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During the fourth quarter of 2006, KGO-TV aired the following regularly 
scheduled local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total 
cumulative average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

   Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

   Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

   Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday / Sunday 6:00-7:00AM 

   Sunday  9:00-10:00AM / 9:00-9:30AM 

   Saturday / Sunday 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

  



During the fourth quarter of 2006, KGO-TV also aired the following 
regularly scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the 
problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES- This locally produced public affairs program 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  The program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and 
explore critical issues facing the community.  KGO-TV news anchors hosted this 
program that aired on Sunday from 10:00 to 10:30am. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 7- This news compilation program repurposed and reviewed local 
news reports that covered significant community issues.  These included in-
depth Assignment 7 Reports, I-Team Investigations, Michael Finney’s Seven On 
Your Side, and Doctor Dean Edell’s Medical Reports.  KGO-TV news anchors 
hosted this program that primarily aired on Sunday from 4:30-5:00pm. 
 
THE VIEW FROM THE BAY- The only live, Bay Area talk show of its kind, 
provided a proactive dialogue on people, places and views unique to the Bay 
Area.  It included a mix of interviews, live reports, taped segments and news 
updates that offered information about health, fitness, lifestyle, arts and 
entertainment, fashion, food, pets, family issues, relationships, self-improvement, 
women’s issues and safety.  KGO-TV’s Spencer Christian and Janelle Wang 
hosted this program that aired M-F from 3:00-4:00pm. 
 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  
Office staff answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers 
seeking help with a wide variety of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit 
received over 4000 e-mails/ letters, and over 1500 phone calls per month. 

 
NEWS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING AIRED ON KGO-DT 7.2- 
KGO-DT 7.2, our secondary digital channel, is a locally programmed channel 
that featured local news, local specials, public affairs, syndicated programming, 
and encore segments from ABC News magazines.  On the average, over 200 
hours of local news aired monthly.  Encores of locally produced public affairs 
programs accounted for over 100 hours monthly.  Additionally, hundreds of 
public service announcements aired in commercial breaks between 
programming. 
 

 
 
 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 

 

During the fourth quarter of 2006, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  
This encore program was part of a series of specials produced to celebrate the 
ethnic diversity of the Bay Area.  This special saluted the achievements of five 
outstanding Hispanic Americans.  It aired on Sunday, October 8

th
 from 4:30-

5:00pm, and repeated on Sunday, November 26, 2006 from 10:00-10:30am. 

 
SAN JOSE MAYORAL DEBATE:  
This program originated from the KTEH-TV studios in San Jose and was 
moderated by ABC 7 News anchor Kristen Sze.  It aired on Sunday, October 29

th
 

from 4:00-5:00pm. 

 
SHARE YOUR HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE: This biannual food drive originated 
from four locations around the Bay Area, and in one day collected 8,035 pounds 
of food, and $4,657 in cash for local food banks.  The cash amount provided 
8,000 meals for families in need.  This daylong event aired on Monday, 
December 13, 2006, and included local one to two minute cut-ins at various 
times throughout the day from 5:00AM to 6:00PM.  Additional coverage was 
provided inside local news programs from 5:00-7:00AM, 11:00AM, and 5:00PM. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPONSORED EVENTS 
 

The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s “ABC7 Day 
Planner,” the station’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community events.  Each 
of these thirty-second spots featured two to three events, and aired for two 
weeks on a fixed schedule. 
 
 

9/23 – 10/6 
 

 Tenderloin Neighborhood Development Corporation, “Pool Toss” 
(10/17/06)   

 Wenderweis Foundation, “Halloween Heroes” (10/30/06)  
 Grape Festival (10/7/06)  

 
10/7 – 10/20     
 

 SF Camerawork, “Ghosts in the Machine” (through 11/18/06) 
 Leadership San Francisco, “Soundcheck” (10/22/06)  

 
10/21 – 11/3     
 

 Gourmet East Bay, Restaurant Week (11/4/06, 11/5-11/12)  
 Volunteer Center, Board Fair (11/8)  

 
11/4 – 11/17     
 

 International Cat Show (11/17 to 11/19)  
 Richmond Ermet AIDS Foundation, “Help is on the Way” (12/3/06)  

 
11/18 – 12/1     
 

 Teatro Vision, “Dog Lady/Evening Star” (11/30 – 12/17/06)   
 Rex Foundation, “Vibes for Peace” (12/1)  

 
12/2 – 12/15     
 

 Teatro Vision, “Dog Lady/Evening Star” (11/30 – 12/17/06)  
 Conservatory of Flowers, “ONE: An Earth Installation”  (through April 

2007)   
 
12/16 – 12/29  
 

 SF Unified School District, “Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition” (6/10 to 1/7/07)  
 Share Your Holiday Food Drive (thru 1/2/07)  

 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the fourth quarter of 2006, KGO-TV aired over 1,200 public service 
announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved many different topics.  These included 38 station-produced Hispanic 
Heritage Salutes.  Some of the PSA sponsors included:  United Way, Dogs For 
the Deaf, California Department On Aging, Red Cross, Boy Scouts, Nature 
Conservancy, Medic Alert Foundation, Partnership For A Drug Free California, 
ASPCA, Boys & Girls Clubs, Exploratorium, Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, 
National Italian American Foundation, U.S. Marines, Kids Get Healthy, Paralyzed 
Veterans of America, S.F. SPCA, USO, Alameda Naval Air Museum, Home 
Safety Council, Peninsula Humane Society, Smokey the Bear, and Earth Share.  

 

* * * * 
 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 
KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through these efforts 
we’ve determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 

 Youth Issues 

 Poverty & Low Income Issues 

 Minority Issues 

 Education Issues 

 Violence Issues 

 Special Local News Reports 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 



LOCAL PROGRAMS ADDRESSING 

THE PROBLEMS & NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

YOUTH 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 29, 2006 (9:00-10:00AM) 

Length: 2:42 

Subject:  

This report profiled the work of a woman who for ten years had produced an 
annual Halloween party to benefit youth programs.  Known as the ultimate trick 
or treat party, Halloween Heroes brings together famous athletes, local 
celebrities, and anyone in costume with a ticket.  The Junior Giants Baseball 
Program, the San Francisco Exploratorium Education Program, and 5,000 
middle school students all would benefit from the proceeds. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 5, 2006 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: :36 

Subject:  

This was a follow-up to our report from the previous day on the theft of tennis 
equipment from a disadvantaged San Francisco youth program.  After hearing 
about the robbery on the report, a local teenager decided to collect and donate 
50 tennis rackets and tennis balls to the program.  He explained that he wanted 
to do this as part of his Bar Mitzvah service project to give back to the 
community.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 24, 2006 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: :37 

Subject:  

This report discussed a new program aimed at reducing the number of traffic 
deaths for people between 15 and 20 years old.  Since traffic accidents in 
California were the leading cause of death for this age group, the C.H.P. started 
a free course called Start Smart.  Officials were hopeful that the classes would 
eliminate tragedies as when three teens died after smashing into a parked truck. 
        



(Youth cont.) 

   

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 20, 2006 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:32 

Subject:  

This report profiled a U.C. Berkeley student group that for nearly 25 years had 
provided volunteer tutors for children in Oakland’s China Town.  The students in 
this after school program were mostly from immigrant families with limited or no 
English skills.  One of the many success stories was a woman who had been 
tutored in the program as a child.  She went on to graduate from Harvard and 
return as the director of the program. 
  
ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: December 2, 2006 (11:30PM-12:05AM) 

Length: 1:42 

Subject:  

This report covered a meeting between Oakland Mayor-elect Ron Dellums and a 
group of youth activists.  Their goal was to build consensus on what ails the city 
and how to fix it.  Then they would report back to the mayor-elect.  Mr. Dellums 
explained that the main reason that he went back into politics was to give young 
people a sense of hope.  He promised an action plan for the city that included all 
citizens, and not just the ones old enough to drive. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 20, 2006 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: :31 

Subject:  

This report covered a forum for parents on unlocking the mystery behind the 
favorite cyberspace hangouts their children are exposed to.  Presenters of this 
Marin County forum explained that it wasn’t just sexual predators they had to be 
aware of.  A Bay Area party that was advertised on the internet mushroomed into 
an event with over 100 teens where one was stabbed to death.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Youth cont.) 
 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: December 18, 2006 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: 1:25 

Subject:   

This report looked at the growing problem of youth prostitution in Oakland.  Police 
had increased their sweeps from monthly to weekly in an effort to get control of the 
problem.  Police explained that there was a vicious prostitution circuit running from 
Sacramento to Oakland that was luring teen girls.  Unless police could direct these 
girls into protective services, they were forced to place them under arrest just to 
keep them off the streets.  But this criminalized the girls they were trying to protect. 
  
  

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 19, 2006 (5:00-6:00AM) 

Length: :39 

Subject:   

This report discussed that a North Bay youth football and cheerleading 
organization had been kicked out of the league in which its teams played.  One 
team of 31 players was suspended from playing after it was determined that they 
didn’t get proper medical clearance.  The problem began when a man claiming to 
work at a medical center offered his services to the league.  No one checked his 
credentials, and the medical center said he worked at hadn’t ever heard of him.  
This left over 200 kids suspended from playing football and nowhere else to go 
in the community.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



POVERTY & LOW INCOME ISSUES 

  

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 10, 2006 (11:00-11:30AM) 

Length: :25 

Subject:    

This report announced that officials in Contra Costa County were expected to 
reveal their plan to save a financially troubled medical center in San Pablo.  This 
hospital, a provider of services for many poor and un-insured patients, was 
forced to file for bankruptcy.  The bail out plan called for a short-term infusion of 
several million dollars and the formation of a joint powers authority. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 27, 2006 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 2:59 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a federal government program to provide $500 million 
dollars in grant money to fund classes promoting strong marriages.  Research on 
the benefits of marriage showed children did better in school, got into less 
trouble, and delayed becoming sexually active.  It also showed that people lived 
longer, healthier, wealthier lives when they had a happy stable marriage.  Critics 
objected because the program would be funded from the welfare budget.  They 
also argued that the program didn’t prevent poverty, and they wanted marriage 
education available at a low cost to everyone.  

     

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 16, 2006 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:37 

Subject:  

This report covered a San Francisco Board of Supervisors meeting where the 
main topic was the city’s redevelopment policies.  A Coalition of community 
activists demanded the city change its policies they said were pushing poor and 
minority residents out of town.  They pointed to the redevelopment of the 
Western Addition neighborhood in the 1960’s.  This was when may low income 
and minority residents were moved out then priced out of the market and 
couldn’t return.   As San Francisco planned to develop a 1400 acre tract in the 
Bay View, residents were concerned it would happen at their expense.     

 



(Poverty & Low Income cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: December 19, 2006 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:  

This follow-up report announced community activists filed a law suit against the 
City of San Francisco for not putting the Bay View/Hunters Point redevelopment 
plan on the ballot.  The city attorney said documents missing from the ballot 
petition caused it to be denied, although they had more than the required amount 
of signatures.  More than one-half of the Bay View, one of the city’s poorest 
neighborhoods, was slated for redevelopment.  Critics of the plan worried that 
residents and businesses would be displaced.  A member of the redevelopment 
committee believed it gave the community a wonderful opportunity to reshape 
itself.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 22, 2006 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:55 

Subject:  

This report profiled a self-made millionaire who once lived homeless with his son 
in San Francisco.  He was the subject of a feature film that traced his life from 
poverty to success.  He lived as a client for a year at San Francisco’s Glide 
Memorial Church.  Not an isolated success story, he was just one of the 
hundreds of people that Glide Memorial helped to break the cycle of poverty. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 1, 2006 (9:00-10:00AM) 

Length: :32 

Subject:  

This report discussed a study that found adults who lived below 200 percent of 
the national poverty line were nearly 40% more likely to be obese.  Between 
1990 and 2003 obesity surged from 10% to 20% among both sexes and among 
all racial and ethnic groups.  People with more money were less likely to be 
obese. 

 

 

 



(Poverty & Low Income cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 2, 2006 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:  

This report showed that the shelves at Concord’s Monument Crisis Center were 
empty.  Their food supplies were so low the center was forced to close one day in 
the previous week and turn away poor people.  Food drives had fallen short, and 
there was a lull in food donations before the holiday season, so the food banks 
were hoping for early donations.  The Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano 
Counties served about 80,000 people monthly.         

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 12, 2006 (11:00-11:30AM) 

Length: 2:56 

Subject:  

This report showed how San Francisco’s music and arts community was showing 
signs of recovery after high rents forced out many people during the dot-com 
boom.  The city was known for decades as a center for creativity, but the 
community really struggled as work spaces closed.  It took three to four years 
before artists were seen coming back to studios, galleries, and producing at a 
regular level.  The owner of a South of Market rehearsal venue said things were 
getting much better.  But an advocate said the city needed to identify affordable 
living and working places for artists since their average income in the city was 
below the poverty level.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MINORITY ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 2, 2006 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:53 

Subject:    

This report discussed the latest government research on whether a link existed 
between breast cancer and the environment.  The Northern California Cancer 
Center found the rate of cancer had increased among Hispanic and white 
women in some areas.  Researchers said that there was a higher incident of 
breast cancer among Latina farm workers in the Salinas Valley who were often 
exposed to dangerous pesticides.  Four research centers around the nation were 
studying the problem.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 17, 2006 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:    

This report covered the controversy over the San Francisco School Board’s 
intention to phase out the public school’s ROTC program.  Several school board 
members wanted the military out of the schools.  They said it was because the 
Pentagon’s policy of “don’t ask, don’t tell” discriminated against gays and lesbians. 
Asian American students comprised over 70% of ROTC cadets in the city’s high 
schools.  Some Chinese American veterans and community leaders were 
concerned that the ban could hurt Asian youth.  The American Legion Post in 
Chinatown opposed the ban, and insisted that many Asian teens needed 
leadership training that ROTC has offered. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: December 17, 2006 (9:00-10:00AM) 

Length: :32 

Subject:    

This report covered a Bone Marrow Registry drive in San Francisco that targeted 
Asians and Filipinos.  Over sixty people signed up for the registry at the event 
that was mainly on behalf of a two year old bi-racial boy who needed a bone 
marrow transplant.  He was Filipino and Caucasian, and there were not many 
minorities on the bone marrow registry.  His father hoped the drive would also 
help other minorities who were under-represented in the national donor network. 



(Minority Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 23, 2006 (11:00-11:30AM) 

Length: :26 

Subject:   

This report announced that Contra Costa County officials were investigating a 
complaint by the NAACP about voting in the City of Richmond.  The civil rights 
organization said African American and Hispanic voters might have been 
disenfranchised because polling locations were changed without enough notice.  
Although the Green Party challenger defeated the incumbent mayor by fewer 
than 300 votes, the NAACP was not challenging the election. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 17, 2006 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:   

This report reviewed U.S. census statistics on the day the country passed the 
population milestone of 300 million people.  Compared to when the population 
reached 200 million in 1967, the Hispanic population skyrocketed from 4%to 
15%, and was predicted to reach 22% by 2043.  Government officials were 
letting this milestone pass rather quietly, perhaps not to draw attention to the 
immigration issue just weeks before the November election.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 5, 2006 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 2:49 

Subject: 

This report discussed that churches nationally in the African American 
Community that were once criticized for not taking action in fighting AIDS were 
beginning to take a leadership role.  For the first time, a contingent of African 
American leaders addressed the International AIDS Conference to discuss what 
had become primarily an African American disease.  Although African Americans 
represented only 13% of the U.S. population, over 90% of HIV positive children, 
and over 75% of HIV positive women were African American.       

 

 



(Minority Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 6, 2006 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:48 

Subject:  

This report reviewed the last minute push for crucial Latino votes in San Jose’s 
mayoral election.  Despite a poll that showed a double-digit lead for councilman 
Chuck Reed or Vice Mayor Cindy Chavez, the Reed campaign was working on 
the undecided voters.  Latino voters would be key in deciding who the next 
Mayor of San Jose would be if the voter turn out increased over the usual 
number. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 21, 2006 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: :23 

Subject:  

This report looked at a study that found UC Berkeley’s minority students 
graduated at a significantly lower rate than the average for all students.  This 
was according to a study from the group “Education Trust” that looked at 
inequality at state universities.  It found that 87% Berkeley’s class of 2005 went 
on to graduate.  This was compared to only 70% of African Americans, 72% of 
Native Americans, and 76% of Latinos that received their degrees from Cal.  The 
study said inadequate financial aid could have been a factor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDUCATION 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 9, 2006 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:   

This report discussed that San Francisco had been slow to create more small 
schools.  Studies showed that small schools helped to improve academic 
performance especially among African American, Latino students, and kids from 
low-income families.  Several urban school districts adopted the concept, but 
compared to Oakland with 30 small schools, San Francisco only had three.  The 
acting school superintendent asked for more time to review a task force report so 
senior staff would have a chance to review recommendations. 

    

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 14, 2006 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a proposal to change the way students in San Francisco 
are assigned to schools.  This was after a judge found fifty schools were severely 
segregated, lacked diversity, and ordered the board of education to fix the 
problem.  The school board proposal would make race part of the assignment 
process.  If approved, legal challenges were expected to follow since critics 
believed the proposal would violate the state’s ban on racial preference in local 
government and schools.     

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: December 15, 2006 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:55 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a program to fight truancy in Oakland.  It started to have an 
impact on one middle school where the truancy rate reversed from nearly 50% to 
98% attendance.  The school was combined into three small campuses, and 
counselors pursued truant students by making home visits.  Counselors helped 
students with school work, but they also taught them to how to respect each 
other.  The program was funded only through the end of the school year. 

 



(Education cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: December 10, 2006 (9:00-10:00AM) 

Length: 3:04 

Subject:     

This report examined a program designed to improve literacy at low performing 
San Jose schools in low income areas.  Studies showed that only eight out of 
one hundred Latino students entering kindergarten would graduate from college. 
The strategy was that higher expectations and a structured support system 
would lead to success.  An elementary school principal credited the program with 
increasing his school’s academic index.  Program administrators planned to 
expand the program to a dozen more schools in the next year.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: December 16, 2006 (6:00-6:30PM) 

Length: 3:20 

Subject:     

This report profiled the Lafayette Arts and Science Foundation.  This non-profit 
raised nearly one million dollars to supplement arts and science programs in 
schools.  The goal of this group was to bring talented musicians, artists and 
scientists to enrich the classroom.  Students benefited from the extra teachers 
and classes that the additional funding provided.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 8, 2006 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: 3:11 

Subject:     

This report showed specific ways that a teacher had changed her middle school 
classroom with new technology.  Art was taught with the help of an interactive 
computer screen that enabled her to pre-record her lessons and have students 
highlight the screen with electronic pens.  The result was that students 
experienced a situation rather than having to read about it.  This type of 
technology in the classroom began in England.  Only 8% of the classrooms in 
the U.S. had embraced the system.  Critics argued that it would cause the loss of 
personal interaction between the teacher and the student. 

 



(Education cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 4, 2006 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:52 

Subject:   

This report explained that the Berkeley Unified School District was being sued for 
violating Proposition 209, the initiative that outlawed affirmative action.  The 
district was accused of using race to determine admission in special education, 
and where a student would go to school.  In one example, the suit said black and 
Hispanic students were allowed into Berkeley High School’s advanced 
placement program regardless of family income.  Students from higher income 
homes from other racial groups were not allowed.  Berkeley school officials 
remained committed to diversity and did not believe the suit had merit.  

    

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 17, 2006 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:   

This report explained that the Sequoia School District was planning to install 
security cameras on all four of its high schools.  The goal was to give 
administrators and teachers another tool to monitor students on the large 
campuses.  Parents of a sophomore were comfortable with the idea, but 
students at another school had mixed reactions about an invasion of privacy.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VIOLENCE ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 24, 2006 (5:00-6:00AM) 

Length: 1:47 

Subject:  

This report looked into a disturbing trend of violence at an El Cerrito middle 
school.  Parents wanted the school district to stop the series of fights that some 
students captured on phone cameras.  Police said they knew of at least ten 
victims.  Officials described the violence as aggressive horse play.  The school 
superintendent promised additional staffing and a greater presence by law 
enforcement.  He also planned a meeting for parents to discuss issues with 
school officials and police.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 12, 2006 (5:00–5:30PM) 

Length: 3:22 

Subject:     

This report profiled a youth program in Marin County where law enforcement and 
the YMCA were doing innovative work with at risk kids.  Every summer about 60 
teenage boys spend one week camping with the same officers that patrolled their 
neighborhoods.  At camp the teens are allowed to be teens, but the officers are 
not allowed to act like officers.  In the end both experienced a personal 
transformation that changes their relationship. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 15, 2006 (9:00–10:00AM) 

Length: 2:45 

Subject:     

This report reviewed an anti-violence program in San Francisco called “Scared 
Stiff.”  Teenagers from schools, churches, and neighborhoods programs were 
brought together in a San Francisco mortuary.  They listened to several people 
on a panel that included a preacher, paramedic, embalmer, and a parent.  All 
hoped that by sharing the reality of gun violence with the teens that it would 
make a difference.  According to the San Francisco Police Department, the vast 
majority of homicides were black on black crimes.   

 



(Violence Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: October 26, 2006 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:    

This report showed that the City of San Francisco asked for an injunction against 
a suspected gang to prevent them from hanging out in their neighborhood.  The 
ACLU said this was not enough notice for the gang, and that was a violation of 
their constitutional rights.  The Supreme Court said the 1

st
 Amendment rights of 

known criminal street gang members did not outweigh that same right of law 
abiding citizens in the community.         

  

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: October 30, 2006 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: :28 

Subject:    

This report reviewed how concerned Richmond citizens were working on 
solutions to stop violence.  One young man believed his faith was an answer to 
help end the cycle of violence that has plagued the community.  He started his 
own choir with youth in his neighborhood.  Richmond’s mayor secured grants for 
five new after school programs.  She also was planning to ask for sixty more 
police officers.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: October 30, 2006 (5:00-6:00AM) 

Length: :40 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the list of America’s most dangerous cities based on F.B.I. 
crime statistics from the previous year.  The City of Oakland ranked 8

th,  

Richmond came in at 11
th, 

 and St. Louis was the #1 most dangerous city.  
Religious and community leaders in Richmond pitched tents at four locations as 
part of a visible effort to stop the violence and take back dangerous streets.   

 

 

 



(Violence Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: December 30, 2006 (5:30-6:00PM) 

Length: 1:34 

Subject:    

This report discussed U.S. Justice Department figures that showed domestic 
violence had dropped more than 50% over the previous decade.  Local police 
investigators said they were surprised by the government’s new assessment of 
domestic violence.  Those who worked directly with the problem in Contra Costa 
County said they saw virtually no drop in the incidence of reports, just that fewer 
cases were being handled by law enforcement.  This was because there were 
more services available, and people would utilize them before calling the police.  
Some experts credited better police training for the drop. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: November 24, 2006 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:06 

Subject:    

This report covered a triple murder in Oakland and the arrest of two suspects 
after a hostage standoff with police.  Investigators said the violence was possibly 
due to a custody dispute, and what they called an ongoing disturbance.  A fourth 
intended victim escaped by jumping from a third floor window, and was 
hospitalized in stable condition.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

ABC 7 News provided several in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  These are examples:  

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: October 12, 2006 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:23 

Subject:    

This report discussed the multi-million dollar problem facing the state regarding 
the environmental disposal of batteries.  California became the first state in the 
nation to make it illegal to throw away household batteries in the garbage.  The 
state did not have a solution to the disposal problem, but was rather relying on 
the public to recycle their batteries.  Considered toxic waste, and too dangerous 
to put in a landfill, batteries posed a danger to the air and could leach into 
ground water.  The battery industry fought the ruling.  One group said there was 
no evidence that batteries posed any hazard when disposed in landfills.   

  

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 12, 2006 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:22 

Subject:    

This report looked at the growing trend of people paying for the service of a 
personal concierge.  In an ever growing world people had less time for getting 
things done and were trying to squeeze more hours out of the day.  They gladly 
paid between twenty five and fifty dollars per hour to have someone do their 
grocery shopping, laundry, or other errands.  An entrepreneur who started a 
concierge business three years before saw her business expand so much that 
she couldn’t take on more clients.  

   

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: November 23, 2006 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:48 

Subject:   

This report examined a new enzyme replacement therapy that showed noticeable 
changes in patients with Hunter Syndrome during clinical trials.  Children with the 
rare genetic disease suffered from a build-up of cells since they lacked an 
essential enzyme to break them up.  The therapy was a lifetime, weekly 
commitment, not a cure, but a beginning for patients without treatment options.  
The therapy was part of a drug study at Children’s Hospital in Oakland.     



(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: November 24, 2006 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:10 

Subject:    

This follow-up report profiled a nurse who started a home for patients living with 
Hunter’s Syndrome.  She was one of the nurses that administered enzyme therapy 
infusions during a clinical trial at Oakland’s Children Hospital.  Each patient who 
rented a room in the home discussed the benefits of their new housing 
arrangement.  

 

ASSIGNMENT SEVEN  

Date/Time: November 15, 2006 (5:00 – 5:30PM) 

Length: 2:33 

Subject:   

This report profiled a company that created biodegradable plastic from refined 
corn resin.  This was significant since there was plenty of plastic in landfills that 
wasn’t bio-degradable.  The company’s products were in everything from bedding 
and textiles to disposable plates and packaging.  Locally, MacAfee Coliseum in 
Oakland used cups made from the new plastic, and UC Berkeley used the 
materials in its dining halls.   The cost to produce products with the corn based 
plastic was the same as those made from petroleum. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: October 26, 2006 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:14 

Subject:    

This report explained how ballot Proposition 89 would change political campaign 
funding in California.  Sponsored by the California Nurses Association, the 
initiative would take away the influence of corporate money and establish a 
publicly funded grant system.  Candidates would get money from the state to run 
for office with the amount depending on the campaign.  The California Tax Payers 
Association opposed the initiative and said it would involve an increase in business 
taxes that would eventually trickle down to the consumer.  One expert in local and 
state politics said the initiative would not eliminate special interests. 

 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: October 5, 2006 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:30 

Subject:   

This report profiled a group of Bay Area breast cancer survivors and their 
supporters who trained and climbed to the summit of Mount Shasta.  Individual 
climbers explained their reasons behind taking part in the “Climb Against the 
Odds.”  Some climbed in honor of friends, others for wives, mothers and one 
doctor climbed with her patient.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: December 20, 2006 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:03 

Subject:   

This report looked into the growing holiday trend of people buying gifts that 
supported charities.  A marketing research survey showed that more than one-half 
of people planned to buy a product from a retailer to support a cause.  Many 
charities hoped to be part of the trend, and offered new ways that people could 
buy gift donations.  Florists offered customers a chance to send a bouquet to 
benefit charity. 


