
2020 4th QUARTER ISSUES AND PROGRAMS
October 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020

THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF SOME OF THE COMMUNITY NEEDS AND ISSUES
EXPRESSED BY THE CITIZENS AND LEADERS OF THE COMMUNITY AND THE 

PROGRAMS PRESENTED BY WBRM TO MEET THOSE NEEDS. 

ANYTHING GOES is a public affairs program hosted by Annette Bryant and presented 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 am to 9 am.  Representatives from various 
organizations are interviewed in depth concerning their specific activities, needs and 
involvement with the community.  The following programs were presented in support of 
the following issues.

ISSUES:

 1. EDUCATION...PUBLIC, PRIVATE AND COLLEGE LEVEL
 2. CITY AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT
 3. HEALTH CARE ISSUES/HEALTH & WELLNESS
 4. SENIOR CITIZEN ISSUES
 5. CULTURAL OPPORTUNITIES
 6. RURAL ISSUES
 7. RECREATION
 8. ECONOMY AND JOB RETRAINING
 9. REGIONAL ACTIVITIES
10. PARKS & RECREATION
11. SUBSTANCE ABUSE

October 5, 2020 Interviewed Molly Sandfoss, Director, Cooperative 
Extension, McDowell Center.  Molly talked about gardening chores for this time of year, 
recapped the Lake James Cleanup last weekend and wanted the local farmers to know 
about the WNC Ag Option.  She encouraged youngsters to participate in the pumpkin 
decorating contest and mentioned where to pickup their free pumpkins.  

October 8, 2020 Interviewed President and CEO  of Mission Hospital 
McDowell, Carol Wolfenbarger and Dr. Ashley Badger, new general surgeon at the 
hospital.  Dr. Badger introduced herself to the community and talked about her 
background and what brought her to McDowell County.  Carol wanted the public to 
know about the drug take-back, scheduled at the hospital for October 24th.

October 13, 2020 Interviewed Ashley Wooten, McDowell County Manager.  
Ashley reported on last nights County Commission meeting, held at Historic Carson 
House.  There was a public hearing to consolidate several Lake James Ordinances into 
one cohesive ordinance.  William Kehler gave a Covie-19 update and there was a 
discussion of putting a school resource office in each school.  The board initiated a 4-
year revaluation process.  There were several updates concerning ongoing projects.  



October 14, 2020 Interviewed Supt. Mark Garrett and Board of Education 
Chairman Terry Frank about this months board meeting.  Mr. Garrett gave an update on 
handling school opening during the pandemic.  Nine weeks into schools opening no 
cases of Covidf-19 have originated within the school system, although there have been
15 student cases and 24 staff cases, all traced to community spread.  Principal of the 
Year Jill Ward and Teacher of the Year, Kinsey Jamison were recognized.  Mr. Frank 
gave an update on the school resource officer program as reported by Sheriff Ricky 
Buchanan.  

October 15, 2020 Interviewed Jen Hass with McDowell Community Wildfire 
Network about her collaboration with 8 local agencies, including Federal and North 
Carolina Rangers, the City of Marion and McDowell County.  This program is education 
in nature and important to preventing wildfires.  The second part of the program was an 
interview with Lauren Fergiwele representing the YMCA of WNC.  She wanted the 
public to know about the food distribution days, held every week, at various locations in 
the county and the free meal program, held at the YMCA on Saturdays.  She also talked 
about the Diabetes Prevention program and registration for a new course of instruction.

October 22, 2020 Interviewed Marion City Manager Bob Boyette about the two 
City Council meetings held this month.  Of interest to the public, the Community Building 
main level will now be open to 63 occupants.  The McDowell Chamber introduced the 
new MEC Coordinator and made an appeal to Council to help fund the salary.  Council 
agreed to participate.  Council approved the purchase of budgeted fire department 
equipment.  Council approved a matching grant for assistance in phase 2 of the Drexel 
cleanup project.

October 28, 2020 Interviewed Martha Jordan, Executive Director, Historic 
Carson House.  Martha gave an update on activities at the House and plans for the 
upcoming Christmas Season.  She informed the public that there will not be the usual 
Candlelight Tours but other, smaller events will be offered.  She also talked about the 
Jubilee Arbor being available for groups of 50 or less for meetings, reunions and family 
events.

October 30, 2020 Interviewed Patti Holda, Genealogy and Local History 
Director, McDowell Public Libraries.  Pattie wanted to let tae public know the Genealogy 
Room at the library is now open to the public for in-person visits, but limited to one 
person at a time due to the small space available.  She  went over the children’s, teens, 
and adult programming available in November.

November 3, 2020 Interviewed Cathy Hoenstein, Family Consumer Science 
Agent with NC Cooperative Extension.  Cathy talked to the audience about safe ways to 
have Thanksgiving food and gatherings during the Covid-19 Pandemic.  She introduced 
“myth-busters,” a podcast presentation that changes from month to month and features 
various members of the extension staff.  Cathy informed the public of the Pumpkin 
Decorating Contest winners and invited them to participate in the Christmas Ornament 
Decorating contest. 



November 10, 2020 Interviewed Ashley Wooten, McDowell County 
Manager, reporting on this months County Commissioners meeting.  Emergency 
Services Director William Kehler gave an update on Covid-19 activities.  Kim Effler 
reported the new Chamber of Commerce strategic plan.  There were several updates 
on ongoing projects.  Of particular interest to the public, information about Black Bear 
Park, being built by Duke Energy with an anticipated opening in 2022.

November 12, 2020 Interviewed Supt. of McDowell County Schools, Mark 
Garrett, and Board of Education Chairman Terry Frank, about this months Board of 
Education meeting.  Mr. Garrett gave a good report on how the school system is 
handling the Covid-19 pandemic.  The plan is working well with no cases contracted 
within the system, although there have been cases among staff members and students.  
No hospitalizations to this point.  Mr. Frank updated the public on several projects and 
congratulated the newly elected board members as well as mentioning the outgoing 
members.

November 13, 2020 Interviewed RoAnn Bishop, Director, Mountain 
Gateway Museum.  In spite of Covice-19 restrictions, the museum has scheduled 
several events that are designed to be safe for the public.  RoAnn wanted to share 
those plans with the public.  There is a wreath-making workshop to be held on the porch 
of he museum.  A luminary display that the public can enjoy by drive by the museum.  
She also wanted the public to know of some improvements that have been initiated 
during the shutdown.  

November 19, 2020 Interviewed Marion City Manager Bob Boyette about 
this months City Council Meeting.  There were several updates concerning property 
annexation.  For the 19th year the City of Marion received a prestigious  Water Plant 
award from the state.  Bob also updated the public on progress being made on 
reconstruction of the City Park and the Catawba River Greenway.  

November 20, 2020 Interviewed Donna Grant, Cataloger, McDowell Public 
Library.  Donna wanted the public to know of the many ways they can access the 
services of the library from home, or by using curbside pickup.  The libraries in Marion 
and Old Fort are also available for browsing, by appointment and with all Covid-19 
guidelines observed.  She wanted to make the public aware of the holiday schedule for 
both libraries.  

November 22, 2020 Interviewed Kristi Lankford and Erika Moody, both 
nurses in the Labor and Birthing Suite at Mission Hospital McDowell.  They explained all 
the services available at the hospital relative to pregnancy, delivery and beyond.  Erika 
is a certified lactation nurse and she explained the many benefits to mother and baby of 



breastfeeding.  Kristi manages the operational aspect of the department.  Both also 
work as floor nurses as needed.

November 24, 2002 Interviewed Landdis Hollifield, Public Information 
Officer for the City of Marion.  Landdis had two events in downtown Marion that she 
wanted to share with the audience.  Both involve merchants in the downtown area.  
Merry Marion Mondays is designed to get people to shop downtown.  They receive 
tickets for purchases and those tickets are drawn for gift certificates from participating 
merchants.  Small Business Saturday is also coming up and this year there will be a 
Craft Stroll, featuring artisans on the sidewalk with their unique crafts and art.  

November 25, 2020 Interviewed Martha Jordan, Director, Historic Carson 
House.  With the new Covid-19 restrictions, Martha wanted the public to know the 
Carson House is closing for at least a week.  All activities are cancelled with the hope 
that the Candlelight tours can be held as planned December 5th & 6th.  The Jubilee 
Arbor can still be reserved for small groups.

December 1, 2020 Interviewed Marion City Manager, Bob Boyette, about 
this month’s City Council meeting.  He announced that Mayor Pro Tem Juanita Doggett 
did not wish to be nominated to that position again and also that she would not be 
running for reelection.  Woody Ayers was elected to Mayor Pro Tem.  Bob was pleased 
to tell the public that the Water Department had received a near perfect rating for the 
20th year in a row...a record not met by any other municipality in the state.

December 2, 2020 Interviewed Carol Wolfenbarger, President, Mission 
Hospital McDowell.  She gave an in depth review of the planning and execution of 
handling Covid-19 patients at the hospital.  She talked about training and accountability 
of the staff and also mentioned that in case the hospital reaches capacity for Covid 
patients in Marion, they can be transferred to another hospital in the system.

December 3, 2020 Interviewed Nora Coffey, Superintendent, Lake 
James State Park.  Nora gave a review of the progress on the building of the new 
Visitors Center and projected it would be completed around April, 2021.  Occupying the 
building, once completed, will take a month or two, so projected opening to the public is 
late may or early June, 2021.  She also wanted the public to know Mill Creek would be 
closed for a few days to install the new Cove Bridge...a single span 250 foot bridge 
across Mill Creek that will connect Long Arm Peninsula. Although no programming is 
available at this time, the park is open to the public for hiking, biking and picnicking.

December 8, 2020 Interviewed McDowell County Manager Ashley 
Wooten about this month’s County Commissioner’s meeting.  By law, it is a 
reorganizational meeting and Tony Brown was elected Chairman and long time 
Chairman David Walker was elected Vice Chairman.  There was a Covid-19 update 



from Emergency Services Director William Kehler and Public Health Director Karen 
Powell.  Numbers are skyrocketing and there was quite a discussion about local efforts 

December 9, 2020 Interviewed Supt. Mark Garrett and Board of Education 
Chairman Terry Frank about this month’s Board of Education meeting.  Mr. Frank 
reported that the reorganizational meeting was held and all previous officers were 
reelected.  Mr. Garrett gave an update on the Covid-19 plan that is working well in the 
school system.  He talked about the disadvantages, but also some of he positives that 
have occurred.  Mr. Frank reported on the teacher representative and her reports as to 
how teachers are coping.

December 11, 2020 Interviewed Toby Bramlett, Director, Corpening 
YMCA.  Toby wanted the public to know how the Y has survived and actually thrived 
during the pandemic.  January through March is the annual membership drive and he 
went over the many ways a person or family could belong to the Y.  He talked about 
how the Y has offered free child care to all front line workers during the pandemic and 
how much food they have distributed.

December 17, 2020 Interviewed Jenn Milsaps, Foster Home Licensing 
Social Worker with DSS and Lori Richard, Social Worker with DSS Child Protective 
Services.  Jenny wanted to make the public aware of the urgent need for foster families 
in McDowell County.  She emphasized online training and talked about responsibilities 
and rewards.  Lori talked about her roll as liaison between the parents and the court 
system.

December 18, 2020 Interviewed Molly Sandfoss, Director, McDowell 
Cooperative Extension.  She gave an update on 4-H activities and wanted the public to 
know four 4-Hers had one several first place ribbons at the state competition in cattle 
judging and won overall first place as well.  She gave some hints on garden and yard 
work that needs to be done now.  She wanted the public to know about the program 
“Eat Smart-Move More.”  It’s a program that helps lose weight and maintain that lose, 
especially during the holidays.


