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Quarterly Issues Programs List for WBKR

July 1st-September 30th, 2018

Section I. Issues.

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

A. Breast Cancer Awareness:  Increase awareness about and support programs in WBKR listening area 
that serve survivors of the disease and individuals currently battling breast cancer.  The cancer 
prevalence rate in the Ohio Valley continues to be astronomical and we need to be proactive in 
educating listeners about prevention and treatment.

B. Childhood Cancer Awareness:  Increase awareness about and support programs in the community 
that serve to raise awareness about childhood cancer and raise funds for research.  Specifically, we want 
to highlight St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.  We have dozens of local active and past patients who 
have survived because of St. Jude’s cutting edge research science.

C. The High Rate of Abandoned and Unadopted Pets in the Tristate: The WBKR listening area continues 
to have crisis amounts of pets surrendered to rescues and animal shelters.  

D. Homelessness:  There is a noted and seeming increase in the tristate’s homeless population.  Our goal 
is to educate members of that population about available services and to educate our listeners about 
volunteer opportunities and occurrence rate and subsequent issues in the community.

E. Childcare and Parent Education:  Because of our local community’s staggering frequency of reported 
child abuse cases (over 2500 in 2017 alone), we seek to promote and foster parent education in the 
WBKR listening area.  

F. Disability Awareness:  Increase awareness about programs in the area committed to serving our 
developmentally disabled population and programs.  Our goal . . . aiding in the improvement of life skills 
and well-being of our local disabled population.

Section II. Responsive Programs.

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above-referenced issues. 
Programmingdealing with each issue is set out below.

A. Breast Cancer Awareness:

Susan G. Komen Bowl for the Cure- Friday, July 6th, 8:20am. (3 minutes) WBKR is the media sponsor for 
the annual Komen Bowl for the Cure event in Owensboro, KY.  We interviewed board member Michelle 
Drawdy to discuss the event and area services funded by monies raised by participating teams.  



The Making Strides Yard Party- August 10th, 10am-2pm.  WBKR hosted a 4 hour yard party/awareness 
event for the American Cancer Society’s Making Strides event.  On hand was local ACS representative 
Anna Way, who was interviewed on air about the event and local programs funded by it.  Various 
volunteers were interviewed as well about their involvement and commitment to the mission.

B. Childhood Cancer Awareness:

Sweatin for St. Jude- Monday, September 10th. 5:30am- 6:30pm. (13 hours) WBKR’s annual Sweatin’ for 
St. Jude broadcast, which seeks to promote Childhood Cancer Awareness Month and raise awareness 
about the programs and mission of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.  WBKR morning show hosts 
Chad Benefield and Angel Welsh committed to 13 consecutive hours of boot camp at Edge Body Boot 
Camp and broadcast live during the event . . . interviewing community members, active St. Jude 
fundraisers and more.

C. The High Rate of Abandoned and Unadopted Pets

SPARKY Pet of the Week, July 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th, Aug 2nd, Aug 9th, August 16th, August 23rd, August 30th, 
September 6th, Sept 13th, Sept 20th and Sept 27th 8:40am.  Duration 3 to 4 minutes.  WBKR’s Chad 
Benefield and Angel Welsh host a weekly morning show segment called the SPARKY Pet of the Week.  
SPARKY stands for Saving Paws Animal Rescue of Kentucky.  Each segment highlights a pet that is 
currently up for adoption and seeking a forever home.  In each segment, we give the dog’s history, info 
about how he/she ended up in the SPARKY rescue . . . and provide details about the Death Row Dogs 
program through Daviess County Detention.  We also discuss the importance of spaying and neutering 
and we provide information about on-site adoption events at a variety of local retailers like Pet Smart 
and Pet Food Center.

D: Homelessness 

The Friends of Sinners Yard Party- 10am to 2pm.  WBKR hosted a 4-hour yard party/awareness event for 
Friends of Sinners, a local Christ-centered drug and alcohol abuse rehabilitation center that pulls addicts 
off the streets and provides them temporary housing while they seek counseling.  During the event, 
WBKR midday personality Barb Birgy interviewed the agency’s director, Joe Welsh, as well as former and 
current clients in treatment.  

The Boulware Mission “Dancing with Our Stars” Yard Party. 10am-2pm.  WBKR hosted a 4 hour yard 
party/awareness event for the Boulware Mission of Owensboro, which serves the homeless population 
and addict population in the tristate area.  Various representatives were interviewed on air about 
Boulware’s mission,, programs, clients and fundraising event.s

2:03 SEGMENT 1: HEALTHCARE AND THE HOMELESS 12:12 (Radio Health Journal)- Sunday, Sept 2nd



Synopsis: Homeless Americans have a life expectancy of only around 50,  and often use the ER for 
primary care at a huge cost. The lack of followup care for their illnesses and the mental health or 
substance abuse disorders common in this population add up to an enormous health burden. Experts 
discuss how doctors on the street can improve health for the homeless and lower cost for society.

Host: Reed Pence.

Guests: Dr. Jim Withers, Medical Director and Founder, Pittsburgh Mercy Health System Operation 
Safety Net and the Street Medicine Institute; Dr. Jim O'Connell, President Boston Healthcare for the 
Homeless Program and author,Stories from the Shadows: Reflections of a Street Doctor

Compliancy issues covered: homelessness; poverty; health care; public health; housing; substance use 
disorder; economic

E. Child Advocacy and Parent Education:

15:54 SEGMENT 2: VITAMIN D AND PRETERM BIRTHS 7:02 (Radio Health Journal)- Sunday, July 15th

Synopsis:  Premature births are increasing in the US, but a new study shows they could be cut drastically 
if  pregnant women increased blood levels of vitamin D. An expert discusses misconceptions about the 
vitamin, how it works and how it could be used to reduce infant mortality.

Host: Nancy Benson.

Guest: Karen Howard, Executive Director, Organic and Natural Health Association

Compliancy issues covered: consumerism; health care; public health; youth at risk; infant Mortality

15:48  SEGMENT 2: PTSD IN KIDS- (Radio Health Journal)  Sunday, July 22nd

7:08 Synopsis: Mental health experts once believed that children were too young to remember traumas 
well enough to suffer much from post-traumatic stress disorder. Now they know that children as young 
as 2 or 3 can be affected, often for the rest of their lives. An expert discusses 

PTSD in children and its treatment.

Host: Nancy Benson.

Guest: Dr. Michael Scheeringa, Prof. of Child Psychiatry and Assoc. Prof. of Clinical Pediatrics, Tulane 
Univ. School of Medicine

Compliancy issues covered:  youth at risk; mental health; family and parenting issues

The Green River District Health Department’s Oh Baby! Event- September 12th, 8:20am.  (3 minutes) 
WBKR morning show hosts Chad Benefield and Angel Welsh interviewed representatives from The 
Green River District Health Department about the annual Oh Baby event, which serves the educational 



needs of new and expecting parents.  In addition to discussing the event, we discussed various parent 
education programs involved and the multiple child welfare agencies here in the community.

F: Disability Awareness

The Puzzle Pieces Yard Party- July 27th, 10am to 2pm. WBKR hosted a 4-hour yard party/broadcast to 
promote services offered by Puzzle Pieces, an Owensboro-based advocacy group that provides day care 
facilities for students and adults with developmental disabilities.  The agency has also residential 
services and seeks to teach life skills to their clients and incorporate and include them into social and 
community events and activities.  Interviewed during the broadcast- Puzzle Pieces Executive Director 
Amanda Owen, board members and clients. 

2:02      SEGMENT 1: PREVENTING BULLYING OF KIDS WITH DISABILITIES 11:58 (RHL)- Sunday, August 
19th

Synopsis: Many children are bullied, especially in the middle school years, and many parents worry 
about their kids, especially if the  parents have experienced this themselves growing up. But kids with 
disabilities are about twice as likely to be victims as those without disabilities. Experts discuss the 
problem and provide specific how- to’s to educate parents and schools to work together to prevent 
bullying of these children.

Host: Reed Pence.

Guests: Barb Ziemke, Senior Advocate and Parent Trainer, Pacer Center and National No Bullying 
Prevention Center, Minneapolis; Jan Urbanski, Director, Safe and Humane Schools, Clemson Univ. 
Institute on Family and Neighborhood Life and Ol weus Bullying Prevention Program

Compliancy issues covered: disabilities; youth at risk; education; bullying; parenting issues; law


