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ARTS 
 

 
 

WLIW Arts Beat #202 
Airdate/Time: October 1, 2015, 7:30pm; October 4, 2015, 9am; October 6, 2015, 11:30pm; 
October 15, 2015, 7:30pm; October 18, 2015, 9am; October 29, 2015, 5:30pm & 7:30pm; 
November 1, 2015, 9am 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description:  This episode explores the many cultural events Long Island has to offer including 
“October Arts Month.” WLIW Arts Beat steps inside the Nassau County Museum of Art to learn 
about its history and current exhibitions, gets a preview of November's Gold Coast International 
Film Festival, and meets a contemporary painter from the Finger Lakes Region of New York who 
found his talent quite by accident. 
 
 

66th & Broadway #201 
Airdate/Time: October 1, 2015, 9pm; October 4, 2015, 3:30pm; October 9, 2015, 1am 
Length: 60-minutes  
 
Description:  Internationally acclaimed singer, pianist, and comedian Mark Nadler performs songs 
from his cabaret act, 1961, at the Tisch WNET Studios at Lincoln Center. Highlights include 
Broadway’s “Once in a Lifetime,” “I Believe in You,” and “Sail Away,” Patsy Cline’s “Crazy,” “Moon 
River” from Breakfast at Tiffany's, and a show-stopping 50-song medley. 
 
 

66th & Broadway #202 
Airdate/Time: October 1, 2015, 10pm; October 9, 2015, 2am; October 18, 2015, 3:30pm  
Length: 60-minutes  
 
Description:  Grammy and Tony-nominated Broadway composer Frank Wildhorn (Jekyll & Hyde, 
The Scarlet Pimpernel, The Civil War) performs his best-loved songs, including Whitney 
Houston’s hit “Where Do Broken Hearts Go?” and "A New Life" from Jekyll & Hyde. He is joined 
by singers Clint Holmes, Carrie Manolakos, and Adrienne Warren. Filmed at the Tisch WNET 
Studios at Lincoln Center.  
 
 

Theater Close-Up #202 
Airdate/Time: October 18, 2015, 9pm; October 22, 2015, 1am  
Length: 130-minutes  
 
Description:  From the Mint Theater Company: Joe Delafield, Annie Purcell, Rachel Napoleon, 
and John Tufts star in Ferenc Molnár’s 1917 comedy of character set in a high-class 
haberdashery in Budapest. Directed by Davis McCallum (London Wall). 
  
 

WLIW Arts Beat #203 
Airdate/Time: November 5, 2015, 5:30pm & 7:30pm; November 8, 2015, 9am; November 19, 
2015, 5:30pm & 7:30pm; November 22, 2015, 9am 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description:  In this episode, filmmaker Ron Rudaitis shares his documentary Youth Food 
Revolution, which explores the growing Youth Food Movement and its impact on the nation’s 
education and economy. Also, WLIW Arts Beat examines guitarist Alex De Grassi’s musical 
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connection to the art of filmmaking, explores artist Karen Gustafson’s studio of fruit and vegetable 
drawings, and meets a sculptor who channels the art of ancient Greece and Italy. 
 
 

Theater Close-Up #203 
Airdate/Time: November 15, 2015, 9pm; November 19, 2015, 1am  
Length: 92-minutes  
 
Description:  Filmed at the Acorn Theatre on Theatre Row: the true story of Simon Wiesenthal, 
"the Jewish James Bond," written by and starring Tom Dugan. Blythe Danner hosts. 

 

 
 

 
 

EDUCATION 
 

 

 

American Graduate Day 2015 
Airdate/Time:  October 3, 2015, 11am 
Length:  7-hours    
 
Description:   "American Graduate: Let's Make It Happen" is a public media initiative - supported 
by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting - to help students stay on the path to on-time high 
school graduation and future success. AMERICAN GRADUATE DAY 2015 is a full-day broadcast 
and outreach event dedicated to engaging our country around the dropout crisis with special 
celebrity guests, relevant spokespeople and compelling stories from the students themselves. At 
its core, it preserved the same broadcast format as last year's AMERICAN GRADUATE DAY, 
leveraging a unique production and community engagement model both locally and nationally. 
 
 

PBS Newshour #11415 
Airdate/Time:  December 8, 2015, 6pm  
Segment Length:  5:26    
 
Description:   What the first round of test results say about Common Core progress: The 
Common Core standards raised expectations for students across the board. This fall, results 
came in for the first time, and in many places, they were disappointing. John Tulenko of 
Education Week reports. 
 
 

PBS Newshour #11417 
Airdate/Time:  December 10, 2015, 6pm  
Segment Length:  7:08    
 
Description:   New education law shifts federal influence over public schools: After years of 
debate, President Obama and Congress have finally agreed on a new education law. The Every 
Student Succeeds Act, the successor of No Child Left Behind, still requires annual testing of 
some students, but it does not give the federal government the power to impose penalties on 
underperforming schools. Alyson Klein of Education Week joins Judy Woodruff for a closer look. 
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ENVIRONMENT/NATURE 

 
 

Nature #3302 “Nature’s Miracle Orphans: Wild Lessons” 
Airdate/Time: October 1, 2015, 8pm; October 6, 2015, 2pm; October 8, 2015, 12am 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Two-toed baby sloth Pelota learn to be independent in Costa Rica, while in 
Australia, young kangaroo Harry must be taught to socialize with his mates. Baby fruit bat Bugsy 
needs special help when his mother can't provide milk. 
 
 

Nature #3303 “Big Birds Can’t Fly” 
Airdate/Time: October 8, 2015, 8pm; October 13, 2015, 2pm; October 15, 2015, 12am 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description:  This is the unique story of flightless birds. They say a bird is three things - feathers, 
flight and song. But what happens when you're a bird who can't fly, who can't sing, and whose 
feathers are closer to fluff? Is this an evolutionary joke? Flightless birds include ostriches, emus, 
rheas, cassowaries and kiwis, and, interestingly, all have evolved independent of each other on 
different continents. Research has shown that some of these big birds at one time could fly, but 
once the dinosaurs were wiped out, these same birds no longer needed to take flight from their 
enemies. As they began to explore a world rich with food and free from predators, they grew fat, 
and their legs grew long and strong - until the day they discovered that although they had become 
good at walking, they'd also become too heavy to fly. 
 
 

Nature #3304 “Soul of the Elephant” 
Airdate/Time: October 15, 2015, 8pm; October 20, 2015, 2pm; October 21, 2015, 12am 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description:  Ironically, every dead elephant with its ivory intact is a reason to celebrate. It means 
an elephant died of natural causes, not bullets, snares or poison, and a soul was allowed to be 
celebrated and mourned by its herd. Award-winning filmmakers, Dereck and Beverly Joubert start 
with the remains of two bull elephants and through a series of key flashbacks, look at the lives 
they would have led, the dramas they may have seen, their great migrations for water with their 
families, and their encounters with lions and hyenas. This film, shot over two years, is an intimate 
look at elephants through the lens of perhaps the greatest storytellers of natural history. 
 
 
Everything is Different Now: Rockaway After The Storm  
Airdate/Time: October 25, 2015, 9pm; October 28, 2015, 3am; October 29, 2015, 2pm; October 
30, 2015, 1am 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description: In October 2012, Superstorm Sandy blew a forgotten New York City boardwalk off its 
pilings and just as suddenly jutted Rockaway, the city’s remote barrier island, into the eyes of the 
world. Everything Is Different Now documents the devastation while unfolding the larger tale of a 
neglected jazz-era beach community, already struggling to re-define itself, now facing the 
increased precariousness of life on a low-lying island. Love for beach in the time of global 
warming adds tension to the stories of diverse Rockawayans: surfers, cooks, former police 
officers, construction workers, artists, all practicing resiliency. Everything Is Different Now 
celebrates the famously carefree Rockaway spirit as residents and businesses re-build and 
prepare for the next, bigger storm. 
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Nova #4220 “Making North America: Origins” 
Airdate/Time:  November 5, 2015, 9pm; November 11, 2015, 2pm; November 12, 2015, 1am 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Host Kirk Johnson explores the 3-billion-year story of how our continent came to and 
how forces of almost unimaginable power gave birth to North America.  From palm trees that 
once flourished in Alaska to huge eruptions that nearly tore the Midwest in two the program 
examines how the continent was shaped and how it shaped us. 
 
 
Nova #4221 “Making North America: Life” 
Airdate/Time:  November 12, 2015, 9pm; November 18, 2015, 2pm; November 19, 2015, 1am  
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  This program reveals the surprising intertwined story of life and the landscape in 
North America-from origins to iconic dinosaurs to giant marine reptiles swimming in an ancient 
sea that once split the continent in two. 
 
 
Nova #4222 “Making North America: Human” 
Airdate/Time:  November 19, 2015, 9pm; November 25, 2015, 2pm; November 26, 2015, 1am 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  From Ice Age to oil boom, this program reveals the challenges faced and the wealth 
uncovered as humans take over the continent. How did we turn rocks into riches? And what 
catastrophic natural disasters could threaten the civilization we've built?  
 
 

 
 
 
 

HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 
 
 
Second Opinion #1211 “CPR in America” 
Airdate/Time: October 15, 2015, 10pm 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description:  90% of people who suffer out-of-hospital cardiac arrests die. Receiving immediate 
CPR can double or triple a person's chance of survival. But 70% of Americans feel helpless 
because they don't know CPR or they're afraid of hurting the victim. CPR IN AMERICA aims to 
change that. Second Opinion has partnered with the American Heart Association to produce a 
special with one key goal...to teach all of America Hands-Only CPR! This special was released in 
coordination with the release of the brand-new CPR guidelines in October 2015. This special 
includes documentary-style patient stories, a studio audience of survivors and rescuers, 
interviews with doctors who were involved in drafting the new guidelines, and easy to follow 
Hands-Only CPR demonstrations. 
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30 Days to a Younger Heart with Dr. Steven Masley, MD 
Airdate/Time: October 10, 2015, 6am; October 11, 2015, 4:30am; November 28, 2015, 6am; 
December 6, 2015, 7am; December 9, 2015, 3:30am & 2pm; December 10, 2015, 9:30pm  
Length: 90-minutes 
 
Description: Steven Masley, MD and his three simple steps may help patients turn back the clock 
and reverse the onset of aging and disease. He is a board-certified physician, nutritionist, 
longevity researcher and award-winning educator who is also a highly acclaimed chef, trained at 
the Four Seasons. In "30 Days to a Younger Heart", Dr. Masley shared the surprising news that 
Metabolic Syndrome, also known as pre-diabetes - not high cholesterol - is the number one 
cause of cardiovascular disease. Since the term metabolic syndrome is new to most, the doctor 
described how easy it is to determine your risk, and why so many Americans have it. Dr. Masley 
also educated viewers about the dangers of invasive, often unnecessary cardiovascular 
procedures. His 3 step Heart Tune-Up program is a guide to making lifestyle changes that may 
significantly reduce the likelihood of developing cardiovascular disease. He specifically discussed 
the impact food, nutrients and exercise have on making a measurable difference in the reduction 
of arterial plaque. 
 
 

On the Psychiatrist’s Couch with Daniel Amen, MD 
Airdate/Time: November 28, 2015, 9:30am;  November 29, 2015, 12am & 11am; December 1, 
2015, 4am; December 3, 2015, 12am; December 6, 2015, 9:30pm; December 9, 2015, 1:30am;  
December 12, 2015, 2:30pm 
Length: 120-minutes 
 
Description:  Dr. Daniel Amen is a double board certified psychiatrist, who has written 10 New 
York Times bestselling books, including Change Your Brain, Change Your Life. In his 10th 
national public television special Dr. Amen gives viewers the most important lessons he has 
taught thousands of patients over the last 35 years. Viewers learn how to quiet the mind, rather 
than being a victim of anxious, depressing thoughts, and learn a secret to dramatically improving 
relationships. Dr. Amen also gives very specific steps to boost mood, focus, and memory and 
decrease the risk for Alzheimer's disease.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

HERITAGE 

 

 
 
Italian Americans of New York and New Jersey #101 & #102 
Airdate/Time:  October 10, 2015, 3:30pm; October 11, 2015, 8am & 7pm; October 16, 2015, 1am 
Length:  3-hours 
 
Description:  Host Maria Bartiromo, whose grandfather was a Salerno bricklayer, focuses on 
America's largest concentration of Italian-Americans in this two-part celebration of their 
achievements, culture, and influence. With comment from Tony Bennett, Joe Piscopo, New York 
City Mayor Bill de Blasio, chef Lidia Bastianich, former Governor Mario Cuomo, and many others. 
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Latino Americans of NY & NJ 
Airdate/Time:  October 14, 2015, 8:30pm; October 16, 2015, 2:30am  
Length:  30-minutes 
 
Description:  This local companion program to PBS’s national documentary series Latino 
Americans” highlights the rich history, culture and influence that this large community has had in 
the metro region. As one of the oldest and broadest immigrant groups in the metro area, the 
Latino population includes people who originate from Mexico, Puerto Rico, Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic and countries in Central and South America. Today, over four million Latino Americans 
call the New York and New Jersey region home adding its own texture to the fabric of the region’s 
history and culture. This half-hour documentary is made up of personal stories, as told by 
members of the region’s Latino American community as well as experts in Latino history and 
culture.  

 
 
Jerzy Popieluszko: Messenger of the Truth 
Airdate/Time:  October 17, 2015, 3pm 
Length:  90-minutes 
 
Description:  Narrated by Martin Sheen, MESSENGER OF THE TRUTH tells the remarkable true 
story of Catholic priest and human rights activist Father Jerzy Popieluszko (1947-1984), whose 
faith, conviction and courage mobilized the people of Poland to stand against Communist rule 
during the 1980s. In his powerful sermons, Father Jerzy spoke about human rights, railed against 
injustice and tyranny, and advocated for truth and freedom. Archival recordings and footage from 
his masses provide a glimpse into how Father Jerzy's stirring oratory ignited and sustained the 
Polish Solidarity movement. Father Jerzy's following in this almost wholly Catholic country, not to 
mention his outspokenness on behalf of workers' rights, eventually drew the attention of the 
Soviet-backed regime and the secret police. Members of the Polish internal intelligence agency 
eventually succeeded in silencing Father Jerzy, assassinating him in 1984. Not surprisingly, 
Father Jerzy's death turned the young priest into a martyr and only served to further galvanize the 
movement and the nation. His legacy was further cemented in 2010, when Pope Benedict 
beatified Father Jerzy - the last step before achieving sainthood in the Roman Catholic Church. 
 
 
The Jewish Journey: America 
Airdate/Time:  November 22, 2015, 8:30pm; November 27, 2015, 1am 
Length:  90-minutes 
 
Description:  A film that tells the three part story of I) Jewish life in the old country, II) the reasons 
behind leaving their respective homes and journeying to the US and III) both the establishment of 
communities and the great accomplishments made in the US. 
 
 
Rising Voices / Hothaninpi 
Airdate/Time:  November 5, 2015, 10pm; November 12, 2015, 4am & 2pm  
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Before Christopher Columbus and his fellow Europeans arrived in North America, 
there were nearly 300 Native languages spoken north of Mexico. Today only half of those 
languages remain and experts say that by the year 2050, just 20 indigenous American languages 
will exist. RISING VOICES/HOTHANINPI is a one-hour documentary about how languages die - 
and how speaking them again can spark cultural and community restoration. The film focuses on 
the Lakota (often called "Sioux") language and culture, the history that forced the language 
towards near extinction, and the challenges Lakota face today as they struggle to learn their 
ancestral language and teach it to their children. The documentary is a portrait of a culture in flux, 
focusing on the myriad conflicts around the disappearing language on the Lakota reservations of 
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North and South Dakota. The Lakota nation is large, with more than 170,000 tribal members, and 
that number is growing. Yet only 6,000 people still speak Lakota, and the average age of its 
speakers will soon be 70 years old. Can the Lakota elders transmit the power of history and 
tradition, especially in the form of language, or will the heart and soul of their culture die with 
them? To examine this question, RISING VOICES introduces viewers to a range of people, 
including the teachers working to save the language and the Lakota trying to learn their ancestral 
tongue. Woven through the documentary are also short first-person films made by Lakota 
filmmakers - stories that illustrate the strong connections the artists have between the Lakota 
language and their everyday lives. 
 
 
Dear Albania 
Airdate/Time:  November 19, 2015, 10pm; November 26, 2015, 4am 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Albania is a land of contrasts and contradictions, of political strife and the deepest of 
family roots, of majestic mountains and beautiful beaches. It's home to a diverse people steeped 
in tradition and united by a common heritage and love. Today's Albania is both exotic and 
mysterious. Located across the Adriatic and Ionian Seas from the heel of Italy, the country is 
known for its prideful isolation and is tempered by two generations of Communist rule. Eliza 
Dushku, a well-known American actress (Buffy the Vampire Slayer) is of mixed Danish and 
Albanian descent, and in the past few years has become passionately interested in and 
connected to the country of her father's ancestors. In the documentary DEAR ALBANIA, she 
explores Albania's present, travels back in time to its past, and hears its hopes for the future. For 
Eliza and her brother, actor and producer Nate Dushku, it's a journey of cultural, historical and 
personal discovery. 

 

 
 
 
 

LOCAL INTEREST  
 

 
 
 
1964 World’s Fair 
Airdate/Time: October 4, 2015, 11pm; October 6, 2015, 7pm; October 8, 2015, 1am & 2pm  
Length:  60-minutes  

Description: The 1964-65 New York World’s Fair, held at Flushing Meadow in Queens, featured 
140 pavilions on a 646-acre fairground designed by renowned planner Robert Moses.  Taking 
place during the dawn of the space age, theme was “Man in a Shrinking Globe in an Expanding 
Universe.”  This documentary combines archival footage with interviews with adults who recall 
their childhood experience at the fair. 

 
Everything is Different Now: Rockaway After The Storm  
Airdate/Time: October 25, 2015, 9pm; October 28, 2015, 3am; October 29, 2015, 2pm; October 
30, 2015, 1am 
Length:  60-minutes 
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Description: In October 2012, Superstorm Sandy blew a forgotten New York City boardwalk off its 
pilings and just as suddenly jutted Rockaway, the city’s remote barrier island, into the eyes of the 
world. Everything Is Different Now documents the devastation while unfolding the larger tale of a 
neglected jazz-era beach community, already struggling to re-define itself, now facing the 
increased precariousness of life on a low-lying island. Love for beach in the time of global 
warming adds tension to the stories of diverse Rockawayans: surfers, cooks, former police 
officers, construction workers, artists, all practicing resiliency. Everything Is Different Now 
celebrates the famously carefree Rockaway spirit as residents and businesses re-build and 
prepare for the next, bigger storm. 
 

The Bungalows of Rockaway 
Airdate/Time: October 25, 2015, 10pm; October 28, 2015, 4am; October 30, 2015, 2am 
Length:  60-minutes 

Description:  Estelle Parsons narrates the colorful history of the beachfront bungalow 
communities on Queens’ Rockaway Peninsula. Interviews with former residents bring the 
bungalow heyday to life, and archival stills from the 20s, 30s and 40s -- including footage of the 
Marx Brothers and their families frolicking on Rockaway beaches -- illustrate why the area was a 
mecca for working-class families longing to escape the crowded streets of New York City. 

 
Atlantic City Nights: Strictly Sinatra 
Airdate/Time: December 12, 2015, 2pm 
Length:  30-minutes 
 
Description:  This new series spotlights top performers and venues both past and present in the 
Jersey shore's entertainment capital, Atlantic City. In this premiere episode, intimate stories are 
shared by Frank Sinatra,Jr. and others about Old Blue Eyes. 
 

 
 
 
 

LOCAL POLITICS & CONCERNS  
 
 
 
 
Metrofocus #1004  
Airdate/Time:  October 22, 2015, 5:30pm & 10:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Horse carriages are an iconic new York sight, but the practice is heavily debated. 
Metrofocus discusses the issue from both sides with animal rights activist Jane Velez-Mitchell 
and horse carriage owners. Plus, former NYC Police and Corrections Commissioner Bernard 
Kerik speaks about his mission to reform our criminal justice system after his experiences on both 
sides of the prison bars. 
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Metrofocus #1018  
Airdate/Time:  November 16, 2015, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description:  This edition covered the aftermath of Friday's terror attacks in France, with everyone 
from Paris to here New York/NJ and around the globe on edge.  While the manhunt continued for 
the suspects who killed 129 people in coordinated attacks at several locations in the French 
capital, a new ISIS video was released threatening similar attacks in Washington. Metrofocus 
provided analysis from former CIA Director Ambassador James Woolsey. Plus, reaction from 
New Jersey Imam Wahy-Ud Deen Shareef and U.S. Rep. Peter King (R-NY). 
 

Metrofocus #1022  
Airdate/Time:  November 23, 2015, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Two of the most powerful officials in New York State are on trial facing federal 
corruption charges. Metrofocus invited Political Anchor of NY1 News and Director of Urban 
Reporting, CUNY Graduate School of Journalism, Errol Louis to join the program to talk about 
what exactly is going on in Albany. Plus, reforming the Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey after the Bridgegate Scandal. New Jersey Capitol Report Anchor Steve Adubato breaks 
down what’s needed to overhaul this institution that affects every one of us. Sexual assault has 
increased in New York City by more than 5 percent over the last year. Also, in this edition:  In 
India, the ratio is staggering: a rape occurs every 22 minutes. The new Independent Lens 
documentary "India's Daughter" looks at one of the most horrific cases of rape in the country and 
we're talking about the issue with the woman who made the film. 
 
 
Metrofocus #1023  
Airdate/Time:  November 24, 2015, 5:30pm; November 27, 2015, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo took a big step announcing his plans to enact anti-
discrimination protections for transgendered New Yorkers. But what does that really mean for the 
community? Metrofocus speaks with transgender rights leader and Empire State Pride Agenda 
Foundation Board of Directors Co-Chair Melissa Sklarz. Also, Metrofocus talks with Laurie Dhue, 
one of the brightest starts in cable news who suffered from a years-long battle with alcoholism. 
She shares the story of her road to recovery and how she’s helping others do the same. 
 
 
Metrofocus #1038  
Airdate/Time:  December 21, 2015, 5pm, 7pm & 11pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: As New Jersey's roads and bridges crumble and the repairs costs rise, “New Jersey 
Capital Report” Anchor Steve Adubato explains how the gas tax can help. This episode also 
shines a spotlight on the common core initiatives, which determines what and when your child 
learns, as the program tunes in to New York State Education Commissioner Mary Ellen Elia at 
her monthly town hall-style program, “Connect NY.” And:  “New York Post’s” theater columnist 
Michael Riedel takes on the history of Broadway during the early 70s and 80s in his new book, 
“Razzle Dazzle: The Battle For Broadway.” 
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NATIONAL POLITICS & CONCERNS 
 

Metrofocus #1018  
Airdate/Time:  November 16, 2015, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description:  This edition covered the aftermath of Friday's terror attacks in France, with everyone 
from Paris to here New York/NJ and around the globe on edge.  While the manhunt continued for 
the suspects who killed 129 people in coordinated attacks at several locations in the French 
capital, a new ISIS video was released threatening similar attacks in Washington. Metrofocus 
provided analysis from former CIA Director Ambassador James Woolsey. Plus, reaction from 
New Jersey Imam Wahy-Ud Deen Shareef and U.S. Rep. Peter King (R-NY). 

 
 
PBS Newshour #11413 
Airdate/Time: December 4, 2015, 6pm  
Segment Length: 12:18  
 
Description: Shields and Brooks on the San Bernardino shooting, Trump’s poll appeal: 
Syndicated columnist Mark Shields and New York Times columnist David Brooks join Judy 
Woodruff to discuss domestic terrorism in the aftermath of the San Bernardino shooting, the 
continuing political debate over gun control, as well as the shape of the GOP presidential contest. 

 
 
PBS Newshour #11415 
Airdate/Time: December 8, 2015, 6pm  
Segment Length: 11:00  
 
Description: Are politics of fear driving anti-Muslim sentiment? The threat of attacks at home can 
drive divisive and dangerous rhetoric. How do we keep our fear in check? Gwen Ifill explores that 
question with Ronald Brownstein of The Atlantic, Dalia Mogahed of the Institute for Social Policy 
and Understanding and Khaled Beydoun of the Barry University School of Law. 
 
 

PBS Newshour #11419 
Airdate/Time: December 14, 2015, 6pm  
Segment Length:  9:22 
 
Description: Can a GOP that’s tough on immigration win over Latino voters?: Latino voters have 
emerged as a crucial bloc, in next year’s election and beyond. Are GOP candidates like Donald 
Trump doing more harm than good when it comes to expanding the party's base? William 
Brangham reports from Washington state one what one conservative group, bankrolled by the 
billionaire Koch brothers, is doing to recruit voters. 
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RELIGION/ETHICS 

 
 

 
Jerzy Popieluszko: Messenger of the Truth 
Airdate/Time:  October 17, 2015, 3pm 
Length:  90-min. 
 
Description:  Narrated by Martin Sheen, MESSENGER OF THE TRUTH tells the remarkable true 
story of Catholic priest and human rights activist Father Jerzy Popieluszko (1947-1984), whose 
faith, conviction and courage mobilized the people of Poland to stand against Communist rule 
during the 1980s. In his powerful sermons, Father Jerzy spoke about human rights, railed against 
injustice and tyranny, and advocated for truth and freedom. Archival recordings and footage from 
his masses provide a glimpse into how Father Jerzy's stirring oratory ignited and sustained the 
Polish Solidarity movement. Father Jerzy's following in this almost wholly Catholic country, not to 
mention his outspokenness on behalf of workers' rights, eventually drew the attention of the 
Soviet-backed regime and the secret police. Members of the Polish internal intelligence agency 
eventually succeeded in silencing Father Jerzy, assassinating him in 1984. Not surprisingly, 
Father Jerzy's death turned the young priest into a martyr and only served to further galvanize the 
movement and the nation. His legacy was further cemented in 2010, when Pope Benedict 
beatified Father Jerzy - the last step before achieving sainthood in the Roman Catholic Church. 
 
 

Religion & Ethics NewsWeekly #1910 
Airdate/Time: November 8, 2015, 10am  
Segment Length: 12:00 
 
Description: In this episode, Religion & Ethics covers:  A Year with the Quran: American writer 
Carla Power and madrasa-trained Sheikh Mohammad Akram Nadwi debated Islam’s holy book in 
search of interfaith understanding. She has written about the experience in her new book If the 
Oceans Were Ink: An Unlikely Friendship and a Journey to the Heart of the Quran. “People are 
going back to the basic texts, and they’re stripping away centuries of culture and tradition and 
looking for what they see at the heart of the religion,” she says. 
Criminal Justice Reform and the Faith Community: As part of his criminal justice reform efforts, 
President Barack Obama is pushing federal agencies to “ban the box” or refrain from asking 
prospective employees about their criminal histories on job applications. Host Bob Abernethy and 
managing editor Kim Lawton speak with Darren Ferguson, a former inmate and now pastor of Mt. 
Carmel Baptist Church in Far Rockaway, New York, about his work reforming America’s criminal 
justice system and the role being played by diverse communities of faith. 
 

  

Religion & Ethics NewsWeekly #1911 
Airdate/Time: November 15, 2015, 10am  
Segment Length: 8:41 
 
Description: In this episode, Religion & Ethics covers:  Saint Kateri and Native American 
Catholics: November is Native American Heritage Month. An estimated 25 percent of Native 
Americans are Catholic, but there are also longstanding tensions between the Catholic Church 
and some indigenous tribes. Early missionary efforts were often tied to colonization and its 
devastating effects on native cultures. For some Native Americans, their complicated relationship 
with the Catholic Church is symbolized in its first Native American saint, Kateri Tekakwitha. 
Managing editor Kim Lawton visits the annual Tekakwitha Conference to ask Native Americans 
what Saint Kateri’s legacy means to them. 
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The Jewish Journey: America 
Airdate/Time:  November 22, 2015, 8:30pm; November 27, 2015, 1am 
Length:  90-minutes 
 
Description:  A film that tells the three part story of I) Jewish life in the old country, II) the reasons 
behind leaving their respective homes and journeying to the US and III) both the establishment of 
communities and the great accomplishments made in the US. 

 
Peter and Paul and the Christian Revolution #101 
Airdate/Time: December 20, 2015, 9pm; December 26, 2015, 3am 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: In this episode: With their Messiah executed, their dreams crushed and their cause 
deemed subversive by the strongest empire the world had ever seen, Jesus's followers faced a 
bleak future. Their movement seemed destined for extinction. Incredibly, though, Jesus's 
survivors turned defeat to victory; devastation to jubilation. By one account, it happened on the 
shores of the Sea of Galilee where Simon Peter and others envisioned the risen Jesus. Re-
infused with hope and determination, Peter became an indomitable figure who would unite his 
group into a tight community of ardent believers. Dark days were coming however -- days of 
persecution, imprisonment and dispersal. And when they arrived, Peter found support from an 
unexpected source. His name was Paul. Paul had a startling revelation that led him to embrace 
Peter's faith as his own. It was a turning point in history. For once inspired, Paul turned his 
formidable talents to the task of spreading his new cause around the Roman Empire. Paul was 
educated, passionate and determined. But he was also dogmatic. And soon, he would be at the 
center of the most divisive conflict yet to face the young Jesus movement. 
 

 
Peter and Paul and the Christian Revolution #102 
Airdate/Time: December 20, 2015, 10pm; December 26, 2015, 4am 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: In this episode: Spread outside Judea by missionaries like Peter and Paul, the Jesus 
movement caught on quickly among Jews and non-Jews around the Roman Empire. With 
success, however, came challenges: challenges from hostile locals, imperial forces and from 
conflicting ideas within the movement itself. Paul -- adamant that there was no time for 
conversions -- fell into open and angry confrontation with some of the oldest Jesus followers. 
Peter, it seems, tried to mediate the conflict. "The Rock" became a stepping stone between the 
camps and, for a crucial period, helped keep the movement together. But the center could not 
hold. Paul struck out on his own, planting churches in his image around the Mediterranean and 
writing letters that would become central to all later Christian theology. Finally, in 70 AD, disaster 
struck the headquarters of the Jesus followers. After decades of rising tension, Judea erupted in 
revolt against Rome. War had been raging for four years. And when Rome finally established 
control, it destroyed much of Jerusalem; it torched the sacred Temple and enslaved the 
population. The scorched ground of Judea could no longer nurture a Jewish Jesus movement. 
And in the end, it was Paul's communities that would grow and change into the churches we know 
today. 
 
 

Martin Luther #101 
Airdate/Time: December 27, 2015, 9pm;  
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: In this episode:  Martin Luther is born into a world dominated by the Catholic Church. 
For the keenly spiritual Luther, the Church's promise of salvation is irresistible. Caught in a 
thunderstorm and terrified by the possiblity of imminent death, he vows to become a monk. But 
after entering the monastery, Luther becomes increasingly doubful that the Church can actually 
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offer him salvation. His views crystallize further when he travelsto Rome and finds the capital of 
Catholicism swamped in corruption. W racked by despair, Luther finds release in the pages of the 
Bible, discovering that it is not the Church, but his own individual faith that will guaratee his 
salvation. With this revelation he turns on the Church. He attacks its practice of selling 
Indulgences in his famous 95 Theses, putting himself on an irreversible path to conflict with the 
most powerful institution of the day. 
 
 
Martin Luther #102 
Airdate/Time: December 27, 2015, 10pm;  
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: In this episode:  The Catholic Church uses all of its might to try and silence Luther, 
including accusations of heresy and excommunication. Protected by his local ruler, Frederick the 
Wise, Luther continues to write radical critiques of the Church. In the process, he develops a new 
system of faiththat places the freedom of the individual believer above the rituals of the Church. 
Aided by the newly invented printing press, his ideas spread rapidly. He is called before the 
German imperial parliament in the city of Worms and told he must recant. Risking torture and 
execution, Luther refuses, proclaiming his inalienable right to believe what he wishes. His stand 
becomes a legend that inspires revolution across Europe, overturning the thousand-year-old 
hegemony of the Church. But as the reformation expands into a movement for social freedom, 
Luther finds himself overwhelmed by the pace of change and is left vainly protesting that his 
followers should be concerning themselves with God. 

 

 
 
 

VETERANS ISSUES & HISTORY 

 
 
  

CHAPLAINS #101 & 102  
Airdate/Time: #101: November 1, 2015, 9pm; November 6, 2015, 1am; 
#102: November 8, 2015, 10pm; November 13, 2015, 1am  
Length: 60-minutes each 
 
Description: CHAPLAINS takes the viewer into the dynamic world of chaplains-men and women 
who represent their own particular faith tradition, but are trained to be of comfort and support to 
everyone-religious or not. Through personal profiles, the documentary explores the daily life of 
chaplains throughout society, from their role in the military and the workplace to their work in 
prisons and behind-the-scenes of NASCAR. With a tradition dating back centuries, chaplains 
today are on the front lines-often in the midst of life and death situations- where the questions are 
the deepest, and the need for spiritual and pastoral care the greatest. The film provides a window 
into religious diversity in America today and the murky nature of the American principle of 
separation of religion and state. 
 
 

Doolittle’s Raiders: A Final Toast 
Airdate/Time: December 8, 2015, 10pm; December 13, 2015, 2am  
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: The bottle of 1896 Hennessy Cognac was uncorked in front of hundreds of people. 
The surviving World War II veterans from one of history's greatest military missions were about to 
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raise their silver goblets one last time ending a decades long tradition. It was time for the veterans 
to hold this final toast. They could wait no longer. Their numbers had dwindled to just a few. Many 
of the names of the 80 flyers who took part in the April 18, 1942 raid on Japan may not be familiar 
to most, but collectively they will always be known in history as the Doolittle Tokyo Raiders. Long 
ago these American flyers, aboard 16 B-25 bombers, had accomplished a daring mission that 
changed the morale of an entire nation. The aviators, led by famed commander Lt. Col. James 
Harold Doolittle, had taken the fight directly to the enemy for the first time in the war and delivered 
retribution for Japan's sneak attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. 
 
 

The American St. Nick 
Airdate/Time:  December 24, 2015, 8pm; December 26, 2015, 5am; December 28, 2015, 5am   
Length:  60-minutes 

Description:  World War II exacted a heavy toll on the people of Wiltz, Luxembourg, nearly 
destroying the small town. Occupied by German forces for four years, the town was subject to the 
whims of Nazi leadership: streets were renamed, the native language was banned, religious 
freedoms were curtailed, and Saint Nicolas Day was outlawed. The documentary THE 
AMERICAN SAINT NICK chronicles a day at the height of the war when the battle-weary 28th 
Infantry Division of the American Army returned hope and joy to the children and people of this 
war-torn town. On Dec.5, 1944, American soldiers, led by Harry Stuts, put their guns down for one 
day and organized a party celebrating the town's centuries-old Saint Nick tradition. Soldiers made 
hot chocolate from their D-rations, company cooks made donuts and cookies for the children, and 
22-year-old corporal Richard Brookins from Rochester, NY played the role of Saint Nick. An 
emotional and heartfelt story, THE AMERICAN SAINT NICK illustrates how American soldiers 
and residents of the hamlet were able to bond over a moment in time, creating a tradition that 
continues to this day.  

 
 
 
 


