
QUARTERLY ISSUES – APRIL-JUNE 2019 

KAPA Hawaiian FM (KAPA-FM / KAGB-FM) 

- One-minute newscasts, featuring local, statewide, and/or national stories, air at the following 

times every weekday: 6:20 a.m., 6:50 a.m., 7:20 a.m., 7:50 a.m., 8:20 a.m., 11:20 a.m., 11:50 

a.m., 3:50 p.m., and 4:50 p.m. 

- Additionally, a surf report is aired within one of the morning local newscasts everyday 

- Kokua Calendar: A :60 second station spot which rotates with different Public Service 

Announcements. Two PSA’s air in each spot, with 25 seconds given to each announcement. The 

segment runs multiple times from Midnight-Midnight, seven days a week. 

- Run informational messages from the Hawaii County Civil Defense agency covering local hazards 

when applicable, such as High Wind Warnings, Flash Flood Watches and Warnings, Road 

Closures, and High Surf. 

- INTERVIEW: Ilima Bright Kela was interviewed on KAPA’s “Bolohead and Babes” morning show 

on April 5th, discussing Youth Challenge Academy’s opening for community registration. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on April 10th regarding a Flash Flood Watch and a Flood Advisory 

for Hawaii County 

- Aired three Civil Defense messages on April 11th regarding a Flash Flood Watch and a Flood 

Advisory for Hawaii County 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on April 11th regarding a Propane Tank leak in Shipman 

Industrial Park In Keaau. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on April 13th following an earthquake centered in Hawaii Island. 

No change in activity was reported around the island’s volcanoes. 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on April 29th regarding several water outages around the 

island. The first one focused on the outage in Kohala, while the second one addressed the 

outages in Kohala and Papaikou. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on April 29th regarding a flood advisory covering a portion of the 

Big Island 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 3rd regarding a High Wind Warning for the Big Island 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 4th regarding a High Wind Warning for the Big Island 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 6th announcing that there was no tsunami threat to the 

state following an earthquake. 

- KAPA Hawaiian FM was a sponsor of Pacific Media Group’s “Salute to the Graduates,” held May 

11th at the Westin Hapuna Beach Resort. Lacy Deniz, traffic reporter from Hawaii News Now, 

was the guest speaker. During the Month of May, KAPA Hawaiian FM aired :60 vignettes from 

Midnight to Midnight recognizing outstanding graduating seniors from various Big Island 

schools, recognized in various categories, including information technology, athletics, and 

performing arts. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 14th announcing that there was no tsunami threat to the 

state following a 7.7 magnitude earthquake near Papua New Guinea. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 16th reporting a road closure because of a traffic accident 

on Highway 19. 

- INTERVIEW: AARP’s Jackie Boland was interviews on KAPA’s “Bolohead and Babes” morning 

show on May 18th to discuss Cyber Fraud. 



- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 19th announcing that there was no tsunami threat to the 

state following an earthquake near the Loyalty Islands. 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on May 29th regarding the closure of the Highway 130 because 

of a traffic accident 

- JUNE 1st – Current: Airing a “Hurricane Prep” message to run throughout the day and 

throughout hurricane season. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 15th alerting the community to a traffic accident on 

Government Beach Road in Puna. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 15th announcing that there was no tsunami threat to the 

island following a 7.4 magnitude earthquake near the Kermadec Islands. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 17th to update the public on a fire along Highway 19 near 

the Maulua Gulch 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on June 18th to announce there was no tsunami threat to the 

island following an earthquake near Japan and another near New Zealand. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 23rd to announce that there was no tsunami threat to the 

island following an 7.5 magnitude earthquake near Indonesia. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 25th to announce that there was no tsunami threat to the 

state following a 6.6 magnitude earthquake near Russia. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 28th to announce that there was no tsunami threat to the 

state following a 6.6 magnitude earthquake near the Mariana Islands. 

 

The Beat (KPVS-FM / KLUA-FM) 

- A one-minute newscast, featuring local, statewide, and/or national stories, airs weekdays at 

8:40 a.m. 

- A one-minute surf report airs every weekday morning at 6:45 a.m. 

- Kokua Calendar: A :60 second station spot which rotates with different Public Service 

Announcements. Two PSA’s air in each spot, with 25 seconds given to each announcement. The 

segment runs multiple times from Midnight-Midnight, seven days a week. 

- Run informational messages from the Hawaii County Civil Defense agency covering local hazards 

when applicable, such as High Wind Warnings, Flash Flood Watches and Warnings, Road 

Closures, and High Surf. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on April 10th regarding a Flash Flood Watch and a Flood Advisory 

for Hawaii County 

- Aired three Civil Defense messages on April 11th regarding a Flash Flood Watch and a Flood 

Advisory for Hawaii County 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on April 11th regarding a Propane Tank leak in Shipman 

Industrial Park In Keaau. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on April 13th following an earthquake centered in Hawaii Island. 

No change in activity was reported around the island’s volcanoes. 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on April 29th regarding several water outages around the 

island. The first one focused on the outage in Kohala, while the second one addressed the 

outages in Kohala and Papaikou. 



- Aired a Civil Defense message on April 29th regarding a flood advisory covering a portion of the 

Big Island 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 3rd regarding a High Wind Warning for the Big Island 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 4th regarding a High Wind Warning for the Big Island 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 6th announcing that there was no tsunami threat to the 

state following an earthquake. 

- The Beat was a sponsor of Pacific Media Group’s “Salute to the Graduates,” held May 11th at the 

Westin Hapuna Beach Resort. Lacy Deniz, traffic reporter from Hawaii News Now, was the guest 

speaker. During the Month of May, The Beat aired :60 vignettes from Midnight to Midnight 

recognizing outstanding graduating seniors from various Big Island schools, recognized in 

various categories, including information technology, athletics, and performing arts. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 14th announcing that there was no tsunami threat to the 

state following a 7.7 magnitude earthquake near Papua New Guinea. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 16th reporting a road closure because of a traffic accident 

on Highway 19. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 19th announcing that there was no tsunami threat to the 

state following an earthquake near the Loyalty Islands. 

- The Beat was a sponsor of the Celebration of Life, which was held at Reed’s Bay on May 25th. 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on May 29th regarding the closure of the Highway 130 because 

of a traffic accident 

- The Beat was a sponsor of the Made in Hawaii Film Festival. The event ran from June 1st and 2nd 

and 14th at Palace Theater in Hilo 

- JUNE 1st – Current: Airing a “Hurricane Prep” message to run throughout the day and 

throughout hurricane season. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 15th alerting the community to a traffic accident on 

Government Beach Road in Puna. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 15th announcing that there was no tsunami threat to the 

island following a 7.4 magnitude earthquake near the Kermadec Islands. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 17th to update the public on a fire along Highway 19 near 

the Maulua Gulch 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on June 18th to announce there was no tsunami threat to the 

island following an earthquake near Japan and another near New Zealand. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 23rd to announce that there was no tsunami threat to the 

island following an 7.5 magnitude earthquake near Indonesia. 

- INTERVIEW: Amy Bender of Blood Bank of Hawaii was interviewed on June 24th. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 25th to announce that there was no tsunami threat to the 

state following a 6.6 magnitude earthquake near Russia. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 28th to announce that there was no tsunami threat to the 

state following a 6.6 magnitude earthquake near the Mariana Islands. 

 

 

 



KBIG FM (KKBG-FM / KLEO-FM) 

- One-minute newscasts, featuring local, statewide, and/or national stories, air at the following 

times every weekday: 5:50 a.m., 6:50 a.m., 7:50 a.m., 8:50 a.m., 4:50 p.m., and 5:50 p.m. 

- One-minute newscasts also air on Saturdays at 6:50 a.m., 7:50 a.m., and 8:50 a.m. 

- Kokua Calendar: A :60 second station spot which rotates with different Public Service 

Announcements. Two PSA’s air in each spot, with 25 seconds given to each announcement. The 

segment runs multiple times from Midnight-Midnight, seven days a week. 

- Run informational messages from the Hawaii County Civil Defense agency covering local hazards 

when applicable, such as High Wind Warnings, Flash Flood Watches and Warnings, Road 

Closures, and High Surf. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on April 10th regarding a Flash Flood Watch and a Flood Advisory 

for Hawaii County 

- Aired three Civil Defense messages on April 11th regarding a Flash Flood Watch and a Flood 

Advisory for Hawaii County 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on April 11th regarding a Propane Tank leak in Shipman 

Industrial Park In Keaau. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on April 13th following an earthquake centered in Hawaii Island. 

No change in activity was reported around the island’s volcanoes. 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on April 29th regarding several water outages around the 

island. The first one focused on the outage in Kohala, while the second one addressed the 

outages in Kohala and Papaikou. 

- KBIG FM was a sponsor of Pacific Media Group’s “Salute to the Graduates,” held May 11th at the 

Westin Hapuna Beach Resort. Lacy Deniz, traffic reporter from Hawaii News Now, was the guest 

speaker. During the Month of May, KBIG FM aired :60 vignettes from Midnight to Midnight 

recognizing outstanding graduating seniors from various Big Island schools, recognized in 

various categories, including information technology, athletics, and performing arts. 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on May 29th regarding the closure of the Highway 130 because 

of a traffic accident 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 3rd regarding a High Wind Warning for the Big Island 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 4th regarding a High Wind Warning for the Big Island 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 6th announcing that there was no tsunami threat to the 

state following an earthquake. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 14th announcing that there was no tsunami threat to the 

state following a 7.7 magnitude earthquake near Papua New Guinea. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 16th reporting a road closure because of a traffic accident 

on Highway 19. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on May 19th announcing that there was no tsunami threat to the 

state following an earthquake near the Loyalty Islands. 

- KBIG FM was a sponsor of the Celebration of Life, which was held at Reed’s Bay on May 25th 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on May 29th regarding the closure of the Highway 130 because 

of a traffic accident 

- The Beat was a sponsor of the Made in Hawaii Film Festival. The event ran from June 1st and 2nd 

and 14th at Palace Theater in Hilo 



- JUNE 1st – Current: Airing a “Hurricane Prep” message to run throughout the day and 

throughout hurricane season. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 15th alerting the community to a traffic accident on 

Government Beach Road in Puna. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 15th announcing that there was no tsunami threat to the 

island following a 7.4 magnitude earthquake near the Kermadec Islands. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 17th to update the public on a fire along Highway 19 near 

the Maulua Gulch 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on June 18th to announce there was no tsunami threat to the 

island following an earthquake near Japan and another near New Zealand. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 23rd to announce that there was no tsunami threat to the 

island following an 7.5 magnitude earthquake near Indonesia. 

- INTERVIEW: Amy Bender of Blood Bank of Hawaii was interviewed on June 24th. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 25th to announce that there was no tsunami threat to the 

state following a 6.6 magnitude earthquake near Russia. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on June 28th to announce that there was no tsunami threat to the 

state following a 6.6 magnitude earthquake near the Mariana Islands. 

 

Scheduled Public Service Announcements: 

The following public service announcements were scheduled to run in commercial inventory: 

- Hawaii Police Department’s Online Public Survey – Ran from April 8th through April 14th 

o 28 30-second commercials ran on each station 

- Hawaii Ballroom Dance – March 21st to April 2nd 

o 52 30-second commercials ran on each station 

- Second Annual Cacao & Chocolate Festival – April 1st to April 12th 

o 48 30-second commercials ran on each station 

- Party in the Park Health Festival – April 22nd to June 4th 

o 52 30-second commercials ran on each station 

- Panaewa Zoo Plant Sale – April 23rd to May 4th 

o 48 30-second commercials ran on each station 

- Celebration of Life Lantern Floating – May 6th to May 24th 

o 126 30-second commercials ran on each station 

- Tiger Fun Day at Panaewa Zoo – June 17th to June 28th 

o 52 30-second commercials ran on each station 

- Dogs in Hot Cars – June 13th to June 30th 

o 84 30-second commercials were schedule for KBIG FM and KAPA Hawaiian FM each 

- A Dream Come True Ice Cream Party – June 17th to July 13th 

o 105 30-second commercials were scheduled for each station 

 

 



Kokua Calendar – Public Service Announcements: 

The following submitted public service announcements were used in our Kokua Calendar segments: 

April 

- National Park Week events at Kaloko-Honokōhau National Historical Park: 

- Various activities at the Big Island Chocolate Festival 

- Hilo Community Players present “The Last Princess” at the East Hawaii Cultural Center 

- 26 th Annual Mayor’s Breakfast Fellowship at Imiloa Astronomy Center’s Sky Garden Restaurant 

- National Hemophilia Foundation’s 3rd Annual Golf Classic at Hokulia 

- Malamalama Waldorf School’s Annual Spring Fair Ho‘olaule‘a 

- The commemoration of the 200th Anniversary of King Kamehameha the Great’s passing at 

Ahu`ena on Kamakahonu Bay 

 

May 

- Pacific Century Fellows Program 

- Adaptive Aquatics Learn-to-Swim Program at Pahoa Pool 

- Boys to Men Putting Golf Tournament 

- Hawaiian Cultural Festival and 58th Anniversary Celebration at Puuhonua o Honaunau National 

Historical Park 

- HI-PAL Boxing Invitational at Panaewa Park 

- Big Brothers Big Sisters of Hawaii’s Back to the 80’s Bowl for Kids Sake 

- American Job Center of Hawaii’s Kona Job Fair 

- Kealakekua Library’s Preschool Storytime 

- Konawaena High School Mural Restoration Fundraiser 

- Hilo Rain Maker’s 4-H Club 

- Hawaii County Civil Defense’s Disaster Preparation Fair in Kailua-Kona 

- Hawaii Island Portuguese Chamber of Commerce’s Malasada Shuffle 

- Kua O Ka La Public Charter School Open House 

- Korean War Memorial Dedication Ceremony 

- Big Island Veg Fest 

- National Federation of the Blind West Hawaii Chapter’s Low Vision Resource Fair 

- Honomu Henjoji Mission Bon Dance 

 

June 

- 8th Annual Geneaology Conference at the Hilo LDS Stake Center 

- Hilo Bonsai and Ikebana Exhibit 

- Richardson Roughwater Swim 

- Astrobash at the Thelma Parker Library in Waimea 

- CSE Senior Identification Card schedules for the month of June 

- Hawaii Volcanoes National Park’s July Artist in Residence, Alice Leese 



- Kailua-Kona Public Library’s Community Seed Library: Protecting Hawaii’s Native Species 

- Lyman Museum Summer Saigo Schedule 

 

Sampling of news stories aired of local interest: 

The following stories of local interest were used during newscasts: 

April 

- Holliday Fenoglio Fowler announces that it has closed the sale of the Courtyard by Marriott King 

Kamehameha Kona Beach Hotel, which was sold by Pacifica Hotels. HFF did not disclose who the 

buyer was. 

- The Department of Transportation announced on April 1st that it had completed emergency 

road repairs caused by Hurricane Lane and the Kilauea eruption. Repairs were completed along 

Highway 11 between the 28 and 32 mile markers, as well as on the Daniel K. Inouye Highway 

between mile markers 8 and 11, Highway 11 between Kurtistown and Mountain View, and 

portions of Hawaii Belt Road. 

- The Hawaii Police Department announced that it had charged 41-year-old Corey Napoleon of 

Hilo with attempted second-degree murder and other charges after a shooting on Upper Kaiwiki 

Road. 

- HPD announced on April 1st that it had apprehended Walter Gomes, the suspect in a shooting on 

Maiau Street in Kailua-Kona on March 21st. The 41-year-old was taken into custody in Captain 

Cook on March 31st. He faced 19 different charges, with bail set at $313,250. 

- The Food Basket – Hawaii Island’s Food Bank, launched “DA BUX” Double Up Food Bucks on 

April 3rd at KTA Super Stores locations islandwide, as well as Keauhou’s KTA Express. The 

program doubles low-income SNAP cardholders’ purchasing power for fruits and vegetables 

while supporting Hawai`i Island farmers. 

- A study by personal finance website WalletHub found that Hawaii has the second highest tax 

burden in the nation at 11.71%. 

- 30-year-old Lylle Martinez Salcedo of Mililani was arrested for his involvement in a cockfight in 

Honokaa. The Hawaii Police Department says that $8,000 in cash was recovered. 

- Hawaii Forest and Trail donated $25,000 to the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s biology 

department  to support research and technologies to reduce mosquito populations and 

suppress the spread of avian diseases 

- 67-year-old Elisa Eubank of Waikoloa was killed in a single-vehicle accident on March 31st in 

Waimea. The Hawaii Police Department says that speed and inattention were likely factors in 

the crash. 

- The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’s help in finding 36-year-old David 

James Nall of Hilo, who had not been seen since March. HPD said he may be with Leesa 

Uyeshiro. 

- A male pedestrian was struck and killed along Highway 11 above Makalika Street on April 3rd. 

The vehicle and driver that struck the pedestrian fled the scene. Speed and/or inattention were 

considered to be possible factors. 



- The Hawaii Police Department asked for any information from the community on April 3rd 

regarding a shooting in North Kohala, which took place on March 27th. The victim was identified 

on April 8th as 35-year-old Anthony Harper of Pahoa. 

An unconscious body was found near a utility pole on Kilauea Avenue in Hilo on April 3rd. Foul 

play was not discovered in the initial investigation. 

- The Hawaii Tourism Authority’s Board of Directors released $2.5 million in funding to help 

branding initiatives for the Big Island following the Kilauea eruption. The branding effort was 

targeted towards the Mainland and Japan. 

- 56-year-old Randolph Lee Yates of Kurtistown was arrested on April 4th after being taken to the 

Hilo Medical Center on a medical illness. A security screening found that Yates was carrying two 

loaded handguns, with the serial numbers scratched off of one of them. 

- 42-year-old Paula Vea Kuamoo was arrested after a suspicious vehicle was reported near Pamala 

Place in Hilo. Kuamoo was found in that vehicle, which was stolen, and was arrested on several 

property crime offenses. 

- The Department of Transportation announced that it would begin its improvement project on 

the Hilo International Airport parking lot on April 8th. DOT said it was installing vehicle shelters 

over the parking lot entrance and exit lanes to provide shelter for motorists as they enter and 

exit the parking lot.  

- 21 people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between March 25th 

and April 3rd, according to the Hawaii Police Department’s weekly DUI statistics. One of them 

was under the legal drinking age. 

- The Hawaii Lodging and Tourism Association donated $61,000 to a number of non-profit 

organizations that serve the homeless population on the island. Those organizations are Catholic 

Charities Hawaii; Habitat for Humanity; Hawai‘i County Economic Opportunity Council; The Food 

Basket – Hawaii Island’s Food Bank; Hawai‘i Island Home for Recovery; Hope Services Hawaii, 

and The Salvation Army. 

- The National Park Service announced that it was investigating a theft at a Volcano gas station 

back on October 16, 2017. The theft involved the use of several government-issued Fleet Cards. 

- Hawaii Electric Light announced that it would be replacing two transmission poles along Hawaii 

Belt Road in Paauilo on April 12th between mile markers 35 and 36. The work necessitated a 

partial-lane closure of the area. 

- Damien Kaimana Barcarse was nominated by Governor David Ige to sit on the Board of 

Education in the designated Hawaii Island seat, replacing Patricia Bergin. Barcarse was recently 

the West Hawaii regional director at Kamehameha Schools. 

- The Hawaii Police Department thanked the community for its help in arresting 32-year-old Justin 

James Clark on April 5th. Clark was wanted on an outstanding grand jury warrant and three 

outstanding bench warrants. 

- The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’s help in finding Charles Kanoe Reyes of 

Kapaau. He was last seen picking Opihi on April 6th near Union Mill Road. 

- Governor David Ige announced a new initiative designed to make green energy installments 

such as solar water heaters and photovoltaic panels, more accessible and affordable for 

homeowners, renters, small businesses and non-profit organizations. It is called the Green 

Energy Money $aver on-bill program 



- A study done by personal finance website WalletHub found that Hawaii was the 7th-least 

dependent state in the nation on the gun industry. Notably, Hawaii was the least dependent on 

NICS Background Checks per capita and Total Firearms-Industry Output per Capita 

- 28-year-old Scott Conol-Pavao was arrested after allegedly breaking into a church on April 7th. 

While being arrested, authorities found drugs and paraphernalia in his backpack. 

- 15 people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between April 4th 

and 7th, according to the Hawaii Police Department’s weekly DUI statistics. 

- The Hawaii Police Department warned the public on April 10th about a Law Enforcement Scam. 

HPD says that the scammer tries to solicit funds for the department, which HPD does not do. 

- The National Park Service announced that it would be closing the Steam Vents parking lot on 

April 15th temporarily to treat Little Fire Ants. 

- Hawaii County was placed under a Flash Flood Watch from Wednesday, April 10th through 

Friday, April 12th. 

- The Department of Agriculture announced that the number of farms across the state increased 

by 5 percent since the last recorded census in 2012, but the total market value dropped from 

$661 million to about $564 million during the same period 

- Ulupono Initiative released a report, titled “The Extra Mile: Why Electric Vehicles Make Sense 

for Hawai‘i’s Economy, Environment and Communities.” It says that “there are simply not 

enough public charging stations throughout the state to support the ever-growing number of 

EVs being purchased by residents.” 

- The Pu‘u Pua‘i Overlook, parking lot and Devastation Trail reopened on April 11th after a four-

month temporary closure to protect breeding and nesting nēnē in the area.  

- Researchers from the University of Hawaii at Manoa used ocean sensors to gain a better 

understanding of the Hualālai aquifer and gain a better understanding of how freshwater 

releases into the ocean from below the seafloor 

- A landslide affected traffic on April 14th near the Laupahoehoe Gulch along Highway 19. 

Department of Transportation road crews worked to clear the road and allow traffic to pass. 

- The County’s Department of Environmental Management announced that it was scheduling a 

Sewer “Smoke Test” between April 22-26 on Old Mamalahoa Highway in the Moirton Area. 

- On April 15th – The Hawaii Police Department announced that it was looking for 28-year-old 

Robert Navor Jr. of Pepeekeo. He was wanted on several warrants and police investigations 

involving a stolen vehicle and resisting an order to stop a motor vehicle. 

- 16 people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between April 8th 

and April 14th, according to the Hawaii Police Department’s DUI statistics. At that point in time, 

five fatal crashes led to five deaths in 2019. 

- Governor David Ige signed a Hawaii County disaster recovery bill on April 16th, allocating funding 

to disaster relief, recovery, mitigation, and remediation activities in the wake of 

the Kīlauea volcanic eruption. $20 million in general funds will be appropriated for fiscal year 

2018-2019, as a subsidy to Hawai‘i County to be used for disaster relief activities. An additional 

$40 million in general funds will be appropriated for fiscal year 2018-2019 as a loan to the 

county 

- A report from the Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice on April 16th says that 

if the minimum wage in Hawai‘i were to rise to $17 by 2024, the increase would give over 

200,000 Hawai‘i workers and their families a raise. 



- Panaewa Zoo was named the best zoo in the state, according to The Reader’s Digest. 

- On April 17th, a fire was reported in the loading dock of the Kailua-Kona Target store. Damages 

sustained were to the shipping container and to the building wall that the container was parked 

next to. 

- 28-year-old Septi Tuaefe of Kalapana was arrested on April 15th for a number of drug and 

vehicle-related offenses following the investigation into the theft of a vehicle. It led to the arrest 

in the Kalapana Black Sands Beach subdivision.  

- The state’s unemployment rate was at 2.8% in March, according to the Department of Labor 

and Industrial Relations. There were 1,400 more jobs reported over the year. The non-

seasonally adjusted unemployment rate on Hawaii County was 3.7 percent. 

- The State Department of Health launched a new website dedicated to public safety. DOH’s 

Emergency Medical Services and Injury Prevention System Branch launched HiOceanSafety.com 

to decrease risk factors and increase “protective factors” for ocean goers, including being at a 

lifeguard beach. 

- Leaders from across the state gathered on April 18th to promote “Global Goals, Local Action 

Day,” where they signed a Declaration of Commitment to Sustainability for Hawaiʻi and 

celebrated the five-year anniversary of the Aloha+ Challenge 

- The Hilo Transfer station was shut down on April 18th after an unexploded ordnance was found. 

It re-opened 40 minutes later. 

- 38-year-old Rina-Lee Yaeko Shimizu of Pahoa was charged after allegedly ramming a police 

vehicle in Kalapana on April 17th. Her bail was set at $263,000. 

- The Hawaii Police Department investigated a shooting in South Kona on April 21st on Rock 

Bottom Road. A 42-year-old man suffered non-life threatening injuries. 

- The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’ help in finding 40-year-old Joseph 

Johansen, who was last seen at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Hilo. 

- 21 people were arrested on Big Island roads for driving under the influence between April 15th 

and April 21st, according to the Hawaii Police Department’s DUI statistics. At that time, six fatal 

crashes led to six deaths. 

- South Kona water customers were placed on a “Water Restriction Notice” by the Department of 

Water Supply after unexpected repairs were done on the Ke`ei A Tank. The restriction was 

removed later in the day. 

- Travelers to the Big Island for the annual Merrie Monarch Festival were reminded by the 

Department of Agriculture to not move plants affected by Rapid Ohia Death, unless a permit is 

issued.  

- Governor David Ige signed a bill into law on April 24th establishing reporting requirements for 

gun owners.  

- A third case of Rat Lungworm Disease on the Big Island was confirmed by the Department of 

Health on April 25th. The case involved an East Hawaii resident who may have been affected 

back in February. 

- The Hawaii County Police Department asked for the community’s help in finding the individuals 

responsible for stealing farm equipment and a farm vehicle in Kohala on April 11th 

- A traffic crash closed both directions of Highway 19 near the 11 mile marker early in the 

morning on April 26th. The road opened several hours later to traffic. 



- The County warned community members about a telephone scam, in which perpetrators used 

fake identification numbers and acting like County workers. The spoofing scam tries to get 

unsuspecting victims to give up personal information. 

- The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’s help in finding the person responsible 

in stealing a Ford pickup truck from a Honokaa business on April 20th. Miscellaneous tools were 

stolen as well. 

- The Chamber of Commerce Hawaii thanked the State Legislature for deferring action on a 

proposed increase to the state’s Minimum Wage. In a statement, the Chamber said that “ Living 

wage is a complex issue with no singular answer.” 

- A shooting investigation closed down Whittington Beach Park in Ka`u on April 26th. The park did 

re-open the next day. 

- The University of Hawaii urged the public to participate in the next series of discussions on rules 

to govern UH lands on Mauna Kea. The school system released a series of public hearing dates 

related to the proposed administrative rules. 

- Two water main breaks occurred on April 29th, forcing the closure of area schools. The water 

main breaks happened in Kohala and Papaikou. Both were restored later in the evening. 

- Portions of East and West Hawaii were placed under a flood advisory on April 29th by the 

National Weather Service.  

- The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’s help in finding a missing 14-year-old. 

Maycee Ahsui-Mendoza was last seen in Keaau on April 17th. 

- 16 people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads, according to the 

latest DUI statistics by the Hawaii Police Department for the time period of April 22-28. Six of 

those drivers were involved in traffic accidents. 

 

May 

- The Hawaii Police Department identified the victim in a two-vehicle crash on April 20th in Kailua-

Kona. The man who died was 60-year-old Michael J. Clair of Kailua-Kona. 

- A 30-year old man was rescued after falling over the edge of a railing surrounding Kilauea 

Caldera, inside Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. The man was in critical condition and was hurt 

after falling when the ground gave way, but he landed on a small ledge 60-feet down. 

- The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’s help in identifying a man caught on 

surveillance robbing a business in Keaau on Railroad Avenue on May 2nd. 

- The ACLU of Hawaii and the Drug Policy Forum Hawaii announced that it was supporting 

legislation that would reform a practice known as “Policing for Profit.” The bill would require a 

felony conviction before property is forfeited to the government. 

- On May 2nd – The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’s help in finding two 

wanted individuals - James S.K. Smith Jr. and Jaggar Dunne-Torres 

- Senator Mazie Hirono praised the decision of the Patent and Trademark Office to extend its full-

time telework program, the Telework Enhancement Act Pilot Program, to Hawaii and Alaska. 

- A High Wind Warning continued for the Big Island on May 4th, specifically for the summits of 

Mauna Kea and Mauna Loa. 



- A two-year old was in critical condition after being found in an unattended car for two hours on 

May 5th. The child suffered from heat exhaustion and was incubated and flown to Queen’s 

Medical Center on Oahu. 

- A 42-year-old Glenwood man was taken into custody on May 3rd after taking Hawaii Police 

Department officers on a pursuit through Hilo. Shilo Merdock Brent was wanted on multiple 

offenses and was considered armed and dangerous. 

- The Pacific Tsunami Warning Center announced on May 6th that there was no tsunami threat to 

the state following an earthquake earlier in the day. The 7.1 magnitude earthquake was 

centered near Papua New Guinea. 

- 21 people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between April 28th 

and May 5th, according to the Hawaii Police Department’s DUI statistics. Eight of them were 

involved in traffic accidents. 

- Governor David Ige announced that he would sign new Environmental Impact Statement rules 

on July 30th. The rules would then take effect on August 9th. 

- On May 7th – the Hawaii Police Department announced that it had closed down 40th Avenue in 

Keaau between Pikake Street and Oliana Street because of a police investigation. The road had 

reopened later in the day. 

- 38-year-old Douglas Kawika Louis was arrested on May 7th at Punaluu Beach Park in Kau. He was 

wanted on a no-bail arrest warrant 

- The Daniel K. Inouye College of Pharmacy received funding from the AmeriSource Bergen 

Foundation to aid in its fight against opioids in the state 

- The County’s Department of Parks and Recreation announced that it would be closing Lihiwai 

Street, within Queen Liliuokalani Street in Hilo, for a week to remove debris caused by Hurricane 

Lane 

- A study conducted by SmartAsset found that Hawaii County was the best place in Hawaii to own 

a home, based on the average monthly mortgage payment, average monthly rent, and average 

price of a house. 

- A community meeting scheduled for May 17th in Kailua-Kona tackled the issue of the Alii Drive 

Culvert Replacement Project. The purpose of the project was to build a safe, properly sized 

structure that provides for the needs of motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists and reduces flood 

hazard in the area. 

- The County’s Department of Public Works scheduled road paving along South Point Road in Kau 

between May 13th and May 16th. 

- The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’s help in finding missing 24-year-old 

Bryson Wong of Hilo. 

- A study conducted by personal finance website WalletHub found that Hawaii had the second 

smallest drug problem in the nation. The state had the smallest amount of opioid pain reliever 

prescriptions per capita and substance abuse treatment facilities per 100,000 people. 

- The Hawaii Police Department arrested 47-year-old Samuel Keohokapu after a month-long 

investigation into narcotics distribution in the Keauhou Bay and Kahaluu Beach Park areas. 

- May 13 – The Hawaii Police Department recognized fallen Officer Bronson Kaliloa, who died in 

the line of duty in July 2018. He was recognized during Police Week ceremonies. 



- The Department of Housing and Urban Development announced that it had issued nearly $67 

million in disaster relief funding for the state, including Hawaii County. It brought the total to 

nearly $429 million dollars in federal monies issued. 

- A 7.7 magnitude earthquake near Papua New Guinea on May 14th did not trigger a tsunami for 

the state. 

- The County’s Department of Parks and Recreation announced that the Kawamoto Swim Stadium 

in Hilo would be closed for a week near the end of May due to the necessary replacement of the 

pool’s Variable Frequency Device. 

- 27 people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between May 6th 

and May 12, according to the Hawaii Police Department’s DUI statistics. Two of them were 

under the legal drinking age. 

- Former Hawaii Police Department officer Chadwick Fukui turned himself in after a warrant was 

placed for his arrest. Fukui was wanted on a grand jury indictment on two counts of Hindering 

Prosecution and two counts of Tampering with Physical Evidence. 

- Following Fukui’s arrest, three other people were arrested in the same case: David Colon, Lance 

Yamada, and Stacey Yamada 

- On May 16th – Governor David Ige announced his interim appointment of William Aila Jr. to lead 

the Department of Hawaiian Homelands. 

- 38-year-old Jessie Lee Stacey suffered serious injuries in a two-vehicle accident on May 16th in 

Waikoloa. He operated a motorcycle when he collided with a Nissan Altima operated by a 

California man turning onto Uluwehi Street from Waikoloa Road. 

- The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’s help in finding missing teenager Alicia 

Hope Pilat of Kailua-Kona. She was last seen on Kalani Street on May 14th. 

- There was no tsunami threat to the state following a 6.7 magnitude earthquake centered 

around the Loyalty Islands on May 19th. 

- 37-year-old Wayland Beck was arrested on May 17th by the Hawaii Police Department after a 

search warrant was done on a residence in South Kona. Drugs and weapons were recovered at 

the home. 

- 22 people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between May 13th 

and 19th, according to the Hawaii Police Department’s DUI statistics. Year-to-date, there were 2 

less DUI arrests than the same time in 2018. 

- Genki Sushi’s Kailua-Kona location was given a Red Placard by the Department of Health on May 

22, closing the store temporarily. An inspection found an extensive roach infestation. 

- The Senate passed legislation on May 23rd that would have delivered more than $80 million in 

additional disaster relief funding for the state. Some of the money would have been 

appropriated to Hawaii Volcano Observatory. 

- The Senate passed a $19.1 billion spending bill that appropriated money to rebuild the Hawaiian 

Volcano Observatory and assist farmers affected by recent natural disasters. 

- The State’s Public Utilities Commission approved new regulations designed to lower electricity 

costs, improve customer service, expand customer choices, and cost-effectively meet the state’s 

clean energy goals. 

- The United States Postal Service announced that it was moving forward with plans to relocate 

its Kamuela location. While not naming a new location, USPS said its plans were to “move to a 



site that provides better access and better meets the overall needs of Waimea postal 

customers.” 

- 26 people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between May 20th 

and May 26th. Four of them were involved in traffic accidents, according to the Hawaii Police 

Department’s DUI statistics. 

- A traffic crash closed the intersection of Highway 130 and Kamalii Road on May 29th. 

- A 56-year-old Pahoa man was arrested for various drug offenses after a search warrant was 

executed at a home on Coconut Drive in Ainaloa. Three firearms were also taken as Jarret 

McAtee Sr. was arrested 

- The Hawaii County Fire Department announced that it would be holding a funeral procession 

and ocean service for fallen Fire Captain David Mahon, who was killed in a traffic accident. It was 

scheduled for June 1st. 

- No tsunami threat was generated after a 6.6 magnitude earthquake occurred on May 29th near 

El Salvador. 

- A traffic accident closed down Hualalai Road on May 30th between Alii Drive and Kuakini 

Highway for several hours. A Kailua-Kona man died in the crash. 

- After meeting with the director of the U.S. Geological Survey, Senator Mazie Hirono announced 

that Hawaii Volcanoes Observatory would remain on the Big Island, following speculation that 

HVO could move off-island. A full-time location was not announced. 

- The County announced that it would temporarily close Laupahoehoe Point Road between June 

3rd and June 5th to remove a large, leaning uprooted tree. 

- The Hawaii Police Department identified the woman who died during a crash along Highway 130 

on May 29th. The woman was identified as Jackie Yasuda of Pahoa, who was the pedestrian in 

the incident. 

June: 

- A study done by personal finance website Wallethub found that Hawaii had the fourth worst 

economy out of all states in the nation. Specifically, Hawaii ranked last in exports per capita.  

- The Hawaii Police Department identified the man who died in a two-vehicle crash on May 16th in 

Waikoloa. The victim, Jesse Lee Stacy of Waikoloa, was riding a motorcycle when he was struck 

by a Nissan making a turn onto Uluwehi Street. Stacy was pronounced dead on June 2nd. 

- 22 people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between May 27th 

and June 2nd. Three of them were under the legal drinking age, according to the Hawaii Police 

Department’s weekly DUI statistics report. 

- A study conducted by personal finance website WalletHub concluded that Hawaii was the eighth 

safest state in the country. Hawaii was the second safest when it came to its share of the 

population being uninsured. 

- Kamehameha Schools launched a new educational virtual field trip at Makalawena in North 

Kona, part of the school’s land holdings. The educational opportunity is being used as a way to 

bring exploration and understanding of Hawai‘i’s sacred places to classrooms across the world. 

- The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’s help in finding 40-year-old Kaleo 

Roman Gionson, a suspect in a burglary at a Kona business. 



- HPD sought the community’s assistance to find a missing person. 70-year-old Rex Shimizu was 

last seen on Uhaloa Road in Hilo. Police announced that he was found dead later in the day on 

June 4th. 

- Senator Brian Schatz joined a pair of his fellow Democrats in introducing the Explore America 

Act. In a statement, Schatz said “It gives local communities the chance to see more benefits 

from tourism, including better jobs, and it puts the story of Hawai‘i in the hands of our own 

residents.”  

- A traffic accident on June 5th closed Kuakini Highway near Keauhou. Traffic was being diverted 

through Kamehameha III and Haawina Roads. 

- Hawaii Volcanoes National Park announced that it would be temporarily closing the Steam Vents 

parking lot on June 10th to continue to eradicate Little Fire Ants. 

- Representative Tulsi Gabbard and other sent a letter to VA Secretary Robert Wilkie, demanding 

the correction of the denial of loan guarantee benefits to veterans who profit in state-legalized 

cannabis activities. 

- A 24-year-old female visitor from Japan was injured in a two vehicle crash on June 5th along 

Highway 11 near the 117 mile marker. The driver of the other vehicle, a 33-year-old man from 

Kailua-Kona, was arrested for negligent injury and other charges after crossing the center line 

and colliding head-on with the vehicle that the visitor was a passenger in. 

- The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’s help in finding missing 16-year-old 

Aspen May of Kailua-Kona, who was last seen on May 28th near Alii Drive. She was located on 

June 10th in good health. 

- The Hawaii County Fire Department announced that fireworks permits for the Fourth of July 

would go on sale beginning June 29th and through July 4th at 8 p.m. 

- Two people were arrested following a stabbing in Kailua-Kona on June 6th. 39-year-old Jared 

Dunn was arrested for assault, and 42-year-old Sophia Sacay was arrested on a $750 bench 

warrant. Two men were treated and released after suffering non-life threatening injuries. 

- The Department of Agriculture announced that it was implementing a Compost Reimbursement 

Program, which would reimburse agricultural producers for the cost of purchasing compost. 

Over $650,000 was allocated for the program over a two-year period. 

- Governor David Ige issued his third extension of the state’s emergency proclamation on 

Homelessness on June 10th. This time, the extension will allow for the completion of housing 

projects for individuals and families transitioning out of homelessness and expanding shelter 

activity and access to services. 

- Four people were arrested following an investigation into a kidnapping and assault in Hawaiian 

Paradise Park in May. Taken into custody were 50-year-old Tammy Hodson, 32-year-old Misty 

Kamelamela, 40-year-old Joel White, and 35-year-old Joanna Kawelo 

- Rescue teams from Pohakuloa Training Area, the Hawaii County Fire Department, and Mauna 

Kea’s summit rangers worked together to save an injured hiker atop Mauna Kea. The hiker, a 68-

year-old man from Arizona, had injured his leg at the summit as he was trying to find his way 

back to the observatories. He was taken to Hilo Medical Center in guarded condition. 

- 45 people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between June 3rd 

and June 9th, according to the Hawaii Police Department’s DUI statistics. Three of them were 

under the legal drinking age. 



- Research by Experian showed that Hawaii had the largest credit card debt growth in the nation. 

The average debt was $6,486, a 3.4% increase from Q1 of 2018 

- The Department of Public Works announced that it would be closing Waipio Valley Road on July 

19th for General Maintenance Work. 

- A fire closed a portion of Highway 19 at the Maulua Gulch near the 22 mile marker on June 17th. 

The road re-opened later in the day. The fire was started by a tree falling on a power line. 

- The Hawaii Police Department identified woman who died in a single vehicle crash on 

Government Beach Road on June 15th. She was identified as 66-year-old Jenny Diaz of Pahoa. 

- The County reminded residents that the island’s Polystyrene Foam Food Container and Food 

Service Ware Reduction was set to start on July 1st. The ordinance prohibits food service vendors 

from providing food in a single-use contained made from Styrofoam. 

- The State and the Department of Labor signed an agreement enhancing their enforcement of 

Wage Laws, focusing on outreach and education, investigations, and training. 

- Police and fire crews responded to a fire in Captain Cook at a Spirit Gas Station. On June 17th – 

two vehicles were reported to be on fire at the gas station, and it later spread to the gas pumps 

and building. 

- There was no tsunami threat to the islands following a 6.8 magnitude earthquake near West 

Hanshu, Japan on June 18th. Another earthquake happened later in the day near New Zealand, 

which also did not trigger a tsunami. 

- An All Points Bulletin was out for Jeremie Soares, a 32-year-old who frequents the Kona area. He 

was also for two outstanding warrants. Soares turned himself in days later. 

- A new study by personal finance website Wallethub found that Hawaii was the ninth most 

independent state in the nation. Hawaii was the most independent in the country when it came 

to its share of jobs supported by exported goods. 

- A downed tree and utility pole forced the closure of Akoni Pule Highway in North Kohala near 

the 27 mile marker on June 19th. Access to the area was later restricted and ultimately open to 

all traffic. 

- The Department of Public Works announced on June 19th that it would need to do emergency 

light pole replacement that night at the intersection of Waianuenue Avenue and Kamehameha 

Avenue. The light pole previously in place had suffered damage. 

- Hawaii Police Department officers arrested James Smith Jr. at a residence in Mountain View on 

June 19th. He was previously wanted by authorities. 

- Highway 11 in Kurtistown was temporarily closed on June 20th because of a traffic accident near 

Huina Road. 

- The state’s unemployment rate for the month of May sat at 2.8%, holding firm for a third 

consecutive months. 2,200 more jobs had been added year-to-year. The Big Island’s seasonally 

adjusted unemployment rate was at 3.3% 

- Hawaii County Councilman Matt Kanealii-Kleinfelder issued a press release demanding 

information from the County on its involvement in the removal of protesters and illegal 

structures on Mauna Kea. The sweep happened on the same day that the state announced that 

it had given the go ahead for the Thirty Meter Telescope to begin construction. 

- Senator Mazie Hirono and Representative Ed Case announced legislation that would support 

practices to preserve, sustain, and restore coral reef ecosystems. 



- After receiving feedback from Waimea community drivers and pedestrians, the Department of 

Public Works announced that it would replace the HAWK Signal Light between Longs Drugs and 

the HPA Village Campus on June 23rd. It would be replaced with new traffic heads. 

- The Hawaii Police Department said it was looking into a shooting that took place on June 21st in 

Waimea on Mana Road. A woman was found with gunshot wounds to her upper body, and her 

male companion with her was unharmed. 

- The Hawaii Lodging and Tourism Association voiced its support of Governor David Ige’s intent to 

veto Senate Bill 1292. Mufi Hanneman, HLTA President, said “The tourism industry stands ready 

to assist to ensure that there’s a level playing field, that everyone engaging in the lodging 

business will pay their fair share of taxes, and that our local residents will be able to have more 

affordable housing opportunities in their neighborhoods.”  

- The Drug Policy Forum of Hawaii said it was disappointed that Governor David Ige planned to 

veto HB748, which would reform the civil asset forfeiture program. DPH Executive Director Carl 

Bergquist said that “The notion that there is no abuse of civil asset forfeiture here in Hawai’i is 

quaint.” 

- A 42-year-old man was arrested after barricading himself in a Hawi Road home. In the incident a 

woman received injuries in what was being investigated as a domestic violence incident. The 

suspect, Darius Keala Riviera, allegedly fired a rifle during the altercation. 

- The County announced that it was launching a website dedicated to Kilauea Eruption Recovery. 

The site, which debuted on June 26th, is recovery.hawaiicounty.gov. 

- The Department of Water Supply scheduled a community meeting for the Halaula Well and 

Resevoir Project. It was scheduled for July 16th at the Kohala Intergenerational Community 

Center. 

- Hawaii Electric Light and its parent company, Hawaiian Electric, warned the public about an 

increase in scam calls for perpetrators pushing customers to pay their electric bill through 

GoBank. Hawaii Electric Light called it a new twist to an old scam. 

- The Department of Public Works said that it would be working on the traffic signal at the 

intersection of Highway 130 and Highway 11 on July 30th. Traffic would be impacted, and 

motorists were advised to use that intersection as a four-way stop. 

- A woman died when the vehicle she was driving ran off of the road and overturned near the Boy 

Scout Camp in the Hamakua District on June 27th. The woman was one of five people in the 

vehicle, and all of them were not wearing a seat belt. Speed was considered to be a factor. 

- The Department of Health extended its public comment period for the National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System permit renewal to July 9th because of technical issues with e-mail. 

- The Hawaii Police Department arrested 34-year-old Brooklin Mahuka on June 27th after he was 

found asleep in a stolen vehicle on Lehua Road in Nanawale. 

- The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’s help in finding missing 15-year-old 

Kiana Genda. She was last seen in North Kohala on June 21st. 

- Financial News Website 24/7 Wall Street found that Hawaii had the highest median home value 

in the nation at $617,400.  

- The Pacific Tsunami Warning Center reported that there was no tsunami threat to the state 

following a 6.5 magnitude earthquake near the Mariana Islands on June 28th. 


