from Mr. Trump’s performance at the debate 

 5) Topics include: difference between political correctness and courteous speech, in 

light of Mr. Trump’s negative comments about Ms. Kelly; Dr. Carson’s debate 

performance and social media surge; Dr. Carson’s views on the “Black Lives Matter” 

movement and the relationship between police and the black community 

 6) Topics include: thoughts on how the Republican Party leadership should deal with Mr. 

Trump / performance of the other Republican candidates in the debate / Ms. Fiorina’s 

performance in the pre-debate; why the “Black Lives Matter” activists seem to be 

focusing on Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders; opposition from Senator 

Chuck Schumer (D-NY) to the nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 and Iran; Hillary 

Clinton’s campaign / Mrs. Clinton’s criticism of Jeb Bush over comments he made last 

week about women’s health funding 



 7) Topics include: what has changed since the death of Michael Brown in Ferguson, 

Missouri -- one year ago today / “Black Lives Matter” movement / call for more 

legislative action / racial and economic aspects of the issue / “badly broken” Voting 

Rights Act 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

08/16/15 Guests: Charlie D’Agata, CBS News Correspondent (1); Governor John Kasich (R-OH), 

Republican Presidential Candidate (2); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Republican 

Presidential Candidate (3); former Governor Martin O’Malley (D-MD), Democratic 

Presidential Candidate (4); Mark Halperin, Bloomberg Politics (5); Peggy Noonan, The 

Wall Street Journal (5); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine (5); Ron Fournier, National Journal 

(5); Robert Costa, The Washington Post (5); Margaret Brennan, CBS News Foreign Affairs 

Correspondent (6) 

 1)  a report from London on the latest developments in the disappearance of a Trigana 

Air Service twin-turboprop in a remote area of Indonesia 

 2) Topics include: Governor Kasich’s campaign approach versus that of fellow 

Republican candidate Donald Trump / reasons why the electorate is gravitating towards 

a candidate like Mr. Trump / Governor Kasich’s desire to move back towards the 

positive; opposition to any kind of tax increase; immigration reform 

 3) Topics include: criticism of Donald Trump; opinion that some of Senator Graham’s 

fellow Republican candidates are novices when it comes to foreign affairs / Senator 

Graham’s foreign policy credentials; Hillary Clinton’s e-mail scandal and his desire to see 

any and all e-mails related to Benghazi 

 4) Topics include: Mr. O’Malley’s reluctance to discuss the Hillary Clinton e-mail scandal 

/ examples of his campaign and policy proposals / desire for more debates / examples of 

questions he would pose to Mrs. Clinton 

 5) Topics include: Donald Trump’s appearance at the Iowa State Fair / approach of 

fellow Republican candidates to Mr. Trump / ability of Mr. Trump and Senator Bernie 

Sanders to channel voters “who are angry at very specific sets of elites” / what is next 

for the Trump campaign / type of voter that Mr. Trump, Dr. Ben Carson, Carly Fiorina, 

and Senator Ted Cruz appeal to; reaction to the earlier appearances of Senator Graham 

and Governor Kasich / campaigns of Governor Kasich and Senator Cruz; Jeb Bush’s 

recent speech at the Reagan Library about Iraq; the Hillary Clinton e-mail scandal / 

potential impact of the e-mail scandal on her campaign; rumor that Vice President Joe 

Biden might join the Democratic primary field / speculation regarding the future of Mrs. 

Clinton’s campaign 



 6) a filed report from Havana, Cuba on Secretary of State John Kerry’s trip last week to 

reopen the American Embassy 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

08/23/15 Guests: Donald Trump, Republican Presidential Candidate (1); Governor Chris Christie 

(R-NJ), Republican Presidential Candidate (2); Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX), Republican 

Presidential Candidate (3); Julianna Goldman, CBS News Correspondent (4); Manu Raju, 

Politico (5); Michael Scherer, Time magazine (5); Anne Gearan, The Washington Post (5); 

Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (5); Ken Burns, Documentary Filmmaker, “The Civil 

War” (6) 

 1) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s immigration plan; cost of running his campaign, should 

he get into the general election / commitment to not accepting any campaign money 

with “strings attached”, i.e. from lobbyists; desire to save the middle class / opinion that 

“the hedge fund guys are getting away with murder” when it comes to paying taxes; 

reaction to criticism questioning Mr. Trump’s conservatism from fellow Republican 

presidential candidate Jeb Bush 

 2) Topics include: reaction to Mr. Trump’s immigration plan / support for birthright 

citizenship / call for comprehensive immigration reform; Hillary Clinton e-mail scandal / 

differences between Mrs. Clinton’s e-mail scandal and Governor Christie’s “Bridgegate” 

scandal; entitlement reform 

 3) Topics include: opposition to birthright citizenship, as guaranteed by the 14th 

amendment / opinion that the amendment can, and should, be changed; support for 

religious liberty / opposition to same-sex marriage  

 4) a report on the significance of Vice President Joe Biden’s meeting with Massachusetts 

Senator Elizabeth Warren, fueling speculation that Mr. Biden is seriously considering 

entering the presidential race 

 5) Topics include: Donald Trump’s immigration plan / influence of the Trump plan on the 

other Republican presidential candidates / fellow candidate Jeb Bush’s reaction to the 

tactics of the Trump campaign / surprising longevity of the Trump campaign; Hillary 

Clinton e-mail scandal / reports that Vice President Joe Biden might enter the 

Democratic primary field 

 6) Topics include: re-release of Mr. Burns’ documentary, “The Civil War” / poll results 

indicating that most people think that the Civil War was fought over state’s rights, not 

slavery / main American theme of freedom, which continues to run through his work / 

reflections on the presidency now, as compared to past presidential campaigns and 

presidents 

 



FACE THE NATION (continued) 

08/30/15 Guests: Governor Bobby Jindal (R-LA), Republican Presidential Candidate (1); Mayor 

Mitch Landrieu (D-New Orleans, LA) (2); J. Ann Selzer, President, Selzer & Company, Inc. 

(3); Julianna Goldman, CBS News Correspondent (4); Mark Leibovich, The New York 

Times Magazine (4); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (4); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic 

(4); Mark Zandi, Moody’s Analytics (5); Douglas Brinkley, historian, author, “The Great 

Deluge: Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans, and the Mississippi Gulf Coast” (6); Mario 

Tama, photojournalist, Getty Images, photographer, “Coming Back: New Orleans 

Resurgent” (7) 

 1) Topics include: recent poll results from the Des Moines Register, indicating that 

Donald Trump is at the top in Iowa; Governor Jindal’s approach to immigration reform; 

tenth anniversary of Hurricane Katrina / assertion that Louisiana is in better prepared to 

handle another situation like Hurricane Katrina / desire to not place blame on federal, 

state, or local governments for the mistakes made during their response to the disaster 

 2) Topics include: improvements to the levee system in New Orleans / social and 

economic changes to the city as it rebuilds / high crime rate in New Orleans and how 

that mirrors the rest of the United States 

 3) an interview with Ms. Selzer on the most recent poll she conducted for the Des 

Moines Register and what those results mean for the Democratic and Republican 

presidential candidates 

 4) Topics include: the status of Hillary Clinton’s campaign / speculation regarding 

whether or not Vice President Joe Biden will enter the Democratic primary field / threat 

of Senator Bernie Sander’s campaign to the Clinton campaign; recent poll results from 

the Des Moines Register, indicating that Donald Trump is at the top in Iowa / seeming 

pass from the press that Mr. Trump receives / fellow candidate Jeb Bush’s reaction to 

the tactics of the Trump campaign / immigration reform and its influence on the 

Republican candidates / decision of Mr. Trump and Texas Republican Senator Ted Cruz 

to join forces and rally against the Iranian nuclear deal 

 5) an interview with Mr. Zandi on last week’s volatile stock market, the role of the 

Chinese economy in last week’s volatility, and the state of the American economy 

 6) Topics include: ten-year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina / the failures of those in 

power at the local, state, and federal level / lessons learned from the failures 

 7) Topics include: Mr. Tama’s experiences in New Orleans during the aftermath of 

Hurricane Katrina / role of faith in sustaining the community / his trips back to the area / 

similarities between New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina and his coverage in Iraq and 

Afghanistan / opinion that New Orleans is much better prepared 



60 MINUTES 

08/02/15 “Denied” – an investigation into the circumstances of long-term insurance coverage for 

the mentally ill in America.  Long-term care for a mentally ill patient is often denied by 

insurance company doctors who never see the patient, resulting in some seriously ill 

patients being discharged from hospitals over the objections of psychiatrists, who warn 

that someone may die as a result. Included are recorded excerpts of Anthem Insurance-

contracted psychiatrist Dr. Tim Jack, as he interacts with doctors during the claims 

process. Includes interviews with: Nancy West, whose daughter Katherine died after 

denied long-term care; Dr. Harold Koplewicz, psychiatrist and founder of the Child Mind 

Institute; Ashley, psychiatric patient with bi-polar disorder, and her mother Maria (their 

last name is withheld by their request); Kathryn Trepinski, attorney; and Dr. Paul Keith, 

Anthem Insurance’s former California medical director. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Michael Rey, 

Oriana Zill de Granados) (OAD: 12/14/14 - includes an update) 

 “The Battle Above” – a report on the US Air Force’s Space Command (AFSPC) and its 

task of launching and protecting the satellites in space on which our daily life and 

national security have come to depend.  With no worldwide agreement regarding a 

code of conduct for space operations, the Chinese tested an anti-satellite weapon two 

years ago. Now AFSPC, with billions of dollars from the Pentagon, is making new 

satellites more maneuverable to evade attack and also more resistant to jamming. 

Includes interviews with: General John Hyten, Commander, AFSPC; Colonel Bill Cooley, 

Director of Global Positioning Systems (GPS) at the Space and Missile Systems Center; 

Lieutenant Colonel Todd Benson, Commander, 2nd Space Operations Squadron; 

Lieutenant General Jay Raymond, Commander, Joint Functional Component Command 

for Space; Brian Weeden, technical adviser to the Secure World Foundation; and 

Deborah Lee James, Air Force Secretary. (C: David Martin – P: Andy Court) DOUBLE 

LENGTH SEGMENT (OAD: 04/26/15) 

08/09/15 “War And Hunger” – a report from the borders of Jordan and Syria, where the United 

Nations, led by its World Food Programme (WFP), has undertaken the task of feeding 

and caring for millions of refugees from Syria’s civil war. Includes interviews with: 

Halima (through translator), refugee; Andrew Harper, Representative of United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to Jordan; Ertharin Couisin, executive director 

of WFP; and Matthew Hollingworth, director for the WFP in Syria.  (C: Scott Pelley – P: 

Nicole Young, Katie Kerbstat) (OAD: 11/30/14 - includes an update) 

 “TED Talks” – a report on TED (Technology, Entertainment, Design) Talks, an online 

lecture series that has become one of the Internet’s most popular and powerful 

platforms, utilizing the slogan, “Ideas Worth Spreading”.  Includes interviews with the 

following people who have given TED talks: Bryan Stevenson, attorney; Jill Bolte Taylor, 

neurobiologist; Amy Cuddy, psychology professor at Harvard University; and Maysoon 

Zayid, comedian and cerebral palsy advocate. Also includes an interview with TED 



Curator, Chris Anderson. (C: Charlie Rose – P: Henry Schuster, Rachael Morehouse) 

(OAD: 04/19/15) 

 “Back To The Wild” – a report on Damian Aspinall’s project to release once-captive 

gorillas back into the wild, specifically into a forest in Gabon, West Africa. The 

multimillionaire of Kent, England runs a conservation group, the Aspinall Foundation, 

and believes keeping animals locked up in a zoo is immoral. After attempting this 

experiment for a year, and just one month after placing the gorillas into the wild, they 

discovered five females and one child gorilla died, proving Aspinall’s critics correct: the 

wild is a not necessarily a place where it is safe for domesticated animals to roam.  

Includes interviews with: Damian Aspinall and Tara Stoinski, president of the Dian 

Fossey Gorilla Fund. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shachar Bar-On, Alexandra Poolos) (OAD: 

03/15/15) 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

08/16/15 “Lumber Liquidators” - an investigation that found Chinese-made laminate flooring sold 

in Lumber Liquidators outlets across America contain toxic amounts of formaldehyde, a 

known cancer-causing chemical, that may not meet health and safety standards. 

Includes interviews with: Denny Larson, executive director of nonprofit group Global 

Community Monitor; Richard Drury, environmental attorney; Dr. Philip Landrigan, 

pediatrician at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York; Tom Sullivan, founder and chairman of 

Lumber Liquidators; and Whitney Tilson, Wall Street hedge fund manager. Also includes 

comments by various unidentified mill workers in Changzhou, China. (C: Anderson 

Cooper – P: Katherine Davis, Sam Hornblower) (OAD: 03/01/15 - includes an update) 

 “A Monumental Project” – a report on the progress the construction and development 

of the National Museum of African-American History and Culture (NMAAHC) located on 

the National Mall in Washington D.C. and scheduled to open in 2016. Eighty years ago, 

the idea of the museum was authorized by Congress, but they failed to fund it. In 2003, 

President George W. Bush signed the law creating the museum and Congress 

contributed $250 million. Smithsonian conservationists have been working for years to 

restore artifacts resonating with slavery and the Civil Rights Movement. Includes 

interviews with: Lonnie Bunch, founding director of NMAAHC; Paul Gardullo, NMAAHC 

lead curator; Mary Elliott, NMAAHC curator; Nancy Bercaw, NMAAHC curator; Air Force 

Captain Matt Quy and his wife, Tina Quy; Ret. Lieutenant Colonel Leo Gray; and Carlos 

Bustamante, NMAAHC project manager. Also includes comments by NMAAHC curator 

Renee Anderson. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Nicole Young) (OAD: 05/17/15) 

 “The Unknown America” – an interview with famed deep sea explorer Robert Ballard as 

he works on his next project, “The Unknown America”. Ballard, credited with 

discovering the wreck of the Titanic, is currently exploring U.S. territorial waters with a 

keen interest in war wreckage. Aboard the Nautilus, a state-of-the-art ship for deep sea 



exploration, Ballard is mapping the journey and working with the Okeanos Explorer ship, 

operated by NOAA, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Also includes 

an interview with Larry Mayer, director of the Center for Coastal and Ocean Mapping at 

the University of New Hampshire.  (See also: “The Great Explorer”, OAD: 11/29/09)  (C: 

Lara Logan – P: Max McClellan) (OAD: 05/10/15 on a SPECIAL EDITION of “60 MINUTES”, 

8:00 - 9:00p) 

08/23/15 “A Crime Against Humanity” – a report on the August 2013 Sarin nerve gas attack on 

Syrian residents in the suburbs of Damascus which U.S. authorities estimate killed over 

1,400 civilians, including many children. The rockets delivering the gas were types used 

by the Syrian army and launched from land held by the dictatorship under Syrian 

President Bashar al-Assad. No one has been held responsible. Includes interviews with: 

Kassem Eid, resident of Moadamiyah who shared video from the attack; Scott Cairns, 

chemist and lead inspector for the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 

Weapons; and unidentified eyewitnesses of the attack.  (See also: “Syria”, OAD: 

09/15/13)  (C: Scott Pelley – P: Nicole Young, Katie Kerbstat) (OAD: 04/19/15) 

 “Senator Tom Coburn” – an interview / profile of Republican Senator Tom Coburn of 

Oklahoma, known as the “godfather of the Tea Party”. He announced earlier this year 

that he has prostate cancer and will be ending his term two years early. Coburn 

discusses the unlikely friendship he and President Barack Obama formed during their 

first year in the Senate together and how they have maintained it from different sides of 

the aisle. Also includes interviews with: Stephen Spaulding, Policy Counsel at Common 

Cause; and Carolyn Coburn, Tom Coburn’s wife. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Ira Rosen, Habiba 

Nosheen) (OAD: 12/21/14 - includes an update) 

 “Misty Copeland” – an interview / profile of Misty Copeland, a solo ballerina with 

American Ballet Theatre (ABT), and one of ballet’s few African-American stars. Copeland 

overcame an underprivileged childhood in Gardena, California and a potentially career-

ending injury with six stress fractures in her tibia to become one of the top classical 

dancers in the country. In 2014 the commercial she starred in for Under Armour went 

viral, garnering almost eight million views online. Also includes interviews with: Cindy 

Bradley, ballet instructor; and Kevin McKenzie, American Ballet Theatre director. (C: Bill 

Whitaker – P: Patricia Shevlin) (OAD: 05/10/15 - includes an update) 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

08/30/15 “The Spy Among Us” – an interview / profile of Jack Barsky, a former spy for the Soviet 

Union’s KGB, assigned to the United States during the last years of the Cold War, with 

the aim of infiltrating President Jimmy Carter’s White House. Barsky, born Albrecht 

Dittrich in East Germany, was recruited by a Russian KGB agent. Failing at his original 

mission, he then worked at MetLife in IT, where he stole IBM source code for the 

Soviets. He also led a double life, with a wife and son in Germany and a wife and 



daughter in the United States. Recalled by the KGB in 1988, he made the decision to stay 

in the U.S. with his daughter. He lied to the KGB by telling them that he was dying of 

AIDS. He had another child, a son, and settled down with his family in Mount Bethel, 

Pennsylvania. The FBI started observing Barsky, and in May of 1997 had gathered 

enough evidence to question him. After the interrogation, the FBI concluded that his spy 

days were over and that he would be most useful in supplying information as to how the 

KGB operated. He now lives in upstate New York as director of software development 

for an undisclosed company that manages New York’s high-voltage power grid. Also 

includes interviews with: Joe Reilly, former FBI agent; and Chelsea (last name not 

disclosed), Barsky’s daughter. (C: Steve Kroft – P: Draggan Mihailovich) DOUBLE LENGTH 

SEGMENT (OAD: 05/10/15) 

 “Li Na” – an interview / profile of the most successful Asian tennis player to date, Li Na 

of China. Li Na won two Grand Slam singles titles at the 2011 French Open and 2014 

Australian Open, sparking a growth in the popularity of tennis in China and making her 

one of the most well-known athletes in the world. Revered by the youth of China for 

both her talent and her defiance of the unforgiving Chinese sports system, Li Na -- after 

multiple surgeries on her knees -- decided to retire at the age of thirty-two. Includes 

interviews with: Li Na (partly through translator); Jiang Shaan, aka Dennis, Li Na’s 

husband; and Zhang Bendou, Chinese tennis writer. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Andy Court, 

Aarthi Rajaraman, Sarah Fitzpatrick) (OAD: 01/25/15 - includes an update) 

48 HOURS 

08/01/15 48 HOURS: “Murder in Pinyon Pines” (9:00 - 10:00p) - a report on the investigation into 

the triple murders and the long quest for justice for Vicki Friedli, her boyfriend Jon 

Hayward, and Vicki’s daughter Becky Friedli. In 2006, in Pinyon Pines, California, Friedli 

and her boyfriend where shot dead and their house set on fire. Outside the home, 

investigators found the charred remains of Becky Friedli, in a wheelbarrow. She was 

burned so badly, they could not determine how she died. Retired policeman Ron Friedli, 

Vicki’s ex-husband and Becky’s father, had a theory about what happened: Becky was 

deathly afraid of fire and he suspected she knew her killer. Police searched for clues but 

the case went cold. Years later, Luis Bolanos, a private investigator and a former 

colleague of Ron’s, asked if he could get involved; he said he could get the case back in 

the news. He did just that. Seven years after the murders, police arrested Becky’s ex-

boyfriend Robert Pape and his best friend Christian Smith and charged them with 

murder. Their families say they are innocent. But an unexpected courtroom twist turned 

the case upside down. The District Attorney said there was an “issue” in the grand jury 

proceedings against Pape, and dropped the charges against them both. However, it may 

not be completely over; the investigation continues. On-screen text graphic: A new DA 

was sworn in last week. He says he will review the case “with an open mind”. Christian 

Smith has been honorably discharged from the Army. On-screen text graphic for the 

08/01/15 rebroadcast: A new DA was sworn in in January. He said he will review the 



case “with an open mind.” Christin Smith has been honorably discharged from the 

Army.  Interviewed: Tanya Friedli, Drew Friedli, Ron Friedli (Becky’s sisters and father); 

Katie Hayward (Hayward’s daughter); Daniela Zermeno (Becky’s cousin); Luis Bolanos 

(private investigator); Kathleen Pape and Christy Pape (mother and sister of Robert 

Pape); John Conrad Smith (Smith’s father); Brandon Kugler-Harrison (friend of Pape and 

Smith); Richard Blumenfeld (Pape attorney); Eduardo Roy (attorney for Becky’s friend 

Javier Garcia Junior) (C: Troy Roberts - P: Lourdes Aguiar, Peter Shaw) (OAD: 01/17/15) 

48 HOURS (continued) 

08/01/15 48 HOURS: “Fall From Grace” (10:00 – 11:00p) - an investigation into the October 2012 

death of Bethany Deaton -- whether her death was a suicide, the fundamentalist 

Christian religious group to which she belonged, her marriage to the group’s leader, and 

the quest by her family for answers. Bethany Deaton was a young wife and nurse, 

whose lifeless body was found in the backseat of a minivan, in Grandview, Missouri -- a 

plastic bag over her head, a suicide note, and an empty pill bottle nearby. Deaton’s 

mother believed it was not a suicide and that someone else had a hand in her 

daughter’s death; possibly someone involved in the fundamentalist Christian religious 

group to which she belonged, and which some people likened to a cult. While in college, 

and devoted to religion, Bethany was drawn to Tyler Deaton, the leader of the group 

called “The Community”, which was associated with the International House of Prayer 

(IHOP). Deaton told members what to wear, when to eat and even controlled their 

romantic relationships. One member says the group had become a full-blown cult. 

Bethany eventually married Tyler, but the marriage wasn’t perfect. There were 

questions about Tyler’s own sexuality; Bethany fell into a deep depression. Police did 

not believe Bethany killed herself. After the Medical Examiner ruled it a suicide, Micah 

Moore, another member of “The Community”, told police that he had killed Bethany, 

and was subsequently charged with murder. The case was upended when he recanted 

his confession. Investigators were unable to substantiate his confession and just weeks 

before the trial was to begin, charges were dropped against Micah. Questions remained. 

Was Micah manipulated? Did Tyler have something to do with it? Tyler is ready to admit 

he played a role in her death, but to what end? Did Bethany really commit suicide, or 

was it murder, as her mother believes? On-screen text graphic: Tyler has filed a claim to 

Bethany’s forty thousand dollar life insurance policy. He plans to pay back the Leidleins 

for the wedding. On-screen text graphic for the 08/01/15 rebroadcast: Bethany’s 

parents are suing the DA for access to the evidence in her case. Tyler has said he 

planned to pay back the Leidleins for the wedding. He has not done so. Interviewed: 

Carol Leidlein (Bethany’s mother); Tyler Deaton (her husband); Boze Herrington (friend 

of Tyler and Bethany); Teryn O’Brien (lifelong friend of Bethany’s); Penny Cole and Ben 

Kenney (Jackson County Sheriff’s Detectives); Melanie Morgan (Micah Moore’s 

attorney); Eric Leidlein (Bethany’s father). (C: Troy Roberts - P: Chris O’Connell, Lindsey 

Gutterman, Dena Goldstein) (OAD: 02/21/15) 



 

08/08/15 48 HOURS: “The Lost Daughter” (9:00 - 10:00p) - a report on the investigation into the 

1989 disappearance of college student Tiffany Sessions, a case which at the time 

generated one of the largest manhunts in the history of Florida -- and whether the 

Alachua County Sheriff’s office has solved the mystery.  What is known is that Tiffany 

Sessions left her home for her daily walk and never returned. A massive search was 

launched, driven in part by her father Pat Sessions, a marketing executive. It turned up 

nothing. In 2013, Alachua County Sheriff Sadie Darnell charged Detective Kevin Allen 

with the cold case investigation. Allen learned that three years after Sessions 

disappeared, Elizabeth Foster, another student, was found murdered and buried less 

than a mile away from where Sessions lived. Paul Rowles, the man convicted of killing 

Foster, denied having anything to with the Sessions case.  After his death in 2014, police 

found a phone book among his belongings, which included enough cryptic references to 

Sessions to name him a suspect in her disappearance and presumed murder.  The 

Alachua County Sheriff’s Office excavated an area where Foster was found, hoping to 

find a clue to Sessions’ fate, but it produced no results. The belief of both the family and 

the sheriff’s office is that Rowles murdered Sessions, even though they have not found 

her remains. On-Screen text graphic: Tiffany Sessions would be 45 years old. On-screen 

text graphic for the 08/08/15 rebroadcast: Tiffany Sessions would be 46 years old. 

Interviewed: Pat Sessions (father); Hillary Sessions (mother); Jason Sessions (half-

brother); Kathleen Frezza (Tiffany’s roommate); Jim Eckert (lead investigator); Wayne 

Black (private investigator); Sadie Darnell (Alachua County Sheriff); Kevin Allen 

(detective); Marshall Frank (retired detective); Dr. Michael Warren (forensic 

anthropologist). (C: Tracy Smith - P: Chris Young Ritzen, Tamara Weitzman) (OAD: 

06/02/14) 

48 HOURS (continued) 

08/08/15 48 HOURS: “The Ultimatum” (10:00 – 11:00p) - a report on the investigation into the 

murder of Vanessa Mintz, who was gunned down at the family-owned Saluda Mountain 

Lodge, in Saluda, North Carolina on Saturday, February 19, 2011. Mintz, whose family 

had long-standing ties to the area, had married early in life, divorced and raised two 

daughters, Jessica Freeman and Andrea Little Gray, as well as becoming a respected 

businesswoman, realtor and mentor to young girls. Police investigation at the lodge 

found a crucial piece of evidence only the killer could have left, but questions remained: 

did Mintz know her killer or was it a random robbery that went bad? The investigation 

took the case in another direction when police found out that her husband, Travis 

McGraw, was secretly dating Mary Beth Fisher. His cell phone records revealed he was 

sending intimate text messages to Fisher. Fisher claims McGraw had told her he wasn’t 

married, and the relationship, though intimate, was not sexual. Fisher found out the 

truth and gave him an ultimatum -- make up your mind by Sunday. Mintz was shot dead 

on Saturday. Travis McGraw willingly turned over his cache of guns to police. One of his 



guns matched the cartridge found at the scene and he was arrested for murder. Mintz’s 

daughters emerged as powerful advocates for their mother, and prosecutors, after 

consulting with them, offered a plea deal to McGraw: second-degree murder with a 

sentence of 16-20 years. He accepted, but at the last moment changed his mind about 

pleading guilty. Three years after the murder the trial began. McGraw was found guilty 

of first-degree murder. On-screen text graphic: Mary Beth Fisher and Vanessa’s 

daughter Andrea work at the same hospital. They occasionally cross each other’s paths. 

Andrea and Jessica are creating a local family justice center and a trauma intervention 

program in honor of their mother. On-screen text graphic for the 08/08/15 

rebroadcast: To honor their mother, Andrea and Jessica have established Vanessa’s 

Vision, a foundation supporting trauma intervention, and a family justice center. 

Travis McGraw is serving his life sentence under protective custody in a facility 

reserved for police and high profile prisoners. Interviewed: Carl Mintz (father); Jessica 

Freeman and Andrea Little Gray (Mintz’s daughters); Willie McGraw (father of Travis 

McGraw); Marcia Blythe Cunningham (Mintz’s friend); Heather Waldbart (mentoring 

student); Steve Modlin (Chief Investigator); Alex Bass (Prosecutor); Mary Beth Fisher 

(McGraw’s girlfriend); Shane Greene (State Bureau of Investigation)  (C: Peter Van Sant - 

P: Alec Sirken, Elena DiFiore, Michelle Feuer) (OAD: 01/10/15) 

08/15/15 48 HOURS: “A Daughter, a Mortgage and Two Murders” - a followup to “The Mortgage 

and the Murder” (OAD: 11/22/08), a report on the investigation into the murders of 

Greg and Bernadette Ohlemacher in 2005. The Albuquerque, New Mexico couple had 

been shot dead in their home. Police immediately suspected their daughter, Renee, was 

involved. Family members also believed she knew more than she was telling and she 

was after the $1 million insurance policy. The investigation stalled. In 2006, mortgage 

loan processor Ron Santiago turned himself in to the Secret Service for a crime 

unrelated to the murders. Investigation led to a connection between Santiago and the 

Ohlemachers. A search of his home led to shell casings that matched those found at the 

Ohlemacher crime scene. Eight years of legal wrangling followed. Before the trial, the 

District Attorney’s office asked Renee to take a polygraph test; results were 

inconclusive. The test would haunt prosecutors at trial when the jury was allowed to 

hear the results when she testified. Santiago was found not guilty. Family members still 

believe both Ron Santiago and Renee Olchmacher were involved in the crime. On-screen 

text graphic: Renee is working as a dog walker. The family dog “Sammy Jo,” passed away 

a year after the murders. Ron Santiago lives in Albuquerque with his parents and is 

looking for a job. On-screen text graphic for the 08/15/15 followup: Albuquerque 

police say the case is now closed. They have no other leads or suspects. Renee is 

working for a dog walking business. The family dog, “Sammy Jo,” passed away a year 

after the murders. Ron Santiago lives in Albuquerque with his parents and is looking 

for a job. Interviewed: Renee Ohlemacher; Jessica Montoya and Antoinette Curran 

(Ohlemacher’s aunts) and her grandmother Dora; former Albuquerque Police 

spokesman John Walsh; Randy Ohlemacher (Greg’s brother); Catherine Howard 



(mortgage client); Brian Nguyen (Secret Service agent); Joseph Riggs (defense attorney); 

Kari Brandenburg (District Attorney); and Cheryl Johnston (prosecutor) (C: Erin Moriarty 

- P: Paul LaRosa, Allen Alter) (OAD: 05/17/14) 

48 HOURS (continued) 

08/22/15 48 HOURS: “Love, Hate & Obsession” (9:00 - 10:00p) – an updated rebroadcast on the 

investigation into the 2011 murder of one-time millionaire Lanny Horowitz, who was 

shot nine times while taking a shower in the bathroom of his upscale Jupiter, Florida 

home. Only three people were in the home at the time: Lanny Horowitz, his ex-wife 

Donna Horowitz, whom he had divorced twice, but had reconciled with, and his son, 

Radley, who also resided there. Both had strained relationships with Lanny. The 

investigation led investigators to the knowledge that theirs was a deeply troubled 

family. Both Radley, a former gun dealer, who also served a stint in prison, and his 

mother Donna, who was bothered by her ex-husband’s close relationship with female 

business partner Francine Tice, were considered suspects. Eventually, Donna was 

arrested and charged with first-degree murder. At the trial, the defense ultimately 

blamed her son, Radley. The jury made a quick decision: Donna was guilty. Radley 

Horowitz has mixed feelings about her defense, but forgives her. On-screen text graphic: 

Lanny Horowitz had a $500,000 life insurance policy. He left $200,000 to Francine Tice. 

Radley sued Francine for her share of the insurance payout. Francine settled for 

$90,000. As part of the settlement, both have agreed never to speak badly about each 

other publicly. EPILOGUE: Two years after her conviction, Donna Horowitz won her 

appeal for a new trial. The appellate judges said the prosecutor had made a mistake in 

her closing arguments. However, the final decision as to whether or not Donna 

Horowitz gets a new trial now rests with the Florida Supreme Court. On-screen text 

graphic for the 12/13/14 original broadcast; the 06/28/14 rebroadcast; and the 

updated 08/22/15 rebroadcast: Lanny Horowitz had a $500,000 life insurance policy. 

He left $200,000 to Francine Tice. Radley sued Francine for her share of the insurance 

payout. Francine settled for $90,000. As part of the settlement, Francine Tice and 

Radley Horowitz have agreed never to speak badly about each other publicly. 

Interviewed: Horowitz’ son, Radley Horowitz; his brother, Barry Horowitz, his sister 

Sheila Goldberg;; Jupiter, Florida Police Department detective Eric Frank; Assistant State 

Attorneys Aleathea McRoberts and Lauren Godden; CSI investigator Tracie McClendon; 

defense attorney Grey Tesh. (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Sara Ely Hulse, Michelle Feuer) (OAD: 

12/14/13; 1st Rebroadcast: 06/28/14) 

 

 

 



08/22/15 48 HOURS: “Decades of Deceit” (10:00 – 11:00p) - a report on the investigation into the 

1989 murder of 16-year-old Amy Weidner, a young mother who was beaten, sexually 

assaulted and killed in the bedroom of her Indianapolis, Indiana home while she and 

Emily, her 2-year-old daughter, were home alone. Even though there was a bloody 

handprint on the bedroom wall, none of the leads led to an arrest and the case grew 

cold. In 2011, in response to a newspaper article about the case, the Indianapolis 

Metropolitan Police Cold Case Unit called upon Detective Sgt. William Carter, a nuisance 

abatement officer, to help them to print pages from the “Remembering Amy Weidner” 

Facebook page. Carter became obsessed with the case, and on his own time, found a 

lead others had missed.  After 24 years, this led to the eventual arrest of someone the 

family was familiar with: Rodney Denk. In 2012, Denk accepted a plea bargain and pled 

guilty to the murder and rape of Amy Weidner during a robbery gone bad. On-screen 

text graphic for 04/19/14 original broadcast and 08/22/15 rebroadcast: In January 

2014, Bill Carter received the Indianapolis Police Department Award of Merit. Carter 

was offered the opportunity to join the homicide unit. He has decided to remain a 

nuisance abatement officer. On his own time, he is looking into another cold case of a 

murdered nineteen-year-old woman. Interviewed: Emily Weidner (daughter); Gloria 

Weidner (mother); Cassie Gardner (sister); Taunya Strauss (sister); John-Paul Weidner 

(brother); Jody George, (Weidner’s teacher); Amy Somers, Angie Moore, and Joy Haney 

(Weidner’s friends); Captain Jack Geilker, (former Indianapolis Police Department 

member, now with the Marion County Sheriff’s Office); Lt. Roger Spurgeon (Indianapolis 

Metropolitan Police Department Cold Case Unit); Detective Sgt. William Carter; and 

Bruce Kuegel (Kentucky Commonwealth Attorney)  (C: Troy Roberts - P: Ruth Chenetz) 

(OAD: 04/19/14) 

 

08/29/15  PREEMPTION 
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CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

SEPTEMBER 2015 
FACE THE NATION 

09/06/15 Guests: Carly Fiorina, Republican Presidential Candidate (1); Newt Gingrich, former 

Republican presidential candidate, former Speaker of the House of Representatives (2); 

Charlie D’Agata, CBS News Correspondent (3); Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal (4); 

Ben Domenech, The Federalist (4); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine (4); Nancy Cordes, CBS 

News Congressional Correspondent (4); Colonel Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin, Apollo 11 

Astronaut, author, “Welcome to Mars: Making a Home on the Red Planet” (5); David 

McCullough, author, “The Wright Brothers” (5); Rachel Swaby, author, “Headstrong: 52 

Women Who Changed Science – and the World” (5); Walter Isaacson, author, “The 

Innovators: How a Group of Hackers, Geniuses, and Geeks Created the Digital 

Revolution” (5) 

 1) Topics include: fellow Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump’s interview 

with Hugh Hewitt, where Mr. Trump made excuses for not knowing key leaders involved 

in Islamic terrorism; Hillary Clinton’s e-mail server scandal; role of the United States in 

the refugee crisis in Europe 

 2) Topics include: support for Donald Trump’s handling of the questions posed during 

his interview with Hugh Hewitt; assessment of how a business person would handle the 

political world / reasons why the business sector candidates – Donald Trump, Carly 

Fiorina, and Dr. Ben Carson - are so popular; Mr. Trump’s immigration policy; the 

campaign of Jeb Bush 

 3) a report from Vienna, Austria on the latest developments in the growing 

humanitarian crisis in Europe, as thousands of migrants -- many of them refugees from 

war-torn Syria -- depart Hungary for more welcoming countries 

 4) Topics include: the reasons why criticism of Republican presidential candidate Donald 

Trump from other candidates only seems to increase his popularity with voters / 

Republican presidential candidate Senator Marco Rubio’s foreign policy credentials / 

Clinton campaign’s reaction to the Trump campaign / Mr. Trump’s recent decision to 

sign the Republican pledge / the threat Mr. Trump poses to the Republican Party / 

reasons why Mr. Trump and Mr. Bush focus on politically attacking one another; recent 

poll results indicating that Democratic presidential candidate Senator Bernie Sanders is 

ahead of Hillary Clinton / change in approach of the Clinton campaign’s reaction to the 

e-mail server scandal / attitude amongst Democrats and Republicans to the Clinton e-

mail server scandal / ongoing questions concerning the possibility of Vice President Joe 

Biden entering the race 



 5) Topics include: stories behind each of the books by the four authors: Mr. Aldrin, Mr. 

McCullough, Ms. Swaby, and Mr. Isaacson / science connection between each of the 

books featured / importance of risk taking and its role in the American experience / 

calculated risks taken by the Wright Brothers / Mr. Aldrin’s recollections of Apollo 11 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

09/13/15 Guests: Donald Trump, Republican Presidential Candidate (1); Anthony Salvanto, CBS 

News Elections Director (2) (4); Dr. Ben Carson, Republican Presidential Candidate (3); 

David Axelrod, CNN Senior Political Commentator (5); John Heilemann, Bloomberg 

Politics (6); Gwen Ifill, co-anchor, “PBS NewsHour”; moderator, “Washington Week” (6); 

Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (6); Peter Baker, The New 

York Times (6) 

 1) Topics include: reasons why Mr. Trump would be a better president than fellow 

Republican candidate Dr. Ben Carson / preview of his tax plan / inequities in the U.S. 

economy / Mr. Trump’s recent comments in Rolling Stone magazine about fellow 

Republican candidate Carly Fiorina’s appearance 

 2) CBS Battleground Tracker: type of Republican voters who are drawn to candidates 

Donald Trump and Dr. Ben Carson 

 3) Topics include: Dr. Carson’s reaction to his rise in the polls / his prior experience and 

how it complements the office of the presidency / importance of humility / kind of 

people who donate to Dr. Carson’s campaign / immigration policy 

 4) CBS Battleground Tracker: poll results for Democratic candidates Hillary Clinton and 

Senator Bernie Sanders, as well as South Carolina sampling for Vice President Joe Biden, 

who has yet to enter the race 

 5) Topics include: effect of low poll numbers on the inner workings of a political 

campaign / opinion that Mrs. Clinton needs to show her authenticity / definition of 

authenticity in the political term / opinion that Vice President Biden is “utterly 

authentic” and will ultimately decide not to run / sense of Senator Sanders’ future and 

what obstacles and challenges lie ahead 

 6) Topics include: recent poll results for the Democratic candidates / state of Hillary 

Clinton’s campaign, now that she trails behind Senator Bernie Sanders / small impact of 

the e-mail server scandal on her numbers / the Clinton brand / “authenticity” in the 

political realm; reaction to Vice President Biden’s appearance on “The Late Show with 

Stephen Colbert” / questions as to whether or not Vice President Biden will enter the 

race; campaigns of Donald Trump and Dr. Ben Carson / upcoming Republican debate / 

type of voter attracted to the campaigns of Mr. Trump or Dr. Carson / evangelical base 

in the Republican Party 



09/20/15 Guests: Hillary Clinton, former Secretary of State, Obama Administration, Democratic 

Presidential Candidate (1); Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), Republican Presidential Candidate 

(2); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (3); Ron Brownstein, 

National Journal (3); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine (3); Michael Gerson, The 

Washington Post 

 1) Topics include: Syrian refugee crisis / continued support for training the Syrian rebels 

/ Russia’s role in the Syrian crisis; reaction to Republican presidential candidate Jeb 

Bush’s statement during the most recent debate that his brother, former president 

George W. Bush, kept the country safe; the September 11, 2012 attack on the U.S. 

Consulate in Benghazi, Libya; Mrs. Clinton’s use of a private e-mail server while she was 

Secretary of State and the ensuing scandal once it was discovered; Republican 

presidential candidate Donald Trump’s non-reaction to a supporter who claimed that 

President Obama is a Muslim and not an American; possibility of Vice President Joe 

Biden entering the Democratic field / agreement with fellow Democratic presidential 

candidate Senator Bernie Sanders to not run any negative ads; Mrs. Clinton’s upcoming 

proposal for the Affordable Care Act (‘Obamacare”); Planned Parenthood videos / 

upcoming vote in the Senate to impose a federal ban on late-term abortions; belief that 

wanting to be the first female president keeps Mrs. Clinton an outsider; role of Wall 

Street in the economy; the real Hillary Clinton 

 2) Topics include: opinion that because of Mrs. Clinton’s policy, she bears some of the 

responsibility for the Syrian refugee crisis / Senator Paul’s advice for handling the 

problems in Syria / apprehension towards taking in Syrian refugees in the United States; 

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump’s non-reaction to a supporter who 

claimed that President Obama is a Muslim and not an American; Republican presidential 

candidate Dr. Ben Carson’s statement on NBC’s “Meet The Press” that he would have a 

problem with a Muslim president; debate over defunding Planned Parenthood / 

criticism that “Congress has been abdicating its role for probably a hundred years”; 

appeal of the outsider in the current presidential race / proponent of term limits for 

members of Congress 

 3) Topics include: reaction to Mrs. Clinton’s interview / potential impact of Vice 

President Joe Biden entering the Democratic field; last week’s Republican debate / Mr. 

Trump’s standing after the debate / divisions within the Republican coalition, given the 

large number of candidates / campaigns of Mr. Trump and Carly Fiorina / debate 

performance reviews for the candidates 

 



FACE THE NATION (continued) 

09/27/15 Guests: Representative John Boehner (R-OH), Speaker of the House of Representatives 

(1); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Democratic Presidential Candidate (2); Kimberley 

Strassel, The Wall Street Journal (3); Nancy Cordes, CBS News Congressional 

Correspondent (3); Susan Page, USA Today (3); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (3); 

Governor John Kasich (R-OH), Republican Presidential Candidate (4) 

 1) Topics include: Speaker Boehner’s hope that a government shutdown will be averted 

/ his recent announcement that he will be leaving Congress at the end of October 2015 / 

level of “disagreement” amongst Republicans in the House of Representatives / reasons 

behind Representative Boehner’s decision to leave / unrealistic expectations as to what 

can be done in government / his reputation as a rebel in Congress; last week’s address 

to a joint session of Congress by Pope Francis / impact of the Pope’s visit on his decision 

to leave Congress; Speaker Boehner’s relationship with his colleagues and President 

Obama / advice for his successor; his practice of yoga 

 2) Topics include: Senator Sanders’ kind words for Representative Boehner; destructive 

role of Super PACs in the political system; recent trip to Liberty University, a 

fundamentalist Christian university; reaction to comments from Republican presidential 

candidate Jeb Bush on “free stuff”, i.e. universal health care and tuition free college / 

reaction to comments from Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton on “free 

college” / clarification of “free college” -- free tuition in public colleges and universities; 

continued commitment to not run any negative ads; hope for more Democratic debates 

 3) Topics include: Representative Boehner’s decision to leave Congress / impact of that 

decision on Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell / level of “disagreement” amongst 

Republicans in the House of Representatives; current state of the 2016 Republican race 

for the presidency, given the recent departure of candidates Rick Perry and Governor 

Scott Walker; current state of the campaigns of Mrs. Clinton and Senator Sanders / 

questions surrounding the possible candidacy of Vice President Joe Biden / differences 

between a Republican attack against Senator Sanders versus one against Mrs. Clinton 

 4) Topics include: Governor Kasich’s dismay at the members of the Republican Party 

who celebrated Speaker Boehner’s announcement / level of “disagreement” amongst 

Republicans in the House of Representatives; departure of candidates Rick Perry and 

Governor Scott Walker / thoughts on the mix of public and private sector candidates in 

the 2016 Republican field 

 

 

 



60 MINUTES 

09/06/15 “The Attack on SONY” – a report on the cyberattack on Sony Pictures Entertainment’s 

computer network by North Korea last November, and the cybersecurity questions for 

corporations going forward. The attack forced the company to immediately revert back 

to workplace practices used before the advent of the Internet. Sony declined 60 

MINUTES request for interviews. Experts believe it will take a technological 

breakthrough in cyber warfare defense to fully secure computer networks. Includes 

interviews with: James Lewis, director at the Center for Strategic and International 

Studies; Kevin Mandia, president at FireEye, Inc.; Matt Zeitlin, business reporter at 

BuzzFeed.com; and Jon Miller, vice president at Cylance, Inc.. (C: Steve Kroft – P: 

Graham Messick) (OAD: 04/12/15) 

 “Cardinal Sean” – an interview / profile of Cardinal Seán O’Malley, Pope Francis’ closest 

American advisor, Archbishop of Boston and the head of the Roman Catholic Church’s 

new commission to fight child sex abuse. Topics include: his work with the poor, 

immigration, what roles are available to women in the church, and the church’s 

mishandling of child sex abuse.  (C: Norah O’Donnell – P: L. Franklin Devine) (OAD: 

11/16/14 - includes an update) 

 “Mindfulness” – a report on “mindfulness”, a self-awareness meditation practice 

stemming from Buddhist roots which scientists say is healthy, but rarely achieved in 

today’s world of digital distractions. 60 MINUTES’ Anderson Cooper participated in a 

three-day retreat in northern California led by the founder of Mindfulness-Based Stress 

Reduction, Jon Kabat-Zinn. Includes interviews with: Jon Kabat-Zinn, founder of 

Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction (MBSR); Representative Tim Ryan (D-OH); Dr. 

Judson Brewer, psychiatrist and neuroscientist; Karen May, Google vice president; and 

Chade-Meng Tan, software engineer and motivator at Google. (C: Anderson Cooper – P: 

Denise Schrier Cetta) (OAD: 12/14/14) 

 Update: “Killing Bin Laden” (OAD: 09/09/12) 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

09/13/15 “Iraq’s Christians” – a report from Northern Iraq, where up to 125,000 Christians have 

been forced to flee from ISIS (ISIL) terrorist violence. Christian homes in Iraq’s second 

largest city, Mosul, have been marked by ISIS with the Arabic letter ‘N’ for Nasara, an 

Islamic term for Christians, forcing its residents to either convert to Islam, pay an 

extortion tax, or be killed. Inhabitants of surrounding villages and towns across the 

region, known as the Nineveh Plains, have fled the area and are living as refugees in 

Erbil. Includes interviews with: Father Joseph Ibrahim, monk at Monastery of St. 

Matthew; Archbishop Nicodemus Sharaf, Archbishop of the Syriac Orthodox Church in 

Mosul; Issah Al Qurain (through translator), resident who had his house marked; and 

Archbishop Bashar Warda, Archbishop of Erbil. Also includes comments/footage of Brett 



Felton, an American veteran of the Iraq War and a man only identified as Khamis - both 

there to train and assist Christian volunteers. (C: Lara Logan – P: Max McClellan, Jeff 

Newton, Richard Butler) (OAD: 03/22/15) 

 “The Shooting at Chardon High” – a report on the shooting on February 27, 2012 at 

Chardon High School in Chardon, Ohio that left three male students dead. The report 

focuses on Frank Hall, who was an assistant football coach at Chardon monitoring study 

hall that morning. Hall’s actions of running towards the shooter to chase him out of the 

building saved an untold number of young lives. (The shooter’s name is Thomas “T.J.” 

Lane but the Chardon community asked 60 MINUTES to keep his name and face out of 

the segment.) Includes interviews with: Tim Armelli, Chardon teacher; Frank Hall, former 

Chardon assistant football coach and current coach at Lakeside High School and Frank’s 

wife Ashley Hall; Chardon students Nick Walczak and Nate Mueller and Lakeside High 

School students Tyree Meeks and Damondre Haywood. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Robert G. 

Anderson) (OAD: 02/23/14 - includes an update) 

 “The King of CrossFit” – an interview / profile of Greg Glassman, the creator of the 

CrossFit workout, a physical fitness program that mixes elements of weightlifting, 

calisthenics, and gymnastics. CrossFit has become the largest chain of gyms in history 

and a leading athletic brand through their partnership with Reebok. (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – 

P: Keith Sharman) (OAD: 05/10/15 on a SPECIAL EDITION of “60 MINUTES”, 8:00 – 

9:00p) 

09/20/15 “President Rouhani” – an interview (through a translator) with the President of Iran, 

Hassan Rouhani. President Rouhani sat down with Steve Kroft in Tehran last week to 

discuss the controversial nuclear agreement between Iran and six countries: the United 

States, Russia, China, Britain, France, and Germany (P5 +1). Topics include: the years of 

mistrust between the U.S. and Iran that still exists; the prospects for a better 

relationship in the future, including economic cooperation; the possibility of a prisoner 

exchange for The Washington Post journalist Jason Rezaian; and Supreme Leader 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s harsh statements about America.  (C: Steve Kroft – P: Michael 

Karzis) 

 “Pope Francis” – a report on the security and logistics surrounding the pontiff’s first visit 

to the U.S. next week, where he will make appearances in Washington, D.C., New York, 

and Philadelphia. Scott Pelley got a preview of what Americans can expect as he 

attended the crowded General Audience, held on Wednesdays in St. Peter’s Square in 

Vatican City. Includes interviews with: Ken Hackett, U.S. Ambassador to the Holy See; 

David Yoder, photojournalist for National Geographic; Monsignor Guillermo Karcher, 

Argentinian priest and pontifical usher (through translator); Ignazio Marino, Mayor of 

Rome; Augusto Pellegrini, dean of papal ushers (through translator); and Urs 

Breitenmoser, sergeant in the Swiss Guard. Also includes comments by Pope Francis, 



some in English and some through a translator. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Nicole Young, Sabina 

Castelfranco) 

 “The Smartest Dog in the World” - a report on scientific investigation into the 

intelligence of dogs, focusing on John Pilley, a retired psychology professor, and his 

border collie, Chaser, who recognizes more than 1,000 words.  Also interviewed are: 

Brian Hare, an evolutionary anthropologist at Duke University; Dr. Greg Berns, a 

physician and neuroscientist at Emory University, Atlanta. GA, who conducts brain scans 

on dogs.  (C: Anderson Cooper - P: Denise Schrier Cetta) (OAD: 10/05/14) 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

09/27/15 48th Season Premiere of 60 MINUTES (7:30 – 9:00p)  

 “President Putin” – an interview (through a translator) with the President of Russia, 

Vladimir Putin. President Putin invited Charlie Rose to meet him at his state residence 

outside of Moscow, ahead of his trip to the annual United Nations General Assembly 

this week. Topics include: Russia’s military presence in Syria and its support for 

President Bashar al-Assad; the battle against ISIS, al-Nusra, and other terrorist groups; 

conflict in Ukraine; and Putin’s feelings towards President Obama and the American 

people. Additionally, President Putin discusses being a former KGB agent and 

intelligence officer; his family; and the collapse of the USSR. (C: Charlie Rose – P: Andy 

Court) DOUBLE-LENGTH SEGMENT 

 “Trump” – an interview with billionaire real-estate mogul and Republican Presidential 

candidate Donald Trump, who sat down with Scott Pelley last Tuesday in Manhattan. 

Topics include: his plan for taxes; immigration and the creation of a wall on the U.S. - 

Mexico border; breaking up the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) as a 

strategy to create new jobs for the middle class; repealing and replacing Obamacare 

with a new form of universal health care; Social Security reform; the media; and his 

family. (C: Scott Pelley – Robert G. Anderson, Aaron Weisz) 

 “The Greatest Escape” – a report on how the world’s most wanted man, Mexican drug 

lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman, escaped from Altiplano Prison in Mexico on July 11, 

2015. A construction crew from El Chapo’s Sinaloa Cartel dug a nearly-mile-long tunnel 

directly into the shower stall of his cell to help the prisoner escape -- for a second time. 

Includes interviews with: Jim Dinkins, retired Homeland Security Investigations, Drug 

Enforcement Agency (DEA); Chuck Rosenberg, acting chief of the DEA; and Joe DiMeglio, 

chief of the San Diego Tunnel Task Force. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Howard L. Rosenberg) 

 In addition, the following 2 segments were seen on a special WEST COAST ONLY 2-

hour broadcast: 



 WEST COAST ONLY - “DARPA Dan” - a report on the U.S. military’s Defense Advanced 

Research Projects Agency (DARPA) and their efforts to maintain America’s military 

technological superiority, with the highest effort on securing the Internet, which they 

are credited with helping to create. Dan Kaufman, former video game developer and 

“Medal of Honor” series creator, heads its software unit and discussed: cyber warfare 

program Plan X; dark web navigator Memex and how it helps to combat terrorists like 

ISIS (ISIL); and the hacking vulnerability of devices (phones, cars, etc.) that are 

connected to the Internet of Things (IoT), with DARPA’s research focused on inventing 

unhackable code for military drones. Includes interviews with: Dan Kaufman, Director of 

the Information Innovation Office for DARPA; Christopher White, DARPA Program 

Manager/inventor of Memex; and Cyrus Vance Jr., Manhattan District Attorney. Also 

includes comments by: Kathleen Fisher, DARPA Project Manager; and DARPA 

researchers Carl and Patrick (last names not given). (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shachar Bar-On) 

(OAD: 02/08/15 - includes an update) 

 WEST COAST ONLY - “Rush to Judgment” – an interview with Mike Pressler, former 

head coach of Duke University’s men’s lacrosse team, who was forced to resign nine 

years ago as a result of the Duke Rape Case scandal that turned out to be disproved. 

Pressler speaks about his life during and after the scandal and his loyalty to Bryant 

University. As head coach of Bryant’s men’s lacrosse team since August of 2006, Pressler 

has turned a Division II program into a Division I threat.  Also includes interviews with: 

Chris Kennedy, senior deputy director of athletics at Duke; and Ron Machtley, Bryant 

University President. (Includes an excerpt of “The Duke Rape Case”, OAD: 10/15/06) (C: 

Armen Keteyian – P: Coleman Cowan) (OAD: 04/12/15) 

 Update: “Rare Earth Elements” (OAD: 03/22/15) 

The Mail - selected viewer comments about the segments “Pope Francis” (OAD: 

09/20/15) and “President Rouhani” (OAD: 09/20/15) 

48 HOURS 

09/05/15 48 HOURS: “Perilous Journey” (9:00 – 10:00p) - an investigation into the sometimes 

questionable practices in the business of international adoptions; the lengths some 

families will go to in order to bring children home to the United States; and how some 

overseas facilitators walk a fine line between adoption and child trafficking. This 

broadcast focuses on (1) Ryan and Jeri Lynn Owen’s journey to the Democratic Republic 

of Congo, the questionable practices of the adoption agency Celebrate Children 

International (CCI), they had chosen, and their ultimate success in adopting  their 

children Ava and Zoey.  (2) The story of Betsy Emanuel and her attempt to adopt a child 

from Guatemala, through the same international adoption agency, CCI.  This ultimately 

led to the discovery of Guatemalan children being in effect abducted for adoption.  

Emanuel travels to Guatemala to meet a mother whom Emanuel helped to reunite with 



the children who were taken from her and placed for adoption.  (3) The practices of the 

international adoption agency Celebrate Children International, a small Florida agency, 

run by Sue Hedberg. Epilogue: Ava and Zoey have been here is in the U.S. for two years 

now and are thriving. They remember Congo as a place of hurt and do not want to go 

back.  On-Screen Text Graphic: 3 months after the Owens left Congo, local officials 

suspended all new adoptions. Just Last November Ava and Zoey’s orphanage was 

destroyed in a fire. No children were injured. If CCI is not Hague-accredited by July, it 

will no longer be able to initiate international adoptions. On-screen text graphic for the 

09/05/15 rebroadcast: Three months after the Owens Left Congo, local officials 

suspended all adoptions. CCI, denied accreditation, is no longer allowed to initiate 

international adoptions. They’re permitted to finalize adoptions already in progress. 

Florida authorities say they do not plan to relicense CCI after June 2016. Interviewed: 

adoptive parents/CCI clients Ryan and Jeri Lynn Owen; adoptive parent/CCI client Betsy 

Emanuel; satisfied CCI client Sarah Grandstaff; Guatemalan mother Mildred Alvarado; 

investigative reporter/CBS News Consultant Erin Siegal; State Department Special 

Representative Susan Jacobs; adoption consultant Duni Zenaye; Congolese orphanage 

operator Elizabeth Fochive; Congolese attorney Jean-Baptiste Kombo; Sue Hedberg, 

operator of the agency Celebrate Children International. (C: Maureen Maher - P: Joshua 

Yager, Doug Longhini, Jonathan Leach, Ana Real) (OAD: 01/18/14) 

48 HOURS (continued) 

09/05/15 48 HOURS: “The Secret Life Of Paige Birgfeld” (10:00 – 11:00p) – An updated 

rebroadcast of the report on the June 28, 2007 disappearance of Paige Birgfeld, twice-

divorced mother of three and a resident of Grand Junction, Colorado and the 

subsequent double-life uncovered by investigators following her disappearance. 

Following her divorce, Paige became the primary caregiver to her children and was 

described as such a devoted mother that the Mesa County Sheriff’s Department was 

convinced she would never have left on her own accord.  As friends and family searched 

for her; her car was found abandoned and on fire in an empty lot.  Her first husband, 

Ron Beigler became the focus of the investigation, when it was learned that the two had 

been on a date the day of her disappearance, but Paige’s friends and family were far 

more suspicious of the children’s father, Rob Dixon, as she had a troubled history with 

him.  After a thorough inquiry, both men had solid alibis.  As the investigation 

continued, it was discovered that Paige was also known as Carrie, a high-priced escort. 

Investigators then began to believe Paige was murdered by one of her clients. Using her 

cell phone records, police began carefully looking at all of her clients and eventually 

honed in on one man, Lester Ralph Jones, an ex-con who had served time for kidnapping 

and assault.  Authorities searched his home, but will not discuss what evidence they 

uncovered.  Search dogs led investigators from Paige’s car to an RV shop where Jones 

worked as a mechanic.  Although authorities have zeroed in on Lester Ralph Jones, no 

charges have been filed and he denies any involvement. The lack of a body, coupled 



with Paige’s secret life, have made it that much harder to prove anything beyond a 

reasonable doubt.  Her friends and family continue their search. On-screen text graphic: 

Paige Birgfeld’s parents sought custody of her children, but the courts ruled they would 

remain with their father, Rob Dixon.  The investigation is continuing into the 

disappearance of Paige Birgfeld. 09/05/15 UPDATE: In 2007, five years after Paige went 

missing there was a break in the case: a hiker came across human remains which 

police eventually identified as Paige. Although the evidence is still circumstantial, 

Chief Deputy DA Dan Rubenstein, who is now heading the investigation, believes he 

has enough to make a case against Lester Ralph Jones. In 2014, Lester Ralph Jones was 

arrested and charged with her murder and kidnapping. Now, prosecutors must prove 

he killed her. On-screen text graphic for the 09/05/15 updated rebroadcast: Paige’s 

three children are living with their father on the east coast. Lester Ralph Jones’ trial is 

expected to begin in early 2016. (Original Correspondent: Harold Dow; Correspondent 

for the 09/05/15 Updated Rebroadcast: Erin Moriarty – Original Producers: Loen Kelley, 

Sara Ely Hulse, Ira Sutow; Producers for the 09/05/15 Updated Rebroadcast: Tom 

Seligson, Sara Ely Hulse, Lindsey Gutterman)  (OAD: 06/10/08 as 48 HOURS VANISHED: 

“The Secret Life Of Paige Birgfeld”; 1st Rebroadcast: 02/28/09 as a 48 HOURS MYSTERY, 

which included a brief updated text graphic at the conclusion. 2nd Rebroadcast: 

03/27/10 as 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Secret Life Of Paige Birgfeld”) 

09/12/15 48 HOURS: “Death on the Hudson” – a report on the case against Angelika Graswald, 

who has been charged with killing her fiancé Vincent Viafore, during a kayaking trip on 

the Hudson River in April 2015. New information and evidence may prove there was no 

murder. Ten days after Viafore’s death, Graswald was questioned by police for 

approximately 11 hours, then arrested for murder in the second degree. Investigators 

maintain Graswald killed Viafore for financial gain after their relationship soured. Her 

defense team argues his death was a boating accident. The case is examined through 

interviews with legal experts, friends of the couple and an examination of key evidence 

in the case. On-screen text graphic: Angelika has been in jail for more than four months. 

Her trial is expected in Spring 2016. Angelika’s family says they are giving their life 

savings to help pay for her defense. Interviewed: Amanda Hoysradt (Viafore’s former 

roommate); Sheri Parte (friend of Graswald’s); Monte Nesheiwat (Sheri Parte’s 

boyfriend); Michael Colin (Graswald’s former boyfriend); Buddy Behney (kayaker); Jeff 

Schaack (Cornwell Yacht Club Commodore); Michael Archer (defense expert); Jeff 

Chartier (defense attorney); Richard Portale (lead defense attorney); Jim Tranium 

(former detective/interrogation expert) (C: Peter Van Sant – P: Patti Aronofsky, Lourdes 

Aguiar, Elena DiFiore) 

 



48 HOURS (continued) 

09/19/15 48 HOURS: “Dangerous Games” - a report on the events that led to the 2012 death of 

Lizzi Marriott, a 19-year-old New Hampshire woman lured into the dark world of BDSM 

(bondage, discipline, and sadomasochism) and who twice refused to take part in 

bondage and S&M sex with her co-worker Kat McDonough and her boyfriend Seth 

Mazzaglia. Marriott accepted an invitation from McDonough to hang out with her and 

her boyfriend and watch a movie – and she never returned home. Mazzaglia used 

McDonough to bring other women into their relationship for his pleasure -- and that, for 

him, involved ropes and bondage gear, a fantasy brought into the mainstream by the 

book series and current motion picture, “Fifty Shades of Grey”. Police investigation led 

to Mazzaglia and McDonough. During interrogation, Mazzaglia said Marriott died 

accidentally during a BDSM encounter. McDonough told police Marriott was never 

there, but later, in a plea deal, changed her story. She said Mazzaglia killed Marriott 

when, after playing strip poker, she twice turned down his requests to initiate sex. After 

Marriott’s death, they disposed of her body in the ocean. At Mazzaglia’s 2014 trial, 

McDonough’s testimony was critical. Ultimately, Mazzaglia was found guilty of first 

degree murder and sentenced to life without parole. On-screen text graphic: Lizzi’s 

family has set up a scholarship in her memory, The Lizzi Marriott Intrepid Ocean 

Explorer Fund. Kat McDonough will be released from prison in July, 2016. Interviewed: 

Bob and Melissa Marriott (parents); Becki and Tony Hanna (Marriott’s aunt and uncle); 

Nate McNeal (Marriott’s friend); Catherine (no last name given, ex-girlfriend of 

Mazzaglia); Rod Doherty (former Foster Daily Democrat Executive Editor); Richard 

DiMario (McDonough friend); Andrew Cotrupi (McDonough attorney). (C: Troy Roberts - 

P: Sarah Prior, Sara Ely Hulse) (OAD: 02/14/15) 

09/26/15 48 HOURS: “Hannah Graham: Deadly Connections” (9:00-10:00p) - the first hour of an 

investigation, told in back-to-back episodes (“Hannah Graham: Stalked by Evil”, 10:00 - 

11:00p), into the 2014 death of University of Virginia college student Hannah Graham. 

Included is evidence that links the alleged killer to other cases in Virginia involving 

unsolved attacks against young women; and a report on the life of Jesse Matthew, the 

man who is allegedly the last person to see Graham alive. This hour concentrates on 

Graham’s disappearance, the national attention the case garnered, the social media 

aspects of the case and the subsequent connections between the disappearances and 

deaths of Morgan Harrington, Trina Murphy and an attempted rape of another young 

woman. Graham’s mysterious disappearance spread far beyond the Charlottesville, 

Virginia area in the days following her disappearance, reminding people of the death 

five years earlier of Morgan Harrington, a Virginia Tech student in 2009. Her case 

became one of the first to use social media as a crime-fighting tool. After her body was 

found, clothing was recovered which contained unknown DNA which was eventually 

linked to the 2005 assault of another woman in Fairfax, Virginia. Still there were no 

answers. In 2013, when 17-year-old Alexis Murphy disappeared, Morgan Harrington’s 



parents reached out to the family. Alexis Murphy’s body was never found, but DNA 

evidence linked Randy Taylor to the crime; he was found guilty and sentenced to life in 

prison. Now, the families have joined together to help the Graham family through their 

ordeal and the search for Hannah.  Ultimately, police think they have a suspect: Jesse 

Leroy Matthew, Jr.. (No on-screen text graphic.) Interviewed: Neal Augenstein (WTOP 

Radio reporter/48 HOURS consultant); Laura French (WTVR reporter/48 HOURS 

consultant); John Graham (father); Craig Maniglia (Graham’s coach); Leila Nasser 

(Graham’s friend); Lloyd Snook (attorney); Gil and Dan Harrington (Morgan Harrington’s 

parents); Lindsey Crisp (Harrington’s friend); Michael Boone (detective); Mark Castro 

(witness); Trina and Laura Murphy (mother and aunt of Alexis Murphy); William Haith 

(Jesse Matthew’s acquaintance); Jesse Matthew, Sr. (father of suspect); Lee Vandell 

(Matthew’s landlady). (Correspondent for Parts I & II: Susan Spencer – Producers for 

Parts I & II: Marcelena Spencer, Aimée deSimone, Josh Gelman, Ruth Chenetz. Please 

note that there were no on-screen producer credits during the opening of Part II.) 

48 HOURS (continued) 

09/26/15 48 HOURS: “Hannah Graham: Stalked by Evil” (10:00-11:00p) - the second hour of an 

investigation, told in back-to-back episodes (“Hannah Graham: Deadly Connections”, 

9:00-10:00p), detailing the 2014 death of University of Virginia college student Hannah 

Graham, and the evidence that linked the alleged killer to other cases in Virginia 

involving unsolved attacks against young women (Morgan Harrington, Alexis Murphy, 

and an unidentified rape victim).  This hour concentrates on Jesse Matthew, the man 

who was allegedly the last person to see Graham alive. Other crimes in Virginia, in which 

he became a suspect, are also detailed. Matthew fled from police and was located in 

Galveston, Texas. He does not cooperate. Thirty-five days after Graham’s 

disappearance, her body was found. The site is close to where Morgan Harrington’s 

body was found, near Matthew’s childhood home. The challenge now is to build a case 

against Jesse Matthew. Meanwhile, a detective believes Matthew could be the suspect 

in an unsolved rape case in Fairfax, Virginia. A DNA test is taken; it is a match and that 

DNA is also a match to unknown DNA from the Morgan Harrington case. Matthew is 

indicted and will stand trial for attempted capital murder and sexual assault in the rape 

case. Prosecutors are still building the Graham case. Questions are also raised to a 

connection in the Alexis Murphy case; no link has been found. In early 2015, the rape 

trial begins. The victim (identified only as R.G.) returns from Asia to testify. As the 

defense portion of the trial is about to begin, Matthew takes an Alford plea (a kind of 

guilty plea where the defendant admits guilt, but does not admit to committing the 

crime). Then, Matthew is handed an indictment for first degree murder in the Morgan 

Harrington case. The Graham trial is scheduled to begin next summer. No date has been 

set for the Harrington trial. On-screen text graphic: Jesse Matthew will be sentenced in 

the Fairfax rape case on October 2, 2015. Matthew’s trial for the murder of Hannah 

Graham is scheduled for July 5, 2016. If alive today, Hannah Graham and Alexis Murphy 



would be 19 years old. Morgan Harrington would be 26. Interviewed: Neal Augenstein 

(WTOP Radio reporter/48 HOURS consultant); Laura French (WTVR reporter/48 HOURS 

consultant); John Graham (father); Craig Maniglia (Graham’s coach); Leila Nasser 

(Graham’s friend);  Lloyd Snook (attorney); Gil and Dan Harrington (Morgan Harrington’s 

parents); Lindsey Crisp (Harrington’s friend); Michael Boone (detective); Mark Castro 

(witness); Trina Murphy (mother and aunt of Alexis Murphy); Roy Murrogh 

(Commonwealth attorney); Allen Qiu (Graham’s friend). (Correspondent for Parts I & II: 

Susan Spencer – Producers for Parts I & II: Marcelena Spencer, Aimée deSimone, Josh 

Gelman, Ruth Chenetz. Please note that there were no on-screen producer credits 

during the opening of Part II.) 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL COVERAGE: “POPE FRANCIS: VISIT TO AMERICA” 

 From September 22nd through September 25th, CBS News provided the CBS Television 

Network with a series of CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS offering live coverage of major 

events occurring within Pope Francis’ visit to America. This series of on-air broadcasts 

included: 

 

09/22/15 Pope Francis’ arrival in the United States at Joint Base Andrews in Maryland, where he 

was greeted by President Obama, Vice President Biden, and their families. 

Correspondents: Scott Pelly (anchor, NY); Allen Pizzey (aboard the Pope’s plane - audio 

only); Chip Reid (outside the Apostolic Nunciature, Washington, D.C.); Bill Plante (at the 

White House). Consultant: Monsignor Anthony Figueiredo, Spiritual Director, Pontifical 

North American College, Rome (in studio with Pelley) 

 

09/23/15 The Pope’s arrival at the White House, and the welcoming ceremony there, followed by 

President Obama’s remarks and the Pope’s remarks. Correspondents: Charlie Rose and 

Gayle King (co-anchors, NY); Norah O’Donnell (White House South Lawn); Jeff Pegues (at 

the Apostolic Nunciature, Washington, D.C.); Jan Crawford (on the Ellipse, just south of 

the White House); Major Garrett (at the White House). Consultants: Candida Moss, 

theology professor, University of Notre Dame; Msgr. Anthony Figueiredo, Pontifical 

North American College, Rome; Fr. Thomas Reese, S.J., National Catholic Reporter 

 

09/23/15 The progress of the Pope’s motorcade through the streets of Washington, D.C., on his 

way to a prayer service with U.S. bishops at Saint Matthew’s Cathedral. Correspondents: 

Charlie Rose and Gayle King (co-anchors, NY); Jan Crawford (on the Ellipse, just south of 

the White House).  Consultant: Msgr. Anthony Figueiredo, Pontifical North American 

College, Rome 



 

09/23/15 The progress of the Pope’s motorcade to the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 

Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C., where he celebrated his first mass in the 

United States. Correspondents: Scott Pelley (at Catholic University, Washington, D.C.); 

Chip Reid (on the motorcade route).  Consultant: Fr. Thomas M. Rosica, Congregation of 

St. Basil 

 

09/24/15 Pope Francis’ address to a joint meeting of Congress in the House Chamber, followed by 

his visit to Statuary Hall in the Capitol and his appearance on the Speaker’s balcony at 

the Capitol, with his spoken greetings to the crowds on the West Lawn. Correspondents: 

Charlie Rose and Gayle King (co-anchors, NY studio); Norah O’Donnell (co-anchor; on 

Capitol Hill); Vinita Nair (NY studio); Chip Reid (in front of the Capitol); Nancy Cordes (on 

Capitol Hill). Consultants: Monsignor Figueiredo, Pontifical North American College, 

Rome; Candida Moss, theology professor, University of Notre Dame 

 

09/25/15 Pope Francis’ visit to the World Trade Center Memorial Site in lower Manhattan. 

Correspondents: Scott Pelley (anchor, NY); Chip Reid (at the World Trade Center 

Memorial site); John Dickerson (in Washington, D.C studio). Consultant: Fr. Thomas M. 

Rosica, Congregation of St. Basil 
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