
There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by Station KXRK, 
Provo, Utah, along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for 
the period July 1, 2018 to September 30, 2018.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  
The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance.
Placed in the public file on October 12, 2018 by Todd Noker.

The issues are as follows: 
1. Growth, Public Safety, Health, and events along the Wasatch Front.
2. City Growth in Provo / Orem (including new jobs, new business, transportation, 

and quality of life within Provo.)
3. Provo Community Events (Including all of Utah County)
4. Rebranding the city (includes positive news on Provo / Orem that will provide a 

fresh image of the city.)
5. Public Safety (including health, crime, crime prevention, accident reports, and 

general safety.)

Growth, Public Safety, Health, and events in all of Utah 
County and the greater Wasatch Front.

The following aired on the Utah Issues program Sunday mornings at 5:30 as listed below:

2018 3rd Quarter Non-Profits
July 1st, 2018
Organization: United Way of Salt Lake  
Mission: The United Way of Salt Lake’s AmeriCorps Program focuses on providing 
math tutoring to students in the Granite School District. The AmeriCorps Math program 
utilizes the pull-out model, which consists of AmeriCorps members and volunteers 
tutoring students during the day at each site. Members and volunteers tutor students using 
the pull-out model to address gaps in understanding of key concepts that must be 
addressed to develop grade level proficiency. At-risk students are selected from first to 
third grade classes for support through an assessment. 
Contact:  Carmela Castaneda 801-694-4285 

July 8th, 2018
Organization: The Youique Foundation 
Mission: We inspire hope in women who were sexually abused as children or 
adolescents by hosting them at a retreat, where they are uplifted by each other and learn 
skills that can help them find individual healing. We educate parents and empower them 
to protect their children from sexual abuse while leading a public dialogue to bring the 
epidemic of abuse to light.
Contact:  Shalane and Derek Maxfield 801-653-3957
July 15th, 2018
Organization: Burma Humanitarian Mission 



Mission: Burma Humanitarian Mission supports community-based healthcare and 
education projects that improve the lives of the children of Burma and their communities. 
We empower people around the world to exercise their health to advocate for a healthy 
and vibrant Burma where the human rights of all people are honored.
Contact:  Mike Isherwood 202-441-2888

July 22nd, 2018 
Organization: Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation
Mission: Our mission is to find a cure and improve the quality of life for those affected 
by cholangiocarcinoma (bile duct cancer).
Contact:  Donna Mayer 888-936-6731

July 22nd, 2018 
Organization: Open Doors
Mission: Empowering families to eradicate poverty and abuse from their own lives by 
building self-reliance and strengthening family relationships.
 Contact:  Donnette DeMaio 801-773-0712

July 29th, 2018 
Organization: Mentors International
Mission: In Developing Countries...Foster the establishment of partner organizations to 
assist families that struggle for self-sufficiency to attain a self-reliant livelihood through 
small enterprise activities by providing principle-based training, character development, 
counseling, mentoring and micro-finance services for productive purposes. In Developed 
Countries...Provide those having the means and desire to assist the impoverished in a 
meaningful and lasting way with proven and practical methods of self-help to extend, not 
hand-outs, but a hand up.
Contact:  Sarah Barrett 801-676-7776

August 5th, 2018 
Organization: Square Foot Gardening Foundation
Mission: The Square Foot Gardening Foundation is dedicated to helping end world 
hunger by teaching a more advanced, simpler method of gardening that saves land and 
water use.
Contact:  801-782-4559 Steve Bartholomew 

August 12th, 2018 
Organization: Empower Playgrounds Inc
Mission: To develop, install, and maintain safe playgroud equipment that generates 
electrical power in communities with poor or no access to electrical power grids.
Contact:  Crys Kevan Lee 385-215-9417

August 19th, 2018 
Organization: CONNECT Summit County



Mission: Promoting better understanding of mental health in Summit County, Utah, by 
increasing awareness and educating the community about mental illness, and raising our 
voices against the stigma and isolation of mental illness.
Contact:  N/A https://connectsummitcounty.org/

August 26th, 2018 
Organization: Intermountain Specialized Abuse Treatment Center
Mission: Intermountain Specialized Abuse Treatment Center (ISAT), a private, nonprofit 
agency, was established in 1983 with the exclusive focus being the evaluation and 
treatment of abuse issues. ISAT has become the largest specialized agency of its kind in 
the Intermountain West, with six offices across the State of Utah. ISAT Center provides 
treatment for sexual abuse, domestic violence, substance abuse, physical abuse and 
related issues.
Contact: Chad 801-886-8900 

September 2nd, 2018 
Organization: Cottages of Hope 
Mission: To provide meaningful, no-cost programs and services that help individuals and 
households realize their potential and achieve greater levels of financial stability.
Contact:  Jeremy Botelho 801-393-4011

September 9th, 2018 
Organization: Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance
Mission: Founded in 1983, the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance builds strong and 
lasting public support for wilderness preservation by focusing its attention on grassroots 
activists and public outreach campaigns. By building personal relationships and 
empowering citizens who love Utah''s wild lands, we have built a movement that has 
endured for over twenty years. Our allegiance of fiercely loyal defenders of Utah 
wilderness is reflected in our continued success: the annual increase of activists, the 
number of anti-wilderness proposals defeated, and the record support obtained for 
America''s Redrock Wilderness Act.
Contact:  Mathew Gross 435-259-4316

September 16th, 2018
Organization: One Heart Bulgaria 
Mission: One heart bulgaria is a non-profit humanitarian organization dedicated to 
improving the quality of life for bulgarian orphans. We do this by providing supplemental 
food, hygiene items, and access to medicines and medical care. In addition, and most 
importantly, our programs are designed to provide the emotional support, guidance, and 
love that the bulgarian orphans so desperately need in order to truly thrive.
Contact: Deborah Brailsford 435-764-3093 

September 23rd, 2018 
Organization: Alta Arts Council 



Mission: Alta Commmunity Enrichment (ACE) is a non-profit organization that creates 
opportunities in the community for individual and group participation in arts, cultural 
events, and education.
Contact:  Sarah Snedaker 801-742-9712

September 30th, 2018 
Organization: Community Animal Welfare Society 
Mission: Provide animal welfare outreach, including rescue from shelters, including 
animals whose "time is up" and those needing veterinary care. Provide a sliding-income-
scale spay / neuter / vaccinate program for pets. Conduct an ongoing foster and adoption 
program at many public locations. Actively and aggressively encourage spaying / 
neutering of all pets. Provide public education and information regarding the 
responsibilities of pet ownership. Conduct a feral (non-tame) cat program, tavrm (trap, 
alter, vaccinate, return, & maintain), including veterinary care and neighbor liaison aid.
Contact:  Nelia Jordan 801-328-4731

The following guests appeared on Radio From Hell. 
7/27 Stephanie Wright Murray Chamber of Commerce Annual golf tournament fundraiser 
educational

7/30 UtahPresents.org Brooke Horejsi director nonprofit performing arts TEDX

8/15 9:40 Allissa Stacey for Derby Depot 100% nonprofit Rock CampforGirlsSLC.org Beehive 
Skate Revolution

8/16 9:40 Mary Nickles KUTV Rich Lakin Immunizations Manager back to school Baby your 
Baby information

8/30 9:45 imflash selecting Unsung Heros getting special recognition and donated $1000 to their 
favorite local charity imflash.com Kevin

8/31 9:09 Brad Wheeler and Michael Sanders Mr. Leather Salt Lake, Big Gay Cash Wash 
fundraiser for LGBTQ Youth Suicide Prevention.

9/5 5:30 Rob Adams and Jess Steling Thanksgiving Heros Shrimpfest Luxe Auto Spa mission to 
feed 2,500 families for Thanksgiving. ThanksgivingsHeros.com  

9/6 5:32 Better Days 2020 Women in Politics in Utah, Jenny Dye, tour of famous sites. This is 
the Place State Park, YWCA

9/6 945 Shauna Jorgensen chairman from The Healing Fields of Utah, Colonial Flag Foundation 
Saturday the 8th until the 12th.

9/10 9:39 Lice Clinics of America for back to school treatment

9/13 5:30 Fiesta Italiana Rosalie Mirabelli  at the Gateway Italian American Civic League 
fundraiser for scholarships

9/19 9:40 Daryl Yeager  from Odyssey Dance Company “Thriller”



9/24 9:42 Alicia Gleed director of marketing and communications for the Road Home Chili 
Affair Sep 26th at the Salt Palace.

9/28 9:42 Ryan from Downtown Alliance talking about Dine O'Round featuring 28 local 
restaurants
 

City Growth in Provo

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, July 15-21. Provo Police concerned with size, safety of 
department building 

Provo Police Chief Rich Ferguson is learning to be creative on how he houses his staff. 

With only one closet left to use as an office, he has hit critical mass in his 22,000-square-

foot office space. Ferguson is very concerned for the safety of police operations and the 

public as they strive to work around tight quarters in a building that is decaying and a 

little less than half the square footage the department needs. “As a police chief, one of my 

biggest concerns is the safety of our citizens when they come to the police station,” 

Ferguson said. For instance, the patrol division officers must write a report on every 

incident they are involved with. The current patrol report writing room facilitates 60 

officers and is approximately 182 square feet. For reference, the average hotel room is 

approximately 364 square feet, according to Ferguson.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-police-concerned-with-size-
safety-of-department-building/article_d8eb447e-3ae3-57a3-be11-ad3205ad40cc.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, July 22-28. BRT route construction in Provo and 

Orem has months before completion

The wheels on the Utah Valley Express buses may be going round and round come 4 a.m. 

Aug. 13, but the rest of the Provo-Orem Transportation Improvement Project will not be 

fully completed until October or early November. The information on the phased opening 

was given Thursday at a joint meeting of the Provo Municipal Council and Orem City 

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-police-concerned-with-size-safety-of-department-building/article_d8eb447e-3ae3-57a3-be11-ad3205ad40cc.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-police-concerned-with-size-safety-of-department-building/article_d8eb447e-3ae3-57a3-be11-ad3205ad40cc.html


Council. According to Mary De La Mare-Schaefer, regional general manager for Utah 

Transit Authority, the Aug. 13 date is just a soft opening to keep UTA’s commitment to 

Brigham Young University and Utah Valley University to have the buses on the bus rapid 

transit route running by the time students come back for school.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/orem/brt-route-construction-in-provo-
and-orem-has-months-before/article_7cdc3991-ca1e-5815-b8b1-fd99796a2f4c.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, July 22-28. HUD gives $2.5 million loan to help with 

infrastructure for Duncan Aviation

The expansion of Duncan Aviation at the Provo Municipal Airport will be completed in 

spring or early summer of 2019, thanks to a $2.5 million guaranteed loan from the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development. The loan means Provo can now begin 

the needed infrastructure improvements and Duncan Aviation can expand. Duncan 

Aviation, according to Steve Gleason, manager of the Provo Airport, has been a 10-year 

project. When Duncan Aviation is completed next year, it will have a campus of 220,000 

square feet that includes two large hangars and two smaller hangars to paint planes. It 

will employ up to 500 people.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/hud-gives-million-loan-to-help-
with-infrastructure-for-duncan/article_d73f58d3-9c20-5baa-9fcf-e4c4538e94de.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, August 5-11. Provo council votes for new city hall in 

downtown, sends bond to November ballot

After many hours of number crunching, impassioned dialogue and public input, the Provo 

Municipal Council voted Tuesday to choose option three of the three options for a new 

city building and safety building.The vote was unanimous, however, council members 

Dave Knecht, Gary Winterton and George Stewart favored option one initially, but said 

they would not go against the wishes and needs of the police and fire departments. Those 

departments favored option three. The general obligation bond that will satisfy the 

building of option three will be for $69 million. Option three is the most expensive 

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/orem/brt-route-construction-in-provo-and-orem-has-months-before/article_7cdc3991-ca1e-5815-b8b1-fd99796a2f4c.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/orem/brt-route-construction-in-provo-and-orem-has-months-before/article_7cdc3991-ca1e-5815-b8b1-fd99796a2f4c.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/hud-gives-million-loan-to-help-with-infrastructure-for-duncan/article_d73f58d3-9c20-5baa-9fcf-e4c4538e94de.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/hud-gives-million-loan-to-help-with-infrastructure-for-duncan/article_d73f58d3-9c20-5baa-9fcf-e4c4538e94de.html


option, but would keep city hall in the downtown area, just not necessarily on the current 

site. The council also voted to place the bond for building a new city building on the Nov. 

6 ballot.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-council-votes-for-new-city-

hall-in-downtown-sends/article_910ec1c4-74ca-555a-ac52-5aeac94f9e39.html 

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, August 12-18. School starts at new Provo High

After a year of lasts, Wednesday was the first of many firsts at the new Provo High 

School. “There is a tangible excitement among the staff and students,” said Boyd 

McAffee, the principal of Provo High School. “Notwithstanding the hiccups, things are 

moving smoothly.” Wednesday was the first day of school in Provo City School District, 

marking the start of first days of school in Utah County. Classes in Alpine and Nebo 

school districts begin next week. It was also the first day of school for Provo High 

School’s new location on Provo’s west side. The previous site on University Avenue was 

sold to Brigham Young University two years ago. Students poured into the new school as 

“Verge” by Owl City played on repeat with a video of school employees lip syncing to 

the song. There were a few glitches — such as some confusion over the school’s start 

time, an intercom system that stopped working the night before and some bathrooms that 

were missing toilet paper, but for the most part, it was a smooth first day.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/education/precollegiate/school-starts-at-new-

provo-high/article_a7b341d9-878a-52fa-8489-6a5d65de885c.html 

Provo Issues, 12a-4a, 1 minute, August 19-25. Allegiant Air now flying to Tucson from 
Provo airport
Utah County residents planning travel to southern Arizona now have another flight 
option. Allegiant Air announced Tuesday new nonstop flights from Provo to Tucson. The 
route starts Nov. 16, and residents can book reservations now. “Our planning team does a 
lot of research, and we’ve seen pent-up demand between Provo and Tucson,” said Kim 
Schaefer, Allegiant Air’s public relations director. The new route was one of many 
Allegiant announced Tuesday for various cities it services. The company also added a 
nonstop route between St. George and Phoenix/Mesa. No new flights were announced for 
Ogden. Passengers can fly to Phoenix/Mesa from Ogden.
https://www.heraldextra.com/business/local/allegiant-air-now-flying-to-tucson-from-
provo-airport/article_91b16105-f635-5c75-8ed2-e1965cf47180.html 
Utah Valley Hospital opens pediatric intensive care unit

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-council-votes-for-new-city-hall-in-downtown-sends/article_910ec1c4-74ca-555a-ac52-5aeac94f9e39.html
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https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/education/precollegiate/school-starts-at-new-provo-high/article_a7b341d9-878a-52fa-8489-6a5d65de885c.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/education/precollegiate/school-starts-at-new-provo-high/article_a7b341d9-878a-52fa-8489-6a5d65de885c.html
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https://www.heraldextra.com/business/local/allegiant-air-now-flying-to-tucson-from-provo-airport/article_91b16105-f635-5c75-8ed2-e1965cf47180.html


Utah Valley Hospital opened a pediatric intensive care unit Monday, two years after 
announcing a partnership with Primary Children’s Hospital. “We are providing level of 
care equal to what Primary Children’s gives and we are doing it much closer to home,” 
said Shad Outsen, a board-certified pediatric intensivist and medical director of Utah 
Valley Hospital’s PICU. The PICU is the first at an Intermountain Healthcare hospital in 
Utah County. The six-bed unit is constantly staffed by a pediatric ICU physician, nurses 
and respiratory therapists. The PICU’s nurses and physicians trained at Primary 
Children’s Hospital in Salt Lake City. The unit is supported by pediatric subspecialists 
and telehealth monitoring in rooms allows two-way audio and video feeds from Primary 
Children’s Hospital.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/utah-valley-hospital-opens-

pediatric-intensive-care-unit/article_b81c18f3-f0b2-56a6-9db0-1d17a98cc792.html

Growth of Vineyard necessitates cleanups, adjustments
For decades the Holdaway and Gammon families were the majority of the small village-
like community of Vineyard. In 2010, there were about 139 residents. Today, there are 
more than 14,000 in Utah’s fastest growing community. With a vibrant young community 
(the average age is 18.5 years), new developments and big plans for the future, this totally 
planned community is on the rise and anticipates housing 50,000 residents by 2030. 
Vineyard officials are planning for this growth. To that end, the Vineyard and Lindon city 
councils approved a boundary change between the two cities this week. 

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/vineyard/growth-of-vineyard-

necessitates-cleanups-adjustments/article_669d53dd-b9be-5d66-a5c5-

30d91f203d36.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, August 26-September 1. BrightStar Care eyes Provo 

expansion

Local entrepreneurs looking to run a business that makes a difference in the lives of 

Provo families will soon have an opportunity with BrightStar Care, a national franchise 

specializing in providing skilled medical and non-medical in-home care services. 

BrightStar Care has two new territories available in the Provo area. The average 

BrightStar Care location serves approximately 70 families. Prospective franchisees must 

have the ability to manage and lead a team but are not required to have a health care 

background.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/utah-valley-hospital-opens-pediatric-intensive-care-unit/article_b81c18f3-f0b2-56a6-9db0-1d17a98cc792.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/utah-valley-hospital-opens-pediatric-intensive-care-unit/article_b81c18f3-f0b2-56a6-9db0-1d17a98cc792.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/vineyard/growth-of-vineyard-necessitates-cleanups-adjustments/article_669d53dd-b9be-5d66-a5c5-30d91f203d36.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/vineyard/growth-of-vineyard-necessitates-cleanups-adjustments/article_669d53dd-b9be-5d66-a5c5-30d91f203d36.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/vineyard/growth-of-vineyard-necessitates-cleanups-adjustments/article_669d53dd-b9be-5d66-a5c5-30d91f203d36.html


https://www.heraldextra.com/business/local/utah-cai-increases-brightstar-care-eyes-

provo-expansion/article_1ca9c89b-f8f0-539d-a678-3a1b268059d9.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, August 26-September 1. New Provo Target to open 
Nov. 10, store now hiring

Target will hold a grand opening of its new Provo Brigham Young University small-

format store Nov. 10. On Saturday they will be holding a special hiring event at its Orem 

store. The Provo store, located at 1290 N. State St., marks Target’s first small-format 

store in the state. Target has started opening small-format stores to serve guests that live 

near colleges, urban areas and in dense suburban locations. The Provo store will offer a 

curated assortment of home products, health and beauty items, baby and kids’ products, 

tech accessories, everyday essentials, food and beverage items and apparel — including 

campus attire. “We are building a talented team of 50 new team members who will help 

us deliver a helpful shopping experience to the residents of Provo and the Cougar 

community,” said Dustin Wardle, store team leader in a press release.  

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/new-provo-target-to-open-nov-

store-now-hiring/article_21fb86b1-7727-513b-ba4b-284991b30ff1.html

BYU classes start with introduction of new engineering building

Jim Trent has watched donors’ eyes light up as he’s led them through Brigham Young 

University’s new engineering building. When the building opened to students for the first 

day of classes Tuesday, he wanted them to have the same reaction. “We expect great 

things to happen,” said Trent, the assistant dean of the Ira A. Fulton College of 

Engineering and Technology. The engineering building is located south of and connects 

to the W. W. Clyde Engineering Building. The new building, which was under 

construction for two years, is five stories tall, 200,000 square feet and was entirely 

funded by more than 18,000 donors. The building contains offices, teaching and project 

labs, classrooms and Harvey’s Cafe, a cafe named after BYU alumnus Harvey Fletcher 

that will serve gelato and open later in September. 

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/education/college/byu/byu-classes-start-with-

https://www.heraldextra.com/business/local/utah-cai-increases-brightstar-care-eyes-provo-expansion/article_1ca9c89b-f8f0-539d-a678-3a1b268059d9.html
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https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/new-provo-target-to-open-nov-store-now-hiring/article_21fb86b1-7727-513b-ba4b-284991b30ff1.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/education/college/byu/byu-classes-start-with-introduction-of-new-engineering-building/article_dc1d58cf-549b-5dc0-a2a3-5d5bd1d3921f.html


introduction-of-new-engineering-building/article_dc1d58cf-549b-5dc0-a2a3-

5d5bd1d3921f.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, September 9-15. Teacher shortage spurs non-

traditional hires in Utah County

The ideal candidate by far for most teaching jobs would have an education-specific 

degree from a college or university. But when there aren’t enough of these traditionally-

trained candidates to go around, districts must look outside of the education realm for 

teachers to hire. Such has increasingly been the case in Utah County in recent years 

as Alpine, Nebo and Provo school districts have been affected by the state’s shortage of 

traditionally-educated teachers. Though the districts have been hiring teachers without 

education-specific degrees for many years, data from the Utah State Board of 

Education shows the percentage and number of teachers with a non-traditional license or 

training program in Utah County have increased over the last four years.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/education/teacher-shortage-spurs-non-

traditional-hires-in-utah-county/article_41cfd1cd-f539-5ae4-86eb-532c8ef12c87.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, September 9-15. Provo city council approves final 

statement on $69 million bond

In just more than a month, Provo residents will receive their vote-by-mail ballots. Before 

then, a voter information pamphlet will be made available to residents that explains the 

pros and cons of the $69 million bond, known as the Provo Police, Fire & City Facilities 

Bond. During Tuesday’s work session, the council gave final and unanimous approval to 

the wording of the council’s statement. Council Chairman Gary Winterton is the writer 

for the pro bond position and a rebuttal. Resident Sarah Asay, the Carterville 

neighborhood chair will write the con position for the pamphlet, and the rebuttal. Cliff 

Strachan, the council’s executive director, asked for the council’s official endorsement of 

the statement.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/education/college/byu/byu-classes-start-with-introduction-of-new-engineering-building/article_dc1d58cf-549b-5dc0-a2a3-5d5bd1d3921f.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/education/college/byu/byu-classes-start-with-introduction-of-new-engineering-building/article_dc1d58cf-549b-5dc0-a2a3-5d5bd1d3921f.html
https://alpineschools.org/
http://www.nebo.edu/
https://provo.edu/
https://www.schools.utah.gov/
https://www.schools.utah.gov/
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https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-city-council-approves-final-

statement-on-million-bond/article_91292d01-fbfd-5059-853f-3ff687405dc8.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, September 16-22. Old Olmsted hydroelectric plant gets 

new spark of energy in Orem

After a 3-year hiatus, the Olmsted hydroelectric power plant has a new look, new turbines 

and is ready to service water and power to residents throughout several area communities. 

On Wednesday, hundreds of workers, political leaders, stake holders and residents made 

their way to the mouth of Provo Canyon and the new Olmsted campus for a day of 

celebrating the return to operations of the plant. Located in Orem, both Provo and Orem 

benefit from its water and power. “It’s an amazing celebration,” said Timothy R. Petty, 

assistant secretary for water and science at the U.S. Department of Interior. The cost of 

the new plant was $42 million. 

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/orem/old-olmsted-hydroelectric-plant-

gets-new-spark-of-energy-in/article_b09f80f4-f697-5161-9a3d-489e5e863e37.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, September 23-29. Final University Parkway paving for 

Utah Valley Express this week

Motorists who use the University Parkway to travel to and from work, school and 

elsewhere should take solace in the recent announcement from the Utah Valley Express 

construction. From Sunday to Thursday, nighttime lane restrictions between 9 p.m. and 6 

a.m. will be effective for final paving operations between 550 West in Provo to State 

Street in Orem. Those final nights of paving will not have the striping on but crews are 

expected to complete striping in the next week or two. Construction spokesman Andy 

Neff said that crews are working hard to have things done before the announced early 

spring completion.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/orem/final-university-parkway-paving-

for-utah-valley-express-this-week/article_be87f5b0-9d3c-595d-bb1d-b48063029508.html 

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-city-council-approves-final-statement-on-million-bond/article_91292d01-fbfd-5059-853f-3ff687405dc8.html
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Utah hydroelectric plant reborn in Orem with $42M makeover

A Utah hydroelectric plant is ready to come back online after a $42 million makeover 

that took three years. The Olmsted hydroelectric power plant has a new look and new 

turbines and will provide water and power to residents throughout several communities, 

including Orem and Provo, The Daily Herald reported . Hundreds of workers, political 

leaders, stakeholders and residents travelled to the mouth of the Provo Canyon on 

Wednesday to celebrate the completion of the new Olmsted campus. "This is the next 

level of engineering," said Timothy R. Petty, assistant secretary for water and science at 

the U.S. Department of Interior. "Hydropower is unique for communities. It represents a 

unique partnership between the federal government, the state and local (organizations) to 

really accomplish (what is needed) for the communities."

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/state-and-regional/utah-hydroelectric-plant-reborn-in-

orem-with-m-makeover/article_5d045a97-d462-5fe9-a388-ebf58fb1f5e2.html

Provo Community Events
Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, July 1-7. Provo Pride, PFLAG marching in Freedom 
Festival grand parade, not pre-parade, after kerfuffle

Organizers from two LGBTQ groups say they were disappointed to learn Tuesday they 

were marching in the Freedom Festival pre-parade rather than the grand parade. “Both 

Provo Pride and PFLAG are very frustrated because it sounds like what is happening is 

we would be marching before the parade even started,” said Roni Jo Draper, vice 

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/orem/old-olmsted-hydroelectric-plant-gets-new-spark-of-energy-in/article%E2%80%94b09f80f4-f697-5161-9a3d-489e5e863e37.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/state-and-regional/utah-hydroelectric-plant-reborn-in-orem-with-m-makeover/article_5d045a97-d462-5fe9-a388-ebf58fb1f5e2.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/state-and-regional/utah-hydroelectric-plant-reborn-in-orem-with-m-makeover/article_5d045a97-d462-5fe9-a388-ebf58fb1f5e2.html


president of PFLAG Provo. Provo Pride and PFLAG were scheduled to march toward the 

beginning of the pre-parade, Draper said, which begins an hour before the grand parade 

on Wednesday. But after discussion with Freedom Festival organizers, both groups were 

granted a spot in the grand parade.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-pride-pflag-marching-in-

freedom-festival-grand-parade-not/article_11f7218d-79c6-564f-9109-1f996d4696ef.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, July 1-7. OneRepublic plays to sold-out crowd at 

Stadium of Fire

OneRepublic put the “Counting Stars” in the Stars and Stripes Wednesday afternoon to a 

sold-out crowd at the Stadium of Fire. The concert and fireworks show lit up the Provo 

sky for the Freedom Festival at Provo’s annual show at the LaVell Edwards Stadium at 

Brigham Young University. The crowd was the largest the Stadium of Fire has seen in 10 

years, according to information presented during the show. The concert was seen by 

thousands in person and was also streamed live to military personnel in more than 100 

countries on the American Forces Network. Stadium of Fire also included a talent 

competition, fire dancers, a skydiving team and a flyover by a group of Lockheed Martin 

F-35 Lightning II fighters.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/onerepublic-plays-to-sold-out-

crowd-at-stadium-of-fire/article_16e6fa15-c9f5-51e6-a412-38f68cf0a3b1.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, July 8-14. Freedom Festival estimates high numbers of 
attendance for 2018
The annual Freedom Festival in Provo drew wide attention leading up to its Fourth of 
July events this year for issues surrounding LGBTQ inclusivity. Now that the events and 
festivities have transpired, here is a look at turnout estimates, according to executive 
director Paul Warner. According to the festival, it is estimated that 45,000 people 
attended the Stadium of Fire event this year featuring pop rock band OneRepublic along 
with the jet flyovers, hang gliders and BMX bikers The most notable fireworks show in 
the state, the fireworks portion of Stadium of Fire show lasted 23 minutes this year. The 
festival estimates that it had 1,000 volunteers help this year, with more than 400 
volunteers contributing to the Stadium of Fire. 

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/freedom-festival-estimates-high-numbers-

of-attendance-for/collection_ff919003-4f0e-59c2-af8f-d12c4e556493.html#4

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-pride-pflag-marching-in-freedom-festival-grand-parade-not/article_11f7218d-79c6-564f-9109-1f996d4696ef.html
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Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, July 8-14. Independent American Party hears Cliven 

Bundy at convention

The room was sparse but the enthusiasm high as members of the Independent American 

Party of Utah met for a second-half continuation of their convention that began in April. 

Jason Christensen, the state chairman, conducted the meeting that was focused on 

approval of the party platform with amendments, committee elections and the guest 

speakers Cliven and Carol Bundy, owners of the infamous Bundy Ranch in Bunkerville, 

Nevada. Once the business actions were complete, which were all approved unanimously, 

the majority of the meeting was left to the Bundys.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/independent-american-party-
hears-cliven-bundy-at-convention/article_932f78f5-e944-54b8-adef-056ba15c99cb.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, July 15-21. BYU museum documents past, present 

with Pulitzer-winning photos

Associated Press photographer Slava Veder captured with his camera the joyful 1973 

reunion of a U.S. serviceman with his family, finally returning home after having spent 

five years in a North Vietnamese war prison. The 1974 Pulitzer Prize-

winning photograph is part of a new exhibition opening Monday at the Brigham Young 

University Museum of Art and a personal favorite of museum educator Philipp Malzl. 

“It’s an image that I think most people that have spent any time abroad or have had 

siblings that have been abroad and come home after an extended period of time can relate 

to. Just the sheer joy and exuberance that’s captured in this image is just absolutely 

lovely,” Malzl said.

https://www.heraldextra.com/entertainment/arts-and-theater/visual/byu-museum-
documents-past-present-with-pulitzer-winning-photos/article_2cb80edc-4eb9-54ff-a590-
3effff21d2fa.html

Provo Issues, 12a-4a, 1 minute, August 5-11. Provo family bonds, offers flights to the 
community through hot air ballooning

After hundreds of hours of flying and 26 years of commercial piloting experience, Provo 

resident Doug Cannon still gets a rush from flying his hot air balloon. “You test your 

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/independent-american-party-hears-cliven-bundy-at-convention/article_932f78f5-e944-54b8-adef-056ba15c99cb.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/independent-american-party-hears-cliven-bundy-at-convention/article_932f78f5-e944-54b8-adef-056ba15c99cb.html
https://www.ap.org/en-us/
http://www.pulitzer.org/winners/slava-veder
https://moa.byu.edu/pulitzer-prize-photographs/
https://www.byu.edu/
https://www.byu.edu/
https://moa.byu.edu/
https://www.heraldextra.com/entertainment/arts-and-theater/visual/byu-museum-documents-past-present-with-pulitzer-winning-photos/article_2cb80edc-4eb9-54ff-a590-3effff21d2fa.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/entertainment/arts-and-theater/visual/byu-museum-documents-past-present-with-pulitzer-winning-photos/article_2cb80edc-4eb9-54ff-a590-3effff21d2fa.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/entertainment/arts-and-theater/visual/byu-museum-documents-past-present-with-pulitzer-winning-photos/article_2cb80edc-4eb9-54ff-a590-3effff21d2fa.html


judgment every time you fly,” said Cannon. However, it takes more than just one person 

to easily manage everything that comes with flying and maintaining a hot air balloon. In 

fact for Doug, ballooning is a family affair. “Everybody has a job, and so it’s been a 

wonderful thing for our family: you feel needed, you feel wanted and you’re a part of 

something,” said Beverly Cannon, Doug’s wife. All of the Cannons’ four children play 

vital roles in keeping Lucky Star in the clouds.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-family-bonds-offers-flights-
to-the-community-through-hot/article_4908b2ef-fd35-5eda-9101-b5228c549f49.html

Provo Issues, 12a-4a, 1 minute, August 5-11. BYU announces future football games 

with UNLV and North Alabama

Brigham Young University today announced that future football games have been 

scheduled with UNLV and North Alabama. BYU and UNLV have agreed to a two-game 

series with matchups in Provo in 2023 and Las Vegas in 2024. The Cougars will host the 

Rebels in LaVell Edwards Stadium on Nov. 4, 2023, and face UNLV in Las Vegas 

Stadium on Nov. 2, 2024. BYU and UNLV have played 20 times since 1978 with BYU 

holding a 17-3 advantage in the series. The former conference foes were both members of 

the Western Athletic Conference and founding members of the Mountain West 

Conference. The two teams played last season in Las Vegas with the Cougars earning a 

31-21 victory at Sam Boyd Stadium. The last game in Provo was a 42-23 BYU victory in 

2014.

https://www.heraldextra.com/sports/college/byu/football/byu-announces-future-football-
games-with-unlv-and-north-alabama/article_d9d81255-9ba9-5d35-8974-
57f75db82335.html

Provo Issues, 12a-4a, 1 minute, August 12-18. 
UVX route has soft opening with many curious riders

Construction might not be completely finished on the Utah Valley Express route of Utah 

Transit Authority, but that didn’t stop the buses from officially rolling out on Monday. 

According to Mary De La Mare-Schaefer, regional general manager for UTA, ridership 

was steady and UTA wasn’t disappointed with the turnout. One of those residents was 

Provo Mayor Michelle Kaufusi.“I walked from my office and got on at the temple. Two 

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-family-bonds-offers-flights-to-the-community-through-hot/article_4908b2ef-fd35-5eda-9101-b5228c549f49.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-family-bonds-offers-flights-to-the-community-through-hot/article_4908b2ef-fd35-5eda-9101-b5228c549f49.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/sports/college/byu/football/byu-announces-future-football-games-with-unlv-and-north-alabama/article_d9d81255-9ba9-5d35-8974-57f75db82335.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/sports/college/byu/football/byu-announces-future-football-games-with-unlv-and-north-alabama/article_d9d81255-9ba9-5d35-8974-57f75db82335.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/sports/college/byu/football/byu-announces-future-football-games-with-unlv-and-north-alabama/article_d9d81255-9ba9-5d35-8974-57f75db82335.html


people got on with me,” Kaufusi said. “The air conditioning was awesome. It was quiet 

and smelled new.” The mayor said she watched and at every stop, at least one or two 

riders got on. She rode the Provo portion of the route, got off at the LaVell Edwards 

Stadium, and crossed the street to the baseball fields. “I got back on with a mom and 

three kids,” Kaufusi said. “It was a big day and a great soft opening.”

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/uvx-route-has-soft-opening-with-

many-curious-riders/article_2a1d2a7a-a49d-5b4b-8e3c-91763a61eaac.html

Provo Issues, 12a-4a, 1 minute, August 19-25. Dusty Fielding holds off the field to win 
the 2018 Utah Open golf tournament

After 10 years of professional golf, Hurricane resident Dusty Fielding is getting to a point 

where the vagabond lifestyle might not be what he wants anymore. “I’ve felt like it’s kind 

of time to call it quits,” Fielding said Sunday afternoon. “The stress of it all and the 

constant disappointments kind of wear you down.” No matter what his next step is, 

however, he will always be able to play in the annual Utah Open golf tournament. 

Winners get a lifelong exemption.After coming close a couple of times earlier in his 

career, Fielding finally made it to the top of the Utah Open leaderboard in 2018. He 

surged on the final day of action at Riverside Country Club in Provo to win by three 

strokes with a three-round score of 200 (16-under-par).

https://www.heraldextra.com/sports/golf/professional/dusty-fielding-holds-off-the-
field-to-win-the-utah/article_8edc86eb-b842-5764-be07-1c00f7973624.html

Provo Issues, 12a-4a, 1 minute, August 26-September 1. Provo Pride seeking donations 

from downtown businesses through flag project

Organizers of this year’s Provo Pride celebration are hoping downtown retailers and 

restaurants will join in showing their support for the local gay, lesbian, bisexual and 

transgender neighbors. The main Provo Pride event will be held from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 

Saturday, Sept. 15. Events will go throughout the day and feature music, information 

booths and events for families. Residents and business owners are being asked to donate 

$15 to have a 3-foot by 5-foot flag staked in front of their properties from Sept. 9 to 16 to 

celebrate Provo Pride Week. Last year, more than 27 downtown businesses had flags in 

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/uvx-route-has-soft-opening-with-many-curious-riders/article_2a1d2a7a-a49d-5b4b-8e3c-91763a61eaac.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/uvx-route-has-soft-opening-with-many-curious-riders/article_2a1d2a7a-a49d-5b4b-8e3c-91763a61eaac.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/sports/golf/professional/dusty-fielding-holds-off-the-field-to-win-the-utah/article_8edc86eb-b842-5764-be07-1c00f7973624.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/sports/golf/professional/dusty-fielding-holds-off-the-field-to-win-the-utah/article_8edc86eb-b842-5764-be07-1c00f7973624.html


front to show their establishment was a safe place and the members of the LGBTQ 

communities were welcome.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-pride-seeking-donations-
from-downtown-businesses-through-flag-project/article_536a1abb-929c-511c-8d5c-
f5f11e7bf03a.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, September 2-8. Party with ponies

This Friday and Saturday, the Crystal Mountain Pony Con 2018 – an event geared toward 
fans of “My Little Pony,” will take place at the Utah Valley Convention Center, 220 W. 
Center St. in Provo.

The event began six years ago, but will unfortunately be celebrating their last year of 
offering pony-centric and friendship-powered fun to Bronies and “My Little Pony” lovers 
across the state.

As such, admission to the vendor floors will be free and open to the public, with 
discounted tickets available to panels and activities, starting at just $20 on line. Get more 
details about the event and scheduled guests that will be appearing 
at crystalponycon.com.

https://www.heraldextra.com/entertainment/things-to-do-in-utah-valley-this-
weekend/collection_95439530-af14-5a3a-bd81-b1d36d3fcfc2.html#5

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, September 9-15. Hundreds to run in honor of loved 

ones who died from addiction

About 600 people will be running Saturday in Pleasant Grove, many of whom have 

struggled with addictions or have loved ones who have. The Addict to Athlete 5K will 

begin at 9 a.m. at Discovery Park, 1511 N. 100 East. In its seventh year, the race takes 

place at a different location in Utah County each time. “We try to pick out a city that has 

been very affected,” said Jed Jensen, organizer. Jensen said that an active member of the 

team overdosed last year and she was from Pleasant Grove. They decided to hold the race 

there to honor her. About 70 to 80 percent of the participants, if not 100 percent, will be 

proxy runners, Jensen said. They will be running in honor of a loved one who has died 

due to addiction or is still struggling with addiction. 

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/north/pleasant-grove/hundreds-to-run-in-honor-

of-loved-ones-who-died/article_87ade282-f892-5ada-9bbc-26cd9ff21643.html
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Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, September 9-15. Day of Caring draws almost 2,000 to 

paint, read and build around Utah County

With one hand stained red from holding a paint can and the other hand holding a 

paintbrush, Dale Bartlett carefully traced another circle on the “math caterpillar” outside 

a Provo elementary school. He was among the hundreds of volunteers clad in blue, 

yellow and red t-shirts scattered across Utah County on Thursday morning for the 23rd 

annual United Way Day of Caring. “I’m just here for the fun,” Bartlett said with a grin. 

“It’s all for fun.” Business teams and community members worked on 40 various 

projects, from landscaping and repairing nearby treatment centers to organizing and 

cleaning a food bank to building a home for a local family.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/orem/day-of-caring-draws-almost-to-

paint-read-and-build/article_d6aad03d-6aef-59d1-a9da-ee9884da2c90.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, September 16-22. Cougars clash with Wolverines to 

end preseason

The West Coast Conference season is going to be brutally competitive, so the BYU 

women’s soccer team is looking forward to an opportunity to regain some momentum. 

The Cougars had won three matches in a row and scored 16 goals in those wins, but 

faltered in the second half of a 3-1 loss to Long Beach State on Monday. Sure, BYU had 

a tough travel weekend to deal with when Friday’s match at Marquette was delayed to 

Saturday afternoon because of a power outage. But Cougar coach Jennifer Rockwood 

wasn’t going to use that as an excuse for the poor quality of play against the 49ers on 

Monday.

https://www.heraldextra.com/sports/college/byu/soccer/cougars-clash-with-wolverines-
to-end-preseason/article_80629e4c-f492-5ec4-a627-d5b4d7ee3f52.html
Rebranding the city
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Provo Issues, 12a-4a, 1 minute, July 8-14. A Provo family opened their home to feed 
LGBTQ in need and it grew into a new nonprofit 

The doorbell rings at the Pool household on a Saturday night, and Jerilyn Hassell Pool 

jokes that it must be a straight person, because the queer people usually walk right in. 

And many do, with approximately 20 people trickling in to the Provo home as Jeff Pool 

prepares dinner: the classic summer combination of hot dogs, macaroni salad and 

watermelon. Though the name of the nonprofit the Pools run out of their home implies 

that the organization’s mission is all about food, QueerMeals has a larger, overarching 

purpose beyond just keeping people in Utah County’s LGBTQ community fed. 
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/a-provo-family-opened-their-
home-to-feed-lgbtq-in/article_4e34a09e-17b8-5acd-b9f0-3bcafd91561c.html

Provo Issues, 12a-4a, 1 minute, July 8-14. Provo ranked as second-best run city in the 
U.S.

According to a recent Wallethub study, Provo is the second best-run city in America. 

Coming in just behind Nampa, Idaho, and just ahead of Boise, Idaho, Provo scored well 

on multiple factors leading to its rank in WalletHub’s study, “2018’s Best- & Worst-Run 

Cities in America.” Provo ranked second overall in total budget per capita, seventh in 

safety, 16th for its financial stability, 25th for its economy and 27th for its education. 

According to the study, researchers looked at 150 of the largest United States cities to 

determine each city’s operating efficiency. To do so, the study compared the quality of 

services residents receive against the city’s total budget, using 35 key performance 

indicators grouped into six service categories.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-ranked-as-second-best-run-
city-in-the-u/article_69b0792e-e41f-5ca3-a57d-2c2e1f8086b1.html

Provo Issues, 12a-4a, 1 minute, July 8-14. BYU students create robot that could help 

kids with autism

A group of Brigham Young University students wants Benni to be a child with autism’s 

best friend. “We often say we want Benni to be the first friend of many friends to come,” 

said Jared Workman, a BYU student and founder of Early Intervention Robotics, or EI 

Robotics. Benni — recently renamed from Nelli — is the company’s first product. The 

robot looks similar to BB-8 from Star Wars and is designed to supplement therapy for 

children on the autism spectrum. Benni isn’t the tallest robot around. He’s 14 inches tall, 

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/a-provo-family-opened-their-home-to-feed-lgbtq-in/article_4e34a09e-17b8-5acd-b9f0-3bcafd91561c.html
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rolls around and can get bored and mad if a child ignores it. The robot is like a large 

Tamagotchi and plays educational games with children. 
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/education/college/byu/byu-students-create-
robot-that-could-help-kids-with-autism/article_f742d9bd-7281-5dd2-9799-
bdc49f310aac.html

Provo Issues, 12a-4a, 1 minute, July 15-21. Provo City Library opens audio, video 

recording studio

Gene Nielsen, director of the Provo City Library, is using every inch of the building to 

help residents get the most out of their library experience. A few years ago, Nielsen 

opened the fourth floor attic and added a new exhibit hall for traveling exhibits. Now, it’s 

the basement’s turn. What was once a storage room in a basement hallway is now a 

small-scale audiovisual production studio in the Basement Creative Lab. The new 

audiovisual production studio space, located off the west side of the underground 

parking, is available to Provo residents for sound and video recording.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-city-library-opens-audio-

video-recording-studio/article_4fd2a112-bcf3-58df-b441-6b407c6ba75e.html 

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, July 22-28. Owlz will stay in Orem after prospective 
move to Colorado falls through

So it appears Orem isn’t losing its minor league baseball team after all. Last week, 

reports surfaced that the Owlz — who have played in Orem since 2005 — were 

considering a move to Pueblo, Colorado. At the time, Owlz owner Jeff Katofsky 

confirmed the rumors and said the rookie league affiliate would likely make the transition 

to Colorado in two years. Not so fast, my friend. On Monday, the Owlz sent out a press 

release indicating the team was staying put: “The following statement has been released 

by Owlz majority owner, Jeff Katofsky: Previously, we announced a likely deal with the 

City and County of Pueblo, Colorado, to open a youth sports facility, multiple hotels and 

a new home for the Owlz. I have always stated that is was a dream and goal of mine to 

have a youth sports facility for boys and girls to learn baseball, team sports and the 

leadership and athletic lessons that ensue. I cautioned that the transaction was preliminary 

and there were a lot of details to finalize the deal.
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https://www.heraldextra.com/sports/baseball/professional/owlz-will-stay-in-orem-
after-prospective-move-to-colorado/article_b2f19494-e4a4-504d-91b7-
8890e7701702.html 

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, July 29-August 4. Utah Valley Express drivers 

finishing training, ask motorists to watch the lights

Wednesday is the first day people with Brigham Young University or Utah Valley 

University identification cards can ride FrontRunner, TRAX and Utah Transit Authority 

buses for free — the Utah Valley Express route opens Aug. 13. Regular riders pay a flat 

$2.50 fee on UTA buses, including the upcoming UVX routes, to ride to the end of the 

line and complete transfers for a few hours. In the meantime, UVX route bus drivers 

continue to train on the articulated buses to prep for the first day of riding in less than two 

weeks. Dale Howard, a UVX bus driver, said he has one big concern for residential 

drivers — watch the lights. “We can see it on people’s faces,” Howard said. “They’re not 

sure where we’re going.” Howard has been driving for UTA for more than five years and 

is training the drivers who will be behind the wheel of buses that are 60 feet long and 

bend in the middle.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/utah-valley-express-drivers-
finishing-training-ask-motorists-to-watch/article_fba48559-9e6b-5c16-9b37-
b5f2f6cf45e6.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, July 29-August 4. Provo's new occupancy law now in 

effect

Wednesday marked the first day of Provo’s new rental dwelling disclosure law in effect. 

The law requires landlords and tenants to both acknowledge they understand the 

occupancy law for their area by signing documents. Those documents are to be on hand 

in the residences if the city should ever have a complaint against them, or there is a need 

to see them. Those who refuse to comply with this new law could be taken to court and 

charged with a class C misdemeanor, according to Carrie Walls, zoning administrator. 

“Our goal is not to take people to court,” Walls said. “Our goal is compliance.” Adam 

Arnett has been a voice representing single adults from the southeast neighborhoods. He 
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has met with several elected officials and neighborhood representatives as discussions 

have continued about occupancy and the singles renting in the city, particularly southeast 

Provo.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-s-new-occupancy-law-now-
in-effect/article_7f3890c9-4e3a-56e2-82d0-5b7a6155bc51.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, August 5-11. All invited to ride UVX route free thanks 

to government grant

When Monday dawns, the long-awaited Utah Valley Express bus route will make its 

debut, and it won’t be just university students, faculty and staff who can ride for free. 

According to Shawn Seager, planning director for Mountainland Association of 

Governments, thanks to a federal grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation, 

anyone can ride free on the UVX route from Provo Towne Centre mall to the Orem 

intermodal hub and back for at least the next three years. The grant is to help air quality 

and congestion, and is a federal pilot program to test air quality and congestion before 

and after the three-year window, according to Seager. The pilot program allows for the 

free ridership. Seager said the grant was worth $1.9 million and allows Utah Transit 

Authority to invite anyone to ride the UVX route free. The free route should not be 

confused with the free-ride program for students, faculty and staff and families from Utah 

Valley University and Brigham Young University, who can ride the entire UTA system 

for free including, other bus routes, FrontRunner and TRAX, for 10 years.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/all-invited-to-ride-uvx-route-free-
thanks-to-government/article_5dd47b04-48de-5de1-b0b0-2bbfa9bd4cb4.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, August 5-11. Utah county jail gets $1 million for 

inmate's medical bills 

The Utah County jail will get a $1 million influx to pay for the ballooning medical 

expenses of a man who case highlighted the struggle to pay for inmate health care. The 

Daily Herald reports the Utah County Commission approved the transfer Tuesday, a 

month after Sheriff Jim Tracy resigned when faced with the possibility of having to lay 

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-s-new-occupancy-law-now-in-effect/article_7f3890c9-4e3a-56e2-82d0-5b7a6155bc51.html
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off employees and close jail beds to pay the bills. Jails are required to provide inmates 

with necessary medical care, and the cost of cancer treatment for a single inmate had 

outstripped the Utah County's medical budget. It's a problem faced by jails around the 

country. Also Tuesday, the Utah County Commission approved budget changes of 

$500,000 for increased gas prices and $650,000 to cover vote-by-mail election costs.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/utah-county-commission-
adds-million-to-sheriff-s-budget-to/article_150063ac-07d1-5c29-947f-
a194a43028b2.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, August 12-18. Provo school board approves tax 
increase to fund teacher pay increase 

The Provo City School District Board of Education voted unanimously Tuesday evening 

during a Truth in Taxation hearing to raise property taxes in order to fund teacher pay 

increases and improve security in schools. Property taxes on a $278,000 home will 

increase $71.55 a year and a business of a same value will see an increase of $130.10 a 

year. The vote came Tuesday evening during a business meeting of the Provo City 

School District Board of Education. The board voted to change the board local levy from 

.001416 to .001682 and the voted levy from .001024 to .001094. The board last voted to 

raise property taxes in 2009 and 2016. About $2.5 million of the extra revenue gained 

from the tax increase will go toward teacher salary increases and $235,000 will go toward 

student safety and security, including adding additional security cameras in schools.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-school-board-approves-tax-
increase-to-fund-teacher-pay/article_569db556-c7c1-57cd-a1d4-5198d2efd41b.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, August 26-September 1. Provo Municipal Council 
names its top five priorities for next two years

On Aug. 14, the council discussed a variety of issues facing the city but determined that 

affordable housing, economic development, zoning compliance, budgeting for outcomes 

and the Vision 2050/general plan were the top priorities to work on through 2019. There 

is no question that affordable housing is a major concern not just for Provo but the entire 

region, according to Gary Winterton, council chair. Councilman Dave Knecht sits on the 

council housing committee. He said the committee had met this week with the Realtors 

association, apartment association, and developers to discuss housing concerns.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/utah-county-commission-adds-million-to-sheriff-s-budget-to/article_150063ac-07d1-5c29-947f-a194a43028b2.html
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https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-municipal-council-names-
its-top-five-priorities-for-next/article_952680e7-9c82-58a3-9ccb-8514869ee214.html

Provo Power offers free trees but few residents respond

Provo residents with air conditioning in their homes but no trees outside to shade them 

were able to get a free tree through the yearly Trees for Energy Conservation program, 

though few took advantage of the offer. According to Kat Linford, spokeswoman for 

Provo Power, not as many people came in to get their tree as in past years and there are a 

lot of trees just waiting for a home to shade. Linford said the program is only for those 

who have air conditioning, because the No. 1 cause of a spike in electrical use on the 

power grid is directly related to the demand from air conditioning 

use.a556rggg333223994412334nknfgknkgnkn

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-power-offers-free-trees-but-
few-residents-respond/article_d4de2758-c842-5c62-bc06-942bd6d9cc44.html

Provo Issues, 12a-4a, 1 minute, September 16-22. BYU football comes in at No. 25 in 

Associated Press poll, first ranking since 2015

It may seem like an eternity since the BYU football team was ranked in one of the two 

major weekly college football polls but it’s really only been since 2015. The Cougars 

started that season with a pair of dramatic Hail Mary passes by a freshman quarterback 

named Tanner Mangum to win at Nebraska and to defeat No. 20 Boise State in Provo. 

The Cougars jumped to No. 19 before a road game against No. 10 UCLA and nearly 

pulled off another last-second win. A Bruin interception allowed UCLA to escape with 

the 24-23 win, knocking BYU down to No. 22. The next week the Cougars went on the 

road to play Michigan, only to get manhandled in a 31-0 loss. Since that point, BYU has 

been an afterthought on the national landscape — at least until the Cougars once again 

headed to Big Ten country.

https://www.heraldextra.com/sports/college/byu/football/byu-football-comes-in-at-no-in-

associated-press-poll/article_34973885-83da-59ff-bb38-890c65799d19.html
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Provo Issues, 12a-4a, 1 minute, September 23-29. Utah County Commission sets public 

hearing for proposed tax increase

The Utah County Commission set an October public hearing for a proposal to levy a tax 

rate that exceeds the county’s certified tax rate. County Commissioners Nathan Ivie and 

Greg Graves voted Tuesday morning to continue the process of levying up to $7.5 

million in ad valorem tax revenue. Citing concerns about specifics around that number, 

Commissioner Bill Lee voted against the resolution. “I hope, as we go through this 

process that we will get to numbers instead of generalities,” Lee said. That number is just 

a starting point, and all three commissioners plan to get to a lower number as they work 

with county departments and analyze the potential increase against the actual estimated 

value of county services.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/utah-county-commission-sets-

public-hearing-for-proposed-tax-increase/article_53dcbdc9-fc23-5a83-9f4c-

cc588cb3e825.html

Public Safety
Provo Issues, 12a-4a, 1 minute, July 1-7. Suspicious packages causing delays at Provo 

FrontRunner were filled with Legos

Provo had an explosive ordnance disposal team at the site of the Provo FrontRunner 

station after two suspicious packages were reported there at about 2:45 p.m. Saturday. 

After X-rays were performed and a robot opened the packages, however, it was found 

they were simply filled with Legos, said Provo Detective Nick Dupaix. One of the 

packages was examined aboard a train, while the other was on the station platform. The 

Utah Transit Authority Twitter account first posted an alert at 3:20 p.m. saying people 

should expect delays due to police activity. In response to a Twitter user’s post, UTA 

indicated there was also police activity aboard a train at Farmington station.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/utah-county-commission-sets-public-hearing-for-proposed-tax-increase/article_53dcbdc9-fc23-5a83-9f4c-cc588cb3e825.html
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https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/suspicious-packages-causing-
delays-at-provo-frontrunner-were-filled-with/article_75eb6a54-583e-53c0-a21f-
c4258e35fe1b.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, July 15-21. Provo settles federal lawsuit against 

former Provo police chief for $750,000

A federal sexual harassment lawsuit against a former Provo police chief was settled out 

of court Thursday, according to a statement released by Mayor Michelle Kaufusi. Provo 

Mayor Michelle Kaufusi, the city’s insurer, and the plaintiffs in the litigation against 

former police chief John King have reached a settlement agreement that will result in the 

dismissal of the lawsuit. The settlement amount totaled $750,000, part of which was paid 

by the city’s insurance carrier. Chief John King was accused of sexual harassment and 

assault. The plaintiffs in the case also sued Provo for negligent hiring and supervision.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-settles-federal-lawsuit-
against-former-provo-police-chief-for/article_cc88f800-c70d-505c-a5ae-
bf3ab11cd438.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, July 22-28. Despite tighter firework laws, Utah 
County fire departments didn't issue many citations

July was the first time that a new Utah fireworks law was in effect — and local fire 

officials say people by and large adhered to new firework restrictions. The law, passed by 

the 2018 Utah Legislature and signed into law by Gov. Gary Herbert, shortened the days 

people can legally set off fireworks from 14 to eight, and made it easier for cities to 

restrict fireworks in areas where fires had been a problem in years past. That bill also 

raised the fine for non-compliance from $750 to $1,000.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/despite-tighter-firework-laws-utah-county-fire-
departments-didn-t/article_3a45a2aa-71ae-5e8a-a351-4c9712b90f09.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, July 29-August 4. Jim Tracy hands in his keys after 

nearly 16 years as Utah County sheriff

Jim Tracy never planned on being the Utah County sheriff. After decades with the Utah 

County Sheriff’s Office, Tracy was lined up to retire in 2002, but said enough deputies 

asked him to run that he ended up doing so. “I was going to go into private security, with 
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the LDS Church, actually,” Tracy said. “I had many deputies at that time ask if I would 

run, and after consultation with my wife, we decided we would do that.” He went on to 

serve four terms, nearly 16 years, as Utah County’s sheriff, ending his 41-year career 

Friday. His fourth term as sheriff would have ended in December, had Tracy not first 

announced his unexpected resignation in a Utah County Commission meeting July 3. 

Tracy’s sudden announcement indicated that his reason for resigning five months short of 

his fourth term as sheriff had to do with a disagreement with the commission over 

funding for jail, though he later said deteriorating health and allowing the incoming 

sheriff to have a say in the budget process factored into his decision. 

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/jim-tracy-hands-in-his-keys-
after-nearly-years-as/article_5f2cd1f7-7fbb-5224-a178-74e09af29521.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, July 29-August 4. 

Utah County votes to oppose any needle-exchange program

Utah County commissioners are declaring their opposition to the establishment of any 

needle exchange program, citing fears of discarded needles and possible legal liability. 

The Daily Herald newspaper reports the county's addiction-prevention director Richard 

Nance said Tuesday many such fears are unfounded, but the resolution opposing a 

program passed with a 2-1 vote. It was introduced by Utah County Commissioner Bill 

Lee after the idea was informally proposed at town halls called to address opioid 

addiction in the county. County Commission Chair Nathan Ivie said a needle-exchange 

program run by a nonprofit could be an addiction-fighting tool, but his colleagues 

disagreed. Needle exchanges are aimed at curbing the spread of disease by making clean 

needles available. Public health officials say they can help reduce drug use by keeping 

drug users healthy and directing them to counseling programs.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/state-and-regional/utah-county-votes-to-oppose-any-
needle-exchange-program/article_8c341d5e-844a-5768-b561-cd10e4053439.html

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, September 2-8. West Jordan man arrested after 

reportedly punching, biting Provo police officers

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/jim-tracy-hands-in-his-keys-after-nearly-years-as/article_5f2cd1f7-7fbb-5224-a178-74e09af29521.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/jim-tracy-hands-in-his-keys-after-nearly-years-as/article_5f2cd1f7-7fbb-5224-a178-74e09af29521.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/in-split-vote-utah-county-commission-opposes-consideration-of-syringe/article%E2%80%94a1375d4f-4708-572c-b577-271bea495ac9.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/state-and-regional/utah-county-votes-to-oppose-any-needle-exchange-program/article_8c341d5e-844a-5768-b561-cd10e4053439.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/state-and-regional/utah-county-votes-to-oppose-any-needle-exchange-program/article_8c341d5e-844a-5768-b561-cd10e4053439.html


Provo police arrested a 25-year-old West Jordan man after he reportedly punched and bit 

police officers. Travis Fuimaono was arrested Tuesday on suspicion of the third-degree 

felony of assault on a peace officer in uniform, the class A misdemeanor of assault on a 

peace office in uniform, the class B misdemeanor of interference with an arresting officer 

and the infraction of failure to make a written report after a car crash. Police responded 

Tuesday to a traffic crash where two occupants of a vehicle walked away, according to a 

police report. An officer located the vehicle that had damage to the front and to a stop 

sign. A man in another vehicle reportedly approached the office and said that vehicle 

belonged to Fuimaono.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/west-jordan-man-arrested-after-
reportedly-punching-biting-provo-police/article_650e8c56-ff58-59fe-93b1-
96c1860d9123.htm

Provo Issues, 1 minute, 12a-4a, September 16-22. Provo university stocks food pantry 

for students

Rocky Mountain University of Health Professions didn’t know how often its new food 

pantry for students was going to be used. Within days of the new semester starting, 

employees started noticing items disappearing. “It is constantly being used,” said Sara 

Hicken, the coordinator of academic administration for the university.The student food 

pantry began this summer after Hicken read about how many students struggle with food 

insecurity. With students on tight budgets, and others who find themselves low on cash 

while they await reimbursements, she reached out to employees to see if they’d be 

willing to donate.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-university-stocks-food-

pantry-for-students/article_4673b66f-605e-552f-ba6f-c1f5b2f0bc12.html 

Provo Issues, Radio From Hell, 1 minute, 12a-4a and 6a-10a. Pole Creek Fire passes 

100,000 acres in size, Bald Mountain Fire burns more than 18,000 acres

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/west-jordan-man-arrested-after-reportedly-punching-biting-provo-police/article_650e8c56-ff58-59fe-93b1-96c1860d9123.htm
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/west-jordan-man-arrested-after-reportedly-punching-biting-provo-police/article_650e8c56-ff58-59fe-93b1-96c1860d9123.htm
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/west-jordan-man-arrested-after-reportedly-punching-biting-provo-police/article_650e8c56-ff58-59fe-93b1-96c1860d9123.htm
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-university-stocks-food-pantry-for-students/article_4673b66f-605e-552f-ba6f-c1f5b2f0bc12.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/central/provo/provo-university-stocks-food-pantry-for-students/article_4673b66f-605e-552f-ba6f-c1f5b2f0bc12.html


The Pole Creek Fire passed 100,000 in size by Sunday morning, and fire officials say that 

there is additional growth potential throughout the day Sunday. According to the U.S. 

Forest Service, the Pole Creek Fire was reported Sunday morning at 101,423 acres, with 

the Bald Mountain Fire at 18,596 acres. The Pole Creek Fire is 34 percent contained and 

the Bald Mountain Fire has reached 20 percent containment. Firefighters are expecting 

high wind speeds and low humidity on Sunday, with it being a red flag day, which the 

U.S. Forest Service says could lead to increased fire activity.

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/pole-creek-fire-passes-acres-in-size-bald-

mountain-fire/article_ab9349d5-7928-5833-9fe0-Creators and fans connect and 

learn together at CVX Livebd32bca60a4f.html

https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/pole-creek-fire-passes-acres-in-size-bald-mountain-fire/article_ab9349d5-7928-5833-9fe0-bd32bca60a4f.html
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