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Program Notes for Public File

Section I. Issues
 History and Politics
 International Issues
 Climate
 Human Rights
 Crime
 Politics
 Medicine/Health Issues

Section II. Responsive Programs

Alternative Radio 2021 Q1 Program Notes
All programs below have aired 0600 on the dates listed below and are 60 minutes in duration.

Air Date: 21 March 2021: Gun violence exacts an enormous toll on U.S. society-claiming tens of 
thousands of lives every year. Many more thousands are wounded and scarred physically and 
psychologically. From malls to schools from places of worship to concerts there is no safe space. 
Weapons of war are easily obtainable. We have the spectacle of armed militias in combat gear 
roaming statehouses, threatening the lives of government officials and invading the national Capitol 
itself on January 6. The main lobby for guns is the National Rifle Association, the NRA. It resists 
common-sense reforms. No matter the tragic occasion, the NRA recites its slogan, “Guns don’t kill 
people, people kill people.” The NRA denounces calls for reasonable gun control as attacks on 
freedom and liberty. The organization’s actual history is hidden not only from the general public but 
even from its own members.

Air Date: 14 March 2021:  Milton Friedman is the godfather of modern conservative economics. A 
Nobel-prize winner, his ideas informed what is called the Chicago School. He laid the groundwork for 
Reagan-era neoliberalism with his landmark essay, “The Social Responsibility of Business is to Increase 
its Profits.” That’s pretty straightforward. Make as much money as you can. Society? It can take care of 
itself. In the decades since Friedman’s influential essay, concentrated monopoly corporate power has 
evolved into corporatism. What is it? Ralph Nader describes it as “the commercialization of just about 
everything at the expense of our civilization’s civic, spiritual, health, and safety values. It is crushing our 
democracy and corrupting our elections.”



Air Date: 7 March 2021: Fascism of the classic variety is associated with Germany, Italy and 
Japan. It ends at the conclusion of World War II. But in the recent years there has been the 
development of a different variety which is neofascism. Neo is a Greek prefix meaning new. From 
Modi’s India to Erdogan’s Turkey neofascist autocratic regimes have taken hold. There is a direct 
connection from the failed economic policies of what is called neoliberalism to neofascism. 
Neoliberalism was given a huge boost in the 1980s by Reagan and Thatcher. Its characteristics are 
deregulation, cutting government spending, shredding the social safety net, privatization and tax 
cuts for the rich. The result: widespread immiseration and discontent. In its wake, demagogues 
exploit the situation. They are coming to power by scapegoating, instigating violence against 
minorities, coupled with loud calls for “getting our country back,” and lots of flag

Air Date: 28 February 2021: Neo is a Greek prefix meaning new. Fascism of the classic variety is 
associated with Germany, Italy and Japan. It ends at the conclusion of World War II. But in recent 
years there has been the development of a different variety which is neofascism. From Modi’s India 
to Erdogan’s Turkey neofascist autocratic regimes have taken hold. There is a direct connection from 
the failed economic policies of what is called neoliberalism to neofascism. Neoliberalism was given a 
huge boost in the 1980s by Reagan and Thatcher. Its characteristics are deregulation, cutting 
government spending, shredding the social safety net, privatization and tax cuts for the rich. The 
result: widespread immiseration and discontent. In its wake demagogues, exploiting the situation, 
have come to power by scapegoating, instigating violence against minorities, coupled with loud calls 
for “getting our country back.” And lots of flag-waving.

Air Date: 21 Februart 2021: In his 1967 book Where Do We Go From Here? Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr wrote these prophetic words: “A true revolution of values will soon look uneasily on the 
glaring contrast of poverty and wealth. The oceans of history are made turbulent by the ever-rising 
tides of hate. We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today. We are confronted with the 
fierce urgency of now. This may well be mankind’s last chance to choose between chaos or 
community.” More than five decades later the chaos is all too apparent: When we look around we are 
faced with a raging pandemic with its mounting death toll, acute economic distress, a climate in peril 
and the fury of the January 6th insurrection and all that was behind it. We are at a proverbial 
crossroads. Collective action can address these problems. We can choose. What will it be? Chaos or 
community?

Air Date: 14 Bebruary 2021: James Baldwin was one of the most significant figures of the 20th 
century. In this moment of racial reckoning, his life and work are being discovered and rediscovered. 
He was born in 1924 and died in 1987. He graduated from high school in New York but was 
otherwise self-taught. He said, “I love America more than any other country in the world.” That’s 
why I reserve “the right to perpetually criticize her.” And criticize he did. In his classic essays such 
as The Fire Next Time and Notes of a Native Son and his novels Go Tell it on the 
Mountain and Another Country, he wrote about the white power structure, systemic racism, police 
brutality, sexism, homophobia, inequality and predatory capitalism.

Air Date: 7 February 2021: With few exceptions the corporate mainstream media operate within 
very narrow parameters. In one corner you have MSNBC’s Rachel Maddow and in the other you have 
Fox’s Sean Hannity. And they do present contrasting views but the boundaries of discussion are 
limited. Certain topics are taboo, such as U.S. imperialism or really existing capitalism, not the 



wonders of the free market propaganda we’re bombarded with. Deep institutional structures are 
never the focus of attention. Here and there people make mistakes and are called out. And tactics 
and policies are criticized but the overall framework of power remains intact and unchallenged. The 
corporate mainstream media fulfills its role as a cover for a system that is clearly failing for the many 
but benefits the few. But there are alternatives to the BS.

Air Date: 31 January 2021: Howard Zinn, professor emeritus at Boston University, was perhaps 
this country’s premier radical historian. He was born in Brooklyn in 1922. His parents, poor 
immigrants, were constantly moving to stay, as he once told me, “one step ahead of the landlord.” 
After high school, he went to work in the Brooklyn Navy Yard. During World War II, he saw combat 
duty as an air force bombardier. After the war, he went to Columbia University on the GI Bill. He 
taught at Spelman, the all-black women’s college in Atlanta. He was an active figure in the civil rights 
movement and served on the board of SNCC, the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. He 
was fired by Spelman for his activism. He was among the first to oppose U.S. aggression in 
Indochina. His book Vietnam: The Logic of Withdrawal was an instant classic. A principled 
opponent of imperialism and militarism, he was an advocate of non-violent civil disobedience. He 
spoke and marched against the U.S. wars on Afghanistan and Iraq. His masterpiece, A People’s 
History of the United States, continues to sell in huge numbers. Among his many other books 
are You Can’t Be Neutral on a Moving Train, Failure to Quit: Reflections of an Optimistic 
Historian and Original Zinn with David Barsamian.  Shortly before his death he completed his last 
great project, the documentary The People Speak. Always ready to lend a hand, he believed in and 
practiced solidarity. Witty, erudite, generous and loved by many the world over, Howard Zinn, friend 
and teacher, passed away on January 27, 2010. He would say, Don’t mourn. Get active. The struggle 
for peace and justice continues.

Air Date: 17 January 2021: The success and failure rates of civil resistance movements might 
seem like something studied at the U.S. Army War College. But social scientists and political activists 
always want to know why some tactics work, and some don’t. Boycotts, street protests, armed 
conflict, nonviolent and non-cooperation tactics, we’re seeing myriad forms of resistance as 
governments place greater restraints on freedom everywhere. But to what effect? Today we can 
measure our clicks, our quirks, and consumer trends at all levels of the economy. So why not look at 
resistance movements’ metrics of success? Whether Velvet Revolutions in Czechoslovakia and 
Armenia, the overthrow of the Shah of Iran, or the recent failed attempt to overthrow U.S. 
Presidential election results. The timing, the tactics, the strategy, and the nature of the political 
opponent are all key factors. 

Air Date: 10 January 2021: The pandemic has revealed a huge systemic failure in the ability of 
the U.S. to effectively attend to the well-being of millions of its citizens. World-class inequality has 
exacerbated the situation.  You don’t need a degree from MIT to figure out the score. The rich get the 
gold and most of the rest of us get the shaft. Once the dust settles post-pandemic there will be a lot 
less competition out there. Amazon, Walmart and a few other giants will be left with ear to ear grins 
and swollen bank accounts. Their wealth would make the robber barons of old swoon with envy. The 
capitalists love to pay lip service to competition but their real goal is total monopoly control. Politics? 
The same deal. Your choice is limited to two establishment parties.


