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1 Education Issues 
 

The Huntington Way Show (THW) with Lenie de Castro and Yvonne Strachan discuss local 
community issues with regards to K-12 education 
Date Time Title Description 
6 Jan 10:00 – 10:30 EP 53 LaNissir 

James 
LaNissir James is a homeschooling mom of 
seven, a HSLDA high school consultant, and a 
speaker, LaNissir loves to encourage and 
support homeschool parents. She provides 
social, spiritual, academic, and supervisory 
support for families in local groups and 
encourages and equips homeschool graduates to 
transition into colleges, careers, and vocational 
schools. She also enjoys helping others as an 
independent Certified Coach, Teacher, Trainer, 
and Speaker with the John Maxwell Team. In her 
book, Mom's Manual, LaNissir inspires parents to 
create an organizational strategy to bring joy to 
the world's most important responsibility - 
Motherhood! 

6 Jan 10:30 – 11:00 EP 54 LaNissir 
James 

LaNissir James is a homeschooling mom of 
seven, a HSLDA high school consultant, and a 
speaker, LaNissir loves to encourage and 
support homeschool parents. She provides 
social, spiritual, academic, and supervisory 



support for families in local groups and 
encourages and equips homeschool graduates to 
transition into colleges, careers, and vocational 
schools. She also enjoys helping others as an 
independent Certified Coach, Teacher, Trainer, 
and Speaker with the John Maxwell Team. In her 
book, Mom's Manual, LaNissir inspires parents to 
create an organizational strategy to bring joy to 
the world's most important responsibility - 
Motherhood! 

6 Jan 13:00 – 13:30 EP 54 LaNissir 
James 

LaNissir James is a homeschooling mom of 
seven, a HSLDA high school consultant, and a 
speaker, LaNissir loves to encourage and 
support homeschool parents. She provides 
social, spiritual, academic, and supervisory 
support for families in local groups and 
encourages and equips homeschool graduates to 
transition into colleges, careers, and vocational 
schools. She also enjoys helping others as an 
independent Certified Coach, Teacher, Trainer, 
and Speaker with the John Maxwell Team. In her 
book, Mom's Manual, LaNissir inspires parents to 
create an organizational strategy to bring joy to 
the world's most important responsibility - 
Motherhood! 

6 Jan 13:30 – 14:00 EP 01 Ethan 
Gonzales 

Based in Colorado, USA, Ethan Gonzales has 
always been proud to share and express his 
identity and culture to people around him. 
Alongside martial arts and learning different 
languages such as Spanish and Korean, Ethan is 
an aspiring video-creator on YouTube, known on 
his several platforms as TheEthanGonzales.  

7 Jan 10:00 – 10:30 EP 32 Shawnalee 
Martinez 

After graduating from the University of Oklahoma, 
Shawnalee Martinez became passionate about 
helping people in her community. She strives to 
help in any way possible from coaching little 
league to volunteering with local youth groups. A 
native of the San Luis Valley, Shawnalee 
Martinez now resides in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado with her husband Anthony and their 4 
children where she currently serves her 
community as the outreach advocate for Rodeo 
Dental and Orthodontics. 

7 Jan 10:30 – 11:00 EP 53 LaNissir 
James 

LaNissir James is a homeschooling mom of 
seven, a HSLDA high school consultant, and a 
speaker, LaNissir loves to encourage and 



support homeschool parents. She provides 
social, spiritual, academic, and supervisory 
support for families in local groups and 
encourages and equips homeschool graduates to 
transition into colleges, careers, and vocational 
schools. She also enjoys helping others as an 
independent Certified Coach, Teacher, Trainer, 
and Speaker with the John Maxwell Team. In her 
book, Mom's Manual, LaNissir inspires parents to 
create an organizational strategy to bring joy to 
the world's most important responsibility - 
Motherhood! 

13 Jan 10:00 – 10:30 EP 55 Laura 
Kotrosa 

Laura started educating her children in 2009. She 
finds Charlotte Mason to be the most rewarding 
way of providing the atmosphere, the discipline, 
and the life that leads to a lifetime of joyful 
learning and appreciating all of God’s creation. 
Her background includes: curriculum 
development, creative lesson planning, multi-age 
classroom management, instruction in all 
subjects – including hands-on art, science, and 
math, progress assessment, performance 
coaching, organizing group field trips, service 
opportunities, extra-curricular activities, forming 
co-ops, teacher recruitment, scheduling, creating 
guidelines and policies, yearbook creation, 
conflict resolution, support group leadership, 
homeschool training, fundraising, photographing 
events, standardized testing, state homeschool 
convention workshop assistant and silent auction 
coordinator. She teaches Zoom classes based on 
the Charlotte Mason philosophy and methods 
and has produced An Edifying Education 
curriculum for families and is working on 
publishing a family night book.   

13 Jan 10:30 – 11:00 EP 05 Ben 
Honeycutt 

Benjamin Honeycutt is a Middle School 
Technology and STEAM Teacher at Woodland 
Park Middle School.  

13 Jan 13:00 – 13:30 EP 55 Laura 
Kotrosa 

Laura started educating her children in 2009. She 
finds Charlotte Mason to be the most rewarding 
way of providing the atmosphere, the discipline, 
and the life that leads to a lifetime of joyful 
learning and appreciating all of God’s creation. 
Her background includes: curriculum 
development, creative lesson planning, multi-age 
classroom management, instruction in all 



subjects – including hands-on art, science, and 
math, progress assessment, performance 
coaching, organizing group field trips, service 
opportunities, extra-curricular activities, forming 
co-ops, teacher recruitment, scheduling, creating 
guidelines and policies, yearbook creation, 
conflict resolution, support group leadership, 
homeschool training, fundraising, photographing 
events, standardized testing, state homeschool 
convention workshop assistant and silent auction 
coordinator. She teaches Zoom classes based on 
the Charlotte Mason philosophy and methods 
and has produced An Edifying Education 
curriculum for families and is working on 
publishing a family night book. 

13 Jan 13:30 – 14:00 EP 06 Lenie de 
Castro 

Lenie de Castro has been a school teacher in the 
Philippines, Child Development Lead for the US 
Air Force’s Child Development Center and the 
owner of Huntington Learning Center Colorado 
Springs 

14 Jan 10:00 – 10:30 EP 55 Laura 
Kotrosa 

Laura started educating her children in 2009. She 
finds Charlotte Mason to be the most rewarding 
way of providing the atmosphere, the discipline, 
and the life that leads to a lifetime of joyful 
learning and appreciating all of God’s creation. 
Her background includes: curriculum 
development, creative lesson planning, multi-age 
classroom management, instruction in all 
subjects – including hands-on art, science, and 
math, progress assessment, performance 
coaching, organizing group field trips, service 
opportunities, extra-curricular activities, forming 
co-ops, teacher recruitment, scheduling, creating 
guidelines and policies, yearbook creation, 
conflict resolution, support group leadership, 
homeschool training, fundraising, photographing 
events, standardized testing, state homeschool 
convention workshop assistant and silent auction 
coordinator. She teaches Zoom classes based on 
the Charlotte Mason philosophy and methods 
and has produced An Edifying Education 
curriculum for families and is working on 
publishing a family night book. 

14 Jan 10:30 – 11:00 EP 07 Steve 
Schuck 

Steve Schuck’s career resume reads more like 
an adventure, a mission to succeed and to lead. 



Steve talks about how our schools are failing are 
children. 

20 Jan 10:00 – 10:30 EP 55 Laura 
Kotrosa 

Laura started educating her children in 2009. She 
finds Charlotte Mason to be the most rewarding 
way of providing the atmosphere, the discipline, 
and the life that leads to a lifetime of joyful 
learning and appreciating all of God’s creation. 
Her background includes: curriculum 
development, creative lesson planning, multi-age 
classroom management, instruction in all 
subjects – including hands-on art, science, and 
math, progress assessment, performance 
coaching, organizing group field trips, service 
opportunities, extra-curricular activities, forming 
co-ops, teacher recruitment, scheduling, creating 
guidelines and policies, yearbook creation, 
conflict resolution, support group leadership, 
homeschool training, fundraising, photographing 
events, standardized testing, state homeschool 
convention workshop assistant and silent auction 
coordinator. She teaches Zoom classes based on 
the Charlotte Mason philosophy and methods 
and has produced An Edifying Education 
curriculum for families and is working on 
publishing a family night book. 

20 Jan 10:30 – 11:00 EP 08 Jenna 
Hinkle 

Jenna is the Assistant Director of Development 
for Alpenglow Music Program is an organization 
of small ensembles providing affordable and 
flexible music education to students of all ages 
and skill levels.  

20 Jan 13:00 – 13:30 EP 55 Laura 
Kotrosa 

Laura started educating her children in 2009. She 
finds Charlotte Mason to be the most rewarding 
way of providing the atmosphere, the discipline, 
and the life that leads to a lifetime of joyful 
learning and appreciating all of God’s creation. 
Her background includes: curriculum 
development, creative lesson planning, multi-age 
classroom management, instruction in all 
subjects – including hands-on art, science, and 
math, progress assessment, performance 
coaching, organizing group field trips, service 
opportunities, extra-curricular activities, forming 
co-ops, teacher recruitment, scheduling, creating 
guidelines and policies, yearbook creation, 
conflict resolution, support group leadership, 
homeschool training, fundraising, photographing 



events, standardized testing, state homeschool 
convention workshop assistant and silent auction 
coordinator. She teaches Zoom classes based on 
the Charlotte Mason philosophy and methods 
and has produced An Edifying Education 
curriculum for families and is working on 
publishing a family night book. 

20 Jan 13:30 – 14:00 EP 09 Jenna 
Hinkle 

Jenna is the Assistant Director of Development 
for Alpenglow Music Program is an organization 
of small ensembles providing affordable and 
flexible music education to students of all ages 
and skill levels.  

21 Jan 10:00 – 10:30 EP 55 Laura 
Kotrosa 

Laura started educating her children in 2009. She 
finds Charlotte Mason to be the most rewarding 
way of providing the atmosphere, the discipline, 
and the life that leads to a lifetime of joyful 
learning and appreciating all of God’s creation. 
Her background includes: curriculum 
development, creative lesson planning, multi-age 
classroom management, instruction in all 
subjects – including hands-on art, science, and 
math, progress assessment, performance 
coaching, organizing group field trips, service 
opportunities, extra-curricular activities, forming 
co-ops, teacher recruitment, scheduling, creating 
guidelines and policies, yearbook creation, 
conflict resolution, support group leadership, 
homeschool training, fundraising, photographing 
events, standardized testing, state homeschool 
convention workshop assistant and silent auction 
coordinator. She teaches Zoom classes based on 
the Charlotte Mason philosophy and methods 
and has produced An Edifying Education 
curriculum for families and is working on 
publishing a family night book. 

21 Jan 10:30 – 11:00 EP 10 Yvonne 
Strachman 

Yvonne is the author of Inspirational 
Homeschooling. Her work has been published In 
Christian Home Educators of Colorado’s Update 
Magazine and the book, "Just Like You: A 
Collection of Homeschool Journeys" from 
HomeWorks by Precept. She also writes blog 
posts for HomeschoolHelp.com, the Christian 
Home Educators of Colorado (CHEC) blog, 
MyHomeschoolHub.com. and 
InspirationalHomeschooling.com. 



27 Jan 10:00 – 10:30 EP 55 Laura 
Kotrosa 

Laura started educating her children in 2009. She 
finds Charlotte Mason to be the most rewarding 
way of providing the atmosphere, the discipline, 
and the life that leads to a lifetime of joyful 
learning and appreciating all of God’s creation. 
Her background includes: curriculum 
development, creative lesson planning, multi-age 
classroom management, instruction in all 
subjects – including hands-on art, science, and 
math, progress assessment, performance 
coaching, organizing group field trips, service 
opportunities, extra-curricular activities, forming 
co-ops, teacher recruitment, scheduling, creating 
guidelines and policies, yearbook creation, 
conflict resolution, support group leadership, 
homeschool training, fundraising, photographing 
events, standardized testing, state homeschool 
convention workshop assistant and silent auction 
coordinator. She teaches Zoom classes based on 
the Charlotte Mason philosophy and methods 
and has produced An Edifying Education 
curriculum for families and is working on 
publishing a family night book. 

27 Jan 10:30 – 11:00 EP 11 David 
Hamby 

Mr. Hamby holds a Master of Education in 
Educational Leadership from Troy State 
University and a Bachelor of Science in Electrical 
Engineering from the US Air Force Academy. He 
spent over 22 years as a Combat Search and 
Rescue Helicopter Pilot serving all over the world 
to include living in Iceland and Japan (Okinawa), 
as well as deployments to South Korea, Turkey, 
Qatar and combat tours in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
Mr. Hamby retired from the Air Force in 2013 with 
over 2,300 flying hours in nine different aircraft 
and received many military awards and 
decorations to include the Meritorious Service 
Medal, Combat Action Ribbon and Bronze Star 
Medal. He completed his certification to teach 
both middle and high school math classes in 
2016 and has taught Algebra 1, Algebra II, 
Geometry, Pre-Calculus, Probability & Statistics, 
and AP Probability & Statistics. Mr. Hamby 
currently works at the Huntington Learning 
Center in Colorado Springs as a tutor for 
ACT/SAT math test preparation and help with 
homework in different math subjects. He enjoys 



sports (he has coached recreational soccer and 
middle school track & field and soccer), reading, 
movies, music, flying, and spending time with his 
family. 

27 Jan 13:00 – 13:30 EP 55 Laura 
Kotrosa 

Laura started educating her children in 2009. She 
finds Charlotte Mason to be the most rewarding 
way of providing the atmosphere, the discipline, 
and the life that leads to a lifetime of joyful 
learning and appreciating all of God’s creation. 
Her background includes: curriculum 
development, creative lesson planning, multi-age 
classroom management, instruction in all 
subjects – including hands-on art, science, and 
math, progress assessment, performance 
coaching, organizing group field trips, service 
opportunities, extra-curricular activities, forming 
co-ops, teacher recruitment, scheduling, creating 
guidelines and policies, yearbook creation, 
conflict resolution, support group leadership, 
homeschool training, fundraising, photographing 
events, standardized testing, state homeschool 
convention workshop assistant and silent auction 
coordinator. She teaches Zoom classes based on 
the Charlotte Mason philosophy and methods 
and has produced An Edifying Education 
curriculum for families and is working on 
publishing a family night book. 

27 Jan 13:30 – 14:00 EP 13 Dr Margaret Dr. Margaret B. Wright, President/CEO of 
Collaborative Educational Supportive Services, 
LLC (CESS, LLC) in Pueblo, is an author, an 
education advocate/consultant/; a Formational 
Prayer Counselor; a Colorado Certified Addiction 
Specialist; a Competency Restoration Education 
Provider; an ordained minister of the gospel; and 
a professional performing artist. She holds a PhD 
in educational research and policy analysis with a 
concentration in curriculum and instruction; a 
MSA in School Administration and a BA and MFA 
in Theatre Arts. She is a graduate of the 
certificate program in formational prayer (Terry 
Wardle’s) from Ashland Theological Seminary in 
Ashland, Ohio and the certificate program in 
theology from the Interdenominational 
Theological Center in Atlanta, Georgia. She 
currently serves as the CEO of CESS, LLC; 
Exec. Dir/Consultant with Pueblo Empowerment 



Community Development Corporation; and co-
founder/apostle of Pueblo Center of Worship and 
Empowerment. 

28 Jan 10:00 – 10:30 EP 55 Laura 
Kotrosa 

Laura started educating her children in 2009. She 
finds Charlotte Mason to be the most rewarding 
way of providing the atmosphere, the discipline, 
and the life that leads to a lifetime of joyful 
learning and appreciating all of God’s creation. 
Her background includes: curriculum 
development, creative lesson planning, multi-age 
classroom management, instruction in all 
subjects – including hands-on art, science, and 
math, progress assessment, performance 
coaching, organizing group field trips, service 
opportunities, extra-curricular activities, forming 
co-ops, teacher recruitment, scheduling, creating 
guidelines and policies, yearbook creation, 
conflict resolution, support group leadership, 
homeschool training, fundraising, photographing 
events, standardized testing, state homeschool 
convention workshop assistant and silent auction 
coordinator. She teaches Zoom classes based on 
the Charlotte Mason philosophy and methods 
and has produced An Edifying Education 
curriculum for families and is working on 
publishing a family night book. 

28 Jan 10:30 – 11:00 EP 12 Sarah Knox Sarah has a career spanning more than 20 years 
and a variety of educational roles including 
classroom teacher, early childhood education, 
paraeducator, and STEM instructor. She has a 
bachelor's degree in History, and Elementary 
Teaching post-grad certification, and a Master's 
in Education Curriculum and Instruction. Sarah is 
passionate about bringing the love of STEM to 
youth of all ages and backgrounds. 
After moving back and forth between the USA 
and Europe several times as an Air Force 
spouse, her family settled in Colorado Springs in 
2014. She taught 5th grade for two years in D11, 
bringing her students to STARBASE both years 
before joining the STARBASE team as a full time 
instructor in 2017. In October 2021 Sarah moved 
into the role of Director where she continues to 
share the "hands-on/minds-on" STARBASE 
program with students throughout the Colorado 
Springs area. 



3 Feb 10:00 – 10:30 EP 55 Laura 
Kotrosa 

Laura started educating her children in 2009. She 
finds Charlotte Mason to be the most rewarding 
way of providing the atmosphere, the discipline, 
and the life that leads to a lifetime of joyful 
learning and appreciating all of God’s creation. 
Her background includes: curriculum 
development, creative lesson planning, multi-age 
classroom management, instruction in all 
subjects – including hands-on art, science, and 
math, progress assessment, performance 
coaching, organizing group field trips, service 
opportunities, extra-curricular activities, forming 
co-ops, teacher recruitment, scheduling, creating 
guidelines and policies, yearbook creation, 
conflict resolution, support group leadership, 
homeschool training, fundraising, photographing 
events, standardized testing, state homeschool 
convention workshop assistant and silent auction 
coordinator. She teaches Zoom classes based on 
the Charlotte Mason philosophy and methods 
and has produced An Edifying Education 
curriculum for families and is working on 
publishing a family night book. 

3 Feb 10:30 – 11:00 EP 14 Abbie 
Holman & Theresa 
Klinitski 

Abbie Kohlman currently serves as the Program 
Support Specialist for the Pikes Peak Business 
and Education Alliance (PPBEA).  
Theresa Klinitski, Operations Manager and 
Education Coordinator with the Pikes Peak 
Business and Education Alliance (PPBEA).   

3 Feb 13:00 – 13:30 EP 55 Laura 
Kotrosa 

Laura started educating her children in 2009. She 
finds Charlotte Mason to be the most rewarding 
way of providing the atmosphere, the discipline, 
and the life that leads to a lifetime of joyful 
learning and appreciating all of God’s creation. 
Her background includes: curriculum 
development, creative lesson planning, multi-age 
classroom management, instruction in all 
subjects – including hands-on art, science, and 
math, progress assessment, performance 
coaching, organizing group field trips, service 
opportunities, extra-curricular activities, forming 
co-ops, teacher recruitment, scheduling, creating 
guidelines and policies, yearbook creation, 
conflict resolution, support group leadership, 
homeschool training, fundraising, photographing 
events, standardized testing, state homeschool 



convention workshop assistant and silent auction 
coordinator. She teaches Zoom classes based on 
the Charlotte Mason philosophy and methods 
and has produced An Edifying Education 
curriculum for families and is working on 
publishing a family night book. 

3 Feb 13:30 – 14:00 EP 15 Yvonne 
Strachan 

While homeschooling five children over the past 
thirteen years, Yvonne has overcome many 
challenges; she teaches multiple children, a 
special needs child, and high school students 
while dealing with chronic illness, providing care 
for a parent, and working. Being uniquely 
equipped through her experiences, Yvonne 
guides and encourages homeschool parents by 
consulting with homeschool families and 
speaking at homeschool conventions and for 
homeschool groups nationwide. Yvonne is the 
author of Inspirational Homeschooling. Her work 
has been published In Christian Home Educators 
of Colorado’s Update Magazine and the book, 
"Just Like You: A Collection of Homeschool 
Journeys" from HomeWorks by Precept. She also 
writes blog posts for HomeschoolHelp.com, the 
Christian Home Educators of Colorado (CHEC) 
blog, MyHomeschoolHub.com. and 
InspirationalHomeschooling.com. Yvonne resides 
in Colorado Springs with her five children and 
husband of twenty-five years. 

4 Feb 10:00 – 10:30 EP 55 Laura 
Kotrosa 

Laura started educating her children in 2009. She 
finds Charlotte Mason to be the most rewarding 
way of providing the atmosphere, the discipline, 
and the life that leads to a lifetime of joyful 
learning and appreciating all of God’s creation. 
Her background includes: curriculum 
development, creative lesson planning, multi-age 
classroom management, instruction in all 
subjects – including hands-on art, science, and 
math, progress assessment, performance 
coaching, organizing group field trips, service 
opportunities, extra-curricular activities, forming 
co-ops, teacher recruitment, scheduling, creating 
guidelines and policies, yearbook creation, 
conflict resolution, support group leadership, 
homeschool training, fundraising, photographing 
events, standardized testing, state homeschool 
convention workshop assistant and silent auction 



coordinator. She teaches Zoom classes based on 
the Charlotte Mason philosophy and methods 
and has produced An Edifying Education 
curriculum for families and is working on 
publishing a family night book. 

4 Feb 10:30 – 11:00 EP 16 Marsha 
Brower 

Marsha Brower started playing instruments at 
age three and has never stopped. Though 
teaching music was not her career goal, her 
interest in and enjoyment of music guided her 
passion to teach music to others. She taught 
music classes in school and offered private 
lessons, growing in knowledge as she prepared 
for and taught each class. She began teaching 
music to students in homeschool co-ops and 
enrichment programs. As an assistant for two 
homeschool band programs her understanding of 
music instruction grew. When the instructors for 
these programs could no longer teach, she 
picked up the baton and carried on. Hence, 
Colorado Homeschool Music was born. 

10 Feb 10:00 – 10:30 EP 56 LaNissir 
James 

LaNissir James is a homeschooling mom of 
seven, a HSLDA high school consultant, and a 
speaker, LaNissir loves to encourage and 
support homeschool parents. She provides 
social, spiritual, academic, and supervisory 
support for families in local groups and 
encourages and equips homeschool graduates to 
transition into colleges, careers, and vocational 
schools. She also enjoys helping others as an 
independent Certified Coach, Teacher, Trainer, 
and Speaker with the John Maxwell Team. In her 
book, Mom's Manual, LaNissir inspires parents to 
create an organizational strategy to bring joy to 
the world's most important responsibility - 
Motherhood! 

10 Feb 10:30 – 11:00 EP 17 Deborah 
Randall 

Deborah Randall is a homeschooling parent of 14 
years and a Colorado Licensed Educator with an 
elementary education degree. She taught in the 
public classroom setting in Tulsa, OK for eight 
years. While homeschooling her two daughters 
over the past 14 years in Colorado, she has 
taught in homeschool co-ops. During the last 10 
years, she has assisted Colorado families in the 
evaluation and testing process for 
homeschooling. Deborah enjoys learning about 
an individual’s passions in their learning. She 



would be honored to discuss various options 
and/or assist your family in the Colorado home-
based education evaluation process. 

10 Feb 13:00 – 13:30 EP 56 LaNissir 
James 

LaNissir James is a homeschooling mom of 
seven, a HSLDA high school consultant, and a 
speaker, LaNissir loves to encourage and 
support homeschool parents. She provides 
social, spiritual, academic, and supervisory 
support for families in local groups and 
encourages and equips homeschool graduates to 
transition into colleges, careers, and vocational 
schools. She also enjoys helping others as an 
independent Certified Coach, Teacher, Trainer, 
and Speaker with the John Maxwell Team. In her 
book, Mom's Manual, LaNissir inspires parents to 
create an organizational strategy to bring joy to 
the world's most important responsibility - 
Motherhood! 

10 Feb 13:30 – 14:00 EP 18 Mark Hyatt Mark Hyatt, founder and CEO of Falcon AeroLab.  
Mark served as a fighter pilot squadron 
commander in the Air Force, advisor to Secretary 
of Defense and the past two White House 
Administrations on school choice, safety, social 
climate and culture issues. He’s also served as 
Vice Commandant at the USAF Academy, 
Director of their Center for Character and 
Leadership Development, President of the largest 
charter school in Colorado, The Classical 
Academy, and Executive Director of the Charter 
School Institute in Denver. He’s testified at the 
Colorado Legislature to keep partial funding to 
public schools for home school students.  
Mark’s journey through the education industry 
combined with his wife, Debbie’s, experience 
advocating for youth brought them to the 
realization that children thrive when education is 
tailored to their needs and interests. Together, 
they founded Falcon AeroLab. 

11 Feb 10:00 – 10:30 EP 56 LaNissir 
James 

LaNissir James is a homeschooling mom of 
seven, a HSLDA high school consultant, and a 
speaker, LaNissir loves to encourage and 
support homeschool parents. She provides 
social, spiritual, academic, and supervisory 
support for families in local groups and 
encourages and equips homeschool graduates to 
transition into colleges, careers, and vocational 



schools. She also enjoys helping others as an 
independent Certified Coach, Teacher, Trainer, 
and Speaker with the John Maxwell Team. In her 
book, Mom's Manual, LaNissir inspires parents to 
create an organizational strategy to bring joy to 
the world's most important responsibility - 
Motherhood! 

11 Feb 10:30 – 11:00 EP 20 Hudson 
Puhek 

Hudson Puhek has competed with Homeschool 
Science Colorado for seven years, serving as 
team captain for the past two seasons. 
Competing in every category of science and 
engineering from optics and astronomy to 
genetics and ornithology, Hudson has earned 
more than 50 regional, state, and national level 
medals. After graduating from homeschool in 
2023, he will study aerospace engineering in 
college. 

17 Feb 10:00 – 10:30 EP 57 Garrett 
Thiesen 

Garrett Thiesen was homeschooled from the 
start. During his homeschool years, he was 
involved at his church. He also held several lead 
roles throughout his time acting in front of 
hundreds of people in fifteen separate plays! He 
has been active in his local Civil Air Patrol 
squadron which has grown his leadership 
capabilities. Civil Air Patrol also opened doors to 
travel and serve at the EAA Airshow in Wisconsin 
and learn at the Civic Leadership Academy in 
Washington D.C. He is looking forward to visiting 
Australia through the International Air Cadet 
Exchange this summer. Civil Air Patrol also 
equipped Garrett with knowledge which 
contributed to his interest in flying. Garrett 
graduated high school with dual credits and is 
looking forward to pursuing his career as a pilot 
by attending and graduating from the United 
Aviate Academy.  

17 Feb 10:30 – 11:00 EP 24 Sara Hurley Sara Hurley teaches her four children at home, 
surrounded by their 70 acre family farm in 
southeast Colorado. She is dedicated to bringing 
educational opportunities to rural Colorado 
homeschool students and is passionate about 
innovation in education. Sara also grew 
passionate about the Falcon AeroLab program as 
her children began to attend. Therefore, she 
asked what she could do to help the Falcon 
AeroLab program grow and be around to serve 



future generations. She has been working hard to 
minister to families through Falcon AeroLab ever 
since! 

17 Feb 13:00 – 13:30 EP 57 Garrett 
Thiesen 

Garrett Thiesen was homeschooled from the 
start. During his homeschool years, he was 
involved at his church. He also held several lead 
roles throughout his time acting in front of 
hundreds of people in fifteen separate plays! He 
has been active in his local Civil Air Patrol 
squadron which has grown his leadership 
capabilities. Civil Air Patrol also opened doors to 
travel and serve at the EAA Airshow in Wisconsin 
and learn at the Civic Leadership Academy in 
Washington D.C. He is looking forward to visiting 
Australia through the International Air Cadet 
Exchange this summer. Civil Air Patrol also 
equipped Garrett with knowledge which 
contributed to his interest in flying. Garrett 
graduated high school with dual credits and is 
looking forward to pursuing his career as a pilot 
by attending and graduating from the United 
Aviate Academy.  

17 Feb 13:30 – 14:00 EP 25 Sara Hurley Sara Hurley teaches her four children at home, 
surrounded by their 70 acre family farm in 
southeast Colorado. She is dedicated to bringing 
educational opportunities to rural Colorado 
homeschool students and is passionate about 
innovation in education. Sara also grew 
passionate about the Falcon AeroLab program as 
her children began to attend. Therefore, she 
asked what she could do to help the Falcon 
AeroLab program grow and be around to serve 
future generations. She has been working hard to 
minister to families through Falcon AeroLab ever 
since! 

18 Feb 10:00 – 10:30 EP 57 Garrett 
Thiesen 

Garrett Thiesen was homeschooled from the 
start. During his homeschool years, he was 
involved at his church. He also held several lead 
roles throughout his time acting in front of 
hundreds of people in fifteen separate plays! He 
has been active in his local Civil Air Patrol 
squadron which has grown his leadership 
capabilities. Civil Air Patrol also opened doors to 
travel and serve at the EAA Airshow in Wisconsin 
and learn at the Civic Leadership Academy in 
Washington D.C. He is looking forward to visiting 



Australia through the International Air Cadet 
Exchange this summer. Civil Air Patrol also 
equipped Garrett with knowledge which 
contributed to his interest in flying. Garrett 
graduated high school with dual credits and is 
looking forward to pursuing his career as a pilot 
by attending and graduating from the United 
Aviate Academy.  

18 Feb 10:30 – 11:00 EP 26 Barb West Barbara West started homeschooling the oldest 
of their 5 children in 1988. She has experience 
homeschooling in seven states and overseas. In 
addition to homeschooling, Barbara has been a 
speaker at homeschool conferences in the U.S. 
and abroad. She has written articles and 
devotions for several homeschool publications. 
Barbara also manages the Facebook page, 
“Homeschooling Colorado.” She currently serves 
on the board of the Global Home Education 
Exchange, promoting the parental right to 
homeschool around the globe. Familiar with 
serving through and creating homeschool 
support groups and co-ops, Barbara and her 
husband, Bruce, serve local homeschool families 
through the Colorado Springs Homeschool 
Sports League. 

24 Feb 10:00 – 10:30 EP 58 Garrett 
Thiesen 

Garrett Thiesen was homeschooled from the 
start. During his homeschool years, he was 
involved at his church. He also held several lead 
roles throughout his time acting in front of 
hundreds of people in fifteen separate plays! He 
has been active in his local Civil Air Patrol 
squadron which has grown his leadership 
capabilities. Civil Air Patrol also opened doors to 
travel and serve at the EAA Airshow in Wisconsin 
and learn at the Civic Leadership Academy in 
Washington D.C. He is looking forward to visiting 
Australia through the International Air Cadet 
Exchange this summer. Civil Air Patrol also 
equipped Garrett with knowledge which 
contributed to his interest in flying. Garrett 
graduated high school with dual credits and is 
looking forward to pursuing his career as a pilot 
by attending and graduating from the United 
Aviate Academy.  

24 Feb 10:30 – 11:00 EP 27 Barb West Barbara West started homeschooling the oldest 
of their 5 children in 1988. She has experience 



homeschooling in seven states and overseas. In 
addition to homeschooling, Barbara has been a 
speaker at homeschool conferences in the U.S. 
and abroad. She has written articles and 
devotions for several homeschool publications. 
Barbara also manages the Facebook page, 
“Homeschooling Colorado.” She currently serves 
on the board of the Global Home Education 
Exchange, promoting the parental right to 
homeschool around the globe. Familiar with 
serving through and creating homeschool 
support groups and co-ops, Barbara and her 
husband, Bruce, serve local homeschool families 
through the Colorado Springs Homeschool 
Sports League. 

24 Feb 13:00 – 13:30 EP 57 Garrett 
Thiesen 

Garrett Thiesen was homeschooled from the 
start. During his homeschool years, he was 
involved at his church. He also held several lead 
roles throughout his time acting in front of 
hundreds of people in fifteen separate plays! He 
has been active in his local Civil Air Patrol 
squadron which has grown his leadership 
capabilities. Civil Air Patrol also opened doors to 
travel and serve at the EAA Airshow in Wisconsin 
and learn at the Civic Leadership Academy in 
Washington D.C. He is looking forward to visiting 
Australia through the International Air Cadet 
Exchange this summer. Civil Air Patrol also 
equipped Garrett with knowledge which 
contributed to his interest in flying. Garrett 
graduated high school with dual credits and is 
looking forward to pursuing his career as a pilot 
by attending and graduating from the United 
Aviate Academy.  

24 Feb 13:30 – 14:00 EP 28 Deborah 
Wuehler 

Deborah Wuehler is the Senior Editor of The Old 
Schoolhouse® Magazine, wife to Richard, and 
homeschool mom of eight for over 20 years. She 
also speaks at homeschool conventions and for 
homeschool groups nationwide. Deborah’s 
passion is to encourage homeschool families to 
keep their focus on Christ and His Word, and to 
keep their children home . . . where they belong! 

25 Feb 10:00 – 10:30 EP 58 Garrett 
Thiesen 

Garrett Thiesen was homeschooled from the 
start. During his homeschool years, he was 
involved at his church. He also held several lead 
roles throughout his time acting in front of 



hundreds of people in fifteen separate plays! He 
has been active in his local Civil Air Patrol 
squadron which has grown his leadership 
capabilities. Civil Air Patrol also opened doors to 
travel and serve at the EAA Airshow in Wisconsin 
and learn at the Civic Leadership Academy in 
Washington D.C. He is looking forward to visiting 
Australia through the International Air Cadet 
Exchange this summer. Civil Air Patrol also 
equipped Garrett with knowledge which 
contributed to his interest in flying. Garrett 
graduated high school with dual credits and is 
looking forward to pursuing his career as a pilot 
by attending and graduating from the United 
Aviate Academy.  

25 Feb 10:30 – 11:00 EP 29 Deborah 
Wuehler 

Deborah Wuehler is the Senior Editor of The Old 
Schoolhouse® Magazine, wife to Richard, and 
homeschool mom of eight for over 20 years. She 
also speaks at homeschool conventions and for 
homeschool groups nationwide. Deborah’s 
passion is to encourage homeschool families to 
keep their focus on Christ and His Word, and to 
keep their children home . . . where they belong! 

2 Mar 10:00 – 10:30 EP 59 Carolyn 
Martin 

Carolyn Martin is the Director of Public Relations 
for Christian Home Educators of Colorado 
(CHEC). Her passion and aim is to help keep our 
homeschooling freedoms intact in Colorado. 
Carolyn also works to uphold our parental rights 
and religious freedom. She works with legislative 
issues at the capital and keeps us parents 
updated regularly. 

2 Mar 10:30 – 11:00 EP 30 Shari 
McMinn 

Shari McMinn is a mom of 11. Having graduated 
from 28 years of homeschool teaching, she 
focuses on her work as a professional editor, 
author, blogger, and speaker. She also serves as 
the advertising manager for Christian Home 
Educators of Colorado (CHEC), the editor for 
CHEC’s Homeschool Update magazine and the 
Exhibitor and Sponsor chair for CHEC’s annual 
in-person Rocky Mountain Homeschool 
Conference and Homeschool Summits biannual 
virtual events. After 45 years of life in Colorado, 
she now resides in the Fort Myers, Florida area, 
working remotely for CHEC and writing her 
compelling, non-fiction Christian worldview 
books. 



2 Mar 13:00 – 13:30 EP 59 Carolyn 
Martin 

Carolyn Martin is the Director of Public Relations 
for Christian Home Educators of Colorado 
(CHEC). Her passion and aim is to help keep our 
homeschooling freedoms intact in Colorado. 
Carolyn also works to uphold our parental rights 
and religious freedom. She works with legislative 
issues at the capital and keeps us parents 
updated regularly. 

2 Mar 13:30 – 14:00 EP 31 Shari 
McMinn 

Shari McMinn is a mom of 11. Having graduated 
from 28 years of homeschool teaching, she 
focuses on her work as a professional editor, 
author, blogger, and speaker. She also serves as 
the advertising manager for Christian Home 
Educators of Colorado (CHEC), the editor for 
CHEC’s Homeschool Update magazine and the 
Exhibitor and Sponsor chair for CHEC’s annual 
in-person Rocky Mountain Homeschool 
Conference and Homeschool Summits biannual 
virtual events. After 45 years of life in Colorado, 
she now resides in the Fort Myers, Florida area, 
working remotely for CHEC and writing her 
compelling, non-fiction Christian worldview 
books. 

3 Mar 10:00 – 10:30 EP 59 Carolyn 
Martin 

Carolyn Martin is the Director of Public Relations 
for Christian Home Educators of Colorado 
(CHEC). Her passion and aim is to help keep our 
homeschooling freedoms intact in Colorado. 
Carolyn also works to uphold our parental rights 
and religious freedom. She works with legislative 
issues at the capital and keeps us parents 
updated regularly. 

3 Mar 10:30 – 11:00 EP 32 Shawnalee 
Martinez 

After graduating from the University of Oklahoma, 
Shawnalee Martinez became passionate about 
helping people in her community. She strives to 
help in any way possible from coaching little 
league to volunteering with local youth groups. A 
native of the San Luis Valley, Shawnalee 
Martinez now resides in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado with her husband Anthony and their 4 
children where she currently serves her 
community as the outreach advocate for Rodeo 
Dental and Orthodontics. 

9 Mar 10:00 – 10:30 EP 60 Kevin 
McConnel 

Kevin McConnell is the director of PALS 
coordinates with schools, hiring and ongoing 
training of chess coaches and positioning PALS 
for new opportunities and growth. 



9 Mar 10:30 – 11:00 EP 34 Cory Scott Corey Scott founded one of the largest privately 
funded faith-based homeschool music, arts, and 
enrichment programs in Colorado, serving 50+ 
families and 150+ students across the Colorado 
Front Range since 2020. The successes and 
failures they have experienced while raising and 
homeschooling six children give Corey and Helen 
unique perspectives on business, 
entrepreneurship, and family life. 

9 Mar 13:00 – 13:30 EP 60 Kevin 
McConnel 

Kevin McConnell is the director of PALS 
coordinates with schools, hiring and ongoing 
training of chess coaches and positioning PALS 
for new opportunities and growth. 

9 Mar 13:30 – 14:00 EP 35 Carolyn 
Martin 

Carolyn Martin is the Director of Public Relations 
for Christian Home Educators of Colorado 
(CHEC). Her passion and aim is to help keep our 
homeschooling freedoms intact in Colorado. 
Carolyn also works to uphold our parental rights 
and religious freedom. She works with legislative 
issues at the capital and keeps us parents 
updated regularly. 

10 Mar 10:00 – 10:30 EP 60 Kevin 
McConnel 

Kevin McConnell is the director of PALS 
coordinates with schools, hiring and ongoing 
training of chess coaches and positioning PALS 
for new opportunities and growth. 

10 Mar 10:30 – 11:00 EP 36 Carolyn 
Martin 

Carolyn Martin is the Director of Public Relations 
for Christian Home Educators of Colorado 
(CHEC). Her passion and aim is to help keep our 
homeschooling freedoms intact in Colorado. 
Carolyn also works to uphold our parental rights 
and religious freedom. She works with legislative 
issues at the capital and keeps us parents 
updated regularly. 

16 Mar 10:00 – 10:30 EP 60 Kevin 
McConnel 

Kevin McConnell is the director of PALS 
coordinates with schools, hiring and ongoing 
training of chess coaches and positioning PALS 
for new opportunities and growth. 

16 Mar 10:30 – 11:00 EP 37 Kevin 
Swanson 

Kevin Swanson has 55 years of experience in the 
homeschooling movement. First being 
homeschooled himself in the 1960’s and 70’s, 
Kevin Swanson and his wife, Brenda, 
homeschooled their children and are now 
grandparents of four. Kevin wrote 30-40 books on 
homeschool vision and resources. Kevin is also 
the Director of Generations – a ministry he 
founded to strengthen homeschool families 



around the country. He has been speaking at 
homeschool conferences for over 30 years in the 
United States and often speaks about 
homeschooling in other countries. In addition, 
Kevin hosts a daily radio program reaching tens 
of thousands of homeschooling families. As a 
father who wants to leave a godly heritage for his 
own five children, Kevin’s passion is to 
strengthen and encourage the homeschooling 
movement all over the world, and to cast a vision 
for generations to come. 

16 Mar 13:00 – 13:30 EP 60 Kevin 
McConnel 

Kevin McConnell is the director of PALS 
coordinates with schools, hiring and ongoing 
training of chess coaches and positioning PALS 
for new opportunities and growth. 

16 Mar 13:30 – 14:00 EP 38 Kevin 
Swanson 

Kevin Swanson has 55 years of experience in the 
homeschooling movement. First being 
homeschooled himself in the 1960’s and 70’s, 
Kevin Swanson and his wife, Brenda, 
homeschooled their children and are now 
grandparents of four. Kevin wrote 30-40 books on 
homeschool vision and resources. Kevin is also 
the Director of Generations – a ministry he 
founded to strengthen homeschool families 
around the country. He has been speaking at 
homeschool conferences for over 30 years in the 
United States and often speaks about 
homeschooling in other countries. In addition, 
Kevin hosts a daily radio program reaching tens 
of thousands of homeschooling families. As a 
father who wants to leave a godly heritage for his 
own five children, Kevin’s passion is to 
strengthen and encourage the homeschooling 
movement all over the world, and to cast a vision 
for generations to come. 

17 Mar 10:00 – 10:30 EP 60 Kevin 
McConnel 

Kevin McConnell is the director of PALS 
coordinates with schools, hiring and ongoing 
training of chess coaches and positioning PALS 
for new opportunities and growth. 

17 Mar 10:30 – 11:00 EP 39 Braxton 
Rogers 

Braxton Rogers is a 16 year old banjo player 
originating from Lawton, OK. However, if you ask 
him where he’s from he may struggle to tell you 
because he has been traveling the country in an 
RV with his parents the past 4 years exploring 
the National Parks and attending music festivals 
and banjo camps. He has been studying and 



playing banjo seriously for about two years now 
and loves it more everyday. Last fall he won first 
place in the Oklahoma International Bluegrass 
Festival Banjo Competition. He recently filmed an 
episode for Season 2 of Woodsongs Kids and 
played at MerleFest in Wilkesboro, NC as an 
Ambassador for the Andy May’s Acoustic Kids 
Program. He is also a cast member of Smoky 
Mountain Tunes and Tales in Gatlinburg, TN. He 
has written and released his first single “Miss You 
to the Moon” which can be found on all your 
music streaming platforms. 

23 Mar 10:00 – 10:30 EP 61 Dr. Douglas 
Pietersma 

Dr Douglas Pietersma holds a Doctor of 
Education degree with a concentration of 
Christian Education Leadership from Regent 
University, in addition to undergraduate degrees 
in Bible, Spanish, and Communications and a 
graduate degree with a concentration in Latin 
American studies.  
 
Dr. Pietersma is a researcher for The National 
Home Education Research Institute and an 
adjunct professor for Regent University. He is the 
Director of Homestead Homeschool Cooperative, 
with the mission of “partnering with homeschool 
families to enable parent-directed Christian home 
education intended to facilitate development of a 
Biblical worldview and academic excellence in 
students.”  
 
As a small business owner in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming he provides personal character-
enhancing educational services through public 
speaking, Christian homeschool support, 
education journal editing, private tutoring, tailored 
language learning programs, and martial arts. He 
is also an editor, author, Spanish linguist, and the 
primary homeschool instructor for his two 
children. 

23 Mar 10:30 – 11:00 EP 57 Garrett 
Thiesen 

Garrett Thiesen was homeschooled from the 
start. During his homeschool years, he was 
involved at his church. He also held several lead 
roles throughout his time acting in front of 
hundreds of people in fifteen separate plays! He 
has been active in his local Civil Air Patrol 
squadron which has grown his leadership 



capabilities. Civil Air Patrol also opened doors to 
travel and serve at the EAA Airshow in Wisconsin 
and learn at the Civic Leadership Academy in 
Washington D.C. He is looking forward to visiting 
Australia through the International Air Cadet 
Exchange this summer. Civil Air Patrol also 
equipped Garrett with knowledge which 
contributed to his interest in flying. Garrett 
graduated high school with dual credits and is 
looking forward to pursuing his career as a pilot 
by attending and graduating from the United 
Aviate Academy.  

23 Mar 13:00 – 13:30 EP 61 Dr. Douglas 
Pietersma 

Dr Douglas Pietersma holds a Doctor of 
Education degree with a concentration of 
Christian Education Leadership from Regent 
University, in addition to undergraduate degrees 
in Bible, Spanish, and Communications and a 
graduate degree with a concentration in Latin 
American studies.  
 
Dr. Pietersma is a researcher for The National 
Home Education Research Institute and an 
adjunct professor for Regent University. He is the 
Director of Homestead Homeschool Cooperative, 
with the mission of “partnering with homeschool 
families to enable parent-directed Christian home 
education intended to facilitate development of a 
Biblical worldview and academic excellence in 
students.”  
 
As a small business owner in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming he provides personal character-
enhancing educational services through public 
speaking, Christian homeschool support, 
education journal editing, private tutoring, tailored 
language learning programs, and martial arts. He 
is also an editor, author, Spanish linguist, and the 
primary homeschool instructor for his two 
children. 

23 Mar 13:30 – 14:00 EP 58 Garrett 
Thiesen 

Garrett Thiesen was homeschooled from the 
start. During his homeschool years, he was 
involved at his church. He also held several lead 
roles throughout his time acting in front of 
hundreds of people in fifteen separate plays! He 
has been active in his local Civil Air Patrol 
squadron which has grown his leadership 



capabilities. Civil Air Patrol also opened doors to 
travel and serve at the EAA Airshow in Wisconsin 
and learn at the Civic Leadership Academy in 
Washington D.C. He is looking forward to visiting 
Australia through the International Air Cadet 
Exchange this summer. Civil Air Patrol also 
equipped Garrett with knowledge which 
contributed to his interest in flying. Garrett 
graduated high school with dual credits and is 
looking forward to pursuing his career as a pilot 
by attending and graduating from the United 
Aviate Academy.  

24 Mar 10:00 – 10:30 EP 61 Dr. Douglas 
Pietersma 

Dr Douglas Pietersma holds a Doctor of 
Education degree with a concentration of 
Christian Education Leadership from Regent 
University, in addition to undergraduate degrees 
in Bible, Spanish, and Communications and a 
graduate degree with a concentration in Latin 
American studies.  
 
Dr. Pietersma is a researcher for The National 
Home Education Research Institute and an 
adjunct professor for Regent University. He is the 
Director of Homestead Homeschool Cooperative, 
with the mission of “partnering with homeschool 
families to enable parent-directed Christian home 
education intended to facilitate development of a 
Biblical worldview and academic excellence in 
students.”  
 
As a small business owner in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming he provides personal character-
enhancing educational services through public 
speaking, Christian homeschool support, 
education journal editing, private tutoring, tailored 
language learning programs, and martial arts. He 
is also an editor, author, Spanish linguist, and the 
primary homeschool instructor for his two 
children. 

24 Mar 10:30 – 11:00 EP 59 Carolyn 
Martin 

Carolyn Martin is the Director of Public Relations 
for Christian Home Educators of Colorado 
(CHEC). Her passion and aim is to help keep our 
homeschooling freedoms intact in Colorado. 
Carolyn also works to uphold our parental rights 
and religious freedom. She works with legislative 



issues at the capital and keeps us parents 
updated regularly. 

30 Mar 10:00 – 10:30 EP 61 Dr. Douglas 
Pietersma 

Dr Douglas Pietersma holds a Doctor of 
Education degree with a concentration of 
Christian Education Leadership from Regent 
University, in addition to undergraduate degrees 
in Bible, Spanish, and Communications and a 
graduate degree with a concentration in Latin 
American studies.  
 
Dr. Pietersma is a researcher for The National 
Home Education Research Institute and an 
adjunct professor for Regent University. He is the 
Director of Homestead Homeschool Cooperative, 
with the mission of “partnering with homeschool 
families to enable parent-directed Christian home 
education intended to facilitate development of a 
Biblical worldview and academic excellence in 
students.”  
 
As a small business owner in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming he provides personal character-
enhancing educational services through public 
speaking, Christian homeschool support, 
education journal editing, private tutoring, tailored 
language learning programs, and martial arts. He 
is also an editor, author, Spanish linguist, and the 
primary homeschool instructor for his two 
children. 

30 Mar 10:30 – 11:00 EP 60 Kevin 
McConnel 

Kevin McConnell is the director of PALS 
coordinates with schools, hiring and ongoing 
training of chess coaches and positioning PALS 
for new opportunities and growth. 

30 Mar 13:00 – 13:30 EP 61 Dr. Douglas 
Pietersma 

Dr Douglas Pietersma holds a Doctor of 
Education degree with a concentration of 
Christian Education Leadership from Regent 
University, in addition to undergraduate degrees 
in Bible, Spanish, and Communications and a 
graduate degree with a concentration in Latin 
American studies.  
 
Dr. Pietersma is a researcher for The National 
Home Education Research Institute and an 
adjunct professor for Regent University. He is the 
Director of Homestead Homeschool Cooperative, 
with the mission of “partnering with homeschool 



families to enable parent-directed Christian home 
education intended to facilitate development of a 
Biblical worldview and academic excellence in 
students.”  
 
As a small business owner in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming he provides personal character-
enhancing educational services through public 
speaking, Christian homeschool support, 
education journal editing, private tutoring, tailored 
language learning programs, and martial arts. He 
is also an editor, author, Spanish linguist, and the 
primary homeschool instructor for his two 
children. 

30 Mar 13:30 – 14:00 EP 61 Dr. Douglas 
Pietersma 

Dr Douglas Pietersma holds a Doctor of 
Education degree with a concentration of 
Christian Education Leadership from Regent 
University, in addition to undergraduate degrees 
in Bible, Spanish, and Communications and a 
graduate degree with a concentration in Latin 
American studies.  
 
Dr. Pietersma is a researcher for The National 
Home Education Research Institute and an 
adjunct professor for Regent University. He is the 
Director of Homestead Homeschool Cooperative, 
with the mission of “partnering with homeschool 
families to enable parent-directed Christian home 
education intended to facilitate development of a 
Biblical worldview and academic excellence in 
students.”  
 
As a small business owner in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming he provides personal character-
enhancing educational services through public 
speaking, Christian homeschool support, 
education journal editing, private tutoring, tailored 
language learning programs, and martial arts. He 
is also an editor, author, Spanish linguist, and the 
primary homeschool instructor for his two 
children. 

31 Mar 10:00 – 10:30 EP 61 Dr. Douglas 
Pietersma 

Dr Douglas Pietersma holds a Doctor of 
Education degree with a concentration of 
Christian Education Leadership from Regent 
University, in addition to undergraduate degrees 
in Bible, Spanish, and Communications and a 



graduate degree with a concentration in Latin 
American studies.  
 
Dr. Pietersma is a researcher for The National 
Home Education Research Institute and an 
adjunct professor for Regent University. He is the 
Director of Homestead Homeschool Cooperative, 
with the mission of “partnering with homeschool 
families to enable parent-directed Christian home 
education intended to facilitate development of a 
Biblical worldview and academic excellence in 
students.”  
 
As a small business owner in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming he provides personal character-
enhancing educational services through public 
speaking, Christian homeschool support, 
education journal editing, private tutoring, tailored 
language learning programs, and martial arts. He 
is also an editor, author, Spanish linguist, and the 
primary homeschool instructor for his two 
children. 

31 Mar 10:30 – 11:00 EP 01 Ethan 
Gonzales 

Based in Colorado, USA, Ethan Gonzales has 
always been proud to share and express his 
identity and culture to people around him. 
Alongside martial arts and learning different 
languages such as Spanish and Korean, Ethan is 
an aspiring video-creator on YouTube, known on 
his several platforms as TheEthanGonzales.  

 
 

2 Military 
 
 

American Warrior Radio (AWR) hosted by Ben Buehler-Garcia.  AWR tells the stories of the 
men and women of the military who have served or sacrificed, succeeds in life or have 
dedicated their lives in service to others 
Date Time Title Description 
6 Jan 23:00 – 00:00 John “Lucky” 

Luckadoo - WWII 
“Bloody 100th” 
Bomb group 

Today, John “Lucky” Luckadoo is the last 
surviving member of the 100th Bomb Group 
from World War II.  Most of the bomber crews of 
the 100th only survived 5 missions, earning the 
group the unenviable nickname “The Bloody 
Hundredth”. It not until 50 years after the end of 
the war that John began to talk about his time at 
war because “those were not the happiest days 



of our lives and recalling them was not a happy 
experience.” 

7 Jan 02:00-03:00 
12:00-13:00 

John “Lucky” 
Luckadoo - WWII 
“Bloody 100th” 
Bomb group 

Today, John “Lucky” Luckadoo is the last 
surviving member of the 100th Bomb Group 
from World War II.  Most of the bomber crews of 
the 100th only survived 5 missions, earning the 
group the unenviable nickname “The Bloody 
Hundredth”. It not until 50 years after the end of 
the war that John began to talk about his time at 
war because “those were not the happiest days 
of our lives and recalling them was not a happy 
experience.” 

13 Jan 23:00 – 00:00 Joe Lowrey - A 
Green Beret’s 
Recovery 

Joe Lowrey was deployed with the 7th Special 
Forces Group in Afghanistan. In July of 2014 an 
enemy machine gun round pierced the front of 
his helmet, traveled across the top of his skull 
and exited the back of his head.  He was given 
an 11% chance of survival and his Green Beret 
teammates gathered by his bedside while Joe 
was administered the Last Rites. 

14 Jan 02:00-03:00 
12:00-13:00 

Joe Lowrey - A 
Green Beret’s 
Recovery 

Joe Lowrey was deployed with the 7th Special 
Forces Group in Afghanistan. In July of 2014 an 
enemy machine gun round pierced the front of 
his helmet, traveled across the top of his skull 
and exited the back of his head.  He was given 
an 11% chance of survival and his Green Beret 
teammates gathered by his bedside while Joe 
was administered the Last Rites. 

20 Jan 23:00 – 00:00 Distinguished Flying 
Cross – Loadmaster 
Jim Lopez 

Jim Lopez flew an amazing one thousand 
combat missions. For perspective, World War II 
bomber crews were required to fly 25-35 
missions before they rotated out. Even in today’s 
high paced combat, the 1,000 mission threshold 
is still rather rare. Jim joins us as part of our 
educational partnership with the Distinguished 
Flying Cross Society. 

21 Jan 02:00-03:00 
12:00-13:00 

Distinguished Flying 
Cross – Loadmaster 
Jim Lopez 

Jim Lopez flew an amazing one thousand 
combat missions. For perspective, World War II 
bomber crews were required to fly 25-35 
missions before they rotated out. Even in today’s 
high paced combat, the 1,000 mission threshold 
is still rather rare. Jim joins us as part of our 
educational partnership with the Distinguished 
Flying Cross Society. 

3 Feb 23:00 – 00:00 “Dead Man’s Hand” 
– Brad Taylor 

“Dead Man’s Hand” is Brad Taylor’s 18th 
installment in the Pike Logan series. Brad 



served more than 21 years in our nation’s 
military, 8 years as a member of the elite 1st 
Special Forces Operational Detachment – Delta, 
more commonly known at Delta Force. He holds 
a Master’s of Science in Defense Analysis from 
the Naval Postgraduate School, with a 
concentration in irregular warfare. 

4 Feb 02:00-03:00 
12:00-13:00 

“Dead Man’s Hand” 
– Brad Taylor 

“Dead Man’s Hand” is Brad Taylor’s 18th 
installment in the Pike Logan series. Brad 
served more than 21 years in our nation’s 
military, 8 years as a member of the elite 1st 
Special Forces Operational Detachment – Delta, 
more commonly known at Delta Force. He holds 
a Master’s of Science in Defense Analysis from 
the Naval Postgraduate School, with a 
concentration in irregular warfare. 

17 Feb 23:00 – 00:00 “Damn the Valley” – 
Will Yeske 

“Damn the Valley” was written by Will Yeske and 
describes his deployment to the Arghandab 
River Valley in Afghanistan. The valley has seen 
its share of conflict. From Alexander the Great 
up to the Russians – and now Americans. To US 
troops it became known as “the meat grinder”.  
Will was posted there with Bravo Company of 
the 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment of the 
82nd Airborne.  During their time there, his unit 
suffered a 52% casualty rate. 

18 Feb 02:00-03:00 
12:00-13:00 

“Damn the Valley” – 
Will Yeske 

“Damn the Valley” was written by Will Yeske and 
describes his deployment to the Arghandab 
River Valley in Afghanistan. The valley has seen 
its share of conflict. From Alexander the Great 
up to the Russians – and now Americans. To US 
troops it became known as “the meat grinder”.  
Will was posted there with Bravo Company of 
the 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment of the 
82nd Airborne.  During their time there, his unit 
suffered a 52% casualty rate. 

24 Feb 23:00 – 00:00 Havok Journal 
Update – Charles 
Faint 

We begin by discussing the latest on the 
Israel/Gaza conflict.  Charles expects Iran to 
continue supporting terrorist proxies but will 
avoid a direct confrontation with the US. His 
rationale is twofold; Iran knows they cannot win 
a direct fight with the US and are not going to 
risk doing so over an issue like Gaza. They also 
don’t feel an existential threat to their key 
interests. 



25 Feb 02:00-03:00 
12:00-13:00 

Havok Journal 
Update – Charles 
Faint 

We begin by discussing the latest on the 
Israel/Gaza conflict.  Charles expects Iran to 
continue supporting terrorist proxies but will 
avoid a direct confrontation with the US. His 
rationale is twofold; Iran knows they cannot win 
a direct fight with the US and are not going to 
risk doing so over an issue like Gaza. They also 
don’t feel an existential threat to their key 
interests. 

2 Mar 23:00 – 00:00 Blackwater 
Mercenary in Iraq – 
Morgan Lerette 

Blackwater Security Company developed quite a 
reputation. Morgan Lerette was a contractor with 
Blackwater in Iraq for 18 months from 2004-
2005. His sometimes funny, sometimes tragic 
experience is documented in his book “Guns, 
Girls & Greed: I was a Blackwater Mercenary in 
Iraq” 

3 Mar 02:00-03:00 
12:00-13:00 

Blackwater 
Mercenary in Iraq – 
Morgan Lerette 

Blackwater Security Company developed quite a 
reputation. Morgan Lerette was a contractor with 
Blackwater in Iraq for 18 months from 2004-
2005. His sometimes funny, sometimes tragic 
experience is documented in his book “Guns, 
Girls & Greed: I was a Blackwater Mercenary in 
Iraq” 

9 Mar 23:00 – 00:00 “Service to CEO” 
Podcast Creator 
Kristen Costlow 

“Service to CEO” podcast creator Kristen 
Costlow left a promising military career to 
pursue her dream.  She served as an air traffic 
controller in the Navy and was rising fast in rank.  
She soon found herself supervising sailors 10 
years her senior. The day after she notified her 
supervisor of her plans to leave the military, she 
was promoted to Chief Petty Officer – quite the 
accomplishment for someone of her age. 
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“Service to CEO” 
Podcast Creator 
Kristen Costlow 

“Service to CEO” podcast creator Kristen 
Costlow left a promising military career to 
pursue her dream.  She served as an air traffic 
controller in the Navy and was rising fast in rank.  
She soon found herself supervising sailors 10 
years her senior. The day after she notified her 
supervisor of her plans to leave the military, she 
was promoted to Chief Petty Officer – quite the 
accomplishment for someone of her age. 

16 Mar 23:00 – 00:00 Stephen Paul 
Campos – Vietnam 
Veteran 

Stephen Paul Campos surmised it would be 
better to volunteer and choose his military 
specialty rather than be drafted during the 
Vietnam War. The recruiter asked what he 
wanted to do and Campos replied “I don’t know 



what I WANT to do but I know I DON’T want to 
be infantry.” Based upon his intake evaluations 
the recruiter told him he could be sent to 
Germany or Hawaii. Immediately upon 
graduation he was assigned to the infantry and 
soon after sent to Vietnam. 
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Stephen Paul 
Campos – Vietnam 
Veteran 

Stephen Paul Campos surmised it would be 
better to volunteer and choose his military 
specialty rather than be drafted during the 
Vietnam War. The recruiter asked what he 
wanted to do and Campos replied “I don’t know 
what I WANT to do but I know I DON’T want to 
be infantry.” Based upon his intake evaluations 
the recruiter told him he could be sent to 
Germany or Hawaii. Immediately upon 
graduation he was assigned to the infantry and 
soon after sent to Vietnam. 

23 Mar 23:00 – 00:00 DPAA – Sean 
Everette & Clark 
Baldwin 

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 
(DPAA) has the principle responsibility to 
provide the fullest possible accounting for our 
missing personnel to their families and our 
nation. It was created in January of 2015 by 
merging the Defense POW/Missing Personnel 
Office and the Joint POW/MIA Accounting 
Command along with several functions of the Air 
Force Life Sciences Equipment Laboratory. 
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DPAA – Sean 
Everette & Clark 
Baldwin 

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 
(DPAA) has the principle responsibility to 
provide the fullest possible accounting for our 
missing personnel to their families and our 
nation. It was created in January of 2015 by 
merging the Defense POW/Missing Personnel 
Office and the Joint POW/MIA Accounting 
Command along with several functions of the Air 
Force Life Sciences Equipment Laboratory. 

30 Mar 23:00 – 00:00 Victoria Kelley “Homefront Stories” is a collection of fictional 
short stories written by Victoria Kelly inspired by 
her life as a military spouse.  Her 2015 work, 
“When Men Go Off to War” is a collection of 
poems written while her husband was deployed 
in Iraq and Afghanistan and captures the hopes, 
anxieties and intimacies of the military spouse 
during times of war. “Prayers of an American 
Wife” is a collection of poems that highlights the 
displacement women experience when their 



husbands deploy and the battles fought by those 
left at home 

31 Mar 02:00-03:00 
12:00-13:00 

Victoria Kelley “Homefront Stories” is a collection of fictional 
short stories written by Victoria Kelly inspired by 
her life as a military spouse.  Her 2015 work, 
“When Men Go Off to War” is a collection of 
poems written while her husband was deployed 
in Iraq and Afghanistan and captures the hopes, 
anxieties and intimacies of the military spouse 
during times of war. “Prayers of an American 
Wife” is a collection of poems that highlights the 
displacement women experience when their 
husbands deploy and the battles fought by those 
left at home 

 


	Blackwater Mercenary in Iraq – Morgan Lerette
	Blackwater Mercenary in Iraq – Morgan Lerette

