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------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Documentary: Culture 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Series Title:     Viva Mango 
Distributor:       WLRN-TV 
O.B. Date:        Wednesday, July 10 @ 8 pm 
Length:            30  
 
What makes South Floridians crazy? The traffic!  The Dolphins, Marlins, the 
weather and Heat, hurricanes and Hurricanes, depending on the season; and 
during a certain time of year.....mangos! Grown in tropical and subtropical 
climates, the mangifera indica is a bonding force and a common cultural 
denominator for many of the natives, immigrants and residents of South Florida.  
We have a special relationship with the mango. This half-hour program is an 
anecdotal and cultural chronicle of the role of the mango in the lives and 
memories of the people, and its role in South Florida's culture.   Mango Mania will 
be a program on the power of a common experience, the power of the senses, of 
nature, of obsession and community. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Special Event: Performance 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Series Title:     The American Ideal  
Distributor:       WLRN-TV 
O.B. Date:       July 15, 2013 Monday at 7pm 
Length:            60 
 
The Coral Gables Chamber Symphony and Opera present its concert tour of The 
American Ideal.  In its eighth year, this inspiring one hour show highlights the 
emerging young talent from our community performing a mixture of opera and 
classical instruments under the direction of Bella Griffith-Smith. Ms. Griffith-
Smith, a former professional opera singer, lived in occupied China during WWII. 
Her grandfather, Damian De Leon was the Assistant Conductor of the 90 
member Shanghai Symphony that performed throughout the Orient and for the 
Tzar in Vladivostok.  The American Ideal was taped at the First United Methodist 
Church of South Miami, this program is a co-production between WLRN and 
Coral Gables Television. 

 
 
 
 



------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Documentary: History/Culture 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Series Title: Plastic Paradise:  
  A Short, Swingin’ Trip Through America’s Polynesian Obsession 
Distributor: WLRN-TV 
O.B. Date: Wednesday, September 18, 2013 @ 9 pm 
Length: 60 
 
In the 1940s and ’50s, the return of American GIs from the Pacific and the 
runaway success of James Michener’s Pulitzer-winning Tales of the South 
Pacific (adapted into the famous musical) created a craze for all things 
Polynesian.  Today, the spirit of Tiki endures among a new generation of 
Polynesian pop adherents, including painter Tiki Tony, musicians King Kukulele 
and the Haole Cats, cocktail anthropologist Jeff ―Beachbum‖ Berry, and Tiki 
historian Sven Kirsten.  Plastic Paradise is a one hour documentary that will 
explore this fascinating, little known, and surprisingly enduring subculture, 
culminating with a visit to the annual Hukilau celebration, a gathering of Tiki 
enthusiasts from around the country held every June at Fort Lauderdale’s famed 
Mai-Kai Restaurant, itself one of the last great holdovers from Tiki’s golden age—
waterfalls, Polynesian floor show, and all. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Station breaks 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Series Title: Slice of Life 
Distributor: WLRN-TV 
O.B. Date September, 2013 
Length: 5:00 
 
Norman Van Aken reveals how rice crosses cultures with two South Florida chefs 
on WLRN’s segment Flavors of South Florida. Norman takes viewers to Khong 
River House on Miami Beach where Northern Thai flavors have been perfected 
using rice.  He then visits Little Haiti where rice and beans are legendary at Chef 
Creole. 
 


