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Section I. Issues 

The stations have identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this 
quarter: 

A. HEALTH – COVID-19/Coronavirus is the main conversation in Grand Rapids.  Interviews covered 
research, local medical response and community programs.  

B. MENTAL HEALTH – Fear is another conversation in Grand Rapids. Interviews covered helping 
adults and children process their fears and anxiety during the pandemic. 

C. ECONOMY - Job loss, furloughs, business closings were plentiful in Grand Rapids. We covered 
the needs of local small businesses and talked about the changing economy during the 
pandemic. 

D. EDUCATION – With schools closed during the pandemic, we addressed remote learning for 
students and how parents can assist. 

E. CIVIL UNREST – A wave of protests and riots have swept the U.S. in response to the George 
Floyd murder, including right here in Grand Rapids.   

Section II. Responsive Programs 

“Sunday Morning Townsquare” is a locally produced 30-minute program that airs every Sunday 
morning at 6:00 a.m. on all five Grand Rapids stations.  The program log for this show is set forth below. 

 

Date 
Aired 

Issue Discussed.  Description of Program 

4/5/20 Health/Coronavirus – Maribeth Groen from local Heart of West Michigan United Way 
discussed their Coronavirus Response Fund for people to donate to help meet 
immediate community needs during the pandemic. 
Food Pantry/Housing - Major Glen Caddy of the Salvation Army discussed their efforts 
to assist Food Pantries, and making sure clients have proper housing. 
Health/Smokers & Coronavirus – Dr. Jonathan Winickoff, Professor of Pediatrics at 
Harvard Medical School and pediatrician at MassGeneral Hospital for Children 
discussed the dangers of smoking and E-Cigarettes, especially teens and young adults, 
who are more at risk during the pandemic. 

4/12/20 Homelessness – Marge Palmerlee, Executive Director of Degage Ministries discussed 
the pandemic impact on homeless women and how Degage has taken a proactive 
measure by moving their sheltered women to an area hotel for their safety. 
Mental Health – John DeVries, Chaplain in Spiritual Care at Metro-Health/University of 
Michigan Health discussed dealing with fear, how to regain control, and how to help 
our children as they struggle with their own fears during the pandemic. 



4/19/20 Senior Citizens Isolation in Retirement/Nursing Homes – Anne Keller & JoAnn 
Abraham discussed the isolation of their residents at Clark Retirement Community 
during the pandemic and how they have been able to help them. It began with a 
Facebook post asking if people could write to some seniors, and now cards and letters 
arrive from around the world. 
Drugs and Children – Vicki Kavanaugh of the Talk Sooner.org program discussed that 
with the “stay-at-home” orders in Michigan, it is a good time to have a discussion with 
your children about drugs. 
Heath & Plasma Therapy for COVID-19 – Dr. Gordana Simeunovich, infectious disease 
specialist at Spectrum Health in Grand Rapids, discussed their trial program treating 
COVID-19 patients with blood plasma from patients who have recovered from the 
disease. To date, 47 of the 60 most severe patients have fully recovered. 

4/26/20 Climate Change & Air Quality – Kevin Stewart of the American Lung Association gave 
an air quality report for West Michigan and an update on progress made improving our 
air quality. 
Health and the Underfunding of Public Health – John Auerbach, President & CEO for 
the Trust for America’s Health discussed chronic underfunding of public health and 
emergency preparedness systems that has left the U.S. vulnerable to health security 
risks like COVID-19.  

5/3/20 Health/Testing for COVID-19 – Dr. Dan O’Brien, Chief Medical Officer for several 
healthcare startups. Dr. O’Brien addressed proper and accurate diagnostic testing for 
COVID-19. 
Economy/PPP, Paycheck Protection Program – Jack Hanney, CEO of Patriot Gold 
Group. Jack talked about how the program is helping people, small businesses and 
what he thinks the future holds for the economy during the pandemic. 

5/10/20 Education – Tanner Higgins, Director of Education Editorial Strategy Common Sense, 
addressed the issue of schools closing and how parents and students can get the most 
out of digital learning. 
Economy/Communication – Grand Rapids Mayor Rosalynn Bliss addressed how the 
city is handling the pandemic situation regarding mass transit, health department, and 
the diverse population, and making sure the city is providing multi-language 
communication to all. 

5/17/20 Foster Care – Phalesha Keys of the West Michigan Partnership for Children, spoke 
about children in Foster Care, keeping them safe during the pandemic, and making 
sure each child has an adult advocating for them. 
Communication – John Paul Mendocha, author of “Remote Work for a Better World,” 
spoke about how many have turned to on-line communication, House Party, Zoom, 
etc., and how to keep your communications safe from hackers. 

5/24/20 Outdoor Safety – Amtchat Edwards, Education Specialist with the USDA Forest Service. 
With more activities moving outdoors to be a bit safer from the Coronavirus, Amtchat 
spoke about camping and campfire safety.  
Economy & the Auto Industry – Nik Miles, National Auto/Transportation expert and 
automotive journalist, spoke about the auto industry getting back to work. Being a 
major part of Michigan’s economy, Miles addressed the effects on Michigan and the 
U.S. 

5/31/20 Education – Author and educator Stephen Haff spoke about his book “Kid Quixotes.” 
Through a class project of translating Don Quixote from Spanish to English, and 



creating a bilingual musical based on the student’s lives, he found it not only motivated 
the students to want to learn, but gave them purpose, and inspired audience members 
at the performance. 

6/7/20 Health & Accurate Diagnostic Testing – Dr. Dan O’Brien, a medical futurist and robotic 
technology and gene editing specialist, discussed the importance of accurate testing 
for COVID-19 so professional sports can begin. He addressed new tests coming online 
and how they will help. 

6/14/20 Economy – Scott Bartnick, founder of the Five-Day Startup, talked about the changing 
economy during the pandemic with people not going back to jobs, and working 
remotely. Many want a career change with Bartnick offering advice on starting an 
eCommerce business.  
Mental Health /Anger and Grief – Asha Tarry, psychotherapist, life coach, addressed 
processing anger and grief regarding the George Floyd murder and the systemic 
treatment of people of color. In our current news cycle, she offered ideas on managing 
anxiety. 

6/21/20 Health – Dr. Robert Marks, professor of surgery and chief of the Division of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery at the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine, researcher 
and author, discussed his book The Deadly Prescription, his fictional, but accurate 
portrayal of big pharma’s quest for profits at any cost, and how this relates to today’s 
high cost of drugs. 

6/28/20 Health - Lynn Erdman, CEO of the Association of Women’s Health, Obstetric and 
Neonatal Nurses, discussed SIDS, Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, on-going research, 
and how new parents can look for warning signs.  
Civil Unrest – Grand Rapids Mayor Rosalynn Bliss discussed the Grand Rapids protests 
and riots of May 30, what happened, the police and city response, the ensuing 2-night 
curfew, and how the city is addressing the issue currently. 

 


