
 

 

 1 

     
 

 

KDKA-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAM LIST 

October 10, 2019 

 

 
KDKA-TV 

Pittsburgh, PA 

CBS Broadcasting Inc. 

Third Quarter – July 1, 2019 through September 30, 2019 

 

 

Attached are listings of broadcasts or broadcast segments, which, in the station’s judgment, 

reflect the station’s most significant programming treatment of ascertained issues during the 

preceding three-month period. 

 

KDKA-TV broadcasts both locally produced and network programming.  Although we 

include only local programs herein, KDKA-TV also broadcasts several network broadcasts 

including FACE THE NATION, 60 MINUTES, and 48 HOURS. 

 

PROGRAM INDEX 
 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
KDKA-TV and the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette produce this weekly half-hour program in which 

current community issues are discussed.  KDKA-TV’s Stacy Smith and Ken Rice, and Joe 

Smydo, Editorial Page Writer, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, are the hosts. 

Sunday, 6:30AM to 7:00AM 
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1.  ECONOMY 

Topics discussed in this category included a discussion on the Pennsylvania farm bill and the 

effect of tariffs on Pennsylvania farmers, a discussion regarding the trade war between the 

United States on China, a discussion on the state of the economy in the lead up to the 2020 

Presidential Election, a discussion on the volatility on Wall Street, and a discussion on the 

state of manufacturing in the Pittsburgh region. 

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, July 7, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guest:  Rick Ebert – Dairy Farmer 
The topic of this segment was on the Pennsylvania farm bill. Our guest was Rick Ebert, a 

Westmoreland County dairy farmer and president of the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau. He 

discussed the economics of farming in Western Pennsylvania, the products that independent 

farmers are able to create, and how the passing of a comprehensive farm bill could help the 

agriculture industry in the state. We also talked about the effect of tariffs on Pennsylvania 

farmers, including the tariffs on soybeans. 

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, August 11, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guests:  Erica Owen - Associate Professor, The University of Pittsburgh 

              Bob Miller - Economics Professor, Carnegie Mellon University  

The topic was the trade war and volatility on the global markets. Our guests were Erica 

Owen, an associate professor in the graduate school of public and international affairs at the 

University of Pittsburgh, and Bob Miller, an economics professor at Carnegie Mellon 

University. We discussed the trade war between the United States on China, its effect on the 

global market, and what it means for American consumers. We also examined the state of the 

economy in the lead up to the 2020 Presidential Election. 

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, August 18, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guests:  Risa Kumazawa - Duquesne University 

  Michael Godwin - Chief Investment Officer, Fragasso Financial Advisors 

The second segment looked at the volatility on Wall Street, after the biggest one-day drop of 

the Dow Jones Industrial Average in 2019. Our guests were Risa Kumazawa, the department 

chair of economics and finance at Duquesne University, and Michael Godwin, the chief 

investment officer at Fragasso Financial Advisors. We talked about the "inverted yield 

curve," often seen as a signal that a recession could be approaching. The guests also touched 

on U.S. trade, and how the global economy stands. 

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, September 8, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guests: Sandra DeVincent Wolf - Carnegie Mellon University  

 Suzy Teele – ARM (Advanced Robotics for Manufacturing) 

Our topic in this segment was the state of manufacturing in the Pittsburgh region. Our two 

guests were Sandra DeVincent Wolf, executive director of the Manufacturing Futures 

Initiative at Carnegie Mellon University, and Suzy Teele, head of marketing and 

communications for ARM - Advanced Robotics for Manufacturing. They talked about the 

work that is being pioneered in a new space called Mill 19, in an abandoned steel mill in 
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Pittsburgh's Hazelwood neighborhood. They discussed how artificial intelligence and 

robotics will be used in manufacturing jobs of the decades to come. 

 

 

2.  POLITICS 

Topics discussed in this category included discussions with a Democrat and Republican 

member of the U.S. House who spoke about a variety of issues, a discussion on the state of 

the Democratic primary for the 2020 Election, and a discussion regarding the whistleblower 

complaint against President Trump and an impeachment inquiry into the President's conduct. 

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, August 25, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 30 minutes 

Guests:  Mike Doyle (D) - Member of the U.S. House 

  Mike Kelly (R) - Member of the U.S. House 

Our first guest on this show was Congressman Mike Doyle, a Democratic member of the 

U.S. House who represents Pittsburgh and some suburbs in Allegheny County. Congressman 

Doyle discussed gun control in light of recent mass shootings. He also brought up the bills 

that he has authored in the House, including stopping robo calls and re-authorizing funding 

for treating people with autism. Other topics included immigration reform, the federal 

minimum wage, and the Congressman's town hall on climate change.  Our second guest was 

Congressman Mike Kelly, a Republican member of the U.S. House who represents 

Northwestern Pennsylvania. He talked about why he opposes gun-control measures that have 

been discussed, as well as how he sees the role of the Republican House Caucus as a 

minority within the House of Representatives. 

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, September 1, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 30 minutes 

Guests:  Kristin Kanthak - Associate Professor, The University of Pittsburgh 

              Melissa Hart - Political Strategist and former Republican Congresswoman  

Our two guests were Kristin Kanthak, an associate professor of political science at the 

University of Pittsburgh, and Melissa Hart, a political strategist and former Republican 

Congresswoman representing Western Pennsylvania. They discussed the state of the 

Democratic primary for the 2020 Election, as well as the challengers who are arising on the 

Republican side to President Donald Trump. 

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, September 29, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guest:  Dr. Andrew Simpson - Professor of History, Duquesne University 

Dr. Michael Poznansky – Professor, The University of Pittsburgh, explained 

Two experts discussed the whistleblower complaint against President Trump and an 

impeachment inquiry into the President's conduct. Dr. Andrew Simpson, a professor of 

history at Duquesne University, explained how the impeachment process works, why it is 

rare in United States history (this being only the 4th impeachment inquiry of a sitting 

President), and what will be the next steps in the process of possibly impeaching the 

President. Dr. Michael Poznansky, a professor of international affairs and intelligence studies 

at the University of Pittsburgh, explained how one makes a whistleblower complaint and 

what exactly the complaint contains. 
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3.  INFRASTRUCTURE 

Topics discussed in this category included a discussion regarding the area’s aging roads and 

bridges, a discussion regarding our future needs in terms of infrastructure as it relates to new 

technology, and a discussion about a $2 billion dollar plan to clean up water in the rivers of 

the Pittsburgh area.  

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, August 4, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 30 minutes 

Guests:  Cheryl Moon-Sirianni - Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (District 11) 

  Dr. Kent Harries - Professor at the University of Pittsburgh 

  Dr. ‘Raj’ Rajkumar - Professor at Carnegie Mellon University 

In the first segment of the show, our guest was Cheryl Moon-Sirianni, the District 11 

executive for the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT). She discussed 

PennDOT’s work to address its aging roads and bridges and specific projects that are in the 

department’s near-future to address landslides and flooding, as well as how to pay for our 

infrastructure needs.  The second segment of the show featured Dr. Kent Harries, a civil 

engineering professor at the University of Pittsburgh, and Dr. ‘Raj’ Rajkumar, a Carnegie 

Mellon professor and co-director of the GM-CMU Vehicular Information Technology 

Collaborative Research Lab. We discussed how the state compares to others in terms of its 

infrastructure grades, as well as how new technology like autonomous vehicles will fit in to 

the future of mobility in the region. 

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, September 22, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guest:  Douglas Jackson - Deputy Executive Director of ALCOSAN 

One expert from ALCOSAN, the Allegheny County Sanitary Authority, was on to discuss 

our second topic -- a $2 billion dollar plan to clean up water in the rivers of the Pittsburgh 

area. Douglas Jackson, the Deputy Executive Director of ALCOSAN, explained how 

ratepayers will pay for the plan, as well as the green infrastructure projects that can reduce 

the amount of storm water in ALCOSAN's sewer system, and therefore reduce the amount of 

raw sewage discharged into the rivers. 

 

 

4.  TRANSPORTATION 

Topics discussed in this category included a discussion about public transportation in 

Allegheny County, and a discussion about how the city has added more bike infrastructure 

over the last decade. 

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, July 14, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guest:  Katharine Kelleman - CEO of the Port Authority 

In this segment we talked about public transportation in Allegheny County. Our guest was 

Katharine Kelleman, the CEO of the Port Authority. She discussed what she has done at the 

agency since being installed as chief executive in January 2018, including the use of fare 

technology, the proposed Bus Rapid Transit project to Oakland and East End neighborhoods 

of Pittsburgh. We also talked about how public transit will be funded in the future, amid 

lawsuits and turmoil regarding the use of turnpike tolls to fund the Port Authority and 

SEPTA. 
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KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 

Sunday, July 28, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guest:  Alex Shewczyk - Communications and marketing manager for BikePGH  

The topic of this segment was the state of active transportation in the Pittsburgh area with 

Alex Shewczyk, the communications and marketing manager for BikePGH. She and our 

hosts talked about how the city has added more bike infrastructure over the last decade, as 

well as BikePGH’s advocacy to give more room on streets for people walking and biking. 

We also talked about OpenStreetsPGH, an event held the same day as the program that closes 

city streets to cars and creates room for people outside of motor vehicles. 

 

 

5.  HEALTH 

Topics discussed in this category included a discussion about the need to increase awareness 

of kidney disease and kidney donation, a discussion on dental care and dental insurance, a 

discussion on the effects of e-cigarettes (vaping) on young people, and a discussion about a  

report that shows disparities between white and minority health outcomes in the city.  

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, July 21, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guests:  Dr. Ngoc Thai - Transplant Surgeon, Chair of AHN Surgery Institute 

  Susan Stuart - President/CEO, Center for Organ Recovery & Education 

The topic was organ transplantation and President Trump's executive order to increase 

awareness of kidney disease and kidney donation. Dr. Ngoc Thai, transplant surgeon and 

chair of AHN Surgery Institute joined to talk about the state of organ transplantation in 

Pittsburgh. Susan Stuart, President/CEO, Center for Organ Recovery & Education also talked 

about the need for registering people as organ donors and breaking down the common 

misconceptions about organ donation. 

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 

Sunday, July 28, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guest:  Dr. Bernard J. Costello – Dean - University of Pittsburgh School of Dental Medicine.  

The topic was on dental care and dental insurance, often forgotten in the talk of health care 

and health insurance. Our guest was Dr. Bernard J. Costello, Dean of the University Of 

Pittsburgh School Of Dental Medicine. He talked about why dental care often gets lost in the 

shuffle in our national conversations about health, what can be done about it, and the work 

being done to provide dentistry to low-income people. 

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, September 15, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 30 minutes 

Guests:  Dr. Franziska Rosser - UPMC Children's Hospital 

              Dorene Ciletti - Professor of Marketing, Point Park University 

Two experts talked about the effects of e-cigarettes (vaping) on young people. Dr. Franziska 

Rosser, a pulmonologist at UPMC Children's Hospital, and Dorene Ciletti, a professor of 

marketing at Point Park University, joined us for the program. Dr. Rosser discussed the 

health effects of vaping on young people, in light of recent CDC reports of lung illnesses 

connected to vaping. She also went into specifics of the patients she has seen, and what 

should be done to get the word out about the health effects of e-cigarettes. Ciletti brought her 

perspective to argue that products like JUUL are marketed to children, including the look of 

the product and the advertising that she believes is designed to entice young people. 
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KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, September 22, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guests:  Amanda Neatrour - Robert Morris University 

  Dr. Jessie Ramey - Chatham University 

  Dr. Sara Goodkind - The University of Pittsburgh 

Three experts from Pittsburgh's Gender Equity Commission talked about the latest report 

from the commission, showing disparities between white and minority health outcomes in the 

city. Amanda Neatrour from Robert Morris University, Dr. Jessie Ramey from Chatham 

University and Dr. Sara Goodkind from the University of Pittsburgh were on the panel. They 

explained how widespread inequality occurs in the city, including discrimination, implicit 

biases, and the underinvestment in minority neighborhoods. They also discussed how the 

commission is collecting data to make policy recommendations. 

 

6.  CITY OF PITTSBURGH 

Topics discussed in this category included a discussion on a property-tax ballot initiative to 

increase funding for the Pittsburgh park system, and a discussion about the most active real 

estate market areas in Pittsburgh. 

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, August 11, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guest:  Jayne Miller - President and CEO of the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy 

The topic of this segment was the future of parks in the city of Pittsburgh. Our guest was 

Jayne Miller, President and CEO of the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy. The non-profit group 

is leading a property-tax ballot initiative to increase funding for the Pittsburgh park system. 

Our hosts asked Miller why she believes the tax increase is needed, and how she compares 

the state of Pittsburgh’s park system to that in other cities. 

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, September 29, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guests:  Jeffrey Ackerman - CBRE  

  Andrew Miller - CBRE 

Two experts discussed the most active real estate market in Pittsburgh -- the Strip District. 

Jeffrey Ackerman and Andrew Miller from CBRE, Pittsburgh's largest real estate services 

firm, talked about some of the big construction projects in the Strip, and how Pittsburgh's 

tech sector is changing the landscape for office and residential development in the city. They 

also brought up other neighborhoods, like Lawrenceville and the East End, that are seeing 

more changes and re-development. 

 

 

7.  CLIMATE 

The topic of this category was about climate change and the effects on the city, from flooding 

to landslides. 

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, August 18, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guests:  Grant Ervin - Chief Resilience Officer, City of Pittsburgh 

              Ashleigh Deemer -Western Pennsylvania Director for PennEnvironment  

This segment covered climate change, working off of Congressman Mike Doyle's town hall 

the previous week. Our guests were Grant Ervin, the chief resilience officer for the City of 
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Pittsburgh, and Ashleigh Deemer, the Western Pennsylvania Director for PennEnvironment. 

The discussion ranged from the macro to the micro of climate issues, from how Pennsylvania 

can move toward 100% renewable energy to de-carbonizing our transportation sector. Grant 

and Ashleigh also talked about the climate effects on the city, from flooding to landslides 

 

 

8.  HURRICANE DORIAN 

The topic of this category was about the delivery of aid to the Bahamas following Hurricane 

Dorian.  

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, September 8, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guests:  Ozzy Samad – Brother’s Brother 

   Sarah Boal – Brother’s Brother 

Our topic was the delivery of aid to the Bahamas following Hurricane Dorian. Our two 

guests were Ozzy Samad and Sarah Boal, both from the Pittsburgh-based Brother's Brother 

Foundation. They talked about how they coordinate hurricane relief out of Pittsburgh, who 

they partner with for domestic and international emergencies, and how people is 

Southwestern Pennsylvania has stepped up to help people in need. 

 

 

9.  50th ANNIVERSARY OF APOLLO 11 MOON LANDING 

The topic of this category was about the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing and 

how Pittsburgh's robotics industry can help accomplish future missions in space. 

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 

Sunday, July 21, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guest: John Thornton - CEO of Pittsburgh-based Astrobotic   

This segment centered on the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing. John 

Thornton, CEO of Pittsburgh-based Astrobotic, which has received more than $90 million in 

contracts from NASA as part of America's mission to return to the moon. John talked about 

his company's MoonRanger lander, an autonomous vehicle that will run on the lunar surface. 

He also discussed where the United States stands a half-century after the first moon landing, 

and how Pittsburgh's robotics row can help accomplish future missions in space. 

 

 

10.  50th ANNIVERSARY OF APOLLO 11 MOON LANDING 

The topic of this category was about the state of women's soccer in the Pittsburgh area.  

 

KD/PG SUNDAY EDITION 
Sunday, July 7, 2019, 6:30AM – 7:00AM, 15 minutes 

Guests:  Randy Waldrun – Women’s Soccer Coach, The University of Pittsburgh 
   Al Alvine – Women’s Soccer Coach, Duquesne University 

In this segment we discussed the state of women's soccer in the Pittsburgh area, in light of 

the U.S. Women's national soccer team making a run to the FIFA World Cup Final. Pitt 

women's soccer head coach Randy Waldrum and Duquesne women's soccer head coach Al 

Alvine were our guests. They discussed how women's soccer has advanced across America, 

what the state of recruiting young players looks like in the Pittsburgh region, and the city's 

chances of landing a professional women's soccer team in the future. 


