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1 State Sen. Ed McBroom
The Upper Peninsula State Fair has been postponed until 2021 due to COVID-19 
restrictions. McBroom serves on the U.P. State Fair Authority. Talked about why they 
decided not to hold the fair. They had been preparing to see how they could hold the 
fair.

Frank Pearson, Bay de Noc Great Lakes Sports Fishermen
The group spent the weekend stocking walleye into Little Bay de Noc. The received fry 
from a tribe in Wisconsin. Michigan is not stocking fish due to COVID-19.

2 State Sen. Ed McBroom
As chair of the Senate Oversight Committee, he has been reviewing the response to 
COVID-19 at nursing homes in Michigan. He talks about the what he learned and what 
can be done to facilitate a better way of dealing with the problem. The state has been 
using nursing homes as hubs for COVID patients that some say caused a spread 
through nursing homes.

Delta County Sheriff Oswald
Talked about ORV enforcement for those not riding on trails. They are riding illegally on 
county roads. Homes owners complain of the noise.

3 David Dziewior, Delta County Veterans Services Director
Food baskets were distributed to veterans for the Fourth of July. He says it is a great 
day to honor veterans. They distributed 80 baskets. He the response was tremendous. 
The baskets included corn on the cob, hamburger, hot dogs, brats, baked beans and 
other items that can be used for a picnic.

Doug Leisenring, Superintendent of the Delta Schoolcraft Intermediate School District
Talked about the Governor’s return to school map that was announced. He is pleased 
that it allows students to return to in-person instruction. Other items need to be 
considered such as school buses.

6 Ed Legault, Delta County Economic Development Alliance
Talks about CARES Act money being used by Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation to distribute $4.5 million in Region 8 which covers the Upper Peninsula. An 
online application starts July 13. Process closes July 29.

Don Blakenship and William Mohr, Constitution Party candidates for President, Vice 
President
Talks about why they are running for office as a third party. Feel they are better 



alternative to the two parties when it comes to financial obligations.

7 Tonya Gartland and Sue Gartland, Delta Animal Shelter
The shelter is open by appointment due to COVID-19. Animals for adoption are posted 
on social media. They are moving animals, 79 animals, by this method. They received 
106 animals that were surrendered to to the shelter. Fundraising efforts are difficult.

Karlee Metzger, musician
She competed in the Voice and is no working in the Nashville area as a songwriter. 
COVID has put a lot of her writing on pause. Talked about how she writes music. She 
will be performing Mo’s Pub on Saturday.

8 Emily DeSalvo, Delta County Administrator
The county board talked about sharing the cost of the legal effort on the Dark Store 
issue. The board tabled the request until someone from the city could attend the county 
meeting. The county has already contributed more than $50,000 to the city’s efforts.

9 Rory Mattson, Delta Conservation District
The conservation district is looking for money to develop the proposed ATV campground 
at Rapid River Falls Campground. They are receiving $85,000 from the Natural 
Resources Trust Fund. The project might be delayed.

State Sen. Ed McBroom
The Livestock Advisory Committee at the U.P. State Fair decided to try and continue the 
Junior Livestock Auction that is usually held during the fair. McBroom laid out the 
schedule of the shows throughout the week and livestock sale at the end of the week. 

10 Doug Leisenring, Superintendent of the Delta Schoolcraft Intermediate School 
District
The governor is starting to walk back her desire to open schools in the fall. Leisenring 
says that is why it is important to develop the three plans for providing education. Talked 
about the plans and what each requires.

Mimi Klotz, Clear Lake Education Center
Spring programs were cancelled and now summer programs and rental groups 
cancelled. That has caused a problem for funding at the camp. They have been able to 
provide some program. Fall programs are also starting to be cancelled. They are 
starting a new Facebook page to raise money for the camp.

13 Hugh Kloert, Huron Jewel
Talked about the unique sailboat style brought to Escanaba. They are giving tours and 
explain the construction of the boat. He and his wife built the boat with friends.

Julie Mallard, United Way of Delta County and Clare Lutgen, Bay Cliff Camp
Mallard says they are expecting to hold a virtual campaign this year because of 
COVID-19 restrictions. Looking at different way to inspire people to donate to the cause 
without personal contact. Lutgen talks about offering programs online. The camp serves 



disabled kids. 

14 Grace Sviland and Allana Klouse, Robomos
The high school students are holding a golf outing to raise funds for the robotics team. It 
is at the Escanaba Country Club. The funds are used to operate the high school team.

15 Brett Gardiner, Delta County Prosecutor
Talked about the high number of COVID-19 executive orders from the Governor. Says 
they are more cryptic than laws which are more detailed making it difficult for law 
enforcement to understand and enforce. Talked about compliance of executive orders in 
the area.

Larry Gravet, Escanaba Harbormaster
He is retiring after 12 years. Talks about his love of sailing. Talked about Little Bay de 
Noc being a great place for sailing. Talked about the the new dock ad what it means for 
Escanaba.The Marina Fest will not be held this year due to COVID.

16 Laura Coleman, Bay College President
The golf tournament sponsored by the foundation has been cancelled. They are talking 
about some other type of fundraiser because students are in need to assistance in 
different ways than usual because of COVID-19. Talked about they are going to be 
doing going into fall. One is to start early to end by Thanksgiving break. Some classes 
will be online, others in person or a combination of both.

John Malnar, candidate for Delta County Commission District 1 
Talked about why he is running for the county board after previously serving as a 
Democrat. Says it was a tough decision. He is challenging Jerry Tatrow in the August 
Primary. Says he loved being a county commissioner. He is currently on the road 
commission board. No one is running on the Democratic ticket.

17 Patrick Jordan, Escanaba City Manager
The city council spent more than two hours talking about a recreation marijuana 
ordinance. The city requested a two year delay on allowing those businesses in the 
area. He is concerned on the social effects on the community.

Doug Leisenring, superintendent of the Delta Schoolcraft Intermediate School District
Says the next three or four weeks could come up with all sorts of options. The had 
another animated meeting with public health officials on how they can operate safely. 
Ideas include zoning playgrounds to separate students. Other issues include hallways, 
buses and food distribution.

20 Rick Elrod, Delta County Non-Motorized Trails
They are partnering with the Department of natural Resources to build a single track 
trail for mountain biking at the Days River Pathway. It will wind through existing the 
existing trail system. It will be more of a flowing trail compared to other trails in the U.P. 
Looking for volunteers to held build the trail.



21 Coby Fletcher, Escanaba School Superintendent
Talked about mask use that they are talking about for students if schools can offer in-
person instruction. It will depend on the class. Those that don’t change can cohort. 
Those who change each class would be require to wear masks.

Jay Kulbertis, Gladstone and Rapid River School Superintendent
School bard meeting discussed how to get student back in the classroom for fall school. 
Talking about what the state expects from them. They are starting before Labor Day. 
Discuss centered around the executive order that developed the Return to Safe 
Schools.

22 Dave Moyle, Delta County Commissioner
He is running for re-election but is running as a Republican rather than a Democrat. He 
has Democratic opposition following a 2nd Amendment Sanctuary County effort. Talked 
about that effort and other issues he dealt with as commissioner. Proud of building the 
jail. 

Ron Miaso, Gladstone Downtown Development Authority
A portion of 9th Street will be closed as part of the 9th Street Project. He says the 
construction is going smoothly. It is on schedule and is expected to be completed in 
November.

23 Aly Sullivan, Grouleau Memorial Race
The event in honor of Christian Grouleau is to let the community know there is help 
available for those considering suicide. Aly talked about Christian and the need to help 
those with mental health issues. End the Silence helps people considering suicide.

Dan Bender, Chair of Escanaba Downtown Development Authority and Scott Czasak, 
DDA director
Scott was hired as new director of DDA. Bender wants the DDA to work on a new 
kitchen at the marketplace. Businesses have been impacted by the COVID-19 
restrictions.

24 State Rep. Beau LaFave
Working on a $2.2 billion budget shortfall for a budget affected by COVID-19. Schools 
received more funds than anticipated in current budget. Talked about he problems with 
the governor issuing executive orders without consulting the legislature.

Doug Leisenring, Delta Schoolcraft Intermediate School District Superintendent
The area school district are working through their reopening plans. Need to be 
completed by mid-August, just a few weeks before school starts. Schools are sending 
surveys out to parents to gauge what they will tolerate during the pandemic.

John Stapleton, Delta Area Transit Authority
The DATA bus is asking for a renewal of operating millage in the August election in 
certain districts. Talked about how the money is used. If defeated, there will be no 
service. Talked about the benefits of the transit authority.



27 Rebecca McIntyre, candidate for Delta County Commission
She is running for Delta County Board in November election. Talked about potential of 
Delta County and importance of jobs, infrastructure. She has experience in public 
service. 

Linda O’Dell, candidate for Congress in Democratic August Primary
Running in the Democratic Congressional Primary. She is concerned about the 
government and wants to help Michigan. She says she can listen to others. Whats to 
protect the Great Lakes, end racial injustice and ending the pandemic.

28 Brad Mantella, Gladstone City Commission
Talked about the 4th Street Project. It will be done in conduction with the 9th Street 
Project. Says the 9th Street Project is making a difference. They setup a hearing to 
extend the life of the Downtown Development Authority. The DDA amendment is needed 
because the DDA is helping to fund the 9th Street Project with bonds that go beyond the 
current life of the DDA

Renee Ritcher, candidate for 108th State Representative
Talked about the challenges of campaigning during COVID-19 pandemic. She has been 
attending local meeting online. Talked about the risks of different age groups in school 
with COVID. Says they can’t be afraid to reimagine what school might look like.

29 Sue Roll, Bonifas Arts Center
A lot of things are happening at the Bonifas despite the pandemic. Music Mondays have 
been held in Ludington Park. One more concert to go for the season. Talked about the 
different classes and workshops available.

Coby Fletcher, Escanaba School Superintendent
They recently put out a survey to gauge four options for presenting education this fall. 
They plan to offer all four options. Said they had a good response. Only 49 percent 
wanted their kids back in school.

30 1st Lt Gregg Cunningham, Gladstone State Police Post Commander
Talked about business complying with the mandated mask order. They are getting calls 
of violations. Don’t have resources to comply. Talked about new Troopers at the post.

Dana Ferguson, candidate for Congress in the Democratic Primary
They have been doing more digitally to connect with voters. It some ways, it has 
connected people from different parts of the district. Addressing the COVID-19 
pandemic needs a plan to address concerns. Need to focus on education, health care 
and mental health. 

31 Doug Leisenring, superintendent of the Delta Schoolcraft Intermediate School 
District
Talked about how the new COVID-19 restrictions might affect schools. Area schools are 
making COVID-19 plans fro students to return to the classroom at the end of August. 



Talked about students traffic changes in hallways, classrooms and more building 
entrances. Talked about bussing challenges that school district have to deal with.

Gerald Tatrow, Delta County Commissioner
He is running for re-election. He wants the county to have a constitutional outlook. He 
also wants to address the drug issue in the county. Also concerned with the county 
budget due to COVID-19. Doesn’t know what the state is going to do. He says his 
biggest achievement is the construction of the county jail. He was instrumental in the 
construction. He is proud of saving the county about $2.5 million for the financing of the 
jail with a visit to the White House.
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3 Tony Perino, Escanaba Athletic Director and Coby Fletcher, Escanaba School 
Superintendent
Talked about the possibility of fall sports stating this fall. Football cannot use equipment 
until later in practices. Talked about the challenges of scheduling during the COVID-19 
pandemic. He does not agree that contact sports such as football be delayed until 
spring. It would cause problems with plying Wisconsin teams.

5 Emily DeSalvo, Delta County Administrator
The county board talked about the rising number of COVID-19 cases in Delta County. 
The Michigan National Guard helped to take tests. Talked about a contract between the 
Delta County Sheriff’s office and Hannahville Indian Community to house tribal inmates. 
Talked about moving unities from the former Sheriff’ office to the courthouse. Initially, thy 
were going to leave the furnaces and chillers where the were, Now, considering moving 
it.

State Rep. Beau LaFave
Talked about the general election now that the primary is compete. Says he has 
accomplished his two initial goals of lowering auto insurance and educational 
opportunities to allow students to find jobs locally. He also talked about the problem of 
campaigning during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

6 Delta County Sheriff Ed Oswald
Ran unopposed for re-election. Says he likes making a difference as Sheriff. He is 
proud of hiring the right personnel. Talked about handling inmates from the Hannahville 
Indian Community. Jail population is down because of CVOID-19. They have 22 
inmates that need to be in state prison. 

Jesse Traub, Pete Dzanbonoff, Jim Soderberg, Players de Noc
They are doing an online version of Cassablanca. It will be a bit different than people 
will remember from the movie. Traub is directing the play. It will be a radio-style 
production with costume pieces. Talked about the play and differences than performing 
onstage.



7 Escanaba City Manager Patrick Jordan
The council met virtually last night after meeting indoors. Says they are getting better at 
doing virtually meeting but it does cause problems with public participation and council 
interaction. Talked about the reduction of the planning commission from 9 to 7. During 
process, the council will take over duties until commission can get a quorum. The 
council allowed any business in the downtown to use sidewalks without a variance. It is 
for bars and restaurants in the area but can be used by retail as well.

Jason Allen, Michigan Director of USDA Rural Development
Talked about several projects being funded by USDA Rural Development including $7 
million for Bessemer Township in Gogebic County for an updated water system and 
$250,000 Houghton for continued repairs from the Father’s Day flood. Other grants 
include Menominee County, Bessemer School District, Ironwood Schools and Calumet.

10 Steve Swanson, Scott Cormier, Hilltop RV Superstore
They have been surprised by the number of people interested in buying RVs during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. They are having a difficult time keeping RVs in stock. Many are 
first time buyers. Many come from outside the state demand causes shortages in other 
areas.

Julie Mallard, United Way of Delta County, Lori Guilliani, RSVP
Mallard talked about the COVID-19 grants they have been handing out. Many are now 
coming from schools especially for clear masks for teachers. Getting ready for fall 
campaign. It will be held online this year. Guiliani says they have had disappointed 
volunteers because COVID-19 cancellations. Including Reading Buddies and 
assistance with Meals on Wheels.

11 Coby Fletcher, Escanaba School Superintendent
They have submitted they COVID-19 Response Plan. It includes masks requirements, 
using common areas, mask breaks, cohortoing recess. Wants to walk fine line of 
keeping students protected and still being able to learn. They have been in regular 
communications with parents to keep up on constant changes. They have online, in 
class and hybrid options.

12 Lauren Wickman, Delta County Assistant Prosecutor
Talked about the online version of the Amazing Race event this year. It is a fundraiser 
for the Child Advocacy Center. New challenges will be issued each day. Talked about 
the center is operating. It has re-opened just a few months ago. Talked about law 
enforcement’s role during the COVID-19 pandemic. She says it is a balance that is 
needed. Says most people have been complying the best that they can.

13 Cody Norton, Large Carnivaror Specialist
Talked about six new sightings of cougars in the Upper Peninsula. Last fall was 11, the 
highest so far. He says it looked. Time stamps help to determine if they are the same 
animal. Talked about managing cougars in Michigan. Does not believe they are living in 
the U.P.



Frank Pearson, Bay de Nic Great Lakes Sports Fisherman
Talked about the chemical spill from the Escanaba Paper Mill that killed fish on the 
Escanaba River. Says the DNR did a good job responding. Early still to know if the 
black liquor used in pulp production had a major effect on fish population. The spill 
happened at the mill’s wastewater treatment plant.

14 Jennifer Johnson, Michigan DNR Fisheries Biologist
Not sure what exactly happened to the fish in a die off in the Escanaba River. The DNR 
observed above and below the dam. More than 300 fish have been collected of different 
varieties and sizes. It’s too early to say if a chemical spill will have a long term impact.

18 Jay Kulbertis, Gladstone and Rapid River School Superintendent
Talked about the COVID-19 plans that were submitted to the state. The plans are for in-
person interaction although they have remote learning and a hybrid instruction. About 
10 to 15 percent of parents want full online instruction. Most of the plan deals with 
protocols such as riding on school buses, monitoring for symptoms. K-5 students will be 
cohorted. 

Coby Fletcher, Escanaba School Superintendent
The school board approved feeding all students through the Community Eligibility 
Provision. Includes free breakfast and lunch. Says it is a benefit for kids. Says it is tough 
for students to learn when hungry. Breakfast is now in the classroom. Talked about 
nutritional values of the meals.

19 Emily DeSalvo, Delta County Administrator
The board is now meeting online. The county is looking at updating its broadband to 
capability. Talked about how the county offices are dealing online with the public. Says it 
can be challenging for the courts. Talked about the delays of the master plan due to 
COVID-19. The county is contesting a cost increase due to COVID-19. Public comment 
is currently being taken.

Steve Benoit, United Steelworkers Union
They are holding an informational protest to let the public know about the union dispute 
between employees and Bishop Noa. Says the long process is discouraging. Says they 
need public awareness.

20 Laura Coleman, President of Bay College
Been working one week with in class instruction. No issues with wearing a mask. First 
day included 11 doors at different locations. Each students received hand sanitizer and 
a coupon for the cafertia because they did not have a picnic this year. 40 percent of 
classes are online. Campus classes are less populated or have nearby second classes. 
She calls it a new breed o student

Andrea Sorenson, Laurie Branstrom Memorial Livestock Expo
It is being held instead of the U.P. State Fair. Includes livestock only. Although she 
normally superintendent of poultry. Poultry, dairy and horse exhibits are not being held. 
They had hoped to debut an egg competition including ducks. She is judging the books 



the kids have to keep to raise their animals.

21 Lisa Kobasic, Carolyn Mosikee and Mandy Kobasic, 2nd Annual Tim Kobasic Crown 
Mixer Golf Tournament
Attempting to hold the event during the pandemic. Not worried about people. They fill 
the event within a few days. Last year went well. Hoping this year does as well. They 
had a lot of donations for prizes and support. The funds raised will be used to offer 
scholarships for students in conservation or EMP. It is in honor of Tim Kobasic, their 
father who past away two years ago.

Doug Leisenring, Superintendent of the Delta Schoolcraft Intermediate School District
Excited about getting students back in school in a week. They now have directions from 
the state on how offer in-person instruction. Talked about the funding through a student 
count with some students online. It includes a blend from the student attendance from 
the year before the pandemic. School districts are worried about losing money from 
students dropping.

Patrick Jordan, Escanaba City Manager
The council had a second reading of the marijiuna ordinance. It extends an opt out until 
September of 2022. There was support from business owners from Marquette and Iron 
Mountain interested in starting a business in Escanaba. Talked about the drug problem 
in the community. Is concerned about retail of the drug in the community

Phylis French, Ann Harrington, U.P. State Fair Authority
Talked about the Laurie Branstrom Memorial Livestock Expo that has been going on at 
the U.P. State Fairgrounds in place of the U.P. State Fair. Talked about the importance 
of going forward with the competition. Talked about trying to hold the U.P. State Fair 
despite COVID-19 restrictions. Said the decision was painful. Felt it was important to 
hold some type pf livestock show.

24 State Rep. Beau LaFave
He bought a lamb at the Laurie Branstrom Memorial Livestock Expo Saturday at the 
grandstands. Also on Saturday, he attended a Second Amendment rally at Ludington 
Park. He says it will be a big issue if Joe Biden is elected President. Talked about his 
position on gun rights. Talked about his disappointment with the re-appointed of a tax 
tribunal judge that has been at the center of the Dark Store tax loophole. 

25 Eric Buckman, Gladstone City Manager and Brad Mantella, Gladstone City 
Commission
Talked about the process of the 9th Street Project. About half paved. Main route was 
closed causing traffic problems. Construction is happening on time. Talked about 
painting the water storage tank behind the water plant. It is meant to increase the life of 
the tanks. A mixer will also be installed.

27 1st Lt. Gregg Cunningham, Gladstone State Police Post Commander
Shared a story about the new K-9 on his way to Gladstone who was stopped in Gayllord 
o help with a search. Murphy found cocaine in the vehicle. The dog and handler are 



now in the area. Talked about the importance of K-9s at the post. He will be used as a 
tracker and drugs. Talked about the number of deaths in traffic crashes in Michigan. 
Concerned that the number us high when travel is less during the pandemic. People 
have turned to alcohol and drugs which is causing crashes.

28 Scott Czasak and Dan Bender, Escanaba Downtown Development Authority
The DDA board met at the Escanaba Marketplace and talked about the kitchen upgrade 
at the marketplace. It will be a commercial kitchen that can be used for catering or help 
businesses interested in the food industry. Business has not been good under 
COVID-19 but they say people are supporting local businesses. 

Doug Leisenring, Superintendent of the Delta Schoolcraft Intermediate School District
Classes open next week. Some schools are starting Monday, others Tuesday. There. 
Are no open houses. They were held virtually to let students know where to go. The ISD 
is still at 600 students despite the pandemic. Talked the budget. Hiring social workers 
and literacy coaches. Feels good that funding for those positions will remain.

31 Roy Dahlgren, U.P. Trappers Association
They were able to hold the banquet just days before the Governor shut down the state 
in March. They have not had a face-to-face meeting since. Talked about trapping turtles 
in the summer. Roy made chowder from a turtle he caught. 

Wendy Irving, Parent of three students
She choose to send her kids to school. They had first day school photos today before 
they left. They are in 1st, 3rd and 7th grades. She says they are excited to return. 
Talked about the difficulty of online learning. Says she is not concerned about her kids 
returning to the class. 
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1 Delta County Sheriff Ed Oswald
Talked about a tornado that touched down west of town that destroyed two portions of a 
storage unit. It caused the closure of U.S. 2 for a time. Talked about the response. Also 
chased a four wheeler yesterday with a four wheeler that the Sheriff has or 
enforcement. Made it to the scene faster than with a patrol vehicle. It was stolen vehicle. 
There was no arrest. Talked about the use of the side-by-side ORV in law enforcement.

Sue Gartland, Delta Animal Shelter
Talked about their response to the puppy mill that the Michigan State Police shutdown. 
It included a large number of dogs, many pregnant, a several horses. Says the volume 
is overwhelming. They were able to get good volunteers. The dogs were in poor 
condition.

2 Emily DeSalvo, Delta County Administrator
Talked about the county’s budget, a difficult process during the pandemic. There is talk 
about budget cuts from the state. They are meeting with department heads to talk about 



cuts. She says it is balancing act. Cuts were made in the courts because they are 
currently not holding jury trials due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Sue Roll, Bonifas Arts Center
It was announced that Irina Bruno has been named the new director. Sue is stepping 
down for family reasons. She is remaining with the Bonifas to help with grant writing. 
Talked about her years a director. Talked about the direction of the arts center. Says the 
Bonifas routine is now more structured. The pandemic has affected membership and 
classes.

4 Patrick Jordan, Escanaba City Manager
Talked about the sale of property at the new site of BayBank to allow for the drive-up at 
the bank. The sale is not expected to affect the operations of the Civic Center. Site 
plans will now be submitted to the planning commission. Talked about the 
Redevelopment Ready Community status and whether it is worth renewing. It inches 
changes that the city would need to complete.

Doug Leisenring, Delta Schoolcraft Intermediate School District
Says the return to school was absolutely perfect. Says kids were happy to be in school. 
No mask issues. It was announced yesterday that fall sports including football can 
continue. Talked about the need for substitute teaching 

Nick Nolde, Lake Shore Live
The concert will be held Sept. 4. It is the fourth year for the event. It will be held outside 
at the Karas Bandshell in Ludington Park. Says the venue leads to community concerts, 
Talked about the protocols needed to hold the event. 

9 Rick Elrod, Delta County Non-Motorized Trails
Talked about We Dig Wednesdays that are being held at the Days River Pathway for the 
single track trail for mountain biking. Installing new trail at the pathway. Hoping to 
complete about a mile of new trail. Looking for volunteers to help during the We Dig 
Wednesday activity.

Kim Peterson, Escanaba Recreation Director
Talked about the city’s Rock the Dock events in June and August and the 906 Day this 
past weekend. The 906 Day had poor weather, wind and cold along with rain. Planning 
for a Labor Day event has been postponed until next year because of COVID-19 
pandemic. It will include a labor memorial at the Municipal Dock.

10 State Sen. John Cherry, State Sen. Scott VanZingel
Testified before the Senate Natural Resources Committee on legislation that would 
prevent using FOIA to find game for hunting. A hunter used that for hunting grouse. It 
disrupted a grouse study that the DNR was conducting. They says it was an unfair 
advantage.  

Al Ettenhofer, U.P. Whitetails
It has been difficult for non-profits to raise funds and holding meetings. They decided 



not to hold a fall banquet after not holding a spring banquet. They will not distribute 
apple trees next year for wildlife habitat. There are other activities that are also affected.

11 Doug Leisenring, superintendent of the Delta Schoolcraft Intermediate School 
District.
The return to school remains positive. Attendance at the Learning Center has been 
good. He says they are getting better at using technology. The system is in place if they 
need to shutdown in-person instruction. Talked about the job that social workers are 
doing. Several hundred students are being helped. He is asking that parents know how 
to contact teachers so they can communicate.

State Sen. Ed McBroom
Talked about the possible implications of high school athletes wearing masks while 
competing. He is not in favor or requiring a mask while competing.  Talked about the 
negotiations of the state budget that needs to be completed by Oct. 1. Talked about the 
re-appointment of a tax tribunal judge at the heart of the Dark Store issue. He has not 
taken a position on her appointment yet. 

14 Julie Mallard, United Way of Delta County and Lannie Berg, Welcome Newborns
The United Way campaign is officially underway. The workplace campaigns have 
begun. There is no kick off event. Mallard says it will be a different type of year because 
of COVID-19. They are hoping to raise $150,000. Welcome Newborns are having 
difficulty meeting with new parents. Warns of shaking babies with the Period of Purple 
Crying program. 

15 Brand Mantella, Gladstone City Commissioner
Commission approved the Gladstone Downtown Development Authority plan through 
2041 after a second hearing last night. The process included a 10-person board on the 
operations of the DDA. Talked about some of the projects in the DDA plan such as a 
tunnel under the highway to connect the two sides of the city. 

17 Laura Coleman, President of Bay College
The Governor signed an executive order last week offering free college tuition for 
frontline workers. Already have a landing page on website to help those interested for 
taking classes at Bay. They must sign up with the state. They have four years to 
complete degrees. Bay College has not been overly impacted by COVID-19 cases.

Roy Dahlgren, U.P. Trappers Association
He is asking hunters to donate antlers for a fundraiser in an era were banquets and 
raffles can’t be held because of COVID-19. They will be sold through the national 
organizations. Money is used for the youth workshop held in Hermansville in February.

18 Autumn Conroy and Don Ausbury, Old Glory Firearms
They are holding a customer appreciation day outside of the business in Gladstone. 
Talked about the event and their business. The store has been open for a little more 
than a year. They sell firearms and holding concealed weapons courses.



22 Jay Kulbertis, Gladstone and Rapid River Schools Superintendent
They are handling COVID-19 issues. Says it has been a revolving door of students. 
They having been adjusting to the changes. Says the way that classes have been setup 
has helped to control school transmission of COVID-19. There have been no campus 
issues.

Coby Fletcher, Superintendent fo the Escanaba Schools
Don’t know if they will have a football game on Friday. Says it is one of the challenges 
they face. The number of quarantines have been a shock for him. The feeding waiver 
has been extended through December which allows offering food to parents with kids 
younger than school age. They are offering five lunches and dinners.

23 Jason Allen, State Director of the USDA Rural Development
Talked about two grants in the Upper Peninsula in Munising and Manistique. The 
Manistique project was an emergency project due to a break. Talked about how 
communities can talk advantage of the program.

24 Steve Kwarchnay, Delta County Veterans Council Commander and Vern Blawkamp, 
state VFW membership director
Talked about Vern’s trip through the U.P. He says he has heard a lot of negativism. He 
wants to start a new post but people are worried may are elderly and younger vets don’t 
want to join. He says the VFW needs a large voice in Washington and local community. 
Need to serve veterans and help with issues like suicide.

25 1st Lt. Gregg Cunningham, Gladstone State Post Commander
Talked about an event at the Manistique Outpost to support local law enforcement. E 
says the outpost has been a success since it opened recently. He says drugs is one of 
the big issues the outpost deals with. Talked about patrolling the U.S. 2 and 41 between 
Gladstone and Rapid River here construction was just competed. It includes new turn 
sections that are different than before. Speed he says has been a growing problem.

25 Doug Leisenring, Delta Schoolcraft Intermediate School District
The Jr. and Sr. High School closed due to COVID-19. Hannahville also closed for 
contact tracing and cleaning. Talked about the procedure for schools to close and go to 
online learning. The area is in a high risk factor. He says the problem escalated quickly. 
He says communication is important for parents.

28 Jean Fulton, ABATE of Michigan and Kevin Robitoy, Marine Corps League
Talked about the 2nd annual Fall Family Fun Day at the U.P. State Fairgrounds. It raises 
toys for the Toys for Tots at the Marine Corps League. The Touch a Truck activity 
displays a lot of equipment such as racing cars, cranes , loaders, fire trucks and Valley 
Med helicopter. Kevin says there is going to be a big need for toys this holiday season. 
The event will also have Halloween candy and they can wear customs.

Coby Fletcher, Escanaba School Superintendent
The Jr and Sr High Schools are started online education for two weeks. The school 
found school transmission within the building. Talked about what will happen during the 



closure. Getting chrome books out to students. 

29 Joe Kaplan. Common Coast Resource and Conservation and Joe Akin, ArborJet
Talked about the effort to save Mountain Ash trees from the Emerald Ash Borer. They 
are injecting trees to prevent wide spread die offs. It is important because large die off 
can be expensive and overwhelming for city crews to remove. They are in the second 
year of injecting trees in the city.

Brand Mantella, Gladstone City Commissioner 
City Manager contracted COVID-19 but has now returned to work. There is concern of 
rising numbers in Delta County. They contacted employees to make sure things were 
ok. The commission approved change order to the 9th Street Project to remove some 
properties from the assessments because roadway did not need to be torn up. The 
commission approved hazard pay for election workers over COVID safety concerns.

30 Paula Jordan, Bonifas Arts Center
Talked about the Night of Magic and Wizardry that will be held online this year. They can 
pickup the kits for the night. Talked about an art class for kids that is progressive. Some 
classes have been cancelled due to COVID-19 concerns. Went through other actives 
for October.

Dennis Dufek, Artist
Has carved fish at the Wild Life exhibit at the Bonifas. He loves to fish and turned to 
carving. He woks to make them look very realistic. Talked about the process to make 
each fish. 


