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The U-S Postal Service is likely to default on a big bill Wednesday if it doesn't get some help from Congress.  It owes more 
than five billion dollars in health care pre-payments.  The government mandates the service pre-fund the benefits for future 
retirees.  Postal officials have said they're bracing for default on this payment as well as the one due at the end of 
September.  They do say there won't be any impact on employees' pay or mail delivery.  The default is largely symbolic.  
The Postal Service is considered independent and doesn't usually use taxpayer dollars.  Right now, it's operating on a 
loan from the Treasury. 
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After dipping to $3.33 a gallon and flirting with $3 in the South, the nation's average gas price climbed 17 cents over 26 
consecutive days in July. It was the first monthly gain since March and the biggest July jump since at least 2000, AAA  
said tuesday. Nationally, regular gasoline now averages $3.50 a gallon, although it's pricier in 25 states. "More and more 
locations say prices are above where they were last year - and last year was the most expensive for motor fuel," says Oil 
Price Information Service analyst Tom Kloza. Gas averaged $3.71 a gallon in July 2011. The Midwest is particularly 
pinched. Refinery woes in Indiana and Illinois have crimped output, propelling prices to as high as $4.29 a gallon in 
Chicago and to near $4 levels in several regions of the Rust Belt. 
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The number of young adults ages 20 to 34 who lived with their parents jumped from 17% in 1980 to 24% in 2007-09 - the 
Great Recession according to a detailed analysis out today. The rise was sharpest among those under 25 - a new high of 
43% vs. 32% in 1980 - but it increased largely across the board. Even among 30- to 34-year-olds, nearly one in 10 lived 
with parents. "This 'Great Recession' has had tremendous effects that previous smaller recessions did not," says 
Zhenchao Qian, a sociology professor at Ohio State University 
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Starting today , all new health insurance plans must provide eight preventive health benefits to women for free. For women 
already in plans with copays or deductibles for those services -- they will also be free, starting at their plan's next renewal 
date. 
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In just a few months, over-the-counter HIV tests will be shelved alongside cold medicines and skin creams at 
neighborhood pharmacies, with the FDA's approval this month of Oraquick, the first ever rapid, in-home test for an 
infectious disease. "Our hope in approving the product is that more people will be able to test themselves and find out their 
HIV status," said Rita Chapelle of the FDA office of public affairs. But Joan Duggan, a physician at the University of Toledo 
Medical Center, is not convinced that OraQuick will make a dent in new infection rates. "This test is a two-edged sword. 
It's a great thing to have available, but we have to be careful. There's a huge potential for misuse," she said. Thousands of 
health-care professionals, including Duggan have administered an identical version of the test since 2004. 
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Dozens of Hispanic activists celebrated their efforts so far on Wednesday to boot controversial Arizona Sheriff Joe Arpaio 
out of office. They call themselves the campaign for Arizona's future and say they registered more than eleven thousand 
new Latino voters in the last few months. Outside the federal courthouse dozens gathered to show solidarity against the 
man whose trial was wrapping up inside the building. On Wednesday the defense in the Sheriff Arpaio racial profiling case 
took center stage. 
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U.S. Immigration and Customs  Enforcement's (ICE) Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO) officers in the local 
field office deported a record number of aliens so far this fiscal year - more than 68,000 - with less than three months 
remaining in the year.  Of the more than 68,000 removals, 99 percent were within ICE's enforcement priorities: 37 percent 
convicted criminals, 33 percent repeat  immigration violators or immigration fugitives, and 29  percent recent border 
entrants. Through smart and effective immigration enforcement, this administration remains committed to prioritizing 
immigration enforcement resources to target criminal aliens as well as those who threaten border security or the integrity 
of the immigration system. 
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Congressional investigators say thousands of Medicaid health care service providers still got paid by the government even 
though they owed hundreds of millions of dollars in federal taxes.  A legal technicality is making it harder for the IRS to 
collect. In a report out today, the Government Accountability Office says one dentist who received more than $100,000 
from Medicaid while owing back income taxes was spending lavishly on fine dining, trips, spas, shopping and wine. 
Medicaid payments to doctors, hospitals and other providers aren't technically considered federal funds, since they're 
funneled through state health care programs. Because of that loophole, the IRS can't just shut off the payment spigot to 
collect tax debts. Investigators only looked at three states, so the true extent of the losses is greater. 
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Toyota announced the recall Wednesday of some 778,000 vehicles in the United States due to a suspension problem that 
could cause crashes. The recall comprises roughly 760,000 Toyota RAV4's from model years 2006 to 2011, as well as 
about 18,000 Lexus HS 250h's from 2010. Toyota said that if the nuts on the rear suspension arms of these vehicles aren't 
tightened properly during a wheel alignment service, the arms may come loose or separate. Toyota spokesman Brian 
Lyons said that so far in the United States, there have been "nine crashes and three minor injuries alleged to be related to 
this condition. In addition to the United States, some 99,000 RAV4's and 1,000 HS 250h's in Canada are being recalled, 
though no other markets are involved, Lyons said. The affected drivers may notice a strange noise coming from the rear of 
their vehicles, Toyota said. The company said it's "preparing the remedy" for the problem, to be performed by dealers at 
no charge, and will provide further information for car owners by mail. In June, the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration opened an investigation into potential rear suspension failure in an estimated 460,000 RAV4's from 
between 2006 and 2008. A NHTSA spokeswoman said the agency "is in contact with Toyota regarding its recall and urges 
consumers to have their vehicles serviced promptly." "The agency's investigation remains open pending review of 
documentation from the manufacturer," the spokeswoman added. 
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Testimony wrapped up Thursday in the civil trial against Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio and his office, who stand 
accused of systematically discriminating against Latinos through racial profiling. Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio 
attorney, Tom Liddy, speaks with the media outside the Sandra Day O'Connor Federal Courthouse Thursday, Aug. 2, 
2012 in Phoenix. Testimony ended Thursday at a trial aimed at settling allegations over whether Maricopa County Sheriff 
Joe Arpaio's office racially profiles Latinos in its immigration patrols. (AP Photo/Matt York) It is now up to U.S. District 
Judge Murray Snow to determine whether or not 'the Sheriffs violated the civil rights of five Arizona Hispanics who sued 
"America's toughest sheriff." Snow indicated Thursday that he intends to make the ruling on whether or not intentional 
discrimination against Latinos exists within the agency and if the policies and practices result in unreasonable search and 
seizure. Snow's final ruling will come after Aug. 16, the day attorneys from both sides are scheduled to turn in their last 
round of written closing arguments. The plaintiffs - five Arizona residents who claim they were racially profiled by MCSO 
deputies and the organization Somos America  are not seeking monetary rewards. Instead, they want the judge to issue 
an injunction ordering Arpaio's office to adopt a policy that prohibits racial profiling and defines its meaning. 
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Facebook's share price has fallen below $20 for the first time, as it was revealed around 8 percent of its accounts could be 
sketchy.The social-networking website is now worth almost half what it was when it floated on the Nasdaq in May. It has 
lost nearly $50 billion in value -- more than the total valuation of Hewlett Packard or coffee company Starbucks. The stock 
debuted at $38 and since then has headed south, hit by increased doubts about its high valuation, growth prospects, and 
worries over its ability to make money from its growing mobile audience Facebook's latest figures suggest as many as 83 
million users may come from dubious sources -- including duplicate accounts, pages for pets and those designed to send 
spam. The number of real users is critical for the company as it seeks to secure advertising revenues from the website. 



Some analysts have expressed doubts that the company can boost revenues. The number of accounts grew to 955 million 
at the end of the second quarter, but some 8.7 percent may be dodgy, the company admitted in its quarterly filing with the 
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission. 
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A more well-rounded curriculum with less focus on a single test. Higher academic standards and more difficult classwork. 
Continued cuts to extracurricular and other activities because of the tough economy. Education Secretary Arne Duncan 
says those are some of the changes and challenges that children could notice as they start the new school year. Several 
significant reforms have taken place over the past three years. Forty-eight states and the District of Columbia have 
adopted the Common Core standards, a set of uniform benchmarks for math and reading. Thirty-two states and the district 
have been granted waivers from important parts of the Bush-era No Child Left Behind law. Billions in federal dollars have 
gone out to improve low-performing schools, tie teacher evaluations to student growth and encourage states to expand the 
number of charter schools, which are publicly funded but privately run. In an interview with The Associated Press, Duncan 
said he believes students will see the concrete effects of those changes when they head back to class. 
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Lifetime Social Security taxes and benefits for people turning 65 in different decades. The lifetime value of taxes is based 
on the value of accumulated taxes paid, as if those taxes were put into an account that earned an annual 2 percent 
interest rate, plus inflation. The examples are for a married couple in which both spouses earned average wages ($43,500 
in 2011). Projected benefits assume that both spouses have average life spans after turning 65. Want more benefits? Live 
longer. In 1960, a 65-year-old woman could expect to live 16 more years, on average, and a 65-year-old man could expect 
to live 13 more years. In 2030, a 65-year-old woman could expect to live 21 more years, on average, and a 65-year-old 
man could expect to live 19 more years. 
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State legislatures around the  country are passing fewer immigration-related state laws as result of economic problems in 
their states and the  Supreme Court decision on Arizona's SB1070, says new report.  
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U.S. homeowners are getting better about keeping up with their mortgage payments, driving the percentage of borrowers 
who have fallen behind to a three-year low, according to a new report. Still, the rate of decline remains slow, credit 
reporting agency TransUnion said Wednesday. The percentage of mortgages going unpaid is unlikely to return anytime 
soon to where it was before the housing market crashed. Some 5.49 percent of the nation's mortgage holders were behind 
on their payments by 60 days or more in the April-to-June period, the agency said. That's the lowest level since the first 
quarter of 2009. The second-quarter delinquency rate is down from 5.82 percent in the same period last year, and below 
the 5.78 percent rate for the first three months of 2012. The positive second-quarter trend coincided with an improving 
outlook for the U.S. housing market. A measure of national home prices rose 2.2 percent from April to May, the second 
increase after seven months of flat or declining readings. Sales of new homes fell in June after reaching a two-year high in 
May. Sales of previously occupied homes also declined in June, but were higher than a year earlier. 
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A new government study finds overall cholesterol levels in children and teens have decreased over the last two decades. 
It was conducted on more than 16-thousand people, aged six to 19-years-old, over three different time periods from 19-88 
to 2010. Researchers found a slight decrease in total cholesterol levels, as well as a drop in the number of children who 



had high cholesterol from 11-percent to eight-percent. The study was released in the Journal of the American Medical 
Association.  
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The home foreclosure rate in Southern Nevada still exceeds the national average but the Las Vegas metro area in July fell 
out of the top 20 in this category for the first time since the Great Recession began. Foreclosure property tracking service 
RealtyTrac from Irvine, Calif., reported Wednesday night that Las Vegas fell to 29th last month among the nation's metro 
areas with one foreclosure filing for every 376 housing units. That is still worse than the one foreclosure filing per 686 units 
nationally, which includes notices of default and trustee sales and repossessions by banks. But the July numbers are 
significant because Las Vegas had the nation's highest foreclosure rate among metro areas in 2011 before tumbling to 9th 
place in the first half of this year. Foreclosure activity, which involved 2,236 Las Vegas properties in July, was down 29.7 
percent from June and nearly 73 percent from July 2011. 
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Dallas County Has Worst Outbreak In U.S. This Year Facing the worst outbreak of West Nile virus in the nation this year, 
Dallas County is conducting aerial sprays today to try to contain the mosquitoes that carry the disease. Eight people have 
died after contracting the illness and more than 120 cases have been reported in Dallas County, according to the Texas 
Department of Health and Human Services. Officials in the county, which encompasses the metropolitan area of Dallas 
and Fort Worth, authorized the aerial sprays on Friday after meeting with state health officials and experts from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. It was the first time in nearly five decades aerial sprays were approved. "This 
is a matter of extreme concern, and we're going to follow the science and do what's best for our people," allas County 
Judge Clay Jenkins, the county's top elected official, told The Associated Press. 
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Gas prices jumped 18 cents over the past two weeks, the biggest jump of the year, according to a survey published 
Sunday.The average cost of a gallon of regular is $3.69 nationwide, the Lundberg Survey found.That's nearly 8 cents 
higher than a year ago, but still 28 cents lower than it was in April of this year. 
"Higher crude oil prices, higher corn-based ethanol prices, plus a spate of refinery and pipeline problems around the 
country combined" are behind the spike, said publisher Trilby Lundberg.The U.S. drought is pushing up prices for all corn-
based products.It's impossible to predict what will happen with gas prices in the near future, Lundberg said. "The refinery 
and pipeline issues that have added to the price rise are certainly temporary in nature. But the other two -- the ethanol 
price rises and the higher crude oil prices -- aren't so easily dismissed as immediately temporary."But, Lundberg said, she 
doubts prices will jump this quickly in the near future because many of the refinery issues are being resolved.The 
Lundberg Survey tabulates prices at thousands of gas stations nationwide.The city with the highest average in the latest 
survey was Chicago, at $4.23.The lowest average price was in Tucson, Arizona, at $3.18.Here are average prices in some 
other cities:- Boston, Massachusetts - $3.74. 
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A man on a personal watercraft who became stranded in a New York bay easily breached Kennedy Airport's security 
system by walking undetected through two runways and into a terminal. The New York Post reports that the 31-year-old 
man swam to a Jamaica Bay shore and then walked past motion sensors and closed-circuit cameras of the airport's state-
of-the-art Perimeter Intrusion Detection System. The $100 million system is meant to safeguard against terrorists. The 
man climbed an 8-foot-tall perimeter fence and made his way to Terminal 3. He approached a Delta Airlines worker, who 
alerted authorities. The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey is investigating. The agency says it plans to meet with 
the security system's maker this week. The man was charged with criminal trespass.   
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Fire officials said wildfires have destroyed dozens of homes and threatened hundreds more across several western U.S. 
states, including Idaho, where an on-duty firefighter was killed by a falling tree. Anne Veseth, a 20-year-old who was in her 
second season as a firefighter, was killed Sunday as she worked a fire near Orofino, the U.S. Forest Service said. Her 
older brother also is a wild-land firefighter in Idaho, where 12 blazes are burning. "The Forest Service is devastated by the 
loss of one of our own," Forest Supervisor Rick Brazell said. Officials were investigating the death, which came on the 
same day that another firefighter narrowly escaped a wildfire in southeastern Oregon. That firefighter was forced to deploy 
her emergency shelter in an area overrun by wind-whipped flames. She suffered minor burns to a leg and forearm and 
minor smoke inhalation. Her 20-person federal crew made it to a safety zone and was pulled off the fire. The blaze 
scorched about 653 square miles in remote terrain straddling Oregon and Nevada, where five ranches in the Kings River 
Valley were evacuated. A crew in central Washington state also barely outran flames Monday at a wind-driven fire in 
Kittitas County. 
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An analysis of consumer-credit data shows that Americans are carrying more credit card debt than a year ago, yet the 
late-payment rate for card holders remains near an 18-year low. Credit reporting agency TransUnion says the average 
credit card debt per borrower in the U.S. in the second quarter was $4,971. That's about 6 percent more than a year 
earlier. The rise in card balances coincides with a 4 percent increase in the number of new cards issued to consumers in 
the second quarter. Meanwhile, the rate of payments at least 90 days overdue inched higher to 0.63 percent from 0.60 
percent in the same period last year, when the rate hit the lowest level in 18 years. 
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Watch out for rising bank fees. A new survey from Money-Rates-dot-com finds banks are increasing all kinds of fees -- 
from monthly service fees to A-T-M and overdraft fees. And that's not all. The equirements to avoid monthly service fees 
are getting harder to meet. The survey found the average minimum balance needed to avoid fees jumped from about 856 
dollars to nearly 45-hundred dollars this year. Banks have been looking for ways to recoup lost revenue from a law that 
limits how much they can charge stores when customers use their debit cards. 
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Much of America is carrying around a lot of extra pounds, according to a new survey released Monday. A dozen U-S 
states had adult obesity rates that topped 30-percent last year. Mississippi leads the way with an obesity rate of nearly 35-
percent. Louisiana is second, followed by West Virginia, Alabama and Michigan. According to the study, 26 of the 30 
states with the highest obesity rates are in the Midwest and South. Colorado had the lowest obesity rate at just under 21-
percent. The report was released by Trust for America's Health and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The analysis 
was based on state obesity rates provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
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Young illegal immigrants are scrambling to get passports and other records in order as the Homeland Security Department 
starts accepting applications to allow them to avoid deportation and get work permits.    Homeland Security announced the 
details Tuesday of what documents illegal immigrants would need to prove that they are eligible for the Obama 
administration's Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals. The announcement came a day before U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services was set to begin letting people apply for the program. 
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A company called Burch Farms is recalling every cantaloupe and honeydew melon it grew this year, because of possible 
listeria contamination. The Food and Drug Administration found listeria on a melon at the company's North Carolina 
packing facility.  The melons were sold to distributors in 18 states along the East Coast and in the Midwest but may have 



been resold in other states. Consumers can identify the affected cantaloupes by stickers that say either Burch Farms or 
Cottle Strawberry on them. 
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The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in cooperation with the firm named below, today announced a voluntary 
recall of  the following consumer product. Consumers should stop using recalled products immediately unless otherwise 
instructed.  It is illegal to resell or attempt to resell a recalled consumer product.  Name of product: Bumbo Baby Seats 
Units: About 4 million in the U.S.   Note: In October 2007, 1 million Bumbo seats were voluntarily recalled  to provide 
additional warnings against use on raised surfaces. 
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An antibacterial chemical could weaken your muscles as you wash your hands. A new study suggest the antibacterial 
chemical, Triclosan, hinders muscle contractions at a cellular level. Triclosan is found in many products advertised as 
antibacterial and many that aren't. Beyond hand soap, you might find the chemical in mouthwashes and toothpastes, 
deodorants, lipstick, and trash bags. In the study, researchers at the University of Colorado and the University of 
California, Davis, found the chemical slowed swimming fish and weakened muscular strength in mice. Triclosan was also 
found to cause some muscle failure in isolated cells and fibers. 
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The marketer of Disney and Marvel hero-themed vitamins for children is refunding more than two-million dollars. N-B-T-Y 
has admitted its vitamins contained only a fraction of the nutritional value it claimed on the packaging. The pills were 
advertised as containing a dose of D-H-A that would satisfy 100-percent of a child's daily requirement. But the Federal 
Trade Commission says in some cases the vitamins contained only minuscule amounts of D-H-A. D-H-A is an omega-3 
fatty acid found in fish. 
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The Food and Drug Administration has approved a vaccine for the upcoming flu season. Health experts study global 
patterns to predict which strains of flu are most likely to infect people. One flu strain is the same as last year and there are 
two new strains. Each year, five to 20-percent of people in the U-S develop influenza and more than 200-thousand are 
hospitalized.  Doctors recommend that those six-months of age and older receive an annual flu shot. 
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A researcher at Western University in London said he's found more evidence pointing to the harmful effects of egg yolks. 
He claims the cholesterol found in the yolk is almost as dangerous as smoking. Dr. David Spence says Canadians are 
being duped by what he calls "propaganda" from the egg industry. His most recent study of more than 1,200 people found 
egg consumption accelerates atherosclerosis or plaque build up an arteries. He said the culprit is the cholesterol found in 
the yolk, which is 237 mgs in a jumbo egg. "It's more than the cholesterol in a Hardee's monster thick burger which is two-
thirds of a pound of beef, three slices of cheese and four slices of bacon," said Spence. 
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An outbreak of West Nile virus has engulfed Dallas County, with nearly 200 cases of human infection and 10 deaths, 
leading the mayor of Dallas to declare a state of emergency and to authorize the first aerial spraying of a pesticide in the 
city since 1966. The high number of infections and deaths from the mosquito-borne disease marks the nation's worst 
outbreak of West Nile in a year that has already logged a record number of cases across the country. The virus has 
become endemic in the United States since the first outbreak in 1999. An official with the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention said the Dallas-area outbreak was probably a harbinger of a larger spread of the virus into other 
parts of the country. In Cook County, Ill., which includes Chicago, human cases of infection rose steadily this week, from 5 
on Monday to 8 on Wednesday to 10 on Thursday, though no deaths had been reported, the authorities said. Texas 
officials say the statewide death toll so far is 17, the most West Nile-related fatalities of any state. In  said that as of 
Tuesday, 693 cases of infection had been reported nationwide. Louisiana had six deaths, according to the report, and no 
other state had more than one. 
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As the economy slowly recovers, single people are finding jobs much faster than their married peers. Single men and 
women lost about 5 million jobs during the financial crisis, and have since gained back 90% of them, according to the 
Labor Department. That's not too shabby, especially considering the jobs recovery has been so slow But married people, 
who make up a slightly larger part of the adult population, lost even more jobs and have gained far fewer back. Of the 6 
million jobs they lost, they've recouped only about 22%. Could employers be favoring single workers? That's unlikely, 
economists say. The real story probably lies in other demographic factors. The first clue is the timing. Singles slowly 
started recovering jobs in 2009, whereas married people didn't see a recovery begin until 2011. That could be of their own 
choosing, according to University of Chicago Economist Bruce Meyer. He suggests that in dual-earner households, 
married people have slightly more freedom to take their time in searching for a new job that's a good fit. "It may be that 
among many married couples, it's less crucial that both work," Meyer said. "If one is laid off and the other is working, the 
unemployed spouse can afford to take a while to look for a job." A single person who has no other financial support, 
probably can't afford to be as picky. 
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The number of U.S. children who drink sugar-free beverages has doubled in the past decade, a new study finds - though 
the health implications of the trend, if any, are unclear. Using data from a federal health survey, researchers found that by 
2008, 12.5 percent of children were drinking artificially-sweetened beverages. That was up from six percent a decade 
earlier. U.S. adults are downing more diet drinks too. One-quarter of Americans surveyed in 2007-2008 said they'd had a 
diet drink in the past day, versus 19 percent in 1999-2000, the researchers report in the American Journal of Clinical 
Nutrition. It's not surprising to see such trends, but the size of the increase among kids was a bit unexpected, according to 
senior researcher Dr. Miriam B. Vos, of Emory University in Atlanta. And whether the pattern is good or bad is unknown. 
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Araceli Cortes had made up her mind: After being brought to the U.S. as a child, graduating from high school and 
attending some college in California, she was going to return to Mexico to pursue her dream of becoming a doctor.  She 
quit her job, bought an airline ticket and reserved a seat to take a medical school entrance exam.  Then, a week before her 
departure, President Barack Obama announced that young illegal immigrants like Cortes would be given the chance to 
remain in the United States and obtain a work visa. Cortes canceled her ticket and decided to stay.  This week, she and 
thousands of other immigrants began the application process. But she and many other student immigrants could face 
some tough obstacles.  "It's not giving me much," Cortes, 20, said. "It's just a two-year permit."  Obama was clear in 
announcing the order: This was not a path to citizenship, but rather an opportunity to avoid deportation and work.  For the 
students who are illegal immigrants and have graduated from college, the new policy means they will have the opportunity 
to work in their field of study, something they could only do as independent contractors or unpaid interns before.  For 
younger immigrants like Cortes -- as many as 65,000 of whom are estimated to graduate from high school each year -- 
some barriers to earning a college degree will be removed. The main hurdle, however, will remain cost. Federal loans and 
grants, the largest source of aid for college students, require students to have a green card or U.S. citizenship. 
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There's a virtual dust-up over how Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney amassed more than 100,000 new 
Twitter followers in just a few days. It may seem trivial, but not to social networking junkies or campaigns mindful of the 
need to project an image of digital popularity and power. An analysis by the technology firm Barracuda Labs found most 
Twitter users who followed Romney one July weekend were probably fake, although it's impossible to know who's behind 
the spike. Romney went from 673,000 to 814,000 followers in that time. That number has since risen to more than 
861,000. President Barack Obama has 18 million followers. The Romney campaign's digital director, Zac Moffatt, says the 
campaign did not purchase the followers. He says the number isn't even something they care about. 
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There's some disturbing news about suicide and the U-S Army. Military officials reported Thursday there were 38 
confirmed or suspected soldier suicides in July. That's the highest monthly count since the Army began keeping detailed 
statistics. The number includes active and non-active duty soldiers in the Army National Guard and Reserve. So far in 20-
12, the Army has confirmed 120 suicides. Last month, Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta told a Congressional committee 
the U-S military was facing an "epidemic" of suicides. And he said it was in need of improvements in mental health 
services for active duty and returning troops. 
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Government officials say the amount of carbon dioxide released into the atmosphere in the U.S. is at its lowest level in 20 
years. Officials say the biggest reason is that many power plant operators have switched from dirtier-burning coal to cheap 
and plentiful natural gas. Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas that traps heat in the atmosphere. 
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Aerial spraying for mosquitoes carrying the west nile virus started up again tonight (sunday) In dallas county, texas. 
Storms canceled last night's spraying. Airplanes are spraying pesticides in an effort to stop the spread of the west nile 
virus. About 220-thousand acres were scheduled to be sprayed tonight in several cities. 
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More Americans are making their car payments on time, a trend that has sent the rate of overdue auto loans to the lowest 
level on records dating back more than a decade. The rate of U.S. auto loan payments at least 60 days overdue fell in the 
second quarter to 0.33 percent. That's down about 25 percent from the same period last year and 8 percent from the first 
three months of this year, credit reporting agency TransUnion said Tuesday. The latest rate marks the lowest level since 
TransUnion began tracking auto loan data in 1999. The highest rate recorded by the company was 2.39 percent in the first 
quarter of 2000. All told, the auto loan delinquency rate has fallen on an annual basis for 11 consecutive quarters. Among 
the factors contributing to the decline: lower interest rates that help more car buyers qualify for financing, and a strong 
market for used cars, which has provided more of an incentive for borrowers to avoid falling behind on payments by 
increasing the market value of their investment. The trend, however, also is due to a shift in car owners' mindset since the 
last recession. That's when many borrowers made keeping up with their car payments a priority over other types of 
financial obligations, including credit cards and home loans. "You need your car to get to work, or if you have to seek 
employment, you need a car to get to the interviews," said Peter Turek, a vice president of TransUnion's financial services 
business unit. While borrowers are being more diligent about their auto loan payments, they also are carrying larger 
balances. 
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The recent uptick in gas prices isn't stopping Americans from trying to get out of town on the last major travel holiday of 
the summer. A Triple-A (AAA) Labor Day travel survey shows 33-million people will travel 50 miles or more during the long 
weekend. The automotive and travel services group says the vast majority of travelers, 28-point-2 million of them, will hit 
the roadways for their trip. Since last year's survey, the number of travelers is up two-point-nine-percent, even though the 
average price of gasoline is up 14 cents since then.The Labor Day survey looks at the travel period between Thursday, 
August 30th and Monday, September 3rd. 
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Arizona's immigration law, SB 1070, is back in court on Tuesday morning. A coalition of civil rights groups is trying to block 
the so-called "show me your papers" provision from taking effect. The provision, Section 2B, is often called the heart of 
Arizona's controversial law. It says if police are enforcing other laws, and they come across people they suspect are in the 
country illegally, they must check their immigration status. Two years ago federal District Judge Susan Bolton blocked that 
provision of the law, among others, from taking effect while the case was litigated. In June, the U.S. Supreme Court struck  
three provisions because they preempted federal law, but found that Section 2B could go into effect. That hasn't happened 
yet because now a coalition against the law is raising new challenges, including civil rights claims. Opponents of the law 
say Section 2B will result in racial profiling and prolonged detentions. 
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Anti-immigrant legislation in Arizona is creating hurdles for undocumented youth wishing to enroll in the new federal 
"deferred action" program announced by the Obama Administration last June, that would defer deportation for certain 
undocumented immigrants and allow them to obtain work permits for a renewable period of two years. To qualify for 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), applicants need to have been younger than 16-years-old when they 



entered the country illegally. They must also meet other criteria, such as being enrolled in high school or having earned a 
diploma or General Education Development (GED) certificate, and an absence of certain criminal convictions. But in 
Arizona, a state law - Proposition 300 -- approved by voters in 2006, bars state-funded schools from offering free GED 
classes to undocumented immigrants, making the path to DACA eligibility difficult for those who may have aged out of the 
high school system but still wish to become eligible for the new federal program. 
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As the number of students enrolled in American colleges continues to grow, it might be no surprise that a majority of that 
growth comes from Latinos. That's according to a new analysis of Census Bureau data by the Pew Hispanic Center. From 
2010 to 2011, the number of students aged 18 to 24 attending American colleges grew from 12.2 million to a record 12.6 
million, and Latinos account for the largest share of that growth. It found that the increase in number of young Latinos 
enrolled in college outpaced all other ethnic groups. Latino college enrollment grew 15 percent in the last year, while white 
enrollment grew by just 3 percent, and Asian and African-American enrollment actually fell, by 8 percent and 3 percent 
respectively. Latinos are now the largest ethnic minority on four-year college campuses. The country's huge Latino 
population growth has a lot to do with that. But Pew researchers also said a record number of young Latinos are 
graduating from high school, making them eligible to attend college. 
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VO: 33VO: 33VO: 33VO: 33 

US Citizenship and Immigration Services will open its phone lines again to the public to answer questions exclusively 
about deferred action. The Enlace event will take place Wednesday Aug 22 between 7:30 and 9 pm Eastern time. The 
public may call 888-989-4980 or send questions via Twitter. 
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U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) today marked a significant milestone in its efforts to provide relief to 
victims of crimes by approving the statutory maximum 10,000 petitions for U nonimmigrant status, also referred to as the 
U-visa.  This is the third straight year USCIS has reached the statutory maximum since it began issuing U-visas in 2008. 
Each year, 10,000 U-visas are available for victims of crime who have suffered substantial mental or physical abuse and 
are willing to help law enforcement authorities investigate or prosecute those crimes. A U-visa petition requires law 
enforcement certification of assistance in the investigation or prosecution of crimes. "The U-visa is an important tool aiding 
law enforcement to bring criminals to justice," said USCIS Director Alejandro Mayorkas. "At the same time, we are able to 
provide immigration protection to victims of crime and their families. Both benefits are in the interest of the public we 
serve." In recent years, USCIS has greatly expanded its public education and outreach effort through partnerships with 
law enforcement agencies and service providers. As part of this effort, USCIS officers have traveled to more than 40 cities, 
including Denver, New York City, Newark, and San Antonio, to train federal, state and local law enforcement agencies and 
immigrant-serving organizations on immigration protections available to individuals who are victims of human trafficking, 
domestic violence and other serious crimes. 
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The number of West Nile virus infections in the United States has jumped more than 60 percent in the past week in what 
federal officials say is one of the country's biggest-ever outbreaks of the disease. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
said on Wednesday that 1,118 cases and 41 deaths had been reported so far this year, up from fewer than 700 cases and 
26 deaths just one week ago. 
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The Food and Drug Administration has identified an Indiana farm tied to a recent salmonella outbreak linked to cantaloupe 
and says the operation has launched a formal recall of the melons. Chamberlain Farms of Owensville could be one source 
of the multistate outbreak, the FDA said in a news release Wednesday evening. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention reports that of 178 people infected in 21 states, two people have died and 62 have been hospitalized.  
Chamberlain Farms earlier had agreed to withdraw its cantaloupe from distribution, but the FDA said the formal recall will 



aid that effort and boost awareness. Salmonellosis causes diarrhea, fever and cramps. Most recover without treatment, 
but it can be deadly for some.  
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Contaminated tattoo ink caused at least 22 skin and soft tissue infections last fall in four U.S. states, according to an 
analysis released on Wednesday.The infections prompted an investigation by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention that uncovered 22 confirmed cases, 4 probable cases, and 27 possible cases of contamination-related 
infections in New York, Washington, Iowa and Colorado 
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The poll finds that 41% favor such measures, up from 28% in 1995, the only other time PDK asked the question. The 
findings, part of the group's annual poll on public attitudes toward public schools, also finds "clear partisan divides" on the 
issue, with 65% of Democrats vs. 21% of Republicans favoring school funds for these kids. One in three (33%) 
independents support the idea. PDK Executive Director William Bushaw said he's "both hopeful and disappointed" at the 
new findings - hopeful that more Americans see the importance of underwriting kids' schooling regardless of their 
immigration status, but disappointed that a majority of Americans still don't support it. Bushaw said he suspected that high-
profile debates over restrictive state immigration laws in Arizona and Alabama gave the issue higher prominence in 
people's minds. Wendy Puriefoy, president of the Public Education Network, which advocates overhauling schools in low-
income communities, said that 41% support was "very disheartening," given the public's generous attitude toward 
education. "We're all immigrants, and we've always helped each other. And the fact that people are thinking that they don't 
want to help each other anymore just doesn't feel like what most Americans I know believe in their hearts," Puriefoy said. 
The poll of 1,002 adults May 7-June 4 - with a margin of error of +/-4 percentage points - ended about a week and a half 
before President Obama's June 15 announcement that he would "lift the shadow of deportation from these young people" 
by offering them temporary relief. Bushaw said he wouldn't be surprised if public support has inched up more since then. 
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The newborn penis has been the subject of more than a little ink lately. San Francisco tried in vain to curtail circumcision. 
Germany recently ruled that the procedure constitutes "bodily harm." "Intactivists" rail against circumcision even as most 
baby boys born in the U.S still get circumcised. Until now, the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) has remained fairly 
neutral on the subject. But on Monday, the influential pediatricians' group updated its policy statement from 1999, stating 
that the "preventive health benefits of elective circumcision of male newborns outweigh the risks of the procedure." The 
organization stopped short of routinely recommending the procedure for all baby boys, noting that the decision of whether 
circumcision "is in the best interests of their male child" should be left up to individual families. But they added that those 
families that choose circumcision - and most U.S. families still do, although the practice has been on the decline should be 
reimbursed by insurance. "There has been a change in tone," says Dr. Doug Diekema, a member of the AAP task force on 
circumcision and a pediatrician at Seattle Children's Hospital. "We are saying that based on our review, male circumcision 
does have significant health benefits that outweigh the risks of the procedure." 
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Nearly 45,000 such parents were removed in the first six months of this year, according to Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). Behind the statistics are the stories: a crying baby taken from her mother's arms and handed to social 
workers as the mother is handcuffed and taken away, her parental rights terminated by a U.S. judge; teenage children 
watching as parents are dragged from the family home; immigrant parents disappearing into a maze-like detention system 
where they are routinely locked up hundreds of miles from their homes, separated from their families for months and 
denied contact with the welfare agencies deciding their children's' fate. At least 5,100 U.S. citizen children in 22 states live 
in foster care, according to an estimate by the Applied Research Center, a New York-based advocacy organization, which 
first reported on such cases last year. When nursing mothers are torn from their babies, when children come home from 
school to find their parents missing ... when all this is happening, the system just isn't working and we need to change it. 
U.S. President Barack Obama And an unknown number of those children are being put up for adoption against the wishes 



of their parents, who, once deported, are often helpless to fight when a U.S. judge decides that their children are better off 
here. Immigration lawyers say that - despite the ICE policy changes - they see families destroyed every day. "I had no idea 
what was happening," says Janna Hakim of the morning in 2010 when a loud knocking at her Brooklyn apartment door 
jolted her awake. It was the first Friday of 
  
 ============================================= 

  
08/28/201208/28/201208/28/201208/28/2012 

     
NOTHING TO REPORTNOTHING TO REPORTNOTHING TO REPORTNOTHING TO REPORT 

  
 ==================================================================================================================================================================================== 

  
08/29/201208/29/201208/29/201208/29/2012 

  
PARENTS TO COLLEGE KIDS: LIVE AT HOME, GET A JOBPARENTS TO COLLEGE KIDS: LIVE AT HOME, GET A JOBPARENTS TO COLLEGE KIDS: LIVE AT HOME, GET A JOBPARENTS TO COLLEGE KIDS: LIVE AT HOME, GET A JOB 

VO: 38VO: 38VO: 38VO: 38 

Parents are doing whatever they can to send their kids to college without leaving them drowning in debt upon graduation.  
That includes asking their college-bound kids to live at home and commute to classes or major in areas of study that will 
lead to more lucrative careers. Many parents are even asking their children to start saving for college when they're as 
young as 13, a Fidelity survey of 2,000 families with children 18 or younger found.  The study found that the average 
family hopes to pay for 57% of the total cost of college -- saying that the rest will come from loans, scholarships or gifts. 
But still many are coming up woefully short, with families reporting that they are only on track to meet 30% of their savings 
goals. 
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Excellere Partners, a Denver-based private equity firm focused on partnering with middle-market entrepreneurs and 
management teams, announced today that it has completed its investment in PhyMed Management, LLC, the 
management services company to Anesthesia Medical Group, P.C. (AMG), a leading provider of outsourced anesthesia, 
interventional pain management and other complementary services to hospitals and surgery centers. This represents the 
second platform investment in Excellere Capital Fund II, L.P.Nashville, Tenn.-based AMG is one of the largest providers of 
anesthesia services in the U.S., with more than 60 physicians and 200 certified registered nurse anesthetists (CRNA), 
serving medical facilities within Tennessee.Excellere continues to pursue investments within five targeted industries: 
healthcare; specialty foods; industrial technology and services; business services; and education and training. Since its 
founding in 2006, the firm has distinguished itself by deploying its proprietary buy-and-build investment strategy and value 
creation processes, which were developed to support the entrepreneurial companies with which it partners and invests. 
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Drivers are being hit with the biggest one-day jump in gasoline prices in 18 months just as the last heavy driving weekend 
of the summer approaches. As Hurricane Isaac swamps the nation's oil and gas hub along the Gulf Coast, it's delivering 
sharply higher pump prices to storm-battered residents of Louisiana and Mississippi -- and also to unsuspecting drivers up 
north in Illinois, Indiana and Ohio. The national average price of a gallon of gas jumped almost five cents Wednesday to 
$3.80, the highest ever for this date. Prices are expected to continue to climb through Labor Day weekend, the end of the 
summer driving season.   "The national average will keep ticking higher, and it's going to be noticeable," says Patrick 
DeHaan, senior petroleum analyst at Gasbuddy.com.  The wide storm shut down several refineries along the Gulf Coast 
and others are operating at reduced rates. In all, about 1.3 million barrels per day of refining capacity is affected. So, it's 
no surprise that drivers in Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi and Florida saw gas prices rise by a dime or more in the past 
week.  But some states in the Midwest are suffering even more dramatic spikes. Ohio prices jumped 14 cents, Indiana 
prices soared 13 cents and Illinois prices jumped 10 cents on Wednesday alone according to the Oil Price Information 
Service. Days before Isaac is expected to douse those states with rain, the storm forced the shutdown of a pipeline that 
serves a number of Midwest refineries.  Drivers in the region were angry and confused. ""I saw gas in my neighborhood for 
$3.56 a gallon just Tuesday morning, and now I'm paying $3.95. It's terrible," said Mary Allen of Cincinnati as she paid $20 
for just over five gallons of gas. She wondered how Isaac could drive up gas prices in Ohio -- and then resigned herself to 
a holiday weekend without travel.  The price surge is happening at the wrong time and the wrong place for Dickson 
Stewart, a 56-year-old electronics consultant, who is driving from Minneapolis to Savannah, Ga. this week. He stopped at 
a BP station in downtown Chicago Tuesday -- home to some of the highest retail prices in the country -- and paid $4.49 a 
gallon to fill up his Jeep Wrangler. 
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Sales of bank-owned homes and those already on the foreclosure path fell sharply in the second quarter, yet their share of 
all U.S. home purchases increased. Foreclosure listing firm RealtyTrac said Thursday that foreclosure sales fell 12 
percent from the first quarter and declined 22 percent from the second quarter last year. Foreclosure sales include bank-
owned homes and properties in some stage of foreclosure, such as short sales -- when the home sells for less than what 
the seller owes on the mortgage. The firm says foreclosure sales accounted for 23 percent of all home sales in the second 
quarter. That's up from 22 percent in the first quarter and 19 percent a year earlier. Foreclosure sales also posted the 
biggest annual increase in average sales price since 2006. 
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A June executive order from President Obama will let undocumented immigrants stay in the U-S for at least two years 
under certain conditions.  For example, they must prove they were younger than age 16 when they came to the U.S.; lived 
here at least five years; and enrolled in school or the military. The bill in the California legislature would make those 
immigrants - a group some call DREAMers - eligible for drivers licenses.  State Senator Anthony Cannella was one of 
three Republicans to support the measure: The bill now moves to the Assembly for a final vote later this week. Lawmakers 
Pass Open Carry Ban on Rifles, Shotguns California lawmakers have sent a ban on openly carrying unloaded shotguns or 
rifles in public to the desk of Governor Jerry Brown.  The measure follows a similar ban approved last year on openly 
carrying unloaded handguns in public. Republicans strongly opposed the bill.  Assemblyman Tim Donnelly argued many 
Californians are simply expressing their fundamental right. 
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Illegal immigrants who receive temporary reprieves from deportation will not be eligible for Medicaid benefits, federal 
health officials say. Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer's office says the finding by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
should resolve the debate surrounding her Aug. 15 executive order telling state agencies to deny all public benefits to 
young undocumented immigrants who receive deferred action. However, the ruling, issued Tuesday, addresses only 
federal health-care eligibility. Questions still remain about whether states can deny driver's licenses and other benefits 
covered under Brewer's order, which was issued the day President Barack Obama's new deferred-action program took 
effect. The program allows as many as 80,000 Arizonans under 31 years old who were brought to this country illegally as 
children to apply to stay and work in the U.S. In a letter Tuesday to state Medicaid directors, CMS Director Cindy Mann 
said those who receive deferred action won't be eligible for Medicaid or the children's health-insurance program, known in 
Arizona as KidsCare, because "the reasons that (the U.S. Department of Homeland Security) offered for adopting ... the 
process do not pertain to eligibility for Medicaid." The letter does not otherwise address the legal status of undocumented 
immigrants who receive work permits through the deferred-action program. 
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Teenagers who become hooked on cannabis before they reach 18 may be causing lasting damage to their intelligence, 
memory and attention, according to the results of a large, long-term study published on Monday. Researchers from Britain 
and the United States found that persistent and dependent use of cannabis before the age of 18 may have a so-called 
neurotoxic effect, but heavy pot use after 18 appears 

to be less damaging to the brain. 
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Programs are out there to help young adults with autism find and keep a job. But no one yet 
knows whether they work, according to a study published Monday. Combing the medical literature for evidence on the 
question, Researchers were able to find only five studies. All were generally low-quality, the team reports in the journal 
Pediatrics. 
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