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Summary:  The theme is emergency preparedness—an Eyewitness News Special that 
wrapped up a month long ABC7 campaign, a public affairs initiative whose focus was to help 
Southern California residents prepare for a national or local disaster.  
 
Our first story focused on how to earthquake proof your home.  KABC-TV Eyewitness 
Reporter Carlos Granda interviewed Tom and Debbie Rundberg, who live in a model home 
for earthquake safety. They walked us through their home showing us simple, yet, life-saving 
tips to keep your home secure and safe if an earthquake were to strike. Lucy Jones, M.D., 
Chief Scientist for the MultiHazards Demonstration Project for the U.S.G.S. also talks to us 
about the dangers and the probability of the next “big one” hitting Southern California soon.  
 
Next, we talk to local school officials to find out how local public and charter schools in Los 
Angeles are prepping. Bob Spears, the Director of Emergency Services for Los Angeles 
School District gave us tips on how our local schools are taking precautionary measures in 
preparation for a local or national disaster. Tara Thomas, a local teacher for L.A.U.S.D. 
expressed her excitement for attending an emergency preparedness class that is mandatory 
for all new teachers in the district. We visited Reseda High School to speak to Tony Ribald, 
Assistant Principal, to check-out just how ready this high school feels in case of a national or 
local disaster. Nick Samaniego from the American Red Cross showed us additional 
emergency bins that have been placed at a few school throughout Los Angeles, as part of a 
city wide initiative to stock all local school with extra emergency supply bins.  
 
Following this story is a piece centered on protecting your most important documents during a 
disaster and how to preplan for it.  Ric Romero, our KABC Eyewitness News Reporter 
interviewed Herb Kahn, Disaster Preparedness Trainer for his tips on how to prepare for a 
disaster. He is an emergency disaster specialist who keeps a detailed inventory of documents 
he'll need in the event of an earthquake, fire or other major catastrophe. The Torrance 
resident keeps comprehensive checklists of key documents, emergency contacts, and home 
inventory lists. Bob Spears, the Director of Emergency Services for Los Angeles School 
District also share his tips on how to safe guard the most important items in a home.  
 
Also, Lisa Hernandez, KABC-TV Eyewitness News Reporter talks to Eric Grossman from The 
Red Cross in Glendale to help you prepare for an earthquake.  
 
As part of helping Southern California residents, ABC7 visited a local family that was not 
prepared for a disaster to help them get ready. Chris and Thelma Chaparro, along with their 
three kids go through the steps of prepping for an earthquake, possible terrorism attack, or 
any other kind of local/national disaster.  
 
Last, it is simply a fact of life in Southern California, brush fires threaten and destroy homes 
every year, and with the worst of fire season still approaching, time is quickly running out for 
residents to protect their property. John Gregory, KABC-TV Eyewitness News Reporter 
interviewed Fire Inspector Jason Hurd, of L.A. County Fire to get more tips on how to keep 
you family and home safe from brush fires.  
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