














KMYT Local News of Public Interest:                             Education 
 
Owasso Teacher Highlights Diversity During Hispanic Heritage Month 
 
Date: 10/1/21 6:30pm                                        Duration: 2:05                              Tanya Modersitzki  
 
Elo Wilcoxen is a Spanish teacher at Owasso Seventh Grade Center. Wilcoxen has been teaching for 30 
years and brings her own heritage and culture to her students. Half of her curriculum stems from typical 
Spanish grammar lessons while the other includes projects on events like Day of the Dead. Wilcoxen 
says it’s vital to immerse students in the culture. Wilcoxen has taught student-athletes who have gone 
on to compete in the NBA. She says her goal is to educate as many children as possible about her 
culture.  
 
Tulsa Public Schools Take Part in National Walk to School Day 
 
Date: 10/6/21 9am                                         Duration: 1:30                               Amanda Gilbert 
 
More than 100 Tulsa Public Schools students took part in National Walk to School Day. It’s a national 
movement that aims to get children moving and a daily dose of exercise. It’s also a way to bring 
awareness to a need for safe sidewalks for students to use during the day. Tulsa’s students started at 
Woodward Park before arriving at their schools. 
 
Union High School Hosts Open House for New e-Sports Arena 
 
Date: 10/12/21 9am                                        Duration: :25                               Ron Terrell 
 
The Union High School Freshman Academy is hosting an open house for it’s new e-sports arena. Parents 
and families can come see the students show off the new facility. Union Public Schools joins 9 other 
districts across the state to launch the Oklahoma e-sports league just a few years ago. It’s the first high 
school sponsored e-sports league in the state.  
 
Tulsa County Schools Experience Bus Driver Shortages 
 
Date: 11/1/21 6:30pm                                     Duration: 2:05                              Tanya Modersitzki  
 
Schools across Green Country are dealing with bus driver shortages, leading to longer wait times in both 
the morning and afternoon for students. The bus drivers who are currently working are dealing with an 
increased workload. Drivers are also working during the pandemic, as they continue to keep the bus 
clean during each shift. School districts say they are actively recruiting for new drivers while keeping 
parents’ updates about delays.  
 
Oklahoma City Teachers Fired Over Refusal to Wear Masks  
 
Date: 11/5/21 9am                                           Duration: :20                               Michelle Linn 
 
Five teachers in the Oklahoma City School District were terminated for not wearing masks amid the 
pandemic. The district had a mask requirement in place. The terminated teachers have hired a lawyer, 



who claims that there is a state law preventing districts from requiring masks in schools. Parents 
gathered for a recent school board meeting to show support for the terminated teachers.   
 
Tulsa Public Schools Hosts Tribal Recognition Ceremonies  
 
Date: 11/8/21 6:30pm                                      Duration: :40                               Sara Whaley 
 
Tulsa Public Schools celebrates Native American Heritage Month with a special ceremony honoring tribal 
nations. The ceremony includes individual nations and their flags. The partnership between each nation 
and Tulsa Public Schools allows children to be educated about the history and culture of Native 
Americans.  
 
Broken Arrow Superintendent Resigns  
 
Date: 12/16/21 6pm                                         Duration: 2:20                             Tanya Modersitzki  
 
The Broken Arrow School Board voted to approve the resignation of Dr. Janet Vinson, who served for 
five years. Chuck Perry has succeeded Vinson in the role, he was promoted from Assistant 
Superintendent. Perry has been with the district for 8 years and attended Broken Arrow schools. Perry 
also plans on tackling the teacher shortage, bus driver shortage, and general staffing shortages.  
 
Green Country Schools Tackle Threats on TikTok 
 
Date: 12/17/21 6:30pm                                          Duration: 2:05                                 Tanya Modersitzki  
 
Multiple schools across Green Country were forced to heighten security after a nationwide threat was 
shared on the social media platform TikTok. The challenged encouraged students to create acts of 
violence on campus. A bomb threat was made at Will Rogers High School in Tulsa, while other threats 
were made against administrators. No threats were carried out, but administrators are urging parents to 
keep a close eye on their child’s social media accounts.  
 
Growing Petition Aims to Change Honor Code at Oral Roberts University  
 
Date: 12/22/21 9am                                           Duration: 1:50                                 Scott Martin 
 
A growing online petition is asking Oral Roberts University to change its honor code. Those supporting 
the petition says the code discriminates against the LGBTQ+ community. The petition is part of a 
movement involving a civil action lawsuit that challenges Title 9. The suit was filed by the Religious 
Accountability Project, who calls the religious exemptions unconstitutional.  
 


















