
QUARTERLY ISSUES – OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2019 

KAPA Hawaiian FM (KAPA-FM / KAGB-FM) 

- One-minute newscasts, featuring local, statewide, and/or national stories, air at the following 

times every weekday: 6:20 a.m., 6:50 a.m., 7:20 a.m., 7:50 a.m., 8:20 a.m., 11:20 a.m., 11:50 

a.m., 3:50 p.m., and 4:50 p.m. 

- Additionally, a surf report is aired within one of the morning local newscasts everyday 

- Kokua Calendar: A :60 second station spot which rotates with different Public Service 

Announcements. Two PSA’s air in each spot, with 25 seconds given to each announcement. The 

segment runs multiple times from Midnight-Midnight, seven days a week. 

- Run informational messages from the Hawaii County Civil Defense agency covering local hazards 

when applicable, such as High Wind Warnings, Flash Flood Watches and Warnings, Road 

Closures, and High Surf. 

- ONGOING: Airing :30 second Hurricane Preparedness messages through the end of Hurricane 

Season 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on October 9th regarding a flood advisory for Ka`u, Puna, and Hilo 

districts. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on October 10th regarding a flood advisory for the Ka`u, Puna, 

Hilo, and Hamakua districts. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on October 11th regarding a flood advisory for the North and 

South Kona districts. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on October 29th regarding a flood advisory for the Big Island 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 11th following a 4.9 magnitude earthquake centered 

near Laupahoehoe. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 14th following a distant earthquake 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 18th regarding a planned road closure along Queen 

Kaahumanu Highway to conduct a traffic investigation. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 19th about a vehicle collision along Kuakini Highway 

in Kailua-Kona 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on November 19th, covering two road closures, one because of 

flooding and another because of an accident. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 19th about a Flash Flood Warning posted for the 

island, mainly in the Ka`u District. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 22nd covering High Surf and High Wind advisories. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 23rd covering High Surf and High Wind advisories. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 24th covering a High Surf Advisory for shores from 

South Point to Ka`u 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 25th following a vehicle collision on Highway 19 

between Honokaa and Waimea. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 1st, regarding a High Surf Warning for North and 

East facing shores. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 14th, stating there was no Tsunami threat for the 

state following a large earthquake in the Philippines.  



- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 19th informing the public of special Siren Testing 

taking place the next day at four different locations. 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on December 20th regarding a High Wind Warning for the 

island 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 21st regarding a High Wind Warning and High Surf 

Advisory 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 30th regarding a High Surf Warning for West Facing 

Shores 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 31st regarding a High Surf Warning for West Facing 

Shores 

 

The Beat (KPVS-FM / KLUA-FM) 

- A one-minute newscast, featuring local, statewide, and/or national stories, airs weekdays at 

8:40 a.m. 

- A one-minute surf report airs every weekday morning at 6:45 a.m. 

- Kokua Calendar: A :60 second station spot which rotates with different Public Service 

Announcements. Two PSA’s air in each spot, with 25 seconds given to each announcement. The 

segment runs multiple times from Midnight-Midnight, seven days a week. 

- Run informational messages from the Hawaii County Civil Defense agency covering local hazards 

when applicable, such as High Wind Warnings, Flash Flood Watches and Warnings, Road 

Closures, and High Surf. 

- ONGOING: Airing :30 second Hurricane Preparedness messages through the end of Hurricane 

Season 

- EVENT: In partnership with Kamaaina Nissan, held a Necessity Supply Drive for Hope Services 

Hawaii from November 18th-December 21st. 

- EVENT: Various staff members participated in the Salvation Army Kettle Bell ringing event at KTA 

Puainako. Radio station employees participated on December 6th from 3-5:30 p.m. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on October 9th regarding a flood advisory for Ka`u, Puna, and Hilo 

districts. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on October 10th regarding a flood advisory for the Ka`u, Puna, 

Hilo, and Hamakua districts. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on October 11th regarding a flood advisory for the North and 

South Kona districts. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on October 29th regarding a flood advisory for the Big Island 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 11th following a 4.9 magnitude earthquake centered 

near Laupahoehoe. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 14th following a distant earthquake 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 18th regarding a planned road closure along Queen 

Kaahumanu Highway to conduct a traffic investigation. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 19th about a vehicle collision along Kuakini Highway 

in Kailua-Kona 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on November 19th, covering two road closures, one because of 

flooding and another because of an accident. 



- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 19th about a Flash Flood Warning posted for the 

island, mainly in the Ka`u District. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 22nd covering High Surf and High Wind advisories. 

- Aired a Special News Report, anchored by News Director Josh Pacheco, on July 17th on the latest 

situation regarding TMT protests at the Mauna Kea Summit Access Road 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 23rd covering High Surf and High Wind advisories. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 24th covering a High Surf Advisory for shores from 

South Point to Ka`u 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 25th following a vehicle collision on Highway 19 

between Honokaa and Waimea. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 1st, regarding a High Surf Warning for North and 

East facing shores. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 14th, stating there was no Tsunami threat for the 

state following a large earthquake in the Philippines.  

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 19th informing the public of special Siren Testing 

taking place the next day at four different locations. 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on December 20th regarding a High Wind Warning for the 

island 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 21st regarding a High Wind Warning and High Surf 

Advisory 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 30th regarding a High Surf Warning for West Facing 

Shores 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 31st regarding a High Surf Warning for West Facing 

Shores 

 

 

KBIG FM (KKBG-FM / KLEO-FM) 

- One-minute newscasts, featuring local, statewide, and/or national stories, air at the following 

times every weekday: 5:50 a.m., 6:50 a.m., 7:50 a.m., 8:50 a.m., 4:50 p.m., and 5:50 p.m. 

- One-minute newscasts also air on Saturdays at 6:50 a.m., 7:50 a.m., and 8:50 a.m. 

- Kokua Calendar: A :60 second station spot which rotates with different Public Service 

Announcements. Two PSA’s air in each spot, with 25 seconds given to each announcement. The 

segment runs multiple times from Midnight-Midnight, seven days a week. 

- Run informational messages from the Hawaii County Civil Defense agency covering local hazards 

when applicable, such as High Wind Warnings, Flash Flood Watches and Warnings, Road 

Closures, and High Surf. 

- ONGOING: Airing :30 second Hurricane Preparedness messages through the end of Hurricane 

Season 

- INTERVIEW: October 28th – Interviewed Sarah Luchenbill, Community Development Manager of 

the American Cancer Society, about the upcoming Pink Out Color Run 

- EVENT: November 2nd – Participated in the Pink Out Color Run at the Afook-Chinen Civic 

Auditorium, in partnership with the American Cancer Society 



- EVENT: November 18th-December 21st – In partnership with Kamaaina Nissan, held a Toy Drive 

for various organizations. Recipients included the Queen Liliuokalani Trust, Big Brothers Big 

Sisters, PARENTS, and Child Welfare Services West Hawaii 

- EVENT: Various staff members participated in the Salvation Army Kettle Bell ringing event at KTA 

Puainako. Radio station employees participated on December 6th from 3-5:30 p.m. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on October 9th regarding a flood advisory for Ka`u, Puna, and Hilo 

districts. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on October 10th regarding a flood advisory for the Ka`u, Puna, 

Hilo, and Hamakua districts. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on October 11th regarding a flood advisory for the North and 

South Kona districts. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on October 29th regarding a flood advisory for the Big Island 

- Aired a Civil Defense message about a Flood Advisory on July 10th 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 11th following a 4.9 magnitude earthquake centered 

near Laupahoehoe. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 14th following a distant earthquake 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 18th regarding a planned road closure along Queen 

Kaahumanu Highway to conduct a traffic investigation. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 19th about a vehicle collision along Kuakini Highway 

in Kailua-Kona 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on November 19th, covering two road closures, one because of 

flooding and another because of an accident. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 19th about a Flash Flood Warning posted for the 

island, mainly in the Ka`u District. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 22nd covering High Surf and High Wind advisories. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 23rd covering High Surf and High Wind advisories. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 24th covering a High Surf Advisory for shores from 

South Point to Ka`u 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on November 25th following a vehicle collision on Highway 19 

between Honokaa and Waimea. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 1st, regarding a High Surf Warning for North and 

East facing shores. 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 14th, stating there was no Tsunami threat for the 

state following a large earthquake in the Philippines.  

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 19th informing the public of special Siren Testing 

taking place the next day at four different locations. 

- Aired two Civil Defense messages on December 20th regarding a High Wind Warning for the 

island 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 21st regarding a High Wind Warning and High Surf 

Advisory 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 30th regarding a High Surf Warning for West Facing 

Shores 

- Aired a Civil Defense message on December 31st regarding a High Surf Warning for West Facing 

Shores 



 

Scheduled Public Service Announcements: 

The following public service announcements were scheduled to run in commercial inventory: 

- Pink Out Color Run – October 14th-November 1st 

o 95 60-second commercials ran on KBIG FM 

- American Cancer Society Pink Out Color Run Road Closure Notice – October 31st-November 1st 

o 8 30-second commercials ran on KBIG FM 

- Rainbow Friends Animal Sanctuary PSA – November 9th – November 13th 

o 60 30-second commercials ran on each station 

- Kamaaina Nissan Toy Drive – November 11th to December 15th 

o 175 60-second commercials ran on KBIG FM 

o 175 60-second commercials ran on The Beat 

- Downtown Hilo Tree Lighting Festival – November 25th-28th 

o 12 30-second commercials ran on KBIG FM 

o 20 30-second commercials ran on The Beat 

- Panaewa Zoo – December 3rd to December 6th 

o 20 30-second commercials ran on each station 

 

 

Kokua Calendar – Public Service Announcements: 

The following submitted public service announcements were used in our Kokua Calendar segments: 

October 

- Toys for Tots Holiday Kickoff Campaign 

- Hawaii Island Adult Care Center Caregivers Conference 

- How to do Business with FEMA – Industry Day Events 

- Surfers Healing Camp for Keiki with Disabilities 

- Kailua-Kona Public Library Kid-Kast 

- Parker School’s 20th Annual Fun Run 

- AstroDay in West Hawaii 

- Royal Kona Resort’s Holiday by the Sea Charity Event 

- Kona Community Policing’s Coffee with a Cop 

- Hilo Hoogangi Mission Annual Bazaar 

- CSE Senior Identification Card Schedule 

- KMC Veterans Day Cemetery Service 

- Kuikahi Mediation Center/Hawaii County Bar Association Annual Recognition Dinner and 

Auction 

- Hawaii Aviation Day 

November 



- HPA Middle School Handbell Choir Performance 

- Big Island Ukulele Guild’s 15th Annual Stringed Instrument Show 

- Volcano Festival Chorus- Wonder of Christmas 

 

December 

- Blood Bank of Hawaii upcoming drives 

- Kealakekua Public Library’s STEM Experiment: Wet and Wild weather. 

 

Sampling of news stories aired of local interest: 

The following stories of local interest were used during newscasts: 

October 1st – December 31st 

- The County’s Department of Environmental Management announced changes to the 2-Bin 

Recycling Program on October 1st. The program was downgraded to only accept Corrugated 

Cardboard and Brown Kraft Paper Bags. 

- Senator Mazie Hirono announced legislation aiming to increase opportunities for women and 

minorities in STEM.  

- The Hawaii Police Department announced that a woman previously reported as missing had 

died at Hilo Medical Center. Cecelia Hauoli died from a medical condition.  

- 20 people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between September 

23-29. Year-to-date, 14 fatal crashes had led to 14 traffic fatalities. 

- The Department of Public Works announced planned traffic delays on October 3rd. Work was 

scheduled on the traffic signals at Puainako and Kinoole Streets in Hilo. 

- The Department of Public Safety sought help in finding Bryce Feary, who did not return to the 

Hale Nani Integration Center on October 1st. He was serving time for first-degree burglary.  

- The long-awaited opening of the Kuawa Street Park Field was scheduled for October 16th. The 

fields were created on property across from the Ho`olulu Complex and allows for softball, 

football, and soccer games. 

- The Hawaii Police Department announced on Oct. 2 that it was looking for a missing woman. 

Asanami Kinareng, 53, was confined to a wheelchair and was in need of medical assistance. 

- 591 traffic citations and 6 arrests were issued near the Mauna Kea Access Road by authorities 

for the week ending on September 26th. The traffic enforcement had been stepped up near the 

site of the protests of the Thirty Meter Telescope project. 

- Carpenters completed repairs to the women’s restroom facility at Ainaola Park, allowing it to 

reopen on October 4th. Vandalism two days prior had necessitated the repairs. Crews now lock 

the restroom at night after the park closes. 

- Kona Pacific Public Charter School ranked the highest in the state in median student growth 

percentiles. That’s according to the results from the Strive HI performance system released on 

October 3rd. 

- An overnight brushfire on October 4th forced a prolonged road closure in Ka`u, shutting down 

roadway from South Point Road to Green Sands Beach. 



- Two Hilo residents were arrested and charged following an attempted armed robbery at a Hilo 

business along Maka`ala Street on September 30th. Drug charges were also included. 

- 18 people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between September 

30th and October 6th. Year-to-date, fifteen crashes have led to 15 fatal deaths. 

- Hawaii Volcanoes National Park announced on October 7th that it had come close to eradicating 

Little Fire Ants. HVNP says that the ants were 99% eradicated, with traces of the ants still found 

near the Steam Vents area. 

- A downed utility pole on October 9th forced the closure of Kamaoa Road in Ka`u near Lewalani 

Street. The closure lasted into the next day. 

- The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’s help in finding a missing teenager. 

HPD announced on October 10th that Kauka Kaimana Kalei Hunekai Santiago was last seen on 

June 24th in Hilo. 

- A temporary staff shortage forced the Department of Parks and Recreation to revise operating 

hours for the Sparky Kawamoto Swim Stadium, beginning October 13th. 

- The Center for Biological Diversity announced on October 10th that it had sued the Trump 

administration for failing to protect Cauliflower Coral across the state, claiming that the coral 

species had declined by 36 percent because of a devastating heat wave. 

- The Hawaii Police Department announced that charges had been filed against a 31 year old man 

in a shooting that took place in Paradise Park on October 7th. Kamanaokaaina Nakooka faced a 

number of charges, including first-degree assault. 

- A 6-hour standoff ended peacefully on October 10th in Kona. 57-year-old Richard Gorloff gave 

himself up after barricading himself in an Ahulani Street residence. He reportedly threatened his 

ex-wife. 

- Hawaii Police Department investigators were looking into the circumstances that led to the 

hospitalization of a 3-year-old boy in Puna. Authorities said that the injuries appeared consistent 

with physical abuse. 

- The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’s help in finding a missing 15-year-old 

boy. Micha Reep had last been seen in Ocean View on October 4th. 

- On October 14th, the Hawaii Police Department sought the community’s help in finding a woman 

who was missing and need of medical assistance. Sharah Day was last seen near Hilo Medical 

Center. She was found the next day. 

- Staff shortages forced the early closure of the Pahala Transfer Station on October 15th. 

- Nineteen people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between 

October 7th-13th. One of those drivers was under the state’s legal drinking age of 21. 

- A swarm of bees closed down Spencer Beach Park in North Kohala on October 15th. A large 

keawe tree fell down, causing the swarm. Camping permits were cancelled. The park reopened 

on October 26th. 

- There was no tsunami threat to the state following a 6.7 magnitude earthquake near the 

Phillippines. It happened at approximately 1:46 p.m. on October 16th. 

- Two people were arrested following a string of business and property crimes for a week in 

October in Hilo. Shane Johnson and Megan Crutcher were taken into custody, with drug charges 

tacked on. 



- A 69 year old Honokaa man died in a tractor accident at his home on October 8th. Michael 

Shinsky was operating a tractor on his property when it hit an embankment and overturned, 

pinning him underneath. 

- A brush fire closed a portion of Highway 11 in Ka`u on October 16th, near the 62 mile marker. It 

re-opened several hours later. 

- The Kona Community Aquatic Center re-opened to the public on October 22nd. It had been 

closed because of necessary repairs to the pool’s filter system. 

- 401 traffic citations and 2 arrests were issued near the Mauna Kea Access Road for the week 

leading up to October 10th, fronting protests around the Thirty Meter Telescope.  

- The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’s help in identifying two individuals 

caught on surveillance burglarizing a residence in Captain Cook 

- A water main break forced water restrictions along Puako Beach Drive on October 17th. A water 

tanker was made available, and repairs were completed later in the day. 

- 21 people were taken into custody for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between 

October 14-20. One of those drivers was under the legal drinking age. 

- A traffic accident closed Highway 19 in both directions on October 21st in Honokaa near the 41 

mile marker. The road reopened several hours later. 

- The County’s mass transit agency announced that it would be stopping sales of bus passes and 

taxi coupons at its Hilo baseyard, effective November 15th. At that point, all in-person sales 

would be done at the Mooheau Bus Terminal. 

- A 23-year-old man was arrested for invasion of privacy. Jeron Ramos of Kamuela was taken into 

custody on October 22nd, two days after being reported outside of a Kamuela home holding a 

cell phone and taking video outside of a bathroom window. 

- The Hawaii Police Department arrested a 44-year-old man who was wanted on a warrant. As 

HPD tried to capture Aaron Nobriga in a vehicle, he struck a police vehicle and fled on foot. Two 

others were arrested. 

- A 50-year-old woman died in a single-vehicle crash in Waikoloa on October 24th. Christina Linn 

Lewis was the driver of a Nissan when she crossed the center line and struck a light pole near Ka 

Uhiwai Street. 

- A Paradise Park pair were arrested on October 9th after nearly crashing their vehicle into a police 

car. Justin Paishon and Raina Kaupu were eventually taken into custody after fleeing on foot, but 

a rifle was found in their car. 

- No tsunami threat was initiated following a large tsunami near the Philippines on October 28th. 

The quake measured at a magnitude of 6.8 

- Thirteen people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between 

October 21-27. Year-to-date, 16 fatal crashes had led to 16 deaths. 

- Three Big Island nurses had been deployed to California to assist in the dangerous wildfires near 

Southern California, as of Oct. 29. Those three were of 5 from throughout the state who had 

deployed to assist the area. Two other Big Island residents were deployed several days later. 

- A structure fire closed Pueo Street in Hilo on October 30th, according to Hawaii County Civil 

Defense 

- An earthquake on October 30th did not cause a Tsunami Threat, according to the Pacific Tsunami 

Warning Center. The earthquake measured at a 6.8 magnitude at 3:45 p.m. 



- 454 Citations and 7 Arrests were issued for the week ending October 24th as police continued to 

ramp up traffic enforcement near the Mauna Kea Access Road, site of protests surrounding the 

Thirty Meter Telescope. 

- Special emergency siren testing was being conducted on October 31st in several spots around 

the island. Those spots included Shipman Park, Ocean View, and Kamehameha Park in Hawi. 

- A large earthquake near Tonga did not generate a Tsunami threat for the state. The quake, 

registered at a 6.9 magnitude, took place on November 4th. 

- 20 People were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between October 

28th and November 3rd. Three of them were under the legal drinking age. 

- Caretakers at Hawaiian Beaches Park in Puna arrived on November 4th to find 100 feet of fencing 

stolen from its baseball field. It came at the height of increased vandalism in the area. The 

Mayor’s office said that the recent string of incidents drained resources as unplanned repairs 

were needed. The stolen fencing was found several days later near the park. 

- An unidentified man died at his Kaumana home on November 4th after falling into a lava tube on 

his property. The man’s body had fallen 22 feet down the tube. 

- The Hawaii Police Department said it was investigating a death of a bicyclist on November 6th in 

Hilo. The bicyclist was struck near Wiliwili Street by the driver of a pickup truck. That driver was 

arrested at the scene. The victim was later identified as Wayne Geil of Hilo. 

- The Hawaii Police Department renewed its request for information on a missing man who was 

last seen in 2016. HPD was seeking any new details on the disappearance of Sundown Scrigna of 

Pahoa, who was last seen at his home on Leilani Street. 

- A new study on Security.org found that Hawaii has the highest population-adjusted rate of 

active-duty and reserve personnel stationed in the state (3,696.1 per 100,000) and the ninth-

highest overall number (52,503). 

- The Hawaii Police Department says that speed and alcohol were likely factors in a traffic 

accident that killed Cassandra Lynn Ellis of Kailua-Kona on November 10th. The accident 

happened along Queen Kaahumanu Highway, north of the 90 mile marker. Several others were 

hurt, and the driver of one of the vehicles was arrested. 

- The Hawaii Police Department released a surveillance image on November 12th of an individual 

who was suspected of stealing a Kawasaki ATV from Keaau High School. The incident happened 

on October 19th. 

- The County’s Department of Water Supply announced it would be installing a new water service 

on Highway 19 in Waimea on November 13th. It would be installed between Pu`ulala Place and 

Alanui Ohana Place.  

- A high speed pursuit near the Mauna Kea Access Road led to an arrest on November 11th. Dylan 

Naope was arrested for reckless driving and resisting an order to stop. A passenger in his vehicle 

was arrested on drug offenses. 

- 10 people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between November 

4th and 10th. Year-to-date, 18 fatal crashes had led to 18 deaths. 

- The Hawaii Police Department asked for the community’s help in finding Angelica Ybarra, who 

was wanted in a fraud investigation 

- The Department of Water Supply announced that it was installing a new water service near the 

Kohala Nursery Road on November 20th. Alternating one-lane closures would be put into place 

near Akoni Pule Highway between the 22 and 23 mile markers. 



- A Mountain View man was arrested at Hilo International Airport after creating a disturbance 

near the Baggage Claim area on November 10th. After finding out his luggage didn’t arrive, he 

became violent and was tased to the ground. 

- 312 traffic citations and 2 arrests were issued during increased traffic enforcement near the 

Mauna Kea Access Road during the week ending on November 7th. The increased enforcement 

centers around the Thirty Meter Telescope protests. 

- The Hawaii Public Utilities Commission gave an initial denial to Hawaii Electric Light’s request to 

raise electricity rates on November 14th. The utility company sought to raise rates to continue 

improvements to the power grid and continue extensive vegetation management work. 

- The County announced on November 14th that handicapped pool lifts at the Kawamoto Swim 

Stadium and NAS pool were both recently vandalized and out of service. 

- The Coast Guard and Hawaii County Fire Department were both looking to find a missing opihi 

picker off the Honokaa coast on Nov. 14th. A second person was initially in distress, but was able 

to make it back to shore. The search was suspended a few days later. 

- High Surf and debris caused the early morning closure of Kalanianaole Avenue on Nov. 15th 

between Koloa and Oeoe Streets. 

- Another staffing shortage caused the early closure of the Keei Transfer Station on November 

15th. 

- A 34-year-old Kailua-Kona man died during the transport of a mattress on Manawalea Street in 

Kailua-Kona. Nicholas Catlett was holding on to the mattress while standing on the rear bumper 

of a pickup truck when he lost his grip and fell, striking his head on the road. 

- A 49-year-old Mountain View man died on November 16th after driving his motorcycle into a 

guard rail along Highway 19th. It was the 20th traffic fatality of the year. 

- The Hawaii Police Department sought the community’s help in finding 15-year-old Maycee 

Ahsui-Mendoza. She was last seen on October 25th in Paradise Park. 

- The state’s unemployment rate held firm for a third consecutive month after October, staying at 

2.7 percent. The non-seasonally adjusted Hawaii Island unemployment rate held dropped a tick 

to 3.6 percent. 

- The Hawaii Police Department said it was investigating the circumstances that led to an officer 

discharging his weapon in Glenwood on Nov. 19th. A suspect driving a Honda drove towards an 

officer on foot, forcing him back into a police vehicle, which was struck by the car. It forced the 

officer to fire his weapon. The suspect vehicle got away. 

- A Water Conservation notice was placed on the Kalapana area on December 20th after the 

Department of Water Supply reported an unexpected equipment failure with the Kalapana 

Water System. 

- A 34-year-old Puna man was arrested on November 17th after being caught by authorities 

driving a stolen pickup truck. Bail for Christopher Lucrisia was set at $31,000. 

- 24 individuals were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between 

November 11th-17th. Three of the drivers were under the legal drinking age. Year-to-date, 20 

fatal crashes have led to 20 deaths. 

- Mayor Harry Kim announced the hiring of Managing Director Roy Takemoto on November 20th, 

weeks before his confirmation hearing in front of the County Council. Takemoto was previously 

the Executive Assistant to the Mayor. 



- Four people were arrested after HPD officers executed a search warrant at a South Kohala 

residence. Two other people who lived at the residence were arrested and later released, 

pending further investigation. 

- Mayor Harry Kim offered his condolences to the family of Chief Warrant Officer 2 Kirk 

Fuchigami, who was killed in a helicopter crash in Afghanistan on November 20th.  

- The Hawaii Police Department released several surveillance images from a burglary in Pahoa. 

The footage showed two women burglarizing a home in the Black Sand Beach subdivision. 

- Speed and inattention are believed to be factors in a crash that killed a 24-year-old Honokaa 

man on November 25th. Lloyd Edwards was operating a Honda Civic when he crossed the 

double-solid yellow line and struck another vehicle. 

- Bishop Museum announced that it had sold the Amy B.H. Greenwell Ethnobotanical Garden, 

which had been closed since 2016. The site was sold to the Friends of the Amy B.H. Greenwell 

Ethnobotanical Garden. 

- 15 People were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between November 

18-24. DUI arrests, year-to-date, had gone up by 1 over the same point in 2018. 

- The Hawaii Police Department announced that it was out looking for a 24-year-old girl who was 

involved in an incident near the Puainako Center Jack in the Box. The woman allegedly drove the 

vehicle towards a police officer, who fired his service weapon. The suspect’s vehicle than skid 

into the Jack in the Box driveway, striking a parked vehicle and nearly hitting another police 

vehicle, prompting another officer to fire his weapon before the suspect got away. 

- The Hawaii Police Department opened into an investigation into the death of a 4-year-old girl at 

a Hawaii Beaches Subdivision home on Nov. 27. The girl had suffered an injury to her neck. The 

investigation found that the girl died from an accidental stab wound. 

- Five people were arrested on November 25th after police officers responded to a loud party on 

Kinoole Street in Hilo. Two officers were hurt after they were assaulted when trying to make 

arrests at the scene of the party. 

- The Hawaii Police Department released images of a suspect involved in a home burglary on 

November 27th in Hilo. The suspect took unknown items in a white bag upon exiting the home. 

- The Hawaii Police Department arrested 21 year-old Jaggar Torres and 24 year-old Tearon 

Pacheco-Fernandez on December 1st. Both were involved in the officer-involved shooting 

incident near the Hilo Jack in the Box location. 

- Hawaii Volcanoes National Park announced in December 3rd that it would be raising the 

entrance fee prices across the board, beginning in 2020. The reason for the fee increase was to 

improve visitor experience and to address infrastructure needs. 

- The Hawaii Island Humane Society announced that its CEO, Charles Brown, stepped down over 

the Thanksgiving holiday weekend. Dr. Elizabeth Jose was appointed to serve as the 

organization’s next CEO. 

- The Hawaii Police Department recovered the body of a missing person, who was later positively 

identified as Lucille Arboleda. HPD said that foul play did not seem to play a part in her death. 

- 436 traffic citations and 2 arrests were made during increased traffic enforcement efforts near 

the Mauna Kea Access Road between November 28th and December 4th. The enforcement is 

taking place near the Thirty Meter Telescope protest site. 



- The Hawaii Police Department announced it was investigating the discovery of a body found 

several hundred yards away from a residence in the Orchid Isle Estates Subdivision. The body 

was believed to be of an elderly man who was previously reported as missing. 

- Hawaii County received federal funding from the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development to continue in its recovery from the Kilauea eruption. The county received $66.8 

million, a portion of $2.3 billion distributed to several states and territories. 

- The County’s Department of Environmental Management announced that the public comment 

period for the Integrated Solid Waste Management Plan opened on December 6th, running 

through February 4, 2020. Testimony can be submitted by mail or e-mail. 

-  The Hawaii Police Department announced it was looking for a man wanted in connection to a 

Puna murder on December 4th. Michael Cecil Lee was later located after being seen near the 

Kea`au Christmas Parade days later. 

- The Secretary of the Interior announced on December 8th that the protection status of the Nene 

goose was upgraded from endangered to threatened. Protections allowed for the resurgence of 

the Nene, resulting in over 3,000 statewide. 

- A 29-year old Keaau man was arrested in Hilo after being observed breaking into several 

vehicles near Puainako and Komohana Streets in a parking lot. Officers also found drug 

paraphernalia when performing a search on the vehicle of the suspect, Troy Canda-Raigumai 

- Current County prosecuting attorney Mitch Roth announced that he would be running for 

Mayor in the upcoming 2020 election. Roth had served as prosecuting attorney since 2012. 

- The County’s Department of Parks and Recreation announced that the Kona Community Aquatic 

Center would be closed for three more days in the middle of December. The closure was 

necessary to complete the final phase of contracted repairs. 

- Zodice Madeyski of Laupahoehoe was arrested and charged following a domestic violence 

incident involving female victim near a business. The woman suffered numerous facial injuries. 

- The Republican Party of Hawaii announced on December 11th that it would not hold a 

presidential preference vote and instead, bind all of its party delegates towards President 

Donald Trump’s re-election hopes. 

- Three different Big Island charities received their share of $72,500 in money distributed from 

the Mitsubishi Electric Championship at Hualalai golf tournament. The money was disbursed 

separately over the last few months of 2019. 

- From December 5th-11th, authorities issued 336 citations and 3 arrests as increased traffic 

enforcement continued near the Thirty Meter Telescope protest site by the Mauna Kea Access 

Road. 

- A series of public meeting dates were announced to discuss the County’s Multi-Hazard 

Mitigation Plan. The meetings would take place on the third Tuesday of each month at the 

Aupuni Center in Hilo. 

- The Hawaii Police Department identified the victim in a two-vehicle crash that took place on 

December 11th. 83-year-old Frances Souza was the identified victim. 

- Mayor Harry Kim announced on December 19th that he would be withdrawing police officers 

from their posts near the Thirty Meter Telescope protest site. Kim said that there was no 

timetable for when TMT would begin construction efforts. The County would later reach an 

agreement with the protectors of the mountain to allow public access to Mauna Kea Access 

Road, which had been blocked since July. 



- The Hawaii Police Department released the images of two women wanted for fraudulently 

cashing checks that they stole from a victim. The pair was identified as Carmen Walker-Torres 

and Amy Smith.  

- A search began on December 22nd for a young boy who was reported missing. 6-year-old 

Benjamin Rapoza of Hilo suffers from nonverbal autism. He was last seen on December 20th 

along Kalanianaole Street. As of this writing, Rapoza has still not been found. 

- 20 people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between December 

16th-22nd. Three of them were under the legal drinking age. Year-to-date, 25 fatal crashes had 

led to 25 deaths around the island. 

- Mayor Harry Kim announced on December 26th that the Mauna Kea Access Road would be shut 

down to allow protestors to clear the area. The road would re-open on December 28th to the 

public, along with the opening of the Hale Pohaku Visitor Center. His office released a letter he 

sent to protest leader Noe-Noe Wong Wilson, explaining the two-month “Stand-down” period 

on all sides. 

- In the final week of stepped up traffic enforcement near the Mauna Kea Access Road, 311 traffic 

citations were issued and 4 people were arrested. The enhanced enforcement ended as the 

Mauna Kea Access Road opened up to the public. 

- 32-year-old Ewalani Cluney was arrested after law enforcement investigated the vehicle she was 

in, which was deemed to be suspicious. She tried to drive away, attempted to drive towards 

police officers. She would be charged on drug, traffic, and other offenses. 

- 16 people were arrested for driving under the influence on Big Island roads between December 

23rd-29th, according to the Hawaii Police Department’s weekly DUI statistics.    

- Due to Staffing Shortages, the Glenwood and Pahoa transfer stations were closed on December 

31st. 


