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                                               PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES 
 

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local issues and 

concerns in the station's city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes and segments of these 
programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following pages. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Program Name 
Schedule 

(Day/Time) 

Brief Generic Description 
(Note whether local, syndicated or network) 

13WMAZ 
Eyewitness News 

M-F 5am - 7 am; 
Noon - 12:30 pm;  
5 pm - 5:30 pm; 
6pm - 6:30 pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm; 
Sat-Sun 7am - 9 
am; 6 pm - 6:30 
pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm 
 

Local newscasts produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
inform viewers on local issues. 

13WMAZ Close Up 
Saturdays Noon - 
12:30 pm 

Local program produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
interviews community leaders on local issues. 

CBS 60 Minutes 
Sundays 7 pm - 8 
pm 

The program offers investigative reports, interviews, 
segments and profiles of issues and people in the 
news. 

CBS Face The 
Nation 

Sundays 10:30 am - 
11 am; 11:30 am – 
noon 

The program interviews newsmakers on the latest 
issues. 



 

 

 
 

                  LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER 
 

 
 

The following are local issues of concern to the community.  Programs that addressed these issues during 
this reporting period are listed on the following pages. 

 

 
 

Local Issue/Concern Brief description of local issue or concern 
Education Area schools started a new school year during the quarter.  

 
 

Crime and Public Safety 20 homicides occurred in Macon-Bibb in 2016, which is a 
30% decrease over 2015. Major crimes dropped 7%. Violent 
crimes have increased in Warner Robins and the issue has 
become the topic of debate in local government. Public 
safety is of high interest in the community.  
 
 Government New laws went into effect on July 1. Warner Robins City 
Council debated whether to hire a city administrator. There 
continued to be debate at the national level over issues, 
which drew interest at the local level. A forum was held for 
candidates running for City Council in Warner Robins. Two 
council seats and the mayoral race for Warner Robins are 
upcoming elections in November. 

Health Healthcare is a major contributor to the area’s economy. 
Health issues are of high interest in the community. For the 
second quarter in a row, a serious health concern impacted 
the community as more people were hospitalized by what 
authorities called counterfeit PERCOCET sold on the streets 
of Central Georgia. 
 
 
 

Military Robins Air Force Base employs 23,000 people. Robins Air 
Force Base released its 2016 economic impact report 
stating it contributed $2.86 billion to the Georgia economy. 
 

Economy The University of Georgia’s Terry College of Business annual 
economic forecast expects growth in the state of Georgia. 
In central Georgia, employment is expected to rise by 1.8%. 
 

Public Safety/Weather Tropical Storm Irma brought widespread power outages 
and damage to the area. A tornado also occurred in Bibb 
County in August. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ISSUE-RESPONSIVE   PROGRAMMING 
 
 
 

Local Issue: Education   
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

7/18 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes A report looked at the new law that could impact some 
Central Georgia schools that the state deems "chronically 
failing". It’s called the "First Priority Act". The report 
interviewed a parent with a child in second grade at Ingram-
Pye Elementary school in Bibb County. She said she's happy 
with her daughter’s school, but the state labels it "chronically 
failing.” It’s one of 11 in Bibb County. 
Last November, voters in the state of Georgia turned down a 
constitutional amendment that would have allowed the state 
to take over those schools deemed “chronically failing.” Since 
it didn’t get the green light, the generally assembly passed the 
First Priority Act. 
“It’s better than the initial idea,” Bibb Superintendent Curtis 
Jones said. He says although it isn’t perfect, schools on the list 
will first have to come up with a turnaround plan. Then, a 
state-appointed chief turnaround officer and turnaround 
coaches will monitor progress. 
“If you’re still not able to make improvements, then the chief 
turnaround officer may select your school for takeover and 
that may happen around year four or five,” Jones said. He 
says that collaboration is what makes the new law different 
from the amendment voters turned down. Jones says they've 
made some strides in Bibb. “Were making the progress we've 
talked about,” Jones said. “People don’t need to worry about 
one of our schools being taken over.” 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 7/22 noon 30 minutes Cathy Cox talked about her new appointment as Dean of 
Mercer University Law School. It’s a return to the school for 
Cox. She discussed her plans to improve enrollment and job 
opportunities for students. She talked about the importance 
of assessment of faculty and staff and working with them to 
look at everything the school is doing and doing everything 
she can to make the law school the premier law school in 
Georgia and across the Southeast.  
 
She talked about the need to fundraise to allow them to do 
the things they want to do. She also talked about the positive 
impact alumni make on the central Georgia community.  
 
She discussed her political career as a state representative 
and Secretary of State and her tenure as president of Young 
Harris College. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

7/25 6pm 3 minutes A report profiled Mercer University’s Center for Collaborative 
Journalism. The school received a new grant from the Knight 
Foundation to continue its educational program for 
journalism students. 13WMAZ will participate in the 
collaboration as a part of the grant. Mercer had already 
partnered with other organizations so students can learn all 
about print and digital journalism, but now they will be able 
to learn more about television. Student Jayla Moody was 
interviewed as part of the story. 
Mercer uses what they call a teaching hospital model. 
"The basic idea was instead of having students come in and 
learn from professors how to do journalism and do fake 
stories, that we would partner up with local media and pair 
them up with reporters who are actually in the field doing real 
stories for real audiences and let them learn that way," said 
Tim Regan-Porter, executive director of Center for 
Collaborative Journalism. 
Regan-Porter says the school will hire a full-time reporter who 
will work with WMAZ and their students to produce local 
news stories for the station and other outlets. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

7/25 11pm 2 minutes Announcement that Felicia Batts has been named Bibb 
County's Teacher of Year for 2018. Batts and 3,000 other 
school district employees met at the Macon Coliseum for 
their kickoff for the school year. Batts has taught for nine 
years. Now, she teaches special education at Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Elementary School. She says teaching is the 
toughest job she will ever love. 
“I can honestly say it's the kids that make this job worthwhile. 
There are challenges but at the end of the day, it's the kids 
that make you want to come back and do it again,” says Batts. 
Batts says she wants to reach children young to avoid places 
like prison because that is where she started her teaching 
career. She says she was overwhelmed and grateful for being 
honored. 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness 

News 
7/27 6pm 2 minutes A report interviewed students in a Fort Valley State University 

program, as they spend two weeks out of their summer to 
learn about oil, technology, and energy. The Cooperative 
Developmental Energy Program provides 9th-12th graders the 
opportunity to learn about STEM jobs. Students like Trevor 
Johnson traveled to Houston, Texas and visited oil companies 
like Exxon and Shell. 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

8/1 6pm 2 minutes Earlier this year, 13WMAZ reported that Cirrus Academy 
Charter School came up short last school year when it came 
to its special needs students. Reporter Nicole Butler went to 
see the new changes that have been made to make this 
school year better. The school has hired a whole new staff of 
special education teachers. 
This spring, the state said the new charter school fell short in 
providing services for their special education students. 
Starting its second year, Cirrus says the increased staff has 
made an impact already.  Along with the five special ed 
teachers, the school says they've hired a parapro, a speech 
therapy group and an occupational therapist. They also 
brought in lawyers for three hours of training for the entire 
staff. 
"So that we are hitting the ground running and no child is left 
behind everyone is on the ball and  
The school's superintendent, Ashanti Johnson says after going 
over all of the state laws and looking into each students 
learning plan they feel their program has a bright future. 
 

13 WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

7/31, 8/1 5pm, 
6pm, 
11pm 

10 minutes 
total  

Several reports followed students, teachers and parents on 
the first day of school in central Georgia. July 31 was the first 
day back to school for students in Dooly, Wilkinson, and 
Peach County. August 1 was the first day of school in Bibb 
County.  
Reports also included why 55 buses now have external 
cameras to help reduce the number of vehicles passing 
stopped school buses. During a survey in 2015, 105 Bibb bus 
drivers documented 130 illegal passing violations in one day. 
That's more than one violation per bus, but the district hopes 
a new camera system will hold drivers accountable. The fine 
for illegally passing a school bus starts at $300, and could go 
as high as $1,000 for multiple offenses.  
 13WMAZ Eyewitness 

News 
8/1, 8/7 5pm, 6pm 5 minutes 13WMAZ reported planned dismissal delays at several school 

systems due to the solar eclipse on Monday, August 21. 
Schools cited safety reasons to prevent students from looking 
at the eclipse without proper eye protection. Bibb County 
made its announcement on August 1. 
 
On 8/7 13WMAZ reported on the plans for Jones County 
schools. 
 
On 8/9 13WMAZ reported on the plans for Houston County 
schools. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

8/7 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes A $500,000 grant from The Peyton Anderson Foundation will 
support the “Teach to Inspire” project, which is aimed at 
providing creative resources to students. Vineville Academy of 
the Arts received the most grants and the most money of any 
school in the county. According to the Foundation, they 
received nearly 250 grant requests and were able to fund 112 
projects.  
 

https://www.bcsdk12.net/Domain/3315
https://www.bcsdk12.net/Domain/3315


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

8/11 6pm, 
11pm 

4 minutes Several reports followed developments as a former Bibb 
County superintendent pleaded guilty to tax evasion, 
including failing to report a $100,000 bribe. The guilty plea 
was reported in a news release from Macon-based acting U.S. 
Attorney Pete Peterman. The release said Romain Dallemand 
pleaded guilty Wednesday in Florida where he now lives. 
Dallemand admitted submitting a false tax return to the IRS 
for 2012, which under-reported his income and over-reported 
his deductions. The release says, "Mr. Dallemand failed to 
report an unauthorized $100,000 payment which was 
intended to influence Mr. Dallemand... while he served as 
Superintendent of the Bibb County School District."  
Federal court records also show that a federal grand jury this 
week indicted a Bibb County economic development 
official, Cliffard Whitby, who's accused of bribing Dallemand. 
Whitby served as chairman of the Macon Bibb County 
Industrial Authority. The indictment says Whitby paid 
Dallemand $100,000 to support a project he was involved in 
called the Macon Promise Neighborhood. Whitby now faces 
federal charges of fraud, bribery and money laundering. 
Harold Knowles, a Florida lawyer who allegedly funneled 
bribe money to Dallemand, was also indicted. So were two 
companies, Central Georgia Partnership for Individual and 
Community Development, which ran the Promise 
Neighborhood Project, and Postiventures Initiative. 
Dallemand faces up to three years in federal prison. His 
sentencing has not been scheduled. 
According to the Department of Justice, Whitby is charged 
with conspiracy to pay a bribe to an employee of an agency 
that receives federal funds; five counts of paying bribes; and 
money laundering. Knowles is charged with charged with 
conspiracy to pay a bribe; paying a bribe, and offering to pay a 
bribe. He is also charged with money laundering. 
The Central Georgia Partnership for Individual and 
Community Development and Positiventures are both also 
charged with money laundering. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 8/12 noon 30 minutes Curtis Jones, Bibb School Superintendent, appeared on the 
program. He talked about his four-point focus areas and some 
of the progress being made in the school system. A recent 
report showed that the class of 2017 had a 77% graduation 
rate compared to 52% in 2012. He talked about parent and 
student accountability, efforts to improve discipline and 
positive behavior intervention programs. 
 
He discussed partnerships with local businesses and the 
community in building success and school choice initiatives. 
He explained the decision to delay school dismissal on the day 
of the eclipse. 

"We will have a quality experience where students will be 
able to understand the eclipse," he said. "This is our 
opportunity to have experts, teachers share what we think is 
the best information on the eclipse."  

 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

8/24 11pm 3 minutes The State Board of Education met to decide the fate of the 
Hancock County Board of Education. The hearing only lasted 
15 minutes but ultimately kept the board intact. According to 
the state, the system was in jeopardy of losing its 
accreditation by a national agency, known as AdvancED. 
In a follow-up visit this past May, the district earned its 
accreditation back according to a July 3rd report. The report 
states, “The AdvancED Monitoring Review Team recognized 
areas in which the district has made progress. Specifically, the 
Board had completed its policy manual, implemented a 
process for the review and addition of board policy, 
participated in training and had reduced the number of called 
board meetings.” 
State Board Chair Mike Royal says Thursday’s hearing was just 
a formality and only dealt a specific part of Georgia Code. 
“I don’t think Hancock County has fixed their issues,” Royal 
said.  He’s not sure much has changed with the school system. 
“The progress from the review has been minimal. It has been 
the minimum that has to be done to come off of the 
probation. They have not knocked the socks off it from any 
measurable standard," Royal said. “What has been 
disappointing to me is the lack of a sense of urgency. Every 
child in that chair only has one opportunity for this and we 
have to have a sense of urgency when dealing with this. 
Royal says their hands were tied with the decision since the 
district is once again accredited. He says this isn’t the only 
way they can hold the board accountable, and they will in the 
future. 
In 2015, AdvancED gave the district eight areas to improve on 
before they returned. They include following their own 
policies and following their code of ethics. 
In their follow-up report last fall, AdvancED says after 13 
months, the district has made adequate improvements in just 
3 of those areas. 
"The students in the Hancock County Schools are suffering 
from poor oversight and inadequate attention to their needs," 
the report said 
That’s why the state planned a hearing on whether to remove 
the current board from office in hopes of turning things 
around. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

8/26 6pm 2 minutes Educators from across central Georgia gathered to celebrate 
STEM education Saturday at the Museum of Aviation in 
Warner Robins. Workshops were held to expand ideas on 
how to incorporate STEM in the classroom and make it fun for 
students. Teachers did hands-on activities, like putting 
together robots, and split into groups to teach each other 
new ways to bring STEM to life. Dr. June Scobee Rodgers 
spoke at the event about her new nationwide project the 
"Challenger Center," inspired by Christa McAullife – a teacher 
who passed away in the Challenger Space Mission tragedy. 
 



 

 

Public Service 
Announcement 

January, 
February, 
March 

Various 60-second 
PSA airing 
190 times 
during the 
quarter 

Reading is Fundamental – PSA encouraging parents to read to 
children as an important part of early childhood 
development. 

 
 

  Local Issue: Crime and Public Safety  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

Each 
Wednesday 
during the 
quarter 

11pm 1 minute each 
week 

Each week during 13WMAZ Eyewitness News at 11 
p.m. 13WMAZ airs a one minute public service 
announcement for Crimestoppers to ask for the 
community’s help in identifying suspects and  
providing authorities information to help make an 
arrest. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/4, 7/5 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

10 minutes Coverage of a officer-involved shooting after 
investigators said a Houston County deputy shot a 
man inside the man's home. GBI Special Agent in 
Charge J.T. Ricketson said it began with a domestic 
dispute between a husband and wife at Green Island 
Road in Bonaire. Neighbors said they heard 4 
gunshots ring out from the home, but it's still unclear 
if the man who was shot was armed.  
"A deputy responded to this address and got there 
about 9 minutes later," said GBI special agent JT 
Ricketson. He said when the deputy went inside, he 
and the man got into some sort of fight. 
"When he got there, a confrontation took place 
between the deputy and a subject inside the 
residence. There were a couple shots that were fired 
and the subject is now deceased," Ricketson said. 
Just minutes later, the GBI was called in to conduct 
an "officer-involved use of force investigation." They 
began canvassing the neighborhood to look for 
potential witnesses. According to Ricketson, the 
female spouse of the deceased man was at the 
residence when her husband was shot.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/9, 7/10 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

8 minutes Coverage of the GBI investigating the death of Eurie 
Lee Martin, who authorities said died Friday after 
being tased by Washington County 
deputies.According to the Washington County Sheriff 
Thomas Smith, deputies responded to a call that a 
man knocked on a door and was acting strangely 
along Deepstep Road. The GBI said there was a fight 
between Martin and the responding deputies. 
Special Agent in Charge Scott Whitley said that within 
30 minutes of the call, 58-year-old Martin was tased 
and died shortly after. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/16 11pm 3 minutes Coverage of an NAACP meeting as hundreds of 
people gathered in Sandersville to discuss the death 
of Eurie Martin. Francys Johnson, president of 
Georgia’s NAACP, attended the meeting to speak out 



 

 

about the three deputies accused of Tasing Eurie 
Martin moments before he died. 
 
Several community members voiced concerns about 
when law enforcement can use Tasers. No one from 
the Washington County's Sheriff's Office was present 
to answer questions, but Captain Ken Parker with the 
Sandersville Police Department said he came to help 
represent law enforcement from the area. 
 “Working together as a community to be an example 
to show the rest of the nation how we can come 
together and fix these issues we have,” said Parker. 
 
Parker said he trusts the process the Washington 
County Sheriff's Office is going through, but Johnson 
said Sheriff Thomas Smith should have been there 
even if he was advised to not speak. 
 
“We understand that he may not have been able to 
answer questions about an investigation that he is 
not conducting. Now remember, the GBI is 
conducting this investigation, but he should’ve been 
here to hear the concerns of the citizens,” Johnson 
said. 
The Martin family attended the meeting, but 
declined to comment. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/21 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

4 minutes Putnam County Sheriff Howard Sills provided some 
reaction after officials released their findings about 
how inmates Donnie Rowe and Ricky DuBose made 
their escape after allegedly killing Sgt. Christopher 
Monica and Officer Curtis Billue. The department of 
corrections implemented changes to their prison 
transport procedures that range from new pre-
boarding checklists to additional supervisors being 
involved in the process. They also implemented a 
permanent trail vehicle that will follow prison 
transport busses.  
"This was a DOC bus being operated by the DOC. 
They develop their own procedures and policies, and 
their policies are not binding on my personnel under 
any circumstances," Sills said. He said he thinks the 
processes and procedures that they had in place 
were adequate and his concentration is going to be 
"convicting these two individuals and hopefully 
sentencing them to death." 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/26 6pm 2 minutes Report that the Georgia State Patrol wants to recruit 
more than 350 troopers. 
Corporal Michael Burns out of the Forsyth post has 
been working for GSP for 9 years. "People think that 
all we do is write tickets, and work wrecks, and 
there's nothing more to it," says Burns. In recent 
years, he's noticed a decrease in the number of 
troopers assigned to posts across the state. "It's 
definitely a problem," said Burns.  
Burns says that GSP is authorized to have 953 
troopers across the state of Georgia. They currently 
have almost 600, which means they're more than 350 
troopers short of quota. "It puts a strain on the post. 
As short staffed as we are, there are nights when 
you're by yourself and the only person you have to 
rely on is yourself," said Burns.  
Burns explained that at some posts, like the one in 
Waycross, there are only 9 troopers total assigned to 
cover 6 entire counties. By the time you divide 
everyone into shifts, there may only be 3 troopers 
working in a single day. 
He explained that this can lead to longer response 
times to car wrecks or highway emergencies. 
Last year Governor Nathan Deal increased pay for 
certified law enforcement agents across the state by 
20 percent. This took GSP troopers' salaries 
from $38,000 to $46,000 a year. That's according to 
georgia.gov.  
The story closed with information on a recruitment 
fair in Dublin. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/1 11pm 3 minutes Reporting in criminal cases often say that the victim's 
body will be taken to the GBI Crime Lab for an 
autopsy. The story looked at how long that can take 
in some cases. The mother of Michael Boone was 
interviewed. His initial medical examination autopsy 
from the GBI came back within a matter of days 
revealing no physical trauma, but now nearly 2 
months after his body was found, the Boone family 
just now got the results of the toxicology samples 
providing the final determination of death. 
Brian Hargett is the lab manager for the GBI crime lab 
in Macon. He says if a determination of death cannot 
be made in a medical examination, the next likely 
step is to submit toxicology samples. Hargett says 
their GBI crime lab in Macon is 1 of 7 in Georgia and 1 
of 3 that perform the pathology medical examination 
autopsies, meaning the Central Georgia lab covers 
more than just their own area, but a total of 50 
counties across the state. Hargett says they've seen a 
49% increase in pathology cases over the last year. So 
not only is the Macon lab sometimes overwhelmed, 
but so is the Atlanta crime lab. That's where Hargett 
says they send their toxicology samples, along with 
every other lab in the state. 
He says there are a number of factors in why 
autopsies that require further testing take longer. 

https://gov.georgia.gov/sites/gov.georgia.gov/files/related_files/press_release/Text%20of%20Law%20Enforcement%20Event%20Remarks%20FINAL.pdf


 

 

Hargett says there are several areas where the GBI 
has staff shortages, creating a backlog of cases. He 
says there's been an increase in the complexity of the 
death cases they're seeing, which hasn't helped the 
backlog issue. He says sometimes pathologists have 
to wait on further evidence from the case the GBI is 
working. Hargett also says some cases may take 
priority over others like with the drug overdoses that 
swept the state last month. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/2  6pm  2 minutes A viewer posed the question, "Is a citizen's arrest 
legal?” so reporter Gabrielle Dawkins verified the 
answer. She interviewed Dublin Police Chief Tim 
Chatman. 
"When you think about citizen's arrest, it doesn't go 
to the point of a person putting handcuffs on them. It 
goes to the point of that person blocking their 
movement or restraining them until law enforcement 
shows up to the scene," says Chatman. 
Chatman says Georgia law, 17-4-60 Arrest by a 
private person, allows individuals to step in and make 
an arrest when they witness a crime, but you might 
want to proceed with caution. 
"It's legal to make a citizen’s arrest, but you better be 
wise when you do that, and you better know what 
you're doing when you carry it out," says Chatman. 
He says we all have a duty to save a life, and he urges 
people to call local law enforcement and let them 
handle the situation. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 8/22 noon 30 minutes David Cooke, Macon Judicial Circuit District Attorney, 
appeared on the program. He talked about the 
postponement of the Damion Deray Henderson trial. 
He discussed gun and gang related crimes, illegal 
gambling machines, a 1% pay increase for local law 
enforcement, stiffer penalties for crimes against law 
enforcement and the crime rate. 

 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/30 6pm 2 minutes Five people were arrested and charged in connection 
to a mysterious substance that made two Jones 
County students fall ill. The GBI is currently working 
to identify the substance. It has not been confirmed 
the substance was LSD. The Sheriff's Office said the 
drug, also known as a "stamp,” was being sold near 
the Jones County Achievement Academy. Even 
though they have only found the drug at the Jones 
County Achievement Academy, Sheriff Butch Reece 
said parents should be cautious. 



 

 

CBS News Special Repot 8/14 and 
8/15 

12:38 p.m. 
on 8/14 
and 4:23 
p.m. on 
8/15 

28 minutes Two special reports covered President Trump’s 
remarks on the violence in Charlottesville. 

 
 

CBS News, 13WMAZ 
Eyewitness News 

8/12 6pm and 11 
pm 

5 minutes 
 

Several network and local reports covered 
developments after one person was killed and 19 
others were injured Saturday when a car plowed into 
a group of protesters in downtown Charlottesville, 
Virginia, hours after police broke up violent 
confrontations ahead of a scheduled rally of white 
nationalists. 
The FBI and the Department of Justice said that they 
would be opening an investigation into the deadly 
crash. In a statement, Attorney General Jeff Session 
said "violence and deaths in Charlottesville strike at 
the heart of American law and justice." 
 
Follow up reports continued over the next week. 
 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/13  11pm 2 minutes  Earlier this year 13WMAZ told the story of a central 
Georgia woman who says she escaped sex trafficking. 
Now, that same woman is holding a candle light 
service to bring awareness to the problem. April 
Scarborough says she fell victim to sex trafficking in 
2006 and she is trying to help others from 
experiencing what she went through by having 
several members of the community speak at her 
event. 
Warner Robins mayor Randy Toms is one of those 
speakers. “This is something that we can actually 
make a difference in. We can stand up for these 
people that can’t stand up for themselves,” said 
Toms. Both Toms and Watson say the first step is 
bringing awareness. 
“But if there's just one and you save that one girl, 
that'll make you sleep better at night,” said Watson. 
Together they are hoping to shed light on the 
problem and put an end to human trafficking. 
The event will be held at 7 p.m. on Monday inside the 
Student Center at the Assembly Church in Warner 
Robins. 
Scarborough is also working to start a shelter for 
victims of human trafficking. 
The story ended by providing information on how the 
community could get involved and support the 
organization and the event. 

 
 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/white-nationalists-rally-charlottesville-live-updates/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/white-nationalists-rally-charlottesville-live-updates/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/white-nationalists-rally-charlottesville-live-updates/


 

 

CBS News Special Report 817 11:59 a.m., 
1:30 p.m., 
2:29 p.m., 
4:00 p.m. 

20 minutes Several CBS News special reports provided updates 
on the terrorist attack in Barcelona.  

Public Service 
Announcement 

April, May, 
June 

Various 203 60-second 
Public Service  
Announcements 
aired during the 
quarter 

Message about bullying prevention 

Public Service 
Announcement 

April, May, 
June 

Various 28 60-second 
Public Service 
Announcements 
aired during the 
quarter 

Message about neighborhood watch programs 
 

 
Local Issue: Government  

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/1 6pm, 11pm 3 minutes The story examined the new laws going into effect in 
Georgia on July 1. The Campus Carry law is the 
highest profile of the new laws. Beginning July 1, 
guns will be allowed on any campus in the state's 
public college and university system. There will still 
be some places on campus where guns will be 
banned. If a high school student is in the class, no 
weapons are allowed. It is the responsibility of the 
gun owner to know the rules.   
Other laws taking effect on July 1: 
* Senate Bill 16 -- This bill expands medical 
marijuana in Georgia. The bill expands the 
conditions eligible for treatment with cannabis oil, 
which is derived from marijuana.   
* House Bill 338 -- This bill gives the state the power 
to step in if a school is underperforming. They'll 
assign a Chief Turnaround Officer to intervene. If the 
school continues to do poorly, the state can convert 
it to a charter school. 
* House Bill 1 -- The law attempts to entice private 
companies trying to get into the space business to 
come to Georgia for their launches and 
landings.  The bill, which aims to protect the space 
industry from lawsuits by presumed space tourists, 
was considered "must-pass" legislation in order to 
draw more commercial companies to the Georgia 
coast.   
* House Bill 481 -- This law regulates drone launches 
and landings in the state. 
* DUI Law -- Those convicted of driving while under 
the influence could be required to use a device that 
could stop them from starting their car. The ignition 
interlock device requires drivers to blow into it to 
start the car, and then they have to do it every few 
minutes after that.  
* SB 160 -- The "Back the Badge Act" increases 
penalties for certain laws against public safety 
officers.  
 
 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/16
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/HB/338
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/HB/1
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/HB/481
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/160


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/10, 7/17, 
7/24, 7/31, 
7/29, 8/7, 
8/14, 8/21, 
8/28, 9/11, 
9/18, 9/25 

6am, 6:30am 
 
 

30 minutes 
total 

Each week 13WMAZ Eyewitness News Morning 
provided an update on the I-16 / I-75 interchange 
project. For example, on 7/31 spokesperson 
Kimberly Larson said crews are hitting a milestone in 
construction as they close the I-16E on-ramp at 
Spring Street. She said state crews are right on 
schedule with Phase 1 and Phase 1 B of the 
interchange project. 
“Everything is going smoothly,” said Larson. “Right 
now we have three different project managers just 
from the Georgia Department of Transportation that 
are overseeing those phases.” Crews in the Pleasant 
Hill community are pouring concrete on the open 
drain near Second Ave and Fourth Ave. 
“Pretty soon they should start some irrigation in that 
area as well,” said Larson. 
On 7/31 the I-16 East on ramp was shut down 
permanently. “Spring Street of course is going to 
have the most impact. That's a milestone for us,” 
said Larson. Larson says the state is aware of the 
delays that will happen with the closure, but closing 
the ramp is the best way to keep crews safe at work. 
“They have to shut that down so that they can get in 
there and add new culverts, drainage, and all of that 
will be built in where the ramp is now,” said Larson. 
Kimberly Larson said the following week, crews will 
start clearing land as they get ready to begin Phase 2 
and Phase 3. Construction will start on the 
interchange near Hardeman Avenue. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 7/8 noon 30 minutes Carolyn and Tony Robbins appeared on the 
program. They discussed their service to the 
community of Warner Robins. The show opened 
with them discussing how they met and their life 
together. 
Carolyn serves on city council and Tony works for 
the board of elections. He also served on the board 
for the downtown redevelopment authority for 
eight years. 
 
Carolyn discussed her thoughts on why President 
Trump was elected and the experience he brings to 
the office. They discussed several issues being 
debated including immigration. They discussed 
Sonny Perdue’s appointment to Secretary of 
Agriculture and David Perdue’s work as senator and 
complimented the leadership of both Houston 
County residents. 
 
They closed by discussing the growth in Houston 
County and the strength of Robins Air Force Base 

and the public education system. 
 



 

 

CBS News Special Report 7/13 12:43 p.m. – 
1:24 p.m. 

40 minutes CBS News carried a special report on the joint press 
conference between President Trump and French 
President Macron. 
 
During the press conference the two leaders 
discussed their meeting, issues related to the Paris 
Climate Agreement, terror threats, Syria, North 
Korea and China. President Trump also answered 
questions about his son related to a meeting with a 
Russian government attorney in order to acquire 
information about then-presidential candidate 
Hillary Clinton.  

 
13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/18 11pm 2 minutes A report on the public hearing over whether the 

Bibb County Board of Commissioners would renew 
the alcohol license for the Super Gas convenience 
store in west Macon. The store’s owner requested 
the public hearing after the Board voted not to 
renew the alcohol license. 
The controversy began in May, when Bibb County 
Sheriff David Davis wrote a letter to the 
commissioners saying Super Gas, also known as M 
and M, has been a "magnet for mischief in the 
neighborhood." In the letter, Davis says the Bibb 
County Sheriff's Office responded to the store 144 
times over the last year for a variety of reasons. 
Davis said it would be hard for him to recommend 
that the store receive an alcohol license, but would 
be willing to recommend it if the store increased its 
security. 
At the hearing, the owner’s lawyer said the owner of 
M and M had taken measures to try and stop crimes 
from being committed outside his store. But Davis 
said he felt there had not been much improvement 
over the last few months. After the hearing, the 
commissioners unanimously adopted a motion 8-0 
to still deny the store an alcohol license. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 7/29 noon 30 minutes Al Tillman, Macon Bibb Commissioner, District 9, 
appeared on the program. He discussed Unity N 
Community and the organization’s annual event to 
support students and faculty going back to school. 
He talked about how the event is a stress reliever for 
students and faculty. He noted that many of the 
students attending the event do not have an 
opportunity to go on a summer vacation and this is a 
free event where they can enjoy activities. 
 
Tillman discussed crime in the Bloomfield area. He 
said law enforcement has their hands full right now 
related to youth involvement in crime in the area. 
He talked about some of the programs to deter 
youth but there is a need for more advocates.  
 
He discussed the criminal record box on job 
application forms and the “ban the box” efforts. He 
talked about race relations and the need to train, 
educate and inform.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 8/5 noon 30 minutes Clif Wilkinson, Political Scientist, appeared on the 
program. He talked about gerrymandering in 
Georgia and different ways it works and why. He 
talked about the Atlanta area and whether it is 
becoming more competitive between the republican 
and democratic party. He talked about a current 
case coming to the Supreme Court. 
He discussed the 17th Constitutional Amendment, 
gridlock in Washington and President Trump’s first 
six months in office. He also discussed Georgia’s 
2018 election cycle, proposed state constitutional 
amendments, the debate over casinos in Georgia 
and medical marijuana. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/7, 8/8 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

10 minutes The story covered the debate about creating a city 
administrator to help run the city of Warner Robins 
day to day operations. The debate started when 
Councilman Keith Lauritsen brought up a proposed 
ordinance he wanted to put on the agenda to spark 
public conversation about creating a city 
administrator. The ordinance says it would create 
the position, determine powers and duties, and lays 
out the administrator’s role in the government. 
Debate lasted more than 15 minutes as Mayor 
Randy Toms and Council members went back and 
forth about the ordinance.  Supporters, like 
Councilman and former mayor Chuck Shaheen, say it 
would make day to day operations run smoother. 
Mayor Randy Toms and Councilman Mike Davis 
raised concern about meetings member of Council 
were having with each other. Councilman Davis said 
he had received Facebook messages about a 
meeting involving three members of Council and a 
potential applicant for the city administrator 
position, which does not exist yet. Council members 
Holmes, Tim Thomas, and Carolyn Robbins said they 
did have a meeting with a mayor from another 
Georgia city interested in the job who asked 
questions about the city’s process and potential for 
a city administrator. The three said repeatedly that 
they did not offer anything, interview the man, or 
treat the meeting like a job interview. 
Mayor Randy Toms took it a step further saying he 
had suspicions members of Council were meeting 
and not disclosing it publicly, which is required when 
four or more Council members meet at a time. 
Eventually, the Council added the ordinance to the 
agenda for their official meeting, but just as a first 
reading. They never took a vote on creating the 
position. Holmes says the debate has become 
political. “I don't want to touch it till after the 
election because I don't want this to be an 
influencing factor in who runs or who does not run,” 
Holmes said after the meeting. Holmes plans to be 
on the ballot again for his Post 5 seat this 
November. He expressed concern that the City is 
discussing the role of a city administrator, but so far 
has not presented any plans on how to pay for it. 
After the meeting, Councilman Tim Thomas said he 
supported the ordinance being read Monday to let 
voters and anyone running for office know that the 
City is considering creating the role of an 
administrator. But, Thomas says he would not vote 
to fund or create the position until the new 
administration is in place in January. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/21 11pm 3 minutes Warner Robins Council approved creating a city 
administrator. Jacob Reynolds was at the meeting 
and explained why one group said the issue should 
have been up to the voters. Before Monday night's 
vote on the creation of a city administrator position, 
the Robins Regional Chamber presented a plea to 
Council. “Voter opinions can be obtained through an 
advisory non-binding referendum held in 
conjunction with the city's general municipal 
election on November 7th, 2017,” CEO and 
President April Bragg said in the Council’s work 
session. Bragg said they simply wanted to open the 
conversation to the community it affects. She also 
said the Chamber would have been willing to hold 
public education forums about the position before 
the November election. “We really aren't taking a 
position on the position of city administrator, but 
more taking a position on civic engagement and 
involving the citizens and people that run 
businesses,” Bragg said. But just a few hours later, in 
a 4 to 1 vote, the Council approved the creation of 
the position. 
The ordinance explains many aspects of the 
administrator job, but leaves out details on salary. It 
says the administrator would be chief administrative 
officer, personnel director, help with budget 
proposals, supervise purchasing, keep an eye on city 
finances, and to “implement all policies, programs, 
and procedures which have been established by the 
mayor and city council.” The ordinance says the 
position would be appointed by mayor and council 
and would answer to mayor and council. 
Councilman Chuck Shaheen voted in favor and says 
it provides stability. “Since 2008, you've had Mayor 
Walker, Mayor Holmes, Mayor Havarilla, Mayor 
Shaheen, and Mayor Toms. You've had five mayors, 
Perry has had one city administrator in those 8 
years,” Shaheen said. He said the position allows the 
mayor and other city leaders to focus on big picture 
projects and the city’s progress, especially economic 
development. “Your mayor still appoints your 
department heads, people still work at pleasure of 
mayor and council, but we need to have someone 
who carries out the vision,” Shaheen said after the 
meeting. Councilman Mike Davis voted against and 
says this is an example of Council over-reaching. “I 
think you got people that want to do roles that 
aren't their roles to do. And I think they're doing it 
and I think they're trying to do the mayor's job and 
not giving the mayor an opportunity to do his job,” 
Davis said after the meeting. He was the one vote 
against, Councilman Clifford Holmes abstained. 
Davis said he had other questions as well. 
“How we going to pay for it? I mean how many 
times have you heard hey we don't have the 
money? We can't do this. I just think there's a lot of 
questions,” Davis said. Davis also questioned the 
legality of the move, saying he was not sure it was 
within Council authority to remove power from the 
mayor’s office. Davis and Shaheen both said they 
would consider a referendum on the November 
ballot as a suggestion.. 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/22 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Questions remain over Monday night's City Council 
decision to create a city administrator in Warner 
Robins. After the meeting, at least one councilman 
raised concern over the legality of the Council's 
decision to redistribute power from the mayor's 
office. The answer is a complex one, but city 
attorney Jim Elliott says as long as the Council 
changes the city's charter before the administrator 
ordinance goes into effect in December of this year, 
it will be legal and within their authority. The newly 
passed ordinance says the administrator would 
become chief administrative officer and answer to 
mayor and council. The administrator would take 
some responsibilities away from the mayor's office, 
including financial updates, spending, purchasing, 
enforcement of laws and ordinances and some 
personnel duties. Elliott says for the administrator to 
answer to mayor and council instead of just the 
mayor, they first have to amend the original city 
charter. “You amend the charter to say acting as a 
body they hold the administrative powers, and they 
as a body have hired this person to carry out those 
powers on their behalf,” Elliott said. Elliott says it is 
legal for elected officials to transfer existing powers, 
including administrative, among themselves. He says 
the state of Georgia General Assembly would have 
to approve a charter change only if they took 
executive powers from the mayor or council and 
gave them to a non-elected official. For example, if 
Council tried to give the administrator hiring and 
firing power over department heads, Elliott says that 
would need state approval. Mayor Randy Toms says 
he is not against an administrator, but he or she 
should not answer to both the mayor and council. 
“You can't function that way, you can't actually do 
your best job if you’re answering to all seven 
people,” Toms said in his office Tuesday. Toms also 
says he thinks Council acted too quickly to approve 
the position and did not get enough input from the 
public. And he says even if the position does not 
legally change the system of government in Warner 
Robins, it should still get state approval since the 
change would transfer administrative duties to 
someone else. “I think overwhelmingly, what I've 
heard from every attorney I've spoken to on the 
matter, is that there is just not a whole lot of case 
law on this, so I think in a lot of ways it's uncharted 
territory,” Toms said. Elliott pointed to two Georgia 
Supreme Court cases that he says provide case law that 
says transferring powers among already elected officials 
does not require state approval. No matter what, Toms 
says the mayor’s position should stay full-time. The 
ordinance did not specify a salary for the new position. 
Elliott says he has not been asked to start writing 
amendments for the charter at this time. Elliott says if the 
Council does not approve amendments to the charter to 
share administrative responsibilities amongst all 7 elected 
officials by the end of the year, the ordinance passed last 
night cannot go into effect in December. Toms said he 
would be fine with an administrator that helped update 
elected officials on ongoing projects, provided financial 
reports, and overlooked some departments, but not the 
fire and police departments. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/16 6pm 3 minutes 13WMAZ reported that an existing Georgia state law 
may make it impossible for any cities and counties to 
completely remove or destroy existing Confederate 
monuments. Warner Robins City Attorney Jim Elliott 
has been dealing with local and state laws for 32 
years. He says Georgia law leaves little wiggle room 
for local governments when it comes to removing 
military monuments, including the Confederacy. 
“The statute seems to very specifically deal with 
removal of, destruction of, defacing of, covering if, I 
think that was very interesting,” Elliott said in his 
office on Wednesday. Elliott says a version of the 
state statute has been on the books since the early 
20th century and it was last amended in 2004. 
The monuments in Macon-Bibb and Houston 
Counties are older than the law itself. The one in 
Perry in front of the Old Courthouse says it honors 
Confederate men from Houston County who lived 
and died, it was commissioned in 1907. One in 
downtown Macon was erected to the memory of 
the Women of the South, it was dedicated in 1911. 
The second one in downtown Macon, which says it 
honors the men of Bibb County who died fighting for 
the Confederacy, was erected in the late 1800s and 
then moved to its current location in the 1950s. 
“Those memorials, those various sculptures 
honoring members of the military or branches of the 
military are now protected under state law until the 
statute may be changed, if ever,” Elliott said. 
The law says specifically that no publicly owned 
military monuments can be relocated, removed, 
concealed, obscured, or altered unless it is to 
preserve, protect, or help interpretation. The section 
of code also says existing public monuments, 
including Confederate ones, cannot be removed or 
concealed from public view. Meaning, the 
monuments can be moved from one piece of public 
property to another, but cannot be removed entirely 
and kept from public view. 
Elliott says it seems like state legislators knew it 
would one day be controversial. 
Elliott also said it's important for protestors, or 
others who do not support the monuments, to know 
that the state preempted local government's action 
and has basically kept their hands tied when it 
comes to removing statues and monuments. 
Their options are either to move them to other 
public property or let them stand, they cannot be 
removed entirely or destroyed. 
 



 

 

CBS News Special Report 8/21 9pm 30 minutes Coverage of President Trump’s prime time address 
on the war in Afghanistan, In a prime-time address 
to unveil his new Afghanistan strategy, President 
Trump said the U.S. would shift away from a "time-
based" approach, instead linking its assistance to 
results and to cooperation from the beleaguered 
Afghan government, Pakistan and others. He 
insisted it would be a "regional" strategy that 
addressed the role played by other South Asian 
nations — especially Pakistan and its tolerance of 
the Taliban. 
 

CBS News Special Report 7/24 3:34 p.m.  15 minutes A CBS News Special Report on President Trump’s 
comments on efforts to repeal and replace the 
Affordable Care Act. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/17 6pm, 11pm 3 minutes  People gathered at the site of the Confederate 
memorial statue on Cotton Avenue in Macon for 
what they call a "Teach-In" 
demonstration. According to a post by organizer 
Danny Glover, their goal is to convince officials to 
move Macon's Confederate statues to Rose Hill 
Cemetery. Four additional people showed up to the 
rally including former Macon Mayor C. Jack Ellis. At 
least 15 sheriff's deputies were on hand to keep the 
peace. "We're saying is that over half of the 
population in this city happens to be African 
American. Most of us find it offensive," Ellis 
said.  Glover says while they wait for the monument 
to be moved, they would like the memorials to be 
covered up in an effort to "decimate symbols of hate 
from Macon-Bibb County as quickly as possible." 
He claims that the monument has only been in its 
current location for 50 years. Before that, it was in 
front of the courthouse. "We're not looking to 
destroy it, we're looking to put it in its rightful 
place," Glover said. He admits moving the statue 
won't end racism. "The symbols of racism don't have 
to be in our faces, they don't have to be in 
prominent public places," Glover said. "There is no 
other country in the world where the losing group 
has been honored, in which the Civil War and the 
Confederacy are in our country." 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/18 6pm 2 minutes On 8/18 13WMAZ polled the 9 Bibb County 
commissioners on their views regarding the calls for 
removing Confederate statues and emblems around 
the nation. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 8/29 noon 30 minutes Sam Hart Sr., chairman Macon Water Authority, 
appeared on the program. He discussed the recent 
unveiling of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. statue at 
the state capitol. He also commented on the recent 
controversies surround confederate statues. 
 
He discussed his duties with the Macon Water 
Authority. He talked about the procedures for 
getting leaks repaired and infrastructure repairs. 
 
He discussed the many community projects he is 
involved in and their impact to the community. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/30 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes A church council gathered at the Government 
Center in downtown Macon to discuss the 
Confederate monuments in Bibb County. Leaders of 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church Council of 
Bishops gathered to discuss why they think Macon's 
Confederate monuments should be moved to Rose 
Hill Cemetery. Bishop Reginald Jackson says 
although the Civil War is a part of history, not all 
history should be celebrated. 
"We insist that the 2 statues in Macon located in 
public squares be removed. We are not saying they 
should be destroyed or ripped down, but they 
should either be placed in a cemetery or placed in a 
museum," said Jackson. Bishop Jackson and former 
Macon mayor C. Jack Ellis say Macon should follow 
in the footsteps of the other major cities that have 
removed the states but do it this time in peace. 
"What better place to put them than Rose Hill 
cemetery, a public cemetery owned by the city of 
Macon where we have a space set aside? There are 
about 200 Confederate soldiers, so I can't think of a 
better place to put an unknown soldier, and that's 
statues of an unknown Confederate soldier," Ellis 
said. 
During the rally, there were people who shouted 
from their cars for the church council to "go home." 
Ellis and Bishop Jackson say they are unbothered by 
the pushback and will continue to fight to get those 
Confederate statues moved. 
There were about 25 Georgia churches represented 
at the AME Church Council of Bishops Conference. 

 
  

13WMAZ Close Up 9/9 noon 30 minutes Miguel Faria, community activist and author, 
appeared on the program. He discussed fleeing Cuba 
the age of 13 and a three day trip to the Cayman 
Islands, and eventually to the United States. He said 
he has not considered going back to Cuba because 
there is a chance he could be arrested based on 
some of the articles he has written about Castro.  He 
said he was uncertain about what was going to 
happen in Cuba.  
 
Faria is now an American citizen, and he said he 
takes his civic duties very seriously.  
 
He talked about the immigration policy and needs in 
the United States. He discussed DACA (deferred 
action for childhood arrivals). He stressed the need 
to look at individual cases and make decisions based 
on what the child has done or is doing in the United 
States. He talked about a need for an individualized 
approach. 
 
He also discussed issues related the elections in 
2018. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 9/23 noon 30 minutes Patty Bentley, State Representative, District 139, 
appeared on the program. Issues discussed included 
the proposed Flint River Reservoir; House Rural 
Development Council; Georgia minority film 
participation; Marshallville water situation; Butler 
water improvement loan; Next year’s gubernatorial 
race; growing and distributing medical marijuana in 
Georgia; casino gambling in Georgia. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 9/30 noon 30 minutes Vivian Childs, Houston County Republican, appeared 
on the program. Issues discussed included her 
recent Washington, D.C. visit; President Trump’s first 
nine months in office; Georgia’s farmers; the 
ongoing debate over health care legislation; 
immigration and the upcoming city elections in 
Warner Robins. 
 
She also discussed her “I Am An American” book. 
 

13WMAZ Special 9/30 1pm 1 hour Warner Robins City Council candidates for Post 1 at 
large seat and Post 3 met at a forum to discuss the 
issues. The program aired in an hour-long format at 
1:00 p.m. on September 30. 
 
Post 1 is an open race with no incumbent due to 
current Councilman Chuck Shaheen’s decision to run 
for mayor. Daron Lee, Eric Langston, Jim Taylor, and 
Jeffrey Walker are running for the seat. Walker was 
not at Tuesday's forum. The candidates shared their 
views on taxes. All three mentioned finding other 
sources of revenue besides increasing taxes. The 
three also were asked what should be done to 
improve relations with Robins Air Force Base.  
 
The two candidates for Post 3 also were at the 
forum. Incumbent Keith Lauritsen and challenger 
Terri Murray also discussed the issues. The two 
discussed the City’s crime rate. Councilman 
Lauritsen said the focus should be on growing the 
police force to match the demands of Warner 
Robins. Murray said the focus should be on diversity 
in the police force to better represent the City. 
Early voting in Warner Robins starts on October 
16th. The election is November 7th. 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 Local Issue: Health   
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/5, 7/12, 7/19, 
7/26, 8/2, 8/9, 
8/16, 8/23, 8/30, 
9/6, 9/13, 9/20, 
9/27 

 11pm 2 minutes each 
week  

Every Wednesday on 13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News at 11 p.m., 13WMAZ’s  
“Amped Up” segment showcases central 
Georgians working to live healthier lifestyles 
and tips to making healthy diet and exercise 
choices.  
 
On 8/27, Marvin James profiled Pure Barre: 
a fairly new fitness craze that's been around 
since 2001, helping people achieve a low 
impact, full body workout concentrating on 
the areas many would like to tone, working 
the hips, thighs, abs and arms, all in the 
comfort of a dance studio. 
Whitney Berry explained, "The focus on 
Pure Barre is very small movements, so 
everything is small and isometric. The idea 
behind Pure Barre is to work all of your 
muscle groups to fatigue so they are 

essentially shaking. Then you immediately 

stretch those muscles out so you're creating 
long and lean muscle instead of creating 
bulk muscle." Women primarily show up to 
enjoy the combination of yoga, Pilates and 
bar exercises, but men are encouraged to 
attend as well. 

 

 



 

 

60 Minutes 7/9 7:00 p.m. 20 minutes a report on a National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) supported study, attempting to 
discover whether Alzheimer’s disease may 
be preventable. The world’s largest 
concentration of people with a rare genetic 
mutation which causes early onset 
Alzheimer’s is found in Antioquia, Colombia. 
Scientists have taken a group of volunteers 
from this population, a group which will 
take an immunotherapy drug to remove 
amyloid plaque. The intervening years will 
offer researchers a chance to ascertain 
whether or not the drug has halted the 
disease in its tracks. Results aren’t expected 
until 2021. Includes interviews with: family 
volunteering for Alzheimer study in 
Antioquia, Colombia identified by first 
names only: Freddie, Cecilia, Victor, Sara, 
and Julio (through translator); Dr. Francisco 
Lopera, neurologist at the University of 
Antioquia; Lucia Madrigal, Dr. Lopera’s 
former nurse (through translator); Ken 
Kosik, neurologist and professor in 
neuroscience at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara; Dr. Pierre Tariot, director of 
Banner Alzheimer’s Institute; Dr. Claudia 
Kawas, Alzheimer’s researcher and clinician 
at the University of California Irvine; and Dr. 
Eric Reiman, executive director of the 
Banner Alzheimer's Institute. Also includes 
comments by: Norm (only identified by first 
name), Alzheimer’s patient. (C: Lesley Stahl 
– P: Shari Finkelstein)  

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/25 11pm 3 minutes The story profiled Jace Crumbie and how 
the Jay’s HOPE Foundation helps families in 
middle Georgia as a child with cancer goes 
to school.  
 “We are all about helping them now and 
how can we stand in the gap and relieve so 
many burdens that they face,” foundation 
executive director Cindy Gaskins said. 
“When a child is diagnosed with cancer, it 
affects the whole family.” 
The organization held a Back to School Bash 
to give gift cards for school supplies to 
families. Gaskins said. “We're just able to 
step in and link arms with these parents and 
help provide that extra support during this 
time of the year.” The TEGNA Foundation 
helped fund the Jay’s Hope Foundation back 
to school bash. TEGNA is the parent 
company of 13WMAZ.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/3 6pm 2 minutes The Medical Center Navicent Health has 
agreed to pay the federal government and 
the state more than $2.5 million for false 
claims. That's according to a news release 
from acting U.S. Attorney Pete Peterman. 
He said the claims involved bills for 
ambulance transports that were inflated or 
medically unnecessary. According 
to Peterman, the case started 27 months 
ago with a whistleblower lawsuit filed by 
Andre Valentine, a 
former Navicent paramedic who'll get a 
share of the settlement. 
Petermans' news release said their August 
3rd settlement with Navicent is not a finding 
of guilt. 

  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/7 11pm 2 minutes  Reporter Justin McDuffie explained how the 
new expanded school nurse program in Bibb 
County is designed to help kids. He 
interviewed a family that has a child that 
must take medicine during the middle of the 
day and now will be able to with a full-time 
staff nurse at the school. Previously, school 
nurses were only at schools a few days a 
week. Most of them rotated among 3 
schools, but now, Bibb County will have 
medical coverage at all elementary 
schools.  "We're looking at this to increase 
attendance in the kids, help the parents stay 
at work, but we also have a lot of children in 
the system with chronic health conditions 
they need help managing during the school 
day," said lead school nurse Stacy Carr. Carr 
says the new medical coverage will depend 
on each school's needs. The full-time nurses 
will be able to do assessments like checking 
blood pressures or blood sugar. They can also 
give out medicine and deal with any other 
medical problems.  
 

  



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/10 6pm 2  minutes  The report focused on concerns the state 
Department of Health had about 
microblading. The cosmetic procedure uses 
a device with small blades that introduce a 
tattoo-like pigment on the eyebrows. Rick 
Craft of the State Health Department said 
this work can be done only by a licensed 
physician at either an office or a permitted 
body art facility that's inspected regularly. 
However, with microblading on the rise, the 
state is warning people to be careful. 
Georgia has an additional law that requires 
a doctor or physician actually to be the one 
that does any procedure involving an area 
within 1 inch of the eye," says Craft. Craft 
says you don't want to go to just anywhere 
to get this done, like someone's house, 
because you might run the risk of severe 
infection. 
"If you get a tattoo or some procedure like 
microblading, it is possible for infection to 
start when it is obviously staph infection, 
but you get an inflammation on the site, 
depending on the care that it receives can 
actually result in skin loss and tissue loss,” 
says Craft. 
If you’re apprehensive about what places 
you can go to for eyebrows, contact your 
county health department and verify that 
any body art studio operating in your county 
is a permitted facility in the county. 
Currently there is a handful of places that 
conduct the procedure in Central Georgia, 
but Craft says that the Health Department 
received several calls from people hoping to 
set up a business and perform 
microblading.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/11 11pm 2 minutes Macon native and country music superstar, 
Jason Aldean, played for a sold-out crowd at 
the Macon Centreplex. 100 percent of the 
ticket sales go towards the new $63 million 
children’s hospital being constructed on the 
corner of Pine Street and Spring Street. This 
is the second concert Aldean has done in 
Macon in the last two years.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/25, 8/26 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

5 minutes Several reports followed developments as 
fake Percocet pills sold caused eight 
overdoses in Central Georgia. The GBI said 
the pills contained a synthetic version of the 
painkiller fentanyl. Officials said the pills are 
similar to the batch that caused dozens of 
overdoses in June. Both batches contained 
cyclopropyl fentanyl. The June batch also 
contained another synthetic opioid, U-
47700. In June, the GBI said that substance 
was 7.5 times stronger than morphine. GBI 
spokeswoman Nelly Miles said the latest 
batch also contains U-47700, but possibly 
not as much. She would not comment on 
why the latest batch does not appear to be 
as potent. She said, "We really just 
appreciate getting the word out, and this 
really just underscores the dangers of 
counterfeit drugs." The GBI says both 
substances -- cyclopropyl fentanyl and U-
47700 -- are highly dangerous, even in small 
quantities, and could be absorbed through 
the skin. Warner Robins police Chief Brett 
Evans said they're still looking for the source 
of the fake Percocet pills. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/22 11pm  2 minutes A report looked at how healthcare costs 
could be changing for Bibb County 
employees. 
“There are more individuals, so far this year, 
with claims in excess of $25,000 than there 
have been in the past two years, 
comparatively speaking,” says the account 
executive for Blue Cross Blue Shield, Chris 
Leoffler. Leoffler told commissioners health 
claims from county employees are up this 
year. He suggested the county 
raising copays on emergency room visits 
and lowering copays for urgent care to help 
reduce costs. Commissioner Virgil Watkins 
says encouraging health lifestyles is another 
way to keep people out of doctor's office. 
Watkins introduced a resolution that would 
pay bonuses to county employees who 
record a certain amount of steps. 
Commissioners decided to discuss this 
program with Blue Cross Blue Shield before 
voting on it.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/25 11pm 2 minutes Reporter Nicole Butler spoke with Big Mike 
of Big Mike and the Booty Papas about how 
the community is now banding together to 
help get him back on his feet after a recent 
health scare. 
One of Mike's friends and band members, 
Phil Palma, says Big Mike lives up to his 
nickname, a giant at first glance. "And a lot 
of people who don't know Mike think, 
'You've got to be crazy. That's Big Mike, 
dude,' and it's like his heart is so tender," 
Palma says. 
Always having a soft spot when it came to 
giving back to the community. "He 
dedicates his life to the blues and helping 
other people, so when there are benefits 
that arise, he's like I said, he's burning down 
a trail to get to it to help people," Palma 
says. Playing over 100 benefits over the 
years, Big Mike says he's never turned one 
down. 
His surgery for melanoma cost him around 
$7,000, and now there's regular checkups 
and treatment. Members of the community 
are now fundraising to help him pay the 
costs. 
 

60 Minutes 8/27 7:00 p.m. 10 minutes an interview / profile of Greg Glassman, the 
creator of the CrossFit workout, a physical 
fitness program that mixes elements of 
weightlifting, calisthenics, and gymnastics. 
CrossFit has become the largest chain of 
gyms in history 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/31 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

10  minutes Several stories showed how central 
Georgians were helping those in need after 
Hurricane Harvey. Centerpoint Church in 
Warner Robins in helping victims by 
collecting daily essentials from socks to 
diapers and even cleaning supplies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 Public Service Announcement July, August, 

September 
Various 192 :60 spots 

 
American Diabetes Association: One Step at a 
Time, encouraging healthy eating and exercise 



 

 

 
Public Service Announcement 

July, August, 
September 

Various 203 :60 spots Stroke prevention and warning signs 

Public Service Announcement July, August, 
September 

Various 162 :60 spots Alzheimer’s awareness and caregiver support 

Public Service Announcement July, August, 
September 

Various 135 :30 spots Message encouraging people to participate in 
local walk to benefit the Alzheimer’s Association 

Public Service Announcement July, August, 
September 

Various 34 :60 spots Educational message about Parkinson’s Disease  
 

Public Service Announcement August, 
September 

Various 133 :60 spots Message encouraging people to participate in 
the local Race for the Cure. 

  
 
 Local Issue: Military  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/10 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes Coverage of a ceremony for a change of command 
for the 116th Air Control Wing at Robins Air Force 
Base as Colonel Mark Weber passed the torch to 
Colonel Thomas Grabowski. Grabowski previously 
served as the vice commander of the wing. He joined 
the Air National Guard in 1985 and started out as a 
cook at Robins Air Force Base in 1986. He says he has 
big shoes to fill, but he is honored and prepared to 
take command.  "One of the benefits of being the 
vice is you get to work closely with the wing 
commander on a daily basis, so it's kind of like on the 
job training and for myself, I've been on the job 
training here at Robins for more than 30 years," he 
said.   
The 116th Air Control Wing has just over a thousand 
members. Their missions include airborne command 
and control, battle management, and surveillance 
capabilities. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/14 11pm 3 minutes The story remembered the life of John R. Dominey Jr. 
"Dad was a hero… He was an American hero, a 
patriot," says Jim Dominey, John's son. At the age of 
19, Dominey enlisted in the US military. He was a 
member of the 15th Air Force, 455th Bomb group, 
and 742nd Bomb squadron.  "He served in WWII as a 
turret gunner on a B-24 bomber and was shot 
down," says Jim. After 18 missions aboard "Roger the 
Lodger," his plane was shot down over Austria on 
April 25th, 1945.  
"When he parachuted out, he didn't think he was 
going to live, and he was trying to say the Lord's 
Prayer and he didn't have time to say it, so he asked 
God to just "have" him… He said, "Just have me," and 
as he said that, he felt God touch him, and when he 
felt God touch him, he was at peace," says Becky 
Woods, John's daughter.  
His parachute safely reached the ground, but he was 
captured by Germans and held as a POW for the next 
ten days. After the war, Dominey was honorably 
discharged as a Staff Sergeant—receiving the 
American Theater Ribbon, EAME Ribbon with 3 
bronze stars, Good Conduct medal, Air Medal with 1 
bronze cluster and the Victory Medal.  He married his 
wife of 66 years, and had 6 children.  
"There are still a few, although fewer and fewer 
these days WWII veterans surviving and living," says 
Jim. Today, it's projected that only about half a 
million WWII vets remain alive. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/26 6pm 2 minutes Coverage of the ceremony for the new commander 
of the 78th Air Base Wing at Robins Air Force Base. 
Colonel Jeff King handed over command of the 
78thAir Base Wing at Robins to Colonel Lyle Drew. 
“To the men and women of the Air Base Wing, I'm so 
proud of you, thank you for all that you do for each 
and for our nation. It has been my highest honor to 
serve you and to serve with you,” King said while 
addressing the crowd. King also thanked people for 
supporting the base day. 
While King was installation commander for two 
years, the Base won two maintenance depot awards, 
improved safety, and hosted an air show last year. 
King often joked he was like a Base mayor, which is 
something Colonel Lyle Drew said he wants to 
continue when he takes over. “So, with that 
population, you are like a mayor of a small city or 
town. With that, I'll be responsible for ensuring all 
the support functions here on the Base are provided 
in a way that support not only the folks that work 
here, but also their families,” Colonel Drew said 
before the ceremony. 
Drew takes over a Base of 22,000 people, support for 
37 units, and the largest industrial complex in the 
state. As Air Base Wing commander, he'll directly 
oversee 3,600 personnel. Drew will also oversee, 
"Logistics, medical, civil engineer, security, and 
mission support functions," according to information 
from the Base. Before this, Drew commanded a 
maintenance group in New Mexico that worked on 
Reaper and Predator unmanned aircraft. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/31 6pm 2 minutes  Reporter Jacob Reynolds looked at the one-year 
anniversary of The Veterans Education Career 
Transition Resource (VECTR) Center in Warner Robins 
and how they have helped military personal and 
families of military personnel. Over the last year, the 
VECTR Center says it has helped 8,700 veterans, 
Active Duty, Reserve, Guard members and their 
families. They provide education on-site, access to 
state universities and colleges, help with benefits, 
finding jobs and becoming employed, and help 
create connections to community services. VECTR is 
partnered with Central Georgia Technical College. 
The Center now helps about 250 people a week and 
Ross says thanks to state and military funds, like the 
GI Bill, they're able to do a lot of their work at no 
cost. 
 

Public Service Announcement July, 
August, 
Septembe
r 

Various 184 60-
second public 
service 
announceme
nts 

Information to support the families of veterans and 
their caregiving. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  Local Issue: Economy  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/11 11pm 3 minutes Report looked at the year for Spectra taking over 
management for the Macon Coliseum and the 
City Auditorium. The coliseum’s general manager 
David Aiello said they came across a lot of 
problems when they first took over. 
 
“We're making progress each and every day. I 
mean we can’t get to A-D without stopping at B 
and C first,” says Aiello. Spectra began managing 
the coliseum July of 2016 just after a health 
inspection that showed rodents in some of the 
kitchens. 
 “We took everything out, cleaned everything, 
power-washed everything to make sure it’s up to 
code,” says Aiello. Aiello says along with new 
appliances they are getting ready to open two 
more concession stands and spend $60,000 on a 
system that will allow more efficient sales. “Take 
more orders in different locations whether we 
have portables out in the lobby, and so that 
means everybody doesn't have to go to 
concession stands to get an order,” says Aiello. 
 
He said they have also found more efficient ways 
to hold events during hockey season, and they 
are working on getting LED lighting. Aiello says 
the new lighting would save money. “You'll see a 
lot less lights, but it'll be brighter in here,” says 
Aiello. 
He says the fiscal year is not over yet, but he says 
it looks like they are going to save the county 
about $700,000 this year compared to the $1.7 
million deficit last year. 
 
“We're still operating in the red, but I think with 
further development we could probably get in 
the black, which is where we want to be,” says 
Bibb commissioner Larry Schlesinger. Schlesinger 
says as a county commissioner and as a Mayhem 
fan, he is impressed with Spectra's work. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/24  6pm 2 minutes A non-profit called Operation HOPE is working to 
give free financial education to low and 
moderate income families in Macon. The story 
looked at a possible vote by Bibb commissioners 
that would giving $100,000 to help the 
organization. The report interviewed someone 
who has benefited from the program, and a 
counselor with the organization. The report also 
provided information if members in the 
community were interested in volunteering with 
the organization. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/27 6pm 2 minutes Hodac, a social services non-profit that served 3 
counties, announced it is closing in the fall 
because of lack of funding. Hodac served three 
central Georgia counties for 45 years. Executive 
Director Sherri Peavy said the social-service 
agency has lost more than a million dollars in 
funding over the last five years. “I think it's just 
the economy. People don't have the available 
money to give to other agencies no matter how 
worthy the cause is,” Peavy said. In May and 
June, Hodac lost $365,000.00 from the State of 
Georgia, United Way, and the Criminal Justice 
Coordinating Council that was used to operate 
their 1-800 helplines. Peavy said that the Georgia 
Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Disabilities moved the money 
away from the helplines, which led to United 
Way and the Criminal Justice Coordinating 
Council to do the same. The call center was 
averaging 1,200 calls a month when it closed at 
the end of June, Peavy said. 
Hodac estimates operators had helped 560,000 
people over the phone alone the last 45 years. 
Hodac says they are working with other advocacy 
and social services agencies to make sure no one 
will lose help when they close. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 7/28,7/29,  
7/30 

 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

20 minutes 
total  

Coverage of Bragg Jam in downtown Macon. 
Thousands of people filled the streets to listen to 
live music from more than 80 bands; ranging 
from country, rock, blues, electronic, and soul-
infused sounds. The music ran for 12 hours, from 
2 p.m. to 2 a.m.    
Downtown restaurants and bars teamed up with 
local businesses and organizations to pack 19 
stages, bringing in a wide variety of artists to 
central Georgia. But beyond the music, some 
festivalgoers said they love this event so much 
because it brings the community together. 
 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/31 6:00pm 2 minutes The story profiled growth at Mercer University. 
According to Mercer, this is the largest freshman 
class they have ever had at about 900 students, 
but they have been seeing growth in freshman 
admissions since 2013 after the return of their 
football program. 
 
"In the past 5, we've increased about 38% in our 
incoming freshman class and we will continue to 
see that we're not only attracting a larger group, 
but we're also staying rooted in the core values 
of a small intimate environment and a very 
relationship driven education,” says the Director 
of Undergraduate Admissions Kelly Holloway. 
 
Though football can be persuading many 
students, we talked to said it was not their main 
reason for choosing Mercer but instead the 
school morale. 
 
"Just walking around campus and hearing people 
talking about the first football game. It's just a 
part of college life, going to college football 
games. It contributes to the school spirit more 
and it's just something that contributes to the 
school spirit all together,” says freshman Genesis 
Cooper. 
 
For the freshman classes' first Mercer Bears 
football game, they say it is the camaraderie that 
will make it that much more exciting. 
 
Mercer Admissions says although this year's 
freshman class is the largest they cannot tell if 
the rise in attendance will continue. However, 
they are excited to have what they call one of the 
most qualified freshman classes to date.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/31 6 pm 2 minutes The story looked at how businesses have 
benefited from the growth of Mercer University 
and the return of football. Mercer Village is a 
restaurant hub for students. Carl Fambro, the 
owner of the Francar's Buffalo Wings, says that 
he wasn't here when he moved to the village. 
"We see three to four times more customers on 
game day," says Fambro. His biggest order to 
date is 2,000 wings on game day.  "Right before 
the game starts, a ton of people will descend on 
Mercer Village and they will eat, drink, have a 
good time and then go over to the game," says 
Fambro. "The stadium is only 5 minutes away 
even if you walk, so it's really convenient." 
Students like Patrick Ingle says he noticed the 
economic boost from Mercer's new football 
program over the past two years. You've got an 
increased flow of people who can come and 
spend money and invest in the local companies 
and you can definitely see the benefit.  Fambro 
says he looks forward to those Bear fans walking 
through his door. 
Margaritas, Sauced Pizza, and Jittery Joe's all told 
us that game days are big days for them. 

 
 

Public Service 
Announcement 

July, August, 
September 

various 80 :60 spots Message about how goodwill helps job seekers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  Local Issue: Public Safety/Weather  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Special Report and 
13WMAZ Eyewitness News 

8/4 
 

9:01 p.m. – 
9:46 p.m. 
and 11pm 

50 minutes 
total 

13WMAZ provided live coverage to alert central 
Georgians as severe weather moved through the 
area. The 13WMAZ news team then provided an 
update at 11:00 p.m. as Georgia Power crews 
worked to clear downed power lines and trees in 
south Bibb County. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/5 11pm 3 minutes 13WMAZ looked at why a tornado warning was 
not issued for the storm. National Weather 
Service meteorologist Sid King explained, "We 
didn't see anything too convincing on the radar, 
and we didn't want to get into a boy who cried 
wolf scenario by warning on things that we're not 
convinced of, so by the time we saw it, it had 
essentially lifted at that point,” said King. 
King wanted to assure people at home that they 
keep a watchful eye on Central Georgia from all 
angles. 
"We usually use multiple radars for it, and we 
were looking at a couple of radars, one from the 
Warner Robins Air Force Base, and one from our 
office in Peachtree City," King said," we were able 
to look at the low levels of the storm and the 
high levels of the storm, but we really weren't 
looking at anything convincing enough to put 
down a tornado warning." 
King and Steven Nelson from the NWS surveyed 
the damage, and concluded an EF-1 Tornado ran 
through south Macon with wind speeds of about 
105 mph. King said the tornado was short lived, 
and traveled only about a quarter of a mile. 
 

CBS News Special Report 
and 13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

8/27, 8/28 8/27 8:00 
a.m., 9:00 
a.m., 9:57 
a.m., 11:30 
a.m. 
 
And 8/28 at 
6:00 a.m., 
5:00 p.m, 
6:00 p.m., 
6:30 p.m. 

8/27 1 hour 
and 50 
minutes 
 
 
 
8/28 for 35 
minutes 

CBS News special reports provided information 
on disastrous flooding in the Houston, Texas area 
as a result of rainfall from Hurricane Harvey.  
 
Over the next weeks, Central Georgians 
supported disaster relief efforts. 
 
On 8/28, 13WMAZ hosted a phone bank with 
volunteers from the American Red Cross to 
support disaster relief efforts. The phone bank 
raised over $20,000 in 2 hours. 

 
 
 



 

 

CBS News Special Report 8/28 and 
8/29 

8/28 at 
4:20 p.m. 
and 8/29 at 
1:05 p.m. 

58 minutes On Monday, August 28, a CBS News Special 
Report aired with President Trump’s remarks on 
Hurricane Harvey during a joint press conference 
with Finnish President Sauli Niinistö. 
  
On Tuesday, August 29, a CBS News Special 
Report aired with a briefing from President 
Trump on Hurricane Harvey relief efforts. 

 
  
  
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 

and 13WMAZ Special Report 
 

9/11 5 a.m. – 
6:30 p.m. 

13 hours  13WMAZ provided 14 hours of live coverage as 
Tropical Storm Irma pushed through central 
Georgia, leaving tens of thousands without 
power and causing travel difficulties as downed 
trees blocked roads.  
 
Coverage included analysis from four of the 
staff’s meteorologists and live reports from the 
field to provide information from local 
authorities and provide an update on conditions 
across the area. 
 
 

 
 
CBS FACE THE NATION   Sundays 10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. – noon 
 
07/02/17 Guests: Senator Mike Lee (R-UT), author, “Written Out of History: The Forgotten Founders Who Fought 

Big Government” (1); Ezra Klein, Vox.com (2); Lanhee Chen, Hoover Institution, Stanford University (2); 
Michael Graham, The Boston Herald (2); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (2); Holly Williams, CBS 
News Foreign Correspondent (3); Matthew Heineman, director, “City of Ghosts “ (4); Abdalaziz Alhamza 
(“Aziz”), journalist, co-founder, “Raqqa is Being Slaughtered Silently” (RBSS) (4); Sally Mott Freeman, 
author, “The Jersey Brothers” (5); Lynne Olson, author, “Last Hope Island” (5); John A. Farrell, author, 
“Richard Nixon: The Life” (5); Pater Baker, author, “Obama: The Call of History” (5) 

 1) Topics include: Senator Lee’s support for the Consumer Freedom Act / Republican difficulty in 
replacing the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”); Senator Lee’s book, which tells the tales of eight 
forgotten founders -- people who helped to shape the country 

 2) Topics include: Republican approaches to health care / possible bipartisan bill for health care / 
problems with the current Republican effort to replace Obamacare (Affordable Care Act); President 
Trump’s recent Twitter attack against the hosts of MSNBC’s “Morning Joe” news program 

 3) a report from Raqqa, Syria on the efforts to retake the ISIS (ISIL/Daesh) stronghold 
 4) a discussion with Mr. Heineman and Mr. Alhamza on “City of Ghosts”, the documentary on the 

challenges and dangers a citizen journalist group in Raqqa, Syria has faced in exposing ISIS (ISIL/Daesh) 
atrocities amid the ongoing conflict 

 5) a discussion with authors Ms. Freeman, Ms. Olson, Mr. Baker, and Mr. Farrell on their respective 
works -- the books by Ms. Freeman and Ms. Olson are set in the World War II era, while Mr. Farrell’s is 
on former President Richard Nixon and Mr. Baker’s is on former President Barack Obama 

 
07/09/17 Guests: Nikki Haley, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations (1); Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Chairman, 



 

 

Senate Committee on Armed Services (2); Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX) (3); David Brown, former Dallas, TX 
police chief, author, “Called to Rise: A Life in Faithful Service to the Community That Made Me” (4); 
Margaret Brennan, CBS News Senior Foreign Affairs Correspondent, CBS News White House 
Correspondent (5); David Nakamura, The Washington Post (5); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (5); 
Michael Crowley, Politico (5) 

 1) Topics include: whether or not President Trump fully accepted Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
claim, made when they recently met at the G20 summit, that Russia did not meddle in the U.S. election / 
Ambassador Haley’s impression of the meeting between Presidents Trump and Putin / North Korea / 
possible impact of China’s relationship with North Korea on trade agreements with the United States 

 2) Topics include: call for Russia to pay a price for Russia’s meddling in the U.S. presidential election; 
status of the health care bill in the Senate; Secretary of State Rex Tillerson’s comments about Syria, 
claiming that U.S. and Russian objectives are the same / Senator McCain’s occasional regret over voting 
to approve Rex Tillerson for Secretary of State; lack of U.S. strategy in Afghanistan 

 3) Topics include: status of the health care bill in the Senate / reaction to Republican Senator Chuck 
Grassley’s comments on “annihilating the pre-existing condition requirement” / Affordable Care Act 
(“Obamacare”) 

 4) Topics include: the one-year anniversary of the attack on the Dallas Police by a sniper / belief that 
society is asking too much of the police / call for respecting the police, while acknowledging that 
communities of color do get treated differently by some who do not deserve to be police officers / 
recollections from Mr. Brown’s book 

 5) Topics include: Trump administration’s view of the meeting between the president and Mr. Putin / 
President Putin’s views on Russia – U.S. relations / President Trump’s desire to move away from 
questions of Russian interference in the presidential election / President Trump’s tweet suggesting a 
joint “Cyber Security Unit” with Russia; Secretary of State Rex Tillerson’s comments about Syria, claiming 
that U.S. and Russian objectives are the same; North Korea / possible impact of China’s relationship with 
North Korea on trade agreements with the United States; current situation in Raqqa, Syria 

 
 
 
07/16/17 Guests: Senator Mark Warner (D-VA), Vice Chairman, Senate Intelligence Committee (1); Senator Rand 

Paul (R-KY) (2); Susan Page, USA Today (3) (5); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post, CBS News Contributor 
(3) (5); Ramesh Ponnuru, National Review (3) (5); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (3) (5); Jay Sekulow, 
President Trump attorney, chief counsel, American Center for Law & Justice (4); Jeffrey Kluger, author, 
“Apollo 8: The Thrilling Story of the First Mission to the Moon”, Time magazine (6) 

 1) Topics include: latest on the investigations into Russia’s interference in the 2016 election -- that 
members of the Trump campaign, including Donald Trump Jr. and son-in-law Jared Kushner, met with 
Russian contacts and were promised negative information on Hillary Clinton / bipartisan support for 
talking to all people involved in the meeting / data operation of the Trump campaign / clarification of 
the areas of investigation by the Senate and that of Bob Mueller 

 2) an interview with Senator Paul on details of the new Senate Republican health care bill and the 
reasons behind his opposition 

 3) a discussion on the recent revelation that members of the Trump campaign, including Donald Trump 
Jr. and son-in-law Jared Kushner, met with Russian contacts and were promised negative information on 
Hillary Clinton 

 4) Topics include: recent revelation that members of the Trump campaign, including Donald Trump Jr. 
and son-in-law Jared Kushner, met with Russian contacts and were promised negative information on 
Hillary Clinton / President Trump’s assertion that he had no knowledge of the meeting / fact that 
President Trump has not received any indication from any of the Senate investigative committees that 
would suggest he is under investigation 

 5) Topics include: meeting between Donald Trump Jr., Jared Kushner and other Trump campaign 
members with Russian operatives / impact of this revelation on the Trump White House / President 
Trump’s claim that this type of the meeting is the norm for campaign staff; Senate health care bill / 



 

 

President Trump’s lack of participation in getting his party’s health care bill passed / potential political 
backlash should Republicans fail to repeal the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”) / rest of the 
Republican agenda / President Trump’s reaction should the health care bill fail  

 6) a discussion with Mr. Kluger on the importance of the Apollo 8 mission and how the current partisan 
and dysfunctional environment in the government makes this type of achievement impossible today 

 
 
07/23/17 Guests: Anthony Scaramucci, incoming White House Communications Director 91); Senator Susan 

Collins (R-ME), Senate Intelligence Committee (2); Representative Adam Schiff (D-CA), Ranking Member, 
House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (3); Senator John Barrasso (R-WY), GOP Policy 
Committee Chairman (4); Dan Balz, The Washington Post (5); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News 
Political Analyst (5); Megan McArdle, Bloomberg View (5); Amy Walter, The Cook Political Report (5) 

 1) Topics include: President Trump’s tweets about pardons; repercussions for leakers under Mr. 
Scaramucci; President Trump’s tweets about the special counsel’s investigation and Robert Mueller / 
Mr. Scaramucci’s focus on furthering the president’s agenda / President Trump’s very public criticism of 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions / does President Trump have a “thin skin” / Mr. Scaramucci’s own past of 
supporting Democrats / President Trump’s criticism of the investigators for their past support of 
Democrats and how their support differs from Mr. Scaramucci’s; making sense of President Trump’s 
three different messages on health care; sanctions against Russia 

 2) Topics include: story in The Washington Post that Attorney General Sessions gave incomplete answers 
when testifying before the Senate and the Intelligence Committee / President Trump’s criticism of 
Attorney General Sessions for recusing himself from the Russia investigation / President Trump’s tweets 
about the special counsel’s investigation and Robert Mueller / former FBI Director James Comey’s 
memos detailing his discussions with the president; health care 

 3) Topics include: Jared Kushner’s upcoming appearance before the House Intelligence Committee; 
Representative Schiff’s reaction to President Trump’s recent interview with The New York Times, where 
he stated that it would be a violation for the special counsel to examine his finances / story in The 
Washington Post that Attorney General Sessions gave incomplete answers when testifying before the 
Senate and the Intelligence Committee / response to Trump administration officials who express 
concern over the investigation 

 4) an interview with Senator Barrasso on the upcoming Senate vote on health care, lack of a bipartisan 
effort, and criticism from the American Medical Association (AMA) to the Senate bill 

 5) Topics include: upcoming Senate vote on health care / President Trump’s lack of participation in the 
process; resignation of Sean Spicer as White House Press Secretary and the appointment of Anthony 
Scaramucci as White House Communications Director / President Trump’s Twitter habits / the 
president’s desire to control the news cycle 

 
07/30/17 Guests: Margaret Brennan, CBS News Senior Foreign Affairs Correspondent, CBS News White House 

Correspondent (1); Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent (1); Senator Jeff Flake 
(R-AZ), author, “Conscience of a Conservative: A Rejection of Destructive Politics and a Return to 
Principle” (2); Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Senate Judiciary Committee (3); Anthony Salvanto, CBS 
News Elections and Surveys Director (4); David Nakamura, The Washington Post (5); Ruth Marcus, The 
Washington Post (5); Ben Domenech, The Federalist (5); Nancy Cordes, CBS News Chief Congressional 
Correspondent (5) 

 1) Topics include: escalating tensions between North Korea and the United States / President Trump’s 
response to the situation; staff changes at the White House -- departure of Reince Priebus as White 
House Chief of Staff and incoming White House Chief of Staff General John Kelly 

 2) Topics include: reasons behind Senator Flake’s decision to write his book / belief that the Republican 
Party has lost its way / relationship between President Trump and Republicans / how the Republican 
Party can change itself 

 3) Topics include: North Korea; failure of the Senate health care bill / response to Republicans who claim 
that there is no reason to work with the Democrats on health care; President Trump’s criticism of 



 

 

Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
 4) YouGov Nation Tracker topic: what the four basic groups surveyed feel about the economy, President 

Trump’s job performance, and the growing opposition to the president. The YouGov nation tracker is a 
CBS News “survey project aimed at monitoring Americans' views on the Trump administration, 
Congress, and the country.” 

 5) Topics include: staff changes at the White House -- departure of Reince Priebus as White House Chief 
of Staff and incoming White House Chief of Staff General John Kelly / atmosphere in the Trump White 
House; leaks from the White House / Communications Director Anthony Scaramucci’s interview with a 
reporter from The New Yorker / President Trump’s personality; President Trump’s criticism of Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions; failure of the Senate health care bill. 

08/06/17 Guests: Senator Tom Cotton (R-AK), Senate Intelligence Committee (1); Governor John Hickenlooper (D-
CO) (2); Governor John Kasich (R-OH) (2); Jeh Johnson, former United States Secretary of Homeland 
Security, Obama administration (3); Jennifer Jacobs, Bloomberg News (4); Reihan Salam, National Review, 
National Review Institute (4); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (4); Susan Page, 
USA Today (4) 

 1) Topics include: the 600 Twitter accounts linked to Russian influence operations targeting National 
Security Advisor General H. R. McMaster / Russia’s continuous effort to manipulate Western democracies 
/ possible steps the Trump administration could take to punish Russia; current situation in Afghanistan; 
steps Congress took before the August recess in order to constrain the president 

 2) Topics include: political problems associated with fixing health care and how to fix them / relationship 
between the Governors Kasich and Hickenlooper and their effort to reform healthcare and present it to 
Congress / call for more bipartisan efforts / other issues, besides health care, that governors can work on 
together 

 3) Topics include: what is needed in the new Secretary of Homeland Security / thoughts on the new Chief 
of Staff John Kelly; the Obama administration’s handling of Russia’s interference in the election / Election 
Day efforts of the FBI and the Department of Homeland Security / the 600 Twitter accounts linked to 
Russian influence operations targeting national security Advisor General H. R. McMaster / difficulties 
faced in repairing the U.S. election system; advice for Attorney General Jeff Sessions in going after leakers 

 4) Topics include: accomplishments made by the new Chief of Staff John Kelly in getting the Trump 
administration back on track and what more can be done; recent leaks of transcripts of the president’s 
telephone calls with the leaders of Mexico and Australia / what the leaked transcripts say about President 
Trump; firing of Anthony Scaramucci as White House Communications Director / public assurance to 
Attorney General Sessions that his job is safe / President Trump’s support for National Security Advisor 
McMaster; the economy / President Trump’s fixation on the stock market / how the president appeals to 
his base on primarily cultural issues 

 
08/13/17 Guests: Paula Reid, CBS News Justice Reporter (1); Mayor Michael Signer (D-Charlottesville, VA) (2); Mike 

Pompeo, Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) (3); Michael Duffy, Time Magazine (4) (7); Ramesh 
Ponnuru, National Review (4) (7); Molly Ball, The Atlantic (4) (7); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News 
Political Analyst (4) (7); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (4) (7); Leon Panetta, former Director, Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA), former Secretary of Defense (5); Michael Morell, former Acting Director, Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA), CBS News Senior National Security Contributor (6); David Ignatius, The 
Washington Post (6) 

 1) a report from Charlottesville, Virginia on yesterday’s deadly rally, as the white nationalists – including 
neo-Nazis and members of the KKK – protested the city’s efforts to remove a statue of Confederate 
General Robert E. Lee from a city park. One counter-demonstrator was killed and 19 were injured, when 
a car drove into a crowd of counter-protestors. 

 2) an interview with Mayor Signer on the city’s response to yesterday’s events, the death of two Virginia 
State police officers in a helicopter crash, and his response to the pledge from white nationalists to return 
to the city 

 3) Topics include: Mr. Pompeo’s personal view of yesterday’s events in Charlottesville / support for 
President Trump’s statements on the events in Charlottesville; Trump administration’s position on North 



 

 

Korea; system of tracking intelligence; intelligence portrait of North Korea and leader Kim Jong-un 
 4) Topics include: criticism surrounding President Trump’s statement on the events in Charlottesville / the 

president’s unwillingness to condemn the white supremacist movements / the distance Republicans are 
putting between themselves and President Trump 

 5) Topics include: President Trump’s handling of the events in Charlottesville and the crisis with North 
Korea / advice from Mr. Panetta on handling these two issues / reaction to Director Pompeo’s claim that 
the president’s rhetoric is “snapping North Korea into shape” / speed in which North Korea has developed 
their nuclear weapon capability 

 6) Topics include: situation with North Korea / differing messages on North Korea from the president and 
Secretary of State, Rex Tillerson / President Trump’s rhetoric and the problems it creates / belief in 
diplomacy / why the U.S. policy of containment is not an option with North Korea 

 7) Topics include: President Trump’s reluctance to denounce David Duke and the KKK; North Korea; 
President Trump’s criticism of Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell / the president’s self-imposed 
isolation and blame game when his agenda fails 

 
 
 
08/20/17 Guests: Senator Tim Scott (R-SC) (1); Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA) (2); Elle Reeve, VICE News Tonight (3); 

Christian Picciolini, co-founder, Life After Hate (3); Sherrilyn Ifill, NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund 
(3); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (4); Reihan Salam, National Review, National Review Institute (4); 
Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (4); Julie Pace, Associated Press (AP) (4) 

 1) Topics include: reasons behind Senator Scott’s belief that President Trump’s moral authority is 
compromised / why President Trump has not disavowed his support from white supremacists and 
members of the KKK / what the president needs to do long-term during this sensitive time / removal of 
Confederate monuments 

 2) Topics include: debate over the removal of Confederate monuments / criticism of President Trump for 
his inability “to stand up and condemn the indefensible” / the Confederate statues in Statuary Hall or 
throughout the Capitol / Democratic Party’s responsibility to call out violence of any kind and be specific 
and clear in what is being condemned; troop strength and strategy in Afghanistan 

 3) Topics include: Ms. Reeve’s embedded reporting on the white supremacists in Charlottesville / criticism 
of President Trump’s response to the violence in Charlottesville / rise in white nationalism and the desire 
to blend in and focus on aesthetics / Mr. Picciolini’s group, Life After Hate / need for elected leaders to 
demonstrate their opposition to white supremacy / public response to Ms. Reeve’s report / Mr.. 
Picciolini’s personal history with white supremacy / debate over Confederate monuments 

 4) Topics include: President Trump’s handling of the events in Charlottesville / the president’s 
unwillingness to condemn the white supremacist movements / distance Republicans are putting between 
themselves and President Trump / the “open secret” that Republicans have been questioning the 
president’s temperament and competence; Democratic Party’s search for a message; departure of Steve 
Bannon from the White House; the president’s upcoming decision on Afghanistan 

 
08/27/17 Guests: Manuel Bojorquez, CBS News National Correspondent (1); Mark Strassmann, CBS News 

Correspondent (2); Governor Greg Abbott (R-TX) (3); Tom Bossert, Homeland Security Advisor (4); retired 
Admiral James Winnefeld (aka “Sandy”), former Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, CBS News Military 
and Homeland Security Advisor (5); Tom Donilon, former National Security Advisor, Obama 
Administration (5); Susan Page, USA Today (6); Ben Domenech, The Federalist (6); Clarence Page, Chicago 
Tribune (6); Amy Walter, The Cook Political Report (6) 

 Substitute Moderator: Major Garrett 
 1) a report from Victoria, one of the areas hardest hit on the Texas Gulf Coast, when Harvey came ashore 

as a Category 4 hurricane 
 2) a report from Houston on the conditions in that city, as flood waters continue to rise 
 3) an interview with Governor Abbott on the situation in Houston and the evolving and ongoing state 

response to the storm 



 

 

 4) Topics include: Mr. Bossert’s role in overseeing the White House response to Hurricane Harvey / 
situation in Houston / decision not to evacuate or issue a general voluntary evacuation order for Houston 
/ President Trump’s involvement in the response to the hurricane / possible role of the military / Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA); President Trump’s decision to pardon Maricopa County Sheriff 
Joe Arpaio 

 5) Topics include: recent mishaps involving the Navy and its warships / most recent collision, involving the 
USS McCain; President Trump’s strategy for Afghanistan 

 6) Topics include: President Trump’s decision to pardon Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio / the 
president’s decision to reinstate a ban on transgendered individuals joining the military; President 
Trump’s isolation; legislative agenda facing Congress; President Trump’s strategy for Afghanistan. 


