
Page 1 of 5

FCC ISSUES REPORT – 2nd Quarter 2019
Apr-Jun
KABC-TV 

ABC7 -CORE ISSUES 
2nd Quarter 2019

CORE ISSUES 

ABC7 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the 
second quarter of 2019: 

1. Public Safety & Crime
2. Politics
3. Health
4. Immigration
5. Weather

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 
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ABC7 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 
2nd Quarter 2019

 PUBIC SAFETY & CRIME
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  April 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  May 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  Jun 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  
Total Coverage:  2 Days 18 Hours 14 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted noteworthy airtime on Public Safety and Crime issues during the 
second quarter of 2019.   One particular story of great interest to Angelenos concerned the 
murder and funeral for rapper Nipsey Hussle, who was shot and killed outside his clothing store 
in Hyde Park by 29-year-old Eric Holder.  Holder was indicted in May by a grand jury for one count 
of murder, two counts each of attempted murder and assault with a firearm and one count of 
possession of a firearm by a felon. The indictment also included allegations that Holder used a 
handgun and caused "great bodily injury and death."  Holder pleaded not guilty.  Bail was set at 
$6.53 million. If convicted as charged, Holder faces a possible maximum sentence of life in state 
prison.

The station covered the slain rapper’s twenty-five mile funeral procession as well as the public 
memorial that took place at the Staples Center that celebrated his life with his fans.  The arena 
was filled to capacity with mourners who wanted to say good bye and pay their respects to the 
murdered rapper.

The other story that ABC7 reported extensively on involved the college admissions bribery 
scandal, nicknamed “Operation Varsity Blues.”  The scandal involved thirty-three parents of 
college applicants accused of paying more than $25 million between 2011 and 2018 to William 
Rick Singer, organizer of the scheme, who used part of the money to fraudulently inflate entrance 
exam test scores and bribe college officials.  A total of 50 people have been charged in the 
investigations.  This number includes 33 parents of college applicants and eleven named 
collegiate coaches or athletic administrators from eight universities. Three additional universities 
are involved, but no staff members from those schools have been directly named or implicated.

Two Hollywood actresses, Lori Loughlin and Felicity Huffman, were among the many of the rich 
and famous embroiled in the scandal.  Huffman was accused of paying $15,000 to boost her 
daughter's SAT scores.  Huffman took full responsibility for her actions, accepted the 
consequences and maintained her daughter knew nothing about what happened.   Meanwhile, 
Loughlin and husband Mossimo Giannulli (also charged) fought their charges and pleaded "not 
guilty" in connection with the scam.  They were accused of paying $500,000 in bribes to get their 
daughters admitted to USC and indicted on mail fraud and money laundering conspiracy charges. 

Multiple lawsuits were immediately filed against universities and individuals. Three students 
from Tulane University, Rutgers University, and a California community college filed a complaint 
against Singer and the affected universities that they hope will be certified as a class-action suit. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fraud
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bribery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mossimo_Giannulli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tulane_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rutgers_University
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 A parent filed a $500 billion civil suit in San Francisco against all the indicted individuals, claiming 
that her son was denied admission to some schools because of other parents buying access.

 POLITICS
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  April 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  May 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  Jun 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  
Total Coverage: 23 Hours 46 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on a variety of political issues at the local level.  Significant 
airtime was devoted to covering the deaths of thirty horses in the last six months at the Santa 
Anita Racetrack, located in Arcadia, California.  While the cause of the deaths is still unknown, the 
fatalities have encouraged local lawmakers to get involved.  A task force was created to 
investigate the horse deaths at the racetrack.  LA County District Attorney Jackie Lacey said that 
investigators will determine whether anything “illegal” had taken place. Racing had suspended 
for a time, but resumed after the state racing board approved new safety measures.

The station reported on how California Governor Gavin Newsom supported a state Senate bill 
that aims to protect the safety of race horses and their riders. Newsom signed Senate Bill 469, 
authored by Democratic state Sen. Bill Dodd of Napa. The bill would give the California Horse 
Racing Board authority to quickly suspend a meet license, if the health and safety of a horse or 
rider is at risk.  The current legal notice is at least ten days.  In early June, Newsom had directed 
the California Horse Racing Board to adopt new safety standards and a five-member board to 
review medical, training and racing history of horses. Newsom's office said 38 horses had been 
scratched or were denied entry at Santa Anita Park since then. The Governor said the horse 
fatalities are unacceptable.

 HEALTH
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  April 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30.  May 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  Jun 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.
Total Coverage:  7 Hours 23 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News covered at length on the various health topics that interest its Southern 
California audience.  One major topic of concern was the measles outbreak not only across the 
US, but especially how it was spreading across Southern California.  From January 1 to June 27, 
2019, 1,095 individual cases of measles have been confirmed in twenty-eight states. It is the 
greatest number of cases reported in the U.S. since 1992 and since measles was declared 
eliminated in 2000.  
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The measles outbreak had local college campuses concerned, where hundreds of students and 
faculty members at UCLA and Cal State LA were under quarantine orders until they could prove 
that they had been vaccinated or were immune.  

The station also reported on how three people who were infected had been travelling through 
the Los Angeles International Airport, and how there have been eight measles cases among LA 
County residents this year so far, with seven reports of non-resident measles cases within LA 
County.  Of the eight measles cases among residents, three are not linked to any of the others, 
and two of these cases are linked to international travel. The majority of the cases were 
unvaccinated, according to the LA. County Department of Public Health.

 IMMIGRATION
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  April 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 23, 24, 26, 30.  
May 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 12, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 28, 31.  Jun 1, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15, 17, 
18, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29.       
Total Coverage:  3 Hours 5 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on the continuing controversy of the Trump administration’s 
immigration policy, particularly on the border wall situation.

ABC7 covered how President Trump threatened numerous times to close the entire southern 
border and cut off aid to three countries in Central America.   The President wanted to tap into 
$2.5 billion in military funding to build high-priority segments of his border wall in California, 
Arizona and New Mexico a moved that was blocked by a federal judge. Judge Haywood S. Gilliam, 
Jr. in Oakland acted in two lawsuits filed by California and by activists who contended that the 
money transfer was unlawful and that building the wall would pose environmental threats.  "All 
President Trump has succeeded in building is a constitutional crisis, threatening immediate harm 
to our state," said California Attorney General Xavier Becerra, who led a 20-state coalition of 
attorneys general in one lawsuit.  At issue is President Donald Trump's February declaration of a 
national emergency so that he could divert $6.7 billion from military and other sources to begin 
construction of the wall, which could have begun as early as Monday.  Trump declared the 
emergency after losing a fight with the Democratic-led House that led to a 35-day government 
shutdown.  In the second suit, brought by the American Civil Liberties Union on behalf of Sierra 
Club and the Southern Border Communities Coalition, the judge determined that the use of the 
$2.5 billion for two sectors of the wall was unlawful, although he rejected environmental 
arguments that wall construction would threaten species such as bighorn sheep.

The station also reported on how the Trump administration began doing DNA tests on migrants 
crossing the US Mexico border in an effort to crack down on fraud. The Department of Homeland 
Security says the program is voluntary and will only be used to determine family relationships. 
The administration is also asking for another $4.5 billion in emergency funds to handle the surge 
of Central American migrant families crossing the border. The number of families and children 
arriving alone is outpacing the number of single adults, overwhelming border stations 
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unequipped to accommodate this population.  If approved, the money is earmarked to address 
humanitarian needs.

 WEATHER 
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  April 2, 4, 8, 9, 10, 11, 16, 24, 29.  May 6, 10, 14, 15, 16, 17, 21, 22, 
23, 26.  Jun 10, 11, 12, 14, 21, 26, 28, 29, 30.
Total Coverage:  1 Hours 23 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on weather conditions that affected the station’s viewing area in 
the second quarter of 2019.  

ABC7 covered the extreme heat conditions that started early this year, as several areas in the 
southland experience triple digit weather in early June, which triggered the first Flex Alert of the 
year.  California Independent System Operator Corporation (ISO) asked people to conserve 
energy from 4pm to 10pm on June 11th, and to set thermostats to 78 degrees or higher. 


