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                                               PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES 
 

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local issues and 
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Program Name 
Schedule 

(Day/Time) 

Brief Generic Description 
(Note whether local, syndicated or network) 

13WMAZ 
Eyewitness News 

M-F 5am - 7 am; 
Noon - 12:30 pm;  
5 pm - 5:30 pm; 
6pm - 6:30 pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm; 
Sat-Sun 7am - 9 
am; 6 pm - 6:30 
pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm 
 

Local newscasts produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
inform viewers on local issues. 

13WMAZ Close Up 
Saturdays Noon - 
12:30 pm 

Local program produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
interviews community leaders on local issues. 

CBS 60 Minutes 
Sundays 7 pm - 8 
pm 

The program offers investigative reports, interviews, 
segments and profiles of issues and people in the 
news. 

CBS Face The 
Nation 

Sundays 10:30 am - 
11 am; 11:30 am – 
noon 

The program interviews newsmakers on the latest 
issues. 



 

 

 
 

                  LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER 
 

 
 

The following are local issues of concern to the community.  Programs that addressed these issues during 
this reporting period are listed on the following pages. 

 

 
 

Local Issue/Concern Brief description of local issue or concern 
Education Area schools were in session during the quarter.  

 
 

Crime and Public Safety 30 homicides occurred in Macon-Bibb in 2017, which is an 
increase of 10 homicides over 2016. At least a dozen remain 
unsolved. Crime is a concern among citizens of Warner 
Robins and the issue was discussed during the 2017 
election for mayor. Public safety is of high interest in the 
community.  
 
 

Government A general election was held in November. Mayoral races 
were held in Warner Robins, Milledgeville, Fort Valley, 
Gordon, Roberta, Gray, and McRae-Helena. In Warner 
Robins, there were also two city council post races.  Three 
Central Georgia counties voted on SPLOST measures.  
 

Health Healthcare is a major contributor to the area’s economy. 
Health issues are of high interest in the community.  
 
 Military and Veterans Robins Air Force Base employs 23,000 people. Robins Air 
Force Base released its 2016 economic impact report 
stating it contributed $2.86 billion to the Georgia economy. 
 

Economy The University of Georgia’s Terry College of Business annual 
economic forecast expects growth in the state of Georgia. 
In central Georgia, employment is expected to rise by 1.8%. 
The Georgia National Fair occurred during the quarter and 
annually draws a half a million visitors. Amazon announced 
that an Amazon.com warehouse is coming to a site off 
Interstate 75 in south Bibb County, bringing an estimated 
500 jobs.  
 

Public Safety/Weather Tropical Storm Nate impacted central Georgia. Clean up 
continued from Tropical Storm Irma.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ISSUE-RESPONSIVE   PROGRAMMING 
 
 
 

Local Issue: Education   
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

10/4 6pm 2 minutes Last November, the state suspended the Dooly County Board 
after receiving a poor accreditation score from an outside 
agency.  Governor Nathan Deal then dismantled the board 
and started fresh with new members. But in June, things 
started to turn around for Dooly schools when they earned 
their full accreditation.  
A group of Dooly students were honored by the state for their 
scholarly achievement. County leaders told say the students' 
success is a sign of positive changes to come.  “It's an 
emotional day, and it's a day of celebration,” said Dooly 
County Superintendent Celeta Thomas. “We're letting our 
setbacks be our comebacks.” Five Dooly County students are 
now Georgia REACH scholars as they prepare for their futures. 
It's an accomplishment that months ago seemed far out of 
reach. 
As REACH scholars, students make a commitment to maintain 
a 2.5 GPA, remain drug and alcohol free, and meet with their 
mentor until they graduate from high school. If the students 
honor their contract they will each receive a ten thousand 
dollar scholarship for college. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

10/11 6pm 2 minutes Report that a petition on Facebook garnered more than 500 
signatures to save L.H. Williams Elementary School in Macon. 
13WMAZ set out to verify the district’s plans.  
  
Bibb County Superintendent Curtis Jones said the school is 
not closing any time soon. "It is not closing," Jones said. 
"We're in the process of conducting a 5-year facility review." 
Jones said L.H. Williams is among 5 other schools the district 
is looking at to potentially modify. "The school probably 
needs at least 450 students to be at a size that we think is 
operational," Jones said. "And then we would like to see the 
building operating at a capacity of 75-85% utilization." 
  
L.H. Williams has less than 450 students and Jones says 
they're not using all of the building. He said there has been 
some interest from potential charter schools asking about the 
L.H. Williams location. Jones says they've hired an outside 
facility review team to look at the school and that team will 
present its findings at the board meeting on October 19.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

10/16 6pm 3 minutes A story looked at the process of the decision by Laurens 
County Schools to possibly hire Dan Brigman as its next school 
superintendent. If hired, it would be his third 
superintendent's job in just over a year. In 2016 and spring 
2017, Brigman left superintendent jobs in Alabama and North 
Carolina in the middle of the school year, according to news 
reports in those states. In both cases, Brigman said he 
resigned due to family decisions, according to the newspaper 
reports. 
The Laurens County Board of Education says they voted last 
week to pick Brigman for the job. He's spent 24 years in public 
education and the last 13 of those as superintendent -- in 
Coffee County, Tennessee; Macon County and Catawba 
County, North Carolina; and Decatur Alabama City Schools. 
The board says they won't take a final vote on Brigman for at 
least two weeks -- which means the vote won't happen until 
at least Oct. 26. 
School board chairman Brenda Hilton says that during 
interviews, Brigman discussed his reasons for resigning 
previous jobs, and she was satisfied with his explanation. “It 
had to do with his family and a family crisis and he chose to 
put his family before his job,” said Hilton. She said that she 
called Brigman's references and others not listed. "I actually 
called 8 people and they said that he was a great leader, that 
he had the concern of his students more than anything that 
he was a dynamic leader, he was able to raise the morale,” 
said Hilton. 
Hilton says she believes Brigman can help the district continue 
its improvement on state test scores. 
Brigman was chosen from among 36 applicants for the job, 
she said. News of Brigman's selection caused people in 
Laurens County to criticize the choice on social media. Some 
questioned why the district would hire someone who left two 
jobs abruptly and asked if he had been properly vetted. 
In Decatur, Alabama, Superintendent Michael Douglas and 
school board president Karen Duke told the Decatur Daily 
newspaper they had not talked to anybody from Laurens 
County about Brigman or his departure. 
 
 13WMAZ Close Up 10/20 6pm 2 minutes A report profiled Tobias Kopp, the only student in Bibb County 
to earn a perfect score of 36 on the ACT. The report 
interviewed Kopp and a teacher. 
 “Well, he's phenomenal in math. He might not tell you that, 
but he is,” said Shannon McBriar, teacher at Central High 
School. “It's very interesting to me how everything can be 
broken down into a set of laws and it can be applied to 
everywhere in the world,” said senior IB student Tobias Kopp. 
Kopp says he hopes to study engineering in college. 
He hopes to apply to Mercer, UGA, and Georgia Tech in the 
coming months. 
 

http://www.decaturdaily.com/news/morgan_county/decatur/brigman-only-finalist-for-georgia-superintendent-post/article_09ca3493-f53c-5512-af71-27ea4c9c16fd.html
http://www.decaturdaily.com/news/morgan_county/decatur/brigman-only-finalist-for-georgia-superintendent-post/article_09ca3493-f53c-5512-af71-27ea4c9c16fd.html
http://www.decaturdaily.com/news/morgan_county/decatur/brigman-only-finalist-for-georgia-superintendent-post/article_09ca3493-f53c-5512-af71-27ea4c9c16fd.html
http://www.decaturdaily.com/news/morgan_county/decatur/brigman-only-finalist-for-georgia-superintendent-post/article_09ca3493-f53c-5512-af71-27ea4c9c16fd.html
http://www.decaturdaily.com/news/morgan_county/decatur/brigman-only-finalist-for-georgia-superintendent-post/article_09ca3493-f53c-5512-af71-27ea4c9c16fd.html
http://www.decaturdaily.com/news/morgan_county/decatur/brigman-only-finalist-for-georgia-superintendent-post/article_09ca3493-f53c-5512-af71-27ea4c9c16fd.html
http://www.decaturdaily.com/news/morgan_county/decatur/brigman-only-finalist-for-georgia-superintendent-post/article_09ca3493-f53c-5512-af71-27ea4c9c16fd.html
http://www.decaturdaily.com/news/morgan_county/decatur/brigman-only-finalist-for-georgia-superintendent-post/article_09ca3493-f53c-5512-af71-27ea4c9c16fd.html


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

10/18 6pm 2 minutes A report looked at a video of a west Georgia elementary 
school teacher that has gone viral, with nearly 9 million views 
in the last two weeks.  It was meant to explain the "area 
model method" used to solve multiplication problems, which 
is part of the "Common Core Curriculum" taught in Georgia 
schools. 
The report also interviewed Houston County 5th grader Hallie 
Rolland and her mom. 
Hallie's mom pulled her out of public school and decided to 
homeschool her in second grade.  
"They ask for all those steps when they've taught them for so 
long one way, and then they expect the parents to 
understand and it just blows me away, I don't get it at all, I do 
not understand it," says Huckaby. Huckaby says when Hallie 
was still in school, she would get the right answer without 
writing down all the extra "common core" steps and it was 
considered incorrect. 
"I just couldn't believe it… I was like, 'She's getting the right 
answer. It's ultimately the same thing, you just have to go 
through all these extra steps to get to that,'" says Huckaby.  
The state of Georgia adopted Common Core in 2010.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

10/17 6pm 2 minutes A report profiled Georgia Military College and how the 
military aspect helps prepare students for the future. "Any 
career you go in to, these skills really help you," Lauren 
Rutherford said. "It's developing you as a leader, developing 
your character, and your service leadership," Senior Davis 
Isley added. 
   
"They know everybody in there and what the different 
strengths and weaknesses they have, and they really push you 
to work at your weaknesses and make them strengths," 
Rutherford explains. 
  
GMC is a college preparatory school, and sets students up not 
only for military careers, but any career they aspire to chase. 
Lauren Rutherford says she wants to go to medical school. 
Isley hopes to pursue opportunities in the military.  
 13WMAZ Eyewitness 

News 
10/21 11pm 1 minute More than 50 Mercer Law School students and undergrads 

teamed up to help paint a house off Villa Esta Circle. The 
students paired up with Rebuilding Macon to complete 
repairs for a disabled couple. 
Rebuilding Macon focuses on repairing homes of elderly, 
disabled or low-income homeowners so that they may live in 
warmth, safety and independence. Last year, they repaired 
approximately 250 homes. 
Morgan Lyndall is a third year law school student who says it's 
important for people to give back. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

11/10 and 
12/20 

5pm, 6pm 5 minutes Several reports followed developments after a Milledgeville 
third grader was arrested after a gun discharged in the 
classroom. No one was injured. The boy was detained in the 
classroom and taken to Baldwin County Sheriff's Office. The 
Department of Juvenile Justice ordered him to wear an ankle 
monitor and returned him to his parents. He'll face four 
charges. It is the second incident involving a firearm with an 
elementary student in a Baldwin County school during the last 
few weeks. 
On 12/20 13WMAZ reported that Baldwin County's 
superintendent said she will present a plan to the school 
board in January to put eight metal detectors in the county's 
middle and high schools. Price said the schools are safe and 
that the board requested they put together an expanded 
security plan that involves putting metal detectors in the 
county’s middle and high school. Based on their research, 
Price says each metal detector has a cost of $3,000-$5,000 
and they have determined they will need eight of them. She 
also adds they do have the funds to cover the costs. Once the 
board hears their recommendations, a final decision 
regarding how the devices are implemented would be 
developed by district and school staff. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

11/17 6pm, 
11pm 

5 minutes Coverage of the Bibb County Board of Education meeting 
where new data was shared showing overall student behavior 
is improving countywide. As a follow up, 13WMAZ visited 
Rutland High School and met with Principal Kent Sparks. 
 “We’ve had 959 students who have not had an office 
discipline referral this year, out of 1,003 students,” Rutland 
High Principal Kent Sparks said. That means about 95% of his 
students are doing the right thing.  
According to the district, schools countywide are seeing 
similar results. So far this year, they've had 2,500 less referrals 
than at this point last year. “It’s most definitely the largest 
decrease that we've had, and I would attribute that to the 
work teachers are doing,” Assistant Superintendent Jamie 
Cassady said. 
He says there is not just one thing that caused the number of 
behavior issues to drop, it’s a combination of things. The first 
thing is the district's behavior model known as Positive 
Behavior Interventions and Supports, or PBIS. He says district 
hired full-time in-school suspension instructors in all of the 
schools. They work with students to change their behavior. 
“In past years, ISS would be more of a punitive punishment. 
Now when they go to ISS, we've turned it into an academic, 
therapeutic model,” Cassady said. 
He also credits the work of the district's four behavior 
interventionists. 
“What they do is going into the school and work with 
students, and they work with teachers on classroom 
management,” Cassady said. 
Sparks says all of those things come together to give teachers 
more time to instruct and students more time to learn. 
The district also says there have been about 3,000 fewer days 
of out-of-school suspension for students compared to this 
time last year. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

11/21 11pm 3 minutes 13WMAZ looked into whether vaping is a topic covered in 
high school health classes. The story included an interview 
with a health teacher at Howard High School. 
According to a CDC study, last year, more than 2 million U.S. 
middle and high school students used e-cigarettes or vapes in 
the past 30 days. Looking at the current standards, they don’t 
require schools to teach anything about vaping.  
Cardiothoracic surgeon Norman Hetzler says vaping is far 
from cool, it's hazardous to anyone’s health. He says the 
ingredients in some vaping liquids can be toxic.  
The CDC's website says vaping is safer than regular cigarettes, 
but they conclude it isn't safe.   
"South Georgia Vapor" manager Angelo Lane says he gives 
that information from the CDC to his customers. He says the 
goal isn't to get teens hooked, but get smokers to quit.   
"You don’t know what’s going to happen down the line. That’s 
why they have that little leeway in there," Lane said.  "Other 
than that, I would rather take the safe route than keep doing 
something else." 
He doesn't sell to anyone under age 18, like the law requires. 13WMAZ Eyewitness 

News 
12/11 11pm 2 minutes Profile of special education classrooms, where the 

relationship between student and teacher can be even more 
important, but right now, and why some Bibb special 
education classrooms are without a permanent teacher. The 
story featured interviews with a teacher and a representative 
of the district’s human resources department. 
The Bibb County School District is looking for teachers. They 
urgently need to fill three special ed vacancies throughout the 
district. “Especially in the area of special ed, they are just not 
going into the program as much, so it makes hiring and 
recruiting a little more difficult,” Melanique Floyd with the 
district's Human Resources department said. 
She says finding candidates in the middle of the year can be 
even harder, but they are determined to get substitutes out 
and permanent teachers in.   
 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 12/16 6pm 2 minutes Miller discussed the OLOST and possible implications for the 
school system. He said that there is no mechanism on how 
the money would be divided. He discussed the lawsuit the 
school board filed to recover funds from purchases made 
when Romain Dallemand was superintendent. He said the 
goal was to be made whole through the process. He also 
mentioned trial dates scheduled in 2018. He also discussed 
the process for federal proceedings against Dallemand related 
to charges of tax evasion. 
 
He discussed why ran for the school board in 2012 and how it 
related to Dallemand’s tenure. He also discussed his term and 
that eight years will be the total of his service. He discussed 
future political aspirations. 
 
He discussed the three Bibb schools on the state failing list 
and how the state and local community can work together. 
He discussed some of the initiatives important to improving 
schools. He discussed the importance of reading at grade level 
and attendance. He discussed improvements in discipline and 
the positive impact on education. 
 
He discussed issues he wants state lawmakers to address in 
2018. 
 

Public Service 
Announcement 

October, 
November, 
December 

Various 60-second 
PSA airing 
231 times 
during the 
quarter 

Reading is Fundamental – PSA encouraging parents to read to 
children as an important part of early childhood 
development. 

 
 

  Local Issue: Crime and Public Safety  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

Each 
Wednesday 
during the 
quarter 

11pm 1 minute each 
week 

Each week during 13WMAZ Eyewitness News at 11 
p.m. 13WMAZ airs a one minute public service 
announcement for Crimestoppers to ask for the 
community’s help in identifying suspects and  
providing authorities information to help make an 
arrest. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/10, 
10/11, 10/17 

6pm, 11pm 10 minutes 
total 

Several reports followed developments after the GBI 
said a Baldwin County deputy shot a man by accident 
Monday and had intended to Tase him instead. 
According to the GBI, Deputy Charles Gillis 
"mistakenly drew his firearm instead of his Taser, 
firing one shot into Jackson’s arm." "Deputy Gillis has 
advised GBI agents that his intent was to use his 
Taser," the GBI said. 
The suspect recovered at a Macon hospital and was 
released. Gillis was placed on leave while the GBI 
investigated the shooting. The GBI said they also plan 
to charge the suspect that was shot with obstructing 
an officer. 
 



 

 

On 10/11 13WMAZ spoke with Baldwin County 
Sheriff Bill Massee. He said  his deputy made a 
mistake while trying to arrest a man at his home 
during a domestic dispute. Massee said suspect Jamel 
Jackson and his mother got into an argument at their 
apartment. He said Jackson hit his mother in the face, 
and she called 911. Massee said one deputy initially 
responded. That deputy tried to calm Jackson down 
until backup arrived. When the other deputies 
arrived, they tried to arrest Jackson and a scuffle 
broke out. 
“They were trying to Tase him,” Massee said. "Your 
service weapon is on one side, the Taser is on the 
offhand side and… in the heat of the moment trying 
to make an arrest. I've got a deputy that made a 
mistake, and pulled the wrong tool. Rather than 
Tasing this individual, he did shoot him one time." 
According to Massee, a single bullet hit Jackson in the 
arm. He says the deputies followed all the right 
protocol, but in the delivery, the deputy made an 
error. 
 “Everybody here is extremely sorry,” Massee said. 
“We’re glad that it’s not any worse than it is, and 
were glad the mother isn’t hurt.” Jackson is now 
being held in the Wilkinson County jail on domestic 
violence charges. 
On 10/17 the GBI released body that showed the 
moment Baldwin County deputy Charles Gillis shot 
18-year old Jamel Jackson. In the video, you can hear 
another deputy yelling "Taser, Taser!" The GBI turned 
its findings over to the district attorney, who'll decide 
whether to send it to a grand jury. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/19, 10/20 6pm, 11pm 5 minutes Coverage followed developments after a 16-year-old 
boy was shot and killed in Macon. He was found just 
in front of the old Winship Elementary School on Pio 
Nono and Beech Avenue. He later died at Medical 
Center Navicent Health. Bibb Coroner, Leon Jones, 
says the 16-year-old's name was Javon Sherman. His 
family gave WMAZ a picture of him. But neither them 
or investigators know exactly what happened. 

On 10/20 several residents spoke out about the 
violence. "Gunshots, man, gunshots, gunshots. We 
hear them so much we don't even pay them any 
attention. That's like the norm around here," says 
Bradley Gastin. Gastin has lived of Beech Avenue for 
the last 35 years. 
"It hurts my feelings, it hurts my heart," says Roderick 
McGee. "We fought like other children do all the 
time, but this gun violence has just gotten to a point 
where it's out of control." 
The second teen shot was 18-year old Tavares 
Roberts Junior. His little sister, Tootie Roberts, was 
shot and killed in their home on Lindwood Drive in 
2015. "Whenever a youth is involved in a violent 
criminal activity, it sort of shocks the conscious of the 



 

 

community simply because that is a little outside of 
the norm," says Bibb Sheriff David Davis. 
According to Davis, there have been 11 aggravated 
assaults on teenagers in Macon-Bibb this year, 
resulting in 2 deaths. "Fortunately, we do not see 
that many cases where teens are involved in violent 
behavior," says Davis. 
But Gastin and McGee think that one case is too 
many. 
"I lost a child to this same violence, and it's just like, 
somebody has got to do something," says Gastin. 

 

 
13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/31 11pm 3 minutes A 13WMAZ investigation examined how deputies 

may not be able to use 911 to call for backup in an 
emergency. When two Monroe County deputies 
arrived at the home of Christopher Calmer in 
September 2014, they didn't know Calmer wanted to 
shoot at deputies because they were in a dead spot 
while on their way to the call and dispatch couldn't 
get the information to them. Calmer shot and killed 
Deputy Michael Norris that day and wounded Deputy 
Jeff Wilson. 
Those dead spots can be found across Central 
Georgia including part of a north Macon 
neighborhood. 
Deputy Timorthy Jones patrols Bibb County, but he 
mainly cruises around north Macon. He's ready to 
respond when dispatchers need him. 
“We want to make sure dispatchers are aware of 
where we are and what we’re doing at the time, just 
in case an emergency happens, or a fight breaks out, 
or a shooting,” Jones said. To stay in contact, they 
rely on radio, both in car and portable units. 
The lack of radio coverage stems from the new digital 
system Bibb is using. Communications come and go 
through one of three towers in the county. 
The old analog system's reception weakened as you 
got further from the tower. The signal was shaped 
kind of like an umbrella at the edge of the range. The 
signal was spotty, but some could still get 
through. The new digital system has a stronger signal, 
but just drops its coverage at the end of its range. 
Bibb 911 Center Director Captain Donnie Self says if 
they cannot get in touch with a deputy, then they 
send the next closest one to that location and make 
sure everything is 10-4. Self says they are looking into 
adding two additional towers to increase coverage 
with SPLOST funds. 
 

http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/forsyth-monroe/update-deputy-shooting-suspect-to-appear-in-monroe-court-today/299024273
http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/forsyth-monroe/update-deputy-shooting-suspect-to-appear-in-monroe-court-today/299024273
http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/forsyth-monroe/update-deputy-shooting-suspect-to-appear-in-monroe-court-today/299024273


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/21 11pm 3 minutes In 2016, more than 1,500 people died on Georgia 
roads. Many families honor crash victims by setting 
up a roadside memorial in their honor, but 13WMAZ 
looked into whether they are legal? WMAZ spoke to 
one father who lost his son in a tragic crash in 2010, 
and he's been tending to his roadside memorial ever 
since. He says he'll continue to do so until he's told 
otherwise.  
"The roadside memorials that are usually at crash 
sites are really illegal in the state of Georgia," says 
Kimberly Larson with the Georgia Department of 
Transportation.  According to Larson, state code 
doesn't allow for "non-uniformed" signs. "It's both a 
safety concern for our drivers to look over there, but 
it's also a concern for the loved ones that want to go 
and be at the actual site while cars are flying by at 
high rates of speed," says Larson.  
So GDOT offers an alternative.  
"We have an oval, a white sign, that a family can 
request to have placed out there for a one-year time 
frame," says Larson. But it comes with a cost--$100. 
Larson says GDOT tries to be sympathetic to families 
who have lost a loved one. They tend to leave 
roadside memorials up for a "little while" before 
eventually picking them up, or "scaling it back" to a 
smaller size. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/16 6 pm 3 minutes A report looked at the 80th anniversary of the Georgia 
State Patrol. For 80 years, the state patrol says 
they've been one of the nation's leading law 
enforcement agencies, as the first to equip all patrol 
cars with dash-mounted cameras and provide high-
speed driver training to every trooper during 33 
weeks of intense "trooper school."  
"State patrol was founded to investigate crashes and 
we were set up as an agency that assists other 
agencies," says Cpl. Michael Burns out of the Forsyth 
post.  "The department loves tradition," says Cpl. 
Burns. But that's what makes the agency so unique. 
"Like even the colors of the car are blue and gray, no 
other agency in the state can have blue and gray," 
says Cpl. Burns.  
Amongst the hundreds of signatures in the blotters, 
Burns found one from Macon native Sergeant 
William Fredrick Black.  "He chose to go to the very 
first trooper school, which was held in 1937, and he 
was one of the original troopers when the 
department was founded," says Cpl. Burns.  
But his patrol didn't last very long. "He stopped a car 
for weaving, but what he didn't know was that the 
driver of that car was actually an escaped inmate that 
had stolen a gun. When he approached the car, he 
was shot 3 times by the driver," says Cpl. Burns. Black 
was the first state patrol trooper shot and killed in 
the line of duty in December 1940. He's buried at 
Riverside Cemetery in Macon.  
So as the current class of troopers complete their 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp
https://dps.georgia.gov/training
http://dps.georgia.gov/sites/dps.georgia.gov/files/related_files/document/Dec%2020%20William%20Frederick%20Black%20-%20122040.pdf
http://www.riversidecemetery.com/


 

 

training, they reflect on those like Sergeant 
Black who have contributed to the agency's 
distinguished reputation.  
"You don't see it looking from the outside in, but 
once you get here, we've been through ups and 
downs, we've been through good times and bad 
times, but we've all learned together and really come 
close as a group, and it's just amazing," says Stephen 
Capehart, a cadet in training.  
 

13WMAZ Close UP 12/2 noon 30 minutes Bibb County Coroner Leon Jones appeared on the 
program. 
 
He discussed the primary duties of the coroner and 
the differences between the coroner and the medical 
examiner. He discussed the violence in Macon-Bibb 
this year. He also discussed the concern over 
pedestrian deaths this year. He discussed crime and 
gun control and deaths stemming from vehicle 
accidents. He talked about his personal commitment 
to continue to offer free rides to people on New 
Year’s Eve and efforts to keep drunk drivers off the 
roads. 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/29  11pm  3 minutes Using Warner Robins police arrest reports, Reporter 
Jacob Reynolds set out to Verify where those 
arrested in Warner Robins live and what percentage 
is from Macon. Reynolds went to Warner Robins 
Police and through an open records request, 
collected every arrest for murder, aggravated assault, 
armed robbery and rape since May of 2012. That led 
to the arrest of 225 people in all. 
Only 16 gave an address in Macon. That's about 7 
percent or one out of 14. 
Police Chief Brett Evans says given home addresses 
on arrest reports don't tell the whole story. 
“If they're arrested here locally and they give a local 
address, then that's the information you're looking 
at. It doesn't necessarily mean they're from Warner 
Robins, just live here now,” Evans explained. He gave 
us an example of a recent drug case that led to four 
arrests. The Chief says all four gave a Warner Robins 
address. 
“We knew that all four of them were from other 
locations,” he said. Evans gave another example. He 
says known shoplifters in Macon or other cities and 
counties have come to Warner Robins because 
they’re not known at stores in the area. 
Evans says for a lot of people, they see reports of 
people arrested in Warner Robins that aren't from 
Warner Robins, which reinforces the perception that 
Macon criminals are to blame. However, he says you 
can't blame any one factor for a crime increase or 
decrease. 
“So, I'm not going to go the other direction with that 



 

 

either and tell you that Macon is solely responsible 
for the crime in Warner Robins. That wouldn't be fair, 
that wouldn't be a fair statement to make,” Evans 
said. 
But, the Chief says he knows for a fact that people 
are moving to Warner Robins and committing crimes. 
Evans says no matter what’s behind it, they have to 
fight the crime. They are using computer tracking and 
crime analyzing to find hot spots and times when 
crimes are more likely to be committed. 
Of those 225 people arrested, 160 gave a Warner 
Robins address. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 12/4, 12/5, 
12/6, 12/14, 
12/15 

5pm, 6pm 12 minutes 
total 

Several reports followed developments after a 
Crawford County dog owner told 13WMAZ he was 
forced to behead his own dog after a sheriff's deputy 
shot it, believing it was rabid. 13WMAZ reported the 
follow up from the sheriff’s office and asked about 
the process of handling suspected rabid animals.  
"I mean this is serious stuff. If you get rabies, it can 
definitely be a death sentence," said veterinarian Dr. 
Vernard Hodges. Since a human rabies infection can 
be so serious, the North Central Health District 
recommends protocols on how to deal with 
suspected rabid animals. 
If authorities suspect that a live animal has rabies, 
the state agency says it should be placed in a 10-day 
quarantine to determine whether it really is 
rabid.  But if the animal is already dead, Hodges says 
the testing process is very different. 
"You have to use the brain of the animal. 
Unfortunately, [you] take the brain and send it off to 
a laboratory,” said Hodges. So we can verify: rabies 
tests on dead animals typically require taking the 
animal's severed head to a lab.  
However, according to the North Central Health 
District (NCHD), there's a right way to collect it. "No 
one should go out and take the head of an animal 
except as a last resort,” said NCHD interim director 
Rick Craft. 
Hodges agrees. He says severing the head can expose 
a person to the rabies infection."I don't even let my 
staff touch it. So anybody in the public or anybody 
exposed…you just don't want them exposed because 
you die from this,” said Hodges. 
So if a Crawford County officer forced the dog owner 
to sever his own dog's head, that would not be the 
suggested way to handle the situation. 
The investigator in this case was placed on 
administrative leave while the investigation 
continues. 

 
On 12/15 13WMAZ reported that the dog owner had 
hired an attorney. The attorneys said, "Mr. Goodwin 
was forced to decapitate his beloved dog or go to jail 
after the dog was shot and killed by a Crawford 
County sheriff's deputy," Sedghi states in a news 



 

 

release. "The attorneys will pursue any and all legal 
remedies to hold accountable the egregious conduct 
of the investigator, who under the threat of 
incarceration, forced this barbaric and 
unconscionable act." 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/4 6pm 2 minutes Reporter Jacob Reynolds looked into the Mayor and 
Council in Warner Robins approving the purchase of 
an anti-overdose drug to help police save people and 
stay safe themselves. In a 5-0 vote, Warner Robins 
Council approved spending more than $8,625 dollars 
for 125 doses of the drug NARCAN. NARCAN is used 
to counteract the effects of opioids and is often used 
by first responders to fight overdoses. 
Police Chief Brett Evans says it saved lives this past 
summer. “It's definitely saved lives, there's no doubt. 
With the administration the EMS had, many of those 
people without a doubt would not have made it had 
they not had that NARCAN,” Evans said after the 
meeting. 
In June, Evans told WMAZ there were a suspected 25 
overdose cases in Houston County connected to a 
counterfeit pill laced with fake Fentanyl. Police sent 
out another alert in August after 7 people overdosed 
in 48 hours off another suspected fake pill. 
Evans says the NARCAN could help save future 
overdose victims, as well as his own officers. 
“The accidental exposures the officers have, where 
they come in contact with a person or substance you 
know, even searching the car. People are getting this 
powder on their uniforms, and then they're 
becoming exposed to it too. So, the dangers are very 
high,” Evans explained. 
The Chief says County EMS already uses Narcan. 
 
The 125 doses will cover the 121 sworn officers in the 
city of Warner Robins. 
The $8,625 will come from condemned funds 
gathered from selling seized property and other 
items, including seized property from drug sellers and 
users. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/19 and 
12/20 

6pm and 11 
pm 

5 minutes 
 

Three Washington County deputies turned 
themselves after being indicted on charges of felony 
murder in the Tasing death of 58-year old Eurie 
Martin. 
A grand jury listened to hours of interviews from 
investigators and were presented with body camera 
video from the day that Martin was Tased. 
Cell phone video sent to 13WMAZ by a viewer in July 
shows the moment that Deputies were spotted on 
Deepstep Road with Mr. Martin. One of them Tases 
him and he falls to the ground.  
Hayward says after the grand jury was presented 
with all the evidence they only deliberated for a few 
minutes before coming to a conclusion.  
"The grand jury listened to the evidence, made the 

http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/wave-of-overdoses-in-central-ga-kills-4-leaves-dozens-hospitalized/446218934
http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/wave-of-overdoses-in-central-ga-kills-4-leaves-dozens-hospitalized/446218934
http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/wave-of-overdoses-in-central-ga-kills-4-leaves-dozens-hospitalized/446218934
http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/police-several-hospitalized-in-houston-county-after-taking-fake-percocet-pills/466413530
http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/police-several-hospitalized-in-houston-county-after-taking-fake-percocet-pills/466413530


 

 

determination that there was probable cause for 
these charges to proceed forward. The system is 
designed in the state of Georgia at this point in time 
as probably the best system in the country as far as 
handling these type of cases. It worked as far as what 
the Grand jury made in determination today," says 
Altman.  
These indictments show they’ve all been charged 
with 2 counts of felony murder and other charges 
including: involuntary manslaughter, false 
imprisonment, aggravated assault, simple assault, 
and reckless conduct. 
The deputies were transported to Swainsboro for 
their first appearance in court.  
 
 

 
Local Issue: Government  

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/3, 10/4 
10/6, 10/30 
10/31, 11/16 

6pm 15 minutes Several reports profiled races in advance of Election 
Day.  
 
On October 3, 13WMAZ covered the mayoral forum 
in Warner Robins. 
 
On October 31, 13WMAZ Previewed the SPLOST and 
special questions being asked voters in November. 
 
On October 3, a story looked at the race to be the 
next mayor for the city of Gray. Two candidates are 
vying for the seat, Ed Barbee and James 
Collins. Current mayor pro tem Ed Barbee says he 
has a lot of time to dedicate to the position because 
he's retired. Collins works for an insurance company. 
He says he's lived in several small towns and 
believes he can bring more fresh ideas to the 
table.  Each candidate discussed their top priority. 
 
On October 30, 13WMAZ covered the mayoral 
forum in Gordon. 
 
On October 31, 13WMAZ looked at campaign 
contributions for the candidates in the Warner 
Robins mayoral forum 
 
 
On 11/16 a report informed the community that 
advance voting gets underway November 20 in city 
elections across Central Georgia. The races include 
mayoral races in Warner Robins, Milledgeville, Fort 
Valley, Gordon, Roberta, Gray and McRae-Helena. 
Advance voting across Georgia ends Friday, 
November 3, and Election Day is Tuesday, November 
7. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/10, 7/17, 
7/24, 7/31, 
7/29, 8/7, 
8/14, 8/21, 
8/28, 9/11, 
9/18, 9/25 

6am, 6:30am 
 
 

30 minutes 
total 

Each week 13WMAZ Eyewitness News Morning 
provided an update on the I-16 / I-75 interchange 
project.  

13WMAZ Close Up 10/7 noon 30 minutes Miriam Paris, State Representative, District 142, 
appeared on the program. The show opened by 
discussing the State Legislature and the elected 
positions she has held. She discussed the House 
versus the Senate. In the House, she said experience 
has taught her that it has more people and that it 
therefore presents more options than the Senate. 
She discussed the interaction with the Bibb 
delegation. Her experience has been that members 
of the delegation get along with each other well. 
Voting along partisan lines is something happening 
across the country, not just within the Bibb 
delegation. She said they try to do what is best for 
Bibb County, and that’s at the forefront of the 
agenda. She discussed the importance in the 
upcoming session to discuss the environment, a 
living wage for persons in Georgia—county by 
county. Paris was asked about gerrymandering. She 
wanted to see how the Supreme Court was going to 
respond. She stated that it has been a problem on 
both sides and that the numbers now speak for 
themselves. The option of the lines to be drawn 
using computer technology may present an 
opportunity to make a more accurate drawing. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 10/14 noon 30 minutes C. Jack Ellis, community activist and former Macon 
mayor, appeared on the program. Ellis was asked 
about his future political plans. He said running for 
office is a serious issue and he has not ruled 
anything out. He discussed the upcoming election 
for Mayor in Atlanta and discussed why he believed 
Macon’s should be held in November and not May. 
He discussed the Vietnam veterans school project. 
He said that this is the 50th year and he is calling on 
veterans to get involved in schools to try to detour 
school violence, gun violence and other issues in 
schools. He wants veterans to visit schools weekly. 
He wants it to be inclusive and noted that combat 
troops in Vietnam were integrated. He wants to 
teach kids to stay away from guns, but if children are 
going to be around guns he wants to teach them the 
proper way to respect and use guns. He discussed 
gerrymandering and how it has impacted local 
representation and legislation. He said it was not fair 
and questioned why the local election is held in May 
and not November. He said it is not partisan and he 
wants the republican delegates to answer, why not 
November? He also explained why he believed the 
application of partisan and non-partisan elections is 
not consistent. He questioned why there was a third 
senator representing Bibb County.                 
 



 

 

Warner Robins Mayoral 
Forum 

10/14 1:30pm 1 hour 13WMAZ produced and aired a one-hour broadcast 
of the Warner Robins Mayoral Forum held in 
advance of the 2017 Mayoral Election. 13WMAZ 
anchor Frank Malloy moderated the forum. 
Candidates, Joe Musselwhite, Chuck Shaheen and 
Randy Toms answered questions and discussed 
issues. 
 
In light of recent spending, the candidates were 
asked about raising taxes to balance the budget. 
Shaheen said one way to avoid raising taxes is to 
bring in industry. “Robins Air Force Base, Perdue 
Chicken, Cogen, and Frito Lay that spend millions of 
dollars on our water, sewer, and natural gas. If you 
can bring in an industry you increase your tax base, 
create jobs, and you sell more utilities. That's the 
way you keep your tax dollars low, by selling your 
enterprise fund,” Shaheen said. Shaheen added that 
a businessman mentality looks to solve issues 
without raising taxes.   
 
Toms said he's not in favor of a tax increase but said 
you have to look at it as a possibility as the demand 
for services grow. “I think that we have to find ways 
to save money, not spend money that we don't need 
to spend. And we need to find a way to grow the 
economy in Warner Robins, which if you look 
around at the growth that's taking place in Warner 
Robins we've got to be well on our way to getting 
there,” Toms said. Toms also mentioned using 
enterprise funds correctly and smartly to lower the 
burden on taxpayers. 
 
Musselwhite said existing funds are more than 
enough, especially SPLOST funds collected since 
2001. “I won't raise your taxes period. It's not going 
to happen. I stood on the podium in 2001 and told 
the people of Houston County and Warner Robins if 
they vote for this SPLOST that that would be the 
ticket to not have to raise your taxes. That was told 
County wide, it's worked everywhere in the County 
but Warner Robins,” Musselwhite said last. 
 
Musselwhite said there was no reason to spend 
money above what was already coming in. 
The forum lasted roughly an hour as the candidates 
answered several questions. At no point did they 
interrupt, talk over, or argue with each other. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

    The candidates were asked about making a potential 
change to the form of government in Warner 
Robins. Debates at Council meetings about creating 
a city administrator or city manager have become 
heated in the past, but on Tuesday they answered 
calmly even as they disagreed. 
Shaheen said too many administrative tasks were 
taking valuable time away from the mayor’s office. 
“Do you know that your mayor sits and listens to 
employee disputes? Your mayor does, whether two 
employees fight, your mayor sits there and listens to 
this where he could be working at the 78th Wing 
Commander's office at Robins Air Force Base, 
working at the state level with your chamber of 
commerce. That's where you need to do, get your 
mayor to redefine his roll,” Shaheen said. 
Shaheen added that he would be willing to serve as 
a part-time or full-time mayor. 
Toms said he could use some help, but did not 
support a charter change. 
“I'm not in favor of changing our form of 
government to a city manager or city administrator 
form of government. Do I think there's certainly grit 
to the argument that we need some form of city 
administrative help? Absolutely, I'm not intimidated 
by that, but I can tell you this, as your mayor of the 
City of Warner Robins I work more than full time,” 
Toms said. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 10/28 noon 30 minutes Warner Robins mayoral candidates, Joe 
Musselwhite, Chuck Shaheen and Randy Toms 
appeared on the program and discussed issues in 
Warner Robins and each discussed their candidacy 
for mayor. 
 
Each candidate discussed their priorities for the 
office. They discussed the City administrator 
position. They discussed Robins Air Force Base and 
how to best help Robins. They discussed commercial 
development, crime in Warner Robins and 
improvements for recreation. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 10/31 noon 30 minutes Elaine Lucas, District 3, Macon Bibb Commission, 
appeared on the program. 
 
Lucas discussed the upcoming meeting and the best 
way to make informed decisions about issues in 
front of the Commission. She discussed the Macon-
Bibb budget and stated that there has been some 
overspending and problems related to 
consolidation. She talked about increasing the 
garbage fee and a number of fees that have 
increased when taxpayers were promised 
efficiencies through consolidation. She wants to tell 
people the truth and stop overloading taxpayers. 
She thinks there has been spending in the wrong 
places and has questions about oversight and 
budget reviews.  She said there’s a lot of work to do. 
 
She discussed the proposed one-cent sales tax and 
said she has not made decision. She said all of the 
responsibility should not be on taxpayers. She 
questioned how the SPLOST money is being spent 
and where it is being spent—across the entire 
community, equally. 
 
She discussed the Jeffersonville Road project and 
questioned how it is being done.  
 
She was asked about a one-cent sales tax the State 
is considering to increase pay for law enforcement. 
She said she support the men and women in law 
enforcement and that the proposal will require 
more study. She said it’s important to show people 
how the current money is being used and across the 
entire community. 
 
She discussed what she hopes the local delegation 
will focus on in the upcoming legislative session.  
 

13WMAZ Close Up 11/17 6am, noon, 
5pm, 6pm, 
10pm, 11pm 

30 minutes 
total 

13WMAZ provided coverage of election results 
across central Georgia. Mayoral races were held in 
Warner Robins, Milledgeville, Fort Valley, Gordon, 
Roberta, Gray, and McRae-Helena. In Warner 
Robins, there were also two city council post 
races.  Three Central Georgia counties voted on 
SPLOST measures. Twiggs County's supported 
education, Putnam County’s supported 
transportation projects, and Wilcox County's 
supported general capital projects.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 11/25 noon 30 minutes State Representative Matt Hatchett of Dublin 
appeared on the program. He discussed proposals 
he’ll handle in the 2018 legislative session; two bills 
dealing with gun control; a proposal to change the 
way special elections are handled; Gerrymandering; 
allowing local governments to handle monuments 
and statues; medical marijuana legislation; the 
Religious freedom bill. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/28 6pm 2 minutes Reporter Jacob Reynolds interviewed the two 
candidates in the runoff for the Warner Robins Post 
1 at-large council seat. Daron Lee first served on 
Warner Robins' City Council from 2010.  He said he's 
most proud of his work getting the City to prioritize 
redeveloping northern Warner Robins and helping 
the Housing Authority apply for grants. He said he 
knows the work isn't finished, which is one reason 
he's running again. 

Lee says this time around they can learn from 
Macon.  “Once Macon cleaned up its blight, it 
started to clean up its blighted areas, as a matter of 
fact they were awarded a Hope 6 grant back in the 
past, and they were able to rehab and revitalize 
areas and after that you see industry come in, you 
see private owners investing back in that area in 
Macon Bibb. We need the same thing to happen 
here,” Lee said. He said northern Warner Robins 
needs to become a priority and they need to use 
existing funds to start cleaning it up and make it 
more inviting.  

Eric Langston is running against Lee and serves on 
the city's Development Authority.  He said the 
Authority knows that area needs improvement, 
which is why they're focused on using the Tax 
Allocation District to pay for improvements. 
Langston said there are some things they can do 
quickly to make it better.  “There are some buildings 
that are vacant, there's some blight issues, there are 
some solutions to the current problems that can be 
resolved and they're manageable. It's one of those 
areas where the city is growing so quickly that 
priorities are elsewhere,” Langston said. Langston 
saud he's seen the current leadership miss 
opportunities so he's running to try to help grab 
some of those opportunities.  

He told us his work with the Base's civilian employee 
union, AFGE, improving workforce relations is one of 
his biggest accomplishments. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/5 11pm 2 minutes On 12/5 13WMAZ reported that Daron Lee defeated 
Eric Langston in the Warner Robins council runoff 
for Post 1 at-large. Based on the unofficial results 
posted to the Warner Robins government website, 
Lee collected 53% of the votes while Langston took 
47%. 
Lee will rejoin the council as the newest member, he 
called the support from the city humbling. 
"I'm excited for them because I know they're 
excited. I believe it instills a sense of hope, that 
there's a brighter day ahead, a sense of inclusion of 
everyone, of all the districts. Where they feel as 
though they now, they have a connection. There's 
an opportunity to have a connection with Council," 
Lee said.  
 

CBS News Special Report 12/20 3pm 24 minutes A CBS News Special Report aired on President 
Trump’s comments about the passage of the Tax 
Reform Bill. 

 
 
 Local Issue: Health   
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/4, 10/11, 
10/18, 10/25, 
11/1, 11/8, 11/15, 
11/22, 11/29, 
12/6, 12/13, 
12/20, 12/27 

 11pm 2 minutes each 
week  

Every Wednesday on 13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News at 11 p.m., 13WMAZ’s  
“Amped Up” segment showcases central 
Georgians working to live healthier lifestyles 
and tips to making healthy diet and exercise 
choices.  

 
On 11/29 a story profiled Keone Pearson 
and his road to becoming the youngest 
professional bodybuilder in the state. 
Pearson has been an athlete all his life, but 
says his determination is what helped him 
win recognition from the International 
Federation of Bodybuilders . "Weightlifting 
has always been a part of my journey, but 
bodybuilding was something that was never 
planned," said Pearson. "It just happened, 
so ever since I've been doing my thing." 
Keone says his goal each time he competes 
is just to inspire others---young and old. 

 

On 12/13 trainer Dee Henry offered advice 
on staying hydrated. 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/20 6am 2 minutes A report shared that a Houston County 
woman in need of a kidney wound up 
finding a match across the country, but the 
donor was no stranger.  Donna Barfield 
suffers from Polycystic Kidney Disease and 
was in desperate need of a second kidney 
transplant. After a few months, Barfield, a 
wife and mother of two young children, 
found a donor match in La Jolla, 
California.  That donor is Katie Emery. Even 
though she lives far away, Emery is actually 
someone very close to Barfield. The two are 
longtime friends since their freshman year 
of high school in 1994. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/30, 10/31, 
11/1, 11/2, 
11/3 

6am 2 minutes 
each morning 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News aired a 5-part 
series looking at ways to improve sleep 
habits. Stories looked at the pros and cons 
of sleep medications, the impact of caffeine 
on sleep, the accuracy of sleep trackers and 
ways to identify if your children are getting 
enough sleep. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/8 6pm 3 minutes  Anchor Lori Johnson produced a report 
explaining how 3D technology is making its 
way into the medical field.  It’s called 
"tomosynthesis," but it’s more commonly 
known as 3D mammography. The Breast 
Care Center at Navicent Health in Macon 
has two 3D mammogram machines. The 
hospital has used the new technology for 
about a year. During that time, it found 
breast cancer in 65-year-old retiree Karen 
LeBow. In fact, Navicent Health says LeBow 
is its first patient diagnosed using 3D 
technology. 

Navicent Health says, “The advanced 3D 
mammography provides greater accuracy 
for earlier and easier detection of cancer 
cells, improving breast cancer detection by 
up to 50 percent.”  It goes on to add it 
reduces the risk of false positives by up to 
40 percent. 

 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/14 5pm 1 minutes Sheryl Adams is a registered nurse at The 
Medical Center, Navicent Health. She was 
honored for her kindness to patients and for 
helping a lost child find their way home. 
Adams says she is just one of many heroes 
at Navicent. “There are a lot of nurses here 
who have such big hearts, who give of their 
time, their money. They're always trying to 
help these patients, and that's what makes 
this such a special place to me,” said Adams. 
Adams is one of nine people statewide who 
was honored by the Georgia Hospital 
Association last week as a "Hospital Hero." 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/16 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes  13WMAZ followed up on a news release 
that Central Georgia's two largest hospitals 
are exploring the idea of a "strategic 
combination."According to a news release 
from Navicent Health, Navicent and 
Houston Healthcare are, "excited about the 
possibility of creating a health care system 
in middle Georgia that will bring together an 
unparalleled collection of advanced 
healthcare delivery resources to better 
serve the region." The goal of joining forces 
would take advantage of wide range of 
synergies that will enhance access, improve 
quality and accelerate the achievement of 
operational efficiencies, the news release 
states. 
Houston Healthcare and Navicent will spend 
the upcoming months working on details of 
the potential combination. 
 

  



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/30 6pm 2 minutes According to financial news and opinion site 
24/7 Wall Street, Macon residents have the 
lowest life expectancy of all cities in Georgia 
with an average of 74.9 years. That's almost 
three full years shorter than Georgia's 
statewide average. North Central Health 
Department spokesman Michael Hokanson 
says cardiovascular disease as one of 
Macon's biggest risks. "In 2016, over 35 
percent of the deaths were attributed to 
some sort of cardiovascular disease, which 
is anything from heart attack, stroke, aortic 
aneurysm, things like that." The exact figure 
was even higher at 37.1 percent. That 
number is well above the statewide figure, 
but that doesn't mean there's nothing you 
can do to beat the trend. "Probably eight 
years ago-ish, I weighed 250 pounds. I 
started working out and eating better, and it 
just sort of evolved," said Tammy Ezell. 
She's run two marathons and participated in 
fitness competitions since then. Hokanson 
says when you start making those healthy 
choices, you'll start to see positive results. " 
If you want help making healthy changes in 
your life, Hokanson says you can contact 
your county health department. They can 
provide dietary assistance, health education 
and preventative care. 
 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/25 6pm 2 minutes Profile of Debora Chambless, who explained 
the gift of an organ donation she received 
from a child.Debora's condition -- 
nonalcoholic steatohepatitis -- got worse 
and her failing liver and kidney left her 
unable to leave the house. Debora calls it an 
act of love. She says between the boy’s 
parents deciding to donate his organs and 
the Lord's blessing, she got a second 
chance. “Oh I wouldn’t have been... 
I probably wouldn’t have lasted past my 
birthday in April,” said Debora.  “If her story 
can provide any help in the way of hope or 
inspiration to someone else, that’s our 
message,” said her husband Bill. The organ 
donation company does not let people 
contact the donor's family for seven months 
after the transplant. All the 
Chambless' know now is that the organs 
came from a boy. They said they do intend 
to reach out to the donor family after the 
holidays. The story concluded with 
information about how to become an organ 
donor. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/21 6pm 2  minutes Several reports showed how central 
Georgians were helping those in need 
around Thanksgiving. 
"People in this area and surrounding 
counties are still willing to give and show 
love," Andrea Lee, Supervisor of the Senior 
Center in Macon, said. Many were willing to 
help some senior citizens. Kids from the 
Mentor's Project handed out groceries at 
the Senior Center in Macon. Lee says it's a 
blessing. 
13WMAZ also looked at the right way and 
wrong way to help out regarding food 
donations. The station verified if it is legal to 
donate food without a permit. Donna 
Cadwell, Environmental Health County 
Manager for the Macon-Bibb County Health 
Department, said no. 
She said food giveaways without a food 
service permit are illegal under state law. 
"You cannot take home-cooked meals and 
give them to the public," Cadwell said. "In 
order for food that is cooked to be served to 
the public, it has to be prepared under 
either a permanent or a temporary permit." 
She said dry food is OK, but to hand out 
cooked food in a public setting, you have to 
fill out an application and get a permit. She 
said people in need deserve food that's as 
safe as anyone else's. 
"This process is not to stop temporary 
permits," Cadwell said. "The rules are there 
because something went wrong some time 
in the past and these rules are in place so 
that we can avoid something going wrong." 
Cadwell says as long as you follow the 
rules, everyone can have a safe and healthy 
holiday season. Cadwell says there is no fine 
associated with operating without a permit, 
at least not in their district. She says anyone 
operating without a permit will be asked to 
voluntarily cease operations and leave the 
area. 
If the person or group continues operations, 
they will face administrative and legal 
responses from the Health Department and 
law enforcement as needed. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/25 6pm 2 minutes Profile of fourteen-year-old Kelsey Hall. Hall 
can swim every stroke and her coach says 
Hall can even outrace the guys, and when 
the waves of life got rough, she faced those 
challenges head on. 
After diving into the sport, it became 
obvious to her coach that Kelsey had the 
drive to swim the distance. 
“Whether it's to get points from the team or 
to round out a relay, she says sure. She 
doesn't even hesitate,” said McMahan. It 
was around that same time that Kelsey 
noticed something was off. “At the time, 
mom just thought it was growing pains,” 
said Hall. As it turns out, the pain in her left 
knee was cancer. 
“The doctors took out my knee and turned 
my foot around,” said Hall. But even a 
prosthetic leg and six months of chemo 
couldn’t keep her out of water. “I continued 
to do my swimming whenever I could,” said 
Hall. 
Through the pain and throughout her 
journey, Kelsey just kept swimming. 
“She just takes it all in great stride that 
people are going to look at her. She seems 
very confident in who she is and whatever 
she decides to do, she won’t leg that leg 
stop her,” said McMahan. 
Kelsey's swim coach Mary McMahan says 
the sky is the limit and that a trip to the 
Paralympics could be an option for the 
young athlete if she chooses. 
 

Public Service Announcement October, 
November, 
December 

Various 184 :60 spots 
 

American Diabetes Association: One Step at a 
Time, encouraging healthy eating and exercise 

 
Public Service Announcement 

October, 
November, 
December 

Various 102 :60 spots Stroke prevention and warning signs 

Public Service Announcement October, 
November, 
December 

Various 230 :60 spots PSA explained the risk factors for diabetes 

Public Service Announcement October, 
November, 
December 

Various 42 :60 spots Educational message about Parkinson’s Disease  
 

 
 
  
 



 

 

 Local Issue: Military and Veterans  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/13 6am 2 minutes A report looked at how the GI Bill helps veterans 
prepare for careers after military service. Herbert 
Taylor was interviewed for the story. Taylor enrolled 
at Fort Valley State University and is now studying to 
become a school counselor. He also spends time 
helping fellow veterans at the VECTR Center in 
Warner Robins, but he says none of that would be 
possible without the GI Bill to help pay for classes. 
"This gives us an opportunity on the outside to find 
what we love to do in the military and get the 
certifications that back the knowledge we currently 
have," he says. Now, more people will have that 
same opportunity. This year, lawmakers passed an 
expanded version of the benefits in what is now 
referred to as the Forever GI Bill. 
"There are a lot of big changes, good changes," says 
Patricia Ross, Executive Director of the VECTR Center. 
Under the expanded benefits, veterans who leave 
the military after January 1, 2013 will not be limited 
to using their benefits within 15 years. The bill also 
expands eligibility requirements, especially for 
Reservists. For example, Ross says veterans injured 
while serving will be allowed to accrue time toward 
their GI benefits while they undergo medical 
treatments. 
Ross says the VECTR center has already helped more 
than 1,100 veterans with education benefits since it 
opened a year ago. She hopes to help even more 
veterans who now qualify under the expanded 
benefits. 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/11 11pm 2 minutes Coverage of Dublin's inaugural Veterans Day parade. 
Veterans were honored. GMC’s media and public 
relations chairwoman, Ashley Thompson, says the 
turnout exceeded expectations. 

“We had set a goal of having 70 entries. As of today, 
we had 89 entries and we are so excited about that,” 
said Thompson. 89 entries from servicemen and 
women of all branches. Levi McKenna was a Corporal 
in the Marines and was deployed in the Gulf War as 
part of Operation Desert Storm.  McKenna says he's 
proud to be a veteran and proud to have fought to 
allow parades like this to happen. 

“Because of what we do, we have the freedom to do 
everything else, you know? Because of what we did, 
we have the freedom to do what we want,” said 
McKenna. 

Thompson hopes they keep this tradition going next 
year. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/17 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes Coverage of the announcement that the U.S. Senate 
has confirmed former Robins Air Force Base 
commander Robert McMahon as an assistant 
secretary of defense. McMahon was approved by the 
full Senate on a voice vote. The Senate Armed 
Services Committee on Tuesday approved his 
nomination and sent it to the full Senate. In 
September, President Trump nominated him 
as Assistant Secretary of Defense for Logistics and 
Materiel Readiness. McMahon is a former 
Commander of the Warner Robins Air Logistics 
Center. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/6 6pm 2 minutes   Profile of a military family in Kathleen celebrating 
their first Christmas together in the U.S., and how 
their holiday season may shine a little brighter thanks 
to a kind act from people they've never met.  
The Ortiz family was selected by Christmas Decor, a 
national franchise that honors our military families 
by decorating their homes for free each Christmas. 
“This is our first Christmas here in the states. I'm 
active duty military and we just moved here last year 
from Germany,” said Ortiz. 
And when the holiday season ends, Edwin Ortiz will 
deploy again in January. “That's what happens when 
you're active duty. We still feel very blessed, 
definitely, and we plan on paying this forward.”  
But the family says the extra decoration will make 
their Christmas all the more merry, enjoying every 
minute in time in their home made special for the 
brave. 
Christmas Decor installed more than 200 LED 
Christmas lights for the Ortiz household, and 
Katherine Guy says they'll come and take them down 
for the family after the holidays. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/7 6pm 2 minutes  A report looked at the impact of birds around the 
7,000 acres of Robins Air Force Base. "Birds are an 
issue at any airport, not just our Air Force base," said 
Tech Sergeant Matthew Miller. "The bottom line is 
that any contact between bird and wildlife to our 
assets, and our military personnel that fly on them is 
a big concern." 
The engine opening on a C5 aircraft is about 8 feet 
wide, according to Miller, and if a bird gets in there, 
it can cause hundreds of thousands of dollars worth 
of damage to the plane or worse. "What keeps me 
up at night is that we would have a bird that would 
cause a catastrophic incident," said Sgt. Miller. 
To help keep that from happening, base personnel 
and USDA Wildlife Services Airport Biologist Marvin 
Griffin are installing 24 sound cannons around the 
runway. They won't hurt the birds. According to Sgt. 
Miller, "It doesn't shoot off any projectiles, it doesn't 
kill any birds." 
The loud bangs from the cannons scare off the birds 
and the cry generators -- speakers installed on ten of 
the units -- emit sounds that mimic distress calls from 
birds that are typically prey and attack cries from the 
ones that hunt them. 
When it all comes together, the units aim to keep 
planes and personnel safe in the skies.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/16 11pm 2 minutes Coverage of a Wreaths Across America event held at 
Riverside Cemetery in Macon.  
Every year, volunteers place wreaths at the grave 
sites of fallen heroes. 
Guest speaker Colonel Vice Commander John 
Verhage said the purpose of the event was not only 
to remember those who are no longer with us, but to 
honor those who are still active in the military today. 
He said they also hope to teach children about the 
value of freedom.  
"Always remember that freedom is not free. 
Freedom is the product of those we are here to 
honor who believed in something larger than 
themselves," Verhage said. 
Verhage said it's the men and women who fought 
and continue to fight that help make the nation a 
better place. 
 



 

 

  Local Issue: Economy  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/5 11pm 2 minutes A report profiled the Macon Beer Company and 
its shift to new ownership, and soon, the brewery 
will offer 12 ounce cans of beer.  The new owner, 
Yash Patel, is a Macon native and fell into the 
idea of buying the brewery because he was 
always acquainted with the previous owner.  
At just 23 years old, Patel is juggling his business 
with his books. He's a second year law school 
student at Mercer's Walter F. George School of 
Law. "Juggling the work load as a law student and 
a brewer, it's difficult," he said. "But you just 
have to make time to manage the activities 
well. I'll come here, crack open my book and read 
for a couple of hours, do all my brewery stuff, 
and then head to my next class." 
Since taking ownership of the brewery, Patel 
decided to begin canning the brewery's beer. The 
first Georgia-based mobile canning company, 
MaCan Mobile Canning, is canning the beer for 
the brewery on site. 
"I'm trying to give back to the community that 
raised me," says Patel.  
The Macon native says not much else has 
changed since he took over shop in August, 
except he's taking a "step" to make sure Macon 
Beer has more of a "local footprint." Patel says 
their grain and fruit all comes from local vendors. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/9 5pm 30 minutes On October 9, 13WMAZ produced its 5:00 p.m. 
newscast live from the Georgia National Fair. 
Local stories featured residents “memories of the 
fair” and live reports highlighted many of the 
attractions at the fair. The Fair draws a half a 
million visitors each year. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/17  5pm, 6pm 2 minutes On 10/17 officials said that attendance was down 
slightly at this year's fair.  
They said numbers were down "due to weather 
threats throughout the event and other 
scheduled activities throughout Georgia," 
467,584 people attended the 11-day fair this 
year. That's compared to 536,840 in 2016 and 
501,584 in 2015. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 10/21 noon 30 minutes Pat Topping, senior vice president Macon 
Economic Development Commission, appeared 
on the program. 
 
Topping discussed the skills gap and how that 
plays a role in economic development. He 
discussed the MEDC’s primary role and how they 
work with existing industries. Workforce is such a 
critical issue and how can they help companies 
recruit and retain talent. He has attended other 
communities and tried to learn about their best 
practices. They are working on putting together 
some councils to help address these issues. 
Companies want to know where they can find 
employees and the experience of existing 
industries in regards in recruiting. He said they 
over 120 manufacturing companies that they 
work with and support. He talked about other 
large employers and how they support their 
activity. 
 
He discussed some of the primary things 
prospects seek. He discussed how to best work 
with Houston County and others in the region. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/31 5pm, 6pm 5 minutes Coverage of the announcement that an 
Amazon.com warehouse is coming to a site off 
Interstate 75 in south Bibb County, bringing an 
estimated 500 jobs.  
 
The company plans a 1-million square foot 
distribution center on a 96-acre site off I-75 and 
Skipper Road. Amazon will invest $90 million in 
Bibb County as a result of the deal. That includes 
$5.7 million for the Skipper Road site. 
 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 11/1  6pm 3 minutes   There’s been a lot of redevelopment in 
downtown Macon. Kim Campbell from Historic 
Macon says it is above downtown that holds 
some of Macon’s greatest treasures. The report 
looked at several buildings that are full of history. 
At one location Campbell says different 
businesses moved in over the years, covering up 
the original walls of the 1890's building. “It's sort 
of like peeling back layers of an onion. You sort of 
peel back different periods of the buildings 
history,” said Campbell. She said it is behind 
those layers where they found remnants from 
what they believe was a speakeasy, an illegal 
drinking establishment. One of the items is a one-
way mirror. “It's useful cause you can tell if the 
person knocking is someone you’re supposed to 
serve, or someone trying to bust you for serving 
alcohol during prohibition,” said Campbell. 
 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/13, 
11/14, 11/15, 
11/16, 11/17 
 

5pm 2 minutes 
each day 

13WMAZ produced and aired a five-part series 
on five businesses that have a long history in 
Macon. The businesses profiled included Hart’s 
Mortuary, Capitol Cycle, Union Furniture, LE 
Shwartz and Son and Nu-Way Weiners. Each 
interview focused on the history of the business 
and how it became a part of the fabric of Macon. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/20 6 pm 2 minutes 13WMAZ provided an update on the childhood 
home of Little Richard. Back in April, Little 
Richard's boyhood home was moved from 
Macon’s Fifth Avenue and Middle Street to Craft 
Street. Now, the home is renovated and will 
become a new resource center in Pleasant Hill. 
“They said it couldn't be done. Moving, moving 
down Middle Street,” said community member 
Naomi Johnson. “And we're sitting in it right 
now.” 
The Historic Penniman House is transforming into 
a community resource center that stores the 
history of Pleasant Hill.   
“People in this community were very active in 
affairs. Not just affairs of the community, but of 
the city and of the state,” said community 
member Peter Givens. 
Johnson and Givens are collecting artifacts to 
showcase the community where they've lived 
their entire lives.  
“We'll have education, music, journalism [and] 
politics,” said Johnson. 
The artifacts date back from the early 1920's to 
the Civil Rights movement before the I-16 / I-75 
interchange split the community.  Johnson hopes 
that the new 800-square foot center will be a 
beacon of hope and inspiration to younger 
generations.  In addition to the new resource 
center, the Pleasant Hill mitigation project will 
add two new parks in this community and build 
17 new homes. The Department of 
Transportation expects to finish the entire 
mitigation plan by summer 2018. The cost of the 
entire project is $500 million. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/19 6pm 2 minutes Stripling's General Store is opening its fourth 
location in Perry soon.  
The Cordele-based family store is eyeing a 
February opening at its new location across from 
the Georgia National Fairgrounds, according to 
Stripling's marketing director Ashely Goss.  She 
says the store is excited to join the Perry 
community and they are moving as fast they can 
to get things up and running.   
Goss added that they have not started hiring for 
the Perry store at this time. "That will probably 
take place around mid-January," she said.   
While sausage is the backbone of Stripling's, they 
also offer an array of specialty items including 
award-winning pork and beef jerky, jams, jellies, 
salad dressings, sauces and seasonings. 
The 12,000-square-foot Perry store will be similar 
to Stripling's flagship store on Hwy. 300 in 
Cordele. The general store also operates smaller 
locations - another in Cordele and one in Bogart. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/28 6pm 2 minutes Metro Warner Robins set a new record for total 
jobs in November, according to state Labor 
Commissioner Mark Butler. Butler said labor 
force numbers grew and unemployment 
insurance claims in the area significantly declined 
contributing to the record-breaking month. 
Metro Warner Robins posted a record-high 
74,800 jobs in November, up by 400 from a 
previous high of 74,400 in October. The job 
growth came in trade, transportation and 
warehousing, along with manufacturing and 
construction, the news release states. Since 
November 2016, metro Warner Robins has 
posted 1,200 new jobs, a 1.6 percent growth 
rate. 
 

Public Service 
Announcement 

October, 
November, 
December 

various 83 :60 spots Message about how goodwill helps job seekers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/family-owned-grocer-sausage-maker-to-open-new-perry-location/438495970
http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/family-owned-grocer-sausage-maker-to-open-new-perry-location/438495970


 

 

  Local Issue: Public Safety/Weather  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/5, 10/6, 
10/7, 10/8 
 

6am, 7am, 
noon, 5pm, 
6pm, 11pm 

25 minutes 
total 

13WMAZ provided forecast information at 
Hurricane Nate formed in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Storm tracks put central Georgia to the east of 
the storm, with the possibility for severe weather 
as Nate moved inland. Additional stories included 
EMA preps, power crew preps and homeowner 
preps. The stories were important to the 
community because cleanup from Irma was still 
underway across the community. 
 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/10 and 
10/11 

5pm, 
6pm, 11pm 

12 minutes 
total 

Safety concerns were raised by some in the 
community after a 12-year-old boy was killed and 
his 17-year-old brother had to be rescued after 
an accident at High Falls State Park. 
Monroe County Emergency Management 
Director Matthew Perry said that the two boys 
had been swept over the falls and plummeted 
about 20 feet. A witness heard a scream and 
placed the emergency call. Responding crews 
arrived and saw one of the boys alert in a shallow 
area on a rock. His brother, identified as 12-year-
old Christian Burdette, had passed away, Perry 
said. With recent rain, water levels were up in 
the area, making the area the surviving brother, 
James Burdette, was in was inaccessible by boat 
and "nearly inaccessible" by the shore. It became 
clear that the rescue would have to come by air, 
Perry said. Perry said that it appeared that the 
boys had strayed from the hiking trails before 
their fall. The 1,050-acre park is located 
northwest of Macon, Ga. It's a popular camping 
destination and side trip for travelers on I-75. 
Perry reminded those visiting the parks to 
respect the rules of the park so as not to 
endanger their own lives. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/7 11pm 
 

3 minutes Last year, the Georgia Department of 
Transportation says drivers reported more than 
280 accidents on state highways from road 
debris, like rocks falling off big trucks, and busted 
tires. Reporter Jobie Shields looked at what can 
you do if debris strikes you. 
The Georgia Department of Transportation says 
from 2014-2016, flying road debris caused 813 
accidents in Central Georgia -- 66 people were 
injured, 4 people died. 
Georgia State Patrol Trooper Sgt. Kevin Pope says 
these accidents are also difficult to investigate. 
"Usually the vehicle that the debris came off of is 
long gone," Pope said. 
Pope says the best thing you can do on the road 
is to pay attention. Especially along the highway, 
there's a lot going on, so he says to scan the area 
all around you. Pope says leave a safe distance in 
between you and the car in front of you. For 
every 10 miles an hour, leave one car distance 
ahead of you. So if you're driving on I-75 and 
you're going about 70 miles an hour, leave a 7-
car distance in front of you so if any debris flies 
up, you'll have time and space to get out of the 
way. 
The report also shared suggestions for consumers 
from the state Commissioner of Insurance. 

 
 
 

 
 
CBS FACE THE NATION   Sundays 10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. – noon 
FACE THE NATION 
 
10/01/17 Guests: David Begnaud, CBS News Correspondent (1); Dr. Jon LaPook, CBS News Chief Medical 

Correspondent (2); Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) (3); Representative Paul Ryan (R-WI), Speaker of the 
House of Representatives (4); Senator Charles Schumer (aka Chuck) (D-NY), Senate Minority Leader (5); 
Ben Domenech, The Federalist (6); Amy Walter, The Cook Political Report (6); Ezra Klein, Vox.com (6); 
Bob Schieffer, CBS News Political Contributor, author, “Overload: Finding the Truth in Today’s Deluge of 
News” (7) 
1) a report from San Juan on the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Puerto Rico following Hurricane Maria 
2) an interview with San Juan Mayor Carmen Yulin Cruz on what she would say to President Trump 
3) Topics include: Senator Rubio’s letter to President Trump on the situation in Puerto Rico / concerns 
for the region / response from the Trump administration and Department of Defense to the crisis / 
Senator Rubio’s theory as to why the model response to a hurricane was not successful in Puerto Rico / 
President Trump’s criticism of the mayor of San Juan; attacks on U.S. diplomats in Cuba; question of 
regulating cabinet members’ private plane travel for official travel 
4) Topics include: impact of proposed tax cuts on blue collar and middle class workers; absence of the 
earned income tax credit for childless filers / specifics of the Republican tax plan / entitlement reform / 
optimism that tax reform will successfully make it through Congress / opinion that the president should 
work with Democrats; race relations / President Trump’s views on race / opinion that the president’s 
“heart is in the right place” / President Trump’s criticism of the NFL players who kneel during the 
national anthem 
5) Topics include: Senator Schumer’s criticism of the Trump administrations’ response to the crisis in 
Puerto Rico; tax reform / letter sent by Democrats to the president and Republican leadership on what 
tax reform should include / call for true bipartisanship 



 

 

6) Topics include: crisis in Puerto Rico / assigning blame for the response / President Trump’s criticism of 
San Juan Mayor Carmen Yulin Cruz; proposed tax reform / specifics of the Republican tax plan; 
Tennessee Republican Senator Bob Corker’s decision to retire / Alabama primary 
7) an interview with Mr. Schieffer on his new book, which “takes a look at the news deluge in the Trump 
era” 
 

10/08/17 Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News Correspondent (1); Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Senate 
Judiciary Committee (2); Wayne LaPierre, National Rifle Association (NRA) (3); Mary Ellen O’Toole, 
former FBI Senior Profiler, George Mason University (4); Fran Townsend, CBS News Senior National 
Security Analysist, former Homeland Security Advisor to George W. Bush (4); Adam Winkler, law 
professor, University of California, author, “Gunfight” (5); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (6); Susan Page, 
USA Today (6); Ramesh Ponnuru, National Review (6); David Leonhardt, The New York Times (6) 
1) a report from Biloxi, Mississippi on tropical storm Nate 
2) Topics include: mass shooting in Las Vegas, killing fifty-eight people and wounding close to five 
hundred people / bill banning bump fire stocks / statement from the NRA suggesting support for 
examining regulations against bump fire stocks / increase in sales of bump fire stocks / shooter Stephen 
Paddock / gun control / proposed legislation on concealed carry reciprocity, which would make a 
concealed carry permit for one state, valid in all states / Second Amendment; investigation into possible 
collusion between Russia and the Trump campaign; possibility of President Trump decertifying the Iran 
nuclear deal 
3) Topics include: reaction to the mass shooting in Las Vegas and Senator Feinstein’s proposal for 
legislation to ban bump fire stocks / call for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives 
(ATF) to do their job in enforcing the illegality of converting a semi-automatic to a fully automatic / 
NRA’s support for the existing law on fully automatic firearms / concealed carry reciprocity / Mr. 
LaPierre’s interpretation of the Second Amendment 
4) Topics include: Las Vegas mass shooter Stephen Paddock / call for stronger gun legislation than what 
was proposed by Senator Feinstein / how these mass shootings are a lesson plan for terrorists / lack of a 
clear motive / making big venue events safer / questions to ask Mr. Paddock’s girlfriend 
5) Topics include: the types of shootings that should be focused on / not repealing the Second 
Amendment / strength of the NRA in electoral politics / two different kinds of national concealed carry 
reciprocity legislation 
6) Topics include: proposed gun control legislation after a mass shooting / bump fire stocks; relationship 
between President Trump and Secretary of State Rex Tillerson; Tennessee Republican Senator Bob 
Corker’s criticism of the president / President Trump’s response to Senator Corker’s criticism; North 
Korea; possibility of President Trump decertifying the Iran nuclear deal; President Trump’s threats 
regarding healthcare; how Democrats should handle the numerous sexual abuse allegations against 
Democratic donor Harvey Weinstein. 

 
10/15/17 Guests: Rex Tillerson, U.S. Secretary of State (1); Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, Iran (2); 

Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Senate Armed Services Committee (3); Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime 
Minister, Israel (4); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (5); Molly Ball, The Atlantic (5); Jonah Goldberg, 
National Review (5); Commander Scott Kelly, author, “Endurance” (6) 
Guest Correspondent: Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News Correspondent (2) 
1) Topics include: President Trump’s threat to pull out of the Iran nuclear deal / proposed Congressional 
amendment to the Iran deal / message to North Korea and the promise of a denuclearized Korean 
Peninsula; Secretary Tillerson’s relationship with President Trump / Senator Bob Corker’s criticism of 
President Trump’s treatment of Secretary Tillerson / the United States’ diplomatic relationship with 
China 
2) Ms. Palmer’s interview with Iranian Foreign Minister Zarif on the Iranian nuclear deal and President 
Trump’s threat to withdraw from the agreement 
3) Topics include: President Trump’s threat to pull out of the Iran nuclear deal / proposed Congressional 
amendment to the Iran deal; Senator Corker’s views on the Trump administration and the president’s 



 

 

treatment of Secretary of State Tillerson; healthcare reform; tax reform; problems caused for the 
Republican Party by President Trump’s former advisor Steve Bannon 
4) Topics include: criticism of the Iran nuclear deal / support for President Trump’s position on the deal / 
why Prime Minister Netanyahu opposes the deal 
5) Topics include: reaction to Senator Corker’s comments on President Trump’s treatment of Rex 
Tillerson / President Trump’s personality / culture of reality television versus the culture of politics; 
President Trump’s position on the Iran nuclear deal; President Trump’s continued efforts to negate 
former President Obama’s legacy / Affordable Care Act and Clean Power Act 
6) an interview with Mr. Kelly on “Endurance”, his new book about his year aboard the International 
Space Station 

 
10/22/17 Guests: Michael Morell, former Deputy Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), CBS News Senior 

National Security Contributor (1); David Martin, CBS News National Security Correspondent (1); Senator 
James Lankford (R-OK), Senate Intelligence Committee (2); Mick Mulvaney, White House Budget 
Director, Trump Administration (3); Khizr Khan, author, “An American Family: A Memoir of Hope and 
Sacrifice” (4); Nate Boyer, former American football player, Seattle Seahawks (5); Michael Duffy, Time 
Magazine (6); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (6); Rich Lowry, National Review 
(6); Susan Glasser, Politico (6) 
1) Topics include: the October 4th attack in Niger, where four American soldiers were ambushed and 
killed by Islamic State extremists; ISIS (ISIL / Daesh) in Syria 
2) Topics include: the October 4th attack in Niger / shared frustration with Senator John McCain, at the 
Pentagon; reports about Russian efforts to influence the Obama administration and Hillary Clinton 
through donations to the Clinton Foundation with respect to the purchase of uranium; proposed budget 
and tax reform; FEMA’s response to the crisis in Puerto Rico following Hurricane Maria 
3) an interview with Director Mulvaney on details of the proposed budget, tax reform, and bipartisan 
health care reform 
4) Topics include: reaction as a Gold Star father, to the treatment from President Trump and Chief of 
Staff and former General John Kelly to the family of one of the soldiers killed in the October 4th attack in 
Niger and the resulting public feud with that Gold Star family; Mr. Khan’s new book / his family / 
examples of why Mr. Khan loves of America / Mr. Khan’s speech at the Democratic National Convention 
5) an interview with Mr. Boyer on his open letter to Colin Kaepernick on protesting the national anthem 
and the divisive and angry atmosphere in the United States 
6) Topics include: Trump administration’s public feud with a Gold Star family / “dropping of standards” 
by the Trump White House / criticism from prominent Republicans to the behaviors exhibited by 
members of the Trump White House / attempted display of unity between Senator Mitch McConnell 
and President Trump 

 
 
10/29/17 Guests:  Senator Bob Corker (R-TN), Chairman, Senate Foreign Relations Committee (1); Senator Susan 

Collins (R-ME), Senate Intelligence Committee (2); Governor Chris Christie (R-NJ) (3); Julie Pace, 
Associated Press (AP) (4); David Nakamura, The Washington Post (4); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post 
(4); Ben Domenech, The Federalist (4); Jon Batiste, bandleader, “The Late Show with Stephen Colbert” 
(5) 
1) Topics include: Friday’s breaking news that Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation into 
Russian attempts to influence the presidential election has resulted in at least one sealed indictment / 
advice for President Trump in anticipation of Monday’s announcement / sanctions passed against 
Russia; tax reform; North Korea / criticism against President Trump for getting in the way of diplomacy 
2) Topics include: Friday’s breaking news related to Mr. Mueller’s investigation / Senate Intelligence 
Committee’s investigation / revelation that the Clinton campaign and the Democratic National 
Committee financed part of the creation of the Trump dossier; Senators Corker and Jeff Flake’s criticism 
of President Trump; proposed budget and tax reform 
3) Topics include: Friday’s breaking news related to Mr. Mueller’s investigation / concerns over leaked 



 

 

information / President Trump’s questioning and criticism of Mr. Mueller’s investigation; President 
Trump’s moves to address the opioid epidemic; Trump administration’s response to the devastation in 
Puerto Rico following Hurricane Maria 
4) Topics include: Friday’s breaking news related to Mr. Mueller’s investigation / President Trump’s 
questioning and criticism of Mr. Mueller’s investigation reaction; revelation that the Clinton campaign 
and the Democratic National Committee financed part of the creation of the Trump dossier; Senators 
Corker and Jeff Flake’s criticism of President Trump / attempted display of unity between some 
Republicans and the president; proposed budget and tax reform 
5) an interview with Mr. Batiste about his reinterpretation of the “Battle Hymn of the Republic” 

 
11/05/17 Guests: Senator Mark Warner (D-VA), Vice Chairman, Senate Intelligence Committee (1); Representative 

Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) (2); Ramesh Ponnuru, National Review (3) (5); Susan Page, USA Today (3) (5); 
Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (3) (5); Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal (3) 
(5); Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent (4); Michael Lewis, author, “The 
Undoing Project”, Vanity Fair (6); Pete Souza, former Chief White House photographer, Obama 
administration (7) 
1) Topics include: investigation into Russian interference in the U.S. presidential election / Russian use of 
social media in order to influence the election / question of possible regulations placed on social media / 
Steele dossier / former DNC chairwoman Donna Brazile’s claim that the Democratic National Committee 
was biased towards Hillary Clinton 
2) Topics include: the case for the Republican proposed tax reform plan; sexual harassment in Congress 
3) Topics include: proposed tax bill coming out of the House of Representatives 
4) a report from Tokyo, Japan on President Trump’s tour of Asia and his message for North Korea 
5) Topics include: President Trump’s tour of Asia / Ms. Page’s comments on the Trump voter panel and 
how they feel about the President / recent moves by Special Counsel Robert Mueller regarding his 
investigation / President Trump’s belief that the department of Justice should be investigating Hillary 
Clinton / President’s low approval rating; importance of the Virginia governor’s race / need for 
Democrats to stop debating the Clinton campaign / claims made in former DNC chairwoman Donna 
Brazile’s new book 
6) an interview with Mr. Lewis on his investigation into how the Trump administration has been staffing 
government agencies, specifically the Department of Agriculture, for Vanity Fair magazine 
7) an interview with Mr. Souza on photographing the Obama presidency and the photographs featured 
in his new book, “Obama: An Intimate Portrait” 

 
11/12/17 Guests: Margaret Brennan, CBS News White House Correspondent (1); Senator Tim Scott (R-SC) (2); 

Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) (3); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (4); Amy Walter, Cook Political Report 
(4); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post, CBS News Contributor (4); Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, 
Trump administration (5); John Dickerson, Moderator, FACE THE NATION (6) 
1) a report from Hanoi, Vietnam on President Trump’s trip to Asia and his meeting with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin while both were in Vietnam 
2) Topics include: Senator Scott’s position on Alabama Republican Senate candidate Roy Moore, who 
has been accused of sexual misconduct / potential impact on the Republican Party; effect of the tax 
reform bill on corporations and average Americans; issue of Confederate statues 
3) Topics include: Senator Sanders’ tweets criticizing President Trump and his meetings overseas; 
Alabama Senate candidate Roy Moore; Positive results for Democrats on Election Day / opinion on how 
to reform the Democratic Party 
4) Topics include: President Trump’s decision to believe Vladimir Putin’s denials of Russia’s meddling in 
the election over that of the evidence put forth by the U.S. intelligence community; President Trump’s 
trip to Asia / how the President’s “America First” agenda will contribute to the rise of China on the 
global stage; Alabama Senate candidate Roy Moore / this week’s election results in Virginia and New 
Jersey 
5) Topics include: commitment to carrying out the sanctions against Russia for meddling in last year’s 



 

 

election; tax reform / corporate tax breaks / reaction to criticism from former Treasury Secretary Larry 
Summers / wages / keeping lobbyists out of the tax reform process 
6) YouGov Nation Tracker topic: Mr. Dickerson’s discussion with Trump voters in Manchester, NH -- on 
the one-year anniversary of the President’s election -- on how he is measuring up to their expectations 

 
11/19/17 Guests: Dean Reynolds, CBS News Correspondent (1); Senator Tom Cotton (R-AR) (2); Representative 

Jackie Speier (D-CA) (3); Mick Mulvaney, White House Budget Director (4); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington 
Post, CBS News Contributor (5); David French, National Review (5); Susan Page, USA Today (5); Ruth 
Marcus, The Washington Post (5) 
1) a report from Birmingham, AL on Alabama Republican Senate candidate Roy Moore, who has been 
accused of sexual misconduct 
2) Topics include: the need to take allegations of sexual harassment and sexual assault seriously / 
Alabama Republican Senate candidate Roy Moore / allegations against President Trump / opinion that 
the decision rests with the people of Alabama; tax reform / Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”) 
mandate; reaction to concerns expressed over the President’s ability to launch a nuclear strike 
3) Topics include: Representative Speier’s legislation in the House of Representatives aimed at fighting 
sexual harassment in Congress / need to re-evaluate the current protocol for dealing with sexual 
harassment complaints / allegations against the current and former presidents / Ethics Committee 
investigation into the accusations against Democrat Senator Al Franken of Minnesota; criticism of the 
House of Representatives’ tax cut bill for no longer allowing the deductibility of state and local taxes 
4) Topics include: President Trump’s desire to see the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”) “taken apart” 
any way possible / lowering the corporate tax rate / impact of tax reform on the middle class / Senate 
rules in place to force budget discipline / Mr. Mulvaney’s support for the notion that corporate tax cuts 
will create more jobs and provide economic growth 
5) Topics include: Alabama Republican Senate candidate Roy Moore / potential impact on Republicans 
should Mr. Moore win; reaction to accusations against Minnesota Senator Al Franken / re-evaluating the 
charges against former President Bill Clinton / sexual assault allegations against President Trump; tax 
reform bill’s movement through Congress / impact of tax reform on the middle class / corporate tax 
cuts; main concern for Trump supporters is that he succeeds 

 
11/26/17 Guests: Susan Page, USA Today (1); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (1); 

Reihan Salam, National Review, National Review Institute (1); Ron Chernow, author, “Grant” (2); Nancy 
Koehn, author, “Forged in Crisis” (2); Robert Dallek, author, “Franklin D. Roosevelt: A Political Life” (2); 
Mark Updegrove, author, “The Last Republicans” (2); Walter Isaacson, author, “Leonardo da Vinci” (3) 
1) Topics include: President Trump’s support for Alabama Republican Senate candidate Roy Moore, who 
is an accused child molester / what could happen in the Senate should Mr. Moore win / opposing 
Alabama Democratic Senate candidate Doug Jones; sexual harassment allegations against Democratic 
Senator Al Franken of Minnesota; Republican tax bill / ideological “awkward marriage” between the 
President’s views and those of traditional Republicans in crafting the tax bill; news items that deserve 
more attention 
2) a book panel discussion on presidents and leadership in times of crisis, with Ms. Koehn and Misters 
Chernow, Dallek, and Updegrove 
3) an interview with Mr. Isaacson on his new book on the life and work of Renaissance master Leonardo 
da Vinci 

 
 
12/03/17 Guests: Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate Majority Leader (1); senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), 

Senate Judiciary Committee (2); Senator Angus King (I-ME), Senate Intelligence Committee (3); Mick 
Mulvaney, White House Budget Director, Trump administration (4); Ramesh Ponnuru, National Review 
(5); Ron Brownstein, The Atlantic, CNN Senior Political Analyst (5); Ezra Klein, Vox.com (5); Julie Pace, 
Associated Press (AP) (5) 
1) Topics include: details of the tax bill passed by the Senate / impact on middle class and lower income 



 

 

tax payers / reaction to complaints from Democrats about “the process” / inclusion of the repeal of the 
Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”) mandate in the Senate bill / criticism of Democrats for their 
“different view of what America ought to look like”; Alabama Republican Senate candidate Roy Moore / 
Senate Ethics Committee 
2) Topics include: Alabama Republican Senate candidate Roy Moore / possible Senate Ethics Committee 
investigation; President Trump’s tweet this morning, claiming that the FBI’s reputation is in tatters / the 
Logan Act / question of obstruction involving President Trump’s firing of James Comey as FBI Director / 
Russian interference in the presidential election / reactions to the Russian meddling from the outgoing 
Obama administration and the incoming Trump administration / thoughts on collusion; Trump 
administration’s policy towards North Korea / Secretary of State Rex Tillerson’s job security 
3) Topics include: Senator King’s criticism for the way this tax bill was handled by the Republican 
majority / details of the 477 page bill / long-term impact of the tax bill; possible government shutdown; 
plea deal made by former National Security Advisor Michael Flynn with Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation / focus of the Senate Intelligence Committee’s investigation; possible pre-emptive strike 
against North Korea 
4) Topics include: corporate tax rate / impact of the new tax plan on ordinary Americans, small 
businesses, and middle class families / carried interest loophole; Senate rules for passing a bill; possible 
government shutdown 
5) Topics include: political risks associated with this tax bill / impact of removing the individual mandate 
/ Republican priorities / Trump administration’s continuing sabotage of the Affordable Care Act 
(“Obamacare”) / economic and cultural impact of the tax bill; former National Security Advisor Michael 
Flynn / Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation 
 

12/10/17 Guests: Seth Doane, CBS News Correspondent (1); Nikki Haley, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 
(2); Senator Susan Collins (R-ME), Senate Intelligence Committee (3); Senator Richard Durbin (D-IL), 
Democratic Whip (4); Kori Schake, Hoover Institution, author, “Safe Passage: The Transition from British 
to American Hegemony” (5); Michael O’Hanlon, Brookings Institution (5); Margaret Brennan, CBS News 
White House Correspondent (6); Molly Ball Time magazine (6); Lanhee Chenn, Hoover Institution (6); Ed 
O’Keefe, The Washington Post (6) 
1) a report on the reaction to President Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel 
2) Topics include: President Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and the decision to 
move the embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem / reaction to the criticism surrounding the President’s 
decision; threat posed by North Korea; praise for the women who have come forward to tell their 
stories of sexual assault and harassment / women who have accused President Trump 
3) Topics include: RNC’s resumed support of Alabama Republican Senate candidate Roy Moore / Senator 
Collins’ criticism of Mr. Moore / bipartisan group of Senators who are trying to review current Capitol 
Hill procedures for dealing with allegations of sexual misconduct / question of Senate procedures should 
Mr. Moore be elected; Senator Collins’ concerns about the tax cut bill / details of agreements secured by 
Senator Collins in order to gain her support for the tax bill 
4) Topics include: possible Senate scrutiny should Roy Moore be elected; Senator Al Franken’s 
announced resignation from the Senate due to allegations of sexual misconduct / reaction to political 
critique of the Democratic Party’s pressure on Mr. Franken to resign; Senate tax bill / resolving the DACA 
and Dreamer issue / possible government shutdown; Senator Durbin’s confidence in Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller, in light of questions being raised over some of the people working for him 
5) Topics include: analysis of President Trump’s decision on Jerusalem; situation with North Korea / 
parallels to 2003 and the Bush administration’s lead up to the Iraq war / potential impact of a war with 
North Korea; defense budget 
6) Topics include: analysis of President Trump’s decision on Jerusalem; Alabama Senate race / RNC’s 
decision to resume supporting Roy Moore / divisions within the Republican Party / role of Steve Bannon 
in politics / Mitt Romney’s role in the Republican Party; Al Franken’s resignation from the Senate; tax cut 
bill 

 



 

 

 
12/17/17 Guests: Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, Trump administration (1); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) (2); 

Senator James Lankford (R-OK), Senate Intelligence Committee (3); Richard Rubin, The Wall Street 
Journal (4); Ben Domenech, The Federalist (5); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (5); Amy Walter, Cook 
Political Report (5); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (5) 
1) Topics include: Republican tax plan / impact of the tax plan on the corporate tax rate, the middle 
class, and working families / Secretary Mnuchin’s prediction that wages will go up / Republican response 
to criticism of the tax plan / large number of lobbyists working on tax-related issues / carried interest 
loophole 
2) Topics include: Senator Sanders’ criticism of the Republican tax bill / negative impact of the tax bill on 
the middle class and working families / permanent tax breaks for corporations; “job” of Democrats to 
pay attention to the needs of working families / possibility of raising the corporate tax rate should 
Democrats take control of the Senate; what the Republican pledge of entitlement reform really means / 
what Democrat leaders should fight for 
3) Topics include: reasons behind Senator Lankford’s support for the Republican tax cut bill, even though 
independent analysis shows that it will add a trillion or more dollars to the debt; belief that Russia 
“engaged” in the past election / his work on a bipartisan bill to deal with election security / discovery 
that an investigator on Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s team expressed strong opinions against then-
candidate Donald Trump 
4) Topics include: “winners and losers” of the Republican tax bill / evolution of the Republican tax bill / 
Florida Republican Senator Marco Rubio’s fight for the child tax credit / reasons behind Tennessee 
Republican Senator Bob Corker’s decision to support the bill / role of lobbyists 
5) Topics include: Republican tax bill / possible political benefits of this tax bill for Democrats and 
Republicans / 2018 midterm elections / Democrats Doug Jones’ win in Alabama over Republican Roy 
Moore 

 
12/24/17 Guests: Margaret Brennan, CBS News White House Correspondent, CBS News Senior Foreign Affairs 

Correspondent (1); Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent (1); Ed O’Keefe, CBS 
News Contributor, The Washington Post (1); David Martin, CBS News National Security Correspondent 
(1); Jeff Pegues, CBS News Justice & Homeland Security Correspondent (1); Dan Balz, The Washington 
Post (2); Karen Tumulty, The Washington Post (2); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director (2); 
Daniel Pink, author, “When: The Scientific Secrets of Perfect Timing” (3) 
1) Annual CBS News Correspondent roundtable – topics include: Ms. Brennan’s interview with Vice 
President Mike Pence, conducted during last week’s surprise trip to Afghanistan / how President 
Trump’s decision on Jerusalem necessitated that part of Mr. Pence’s trip to the region be cancelled; 
assessment of the political year in Washington, DC; ISIS (ISIL/Daesh); investigations into Russia’s 
meddling in the election and questions of possible Trump campaign collusion with Russia; management 
changes at the Trump White House / Secretary of State Rex Tillerson and his position on Ukraine / North 
Korea; state of homeland security and the risk of domestic terrorism; House Speaker Paul Ryan and 
Senator Mitch McConnell’s relationship with President Trump; underreported stories of 2017 / 
predictions for 2018 
2) Topics include: current political landscape at the end of 2017 for next year’s midterm elections / 
President Trump’s historically low approval rating / situation for Democrats and Republicans in both the 
Senate and the House of Representatives / possibility of Democrats gaining control of either the House 
of Representatives or the Senate / enthusiasm factor for Democrats / inter-party Republican fighting / 
question of whether or not candidates will embrace President Trump’s desire to campaign for them / 
policy issues, such as entitlement reform, that could play a negative factor in an election year 
3) a discussion with Mr. Pink on his new book, out in January 2018, on the scientific secrets of perfect 
timing 

 
  



 

 

 
12/31/17 Guests: Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) (1); Representative Debbie Dingell (D-MI) (2); Representative Joe 

Crowley (D-NY) (2); Representative Will Hurd (R-TX) (2); Representative Mark Meadows (R-NC) (2); David 
Nakamura, The Washington Post (3); Julie Pace, Associated Press (AP) (3); Rachael Bade, Politico (3); Ed 
O’Keefe, The Washington Post (3); J.D. Vance, author, “Hillbilly Elegy” (4) 
Guest Moderator: Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent 
1) Topics include: demonstrations in Iran / advice for President Trump on how he should react to the 
situation in Iran; North Korea; evolution of Senator Graham’s relationship with the President; health 
care; update on Arizona Senator John McCain’s health; Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA); 
Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation into Russia’s interference in the election / the Senator’s 
request for a special counsel to look into the dossier matter 
2) Topics include: panel members’ opinions on the most important agenda items for Congress in 2018 / 
Republican and Democratic views on putting together a budget; thoughts on the recently passed 
Republican tax cut bill; DACA / border security 
3) Topics include: President Trump’s reaction to Special Counsel Robert Mueller and the Russia 
investigation / attacks from the Republican Party and the President’s allies, attempting to discredit the 
investigation and the FBI / divisions within the Republican Party; DACA / border wall; 2018 
Congressional agenda; sense of Donald Trump’s political clout as he enters 2018 / possible “revamping” 
of the White House’s political operation 
4) an interview with Mr. Vance, author of “Hillbilly Elegy”, on his book, President Trump’s relationship 
with rural America, and the need to create more entrepreneurship and investment in traditionally 
overlooked regions 

 

 


