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Quarterly Issues and Programs Report 
 
Attached are the listings of broadcast segments and stories that reflect the station’s most 
significant programming treatment of community issues during the 4th quarter of 2022. 
 
 

Regularly Scheduled Programs 

 
During the reported quarter, the station broadcast the following regularly scheduled programs 
that routinely address issues of importance to the station’s community: 
 

• CBS Mornings, CBS Saturday Morning, CBS Sunday Morning, CBS Evening News with 
Nora O’Donnell. Regularly scheduled news broadcasts focusing on current issues and 
events. KDKA-TV News broadcast is broadcast Monday through Friday at 4:30 AM, 
5:00AM, 6:00AM, 12:00PM, 4:00PM, 5:00PM, 6:00PM, 6:30PM, 7:30PM and 11:00PM.  
KDKA-TV News is broadcast Saturdays at 5:00AM, 6:00AM, 7:00AM, 10:00AM, 6:00PM, 
7:00PM and 11:00PM.  KDKA-TV News is broadcast Sundays at 6:30AM, 7:00AM, 
8:00AM, 6:30PM and 11:00PM.  
 

• 60 Minutes - Regularly scheduled one-hour weekly broadcast featuring in-depth 
interviews and reports of various lengths and topics. Sunday, 7 - 8 p.m. 

 

• Face the Nation - Regularly scheduled half hour news broadcast featuring reports and 
interviews with government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news.  
Sunday, 10:30 – 11 a.m.  

 

• 48 Hours – Regularly scheduled news broadcast. Saturday, 10 - 11 p.m. 
 

•  “Health Watch” – features of varying lengths focusing on health-related issues, the latest 
in medical research and treatments, and other health related topics. 

 

• “Money Watch” – features of varying lengths focusing on the latest in the economy along 
with tips and ways to save money. 

 
Public Service Announcements – The station airs PSAs in rotation from various organizations 
that include topics such as, Suicide Prevention Month, Breast Cancer Awareness, and The 
Valarie Fund. 
 
In addition, the station makes community responsive coverage available via CBS News 
Pittsburgh, a 24/7 direct-to-consumer service that streams anchored news coverage and live 
breaking news events of interest to viewers in the local market. 
 

 



 

              KDKA-TV Quarterly Issues and Programs List 
 

 

 

Community of License: Pittsburgh, PA DMA 
 
Issue 1: Health & Medical – Examining issues related to healthcare, health and well-being 
of importance to local viewers 

 
Program Date of 

Broadcast 
Time of 

Program 
Duration 
of Story 

Episode/Segment Description 

KDKA NEWS 10/2/22 5:00 AM :20 
The Homewood neighborhood held a 
community event to mark National Child 
Health Day.  "Royalty Fit" included food 
distribution for families in need, free 
baby formula, diapers, family yoga 
classes, yard games and face painting. 

 

KDKA NEWS 10/2/22 7:00 AM 3:30 
In her Sunday Spotlight, anchor Briana 
Smith introduces viewers to a program 
that creates a special day for cancer 
patients and their families.  "A Day to 
Remember" is a non-profit that gives the 
families time away from worrying about 
cancer treatments and medical bills.   
 

KDKA NEWS 10/2/22 7:00 AM 

6:00 PM 

 

1:10 Local doctors are making sure the 
community understands that they are 
expecting an uptick in flu cases in the fall 
of 2022.  Doctors say the use of masks 
during the pandemic dramatically 
decreased flu cases.  However, that also 
allowed built up immunity to wane 
because of less exposure to the virus.  
They advise people to get a flu shot, 
especially those considered high risk. 

KDKA NEWS 10/3/22 5:00 AM 

12:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

:30 
The first week of October is dedicated to 
Mental Health Awareness.  Many 
people wore green throughout the week 
to bring awareness and let people 
suffering from mental illness know that 
they are not alone.  The story also 
shared the hotline to call if needed. 

 



 

KDKA NEWS 10/5/22 4:00 PM :30 A new Pennsylvania bill could help 
women who are fighting breast cancer.  
The bill eliminates the co-pays for high-
risk women who need more screening 
methods, like MRIs and ultrasounds that 
some health insurance plans don't cover. 
Nearly 1,400 Pennsylvania women were 
diagnosed with breast cancer so far in 
2022.  It is also the leading cause of 
death in the state for women ages 25 to 
34. 

KDKA NEWS 

 
 
 
 

 

10/5/22 5:00 AM 

12:00 PM 

:30 A community candlelight prayer service 
was held in October to honor mental 
health awareness month.  St. John's 
United Church of Christ in Evans City 
held the event to raise money for the 
Butler County Chapter of the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI). 

KDKA NEWS 10/6/22 4:00 PM :20 Democratic lawmakers in Pennsylvania 
introduced legislation that would protect 
nurses who perform abortion-related 
services from penalties to their licenses.  
Additional legislation bans health 
insurance plans and providers from 
disclosing someone's reproductive health 
services without patient’s written consent. 

KDKA NEWS 10/9/22 6:00 AM :40 Health experts are advising on two 
vaccinations with the coming fall season - 
flu and Covid-19 boosters.  The concern 
is the flu season is expected to be more 
severe in 2022 than in 2021.  By 
increasing vaccinations, hospitals hope 
to steer clear of high numbers of patient 
hospitalizations over the fall and winter 
months. 

KDKA NEWS 10/10/22 4:30 AM 

12:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

:40 World Mental Health Day was observed 
on October 10 as a way to raise 
awareness and mobilize efforts to 
support mental health.  A new poll found 
9 out of 10 adults believe the US is in a 
mental health crisis.  There also was a 31 
percent increase in emergency room 
visits among youngsters ages 12 to 17 in 
2020.   



 

KDKA NEWS 10/27/22 5:00 PM :25 Pennsylvania abortion providers are 
asking the state supreme court to 
overturn a ban on Medicaid paying for 
the procedure.  Planned Parenthood said 
the 1982 ban violates the state's equal 
rights amendment by treating women's 
healthcare needs differently than the 
needs of men.  Republican lawmakers 
say the ban affects men if they paid for 
an abortion. 

KDKA NEWS 10/28/22 6:00 AM :30 Allegheny Health Network plans to invest 
$20 million in improvements at a hospital 
in Mercer County.  The work will focus on 
improving the Grove City emergency 
room.  It's the biggest project at the 
hospital in more than 30 years.  The state 
provided a $500,000 grant from the 
Redevelopment Assistance Capital 
Program.  Construction should begin in 
2023. 

KDKA NEWS 11/28/22 4:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

:20 Pittsburgh-area healthcare company 
Curative will shutdown seven stationary 
and mobile Covid testing locations in 
Allegheny County.  They plan to 
gradually close the sites by the end of 
the year.  With the increasing availability 
of at-home tests and the decline in 
cases, the sites are not necessary.  The 
company will also end testing nationwide. 

KDKA NEWS 11/28/22 11:00 PM 1:00 Public health officials expressed concern 
in November following the Thanksgiving 
holiday that there could be a surge of flu 
and Covid cases.  RSV was already 
sending more kids than usual to the 
hospital.  They advised people to get flu 
vaccines and Covid boosters. 

KDKA NEWS 12/1/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

:35 December 1 marks World Aids Day to 
raise awareness and prevention.  The 
Pittsburgh Alumnae Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority hosted free HIV 
screenings and other health screenings 
at the Community College of Allegheny 
County.   



 

KDKA NEWS 12/1/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

1:45 Pittsburgh Penguins fans were shocked 
and concerned to hear Defenseman Kris 
Letang had a stroke in late November.  It 
was his second stroke. Doctors say it’s 
connected to a birth defect, a small hole 
in his heart. KDKA-TV Anchor Meghan 
Schiller talked to doctors at the Cleveland 
Clinic about the misconception that 
strokes only impact older people.  About 
25 percent of stroke patients are under 
age 55, and many have the same birth 
defect and don't know it. 

KDKA NEWS 12/8/22 5:00 AM 

6:00 AM 

1:45 Pittsburgh area doctors were urging the 
public to get the flu shot.  That's because 
Allegheny County Health Department 
reported more than 8000 flu cases for the 
season as of early December.  
Compared to the last two years, there 
were fewer than 600 cases for the entire 
season.   

KDKA NEWS 12/20/22 12:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

2:15 With so many students, teachers and 
staff sick, many schools reverted to 
Covid measures in December.  Students 
went back to remote learning in the 
Hopewell Schools in Beaver County 
where nearly 200 students became ill.  
However, doctors said it is normal to see 
the increased illnesses because immune 
systems are getting back to normal after 
Covid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Issue 2 - Government & Politics:  Examining issues related to local, state, and national 
government bodies and elections that are of importance to local viewers. 
 

Program Date of 
Broadcast 

Time of 
Program 

Duration 
of Story 

Episode/Segment Description 

KDKA NEWS 10/1/22 6:00 PM 1:00 Six weeks ahead of a hotly contested US 
Senate race in Pennsylvania, Democratic 
candidate John Fetterman and Republican 
candidate Mehmet Oz made stops in 
Pittsburgh for rallies.  A Franklin and 
Marshall poll shows the race tightening 
with only a three point difference between 
the candidates. 

KDKA NEWS 10/1/22 6:00 PM 2:30 No new taxes for Pittsburgh city residents 
in 2023.  That is according to the 
preliminary budget from Mayor Ed 
Gainey.  However, the mayor does 
expect to spend more money on several 
top priorities.  The police budget is 
expected to see a $3 million increase for 
vehicle upgrades, body cameras and 
new radios. 

KDKA NEWS 10/4/22 4:00 PM :30 Pennsylvania is among seven states 
seeing an unusual level of continuing 
election threats.  Since June of 2021, the 
FBI has received more than 1,000 tips 
about threats to election workers.  All of 
the states seeing elevated threat 
numbers had 2020 presidential election 
results questioned. 

KDKA NEWS 10/5/22 4:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

2:00 Pittsburgh City Council is looking at 
legislation that would fine residents or 
businesses for violations such as piled up 
garbage, tall weeds or improperly stored 
trash cans.  The Quality of Life ticketing 
program could cost residents $35-$100 
each day that the violation is not 
addressed. Council supporters say the 
issues lead to deteriorating property 
values. 



 

KDKA NEWS 10/5/22 6:00 PM 2:30 KDKA Political Editor Jon Delano sat 
down with the candidates vying to serve 
the newly-drawn 12th Congressional 
District.  He reported that each candidate 
has different ideas for what constituents 
want to see from their new member of 
Congress. 

KDKA NEWS 10/6/22 5:00 AM 

5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

:40 One day after an Allegheny County judge 
ruled the city of Pittsburgh can remove a 
statue of Christopher Columbus in 
Schenley Park, an organization is trying 
to stop it.  The Italian Sons and 
Daughters say they will appeal the ruling.  
The group says the Mayor can't 
"unilaterally override a duly enacted 
ordinance."  Former Mayor Bill Peduto 
approved the vote by the Pittsburgh Art 
Commission to remove the statue.  The 
judge ruled that there is precedence 
because the park is owned by the city. 

KDKA NEWS 10/28/22 6:00 PM 2:30 KDKA hosted the first and only televised 
debate between 17th congressional 
district candidates, Democrat Chris 
Deluzio and Republican Jeremy Shaffer.  
Political Editor Jon Delano previewed the 
issues of the race where the candidates 
have invested millions of dollars to win. 

KDKA NEWS 11/4/22 6:00 PM :30 Congressman Guy Reschenthaler 
introduced a resolution aimed at trying to 
gain the release of Oakmont teacher 
Marc Fogel.  Fogel is imprisoned in 
Russia after authorities found 17 grams 
of medical marijuana.  Fogel said he was 
prescribed the drug for chronic pain.  
Reschenthaler is trying to get Fogel 
designated as wrongfully detained. 

KDKA NEWS 11/5/22 5:00 AM 

6:00 AM 

10:00 AM 

6:00 PM 

 

2:30 Former President Obama visited 
Pittsburgh days before the November 
general election for a campaign rally.  A 
crowd of supporters gathered at 
Schenley Park to hear his get out the 
vote campaign speech in support of 
Democratic Senate Candidate John 
Fetterman. 



 

KDKA NEWS 11/5/22 6:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

2:00 Days before the November general 
election Former President Donald Trump 
visited Westmoreland County to 
campaign for several Republican 
candidates including Senate Candidate 
Mehmet Oz and Gubernatorial candidate 
Doug Mastriano. 

KDKA NEWS 11/7/22 6:00 PM 1:35 With days to go before the November 
election, a recent state supreme court 
decision created a scramble for counties 
over how to treat incorrectly dated mail-in 
ballots.  Allegheny County election 
officials estimated there were about 
1,000 ballots with problems and 
expected there would be more.  The 
county published a list of ballots and 
gave voters a chance to correct the 
dating errors. 

KDKA NEWS 11/8/22 ALL 
SHOWS 

MULTI KDKA-TV had extensive coverage of the 
general election in November throughout 
the day in all newscasts.  There was also 
extended coverage from 8 pm until 12 
am which included cut-ins during network 
coverage with live reports from senate 
and gubernatorial watch parties, county 
election headquarters and results from 
local races. 

KDKA NEWS 11/9/22 11:00 PM 2:00 The November election brought change 
to the Pennsylvania statehouse.  KDKA-
TV Anchor Erika Stanish reported on how 
for the first time in more than a decade, 
democrats won control of the house.  
Some in Pittsburgh believe that will aid 
them in passing legislation on topics like 
gun control. 



 

KDKA NEWS 11/17/22 6:00 PM 2:50 A Westmoreland County state senator 
will serve as the new leader of the 
Pennsylvania Senate.  KDKA-TV Political 
Editor Jon Delano interviewed Senator 
Kim Ward who will be the first woman to 
serve as Pennsylvania President Pro 
Tempore.  She said her focus will be on 
working across the aisle to pass 
legislation that matters to families in 
Pennsylvania. 

KDKA NEWS 11/28/22 4:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

2:30 Allegheny County will see a change in 
leadership in 2023 in the role of County 
Executive.  Rich Fitzgerald is entering the 
final year in the role after three terms.  
KDKA-TV Political Editor Jon Delano 
reported on the list of declared and 
potential candidates lining up to run for 
the office in 2023. 

KDKA NEWS 12/1/22 5:00 AM 

6:00 AM 

:20 The election results of the Pennsylvania 
November election were certified in all 67 
counties in December.  There was a 
delayed certification caused by Luzerne 
County which experienced a paper 
shortage that caused the polls to stay 
open longer.  One board member voted 
to certify after the shortage was 
investigated. 

KDKA NEWS 12/1/22 5:00 AM :15 Following the death of Penn Hills State 
Representative Tony Deluca, a special 
election has been scheduled for 
February 7, 2023.  The Democratic and 
Republican parties will select the 
candidates. 

KDKA NEWS 12/2/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

2:30 The Pennsylvania Marijuana Pardon 
project which was designed to clear 
many Pennsylvanians of possession 
charges of small amounts of marijuana 
may not be working.  KDKA-TV Political 
Editor Jon Delano reported in December 
that of over 2000 pardon requests have 
been rejected, and only 231 were 
approved.  Those convicted of having a 
device like a wrapper, bowl, pipe or bong 
were ineligible for the Governor's pardon. 



 

KDKA NEWS 12/7/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

3:00 After eight years in office, Governor Tom 
Wolf will leave the political scene.  
KDKA-TV Political Editor Jon Delano sat 
down with the governor in December.  
Wolf said he was proud of instituting a 
gift ban for executive level leaders, 
boosting school funding and leaving the 
state in good financial shape.  He vetoed 
66 bills and was criticized by some over 
the closures of schools and businesses 
by executive order during the pandemic. 

KDKA NEWS 12/9/22 

 

 

5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

2:30 After Congress passed the Respect for 
Marriage Act, KDKA-TV Political Editor 
Jon Delano looked into the impact on 
Pennsylvanians.  According to local state 
lawmakers, with the new federal law in 
place, no state can deny recognition of a 
marriage performed legally in another 
state because of sex, race, ethnicity or 
national origin.  Pennsylvania has yet to 
pass a marriage equality act or repeal a 
law against same sex marriage still on 
the books. 

KDKA NEWS 12/28/22 

 

6:00 PM 2:35 A new state legislature is set to be sworn 
into office in Harrisburg in January.  
There are five new house members from 
Western Pennsylvania.  KDKA-TV 
Political Editor Jon Delano reported that 
the first order of business -- to elect a 
new speaker-- is expected to be 
contentious.  That is because three seats 
need to be filled by special election.  All 
are in democratic districts, but without 
them, republicans have a one seat 
advantage. Many hoped the two sides 
can come to an amicable solution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Issue 3 – Education:  Examining issues related to education and its impact in Pittsburgh, 
Western Pennsylvania and across the Commonwealth. 
 

Program Date of 
Broadcast 

Time of 
Program 

Duration 
of Story 

Episode/Segment Description 

KDKA NEWS 10/1/22 6:00 PM :30 Following the sexual and physical assault 
on a teacher at Oliver Citywide Academy, 
Pittsburgh Public Schools decided to 
continue remote learning for students at 
the school for one more week.  During that 
time, the district said administrators will 
develop a safety plan and address the 
attack. 

KDKA NEWS 10/4/22 12:00 PM 

4:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

1:30 An event was held in Pittsburgh focused 
on the plight and education of children 
experiencing homelessness in the 
community.  It was spearheaded by the 
Homeless Children's Education Fund to 
kick-off Homeless Children's Awareness 
Month. The HCEF estimates there are 
over 2800 kids identified as homeless in 
the county, but it may be higher. 

KDKA NEWS 10/4/22 4:00 PM 2:45 As part of her regular Kidsburgh 
segment, Anchor Kristine Sorensen 
covered an art exhibit at the Carnegie 
Museum of Art in Pittsburgh that is being 
used as a way to introduce children to 
topics like human rights.  Using balloons, 
the artwork makes a comparison 
between the impact of losing air in the 
balloon to the impact of losing human 
rights. 

KDKA NEWS 10/5/22 5:00 PM :20 October 5 is World Teachers' Day.  It is a 
time to honor teachers and teacher 
organizations that make vital 
contributions to education and the 
development of future leaders. 



 

KDKA NEWS 10/6/22 7:00 PM :35 More than 1.7 million Pennsylvanians are 
eligible for President Biden's student loan 
debt relief plan.  However, there are a 
growing number of reports of scammers 
trying to trick borrowers.  There are 
reports of people receiving emails, text 
messages and seeing social media posts 
to apply for the plan.  However, those are 
bogus.  The Department of Education will 
contact those who are eligible to apply 
when the program is officially launched. 

KDKA NEWS 10/7/22 4:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

:35 According to a city report, Pittsburgh 
Public Schools doesn't have enough 
crossing guards.  As of June, there were 
61 employed crossing guards, although 
the city budget allows 82, according to 
the City Controller.  The ratio is one 
crossing guard for every 389 students.  
The audit encourages the city to 
establish a ratio when reviewing its 
budget and use crash data to determine 
street assignments. 

KDKA NEWS 10/8/22 6:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

:30 Pittsburgh Public Schools continued 
remote learning for the students of Oliver 
Citywide Academy for an additional week 
following the assault of a teacher in a 
classroom.  The district is using the time 
to give teachers and staff time to prepare 
and be able to address the mental health 
needs of students when they return to 
the classroom.  The student is facing 
charges. 

KDKA NEWS 10/9/22 11:00 PM :25 Local high school students and their 
parents had a chance to attend a large 
college fair in McCandless Township.  
More than 120 colleges and universities 
were on hand to offer information to 
students during the free event. 



 

KDKA NEWS 10/10/22 5:00 AM 

6:00 AM 

:30 Duquesne University is trying to raise 
more than $333 million to help fund vital 
campus services and provide more 
opportunities for students.  That includes 
more investment into student 
scholarships, facilities and classrooms.  
In addition, the university will invest in 
student scholarships and building a new 
medical school and proposed College of 
Osteopathic Medicine. 

KDKA NEWS 10/24/22 4:00 PM :25 The Neighborhood Academy plans to 
open a new all-girls middle school in 
Stanton Heights in the fall of 2023.  The 
group opened a college preparatory 
school for boys in Highland Park in 2017.  
The decision was based on a report that 
indicated African American women and 
girls experience systemic oppression in 
education, poverty and health.  The 
school will offer enhanced stem 
curriculum and an extended school year. 

KDKA NEWS 11/9/22 5:00 AM 

6:00 AM 

:15 Voters in the Norwin School District 
struck down a plan to cut funding for local 
libraries.  Most residents wanted to 
maintain the library tax as opposed to 
having the library be self-supporting. 

KDKA NEWS 11/15/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

3:00 KDKA-TV Political Editor Jon Delano had 
an exclusive interview with Governor-
Elect Josh Shapiro about his plans and 
priorities in the first year of his 
administration.  Shapiro said among the 
issues he wants to tackle after taking 
office are improving the quality of 
education for all students and getting rid 
of standardized testing. 

KDKA NEWS 11/30/22 

 

4:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

3:15 Absenteeism has become a problem at 
Pittsburgh Public Schools.  About one 
third of students miss an average of ten 
percent of the school year.  The 
pandemic exacerbated the problem and 
bus driver shortages are also making it 
difficult for children to get to school.  
KDKA-TV Anchor Kristine Sorensen 
reported on efforts to help get kids back 
in class. 



 

KDKA NEWS 11/30/22 5:00 AM 1:15 Flu, ear infections and colds caused high 
absenteeism in November at Pittsburgh 
area schools.  One school district sent 
home a letter to parents listing the 
symptoms to look for to keep students at 
home.  The schools are trying to clean 
and sanitize as much as possible. 

KDKA NEWS 12/1/22 12:00 PM 

4:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

:20 General David D. Thompson, the Vice 
Chief of Space Operations for the U.S. 
Space Force spoke at the University of 
Pittsburgh in December.  He talked to 
students and faculty about the 
importance of the military branch and the 
geopolitics of space.  General Thompson 
is from the Pittsburgh area and a 
graduate of Ambridge Area High School. 

KDKA NEWS 12/2/22 11:00 PM :35 Two University of Pittsburgh students 
faced charges in December of abusing 
human cadavers in class.  University 
police said they inappropriately touched 
the bodies and made sexual jokes during 
a November class.  The police and office 
of civil rights were notified. 

KDKA NEWS 12/26/22 5:00 AM 

6:00 AM 

5:00 PM 

:30 Duquesne University will be a big 
beneficiary of the new $1.7 trillion 
spending bill.  The university will receive 
$2 million to help finance the proposed 
college of osteopathic medicine and 
purchase portable handheld ultrasound 
devices.  It is expected to open in the fall 
of 2024. 

KDKA NEWS 12/27/22 5:00 AM :20 Pennsylvania high school seniors have a 
new requirement to get their diploma.  
Beginning with the class of 2023, 
students will need to complete 
requirements in college, career and 
community readiness.  They can submit 
their SAT scores or achieving industry 
certifications.  They also need to take the 
Keystone exams. 



 

KDKA NEWS 12/28/22 6:00 PM 1:40 The latest federal budget gives an 
important tax benefit to recent college 
graduates.  KDKA-TV Statehouse 
Reporter Seth Kaplan reported that 
"Secure 2.0" will allow them to get 401K 
matches at work, even if the contribution 
they make is to pay down student loan 
debt. 

 

Issue 4 – Crime and Public Safety:  Examining issues related to Crime and Public Safety 
in Pittsburgh, Allegheny County and surrounding areas. 
 

Program Date of 
Broadcast 

Time of 
Program 

Duration 
of Story 

Episode/Segment Description 

KDKA NEWS 10/4/22 11:00 PM 2:00 After continuing concerns about safety in 
the city of Pittsburgh, Mayor Ed Gainey 
gave an update on his administration's 
efforts to reduce violence in the 
Homewood neighborhood.  Gainey touted 
additional intervention staffers, beat 
officers and better relationships with 
residents as initiatives helping to reduce 
violence in the neighborhood. 

KDKA NEWS 10/4/22 11:00 PM 2:30 Following a critical report on the status of 
the Allegheny County Jail by the 
University of Pittsburgh based on inmate 
survey responses, Reporter Jen 
Borrasso sat down with jail warden 
Orlando Harper talked about some of the 
results.  The survey, requested by the 
Jail Oversight Board, reported some 
inmates said they found roaches in their 
food, mildewed showers, medications 
withheld, cold conditions and high 
commissary prices. 



 

KDKA NEWS 10/4/22 6:00 PM 2:45 Two national civil rights groups filed a 
class action lawsuit in Allegheny County 
over alleged misconduct at the Allegheny 
County Jail.  The lawsuit names three 
judges, the jail warden and other officials.  
It claims hundreds of inmates are being 
held illegally using probation detainers.  
The Civil Rights Corps and Abolition Law 
Center say the inmates are being held for 
things like not calling their probation 
officer but have not had a hearing on 
their cases after several months in jail. 

KDKA NEWS 10/5/22 4:00 PM :25 A $10 million federal grant will help 
former prisoners find jobs and reduce 
recidivism. The "First Step Act Initiative" 
will create a network of job training 
services that ensure equal access to 
employment opportunities. 

KDKA NEWS 10/6/22 6:00 PM 2:00 Pittsburgh police say they are focusing 
more attention on solving an increasing 
number of carjackings in the Shadyside 
neighborhood.  Residents say their 
neighborhood is usually safe, but they 
believe on street parking is putting them 
at risk.  Police say they are increasing 
patrols in the neighborhood.   

KDKA NEWS 10/7/22 6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

:20 After three sexual assaults this school 
year at or near the University of 
Pittsburgh, students gathered on campus 
to demand safety changes.  Students are 
asking for restricted building access, 
regularly monitored cameras and more 
security. 

KDKA NEWS 10/8/22 6:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

1:45 Pittsburgh Public Safety worked with a 
national dive team that specializes in cold 
cases to search for missing people 
believed to be in the Allegheny River.  
The team from Adventure with Purpose 
were trying to find two women in their 
70's who were missing along with their 
vehicles.  One woman had not been 
seen since 2013.  The group did not find 
either of the missing women, but they did 
find the body and car of a man missing 
from the Zelienople area. 



 

KDKA NEWS 10/10/22 6:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

3:30 KDKA-TV Investigative Reporter Andy 
Sheehan examined the ongoing issue of 
not having a juvenile detention center in 
Allegheny County.  It was closed in 
August of 2021 when the Pennsylvania 
Department of Human Services revoked 
the county's license to operate the 
Shuman Juvenile Detention Center.  The 
result has been juveniles arrested for 
serious crimes are released because of 
the lack of facilities to hold them pending 
their hearings or trials.  Judges and law 
enforcement leaders say something has 
to be done because they are seeing the 
same juveniles arrested repeatedly. 

KDKA NEWS 10/20/22 6:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

:25 Mayor Ed Gainey said safety efforts will 
be added to the Glen Hazel 
neighborhood by adding more crossing 
guards and making it earlier for 
candidates to apply.  They also plan to 
introduce traffic calming measures. Many 
of the improvements come after an 
outcry from residents following the death 
of a 6-year old boy who was struck and 
killed earlier this year. 

KDKA NEWS 11/7/22 5:00 PM :20 Wilkinsburg Police held a gun buyback 
event in November.  It happens at a time 
when there is a prevalence of guns and 
gun violence throughout the region.  
Those who attended received grocery 
store gift cards in exchange for handguns 
and rifles. 

KDKA NEWS 11/7/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

1:15 Mayor Ed Gainey gave an update on his 
Plan for Peace which was introduced 
earlier in the year.  One part of the plan 
involves giving funding to community 
organizations that focus on violence 
prevention.  The plan also focused on 
reducing violence downtown and as 
teens are leaving school. 

KDKA NEWS 11/15/22 6:00 PM 4:30 KDKA-TV Investigative Reporter Andy 
Sheehan looked into efforts to increase 
security in local schools.  However, he 
found an unintended side effect of more 
elementary school students being 
handcuffed for minor offenses that can 
have long-term effects. And a 
disproportionate number of students are 
Black, Hispanic and/or disabled. 



 

KDKA NEWS 11/22/22 6:00 PM 3:10 In 2022, Pittsburgh and Allegheny 
County have seen an increase in gun 
crimes and violence.  It happened at a 
time when the Pittsburgh Bureau of 
Police saw a drop in officers on the rolls.  
Some believed the current police staffing 
level is placing the public at-risk and they 
urged Mayor Gainey to address the 
problem.  KDKA-TV Investigative 
Reporter Andy Sheehan looked into what 
was and was not being done. 

KDKA NEWS 11/30/22 5:00 AM 1:30 With the end of the year approaching, 
researchers say one out of seven people 
have been the victims of "porch pirates".  
KDKA-TV Anchor John Shumway offered 
tips to deter thieves and protect 
packages. 

KDKA NEWS 12/1/22 11:00 PM 2:45 The Allegheny County Jail Oversight 
Board met in December to discuss 
several emerging issues at the jail, 
including complaint from inmates about 
lack of heat.  Jail officials offered an 
update on their safety and justice plan 
which includes redesigns to incorporate 
open spaces, communal kitchens and 
green space.  Jail officials said the HVAC 
problems that led to heating issues did 
not reach an unsafe level and inmates 
were offered blankets. 

KDKA NEWS 12/7/22 5:00 PM 1:15 Parents in Hampton Township found out 
in December that a registered sex 
offender moved in less than half a mile 
away from their children's elementary 
school.  Police officials said there were 
no laws restricting where a sex offender 
can live.  The mother of a student started 
a petition to restrict sex offenders from 
living within 2500 feet of a public or 
private school, preschool or childcare 
facility in Pennsylvania. 



 

KDKA NEWS 

 

12/20/22 5:00 PM 6:55 In December, KDKA-TV and CBS News 
aired a special report called "Crime 
Without Punishment."  It examined the 
unprecedented backlog of criminal cases 
that have grown since the pandemic.  
The delays have impacted victims’ 
families and those waiting behind bars for 
their day in court.  CBS News looked at 
more than a dozen major cities and found 
pending criminal cases have jumped 
from just over 300,000 before the 
pandemic to more than half a million. 

 12/20/22 6:00 PM 3:25 KDKA-TV Investigative Reporter Andy 
Sheehan followed up the CBS News 
special report by describing how there 
are people in the Allegheny County Jail 
who have waited two or three years to go 
to trial.  Most of those waiting face trials 
for serious crimes like homicide, rape 
and aggravated assault.  In addition to 
the pandemic, other causes for the 
delays include staffing shortages, high 
turnover in the DA's office and newly 
hired DA's needing time to navigate the 
system.  The delays have also caused 
some defendants to take plea deals. 

 12/29/22 11:00 PM 1:45 KDKA-TV Investigative Reporter Andy 
Sheehan followed up the CBS News 
special report by describing how there 
are people in the Allegheny County Jail 
who have waited two or three years to go 
to trial.  Most of them face trials for 
serious crimes like homicide and rape. 
Causes for the delays include the 
pandemic and staffing shortages.  The 
delays have also caused some 
defendants to take plea deals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 5 – Business and Economy:  Examining issues impacting Business and Economy in 
Pittsburgh, Allegheny County and surrounding areas. 
 

Program Date of 
Broadcast 

Time of 
Program 

Duration 
of Story 

Episode/Segment Description 

KDKA NEWS 10/4/22 5:00PM 2:30 Rising crime is turning into safety concerns 
in the Pittsburgh Cultural District.  A recent 
fatal shooting has some leaders in the 
area concerned about the impact on 
business in the area.  The shooting also 
happened as County Executive Rich 
Fitzgerald was in London trying to 
encourage travel to Pittsburgh and create 
jobs.  Fitzgerald said having a safe and 
vibrant downtown is important for workers 
and those attending events in the Cultural 
District.  The Cultural District said it 
budgets over $1 million for off-duty police 
to secure their events and activities. 



 

KDKA NEWS 10/6/22 4:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

1:10 Business owners in downtown Pittsburgh 
want to see more public restrooms 
accessible downtown.  The Business 
Owners and Managers Association of 
Pittsburgh, the Department of Community 
Engagement and Point Park University 
conducted a feasibility study.  They say 
people experiencing homelessness need 
better access.  The report recommends 
more facilities be installed, businesses 
provide more access to their facilities and 
solutions be developed to help people 
locate public restrooms. 

KDKA NEWS 10/24/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

:15 Walmart announced it will close one of its 
stores in the Pittsburgh area.  The 
decision was based on the store's 
financial performance.  More than 100 
workers were laid off, but they can 
transfer to other Walmart stores. 

KDKA NEWS 11/9/22 6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

2:30 Spirit Airlines announced a reduction in 
service at the Arnold Palmer Regional 
Airport in Westmoreland County.  There 
will no longer be service to Fort 
Lauderdale.  That will make Orlando the 
only destination from the Latrobe airport.  
The airport director said he will be 
looking for new carriers. 

KDKA NEWS 11/18/22 6:00 PM 2:30 In 2022, first-time homebuyers were in 
their mid-to-late 30s versus their late 20s 
just a few years ago.  With the number of 
Americans able to buy their first homes 
dropping, KDKA-TV Money Editor Jon 
Delano talked to local experts about the 
reasons.  According to the National 
Association of Realtors, first-time 
homebuying is at its lowest level in 40 
years.  High home prices, high interest 
rates and fewer homes for sale are 
contributing to the shift.   

KDKA NEWS 11/28/22 4:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

:25 "Giving Tuesday" is a time that many 
people like to send donations to non-
profits.  But, cybersecurity experts 
offered advice so that people don't get 
scammed during the holidays.  The 
Better Business Bureau reported 40 
percent of giving happens in the last few 
months of the year.  But, they advise 
people to research the charities and 
resist charities with high-pressure tactics.   



 

KDKA NEWS 11/30/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

:20 Pennsylvania instituted a new online tax 
system.  MyPath is meant to be a one-
stop shop for taxpayers.  It is used to 
process personal income tax returns and 
rebates.  It will be used for sales, 
corporation and employer withholding 
taxes. 

KDKA NEWS 11/30/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

2:30 Many taxpayers may experience "refund 
shock" when they file their 2022 tax 
returns.  KDKA-TV Money Editor Jon 
Delano reported in December that 
several tax breaks offered during the 
pandemic have reverted back to pre-
pandemic levels.   

KDKA NEWS 12/1/22 6:00 PM 2:40 A major Pittsburgh area mall was sold to 
a new owner in December.  The Mall at 
Robinson was purchased by Kohan 
Retail Investment Group.  KDKA-TV 
Money Editor Jon Delano reported on the 
revitalization plans for the mall.  The mall 
currently has one large open retail 
anchor spot.  The new owner said he 
wants to revitalize the mall and attract 
more tenants. 

KDKA NEWS 12/2/22 6:00 PM 2:40 In December, KDKA-TV Investigative 
Reporter Andy Sheehan reported on 
plans to build a $300 million health 
science complex in Oakland called Portal 
Place.  It is meant to capitalize on the 
hospitals and universities in the area and 
bring high-skilled, high-paying jobs to the 
area. However, some residents don't like 
the plan because they fear it may disrupt 
views of the Cathedral of Learning on the 
University of Pittsburgh's campus and 
views of downtown.  Pittsburgh City 
Council is considering a zoning change 
that would restrict building sizes and 
height.  The developer said that could 
potentially kill the project. 



 

KDKA NEWS 12/5/22 6:00 PM 3:00 In December, the US Department of 
Labor announced a local McDonald's 
operator violated child labor laws by 
overworking young employees.  The 
investigation of Santonastasso 
Enterprises found 13 establishments 
employed minors under age 16 during 
hours prohibited by federal law. There 
are also restrictions on the types of jobs 
minors can do. 

KDKA NEWS 12/28/22 5:00 AM 

5:00 PM 

:20 In December, the popular eatery "Back to 
the Foodture" announced an expansion.  
It will open a second location along Fifth 
Avenue near PPG Paints Arena.  The 
restaurant will hire between 30 to 40 
employees and plan to open January 3.  
The original location is on the South 
Side. 

KDKA NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

12/29/22 5:00 AM 

6:00 PM 

:15 The department store Ames announced 
in December that the store chain plans to 
make a return to the Pennsylvania 
market in the Spring of 2023.  The 
company went out of business twenty 
years ago.  Locations have not been 
announced, but several stores are 
planned in Pennsylvania. 

KDKA NEWS 12/29/22 5:00 AM 

6:00 AM 

6:00 PM 

:25 Amtrak announced a major upgrade in 
December to the trains running from 
Pittsburgh to New York.  That route will 
be among a select few that debuts a new 
top-of-the-line train.  It will feature 
modern interiors with panoramic 
windows, business class and speeds up 
to 125 miles per hour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Issue 6 – Diversity:  Examining issues impacting diverse communities in Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny County and surrounding areas. 
 

Program Date of 
Broadcast 

Time of 
Program 

Duration 
of Story 

Episode/Segment Description 

KDKA NEWS 10/2/22 7:00 AM :35 Pittsburghers held a demonstration to join 
those outraged over the death of 22 year 
old Mahsa Amini.  The Iranian woman was 
arrested for violating the country's strict 
dress code for women.  She allegedly 
wore her head scarf too loosely and 
reportedly suffered a severe beating which 
sent her into a coma, and she died.  
Iranian-Americans living in Pittsburgh say 
they demonstrated to show their support 
for the women of Iran. 

KDKA NEWS 10/2/22 6:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

:30 A Friday night football game took a 
disturbing turn when members of one 
team accused members of another team 
of hurling racial slurs following the game.  
It was between Shadyside and Freeport.  
A spokesperson for Shadyside said the 
allegations were taken seriously and the 
school investigated what happened.   

KDKA NEWS 10/6/22 6:00 PM 2:40 Is it discriminatory to treat co-workers 
differently because of their political 
affiliation?  A study by the Society for 
Human Resource Management suggests 
this kind of discrimination is a growing 
problem.  An increasing number of 
people say they are experiencing hostile 
work environments based on politics. 

KDKA NEWS 10/7/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

:40 As the Jewish high holidays come to a 
close, KDKA Political Editor Jon Delano 
talked to McKeesport native author David 
Tabatsky about his new book, "The Boy 
Behind the Door." It recounts the true 
story of Salomon Kool who survived the 
Nazis in the 1040s as the rest of his 
family perished.  The book is written so 
that young and old understand what the 
Holocaust was about. 



 

KDKA NEWS 10/7/22 6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

2:10 In light of Hispanic Heritage Month, 
Pittsburgh held its first Hispanic Heritage 
Festival.  Reporter Erika Stanish 
previewed the event that was organized 
by a restaurant owner who moved to 
Pittsburgh from Mexico and opened the 
restaurant 15 years ago.  He said he 
wanted to have a family-oriented event 
and exposed local residents to Hispanic 
culture, food and music. 

KDKA NEWS 10/10/22 5:00 PM :25 The Jewish Association on Aging 
announced plans to redevelop the 
Residence at Weinberg Village.  The 58-
unit facility will close in December and be 
redeveloped with new care units.  
Current residents will be moved to other 
facilities until the project is completed in 
about three years. 

KDKA NEWS 10/10/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

3:10 As October 10 is recognized as 
Columbus Day, a Pennsylvania 
lawmaker is introducing a bill to change 
the holiday to Indigenous Peoples Day.  
Political Editor Jon Delano spoke to the 
lawmaker and the members of the Italian 
Sons and Daughters of America who 
want the day to continue as Columbus 
Day.  They say the holiday was a result 
of the lynching of eleven Italian 
immigrants in New Orleans in 1891. 

KDKA NEWS 10/21/22 6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

2:20 The production "Lift Every Voice" 
returned to Heinz Hall with the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Orchestra, local vocalists and 
award-winning musicians.  The 
performance was a creative combination 
of gospel, hip-hop and classical.  This 
was the first full return of the production 
since the pandemic. 

KDKA NEWS 10/27/22 ALL NEWS 
SHOWS 

MULTIPLE October 27 marked four years since the 
attack on the Tree of Life Synagogue in 
Squirrel Hill.  Eleven lives were taken in 
an act of hate.  The community of 
Pittsburgh and beyond held a 
commemoration ceremony to say their 
names, light candles and allowed people 
to pay their respects to the three 
impacted Jewish congregations.  The 
event was organized by the 10.27 
Healing Partnership, engaged victims’ 
families and included volunteer 
opportunities. 



 

KDKA NEWS 11/1/22 6:00 PM :20 A study by the University of Pittsburgh 
found there is a gaping hole in pediatric 
healthcare.  Only nine percent of medical 
studies include non-English speaking 
children.  Researchers think that lack of 
representation could lead to health 
inequities for families who speak different 
languages. 

KDKA NEWS 11/2/22 6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

3:00 In November an African American 
foundation and Latino non-profit got 
together to create a weekly youth 
program that focuses on music, art and 
learning about different cultures.  Iota Phi 
Foundation and Casa San Jose leaders 
believe it is the first cross-cultural youth 
program designed in Pittsburgh to create 
encounters for Black and Hispanic kids.  
The weekends include cooking, media 
arts, music and field trips.  It's a 12-week 
program for students grades six through 
nine. 

KDKA NEWS 11/3/22 5:00 PM :25 One of the nation's largest sports 
complexes opened in November in 
Coraopolis.  The AHN Montour Health 
and Sports Medicine Center includes 
several indoor and outdoor athletic fields.  
It will serve as the practice site for the 
Pittsburgh Riverhounds. 

KDKA NEWS 11/9/22 6:00 PM :15 The election of Summer Lee to the U.S. 
Congress was historical in Pennsylvania.  
She is the first African American woman 
from Pennsylvania to win a seat in 
Congress.  Also State Representative 
Austin Davis' election to Lieutenant 
Governor made him the first Black to hold 
that office. 

KDKA NEWS 11/15/22 6:00 PM 1:55 Pittsburgh Public School students went to 
see a block buster movie as a field trip in 
November.  They watched Wakanda 
Forever, the sequel to Black Panther.  
The school district used the movie as a 
learning tool to demonstrate culture, 
technology and diversity on the big 
screen. The film featured women as 
technology experts and included a large 
Black and Latino cast. 



 

KDKA NEWS 11/28/22 4:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

:45 Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and Iota Phi 
Foundation held its 28th holiday food and 
toy giveaway this year.  Organizers 
started buying toys in November and 
families were able to sign up for the 
giveaway being held in December.  
Organizers say they raised money for the 
event with fundraisers and grants.  They 
anticipated having toys and food for 600 
area families at the large holiday event 
with food, music, fun and Santa. 

KDKA NEWS 11/28/22 5:00 AM 

4:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

:55 In November, eleven national African 
American organizations came together to 
sponsor a community blood drive to help 
patients with sickle cell anemia.  Sickle 
cell disproportionately impacts African 
Americans and some patients require 
multiple blood transfusions.  The 
organizers included Jack and Jill, the 
Links and all nine Black Greek letter 
organizations in conjunction with the 
American Red Cross. 

KDKA NEWS 11/30/22 7:00 PM :25 For the first time since the pandemic, the 
Hip Hop Nutcracker returned for the 2022 
holiday season.  The performances at the 
Benedum Center resumed for the first 
time in nearly three years. 

KDKA NEWS 12/12/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

2:05 The PIAA launched an investigation after 
high school football champions posted 
celebrations on social media using racial 
slurs.  Belle Vernon players posted, as 
did Southern Columbia in Central 
Pennsylvania.  Both schools are 
predominantly White.  Southern 
Columbia beat Pittsburgh Westinghouse 
which has a number of Black players. 

KDKA NEWS 12/17/22 11:00 PM :55 In December, African American teens 
were introduced to the Pittsburgh 
community in a formal, black-tie 
presentation ball hosted by the 
Pittsburgh chapter of Jack and Jill of 
America.  The event highlighted the 
accomplishments of 16 junior and senior 
students across the region.  The guys 
wore white tuxedos and the girls white 
ball gowns as they were escorted by their 
parents. The event also raised money for 
the Josh Gibson Foundation. 



 
Issue 7 – Science & Technology:  Examining issues impacting science and technology in 
Pittsburgh, Allegheny County and surrounding areas. 
 

Program Date of 
Broadcast 

Time of 
Program 

Duration 
of Story 

Episode/Segment Description 

KDKA NEWS 10/4/22 4:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

:25 University of Pittsburgh Medical Center is 
pledging to cut greenhouse gas emissions 
by 50 percent within eight years.  And, 
they hope to achieve zero emissions by 
2050.  Hospital officials said they want to 
use geothermal technology and construct 
green buildings to reach the goals.  The 
project is part of a recent initiative started 
by the White House to battle climate 
change and build climate-resilient 
infrastructure. 

KDKA NEWS 10/6/22 5:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

:30 The Boys and Girls Club of Western 
Pennsylvania's Shadyside Clubhouse is 
switching its focus.  It has been 
rebranded as a new technology and 
sports center for the community.  Club 
leaders say want to offer more options, 
including STEM programs starting at age 
7 through high school. 

KDKA NEWS 10/6/22 5:00 PM :20 The Community College of Allegheny 
College is headed to space.  The college 
is taking part in the national student 
spaceflight experiments program.  The 
program guarantees that one experiment 
proposed by CCAC will be launched into 
space to learn more about the galaxy. 
Only three community colleges are 
participating in the space program. 

KDKA NEWS 

 
 
 

 

10/10/22 12:00 PM :25 KDKA joined the Pittsburgh Zoo and 
PPG Aquarium for STEAM FEST.  The 
event allows kids to experience what 
makes science, technology, engineering, 
art and math fun through several 
interactive projects.  KDKA did live 
weather reports on site and broadcast its 
Pittsburgh Today Live show there as 
well. 



 

KDKA NEWS 

 

10/13/22 4:00 PM :25 The former Carnegie Furnace Site will 
undergo a major redevelopment.  
Federal, state and local officials broke 
ground for the first of two industrial 
buildings at the location that will house 
technology, science and manufacturing 
companies.  It will also include a 
pedestrian and bike trail to connect the 
Carrie Furnace site, the Hot Metal Bridge 
and other areas.  The project is expected 
to cost nearly $20 million. 

KDKA NEWS 

 

10/14/22 5:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

:30 The first American spacecraft scheduled 
to go to the moon in 50 years is being 
constructed in Pittsburgh.  KDKA Anchor 
Kristine Sorensen previewed the opening 
of the new Moonshot Museum on 
Pittsburgh's North Side.  It's a working 
facility run by Astrobotic Technology 
which is building several lunar landers at 
its Pittsburgh location.  The Peregrine 
lander has a mission set for early 2023. 

KDKA NEWS 

 

11/16/22 12:00 PM 

4:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

2:00 The Pittsburgh Robotics Network hosted 
Discovery Day at the David L. Lawrence 
Convention Center in November.  The 
event attracted robotics professionals 
and those interested in the profession for 
an up-close experience. 

KDKA NEWS 

 

11/17/22 4:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

2:00 In her regular Kidsburgh segment, 
KDKA-TV Anchor Kristine Sorensen 
previewed the opening of the brand-new 
Mars exhibit at the Carnegie Science 
Center.  It opened it's new $4.5 million 
dollar "Mars: The Next Giant Leap" 
exhibit in November.  It's the most 
ambitious exhibit for the science center in 
30 years. 

KDKA NEWS 

 

12/14/22 5:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

2:00 December saw the first cold and snowy 
weather of the season.  Our coverage 
included the use of technology by 
PennDOT crews to monitor and treat 
deteriorating road conditions.  Snow plow 
trucks are equipped with equipment to 
tell them air temperatures, road 
temperatures and how much materials is 
needed on the road. 

 



 
Issue 8 – Veterans:  Examining issues impacting veteran communities in Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny County and surrounding areas. 
 

Program Date of 
Broadcast 

Time of 
Program 

Duration 
of Story 

Episode/Segment Description 

KDKA NEWS 10/8/22 5:00 AM 

12:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

:50 The Veteran's Leadership Program held its 
14th annual "Stand Down Pittsburgh" 
event to help local veterans prepare for the 
winter months.  The group provided vets 
with a warm breakfast, lunch, haircuts, flu 
shots, access to benefits and employment 
services.  The group estimates they help 
around 6500 veterans and their families 
annually. 

KDKA NEWS 10/1/22 6:00 PM 

 

:25 A special ceremony was held in October 
to dedicate a veterans’ memorial in 
Baldwin for 98 year old Russell "Huck" 
Hamler.  During World War II he was part 
of a top-secret elite Army unit called 
"Merrill's Marauders."  During a 
dangerous mission behind enemy lines, 
Hamler was trapped in a foxhole for ten 
days.  He received a Congressional gold 
medal, purple heart and bronze star. 

KDKA NEWS 10/18/22 5:00 AM 

6:00 AM 

12:00 PM 

:20 The Disabled American Veterans hosted 
a job fair with more than 65 employers.  
The event was for veterans, their 
spouses and active-duty military 
personnel interested in working in a wide 
range of industries. 

KDKA NEWS 11/9/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

:30 Students at Shaler Area Middle School 
hosted breakfast for veterans and their 
families in November in advance of 
Veterans Day.  The students served 
meals, gave performances and received 
lessons from vets in the community. 

KDKA NEWS 

 

11/10/22 12:00 PM 

4:00 PM 

1:40 

 

A local roofing company worked with 
other organizations to give a veteran a 
new roof as part of the National Roof 
Development Project.  Nasco Roofing 
and Construction, Owens Corning and 
the Purple Heart Homes Initiative 
installed a new roof on the home of the 
veteran who served in the Army's 101st 
Airborne in the 1980's. 



 

KDKA NEWS 

 

11/10/22 7:00 PM 1:35 KDKA Anchor Ken Rice featured a local 
center that opened during the pandemic 
to help local veterans. The CVS 
Workforce Innovation Talent Center is 
located inside Ebenezer Baptist Church 
in the Hill District.  A local Army veteran 
manages the program to teach job skills 
to 11,000 people.  He said some 
veterans have military skills that don't 
translate to civilian life.  He said he helps 
people overcome barriers like childcare, 
food assistance and transportation. 

KDKA NEWS 

 

11/11/22 12:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

2:30 Pittsburgh held its 103rd Annual 
Veterans Day parade in November with 
the theme, "Honoring a New Generation 
of Warriors."  The focus was on vets of 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

KDKA NEWS 

 

12/8/22 11:00 PM :25 December marked the 100th birthday of 
Catherine Gentilcore.  She is the widow 
of a World War II veteran and lives at the 
Veterans Home.  So, the State 
Department of Military and Veterans 
Affairs threw her a party.  She said the 
secret to living long is having empathy 
and helping those in need.  She said she 
also like Klondike bars. 

KDKA NEWS 

 

12/16/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

1:50 Western Pennsylvania veteran gravesites 
were among the 2.4 million resting places 
that received a wreath from the group 
Wreathes Across America.  The annual 
holiday memorial was observed at more 
than 3400 cemeteries.  Some wreaths 
are purchased through donations and 
some by family members. Volunteers 
placed them on the graves.  Both the 
National Cemetery of the Alleghenies 
and Union Cemetery in Westmoreland 
County were sites.   

KDKA NEWS 

 

12/22/22 12:00 PM :45 A World War II Veteran from West 
Virginia was honored by France for his 
service during the brutal Battle of the 
Bulge in Luxembourg.  Benjamin Portaro 
received the French Legion of Honor 
from French President Emmanuel 
Macron for his service during the battle.  
Portaro was taken prisoner by German 
troops.  He survived being in a prison 
camp for three months before being 
freed.   



 
Issue 9 – Infrastructure:  Examining issues impacting infrastructure in Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny County and surrounding areas. 
 

Program Date of 
Broadcast 

Time of 
Program 

Duration 
of Story 

Episode/Segment Description 

KDKA NEWS 10/1/22 6:00 PM 2:30 Mayor Gainey says in 2023, his 
administration will focus on funding special 
units for bridge repairs, engineering for 
bridge replacement and landslides caused 
by global warming.  The mayor gave a 
preview of his 2023 budget.  He 
acknowledged that the collapse of the Fern 
Hollow Bridge was eye opening, and in a 
survey of residents, the environment and 
infrastructure were among the priorities 
they want to see addressed. 

KDKA NEWS 10/4/22 5:00 AM :20 Pittsburgh area non-profit "Riverlife" is 
getting a $2 million boost from the 
Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny 
County.  The money will be used to buy 
property for its project to make 
improvements around the West End 
Bridge. 

KDKA NEWS 10/7/22 11:00 PM 2:30 City crews had to conduct an emergency 
demolition of a pedestrian bridge that 
crosses busy Bigelow Boulevard.  A 
crane crashed into the bridge which also 
caused the road to be shutdown while the 
demolition took place.  For residents who 
frequently walk across the bridge, it is a 
major inconvenience.  The city was 
working to determine how much it will 
cost to replace the bridge. 

KDKA NEWS 10/20/22 12:00 PM 

4:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

1:45 President Joe Biden traveled to 
Pittsburgh in October to revisit the Fern 
Hollow Bridge eight months after it 
collapsed.  The President was able to see 
the progress of the rebuilding of the 
bridge and tout his $1.2 trillion 
infrastructure plan to repair or rebuild 
2,400 bridges. 



 

KDKA NEWS 11/15/22 12:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00PM 

2:00 The American Society of Civil Engineers 
evaluated Pennsylvania's bridges and 
roads and issued a report card in 
November.  The state received an overall 
grade of a C minus which means the 
infrastructure across the state is in 
mediocre condition and requires attention 
to ensure safety. Bridges across the state 
received a D on the report card.  
Pittsburgh city infrastructure leaders said 
they already have plans to use federal 
funds to design new bridges that are 
needed. 

KDKA NEWS 11/16/22 6:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

1:45 Westmoreland County residents say a 
long-running project along Route 119 is 
making it difficult to get in and out of 
Youngwood.  PennDOT is installing new 
sewer and water lines.  Some business 
owners in the area say the work is 
interfering with their customers. The work 
is expected to be completed in February 
of 2023. 

KDKA NEWS 12/1/22 6:00 PM :20 In December, PennDOT gave an 
estimated re-opening date of the Fern 
Hollow Bridge.  A spokesman told KDKA 
the new bridge would re-open before 
Christmas, however work would continue 
through the Spring of 2023.   

KDKA NEWS 12/19/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

2:00 KDKA-TV Political Editor Jon Delano had 
a wide-ranging exclusive interview with 
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
who confirmed the date of the re-opening 
of the Fern Hollow bridge in time for 
Christmas.  He said $25.3 million came 
from the bipartisan infrastructure law.  
Buttigieg also announced another $28.4 
million will be allocated to upgrade five 
stations along the T's Red Line in the 
South Hills to make them more 
accessible to riders in wheelchairs or with 
strollers.  He said they were built before 
the ADA went into effect. 



 

KDKA NEWS 12/21/22 12:00 PM 

4:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

2:20 A ribbon cutting ceremony was held on 
the Fern Hollow Bridge on December 21, 
less than one year after it collapsed.  
Several dignitaries were on hand for the 
event including Governor Tom Wolf and 
Mayor Ed Gainey. 

KDKA NEWS 12/28/22 5:00 AM 

6:00 AM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

2:10 KDKA-TV followed the ongoing flight 
cancellation issues with Southwest 
Airlines during the December holidays.  
Anchor Jessica Guay went to the 
Pittsburgh International Airport to talk to 
passengers impacted by thousands of 
flight cancellations.  Travelers dealt with 
trying to find their luggage, rent a car, 
book with another airline or try to wait for 
a flight on Southwest.  The airline blamed 
a series of issues that created a domino 
effect including a massive winter storm, 
aggressive flight scheduling and outdated 
infrastructure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Issue 10 – Environment:  Examining issues involving environmental impact in Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny County and surrounding areas. 
 

Program Date of 
Broadcast 

Time of 
Program 

Duration 
of Story 

Episode/Segment Description 

KDKA NEWS 10/5/22 4:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

1:30 Electric car owners in Westmoreland 
County will soon have additional places to 
charge their cars.  Nine new charging 
stations will be installed in the city of 
Latrobe.  City officials will use some state 
funding to install the charging stations at a 
cost of $4,000 each.  The cost to electric 
car drivers is $6 per hour.  City leaders 
believe having the charging stations will 
encourage drivers to stop, shop and boost 
economic development. 

KDKA NEWS 10/7/22 4:00 PM :20 Hampton Township won more than 
$300,000 to help restore Pine Creek.  
The grant comes from the state to help 
communities reduce water pollution.  It is 
expected the restoration project will 
remove more than 37 pounds of nitrogen, 
phosphorus and sediment. 

KDKA NEWS 10/21/22 6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

2:30 Many people in Allegheny County woke 
up to "air quality" alerts on their 
smartphones.  Social media was buzzing 
with posts of air quality maps showing a 
bright red haze over Pittsburgh and 
southwestern Pennsylvania.  However, 
the Allegheny County Health Department 
reported that there was an error in apps 
that "overpredicted" the air quality.  The 
county said their monitors showed good 
to moderate air quality. 

KDKA NEWS 10/22/22 6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

:25 A day after a false alarm about air 
pollution levels in Allegheny County, the 
county health department issued an 
actual air pollution warning for the rest of 
the day and the next day for residents 
and workers in the Mon Valley.  The 
health department said the pollution 
levels exceeded the standard limit at one 
of the monitoring stations.  Sensitive 
groups like small children, the elderly and 
those with respiratory problems were 
advised to limit outdoor activity until the 
warning expires. 



 

KDKA NEWS 10/26/22 12:00 PM 

4:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

:45 A new study raises concerns about 
plastic pollution in local waterways.  A 
study from the Penn Environment Reach 
and Policy Center found that even the 
most protected streams are not safe from 
micro-plastic contamination.  The group 
took 300 samples from 50 waterways that 
included Bear Run, Little Sandy Creek 
and the Youghiogheny River.  They said 
every sample contained microplastics. 

KDKA NEWS 10/26/22 4:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

:15 Washington County schools are among 
eleven districts in Pennsylvania that will 
receive federal rebates for electric school 
buses.  The Biden administration 
announced the money will assist districts 
that are buying nearly 2500 electric and 
low-emission busses.  They will also be 
able to use the money to build charging 
stations. 

KDKA NEWS 10/31/22 6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

3:35 Shortness of breath, hard to walk short 
distances, heart racing.  Those are the 
symptoms one person said he 
experiences when pollution from the 
Clairton Cokeworks is elevated.  For five 
days in October, the Mon Valley was 
trapped in a pollution inversion.  That's 
when pollution is trapped between a layer 
of cool air and warm air.  It has the 
potential to cause health dangers for 
children, the elderly and those with 
respiratory ailments.  KDKA Investigative 
Reporter Andy Sheehan looked into what 
is being done to prevent those events.   

KDKA NEWS 11/9/22 6:00 PM 2:00 Fourteen trees were added to the 
Brighton Heights Park thanks to an 
initiative involving the Pittsburgh Pirates, 
Duquesne Light, Tree Pittsburgh and the 
Brighton Heights Citizens Federation.  
They plant a tree for every homerun hit 
by the Pittsburgh Pirates.  They've 
planted more than 200 trees in the last 
year. 



 

KDKA NEWS 11/15/22 5:00 PM 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

11:00 PM 

1:50 After six years and more than $6 billion to 
build, the Shell Ethane Cracker Plant 
officially started operations in Beaver 
County in November.  The site stretches 
about one mile along the Ohio River and 
employs around 600 people. 

KDKA NEWS 11/29/22 11:00 PM 2:45 Two weeks after operations began at the 
Shell Cracker Plant in Beaver County, 
residents noticed an orange glow in the 
sky from miles away.  Shell said it was 
the result of an issue with a steam 
generator which resulted in "flaring".  
KDKA-TV Reporter Jen Borrasso talked 
to concerned residents who saw the 
glow.  They are concerned it may impact 
the air and water.  Shell said there was 
an equipment malfunction and the 
system worked as it was designed.  They 
were working to minimize the "flaring". 

KDKA NEWS 12/1/22 6:00 PM 1:40 Pennsylvania wants to reduce the 
negative health impact of fuel emissions 
in the Pittsburgh area.  To do that, 
$500,000 is being allocated to a 
Pittsburgh company, Metalico, to convert 
diesel trucks to electric.  The money 
comes from a legal settlement the state 
received from Volkswagen for 
understating the diesel emissions from its 
cars.  The money will be used in 
Pittsburgh because it's considered an 
Environmental Justice Area.  That means 
the area has a high number of health 
problems related to adverse 
environmental impacts.   

KDKA NEWS 12/15/22 5:00 AM 

11:00 PM 

:25 State environmental regulators have sent 
a notice to Shell that it violated its 12-
month emissions limit at the new cracker 
plant in Beaver County.  The notice said 
it exceeded the limits on volatile organic 
compounds during the commissioning of 
the plant, and once it become operational 
in September.  The state said an active 
investigation of the violations is 
underway.  Shell was given 45 days to 
submit an analysis of the cause of the 
emissions. 



 

KDKA NEWS 12/26/22 6:00 PM :21 Beginning in January 2023, electric car 
owners will be eligible for tax credits.  It's 
an effort to boost sales and reduce 
greenhouse emissions.  Eligibility will 
depend on the car brand, when it was 
made, the sticker price and the buyer's 
income.  Electric car buyers can be 
eligible for up to a $7500 tax credit. 

 

 


