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Quarterly Issues Programs List 

Stations: KATP-FM, KIXZ-AM, KMXJ-FM, KPRF-FM, KXSS-FM 

July 1, 2022 through September 30, 2022 
 

Section I. Issues 

The stations have identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 

A. A PARENT’S PLIGHT – A recent study came out about how the cost of living in Amarillo is 
significantly cheaper than the national average, yet more and more people here are having to 
seek out alternative methods to put food on the table and provide for their families. Amarillo has 
experienced more panhandling in the last 6-8 months due to families trying to pay for their rent 
or put dinner on the table.  

B. THE COST OF MORE FREQUENT WEATHER-RELATED DISASTERS – Amarillo is smack in 
the middle of the Texas Panhandle, and is also known as the windiest city on record in the 
country. Because of the open area around the city, Amarillo is always at risk (and experiences) 
severe storms that bring damaging hail and tornadoes. If one of these storms were to tear 
through the heart of Amarillo, there would be a major struggle in trying to rebuild due to lack of 
funds.   

C. THE WORSENING TEACHER SHORTAGE – Amarillo has seen the majority of kids go back to 
school at this point, and with the lack of teachers in the city, it’s resulting in bigger classrooms 
and less attention to each kid. The teacher shortage isn’t just affecting the traditional schools 
here. We’ve seen a big shortage in MDO and child care teaching programs as well. Finding 
qualified teachers willing to step back in a classroom has become a big issue.  

D. PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION: SEEING A RESURGENCE OR RUNNING ON EMPTY – Since 
the world has re-opened from the COVID pandemic, Amarillo City Transit has been offering free 
rides and no fares on their public transportation routes. They had been utilizing money from the 
CARES act to offer these rides. In that time, public transportation use was up a pretty significant 
amount. As of October 1 though, fares have been re-introduced. We are waiting to see if that will 
change the use of public transportation in the city.   

E. THE MENTAL HEALTH EPIDEMIC PLAGUING COLLEGIATE SPORTS – With one university 
and one college between Amarillo and Canyon, this is a hot button topic. Both West Texas A&M 
University and Amarillo College offer sports programs, and students are struggling with 
balancing school work, life and sports all at once. We have had shooting threats on the campus 
of WTAMU, not by an athlete, but the fear is that some of these student-athletes will have a 
breakdown due to the added pressure of performing in too many areas at once.  

Section II. Responsive Programs 

 

Viewpoints is a 30-minute program that runs on all five Amarillo stations every  
Sunday morning at 6:00 a.m. 

See attached program log for details. 

 
























































