
 

 

WFXR’S QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 

2nd Quarter 2015 – APRIL, MAY, JUNE 

 
WFXR’s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant 

treatment of the following issues that were important to the community in the 2nd quarter of 2015: 

 

Community 

Economy 

Education 

Cultural 

Employment 

Legal Matters 

Health 

Law Enforcement 

Technology 

Transportation 

Environment 

Business 

 

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community 

issues:  

 

Local: 

Program Day Time 

Fox 21/27 Morning News  Monday-Friday 7:00-9:00 am 

Fox 21/27 Ten O’clock News Monday-Friday 10:00-11:00 pm 

Fox 21/27 Ten O’clock News Saturday & Sunday 10:00-10:30 pm 

               All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix 

of news, weather, sports, lifestyle programming focusing on current issues and events.   

 

National: 

Program Day Time 

Fox News Sunday Sunday 9:00-10:00 am 

 The above programming is nationally produced news programming presenting a mix of 

news and political discussion on current government issues and events. 

  

Community – topics covered under this issue include: parking rate increases, VT remembrance, 

museum renovation, boat safety, local movie premiere, child outreach, rescue mission 

 

Program Title: Blacksburg Children’s Museum Renovation Date:  4/3/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Several student organizations have offered designs and plans to renovate the 

children’s museum. The work is expected to be completed in the coming months. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Program Title:  ROCI Potential Parking Changes Date:  4/6/15 

Time:  10pm Duration of Segment:  1:45 

Detailed Description: Roanoke City proposes parking rate increases, after city leaders say the 

current rates have been in place for years.  Currently, the city manages 4100 spaces and says garage 

maintenance and operating costs have caught up with revenues. 

 

Program Title:  VT Day of Remembrance Date:  4/16/15 

Time:  10pm Duration of Segment:  2:25 

Detailed Description: Somber mood in Blacksburg, as it’s the 8 year anniversary of the VT 

shootings. Since then, the phrase “Live for 32” evolved. There was a remembrance today, and a 

3.2 mile run Saturday, in memory of the 32 lives lost. 

 

Program Title:  VDOT 6 Year Plan Date:  4/30/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment:  2:00 

Detailed Description: Brie Jackson’s report about community input into VDOT’s plan to improve 

Virginia’s roadways. 

 

Program Title:  Stamp Out Hunger Date:  5/8/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment:  3:00 

Detailed Description: Feeding America Southwest Virginia has teamed up with NALC for the 

largest one-day food drive in the nation. Last year, more than 520,000 pounds of food was collected 

in SWVA. 

 

Program Title:  SML Boating Safety Date:  5/20/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment:  3:00 

Detailed Description: Each year, on average, 700 people die in boating-related accidents 

nationwide that’s why safety is a big concern. According to the Department of Game and Inland 

Fisheries” Smith Mountain Lake has the most boating traffic of any lake in Virginia. 

 

Program Title:  Crossing Streets Date:  5/27/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment:  2:00 

Detailed Description: The movie “Crossing Streets” which was produced entirely in the city of 

Roanoke will be screened tonight at the Grandin Theatre. The movie follows a police detective 

and minister who work together to solve gang related crime. Proceeds from the film will be donated 

to Straight Street, a youth program in Roanoke. 

 

Program Title:  Soccer Shots Date:  6/10/15 

Time:  10pm Duration of Segment:  4:00 

Detailed Description: Soccer Shots is a new program in the southwest Virginia area.  It 

incorporates the game of soccer to build strong youth, well beyond the sport itself. The program 

builds character and youth development for children ages 2-8, and teaches principles and life skills 

that include confidence, respect, honesty and teamwork. 

 

Program Title:  Roanoke Rescue Mission Date:  6/10/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment:  2:00 

Detailed Description: The summer means more kids will go without the food they would have 

gotten in their school cafeteria. The Roanoke Rescue Mission is working with local groups to make 

sure kids do not go hungry. 



 

 

 

Economy – topics covered under this issue include: power plant closing, Blue Ridge marathon, 

local budgets, National Guard economic development 

 

Program Title: Power plant closure in Giles Co. Date:  4/7/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: AEP announced the closure of Glen Lyn power plant in Giles Co. Duke 

Carter’s report took a look at the economic impact the closure will have on the local tax revenue. 

 

Program Title: Marathon Preps Date:  4/17/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: The city of Roanoke and the surrounding area prepares for the Blue Ridge 

Marathon. The event draws nearly 2,000 runners to the area and has generated more than two 

million dollars in local revenue. 

 

Program Title: Roanoke City Food Tax Date:  4/21/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: City Council is considering the meals tax to bridge the 3-million dollar gap 

in the city’s budget. 

 

Program Title: Danville River District Date:  5/1/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Jade Hanson’s report about the improvements that have been made to the 

area and the economic growth they have seen in the area. 

 

Program Title: Vinton Town Council Date:  5/19/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Jade Hanson reports ahead of a public hearing over Vinton’s town budget. 

There was public outcry after town council announced its proposal. 

 

Program Title: Roanoke County Budget Date:  5/26/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: The Roanoke County Board of Supervisors is expected to vote on a new 

budget. The proposed budget for the upcoming year is more than 3-hundred 88-million dollars. 

With nearly 180-million dollars designated for government spending, not all supervisors support 

the proposal. 

 

Program Title: National Guard Economy Development Date:  6/12/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: The Southside Community is benefiting from the help of 120 soldiers in the 

National Guard with an economic development project.  Martinsville was selected for the program 

that offers both training for the soldiers, as well as, a benefit to the community. 

 

Education – topics covered under this issue include: school start times, community college 

improvements, Global Student Challenge, graduation and school closing, programs helping 

children in school, summer school, early learning center 

 

 



 

 

Program Title: Montgomery Co. School Start Times Date: 4/7/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Parents in Montgomery Co. have mixed reactions about the school 

superintendent’s recommendation to change school start times. Concerns such as getting to after-

school jobs on time, or childcare for younger kids early in the morning were voiced. The board is 

now looking at the recommendation. 

 

Program Title: Advanced Degrees Date: 4/15/15 

Time: 7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Jade Hanson’s report on the effort being made by community colleges in 

Virginia that are working toward offering advanced degrees. The initiative would place more 

skilled employees into the local workforce. 

 

Program Title: VTKW Follow Date: 4/17/15 

Time: 7am Duration of Segment: 3:00 

Detailed Description: Jim Flowers, the director of VT KnowledgeWorks in Blacksburg was in 

studio for a recap of the recent student competition. VTKW sponsors an event called the Global 

Student Challenge where teams of college students present their plans for a business idea or 

product. 

 

Program Title: SWVA Graduations Date: 5/15/15 

Time: 7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Jade Hanson’s report about area college graduations and the effect the 

closing of Sweet Briar College will have on students and alumnae. 

 

Program Title: Bedford County Responsive Classroom Date: 5/31/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: More students are on the path to success, instead of heading to the principal’s 

office. Teachers in Bedford credit a new program that helps kids academically and socially. 

 

Program Title: Grayson Co School Board Meeting Date: 6/8/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: The Grayson Co School Board meets to start planning next year’s budget 

after serious financial concerns this fiscal year. 

 

Program Title: Summer School Program Date: 6/15/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Some Roanoke City students will head back to class today for the start of 

RCPS Plus, The summer enrichment program helps keep students engaged during summer break. 

 

Program Title: Radford Early Learning Date: 6/17/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: A ground breaking ceremony in Radford celebrating the start of construction 

on the new Radford Early Learning Center. Organizers say the space is needed after a survey 

showed the majority of families living in Radford do not have access to quality child care. 

 

 



 

 

Cultural – topics covered under this issue include: Civil War anniversary, local colors, D-Day 

anniversary 

 

Program Title: Appomattox 150th Anniversary Date: 4/9/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 1:45 

Detailed Description: We cover the historical events commemorating the 150th anniversary of the 

end of the Civil War. Thousands of people travel to Appomattox to be a part of history. 

 

Program Title: Local Colors Date: 5/14/15 

Time: 7am Duration of Segment: 3:00 

Detailed Description: Beth Lutjen, executive director of Local Colors, was in studio to preview 

the 25th annual Local Colors festival. 

 

Program Title: D-Day 71st Anniversary Date: 6/6/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 2:10 

Detailed Description: Today marks the 71st anniversary of the day the US invaded the beaches of 

Normandy, France to fight Nazi Germany. Hundreds in our area made their way to the D-Day 

Memorial in Bedford to pay tribute. 

 

Employment – topics covered under this issue include: teacher salaries 

 

Program Title: Bedford Co. Teacher Salaries Date:  4/13/15 

Time:  10pm Duration of Segment:  1:45 

Detailed Description: In certain cases, Bedford County teachers are consistently being paid less 

than surrounding districts. It’s an issue people brought to the attention of the board of supervisors. 

 

Legal Matters – topics covered under this issue include: Sweet Briar hearing 

 

Program Title: Sweet Briar Hearing Date: 4/14/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: The fight to keep Sweet Briar College open makes its way to the courtroom. 

Today, a Bedford Co. judge ruled the county attorney has legal standing to fight in court against 

the closure of the college. 

 

Program Title: VA Gay Marriage Date: 4/28/15 

Time: 7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Supreme Court will hear arguments on gay marriage. Jade Hanson reports 

on how it will affect the Commonwealth. 

 

Health – topics covered under this issue include: water testing, childhood obesity, drug use during 

pregnancy 

 

Program Title: Danville Water Inclusive Test Date: 4/15/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 1:35 

Detailed Description: Frustrations over odd tasting and smelling water in Danville grow. This 

comes after studies came back inconclusive from the Dept. of Health. City leaders say algae is to 

blame, but experts say they are unable to identify the source. 

 



 

 

Program Title: Babies Born on Drugs Date: 5/6/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Roughly 10% of babies born in the US have been exposed to Narcotics in 

the womb according to Radford University nursing officials. There have been 27 referrals for 

“Neo-Natal Abstinence Syndrome” in the New River Valley. We look into the local issue after 

learning the infant sister of Noah – who was found dead in a septic tank – suffered from the 

condition. 

 

Program Title: Childhood Obesity Date: 6/4/15 

Time: 7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: A new report shows specific neighborhoods in Roanoke have higher 

numbers of childhood obesity than others.  A new initiative is hoping to stop that trend. 

 

Law Enforcement – topics covered under this issue include: Noah Thomas passing, policing, 

illegal dumping 

 

Program Title: Noah Thomas parents arrested Date: 4/3/15 

Time: 7am Duration of Segment: 3:00 

Detailed Description: Paul Thomas and Ashley White were arrested for child neglect and 

endangerment. The parents of Noah Thomas were charged the day after their five-year-old son 

was buried. 

 

Program Title: Martinsville Policing Date: 4/28/15 

Time: 7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: City of Martinsville police has seen a decrease in reported crime. A change 

in community outreach and bikes for cops may be playing a role. 

 

Program Title: Local Police Perspective Date: 5/1/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 1:45 

Detailed Description: Area police chiefs talk of their efforts in “community policing” in their own 

departments, in light of the uprising in Baltimore. 

 

Program Title: Franklin Counting Dumping Date: 6/9/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: The Solid Waste Authority of Franklin County is working with the 

community to curb the practice of illegal dumping at dumpster sites. 

 

Technology – topics covered under this issue include: update on voting machines, new eye 

technology 

 

Program Title: Voting Machine Issues Date: 4/3/15 

Time: 7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Several localities are faced with having to replace their touch screen voting 

machines. The security of the software has come into question. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Program Title: SWVA New Eye Tech Date: 4/24/15 

Time: 7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Eye care technology used on astronauts is now in use in Salem, VA. The 

procedure that use to take hours now takes minutes. 

 

Transportation – topics covered under this issue include: airport improvements, bike month, 611 

locomotive, new transit center, road survey 

 

Program Title: Airport Improvements Date: 4/14/15 

Time: 7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Roanoke Regional Airport is in the process of several major changes. The 

improvement measures are designed to help the airport compete with other regional facilities. 

 

Program Title: Bike Month Date: 5/4/15 

Time: 7am Duration of Segment: 3:00 

Detailed Description: May is Bike Month. Ride Solutions sponsors a number of events in May to 

promote alternative forms of transportation in an effort to keep car travel to a minimum. 

 

Program Title: 611 Transportation History Date: 5/30/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 30:00 

Detailed Description: The steam locomotive was built in Roanoke in 1950, and made her 

triumphant return to Roanoke this week. We take a look at the history of the 611 and the 

generations of people who worked on her as employees of N&W. 

 

Program Title: Roanoke City Downtown Transit Meeting Date: 6/15/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: At a meeting today, the council got a closer look at plans to build a transit 

facility in downtown Roanoke. We can expect construction on this transit center in about 3 or 4 

years, but with Amtrak expected by 2017, they want to get the ball rolling now. Research shows 

bringing a transit center in downtown Roanoke could bring in millions of dollars. 

 

Program Title: Roanoke Road Survey Date: 6/18/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Traffic congestion is an issue on some roadways in the Roanoke Valley. 

Today the Roanoke Valley Alleghany Regional Commission which advocates for local road 

improvements is hoping to get feedback on where people are seeing problems. 

 

Environment – topics covered under this issue include: wind energy 

 

Program Title: Wind Energy in Botetourt Date:  4/21/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Jade Hanson’s live report previewing a public hearing for Botetourt 

residents. County wants public’s opinion on wind energy and turbines. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Business – topics covered under this issue include: business expansion, business growth, business 

leaving 

 

 

Program Title: Roanoke Valley Business Expansion Date:  4/24/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: App Tech started in 2006 and is adding new jobs to the region. Local leaders 

are encouraged about what this means for local economy. 

 

Program Title: 2015 Business Summit Date:  5/12/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: According to a Regional Economist, the Roanoke area is experiencing 

slower business growth than other parts of the state. That trend is one of many being presented to 

local business owners tomorrow at the 2015 Business Summit. The event is meant to equip local 

businesses with the knowledge they need to help expand. 

 

Program Title: Blue Ridge Beerway Date:  6/1/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Jade Hanson live report on new tourism initiative to highlight the area’s craft 

brewing industry. 

 

Program Title: HSN Leaving Date:  6/17/15 

Time: 10pm Duration of Segment: 1:45 

Detailed Description: The Roanoke Valley has seen a shake-up in the past year over businesses 

restructuring and cutting jobs. HSN announced, this week, plans to transition its fulfillment 

operations from their Roanoke County facility to Piney Flats, Tennessee. 

 

Children/Youth – topics covered under this issue include: fostering 

 

Program Title: Pulaski Foster Success Date:  5/12/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: More children are being adopted in the New River Valley thanks to a new 

foster care program at Pulaski County’s Department of Social Services. Since 2009, 56 children 

have been adopted with almost every year seeing more success than the one before. Bethany 

Teague talked to a family about how the program helped them create a tight-knit family with their 

two daughters. 

 

Elderly – topics covered under this issue include: population increase 

 

Program Title: Care for Seniors Date:  5/13/15 

Time:  7am Duration of Segment: 3:00 

Detailed Description: The senior population is growing rapidly in our community. The Virginia 

Employment Commission estimates that by 2020, more than 78,000 seniors will be living in the 

Roanoke Valley. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Crime – topics covered under this issue include: Charleston Shooting/Local NAACP reaction 

 

Program Title: Charleston Shooting/Local reaction Date:  6/19/15 

Time:  10pm Duration of Segment: 2:30 

Detailed Description: We tie in the latest on the arrest of the church shooting suspect in Charleston, 

SC, with reaction from the NAACP president in Roanoke, VA. 

 

Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WFXR broadcast public 

service announcements related to the following issues: 

 

Healthcare – Grants available to help families in need, resources to help with quality of life for 

caregiver and parent 

 

Scientific Research – Research for leukemia and lymphoma 

 

Health – Nutrition information, childhood hunger, information about high blood pressure, support 

systems for mental health patients 

 

Environment – Recycling, contributing to aquatic natural resources 

 

Public Safety – Pool safety, prevention laws while driving 

 

 

These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day. 


