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Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by 

this station during the reporting period. 

 
The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days 

and times indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current 

local issues of concern to viewers in the area where the station is located. 



 

 

                                               PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES 
 

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local issues and 

concerns in the station's city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes and segments of these 
programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following pages. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Program Name 
Schedule 

(Day/Time) 

Brief Generic Description 
(Note whether local, syndicated or network) 

13WMAZ 
Eyewitness News 

M-F 5am - 7 am; 
Noon - 12:30 pm;  
5 pm - 5:30 pm; 
6pm - 6:30 pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm; 
Sat-Sun 7am - 9 
am; 6 pm - 6:30 
pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm 
 

Local newscasts produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
inform viewers on local issues. 

13WMAZ Close Up 
Saturdays Noon - 
12:30 pm 

Local program produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
interviews community leaders on local issues. 

CBS 60 Minutes 
Sundays 7 pm - 8 
pm 

The program offers investigative reports, interviews, 
segments and profiles of issues and people in the 
news. 

CBS Face The 
Nation 

Sundays 10:30 am - 
11 am; 11:30 am – 
noon 

The program interviews newsmakers on the latest 
issues. 



 

 

 
 

                  LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER 
 

 
 

The following are local issues of concern to the community.  Programs that addressed these issues during 
this reporting period are listed on the following pages. 

 

 
 

Local Issue/Concern Brief description of local issue or concern 
Education Area schools were in session during the quarter.  

 
 

Crime and Public Safety 20 homicides occurred in Macon-Bibb in 2016, which is a 
30% decrease over 2015. Major crimes dropped 7%. Violent 
crimes increased in Warner Robins. Public safety is of high 
interest in the community. 
 
 

Government The State Legislature was in session during the quarter. The 
Inauguration of President Trump occurred during the 
quarter. 
 

Health Healthcare is a major contributor to the area’s economy. 
Health issues are of high interest in the community. 
 

Military Robins Air Force Base employs 23,000 people. Robins Air 
Force Base released its 2016 economic impact report 
stating it contributed $2.86 billion to the Georgia economy 

 

Economy The University of Georgia’s Terry College of Business annual 
economic forecast expects growth in the state of Georgia. 
In central Georgia, employment is expected to rise by 1.8%. 
 

 

 

 

 

ISSUE-RESPONSIVE   PROGRAMMING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Issue: Education   
 



 

 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13 WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

1/3 6pm and 
11pm 

5 minutes 
total 

13 central Georgia schools were added to the state of 
Georgia's list of chronically failing schools based on the state's 
report card that covers test scores, graduation rates and 
other factors. Schools that were added to the list include Oak 
Hill Middle School, Eagle Ridge Elementary School and 
Midway Elementary School in Baldwin County; Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Elementary School, Southfield Elementary School, 
Barden Elementary School, and Union Elementary School in 
Bibb County; Dooly County Elementary, Middle and High 
Schools; Dublin Middle School and Saxon Heights Elementary 
School in Dublin and Hunt Elementary School in Peach 
County.  
Schools that were also on the 2016 list of chronically failing 
schools are: Appling Middle School, Ballard-Hudson Middle 
School, Brookdale Elementary School, Bruce Elementary 
School, Hartley Elementary School, Riley Elementary School 
and Southwest High School in Bibb County, along with Macon 
County Elementary School and Twiggs County High School.  
The state of Georgia uses the College and Career Ready 
Performance Index (CCRPI) to measure a school's 
performance. A school with a score below 60 is considered 
failing. Schools on the Chronically Failing list had at least three 
years in a row of failing scores.  
193 total schools are on the list.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

1/11 6pm 2 minutes Although several schools saw their name on the list for a 
consecutive year, not every school thinks they deserve that 
title, Appling Middle School is one of them. “I myself wouldn’t 
consider myself a failing, but I'm going to a failing school,” 
eighth grader Jailynn Smith said. She says it’s a label that they 
don’t deserve. 
“Failing means not trying not pushing yourself and if I was 
pushing myself and doing my best and still failed I would not 
believe that I was failing,” Smith said. That’s an attitude not 
only of students but teachers like Shavetta Thomas as well. 
“They are capable of learning and achieving at high levels, it’s 
just that they have to believe,” Thomas said.  “If they know 
we believe in them then they will believe and then we will 
start seeing that growth.” 
 
The school earned a score of 51.3 on the College and Career 
Ready Performance Index (CCRPI) grading scale, that’s .2 
more than last year. To be named a failing school, they need 
to earn less than a 61. 
Principal Christopher Ridley says daily feedback they get from 
students is changing how they teach. “We want to not only 
just teach, but we got to be intentional about what we are 
teaching,” Ridley said. For Thomas, she says it’s vital they use 
the daily intervention period to help students who might be 
struggling. 
 
“Target the issues that they have deficiencies in and you go 
ahead and you address it immediately,” Thomas said. “You 
don’t let time go on and on while a child is not doing well.” 
With that extra help and commitment from teachers, all 
that’s left is for students to step up to perform. 
 
“Eventually accept reality and realize you need to pull your 
scores up and everyone else will too,” eighth grader 
Ta’zherara Butts said. Both students and teachers wish the 
governor would see beyond those scores. “Take some time 
and come down and visit our school come in the classroom 
with our teachers and students sit with us so you can 
understand exactly what’s going on,” Thomas said. 
10 other Bibb schools are also on the governors list of 
chronically failing schools. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

1/14 6pm 2 minutes Putnam County is known as being Georgia’s dairy capital and 
many of the county's teens in Future Farmers of America 
work with dairy cows. Not all of them do though. 
WMAZ interviewed Tyler Gore, a junior at Putnam County 
High School, who is breaking from tradition and finding a 
different pasture where he can farm goats. “Every morning 
before I go to school, before I even take a shower in the 
morning, I’m down here feeding them making sure they’re all 
good,” said Gore. He's raising nine goats in his backyard as a 
part of his FFA student agricultural experience project. 
“They're a handful, like you see with this little one right here,” 
said Gore. He shows them and is responsible for every aspect 
of their care -- from shots to helping them give birth. 
His dedication and success with the goats has earned him 
some national attention. The National FFA Foundation gave 
him a grant of $1,000 to help him expand his farm. He says his 
farm is so successful because of the help from his agricultural 
teacher and daily support of his parents. Gore is only future 
farmer in the state to receive a grant in agriculture science 
this year. 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

1/28 6pm 2 minutes Reporter Jacob Reynolds did a story as the Georgia 
Department of Education released the so-called ‘school 
climates’ for schools across the state. He visited a higher-
rated school in Houston County to find out why these ratings 
are so important. When you look at climate, Warner Robins 
Middle School is one of Houston County's four-star rated 
schools. 
Edlena Dantes has taught here for 10 years and says the 
relationships between students and teachers is a big reason 
their rating is high. “A lot of times, you know, if they have 
problems or issues at home they sometimes bring it to the 
teacher. And there are teachers that are willing to listen and 
help and we'll do whatever we can to help and I think they 
feel comfortable with their teachers overall,” Dantes said in 
her classroom. 
The schools are rated on a scale of 1 to 5 stars. The rating 
measures responses from a survey given to parents, students 
and staff. It also looks at the school's history of student 
discipline as well as attendance of students and teachers. 
Lastly, the ratings look at the school's history as a safe and 
substance-free learning environment. 
Dantes said providing a safe environment is a big part of a 
teacher's job. “It's a huge responsibility for them to come 
here to feel safe, we're in the hallways during class changes, 
we have teachers on duty in different places in the bathrooms 
and in the hallways when they're moving around the school. 
So, we're always on the lookout for anything that might seem 
suspicious,” she explained. 
For fifth year principal Brett Wallace, a good climate is crucial 
to his school's success. “The climate is the most important, it's 
sort of the foundation of the school. Without the climate, 
without a safe climate, without a positive climate, learning 
doesn't take place. You've got to have students that feel safe, 
you've got to have students that are proud to go to your 
school,” Wallace told WMAZ in his office. 
Only three of Houston County's 37 schools got fewer than 
three stars. Again, that's on a scale of one star to five. 
WMAZ took a closer look at those scores in Bibb County. 10 
schools received a four-star rating, while only six schools 
received a one. 26 of the 37 Bibb County schools did see an 
improvement in their overall rating. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

2/1 5pm and 
6pm 

7 minutes WMAZ visited over a dozen area high schools as local high 
school students signed their national letters of intent on 
National Signing Day. The day is one of the biggest days of 
their lives. Reports interviewed students, parents and coaches 
as the signings took place.   
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

2/10 11pm 3 minutes Report on family’s deep connection to Fort Valley State 
University. Founded in 1895, Fort Valley State University was 
established as the first Historically Black University in Central 
Georgia. Fifteen African-American men and three white men 
petitioned Houston County Court for a charter that would 
create a public school for children.             
Years later, Fort Valley High and Industrial School, would 
become Fort Valley College and allow access to a higher 
education.  Today, the school stands on a firm foundation as 
Fort Valley State University, teaching students to rise above 
life's challenges.  
John Wakefield, a Visual and Performing Arts senior, says that 
there's no mistake why he chose Fort Valley State. “There is 
nothing but possibility here. You have to absolutely be on 
your Ps and Qs if you want to be a success from Fort Valley 
State University. That's what my family has taught me. 
Through everything," said Wakefield, “You have to push and 
you have to have drive.” 
Wakefield is a 4th generation Wildcat. Wakefield's 
grandmother (Beurena Wakefield), both of his parents (Dr. 
Freddie and Alecia Wakefield), cousins, aunts and uncles (Dr. 
Dexter Wakefield, Daryl Wakefield, Thea Wakefield, Rona 
Carr, Gladine Spyies), including former Miss Fort Valley State 
University Peggy Hunter, walked the campus of this 
University. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

2/15, 2/17 6pm, 
11pm 

4 minutes Throughout Black History Month, WMAZ honored Central 
Georgians who are making change and leaving their unique 
marks in the community.  
On 2/15 a report profiled Steven Jones, who has been an 
educator in Bibb County at all levels, from a substitute 
teacher to his current role as the principal at Northeast High 
School. Going above and beyond his duties as a principal, 
Steven Jones goes from classroom to classroom checking on 
students, seeing the lesson from their perspective, and 
celebrating his students' accomplishments. "We actually see 
that student blossoming and go out into the real world, into 
college, and those students come back, they talk about their 
experiences and how they love how we have helped to 
prepare them," said Jones. 
One of Northeast High School's biggest accomplishments this 
year is that they are opening up doors with 90 percent of 
their seniors applying for college, and that's a big deal, 
especially because Northeast is on the state's priority list. 
When the students are seen doing something positive around 
the school, they will receive a high five. For example, 
answering a question correctly in class or helping out another 
student could get you a high five slip. Principal Jones hands 
out goodies in front of the school to students who have these 
slips -- the more you collect, the better the prize. 
Principal Jones keeps his eyes focused on success by using a 
program called "High Five." 
 
On 2/17 a report profiled Joe Dupree. Dupree is one of the 
few African American quarterbacks to ever start for the 
University of Georgia, and is from Central Georgia. Now 
nearly 30 years later, Dupree is back again calling Central 
Georgia home, replanting his roots as the coach at Southwest 
High School, in the same school and community that gave him 
a chance.  
The head football coach and athletic director is preparing for 
his 5th year as Top Patriot, 30 years after graduating from this 
same school.  "Just being here at Southwest, it's hard to 
believe and it's amazing and it just takes you back sometimes 
when things were a lot different," says Dupree. 
"A lot of kids, you can look at a kid and say they're just bad. 
Well, somewhere in there, there's a lot of good, and Joe does 
a good job of finding the good," Hatcher says. "It's just 

troublesome to see how gangs are trying to take over. I knew 

that athletics could bring about a lot of change, and being 
here at Southwest has affected this community in a positive 
manner," Dupree says. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

2/21 6pm 2 minutes Reporter Gabrielle Dawkins took a look at this Community 
Readers Program in Dublin and its impact. 
Angela and Willie Blount are two out of the 40 volunteers that 
help students read. 
Reading teacher Ronda Walker says the program started 
about five weeks ago and has about 45 students. "If you'll 
look at all of the statistics out there, kids in poverty, If they 
are not reading at grade level by third grade, over 65 percent 
end up in our prison systems," said Walker. 
They have 40 readers and 45 students. During the program's 
short time, Walker says she sees progress. 
Principal at Dublin's Susie Dasher Elementary, LaKiesha 
Fluker, says that 60 percent of their students are behind 
grade level and this program is an immediate response. 
During Christmas, Walker gave out about 500 books to 
students at the school. They plan to do the same thing again. 
The school is accepting books and welcomes all donations. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

2/28 11pm 2 minutes Reporter Madison Cavalchire looked at the issue of 
homelessness among students in Houston County. the At 
least 317 Houston County public school students aren't 
sleeping in a bed of their own. That's how the school system 
currently identifies as homeless. The report showed that you 
might not be able to tell which kids in a classroom can't go 
home after school. 
Just months ago, Michelle Jones didn't have a place of her 
own. She and her two teenagers became homeless after 
fleeing a domestic situation. 
"You're either pushing the buggy, dirty, and on drugs, those 
are the characteristics of what homeless looks like, but 
homeless looks like me," Jones said. 
Houston County School's Homeless Liaison, Barbara Jahnke, 
says only three percent of the system's homeless population 
is actually unsheltered. The rest live in packed houses, hotels, 
or shelters. Jahnke says the majority of families in the school 
system say they became homeless when they were evicted 
from their houses. Others lost their job or went through a 
divorce. Whatever the reason, Jahnke says the county's goal is 
to keep these kids in the classroom by finding them a safe 
place after school. 
Houston County Schools help place families in shelters like 
this one, but Rosser says there are fewer than 100 shelter 
beds in Houston County. Jones and her family took up three 
of those beds at Family Promise. Through the program, Jones 
says her kids were able to stay in school. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

3/7 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Report that the Houston County School System will host its 
annual Teacher Recruitment Fair. Reporter Madison 
Cavalchire went to Veterans High School to find out how the 
county's attracting new teachers. 
This year, Personnel Director Dr. Richard Rogers says Houston 
County has openings in all areas. "I know, right now, we 
definitely need elementary teachers," Rogers said. 
Rogers says there are currently about 2,200 teachers in 
Houston County Schools. Right now, they have around 100 
open positions. Rogers says the school system will look at 
filling those vacancies next week, after the recruitment fair. 
He says they expect to hire about 200 new teachers in total 
before the new school year. 
"We have noticed a shortage," Rogers said. "There are fewer 
students going into education." 
But Houston County's preparing students who do want to go 
into education. Veterans High School senior, Madison Jones, 
is in the Teaching Profession Program at the Houston County 
Career Academy. 
The Teacher Recruitment Fair will be at Veterans High School. 
Veterans High School. Representatives from 39 campuses will 
be present to conduct screening interviews. Candidates 
should bring multiple copies of their resume. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

3/9 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Report that the American Arbitration Association ended 
arbitration between former Bibb Superintendent Romain 
Dallemand and the Bibb County Board of Education.  In 
January 2015, Dallemand claimed the district breached his 
contract, and that’s why the two were in arbitration to solve 
the dispute, instead of the court system. 
The cost of arbitration is split between both Bibb Schools and 
Dallemand. The Bibb County school board and Dallemand 
each accused the other of fraud and demanding millions of 
dollars in damages. This came two years after Dallemand left 
in February 2013. 
In December 2016, Dallemand had not paid his portion of the 
costs, while Bibb had paid theirs in full. On December 8th, the 
association asked Bibb to decide if they were willing to cover 
the remaining expected costs and they declined.  The 
arbitration panel then notified Dallemand if the money for his 
portion of costs was not paid by Feb. 18, 2017, “these 
arbitration hearings shall automatically terminate without 
further notices or order.” 
Dallemand didn’t pay, according to board member Lester 
Miller, and the proceedings were terminated on February 
18tth, according to the motion.  
The motion says “termination of this proceeding is 
administrative only and without prejudice. It does not 
constitute a decision on the merits as to any claim or 
defense.” 
According to Miller, if Dallemand chooses to refile he will like 
have to pay $10,000 to start arbitration over again.  
Back in December, the Bibb Board of Education filed a 
separate lawsuit against Dallemand seeking $7 millIon. 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

3/10 5pm 1 minute Hundreds of students at Jeffersonville Elementary School 
gathered on the basketball court decked out in purple, due to 
a fundraiser for kindergarten student Karma Little. Doctors 
diagnosed Karma Lilly Little with stage 4 neuroblastoma 
cancer a few years ago, and on Tuesday, she had surgery to 
remove a tumor in her abdomen. 
The school raised over $1,400 with the fundraiser. This 
fundraiser was originally used to raise money for students in 
the Beta Club to go to the national convention, but after 
seeing their schoolmate in need they decided to raise money 
for Karma. 
"It was supposed to be for our convention, but we decided to 
do it for Karma because she has cancer, and I am very happy 
that we made money for her," said fourth-grade student 
Takyla Turner. 
According to Karma's mother, Karma finished her 6-hour 
surgery at 4:45 p.m. Tuesday. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

3/21 6pm  2 minutes According to the CDC, 17.1 percent of Georgia high school 
students are overweight. That’s the highest rate in the nation. 
Bibb Schools wants to change those numbers in their 
students.  County Physical Education teachers have a new 
grant to help get their students healthier. P.E. is a favorite for 
many kids at Heritage Elementary, including 1st-grader 
Anthony Horton 
“We play with the balls,” Anthony said. 
Coach Levert Chaney is his teacher. “When they come inside, 
we line up exercise, then we start an activity and keep them 
moving at all times,” Chaney said. 
He’s still concerned for student when he sees them putting on 
weight at a young age. That’s one reason Bibb Schools applied 
for a P.E. grant and was awarded more than $1.6 million. 
“We ranked 146 out of 159 counties in the health outcomes 
for our students, so there was definitely a need,” Charles 
Flowers said. He oversees the grant for the district. Flowers 
says the money will allow P.E. teachers to receive professional 
development in fitness and nutrition. The district will also get 
new equipment for all its schools. 
“Even though their young and running around right now, once 
they get a certain age, it stops,” Flowers said.  “If we train 
them right now how to be active, what to eat, what to put 
into our body, that’s what’s going to carry them into 
adulthood.” 
Coach Chaney will be able to answer things like that, and 
change those troubling statistics for his students. “By 
engaging in new activities, and educating the kids on eating 
healthy and staying active,” Chaney said. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

3/22 5pm 2 minutes Reporter Yvonne Thomas made a visit to Howard High School 
and met some team members and their robot, Sandman. 
Twenty students will represent Bibb County Schools on the 
RoboBibb team. They compete in Albany. If they win, the 
students will qualify for the State Robotics Challenge 
Championship 
After winning the Rookie All Star Award in 2014, the team will 
compete again at the First Robotics Challenge. “Because our 
robot has such a powerful drive, it can move across the field 
extremely quickly,” said David Hudgins. The robot moves 
about 15 feet per second, to be exact.  
 

13WMAZ Close Up 3/25 Noon 30 minutes Daryl Morton, president of Bibb County Board of Education, 
appeared on the program. He discussed the voter’s rejecting 
the Opportunity School District proposal and proposed 
educational reforms currently before the General Assembly. 
He shared his thoughts on U.S. Education Secretary Betsy 
Devoss and her ideas regarding charter schools. Morton share 
his opinion on keeping education reforms local. He also 
discussed the role of parents and guardians in their children’s 
education. Morton discussed failing schools in Bibb County. 
He discussed the accomplishments of Superintendent Curtis 
Jones.  
 



 

 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

Each 
Wednesday  

5pm 2 minutes 
each week 

Each week during the school year, students participating in 
13WMAZ’s Junior Journalist program help tell the stories of 
outstanding teachers in the community. Teachers are 
nominated by their students, and the Junior Journalists 
shadow a 13MWAZ reporter to help prepare the weekly 
report. 

Public Service 
Announcement 

January, 
February, 
March 

Various 60-second 
PSA airing 
208 times 
during the 
quarter 

Reading is Fundamental – PSA encouraging parents to read to 
children as an important part of early childhood 
development. 

 
 

  Local Issue: Crime and Public Safety  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

Each 
Wednesday 
during the 
quarter 

11pm 1 minute each 
week 

Each week during 13WMAZ Eyewitness News at 11 
p.m. 13WMAZ airs a one minute public service 
announcement for Crimestoppers to ask for the 
community’s help in identifying suspects and  
providing authorities information to help make an 
arrest. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 1/4, 1/11, 
1/31, 2/13, 
and  3/21 

5, pm, 6pm 
and 11 pm 

20 minutes 
total 
 

Several reports followed developments after a 
Macon woman was shot delivering pizzas. On ¼ the 
community rallied together to show her and her 
family their support through a vigil. The sanctuary of 
Lundy Chapel Baptist Church was filled with the 
sound of applause Tuesday night for everything 
Macon’s, Brooklyn Rouse, overcame. 
"Those were the first things they were saying when I 
walked into the hospital room. You know God's got 
her. So I know that's who has her here with us 
today,” recalls organizer of the vigil Mayah Williams.  
"I didn't think people cared as much you know about 
just one person. But they proved me wrong,” says 
Brooklyn’s father Warren Rouse. 
 
On 1/11 WMAZ interviewed the father of Brooklyn 
Rouse. He said his daughter has a "long road to 
recovery but her progress is amazing." Warren Rouse 
told 13WMAZ that Brooklyn has been moved out of 
ICU and is no longer on any machines. Rouse says her 
feeding tube was removed Monday morning and she 
was even talking faintly. Her father says they are 
looking at other rehab facilities across the state for 
additional rehab down the road.  
On 1/31 the family provided WMAZ an update to 
share with the community.Her family says she’s at an 
out of town rehab facility after leaving the Medical 
Center, Navicent Health last week. She successfully 
underwent surgery to replace a piece of her skull that 
was fractured by a bullet in the shooting.She is 
speaking again and walking with assistance. She is 



 

 

alert, coherent, and ‘her memory remains intact.’The 
family ended their GoFundMe campaign on Monday 
after receiving around $15,100. 
 
On 2/13 WMAZ reported the man accused of 
shooting a Macon pizza delivery driver was now 
under arrest. The U.S. Marshal service said Jacob 
Miller, age 19, was arrested in Atlanta. Miller faces 
several charges, including aggravated assault, 
robbery and weapons charges. He allegedly shot and 
wounded Brooklyn Rouse on December 26 while she 
was delivering a pizza in Macon's Bloomfield 
neighborhood. Rouse continues to undergo rehab at 
a hospital outside Central Georgia. 
 
On 2/13 WMAZ spoke to the Rouse family and got 
their reaction to the arrests in the case. "Well, he just 
told me that they caught him, he wasn't here in 
Macon. They got him apprehended, they are going to 
bring him down to Macon for a trial. It's just a relief 
for me and my family to finally be able to catch him 
and we can sleep a little better and put everything at 
ease and maybe get some of this stuff behind us a 
little bit, said Rouse. 
 
On 3/21  A Bibb County Grand Jury indicted two 
people on for shooting Brooklyn Rouse. Both were 
indicted on armed robbery and aggravated assault 
charges Police say Rouse was lured to a house on 
Vivian Drive were she was robbed and then shot.    
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 1/12 and 3/7 5pm, 6pm 
and 11pm 

10 minutes total Reports continued to follow developments in the 
case of the man accused of killing Peach County 
deputies Patrick Sondron and Daryl Smallwood. On 
1/12 Macon Circuit District Attorney David Cooke 
held a news conference to say he's filed a notice 
asking for the death penalty against Ralph Elrod. He's 
accused of shooting the two deputies November 6 
during a shootout at his Byron home. The deputies 
were responding to a reported neighborhood 
dispute.  
 
3/7 
Coverage of 57-year-old Ralph Stanley Elrod Junior's 
first hearing since the district attorney, David Cooke, 
filed notice to seek the death penalty. WMAZ spoke 
to district attorney, David Cooke, over the phone and 
he says the defense team filed a total of 15 motions. 
One of those challenges the way the grand jury is 
selected. Cooke explained that this is a common 
motion in a death penalty case. "It is simply 
challenging the makeup of the grand jury in every 
case and how those grand jurors are selected. This is 
simply a procedural matter and it's filed in almost 
every case. A lot of them are filed just to ensure that 
the defendant has a fair trial and that the procedure 
is fair to him,” explains Cooke. He says Elrod's motion 
hearing and arraignment will be on May 22nd. Cooke 
says the defendant will enter a plea of guilty or not 
guilty that day. He also says based on the hearing 
Tuesday he suspects Elrod will plead not guilty. 

 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/1 
 

11pm 3 minutes A report revisited the death of Jibri Bryan. One year 
ago, Jibri Bryan was playing college basketball and 
looking forward to his future. Then on February 2, 
2016, Bryan was shot and killed outside of a Flash 
Foods gas station in Macon. 
Two men were arrested an accused of killing Bryan. 
A Bibb County investigator testified that Henderson 
and Miller tried to sell Bryan a substance they 
claimed was Xanax, but wasn't. The investigator said 
they shot Bryan when he refused to buy it. An 
indictment also says the two men took cash and a 9 
mm Springfield handgun from Bryan. 
Bryan’s death shook the entire Mercer community. 
“He was just a great guy to the core, and to lose him 
like we did is tragic, so tragic” said Doug Willett. 
Willett was one of Bryan’s high school coaches at 
Benedictine Military School in Savannah.“It's like 
going to Ground Zero. I'm vengeful. I'm happy to be 
thinking about him. I'm sad he's gone.  I'm hurt that I 
miss all those things. I'll never forget that kid,” Willett 
said. 
Teammates say Bryan was skilled in the gym, and on 
the court. “He knew what he could do on the court 
and he did it,” said Daniel Coursey, one of Bryan’s 
high school and college teammates. “He was a stud. I 
was just in the background of his shadow, and I was 
cool with it. We won games and he scored all the 
points, and I just blocked and snagged some 
rebounds. 
“It didn't feel real when it happened.  It still doesn't 
feel real” Coursey said. “I've got his jersey. I think it's 
the least we can do is play for him. To celebrate him 
still, even after a year," said Willett. 
One year since Bryan died, life moves on in his 
hometown, his former teammates work hard to 
produce wins on the court, while his son J.J. grows up 
without his dad. Still, the people who knew him well 
make sure his memory still burns brightly.“I try not to 
think about what could have been and try and 
remember Jibri for what time we had with him,” 
Coursey said.  

 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/14 
 

 11pm 3 minutes total The City of Milledgeville and Baldwin County have 
suffered more than 60 gang-related drive-by 
shootings since July 2015. WMAZ did a follow up 
report.  
Captain Brad King with the Baldwin Sheriff's Office 
has been investigating these gang shootings since 
July 2015. King says over the last year and a half, the 
area has suffered just north of 60 gang-related drive-
by shootings, the majority of those outside city limits, 
creating back-to-back cases for the Milledgeville 
Police Department and the Baldwin County Sheriff's 
Office. King says the two departments always shared 
information. 
"I used to speak with Major Mike Hudson from the 
city," King said. "He would call me early in the 
morning and say, 'you're up,' because he had one the 
night before." And the problem with these drive-by 
shootings, "Inherently, they're nearly impossible to 
solve, that's the problem," King said. King says with 
the lack of witnesses and the timing, either late night 
or early morning, left little evidence. These shootings 
lasted not minutes, but seconds. 
"Car comes by here, starts shooting, shoots 6 or 8 
times and is out of sight," King said. "You know, what 
did you actually see?" King says their department will 
do everything they can to solve these cases. "I can 
promise you we will make an arrest and seek a 
conviction on any case that we have proper evidence 
on," King said. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/15 6pm 2 minutes Warner Robins Police Chief Brett Evans put part of 
the blame of the city’s rising crime on prescription 
drug and heroin use in the city. Reporter Jacob 
Reynolds spoke with a couple who say they lost their 
son to a heroin overdose earlier this month. 
The couple started to notice a problem in 2014, when 
they took their son to a rehab center for using 
prescription painkillers. It was something his dad 
traces back nearly a decade. “We got him a dirt bike 
and he and his friends had a big time on that, then he 
injured himself, broke a collarbone. And, that's when 
he was introduced to painkillers,” Mark said. 
Mark said his son had ups and downs and was 
arrested for possession twice. But the couple says 
they never realized their son was using heroin. Police 
and the Houston County coroner are waiting for final 
toxicology results in this case to confirm that this was 
a heroin death, but Joss' parents say they know 
heroin is what killed their son. 
Warner Robins police say in 2015 they investigated 
five cases of Heroin distribution which resulted in six 
arrests. In 2016, they investigated seven cases and 
arrested twelve people. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 2/28 Noon 30 minutes Warren Selby, chairman Middle Georgia Regional 
Crimestoppers, appeared on the program. He 
discussed his upcoming 17th anniversary on the job. 
He discussed some of the crimes handled so far this 
year. He talked about areas that have experienced 
crimes and prevention programs. He discussed the 
organization’s “most wanted” list. He also discussed 
topics that could come up during the General 
Assembly, including a pay increase for law 
enforcement and casino gambling. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/21, 2/22, 
2/23 

6pm  7 minutes During the week of 2/20, WMAZ profiled people 
working together to make a difference in the 
community. One story profiled the community 
garden next to the Collins P. Lee Harrisburg 
Community. 
"When you enter that gate, those gate doors there, 
no such thing as racism. Everybody sees the same 
color, and that's green, for the most part," says 
organizer Cynthia Edwards. Community garden began 
about 3 1/2 years ago as a way to bring fresh fruits 
and vegetables into the southwest part of the city, 
but it grew into much more. Different groups from 
personal care homes, to professors at Georgia 
College, to church groups and many others farm one 
of 33 plots 
Even students at Georgia College come over to help 
out and it's been eye-opening for senior Chloe Odell, 
"It's so close to Georgia College's campus and it's so 
different from the community where we go around 
the school.  We talk ab0ut it and we basically go to 
school in a bubble." 
In another story WMAZ shared a story about a group 
of women from different faiths who come together 
to unite people of all religions. They focus on their 
shared spirituality, instead of their separate faiths. 
They call themselves the Women's Interfaith Alliance 
and got to know each other on a personal level, 
through the simple act of passing plates of food. It all 
started when the Islamic Center of Middle Georgia 
held an open house in 2011 and welcomed their 
Christian neighbors. 
“We thought about making our religion more 
understood, educating non-Muslims about our belief 
system, dispelling some of the misconceptions, 
establishing human relationships, and building 
bridges between our two faiths,” said Eman Abdulla. 
Abdulla said that first meeting, and the smaller ones 
that followed, help foster a stronger relationship and 
break down misconceptions. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News    WMAZ also looked at community policing. Six officers 
died on the job last year in Central Georgia.  That can 
create a tense atmosphere in any community, but 
some law officers refuse to let that tension creep into 
their town.  They combat adversity with community 
policing which can start with a simple handshake. 
When it comes to community policing, Eatonton 
Police Chief Kent Lawrence could have written the 
book on it. He's protected the Putnam County 
community for almost four decades, 30 years as the 
chief. 
"Community policing, I've been doing it for 36 years. I 
enjoy my community, I enjoy the people who live 
here, " says Chief Lawrence. 
By connecting with people and earning their trust, 
Chief Lawrence feels it can help fight crime. 
"If you have the people in the community behind 
you, they will pass on the information to the 
department heads and investigators that will lead us 
in the right direction to solve crime." 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/23, 2/24, 
2/27, 3/1, 
3/2, 3/3 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

20 minutes total Multiple reports followed the developments after an 
Ocilla man was arrested, charged with killing Ocilla 
school teacher Tara Grinstead in 2005. According to 
GBI spokesman J.T. Ricketson, he is Ryan Alexander 
Duke, 33. He said Duke was arrested Wednesday and 
is now in the Irwin County jail. Ricketson said the GBI 
took out a warrant Thursday charging Duke with one 
count of murder. 
He said the break in the 11-year-old case came to 
authorities “a few days ago” with information that 
led to further interviews and then yesterday's arrest. 
Ricketson said Duke “never came up on our radar.” 
Duke graduated in 2002 from Irwin County High 
School, where Grinstead taught. 
Grinstead’s body was never found. 
In addition to the murder charge, they alleged that 
Duke burglarized Grinstead's home at 300 west park 
St., committed aggravated assault on her by using his 
hands, and then concealed her body. Duke declined 
to ask for a commitment hearing, at which 
investigators would have to describe the evidence 
against him. Culpepper ordered Duke held without 
bond and told him the case would be transferred to 
Irwin County Superior Court. She told him the next 
grand jury session begins April 12. 
 
 
On 2/27, WMAZ interviewed one of Tara Grinstead's 
best friends, who says her disappearance has 
haunted her for years. 
“I’m baffled I just can’t believe it,” Maria Woods 
Harber said. “I feel like I’m going to wake up 
tomorrow, and this is going to be a dream just like 
the day she went missing.” Harber was Tara 
Grinstead’s best friend and can’t believe police have 
named Ryan Duke the suspect in her murder, more 
than 11 years later. “I've heard the name and 
another connected but it was never red flags,” 
Harber said. She's says Grinstead knew Duke since 
she was a teacher at Irwin County High, but is sure 
she never taught him. 
 
3/1 
For days, authorities searched for Tara Grinstead's 
remains on a Ben Hill County pecan farm. Authorities 
provided no information regarding if they found 
anything at the site. During the three-day search at 
Hudson Pecan orchard, an officer stood guard in 
front of the property 
 
3/3 
On 3/3 another suspect was arrested in Tara 
Grinstead’s disappearance, just one week after 
suspected killer, Ryan Alexander Duke, was charged 
in the Ocilla teacher's 2005 murder. Bo Dukes, 32, 
was arrested and charged with concealing death, 
hindering apprehension or punishment of a criminal, 
and tampering with evidence, according to the Ben 
Hill County Sheriff’s Office. 
 
 



 

 

 
Local Issue: Government  

60 Minutes 1/15 7pm 20 minutes “President Obama: Eight Years in the White House” 
- President Obama’s last presidential interview on 
network television, conducted by Steve Kroft in the 
White House on Monday, January 9.  In addition to 
this original interview, the program follows the 44th 
President’s journey through his own words in the 60 
MINUTES interviews he has done with Steve Kroft.  
Among the topics included in the three-segment 
interview are: 
Part 1: A review of Obama’s launch of his first 
presidential candidacy in 2007 / what personal traits 
the presidency requires of an individual / Obama’s 
surprise at the severity of partisanship in the 
Congress. (C: Steve Kroft - P: L. Franklin Devine, 
Maria Gavrilovic, Michael Karzis) 
Part 2: Donald Trump: an unconventional but 
successful candidate / things which Obama, in 
hindsight, would have managed differently - for 
example, the launch of the health care website / 
questions raised about his credibility in some Middle 
East foreign policy statements (C: Steve Kroft - P: 
Graham Messick, Vanessa Fica) 
Part 3: Family life in the White House / his general 
plans after leaving office / what his administration 
will be remembered for / his sense of time passing / 
his concern that American democracy stays healthy 
/ the ongoing intense partisan divide (C: Steve Kroft 
- P: L. Franklin Devine, Maria Gavrilovic, Michael 
Karzis) 
 

CBS News Special 1/20 7am-1pm; and 
1:30pm 5:57pm 

10 hours and 
27 minutes 

CBS News provided coverage of Inauguration Day, 
Friday, Jan. 20. Coverage originated from 
Washington, D.C. and included all of the major 
events of the day. 
 
President Donald Trump took the oath of office as 
the 45th president of the United States. He was 
sworn in by Chief Justice John Roberts in front of the 
U.S. Capitol.  
 
Coverage included the Inauguration Speech and 
Inauguration Parade. 



 

 

CBS News Special 1/20 8pm 1 hour CBS NEWS SPECIAL: “Change And Challenge: The 
Inauguration Of Donald Trump” – Includes: (1) a 
review and taped excerpts of the events surrounding 
today’s inauguration of Donald Trump, as President 
of the United States; (2) An interview by Gayle King 
with President Trump’s son Eric, on a wide range of 
topics. (3) Donald Trump plans to change the rules 
and plans on using his charisma, bravado and style 
to accomplish his goals. Interviewed: Michael 
Kranish, Trump biographer; and Richard LeFrak, 
friend and fellow New York City realtor; (4) Kenosha 
City, Wisconsin voted Republican for the first time in 
44 years. Erin Moriarty interviews various residents 
about their choice and their hopes for the future; (5) 
a profile of the new First Family and a continuation 
of the interview with Eric Trump; (6) protests erupt 
in D.C. Over 200,000 are expected to attend the 
Women’s March tomorrow (1/22). Peter Van Sant 
reports on the anxiety of the campaign and the 
apprehension and fears of children and adults. Also 
the people who feel empowered to do hateful things 
in wake of the election; (7) the celebrations and 
balls the Trumps will attend; and (8) American Views 
– various Americans express their fears and hopes 
for the next four years. (Anchors: Gayle King, John 
Dickerson.  Correspondents: Major Garrett (1), John 
Dickerson (3) (7), Erin Moriarty (4), Gayle King (2) (5) 
(7) (8), Peter Van Sant (6).  Senior Executive 
Producer: Susan Zirinsky.  Senior Producers: Patti 
Aronofsky, Anthony Batson, Mary Hager, Nancy 
Kramer, Peter Schweitzer, Judy Tygard.) 

13WMAZ Close Up 1/28 noon 30 minutes Vivian Childs, Houston County Republican, discussed 
her attendance of the Presidential Inauguration. She 
discussed items in the news during the week of the 
Inauguration. She also discussed the upcoming 
efforts to repeal and replace the Affordable Care 
Act. On the state level, she discussed topics that 
could come up during the General Assembly, 
including casino gambling and revisiting the 
Religious Freedom Act. 

CBS News Special Report 2/28 9pm 1 hour and 35 
minutes 

Coverage of President Trump’s first address to 
Congress to outline an agenda that ranged from 
healthcare, tax cuts and regulation rollbacks to road 
projects and defense spending. The address was 
presented live. 
 
The Democratic response aired as part of the CBS 
coverage. 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 1/30, 1/31, 
and 2/1 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

10 minutes 
total 

Several reports covered the retreat of The Bibb 
Commission in Athens. One report followed up as 
commissioners spent the day looking at their 
financial situation to begin planning the 2018 
budget. Overall, the county found they are getting 
closer to balancing out their spending and revenue, 
but right now, they still aren't bringing in enough 
money. The county is projected to bring in $139 
million in 2017, which is $2 million more than 2016, 
but if you look back just four years ago, the county 
brought in $160 million, which is $20 million more 
than this year. Commissioners discussed ways to fix 
this problem and generate more revenue at their 
strategic planning retreat in Athens.  
"We need to be competitive, and we need to be in 
keeping with what's going on around us," said Joe 
Allen. Another move to boost county finances, 
Commissioner Gary Bechtel says they need to 
discuss county employees contributing to their 
pension plans. Right now, Bibb County completely 
funds employee pension plans, but Bechtel says 
employees for most government agencies put 
money towards retirement.  "Most cases, 
employees contribute, whether it's 1 percent, 2 
percent, 3 percent," Bechtel said. Bechtel says this is 
a good, fair way to help Bibb County's revenue 
problem."There's got to be some shared sacrifice, 
and so the goal is not to raise taxes," said Bechtel. 
The county also projects a $2 million drop in 
spending this year from last year.  Other reports 
examined issues facing the Commission in 2018. 
 
 
 
 

CBS News Special Report 3/2 4:05 p.m. 18 minutes CBS News coverage of Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions’ Press Conference. During the press 
conference he announced that he was recusing 
himself from investigations involving the Trump 
campaign, after consulting with Justice Department 
lawyers about his role in investigations into Russian 
contacts by Trump campaign associates. 
His feeling, he said, was that he did not feel like he 
should investigate a campaign he had had a role in.  
He defended himself against claims that he provided 
“incorrect and false” information about his contact 
with Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak, noting that 
he was “taken aback” by the line of questioning and 
in retrospect should have “slowed down” and 

answered more carefully. 
“My reply to the question of Senator Franken was 
honest and correct as I understood it at the time,” 
he said. 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/7 6pm 3 minutes Warner Robins City Council passed the first 
maternity, paternity, and adoptive parent leave 
policy in its history Monday night. WMAZ was able 
to verify it's the only one of its kind in the more than 
a dozen Central Georgia counties and cities checked. 
The counties of Houston, Jones, Macon-Bibb, 
Monroe, Laurens, Baldwin, Peach, and Twiggs said 
they did not have set policies. The cities of 
Milledgeville, Forsyth, Dublin, Perry, Jeffersonville, 
Danville, Gray, Fort Valley, and Byron also all told 
WMAZ they did not have paid parental leave policies 
either. 
A majority of those cities and counties told WMAZ 
expectant mothers were able to use sick days, 
vacation days, or short term disability insurance to 
help cover time out due to childbirth. 
According to the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, only 
14% of civilian workers in the country get access to 
paid family leave. 
 

CBS News: Presidential 
Debate 

3/21 6pm 2 minutes WMAZ talked to local residents about the Meals on 
Wheels program after federal spending on the 
program was identified as proposed cuts in next 
year's federal budget 
Meals on Wheels may have to figure out a different 
route if  the budget proposal goes unchanged. The 
proposal would slash $3 billion from a federal grant 
program used to fund initiatives like Meals on 
Wheels.   
 
Leaders at the Middle Georgia agency say they serve 
about 1,000 people, and a change in federal funds 
could impact about a quarter of them. “When I look 
at money, I look at meals, so I’m looking at maybe 
73,344 meals, which would affect 285 clients,” 
Executive Director Tanya Graham-Simms said. State 
funds and generous donations make up the rest of 
Meals on Wheels' budget. 
 



 

 

CBS News Special Report 3/24 3:43pm – 
3:49pm, 
4:09pm-4:26pm,  
4:41pm-4:58pm 

40 minutes 
total 

CBS News Special Reports covered developments on 
the cancellation of the vote on the Health Care Bill 
to repeal and replace Obamacare. 

13WMAZ Close Up 3/27 6pm 2 minutes The Macon Water Authority says they have seen 
about a 40 percent decrease in the number of 
people getting their water turned off because of late 
bills. They say a large part of that is thanks to the 
Middle Georgia chapter of the National Action 
Network. 
They hold annual meetings to listen to people in the 
community and one complaint they heard over and 
over again were people not having enough of a 
warning before their water getting shut off, so she 
went to the Macon Water Authority. 
“We started a new program which is actually calling 
out to customers,” said Kirk Nylund, the customer 
care director from the authority. 
Now, Nylund says they give people a five-day 
warning. 
“Probably about 40 percent of delinquencies go 
down,” said Nylund describing the impact from the 
change. 
The report informed communities of the next 
National Action Network meeting meeting at the 
Macon-Bibb County Government Center. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/30 and 3/31 
 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm, 6am 

10 minutes 
total 

Lawmakers celebrated the end of the session by 
tossing paper into the air. That came shortly after 
they approved the campus carry bill. It allows 
college students who are 21 or older with a gun 
carry permit to take a gun certain places on 
campuses. “That’s the compromise that’s been 
reached,” Rep. Allen Peake said.  “It’s not in 
administrative buildings, disciplinary hearings, 
athletic facilities, fraternities or dorms so I think 
there are some protections.” It goes to Governor 
Nathan Deal’s desk for his consideration. Last year 
he vetoed a similar bill. 
 
Senator Larry walker III pushed through a bill that 
would offer tax credits for the film industry. The 
ones currently in place are for filming, this one adds 
tax credits for post-production, like editing, graphics, 
and special effects work in state. “Post production 
work which is currently being done in New York 
California and London these are high paying jobs 
they’re really high tech jobs,” Walker said.  “We are 
building the work force here to fill those jobs.” 
 
Medical marijuana expansion also got final approval 
from the general assembly. “We've added six new 
conditions to what’s been a successful medical 
cannabis program, Autism, AIDS, Alzheimer's, 
Tourette's, Peripheral Neuropathy and EB a rare skin 
disease,” Peake said. 
Deal gave lawmakers a pat on the back for getting 
the state’s budget done before Thursday. According 
to the governor that's the fastest it's been done. 
“State law enforcement officers got a nice pay raise 
which is long overdue, they’ve not got a pay raise in 
a long time that’s in the budget, teachers are getting 
a 2% pay raise,” Walker said. 
 
Not making it to Deal’s desk is the religious freedom 
bill. 
 
“The state is changing we want to have a more 
diverse state not a less diverse state,” Rep. James 
Beverly said.  “Religious freedom is not good for 
business, it’s just not good for Georgia.” 
 
Lawmakers return to the capitol the second Monday 
in January.  
 

  
 Local Issue: Health   
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/5, 10/12, 
10/19, 10/26, 
11/2, 11/9, 11/16, 
11/23, 11/30, 
12/7, 
12/14,12/21,12/28 
 

, 11pm 2 minutes each 
week  

Every Wednesday on 13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News at 11 p.m., 13WMAZ’s  
“Amped Up” segment showcases central 
Georgians working to live healthier lifestyles 
and tips to making healthy diet and exercise 
choices. On October 26, 13WMAZ 
introduced viewers to dance instructors 
helping to teach young children and adults 
about fitness. The report spoke to two 
different instructors about their programs 
and how they are helping in the fight 
against childhood obesity. 
 
For example, on 1/25 a report profiled Kristi 
Proulx,  a fitness instructor and mother who 
is changing her life for the better. 
Kristi Proulx is fun and full of energy, a 
couple of characteristics you must have to 
be a certified fitness instructor that teaches 
Zumba several times throughout the week. 
Now what you may see is that Kristi doesn't 
fit the "typical" mold for fitness, but she is 
disproving that myth one step at a time.  
"One of the things I love to do in my class 
when new people come in to my class, they 
are kind of looking around for the instructor 
and I know they are expecting some kind of 
supermodel, and then I walk in, a very 
average person, and they respond like, 
"That's the instructor?" and I always make 
sure to give them the best class and when 
they leave, that's going to be the hardest 
class they've ever taken," said Proulx. 
Proulx says her motivation came twofold 
about 14 years ago. After the death of her 
father, Rocky Griffith, to heart disease and 
her desire to want to start a family with her 
husband, she was finally ready to start her 
journey. "And I have heart disease in my 
family, and so, keeping up and making sure 
that I am healthy is important to me and my 
children. I want them to start now and know 
they have to eat right and exercise to have a 
healthy life," Proulx said. 
She lost more than 70 pounds in order to 
become pregnant with Bryson, who is 6, and 
Luke, who is 4. She knows getting started 
can be hard, but you shouldn't overthink it. 
Proulx said, "Even the little things like 
parking your car further away from the 
grocery store or taking the stair instead of 
the elevator are easy things to get started, 
and once you get started and start seeing 
those results when that weight starts to 
come off, you'll feel better and can start 
walking a mile or start running."  
Or rocking out to Zumba. Now, several years 
later, Kristi went from a casual client to full-
time instructor and has only one goal in 
mind, and that's to know the journey never 
ends. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 1/12, 2/1, 3/2 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

16 minutes 
total 

Multiple reports followed the debate in the 
State Legislature over whether to allow the 
use of medical marijuana in Georgia. State 
Representative Allen Peake from Macon 
continued to campaign for medical 
marijuana in Georgia. On 1/12, he filed a 
House resolution calling for a statewide 
vote on a constitutional amendment to 
allow production and distribution of medical 
cannabis in the state. If it gets through the 
state legislature, that question would be on 
the 2018 Georgia ballot. He also filed a 
separate bill to expand the state's current 
cannabis law to cover more medical 
conditions. Governor Nathan Deal and 
Georgia's sheriffs have opposed expanding 
the state's medical-marijuana program. No 
hearing dates have been set on either bill. 
Peake took up the cause three years ago 
after 13WMAZ reported on the case of 
Haleigh Cox. She's a Monroe County girl 
who suffers from severe seizures. Her 
mother says Haleigh's condition improved 
greatly, after receiving cannabis treatment 
in Colorado. 
Could medical cannabis fix Georgia’s opioid 
crisis? On 2/1 a story reviewed a work 
session in Atlanta on Wednesday for HB 65. 
That’s the bill that would expand the 
current medical cannabis law. “I was either 
going to be on this drug, oxy, for the rest of 
my life until it kills me, or I can find an 
alternative path that doesn’t harm me,” 
Harrison Couch said.  He no longer uses the 
opioid pain killers he was prescribed years 
ago after being treated for a tumor, but the 
pain lives with him to this day. “Over the 
course of time the tolerance goes up and so 
does your dependency,” Couch said. He’s 
currently using cannabis oil illegally, since 
intractable pain isn’t a covered condition 
under Georgia’s current medical marijuana 
law. That could change with Rep. Allen 
Peake’s medical cannabis expansion bill, HB 
65, he could be covered. “We've had the 
law in place for two years now and the sky 
hasn’t fallen,” Peake said.  “We've seen that 
there have been a lot of people that have 
benefitted, so why not allow more people 
to benefit from legal possession medical 
cannabis oil.” During the work session a 
University of Georgia researcher, David 
Bradford, shared data that suggested better 
medical cannabis laws could address the 
state's opioid epidemic. Peake says that’s 
promising. “We saw a direct correlation 
where states have medical cannabis laws 
there's a reduction in opioid abuse,” Peake 
said.  “There's a reduction in opioid 
prescription overdoses, and there's a 
significant reduction cost to the tax payers 
as well too.” 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News  6pm 3 minutes On 3/2 WMAZ checked in with the family 
that inspired the original medical cannabis 
bill. 
Haleigh Cox started having seizures when 
she was about 8 months old. “It was a 
complete nightmare,” Janea Cox said. “One 
of us had to be right next to her at all times 
just in case she was to have a seizure and 
quit breathing. We would have to get her 
started again.” 
Cox is Haleigh’s mom and says she had 
hundreds of seizures a day. Doctors' answer 
to that was 5 different prescriptions, with 
the maximum dose. That’s when Cox and 
her husband started looking for other 
options and found medical cannabis. The 
family headed to Colorado to start 
treatment, since it was illegal in Georgia. 
“Her seizures are so much better 
controlled,” Cox said. “She has two to three 
on a really bad day, but that's down from 
100 to 200 plus.” While they were in 
Colorado, Representative Allen Peake got to 
work passing Georgia's medical marijuana 
law. That allowed Haleigh to come home to 
Forsyth and continue treatment with 
cannabis oil. 
Cox hopes the current law will be expanded 
to cover other medical conditions. They 
could if the general assembly passes Peake’s 
bill, currently in the senate. 
“The medicine has helped Haleigh stay 
alive,” Cox said. “Out in Colorado, we saw a 
lot of conditions being treated with it and 
thriving on it, and getting off the horrible 
pharmaceuticals causing problems in their 
lives.” 
A problem the Cox family thinks it has 
solved, with a drop of cannabis oil.   
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 1/18 and 3/22 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

6 minutes 
total 

Voters in Monroe County voted whether or 
not to save the Monroe County Hospital.  
To anyone who may have concerns about 
whether or not the county can financially 
support the hospital, hospital leaders 
already have a plan to alleviate those 
concerns. 
They are going to shrink the hospital.  
The plan is to keep the emergency room but 
to only have five to ten beds in the rest of 
the building. This will help reduce the 
amount of overhead to a more manageable 
level. 
1,090 people voted to close the Monroe 
County Hospital. However, an 
overwhelming 2,631 people voted in favor 
of saving it. 
Tiffany Griggs being one of them, she says 
she is happy to be taxed 1 mill in order to 
save the hospital. 
"Because we have to pay taxes, so make 
your tax money mean something. Put it 
towards your hospitals, put it towards your 
schools and bettering your communities," 
Griggs says. 
Griggs says this hospital is critical, especially 
in emergency situations. 
"And ten seconds is all the time you need to 
die, so we need our hospital here so we can 
save lives on a daily basis," she says. 
Darren Pearce, is the chief administrator 
officer for Navicent Health, and he says the 
support from the community has been 
amazing, but it also puts a lot of pressure to 
make this micro-hospital concept work. 
He says, "The ultimate goal is to eventually 
get as close to break even as possible, or 
maybe even make a profit one day if we are 
able to find the right niche and turn the 
culture around at this hospital to where 
people say, 'This is the place I want to go 
because I know the quality is good. I know 
it's going to be fast and it's right here at 
home.'" 
Pearce says that this will not be a long, 
drawn-out plan. He says they are going to 
be hitting the ground running and getting 
these improvements done very quickly. 
With the majority of residents wanting to 
give the hospital a second chance, this will 
give the commissioners something to think 
about as they cast their votes. 
 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 1/19 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes Navicent Health released a statement saying 
that any children under the age of 12 are 
currently not allowed to go inside of the 
hospital. Navicent says this is because the 
flu primarily affects young people. 
The hospital says it is not just for your 
safety, but the well-being of patients 
already in the hospital. They are also 
encouraging people with flu-like symptoms 
to stay home and out of public spaces like 
schools, work and hospitals. 
Michael Hokanson, from the North Central 
Health District, says this is pretty common 
for hospitals to do during flu season. 
“The biggest thing you need to look for, 
especially if you have a child that goes to 
school, especially a younger one that might 
be in daycare, if they’re running a fever, 
make sure they’re not being taken to school 
or daycare. You want to take them in just 
out of the way of crowds and other people, 
just until the fever passes, because that’s 
the best sign that the flu is out of their 
system,” says Hokanson. 
The hospital says they are not sure how long 
this restriction will last, but they say it will 
continue throughout the flu season. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/6 6:30 a.m. 3 minutes WMAZ Morning Anchor shared her 
story. Katelyn is someone who has 
overcome obstacles in life, and rather than 
let challenges discourage her, she used 
them as motivation. 
While many 13WMAZ viewers see Katelyn 
every day, most probably haven’t noticed 
what makes her just a little different -- other 
than her red hair.  Katelyn has a Brachial 
Plexus injury. When she was born, her neck 
was pulled and damaged her nerves. That 
affected her arm and her diaphragm, which 
made it difficult to breathe. She spent a 
week in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. 
After countless hours of physical therapy 
and seven surgeries, she has come much 
further than doctors imagined. 
“When you see her holding a microphone, 
that's because of that surgery she's able to 
at least grip some,” explains Fritz. “It just 
made her adapt,” adds Maria. “Just like 
anybody else, we all have things we have to 
adapt to.” 
Katelyn learned how to do that through 
support, a lot of hard work, and a mantra of 
never saying "I can't. You can't do it this 
way, but you can do it a different way, and 
you can figure it out,” Katelyn says.  “I spent 
countless hours all the time when I was 
younger, trying to figure out how to put my 
hair in a ponytail or how to tie my shoes or 
how to type on a computer.” 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/6 11pm 3 minutes Chief Meteorologist Ben Jones discussed the 
issue of Lilapsophobia, which is an abnormal 
fear of tornadoes or hurricanes. 
Lilapsophobia is a more severe type of 
astraphobia, which is a fear of thunder and 
lightning. Last year, Ben met a young lady 
who was paralyzed with fear at the mere 
thought of severe weather. For ten-year-old 
Hope Spohn, just the sound of thunder 
brought a whirlwind of emotion. Hope's 
parents tried everything to calm her down, 
but even a cloudy sky would cause a mass 
disturbance in her mind. Through Ben’s 
visit, Hope began to overcome her fears. At 
the end of the report, WMAZ invited 
students who had similar fears to sign up for 
a weather aware class through WMAZ. The 
first class of 25 students meets in April. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/17 5pm and 
6pm 

3 minutes WMAZ told audiences in December about a 
Warner Robins police officer who was 
fighting cancer and preparing to be a dad. 
On 2/17, WMAZ reported a happy update. 
Officer Brandon Carlson has been back in 
action for a little over a month. He says he 
feels stronger than ever and police work 
came back to him like riding a bike. 
First, the news he was becoming a dad. 
Then, a diagnosis with stage three Hodgkin's 
Lymphoma in June. But now, he's back in 
action and says it feels pretty good. 
“You know I changed my Facebook, the little 
bio, to survivor. So, I know not only have I 
had something that could have killed me, 
and now I know I survived it. I fought hard 
for it, I leaned on God and now I'm a victor 
for it,” Carlson said. 
Trent Van Lannen, one of Carlson's original 
field training officers, took him to 
treatments last year. Carlson says he'll 
never be able to thank everyone enough, 
including the officers that came and sat with 
him at home and at treatment when he was 
having a rough time. 
Carlson is out of treatment now and says he 
has one more scan left in March. If that 
comes back clear, like the others, he’ll only 
have to see a doctor every three months for 
scans and blood work to make sure the 
cancer hasn’t returned. That process would 
last two years.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/27 6pm 3 minutes A Dublin boy has become a pioneer in how 
doctors treat a common form of Muscular 
Dystrophy. 
We first shared Addison Jones’ story back in 
2015, when he started taking part in a 
medical study. Now, he’s helped make the 
treatment possible for other children like 
him. 
Jones has Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, 
which is the most common kind in children. 
It typically affects boys, and as he gets 
older, it is going to get harder to walk and 
even stand. 
Two years ago, however, his family found 
hope. Doctors selected him as one of 10 
boys in the state for a trial drug called 
Eteplirsen. 
Every Friday, Jones and his family make the 
trip all the way from Dublin to Children's 
Healthcare of Atlanta for his treatment. 
What started out as a trial, has now been 
approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration. 
Research shows Eteplirsen slows the 
disease's progression, allowing children to 
get stronger and walk for longer. 
Children with Duchenne's are usually 
wheelchair dependent by their early 
teens.  Jones can still walk, but he uses a 
scooter for long distances. 
“He is getting up out of chairs [that] he 
couldn't before. He went with me the other 
day to Home Depot and said ‘I want to 
walk,’” says his grandfather, John Dykes. 
While that might not sound significant, any 
sign of improved muscle strength is a huge 
victory for them. 
“We now have the first ever approved drug 
by the FDA, so this is a very exciting and 
promising time for our patients,” says 
Pediatric Neurologist Dr. Han Phan. 
Phan explains Duchenne's is caused by a 
mutated gene called Dystrophin. This drug 
helps to enhance the production of 
functional Dystrophin protein. 
Even though there is no cure for Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy, Phan says this is 
progress. 
“So we hope that with the approval of this 
drug, there will be more to come in the 
future,” says Phan. 
“That's what we keep telling him. He's one 
of the pioneers with this drug,” says Dykes, 
“to the point that he was in Washington 
[D.C.] with the FDA and was actually part of 
them approving it and part of the reason 
they approved it.” 
“It feels good to help other people like me,” 
Jones says. 
 

https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm521263.htm


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/4 11pm 1 minute Navicent Health hosted its third annual 
Teddy Bear Clinic. 
From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., kids had the chance 
to bring their stuffed animals to get checked 
out. 
They weighed them, checked their height, 
and did X-rays. 
Kids who didn't bring their favorite animal 
were given a teddy bear to work on. 
Nurse director at the Children's Hospital, 
Cyndee Jones, says this free event goes a 
long way in helping kids become more 
comfortable when seeing a doctor. 
"It kind of lets them have a chance to let 
their favorite stuffed animal go through the 
height, the weight, the blood pressure, the 
stethoscope. All the things that they would 
see inside of the hospital... it lets them see 
it here and when they come into the 
hospital it just makes it less scary for them," 
said Jones. 
Held in the Navicent Health's Oncology 
parking lot, children also had the chance to 
see performances by country music artist 
Maggie Renfroe and hop onboard a fire 
truck. 
 
 

Public Service Announcement January, February, 
March 

Various 210 :60 spots 
 

American Diabetes Association: One Step at a 
Time, encouraging healthy eating and exercise 

 
Public Service Announcement 

January, February, 
March 

Various 172 :60 spots Stroke prevention and warning signs 

Public Service Announcement January, February, 
March 

Various 124 :60 spots Parkinson’s Disease awareness 

Public Service Announcement January, February, 
March 

Various 64 :30 spots Make A Wish  
 

Public Service Announcement January, February, 
March 

Various 20 :60 spots Information on autism 
 

  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 Local Issue: Military  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

60 Minutes 1/8 7pm 12 minutes 
 

“The Coming Swarm” - a report on the Pentagon’s 
development of autonomous drones, which are given 
a mission by humans but which then figure out on 
their own how to carry it out.  Includes an interview 
with Dr. Will Roper of the Pentagon, and comments 
by Marine Captain Jim Pineiro; Tim Faltemier, 
biometrics researcher; Lt. Cmdr. Rollie Wicks; U.S. 
Navy; General Paul Selva, Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, Scott Littlefield, program manager for the 
U.S. Navy’s Sea Hunter (autonomous ship) program. 
(C: David Martin - P: Mary Walsh) 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 1/31   6pm and 
11pm 

4 minutes  A top Robins Air Force Base commander said he was 
concerned about a current hiring freeze at the base. 
Robins Air Force base officials have talked with the 
Department of Defense on President Trump’s order 
calling for a federal hiring freeze. 
WMAZ also reported on told you on 1/30 that the 
local chapter of the American Federation of 
Government Employees Union was concerned about 
the order’s impact on the base. 
 Colonel King said freezes like this are infrequent for 
the Department of Defense, but he told WMAZ top 
Air Force officials are working on relief from the 
freeze. “This is a very very active process right now 
between the senior leaders in the Air Force and the 
Department of Defense. Everyone gets that our 
roughly 350 thousand civilians impact the mission 
one way or the other so this is a big deal to the 
military,” King explained. The Colonel said he didn't 
know when more information or guidance would 
come down from the Department of Defense about 
the hiring freeze. He also made it clear that no one 
was taking the freeze lightly. 
Col. King said the Base had a $2.86-billion economic 
impact in Central Georgia in 2016, which was an 
increase from 2015. The Base has around 22,000 
employees. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/6 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes Robins Air Force Base's economic impact on Central 
Georgia continues to grow, according to the base's 
annual report. 
  
The base contributed more than $2.86 billion to the 
area's economy in the past year, their economic 
impact statement says. 
  
More than 21,400 people make their living at the 
base, Robins reports. That includes more than 5,500 
active-duty military and nearly 16,000 civilians. The 
base estimated their total payroll at $1.3 billion. 
  
The base says Robins' economic impact increased 2 
percent in 2015 and 4 percent last year. 
 

http://www.robins.af.mil/Portals/59/documents/Revup/2017/2016%20EIS%20FINAL%20redx.pdf
http://www.robins.af.mil/Portals/59/documents/Revup/2017/2016%20EIS%20FINAL%20redx.pdf


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/20 6:30am 2 minutes Report profiled some of the history at the Museum 
of Aviation. In the back sits a plane Curator Mike 
Rowland describes as one of the most important of 
the Vietnam era. 
“We have examples of airplanes that flew in combat 
in the Vietnam era, but this airplane is the airplane 
that the commander in chief was flying on,” he says. 
“By preserving it we provide to current and future 
generations a connection to this history. The 
president actually flew on this airplane.” 
That was President Lyndon Johnson. Rowland says 
Johnson flew on this plane as Vice President and 
later as President. He says, at the time, this VC 140 
Jetstar plane was cutting edge technology. 
“When this plane went into service in the early 
1960s, there was still a big transition going on from 
propeller planes to jets,” he says. “This was the very 
first type of business jet to go into service.” 
Half a century later, the plane has a more vintage 
look. It was retired and sent to a yard in Arizona with 
many other former government planes. Rowland 
says the Museum of Aviation reached out to bring 
the aircraft to central Georgia. The plane has been 
sitting in a hangar at the museum since 2008. 
Rowland says they hope to restore it back to its 
former glory sometime in the next few years and put 
this piece of American history on display for all to 
see. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/2 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes In 2016, the VA provided care to 700,000 patients via 
Telehealth. 
Telehealth is health care access to veterans to 
through the use of technology. 
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., the Telehealth van 
made a stop to the Carl Vinson VA Medical center in 
Dublin. 
The Dublin VA cares for 38,000 veterans in 52 
counties in Middle and South Georgia and telehealth 
technologies help to make healthcare more 
convenient for rural veterans while maintaining the 
highest levels of quality of care. 
Rhonda Clay is a caregiver for her husband, Timothy 
Clay, and Thursday, they made a 3-hour trip from 
Hinesville to Dublin so that Timothy could see three 
doctors at the Carl Vinson VA Medical Center. 
However, they didn't know that a solution to all of 
this travel could be a truck and a tablet away. 
Ben Engela, trainer for this VA Telehealth service says 
for this says technology is convenient and saves 
people time. 
"What we're using this for is mental health and 
behavioral health. We're removing all of those trips 
to the hospital, so you're going to have your 
appointment time, answer your tablet, do your 
mental health appointment, and end call," said 
Engel. 
Dozens of veterans and medical technicians filled this 
truck to see how fast technology has evolved. One 
volunteer at the hospital said that he spoke to a 
couple of people inside the hospital and they said it 
makes it easier, and Clay couldn't agree any more. 
"The idea of him having a tablet and being able to 
talk to somebody right away in case his sugar goes up 
or his blood pressure goes up or if he can even make 
appointments, that will be a great thing for him," 
said Clay 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/22 5pm, 6pm 
and 11pm 

5 minutes   WMAZ reported how Robins Air Force Base was 
looking to fill 400 positions at the Air Logistics 
Complex after getting an exemption from the federal 
hiring freeze. 
On 3/22 the station looked at the hiring process for 
Robins. Bob Thompson with the Georgia Department 
of Labor said the base hiring process can take some 
time. 
“You know sometimes there may be a job where 
they're requiring clearances and so sometimes that 
can be lengthy, you know getting this, sometimes it 
might be a secret or top secret, whatever level of 
clearance you have to have so sometimes that can be 
lengthy and time consuming too,” Thompson said. 
WMAZ shared that people can find open jobs at 
USAJobs.gov or EmployGeorgia.com and apply. 
Robins reviews your application, determines if they 
want to interview you, and then could make a job 
offer. After that, the Base says you could have to 
pass a variety of background checks, proof of job 
certifications, drug tests, and even a physical health 
test. The requirements are based on the position and 
job type. 
Robins said most of the 400 open jobs are 
engineering and technician positions. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/27 6:30am 2 minutes Right in the middle of the flight line at Robins Air 
Force Base is a repair shop, not for planes or parts, 
but for people. 
The Fast Forward clinic opened in 2013 as an easier 
way for workers with the Air Logistics Complex to get 
treatment for everything from sprains and strains to 
chronic, overuse injuries. 
"You don't have to worry about going off-base, 
fighting the traffic, then coming back in, and fitting in 
your other doctors appointments to try to get seen 
and treated," says Johnny Gordon, a mechanic at the 
wing shop who suffers from tennis elbow. 
Gordon says his job requires a lot of hands-on work 
in awkward positions and using equipment that puts 
a lot of stress on his elbow. Instead of missing time at 
work to make it to physical therapy during the week, 
he makes the short trip to the Fast Forward clinic to 
work with athletic trainers like Gregory Hawthorne. 
"These guys have to work in awkward positions, 
confined spaces, hot places," says Hawthorne. "Being 
out here gives us access to see the guys do what 
they're doing, so we can apply what we're doing with 
them in the clinic to fit more of what they're doing in 
the hangers." 
For example, Hawthorne has Gordon go through 
exercises like screwing in bolts using a variety of 
tools. 
"It teaches me how to use this hand the correct way 
so I won't stress this elbow," says Gordon. He 
believes all the time he's put in at the clinic has paid 
off in his job. "I just installed a panel yesterday and it 
didn't bother me at all." 
Gordon is just one of the success stories at the clinic. 
Dr. Michael Rappa, who developed the idea for the 
clinic, says over the last three and a half years, 
they've treated more than 5,000 ALC workers. He 
also says, in that time, the number of injuries and the 
amount of work days missed have been cut nearly in 
half. 
Dr. Rappa says that's, in part, because his team 
doesn't just treat injuries. He says they also make 
sure to teach workers techniques and exercises to 
prevent future problems. He says the clinic was the 
first of its kind in the entire Department of Defense 
and now other military bases are using it as a model 
for their own facilities. 
Through the clinic, workers have access to a nurse 
practitioner as well as the athletic trainers, 
but Rappa hopes to add a psychiatrist and other 
services in the future. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Local Issue: Economy  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 1/16 5pm  1 minute The Kroger on Hartley Bridge Road in Macon held 
a grand re-opening and ribbon-cutting ceremony. 
The store opened originally in summer 1995 and 
renovations began in fall of 2015. 

 
13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/7 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Coverage of the the Georgia Economic Outlook 

Forecast from the University of Georgia. 
University of Georgia's economic experts predict 
the Macon area will gain about 2,000 jobs, and 
more people. 
One reason for the population growth is the 
short drive to Atlanta. 
The director of UGA Economic Forecast says that 
driving to Macon from Atlanta is really not much 
longer than driving from the city to the northern 
suburbs. 
Some of the companies driving the job market 
here, according to the UGA experts, are Kumho 
Tire, First Quality Packaging Solutions, GEICO, 
and Guard Buildings. 
They say growth fields will include transportation 
and logistics, financial services, education, 
healthcare and business services. 
The UGA forecast also says Georgia's 
unemployment rate should drop below 5% this 
year, for the first time in a decade. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/16  6pm 2 minutes  WMAZ took a closer look at the state of the city 
of Warner Robins’ economy. 
Reporter Jacob Reynolds talked to a new 
business owner on Thursday about why he chose 
the International City for his business. Stephen 
Rollyson, a Warner Robins native, says the city 
had an opening for his kind of business. 
After moving back south from Atlanta, he knew it 
was the right time. “Having been there and 
participated in the music scene there, as well as 
seeing a lot of cool businesses up there, coming 
back to Warner Robins I felt that in particular 
there weren't a lot of great places to see music,” 
Rollyson said. That's why he opened Wellston 
Station on Russell Parkway this month. The 
coffee shop and music venue have been under 
renovations for months and Rollyson says the city 
has already proved it's good for new small 
business. 
“Fortunately, here in Warner Robins, people have 
been pretty receptive to starting new businesses. 
You have places like Just Tap'd that started a 
couple years ago and brought a unique concept 
here to Warner Robins and actually killed it. So, 
we're hoping to do sort of the same thing for a 
different industry,” he said. 
He's not the only one starting a new business. 
Government numbers show the city's new 
commercial and residential permits are growing 
with more than 380 total in 2016, as opposed to 
288 in 2014. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
says unemployment in Warner Robins has 
dropped each year since 2014. 
It was at 7.2% in 2014, 6.1% in 2015, and 
unofficially 5.6% in 2016. 
Rollyson says he has hired all 25 of his employees 
locally from Warner Robins and Macon.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/19 11pm 2 minutes People are gathering together to celebrate the 
history of what was formerly part of downtown 
Macon's Cotton Avenue, now Forsyth Street. The 
Cotton Avenue Revival Festival will allow people 
to learn more about the legacy of the black-
owned business district. 
Gloria Hutchings says she remembers being 
christened at a church there in the early 1930s. 
Inside Washington Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
she remembers her time there during the 1950s. 
 
Joan Walton has also been a member of the 
church for years. Walton says she began 
going to church when she and her husband 
moved to Macon so he could work for his 
father, Doctor D.T. Walton, on what used to 
be Cotton Avenue. 
 
The church and businesses like Walton’s 
were all a part of the historic Cotton Avenue 
area -- a community that Alex Habersham 
says was a mecca for African American 
workers. 
 
“Several businesses were along this corridor, 
and it’s extremely important that we 
remember that and that we redevelop the 
area,” said Habersham. He says that is why 
he is taking part in the Cotton Avenue 
Revival Festival. He wants to encourage 
people to open businesses in the area by 
learning more about the history. “Try to 
inspire some of these young people to 
replicate what has happened along this 
corridor,” said Habersham. He says people 
will have the opportunity to visit businesses 
like his and also take tours of the historic 
buildings and churches, like Washington 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, which 
Hutchings says is important. “The children 
are this nation. It is in their hands because 
eventually they will be running the country,” 

said Hutchings. 
  

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/20 5pm 1 minute China-based Farmax Merchandise will be adding 
20 new jobs and investing $5 million in a new 
peanut oil processing plant in Crisp County, Gov 
Nathan Deal announced Monday. 
“International partnerships such as this one 
stimulate the local economy and deliver superior 
supply chain efficiency for manufacturers," Deal 
stated in a news release. "By locating in Crisp 
County, Farmax will benefit from our strong 
transportation infrastructure and further 
establish Georgia as a top state for international 
companies to invest in and share our success.” 
Farmax is a subsidiary of Qingdao Hwa-Nuts 
Foodstuff Co., Ltd. 
New jobs at the Cordele facility will include 
positions in production, the news release states. 
Qingdao Hwa-Nuts uses assembly lines for 
shelling, screening, grading, packing and roasting 
peanuts. The company serves customers in the 
U.S., EU, Canada, Southeast Asia, Russia, the 
Middle East, Australia and New Zealand. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/22 5pm,  
6pm 

3 minutes A late freeze has hurt Georgia’s blueberry and 
peach crops. Reporter Gabrielle Dawkins stopped 
by a Fort Valley berry farm to see how the freeze 
affected them. 
Last year the Sunshine's Berry Farm produced 
about 1200 pounds of blueberries.  
but this year Don Taylor, a blueberry Farmer says 
they won’t hit that mark this year.  
Temperatures dropping into the 20's last 
week....hit his crop hard, saying it probably killed 
85% to 90% of the blossoms. 
 
Georgia Agriculture Commissioner Gary 
Black....says Taylor isn't the only farmer 
impacted. “Our blueberry producers in the 
production parts of the state are very devastated 
at this time. Conservatively that number we think 
is somewhere around 60 percent of the crops are 
gone,” said Black. 
 
Black says in years past....Georgia has been the 
nation's number one blueberry producer. 
 
Black says the loss in blueberries alone could 
have a 300 million dollar economic impact in 
Georgia. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/20 6pm 2 minutes Macon Mall once boasted being the largest mall 

in Georgia. Built in 1975, the mall was 

constructed during a period retail experts call the 
“golden age” of mall building. For the better part 
of the last two decades, however, many of those 
malls have disappeared, or in the case of Macon 
Mall, continued shrinking as national retailers 
close stores around the country. 

The most recent blow came Friday when J.C. 
Penney released a list of 138 stores the 

retailer plans to close. Macon Mall made that list, 
along with stores in Dublin, Milledgeville and 
Tifton. 
Company officials say the closings will result in 
the loss of 5,000 jobs nationwide. Most stores 
will start liquidation sales in mid-April with 
closings slated to begin in June. 

Macy’s said last year it was closing 100 
stores nationwide. 

Macon Mall didn’t make that list, making its 
Macy’s the mall’s last surviving traditional anchor 
store. 
Macon Mall has not only suffered at the hands of 
major national retailers folding, but also flight as 
new shopping centers open. 
 

 
  Local Issue: Public Safety  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Special Report and 
13WMAZ Eyewitness News 

1/21, 1/22, 
1/23 

Saturday 
11:30am to 
2:30pm; 
Sunday 
3pm-6pm; 
Monday 
5pm, 6pm 

Seven hours WMAZ provided more than seven hours of live 
coverage as tornadoes impacted the area on 
1/21 and 1/22. The National Weather Service 
confirmed 18 tornadoes for central Georgia over 
the weekend. 
For the state, 22 were confirmed. It shattered the 
old January record of 15 in 1972. Survey for the 
Albany to Wilcox County tornado said it was an 
EF-3 with 150 mph winds. The path was over 70 
miles long. The width of the path - a mile and a 
quarter wide. Authorities said at least 15 people 
had died in Georgia, and another 88 people were 
hurt from the weekend's storms. 

 

https://www.maconmall.com/
http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/jc-penney-closing-138-stores-including-macon-dublin-milledgeville/423380782
http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/jc-penney-closing-138-stores-including-macon-dublin-milledgeville/423380782
http://www.13wmaz.com/ext/news/nation-now/macys-to-close-100-stores-as-bigbox-retailer-shrinks-further/93/nationnow/3PBsMCBjV6I4sMUwY4e0SQ
http://www.13wmaz.com/ext/news/nation-now/macys-to-close-100-stores-as-bigbox-retailer-shrinks-further/93/nationnow/3PBsMCBjV6I4sMUwY4e0SQ


 

 

 
 
CBS FACE THE NATION   Sundays 10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. - noon 
FACE THE NATION 
 
01/01/17 Guests: J.D. Vance, author, “Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis” (1); Diane 

Guerrero, author, “In The Country We Love: My Family Divided” (1); Amani Al-Khatahtbeh, author, 
“Muslim Girl: A Coming of Age” (1); Isabel Wilkerson, author, “The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story 
of America’s Great Migration” (1); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (2); Michele Norris, The Race Card 
Project (2); David Frum, The Atlantic (2); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (2) 

 1) Book panel topics include: Mr. Vance’s definition of a hillbilly / Ms. Guerrero on living with the fear of 
deportation / impact of the September 11 terrorist attacks on Ms. Al-Khatahtbeh’s family / Ms. 
Wilkerson on the origins of the great migration and its impact on America / the idea that “your history is 
always attached to you” / difficulties faced by those attempting to leave the Jim Crow South / the 
American Dream / need for people to recognize “what makes us the same” / skepticism among some 
groups that America is not improving / social isolation / stories of assimilation / how people in America 
live with unresolved history and resentment / public reactions to the panelists’ writings 

 2) Topics include: predictions regarding the great stories of 2017; anticipation of a Trump presidency / 
concern about the possibility of an ineffective government / racial aspects of the Trump campaign / 
Misters Frum and Goldberg’s reaction to President Obama’s belief that “the office constrains the man” / 
President-elect Trump’s views on NATO / possible restrictions the Republican Party could put on Mr. 
Trump / how President-elect Trump plans to handle people from the left / Democratic Party response to 
Mr. Trump / need to protect and defend basic American institutions 

 
01/08/17 Guests: Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate Majority Leader (1); Reince Priebus, incoming White 

House Chief of Staff (2); Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ) (3); James Woolsey, former Director, Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA); former Senior Advisor, Trump transition team (4); Michael Morell, former 
Acting Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), former Adviser, Clinton Campaign (4); Susan Page, 
USA Today (5); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (5); Ezra Klein, Vox.com (5); Tammy Bruce, The 
Washington Times, FOX News Contributor (5) 

 1) Topics include: Senator McConnell’s condemnation of Russia’s efforts to meddle in the U.S. election / 
his acceptance of the findings of the intelligence community, which has unanimously agreed that Russia 
was trying to affect the election; call to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare); 
reaction to President-elect Trump’s cabinet nominees / call for Democrats to “want to treat President-
elect Trump just like we treated President-elect Obama” in terms of confirmation hearings / working 
with Democratic Senator Chuck Schumer  

 2) Topics include: what President-elect Trump believes about Russia’s efforts to meddle in the U.S. 
election / Mr. Priebus’ criticism of the DNC for allowing themselves to be hacked / belief that President 
Obama’s recent sanctions against Russia for the hacking are “clearly politically motivated to discredit the 
victory of President-elect Trump” / Mr. Trump’s remarks disparaging the intelligence community; time 
frame for repealing and replacing Obamacare (Affordable Care Act) / opinion that Mr. Trump does not 
want to “meddle” with Medicare or Social Security 

 3) Topics include: reaction to Senator McConnell’s refusal to slow the pace of the confirmations / 
Senator McConnell’s lack of support for the Ethics in Government Act / Secretary of State nominee Rex 
Tillerson and his relationship with Russia / Republican desire to repeal the Affordable Care Act 
(Obamacare) without a replacement; Senator Booker’s responsibility to find a way to improve the lives 
of ordinary Americans 

 4) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s change of mind and acceptance regarding Russia’s attempt to meddle in 
the U.S. election / his questioning of the intelligence community’s capability and integrity / morale at 
the CIA / Mr. Trump’s campaign mode “shtick” 

 5) Topics include: Russia’s efforts to meddle in the U.S. election / judgment of the intelligence agencies 
that Russia is sitting on intel about the RNC; Republican efforts to repeal the Affordable Care Act 



 

 

(Obamacare) / Senator McConnell’s statement that there will be a gap between repealing and replacing 
the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) / difficulty in getting the House and the Senate to agree on a 
health plan; attempt from Democrats to delay Senate confirmation hearings 

 
 
 
01/15/17 Guests: Governor Mike Pence (R-IN), Vice President-elect (1); Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV), Senate 

Intelligence Committee (2); Newt Gingrich, former Speaker of the House of Representatives, Trump 
Transition Vice Chair (3); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (4); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (5); 
Ben Domenech, The Federalist (5); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (5); John Heilemann, Bloomberg 
Politics (5) 

 1) Topics include: reaction to the announcement from the Republican chairman of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee that they will investigate Russian meddling in the election; Governor Pence’s 
opinion that many in the media “demean and question the legitimacy of” the incoming Trump 
administration; President–elect Trump’s thoughts on Vladimir Putin and Russia / differing opinion of 
incoming cabinet members versus that of Mr. Trump towards Russia / assertion that Mr. Trump will be 
the decision maker regarding policy; Governor Pence’s claim that America will instantly be more 
respected once Mr. Trump assumes the presidency; incoming National Security Advisor Mike Flynn’s 
telephone call with the Russian ambassador on the day the U.S. Government announced sanctions 
against Russia for election hacking / Mr. Flynn’s assurance to Governor Pence that he did not discuss the 
sanctions with the Russian ambassador; Congressman John Lewis’ recent statement, expressing that he 
does not consider Mr. Trump to be a legitimate president / Mr. Trump’s critical twitter response to 
Representative Lewis; report in Esquire magazine that the Trump administration is moving the press out 
of the White House 

 2) Topics include: Senate Intelligence Committee’s change in decision to now investigate any connection 
between the Russians and the Trump campaign; Senator Manchin’s message to Democrats who are 
nervous about the incoming Trump administration; Representative John Lewis’ decision not to attend 
Mr. Trump’s inauguration / call for an end to the rhetoric between the two parties 

 3) Topics include: making sense of the differing views on Russia between President-elect Trump and his 
cabinet members; Mr. Gingrich’s belief that Donald Trump is going to be “the first entrepreneurial 
president we’ve seen in modern times” / need for the intelligence community and the American public 
to learn how “to cope with a president who’s very complicated” / Mr. Trump’s relationship with the 
intelligence community; Mr. Gingrich’s assertion that the most difficult thing for a president is to stay 
focused  

 4) Topics include: the Senate Intelligence Committee’s decision to investigate any connection between 
the Russians and the Trump campaign, as well as the cyberattacks during the 2016 campaign; incoming 
National Security Advisor Mike Flynn’s telephone call with the Russian ambassador on the day the U.S. 
Government announced sanctions against Russia for election hacking; different viewpoints between 
incoming cabinet members and Mr. Trump on several issues, such as Russia and the issue of 
waterboarding 

 5) Topics include: “lay of the landscape” as Mr. Trump gets ready to assume the role of the presidency / 
his low poll numbers as he gets ready to become president / importance of the inaugural address / 
challenges facing Mr. Trump; investigation into Russia hacking the election and FBI Director James 
Comey’s behavior, and how that impacts the already fragile state of democracy in this country; 
Representative John Lewis’ decision not to attend Mr. Trump’s inauguration; different viewpoints 
between incoming cabinet members and Mr. Trump on several issues; repealing the Affordable Care Act 
(Obamacare) 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
01/22/17 Guests: Kellyanne Conway, Counselor to the President, Donald Trump Administration (1); Senator 

Lindsey Graham (R-SC) (2); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) (3); Susan Page, USA Today (4); Frank Luntz, 
Republican Strategist, CBS News Contributor (4); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (4); Lanhee Chen, Hoover 
Institution, Stanford University (4) 

 1) Topics include: yesterday’s Women’s March on Washington and the sister marches across the country 
and around the globe / what President Trump ‘hears” from the people who don’t support him; the 
inaugural address; executive action on the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) / President Trump’s plans 
for health care; White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer’s press conference about the crowd size at the 
inauguration / claims of poor treatment by the press; Senate confirmations / call for bipartisanship on 
Capitol Hill 

 2) Topics include: reaction to President Trump’s inaugural address, where he criticized the political 
establishment; Senator Graham’s promise to vote for Rex Tillerson as Secretary of State; opinion that 
the Senate will impose additional sanctions against Russia for hacking / potential conflicts between 
Congress and President Trump 

 3) Topics include: President Trump’s reaction to the protesters at yesterday’s marches; Senator Sanders’ 
reaction to the inaugural address / advice for Mr. Trump on the actions he needs to take to show that he 
is serious about standing up for working families / Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) and the executive 
action to end it; issues Senator Sanders’ feels that he can work with the president on: infrastructure, 
prescription drug costs, trade policies 

 4) Topics include: Mr. Luntz’ lament over the overall loss of decency; yesterday’s Women’s March on 
Washington; populist rising across Europe; the inaugural address; potential conflicts between Congress 
and President Trump; executive action on the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) / poll results indicating 
that the American public wants a replacement regarding health care; President Trump’s visit to the CIA 
yesterday; White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer’s press conference about the crowd size at the 
inauguration; Russian sanctions; Rex Tillerson as Secretary of State 

 
01/29/17 Guests: Reince Priebus, White House Chief of Staff (1); Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Chairman, Senate 

Armed Services Committee (2); Representative Keith Ellison (D-MN), candidate for Chair of the 
Democratic National Committee (DNC) (3); Peter Baker, The New York Times (4); Jamelle Bouie, Slate 
Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (4); Molly Ball, The Atlantic (4); Hugh Hewitt, host, “The Hugh 
Hewitt Show”, author, “The Fourth Way: The Conservative Playbook for a Lasting GOP Majority” (4) 

 1) Topics include: President Trump’s executive order restricting refugees from seven predominantly 
Muslim countries from entering the U.S. / question of a Muslim ban and prioritizing Christian refugees / 
need to protect America first / claims of outreach between the White House, the State Department, and 
the Department of Homeland Security; President Trump’s recent telephone call with Vladimir Putin; 
border wall with Mexico 

 2) Topics include: Senator McCain’s opinion on the travel ban / international ramifications of the 
executive order restricting refugees / concern over the impact on the Iraqi’s and our interests in Iraq; 
need to understand and not be fooled by Vladimir Putin; current administration’s views on torture; 
appointment of Steve Bannon to the National Security Council -- a radical departure from the norm 

 3) Topics include: Representative Ellison’s belief that this religious based ban is a Muslim ban / plight of 
Syrian refugees; his campaign to head the DNC 

 4) Topics include: President Trump’s executive order restricting refugees / reaction to the travel ban; 
importance of image to President Trump; possible additional sanctions against Russia for hacking the 
2016 campaign; international reaction to the travel ban; border wall with Mexico; King Abdullah of 
Jordan’s visit to Washington this week; President Trump’s press conference with British Prime Minister 
Theresa May; Republican reaction to President Trump / emerging relationship between Mr. Trump and 
Congressional Republicans; infrastructure spending; President Trump’s tall order regarding the repeal 
and replacement of the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare); appointment of Steve Bannon to the National 
Security Council; President Trump’s belief, despite evidence to the contrary, that there was widespread 



 

 

voter fraud in the presidential election / rise in populous white nationalist rhetoric being injected into 
the mainstream 

 
 
 
02/05/17 Guests: Vice President Mike Pence (1); Governor Chris Christie (R-NJ) (2); DeMaurice Smith, Executive 

Director, NFL Players Association (3); James Brown, Host, The NFL Today, CBS News Special 
Correspondent (4); Michael Duffy, Time Magazine (5); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (5); Ramesh 
Ponnuru, National Review, Bloomberg View (5); Amy Walter, The Cook Political Report (5) 

 1) Topics include: Vice President Pence’s support for the executive order on immigration / federal judge 
in Washington State who stopped the travel ban / President Trump’s criticism of the judge, by 
questioning his legitimacy / outside criticism over the executive order and the way it was carried out; 
reaction to President Trump’s interview with Bill O’Reilly of FOX News, in which he praised Vladimir 
Putin and criticized the United States / criticism that President Trump slandered the United States in the 
interview / moral equivalency / Vice President Pence’s belief that America is morally superior to Russia 

 2) Topics include: Governor Christie’s opinion “that America is the moral leader of the world” / reaction 
to President Trump’s comments about the morality of the United States; executive order on immigration 
/ “haphazard rollout” of the Muslim travel ban 

 3) Topics include: concern over the repeal of the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”) / 100% injury rate 
for players, which leads to preexisting conditions for those heading into retirement / concussions in the 
NFL; role of politics in the NFL / support for the right of players to speak out 

 4) an interview with Mr. Brown on today’s Super Bowl between the Atlanta Falcons and the New 
England Patriots 

 5) Topics include: executive order on immigration / testing the legality of the travel ban / President 
Trump’s criticism of the judge, by questioning his legitimacy / relationship between President Trump 
and Republicans; leaks within the Trump White House / conflict within the Trump administration / need 
for a chain of command; confirmation process for Judge Neil Gorsuch, Mr. Trump’s Supreme Court 
nominee / dilemma facing Democrats when dealing Congressional Republicans and President Trump: 
whether or not to fight, even if they can’t win; reaction to President Trump’s interview with Bill O’Reilly 
of FOX News 

 
 
 
02/12/17 Guests: Senator Charles Schumer (aka Chuck) (D-NY), Senate Minority Leader (1); Senator Jeff Flake (R-

AZ) (2); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director (3); Stephen Miller, White House Senior Policy 
Advisor, Trump Administration (4); Peter Baker, The New York Times (5); Susan Page, USA Today (5); 
Reihan Salam, National Review (5); Ron Brownstein, Atlantic Media (5) 

 1) Topics include: this weekend’s missile test from North Korea / the need to impress upon China the 
importance of curtailing North Korea economically; executive order on immigration; pledge for 
Democrats to remain “guided by our values” / concern over the ability of Democrats to be able to work 
with President Trump / protests against President Trump; concern over Supreme Court nominee Judge 
Neil Gorsuch and his ability to be an independent justice 

 2) Topics include: Senator Flake’s belief that the travel ban is constitutional, but that it sends a bad 
message to America’s allies abroad / President Trump’s treatment of the judicial branch / Senator 
Flake’s explanation of why it is necessary that there be a separation between the judiciary and the 
presidency; immigration reform / uptick in arrests by ICE officials / the fear of being deported, expressed 
by illegal immigrants who have not committed aggravated felonies 

 3) Topics include: the launch of the CBS News – YouGov nation tracker, “a survey project aimed at 
monitoring Americans' views on the Trump administration, Congress, and the country” / four basic 
groupings that the survey participants fall into: (1) those strongly supporting the president; (2) those 
who support President Trump, but with conditions; (3) those currently not supporting Mr. Trump, but 
could; and those firmly opposed to President Trump 



 

 

 4) Topics include: President Trump’s reaction to the missile test from North Korea; executive order on 
immigration / what the Trump administration has learned from this experience with the executive order 
/ opinion that this “judiciary that has taken far too much power and become in many cases a supreme 
branch of government”; assurance that the administration is in control of events at the White House; 
replacing Obamacare (Affordable Care Act); uptick in immigration raids 

 5) Topics include: assessment of the current state of the Trump White House / constraints of the office 
of the president / public opinion on immigration / fact that President Trump’s actions have galvanized 
the opposition / executive order on immigration; incoming National Security Advisor Mike Flynn’s 
telephone call with the Russian ambassador on the day the U.S. Government and Obama administration 
announced sanctions against Russia for election hacking / report in The Washington Post, suggesting 
that sanctions were indeed discussed during the phone calls / Mr. Flynn’s assurance to Governor Pence 
that he did not discuss the sanctions with the Russian ambassador, who defended Mr. Flynn on the 
01/15/17 edition of FACE THE NATION / investigation into contact between the Trump campaign and 
Russian sources; President Trump’s statement on the North Korean missile test / his reaffirmation of the 
One China policy; this week’s visit from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu; status of the “repeal 
and replace” of the Affordable care Act (Obamacare) 

 
 
 
02/19/17 Guests: Reince Priebus, White House Chief of Staff (1); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Senate Armed 

Services Committee (2); Representative Devin Nunes (R-CA), Chairman, House Intelligence Committee 
(3); Representative Elijah Cummings (D-MD), Ranking Member, House Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee (4); Tom Donilon, former National Security Advisor, Obama Administration (5); 
Michael Morell, former Acting Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), former Advisor, Clinton 
Campaign, CBS News Senior Security Contributor (5); Bob Woodward, The Washington Post (6); Jeffrey 
Goldberg, The Atlantic (6) 

 1) Topics include: President Trump’s recent tweet, calling the press the enemy of the people / Senator 
John McCain’s criticism of the Trump administration / Mr. Priebus’ defense of the Trump administration 
/ belief that the media is obsessed with false stories / incoming National Security Advisor Mike Flynn’s 
telephone call with the Russian ambassador on the day the U.S. Government and Obama administration 
announced sanctions against Russia for election hacking  

 2) Topics include: opinion of European leaders of the Trump administration / Senator Graham’s 
agreement with the defense minister of Estonia that Russia has become more aggressive since the U.S. 
presidential election / need to hold Russia accountable for interfering in the 2016 election; assessment 
of how things are running at the White House / reaction to President Trump calling the press the enemy 
of the people; concern that President Trump doesn’t “forcefully embrace the idea that Russia’s 
interference in the election in 2016 is something that should be punished” 

 3) Topics include: leaked conversations between President Trump and foreign leaders / leaked 
conversation between incoming National Security Advisor Mike Flynn and the Russian ambassador / 
need to investigate the source of the leaks; House Intelligence Committee’s ongoing investigation into 
Russia / opinion that the sanctions imposed against Russia by the Obama administration were “petty”; 
tax reform 

 4) Topics include: Representative Cumming’s request to investigate former National Security Advisor 
Mike Flynn / leaks; upcoming meeting with President Trump / difficulty, but necessity in being able to 
work with President Trump 

 5) Topics include: advice for Mr. Trump in selecting a new national security advisor, after the 
termination of Mike Flynn; relationship between President Trump and the intelligence community; 
belief that one of Vladimir Putin’s “primary goals is to weaken the United States in the world” / need to 
investigate the Russian interference in the 2016 election; threats posed by North Korea 

 6) Topics include: reaction to President Trump calling the press the enemy of the people / Mr. Trump’s 
most recent press conference / review of President Trump’s first month in office / Mr. Woodward’s 
interpretation of the “Michael Flynn saga” 



 

 

 
 
02/26/17 Guests: John Brennan, former Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) (1); David Martin, CBS News 

National Security Correspondent (3); Governor John Kasich (R-OH) (4); Ben Domenech, The Federalist 
(5); Molly Ball, The Atlantic (5); Lanhee Chen, Hoover Institution, Stanford University (5); Ezra Klein, 
Vox.com (5) 

 1) Topics include: investigation into Russia’s efforts to meddle in the 2016 election and collude with the 
Trump campaign / call for a bipartisan investigation / claim from the White House that the FBI had 
contacted them to criticize the veracity of reports detailing Russia’s contact with the Trump campaign / 
respect for FBI Director Jim Comey / Mr. Brennan’s reaction to comments made from House Intelligence 
Chairman Devin Nunes during his appearance last week on FACE THE NATION regarding leaks of 
sensitive information from Obama administration officials; President Trump’s travel ban / recent report 
criticizing the effectiveness of the travel ban from the Department of Homeland Security / downsides to 
the travel ban; threats posed by North Korea and Russia; new National Security Advisor General H.R. 
McMaster’s advice to President Trump to avoid the term “radical Islamic terrorism” 

 2) an extended video excerpt of Mr. Dickerson’s moderating a focus group in Richmond, VA, where the 
participants discussed President Trump, the country, and politics 

 3) an interview with Mr. Martin from Cairo, Egypt, on the U.S. effort to defeat ISIS (ISIL / Daesh) 
 4) Topics include: Governor Kasich’s meeting with President Trump and his advice for the president on 

reforming the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) / reaction to comments from former Speaker of the 
House John Boehner on repealing and replacing the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare); changes in the 
Washington political climate / reports that the White House reached out to Congressional Intelligence 
Committees, requesting help regarding leaks of sensitive information / need to put your country before 
your political party; Governor Kasich’s thoughts on President Trump 

 5) Topics include: reports that the White House asked Congressional Intelligence Committees for help 
regarding the investigation into Russia’s meddling in the 2016 election / bipartisan support for a special 
prosecutor to investigate Russian meddling in the election; Affordable Care Act (Obamacare); 
immigration; new leaders of the Democratic National Committee: Chairman Tom Perez and Deputy 
Chairman Keith Ellison 

 
 
03/05/17 Guests: Senator Mark Warner (D-VA), Vice Chairman, Senate Intelligence Committee (1); Senator Susan 

Collins (R-ME), Senate Intelligence Committee (2); Leon Panetta, former Director, Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA), former Secretary of Defense (3); David Sanger, The New York Times (4); Dr. Tom Price, 
Secretary of Health and Human Services (5); Julie Pace, Associated Press (AP) (6); Ramesh Ponnuru, 
National Review (6); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (6); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News 
Political Analyst (6) 

 1) Topics include: President Trump’s tweets from yesterday, where he accused former President Obama 
of wiretapping Mr. Trump’s campaign headquarters / Senator Warner’s criticism of the president’s 
unsubstantiated accusation / ongoing investigation into Russian efforts to meddle in the 2016 election; 
recent leaks embarrassing to the Trump administration 

 2) Topics include: President Trump’s tweets, accusing former President Obama of wiretapping Mr. 
Trump’s campaign headquarters / President Trump’s call for Congressional investigations into his 
allegations against Mr. Obama / possibility of issuing a subpoena for President Trump’s tax returns for 
their investigation into Russia’s influence on Mr. Trump and meddling in the 2016 election; repealing 
and replacing the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare)  

 3) Topics include: Mr. Panetta’s opinion that President Trump’s accusation against former President 
Obama is the president’s attempt to divert attention from the scandals facing his administration / call 
for a bipartisan, independent, thorough, and credible investigation into Russia’s efforts to meddle in the 
2016 election / message that President Trump’s accusations send to other countries; U.S. efforts using 
cyber warfare to thwart North Korea’s missile system; budget for the Defense Department / need for a 
balance budget; failures of the current White House operation 



 

 

 4) an interview with Mr. Sanger, who detailed U.S. covert cyberattacks against the North Korean missile 
program under the Obama administration 

 5) an interview with Dr. Price on the Trump administration’s efforts to repeal and replacement of the 
Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) and the guarantee of Medicare  

 6) Topics include: President Trump’s address before a joint session of Congress / Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions’ misleading testimony in Congress about his contacts with Russia during the 2016 election / 
President Trump’s tweets, accusing former President Obama of wiretapping Mr. Trump’s campaign 
headquarters / President Trump’s policy towards Russia; efforts to repeal and replace the Affordable 
Care Act (Obamacare) / Medicare; immigration reform 

 
03/12/17 Guests: Representative Paul Ryan (R-WI), Speaker of the House of Representatives (1) (4); Senator Rand 

Paul (R-KY) (2); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) (3); Peter Baker, The New York Times (5); Ezra Klein, 
Vox.com (5); Avik Roy, president, The Foundation for Research on Equal Opportunity (5); Indira 
Lakshmanan, The Boston Globe, Newmark Chair of Journalism Ethics, Poynter Institute (5) 

 1) Topics include: Representative Ryan’s excitement regarding the reaction to the American Healthcare 
Act -- the new healthcare bill, despite the overwhelming criticism it has received / criticism of the 
Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) / his defense of the “long and deliberate” process to repeal and 
replace the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) / belief that the bill will be able to get the necessary 
Senate votes / President Trump’s complete engagement and commitment to getting this healthcare bill 
passed / agreement with President Trump’s assessment that there will be a “bloodbath” in 2018 for 
Congress if this bill does not pass; President Trump’s tweets accusing former President Obama of 
illegally wiretapping him 

 2) Topics include: Senator Paul’s criticism of the new healthcare bill as “Obamacare Lite” / problems 
with the new healthcare bill / opinion that President Trump is willing to negotiate on healthcare; 
President Trump’s tweets accusing former President Obama of illegally wiretapping him 

 3) Topics include: Senator Sanders’ opinion of the new healthcare bill / reaction to claims that the 
Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) is falling apart / problems with the new healthcare bill 

 4) Topics include: criticisms of the Affordable care Act (Obamacare) / how this bill is different from the 
Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) / promise of a stable transition between the two / claim that the 
Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) is “crashing and collapsing” / Medicaid 

 5) Topics include: rollout of the alternative to the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) / criticism of the new 
healthcare bill / problems facing Republicans in getting this bill passed / relationship between tax cuts 
and health care/ looming score from the Congressional Budget Office for the health care bill; President 
Trump’s new travel ban; President Trump taking credit for the February jobs numbers 

 
 
 
03/19/17 Guests: Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX), Senate Judiciary Committee (1); Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), 

House Minority Leader (2); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director (3); Mick Mulvaney, White 
House Budget Director (4); Kim Strassel, The Wall Street Journal (5); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post 
(5); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (5); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (5) 

 1) Topics include: President Trump’s reassertion that former President Obama wiretapped Trump Tower 
/ Senator Cruz’ call to see the evidence behind these claims; thoughts on the new health care bill – the 
American Healthcare Act / vow to not vote for any bill that keeps premiums rising; Supreme Court 
nominee Judge Neil Gorsuch 

 2) Topics include: President Trump’s wiretap allegations against former President Obama / FBI Director 
James Comey’s upcoming scheduled appearance before the House Intelligence Committee; thoughts on 
the new health care bill / Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) 

 3) YouGov Nation Tracker topic: what the four basic groups surveyed feel about the new healthcare bill. 
The YouGov nation tracker is a CBS News “survey project aimed at monitoring Americans' views on the 
Trump administration, Congress, and the country.” 

 4) Topics include: impact of the new healthcare bill on the middle and working class / criticism of the 



 

 

Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) / defense of the new health care bill; budget / desire to fix the Social 
Security program 

 5) Topics include: status of the American Healthcare Act in Congress / various promises of reform that 
Mr. Trump promised during his campaign / impact of the new healthcare bill on the middle and working 
class; President Trump’s wiretap allegations against former President Obama; Supreme Court nominee 
Judge Neil Gorsuch; Trump administration’s reaction to North Korea 

 
03/26/17 Guests: Senator Tom Cotton (R-AK), Senate Intelligence Committee (1); Representative Adam Schiff (D-

CA), Ranking Member, House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (2); Representative Trey 
Gowdy (R-SC) (3); George Shultz, former Secretary of State, Reagan administration, Hoover Institution, 
Stanford University (4); Ben Domenech, The Federalist (5); Ron Brownstein, Atlantic Media (5); Jamelle 
Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (5); Juliet Eilperin, The Washington Post (5) 

 1) Topics include: failed attempt to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) with the 
American Healthcare Act / wide ranging apposition the bill faced in the House of Representatives / 
criticism of how the Republicans rushed the rollout of the health care bill / reaction to President 
Trump’s criticism of the Freedom Caucus / opinion that the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) is 
worsening; recent bombing in Mosul, killing two hundred civilians 

 2) Topics include: investigation into possible ties between Trump campaign officials and Russia / House 
Intelligence Committee Chairman Devin Nunes’ recent trip to the White House, where he revealed 
information related to the investigation, before he shared it with his fellow committee members / 
Chairman Nunes’ decision to cancel upcoming open testimony / criticism of Chairman Nunes / call for a 
serious and bipartisan investigation / need for an independent commission to investigate 

 3) Topics include: Chairman Nunes’ claim that the intelligence community incidentally collected 
information about Mr. Trump and other U.S. citizens involved in the Trump transition / support for 
Chairman Nunes / call for further testimony from FBI Director Comey and Admiral Rogers / 
Representative Gowdy’s sense of the “health” of this committee 

 4) Topics include: Mr. Shultz’ thoughts on the Trump presidency / advice he gave to Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson / honesty in public office / America’s role in the world 

 5) Topics include: failed attempt to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) with the 
American Healthcare Act / what the failure reveals about the Trump administration and its relationship 
with Republicans; possibility, if any, of Democrats working with President Trump 

 
 


