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Starting Wednesday, all new health insurance plans must provide eight preventive health benefits to women for free.  The 
department of Health and Human Services estimates 47 million women are in health plans that have to offer them new 
benefits. It's a requirement of the Health Care Reform Law passed in 2010. The Supreme Court upheld most of the law in 
June. The Secretary of Health and Human Services celebrated the milestone on Tuesday. 
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The Postal Service is facing a financial crisis, poised to default today on an important debt to the government. The U.S. 
Postal Service is losing money and the situation is growing more serious by the day. That's something Postmaster 
General Patrick Donahoe acknowledged on Capitol Hill this spring. "We've got to get our finances stabilized. The quicker 
we act and get ourselves back on firm financial footing, the better for the industry." If Congress doesn't act by today, 
August 1, the service will default on a $5.5 billion payment to the federal government to cover retiree health benefits. 
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San Bernardino filed for bankruptcy protection on Wednesday citing more than $1 billion of debts and making it the third 
California city to seek protection from creditors. San Bernardino declared a fiscal crisis last month after a report said local 
government had tapped out its reserves and projected spending would top revenue by $45 million in the fiscal year that 
began on July 1. 
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Toyota Motor Corp. said Wednesday it's recalling 778,000 RAV4 SUVs and Lexus HS 250h sedans in the U.S. to fix a 
suspension problem that could cause crashes. The company says if rear suspension nuts aren't tightened properly after a 
wheel alignment, the arms can rust and separate from the vehicle. Toyota reported nine crashes and three minor injuries 
from the problem. RAV4s from the 2006 to 2011 model years are covered by the recall. The Lexus sedans are from 2010 
only. 
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After dipping to $3.33 a gallon and flirting with $3 in the South, the nation's average gas price climbed 17 cents over 26 
consecutive days in July. It was the first monthly gain since March and the biggest July jump since at least 2000. 
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The U.S. is locking up more illegal immigrants than ever and generating lucrative business for the nation's largest prison 
companies. An Associated Press review shows the private firms have spent more than $45 million lobbying lawmakers 
and contributing to campaigns over the last decade as their share of detention beds has jumped from 10 percent to nearly 
half. The cost to American taxpayers for locking up the 400,000 immigrants detained is on track to top $2 billion for this 
year. The companies are expecting their biggest profits in the next few years because the government plans new facilities. 
The expansion is expected to continue even as the nation has seen a drop in illegal immigration. Federal officials told the 
AP privatization isn't necessarily cheaper. 
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Federal authorities said today that many police departments in the united states still exist disclaim immigrant visas for 
victims of human trafficking, domestic violence and other crimes, although these are made for more than a decade! 
referred visas to call "t" mplementadas in 2000, for victims of severe cases of human trafficking and visas "u" in use since 



2007, which are for immigrant victims of mental or physical abuse as a result of criminal activity . They called upon not to 
be afraid immigrants and report their case to the authorities! 
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Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Secretary Janet Napolitano recently testified before Congress about the 
Deferred Action for DREAMers program that was announced by President Obama on June 15, 2012. In her testimony she 
provided the following announcements and clarification: 1. August 1, 2012 - DHS is expected to explain the application 
process 2. August 15, 2012 Applications are expected to begin to be accepted. 3. Fees. $465 for both the work 
authorization and biometrics. However, there is a strong likelihood there will be a separate fee for deferred action. 4. 
Maximum age for eligibility. Applicants younger than 31 on June 15, 2012 will be eligible to apply. DHS had previously 
indicated that applicants could not be over 30 in order to be eligible, which left many questions as to whether a person 
could be eligible until his or her 31st birthday, and whether the eligibility consideration was as of the date of application or 
the June 15, 2012 announcement. This has now been clarified. 
  
UNEMPLOYMENTUNEMPLOYMENTUNEMPLOYMENTUNEMPLOYMENT 
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U.S. employers added 163,000 jobs in July, a hopeful sign after three months of sluggish hiring. The Labor Department 
says the unemployment rate rose to 8.3 percent from 8.2 percent in June. July's hiring was the best since February. Still, 
the economy has added an average of 151,000 jobs a month this year, roughly the same as last year's pace. That's not 
enough to satisfy the 12.8 million Americans who are unemployed. The rate increased because the government uses two 
surveys: A survey of businesses showed job gains, but a survey of households showed fewer people had jobs. 
Economists say the business survey is more reliable. High unemployment could hurt President Barack Obama's re-
election hopes. No president since World War II has faced re-election with unemployment over 8 percent. 
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Amid pressure from Democratic lawmakers, Homeland Security officials reiterated Friday that a foreigner's longstanding 
same-sex relationship with a U.S. citizen could help stave off the threat of deportation.  Binational gay couples are eligible 
for consideration under a federal program designed to focus resources away from low-priority deportation cases and let 
officials spend more time tracking down convicted criminals, said Marsha Catron, a spokeswoman for the Department of 
Homeland Security.  However, the Obama administration will not automatically shelve deportation cases or process green 
card applications involving foreign citizens married to same-sex American partners.  Catron said Homeland Security will 
continue to comply with a 1996 law that prohibits the government from recognizing same-sex relationships, even as it 
takes these relationships into consideration when evaluating possible deportation.  The Obama administration last year 
said it considers the Defense of Marriage law unconstitutional and would no longer defend it in court. 
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As if living in the Golden State wasn't cozy enough, Southern California young adults lived with their parents at some point 
between 2007 and 2009 at a higher rate than in most other U.S. regions. But it's not just a beach bum syndrome. Both the 
Great Recession of those years and broad cultural shifts -- such as delayed marriages and careers -- meant more young 
adults lived at home across the U.S. according to a report just released by The Ohio State professor Zhenchao Qian, and 
Census data between 2007 to 2009. During that period, 24 percent of 20- to-34-year-olds lived with their parents at some 
point compared with 17 percent in 1980. "The recession hit young adults hard because it's usually 'last hired, first fired,'" 
Qian told The Huffington Post. "Young people change their jobs often, and their jobs are relatively less stable to those who 
are older and more experienced." 
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Younger than 18-years old and seeking a body piercing? If you're in New York, that rebellious past time just got a tad 
more difficult. Thanks to a new law signed by Governor Cuomo on Monday, New York minors must now receive parental 



consent before getting pierced up . Cuomo said in a statement,  "Body piercing can result in severe health risks and it is 
our obligation as New Yorkers and parents to make sure that our teens are taking every precaution to remain healthy and 
safe." Senator Joseph E. Robach, a co-sponsor of the bill, deemed the legislation "logical" because after all a body 
piercing can leave a permanent scar and therefore parents should have a say. 
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There are several different types of tax free weekend events in the U.S. Some apply to general merchandise, while others 
are limited to Energy Star products or hurricane preparedness. Most general sales tax holidays take place during August, 
to help parents save money on their kids' back-to-school needs. Energy Star and emergency planning tax free events tend 
to take place at different times throughout the year. As a single parent, you'll want to plan ahead and take advantage of 
the tax free savings whenever possible. Just make sure that you're not buying things you don't really need, just because of 
the savings. Instead, make an actual list of what you need to buy, and shop around to make sure that shopping during 
your state's tax free weekend is really going to result in the best deal for your purchases. 
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Lawmakers in 41 states enacted 114 bills and adopted 92 resolutions dealing with immigration in the first half of 2012. The 
immigration activity is detailed in a new report from the National Conference of State Legislatures' (NCSL) Immigrant 
Policy Project released Monday at the NCSL Legislative Summit. This marks a decrease of 20 percent from the 257 laws 
and resolutions enacted in the first half of 2011. Law enforcement and identification/driver's licenses remained the leading 
issues addressed by state legislatures, comprising 18 percent and 11 percent respectively, of all enacted laws on 
immigration. 
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Immigrant advocates seeking a Colorado ballot measure to allow driver's licenses for illegal immigrants say their petition 
drive is going slow. The activists say they have less than 5 percent of the signatures they want to collect by August. If 
approved by voters, the ballot measure would change a law that requires proof of legal residency to be issued a Colorado 
driver's license. Activists say illegal immigrants are driving anyway, and that the public would be safer if those drivers 
could seek licenses and auto insurance. 
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Half as many U.S. adolescents as in 2006 can still buy high-calorie sodas in schools, but other sugary beverages remain 
easily available onsite, a survey showed. University of Michigan Ann Arbor researchers found the trend in a survey of 
more than 1,900 public schools, which has grown as the institutions banish sodas from vending machines, school stores 
and cafeterias. Older students who could buy soda in high school fell to 25 percent in 2011 from 54 percent in 2006, while 
access by younger middle school students fell to 13 percent from 27 percent, according to the study published in the 
Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine on Monday. 
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As many as 1.76 million unauthorized immigrants under the age of 31 who were brought to the United States as children 
could gain a two-year grant of relief from deportation, according to updated Migration Policy Institute (MPI) estimates that 
take into account the more detailed eligibility guidelines outlined by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) on 
August 3, 
  
PHONE/ RADIATIONPHONE/ RADIATIONPHONE/ RADIATIONPHONE/ RADIATION 



VVVVO :18O :18O :18O :18 

U.S. regulators should take a fresh look at 15-year-old standards on radiofrequency energy from mobile phones, an 
investigative arm of the U.S. Congress said on Tuesday amid lingering concerns the devices may cause brain tumors. 
Before a mobile phone comes on the U.S. market, it is first tested to ensure its emissions are within a limit determined 
by the Federal Communications Commission to be safe for human exposure. 
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 One month in to wireless service being provided in six New York City subway stations, commuters like Langmead are 
happy to have chances to connect when their trains head underground and pull into one of the stations with Wi-Fi. The 
new service is part of a $200 million plan to connect the subway to the outside world. Transit Wireless, the company in 
charge of building and designing the network, is working with many carriers to provide cellphone and data connectivity 
services to all 277 underground stations in New York by 2017. 
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A massive Chevron oil refinery fire that sent hundreds of people rushing to hospitals and is pushing West Coast gas prices 
higher was just the latest pollution incident at the facility that records show has increasingly violated air quality rules over 
the past five years. The refinery is one of three such facilities near San Francisco that rank among the state's top 10 
emitters of toxic chemicals, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Toxic Release Inventory. Chevron's 
Richmond refinery -- the scene of Monday's fire that shrouded the area in black smoke -- has been cited by San Francisco 
Bay area regulators for violating air regulations 93 times in the past five years. The number has increased from 15 
violations in 2007 to 23 in both 2010 and 2011. The refinery is also the state's largest emitter of greenhouse gases, 
according to state regulators. The Richmond refinery produces about 150,000 barrels of gasoline a day -- or 16 percent of 
the West Coast's daily gasoline consumption of 963,000 barrels, said Tom Kloza, chief oil analyst at Oil Price Information 
Service. 
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Previous generations got a much better bargain, mainly because payroll taxes were very low when Social Security was 
enacted in the 1930s and remained so for decades. If you retired in 1960, you could expect to get back seven times more 
in benefits than you paid in Social Security taxes, and more if you were a low-income worker, as long you made it to age 
78 for men and 81 for women. As recently as 1985, workers at every income level could retire and expect to get more in 
benefits than they paid in Social Security taxes, though they didn't do quite as well as their parents and grandparents. Not 
anymore. A married couple retiring last year, after both spouses earned average lifetime wages, paid about $598,000 in 
Social Security taxes during their careers. They can expect to collect about $556,000 in benefits if the man lives to 82 and 
the woman lives to 85, according to a 2011 study by the Urban Institute, a Washington think tank. 
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A new study from the Center for Immigration Studies uses Census Bureau data from 2010 and 2011 to provide a detailed 
picture of the nation's immigrant population (legal and illegal) by country of birth, state, and legal status. A key finding is 
that immigration has dramatically increased the size of the nation's low-income population. In general, immigrants make 
significant progress the longe r they live in the country. But even with this progress, immigrants who have been in the 
country for 20 years are still much more likely to be poor, lack health insurance, and access the welfare system than 
native-born Americans. The large share of immigrants with little education partly explains this phenomenon. 
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Agents in the Maricopa Sheriff's office are conducting a search warrant at a business located west of the valley which 
could be staffed by 21 people who use fake IDs. The business called General Nutrition Corporation is a winery. Sheriff Joe 
Arpaio is at the operational as well as 30 of his officers. 
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Around 1,800,00 young people known as "dreamers", anxiously await for August 15 to fill out an application for the 
program known as "Deferred Action". But many are afraid and have more questions. And of those many, one of the most 
recognized "Dreamers" went straight to Washington to ask those questions. 
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Federal authorities are asking the public to help them identify two adults and two kids who appear in child pornography 
tape which were discovered by agents in Los Angeles. 
One child is is presumed to be between 3 to 5 years old, and the other 5 to 7 years old. Eight pictures of a woman were 
also released today. Authories believe this woman resides in the United States. 
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Foreclosure activity in the Chicago area continued to be well ahead of its year-ago pace in July, as lenders put new homes 
into foreclosure and pushed through existing cases that languished fore more than a year while federal and state 
authorities investigated lenders' foreclosure practices. While the overall number is down from the 13,092 foreclosure 
notices issued in June, it is 37 percent higher than the level of activity in July 2011. The trend comes as banks work to 
make up for time lost last year as the mortgage-lending industry grappled with allegations that it had processed 
foreclosures without verifying documents. 
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The Consumer Product Safety Commission said Thursday the voluntary recall includes about 1.3 million GE, GE Adora, 
GE Eterna, GE Profile and Hotpoint dishwashers. The machines' heating elements can fail and cause fires. GE has 
received seven reports of fires, three of which caused extensive property damage. No injuries have been reported. The 
dishwashers were sold nationwide from March 2006 through August 2009 for $350 to $850. They came in black, white, 
bisque, stainless steel and CleanSteel colors and finishes. 
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A deepening drought in the nation's farm states has cut further into this fall's harvest, with farmers now expected to pull 
from their fields the lowest corn yield in more than a decade. But American farmers are still expected to produce their 
eighth-largest harvest ever, and while there's sure to be a rise in prices at the grocery stores, there's little risk of a failed 
harvest that would lead to shortages on the shelves. 
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Agriculture Under Secretary Kevin Concannon today announced a broad range of additional strategies to further improve 
program integrity in USDA's Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and hold those misusing benefits 
accountable. The measures include tougher financial sanctions for the small number of retailers that defraud the program 
and new requirements and tools for States to ensure benefits go solely to eligible individuals. 
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A West Nile virus epidemic has prompted a public health emergency in Dallas County, Texas, where the disease has 
killed nine people, a judge declared Friday. The virus there infected 175 people, said Patricia Huston of Dallas County 
Health and Human Services. Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins declared the emergency in his capacity as director of the 
county's Homeland Security and Emergency Management and instructed the department to file a local disaster declaration 
with the state. 
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Dreamers feared to give more information to fix their migratory status under the new law passed a couple of weeks ago. 
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Parents are concerned over a new registration requirement the school board has made obligatory for this school year.  It is 
now necessary for them to present a valid identification card issued by the state in order to be able to register their 
children. 
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Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg  wants the presidential candidates to talk more about immigration  policy. So on Tuesday, he 
visited the cities where  their campaigns had headquarters, pressing them on the  issue.  In the morning, Mr. Bloomberg 
went to Chicago, home to President Obama's campaign organization, to hold  a public discussion on immigrants and their 
role in the economy  with William M. Daley , a former chief of staff in the Obama White House. 
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El Paso County Comissioners voted Monday to allow health benefits to same-sex partners for county employees. The 
county estimated the extension of coverage to cost just under 24 thousand dollars a year. Commissioners listened to 
public comment on both sides of the issue. Gay and lesbian county employees told the court stories of their struggle for 
equal rights. Commissioner Dan Haggerty said extending health coverage to same-sex domestic partners would costs 
more money than what's estimated, and he's called it it unneccesary. 
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A new study says laws curbing the sale of junk food and sweet drinks could play a role in slowing childhood obesity. The 
study, released online Monday in the journal Pediatrics, found that although the effects weren't huge, children gained less 
weight from fifth through eighth grades if they lived in states with strong, consistent laws versus no laws governing snacks 
available in schools.  
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Deferred action will be available to persons meeting the following criteria: 1) under age 31 as of June 15, 2012; 2) came to 
the US before age 16; 3) continuous residence in the US since June 15, 2007 up to the present date; 4) physical presence 
in the US on June 15, 2012 and at the time of the application for deferred action; 5) currently out of status (either entered 
without inspection, or status has expired as of June 15, 2012); 6) currently in high school, have graduated or obtained 
certificate of completion from high school, have obtained a general education development (GED) certificate, or are an 
honorably discharged veteran of the Coast Guard or US Armed Forces; and, 7) have not been convicted of a felony, 
significant misdemeanor (including DUI), three or more other misdemeanors 
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Today, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services will begin accepting requests for consideration of deferred action for 
childhood arrivals. Deferred action is a discretionary determination to defer removal action of an individual as an act of 
prosecutorial discretion. Under this process, USCIS will consider requests on a case-by-case basis. While this process 
does not provide lawful status or a pathway to permanent residence or citizenship, individuals whose cases are deferred 
will not be removed from the United States for a two year period, subject to renewal, and may also receive employment 
authorization. 
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President Obama's decision earlier this year to offer work permits and a two-year stay of deportation for some young 
undocumented immigrants was ripped by Republicans as an election-year giveaway to Mr. Obama's Latino supporters - 
but it also carries political risk for the Obama administration itself. The so-called "DREAMers" can begin applying 
Wednesday under the new Obama program, formally known as Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). The risk is 
that few people will trust the government enough to apply for the program and that it becomes an election-year sop with 
little impact among DREAMers - leaving the broader Latino community feeling let down by the president, say advocates 
for immigrants. 
In Arizona, which passed one of the nation's toughest anti-immigration laws, Gov. Jan Brewer signed an executive order 
Wednesday directing state agencies to deny driver's licenses and other public benefits to illegal immigrants who obtain 
work authorizations under the program. Brewer said the federal program doesn't give immigrants legal status and she's 
following the intent of the current state law denying public benefits to them. 
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Dallas Mayor Mike Rawlings on Wednesday declared the city's recent West Nile virus outbreak to be a state of emergency 
and authorized the first aerial spraying of insecticide in the city in more than 45 years. Dallas and other North Texas cities 
have agreed to the rare use of aerial spraying from planes to combat the nation's worst outbreak of West Nile virus so far 
this year. Dallas last had aerial spraying in 1966, when more than a dozen deaths were blamed on encephalitis. More than 
200 cases of West Nile and 10 deaths linked to the virus have been reported across Dallas County, where officials 
authorized aerial spraying last week. State health department statistics show 381 cases and 16 deaths related to West 
Nile statewide. 
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A divided U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is hearing testimony in Birmingham on state laws cracking down on illegal 
immigration in Alabama and  other states. Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach testified Friday that the laws aren 't 
discriminatory and don't result in racial profiling. Kobach helped write the laws in Alabama and Arizona. Protesters 
interrupted Kobach repeatedly until they were escorted out by police. Commission members then started bickering among 
themselves before 

the chairman restored order. 
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The price of oil rose to its highest point in three months Friday, topping off four straight days of gains, on signs U.S. 
consumers are gaining confidence in the economy. Benchmark oil rose 41 cents in New York to end at $96.01 -- the first 
time it's finished above $96 since May 11. It gained 3.4 percent this week on positive economic data and a drop in U.S. oil 
supplies, and is up 23 percent from its late-June low. The Thomson Reuters/University of Michigan preliminary August 
index of consumer sentiment released Friday showed its highest level since May. Most economists had been expecting a 
decline. That, combined with surprisingly strong retail sales and housing data, spread hope this week that the economy is 
gaining traction. Consumer spending drives roughly 70 percent of growth. Word that the Obama administration is 
considering a release of oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to stem the rising cost of crude appeared to have more 
impact on Brent crude, which is used to price international varieties of 
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Parents' leaving their kids in the backseat of cars during the sweltering days of summer has become an all-too-familiar 
scene in the United States. Twenty-three children have died of hyperthermia in cars in 14 states this year and eight of the 
deaths occurred in the first week of August. Nearly 40 children die this way each year, according to Kids and Cars. The 
latest death was Aug. 7 when, police say, Stephanie Gray, 38, forgot to drop off her five-month-old son, Joel, at a church 
day care in Murfreesboro, Tenn. Instead, Gray dropped off her 11-year-old at school and returned home, leaving Joel in 
the backseat of the minivan, according to ABC News affiliate KLTV. 
  
LATINAS UNEMPLOYEDLATINAS UNEMPLOYEDLATINAS UNEMPLOYEDLATINAS UNEMPLOYED 

BLANCA ROSA VILCHEZBLANCA ROSA VILCHEZBLANCA ROSA VILCHEZBLANCA ROSA VILCHEZ 

PKG 2:04PKG 2:04PKG 2:04PKG 2:04 

At nearly 23 million, people of Hispanic or Latino ethnicity represented 15 percent of the U.S. labor force in 2011. By 2020, 
Latinos are expected to comprise 19 percent of the U.S. labor force. In 2011, 58.9 percent of Latinos aged 16 and over 
were employed and just under 1 in 5 of those employed was working part-time. Women comprised 41 percent of all 
Latinos in the labor force in 2011, compared to 46 percent among the white labor force.Women represent a smaller share 
of the Latino labor force both because of the high labor force participation of Latino men and the lower labor force 
participation rate of Latina women when compared to Whites. Employed Latinos are much less likely to have a college 
degree than are either Whites or African Americans. Approximately one in six employed Latinos aged 25 and over have 
completed a bachelor's degree, less than half the proportion among employed Whites. Since 2000, this gap in the share of 
employed Latinos and Whites who are college graduates has widened. Between 2000 and 2011, the gap between 
employed Whites with a college education and employed Latinos with a college education grew from 17.6 percentage 
points to 20.1 percentage points. 
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Governor Jan Brewer ignited a firestorm Wednesday when she signed an executive order making it seemingly impossible 
for so-called dreamers to get a driver's license in the wake of President Obama's deferred action program. "Deferred 
action by the president confers neither lawful status or lawful presence on and individual," said Matthew Benson, the 
Governor's spokesperson. The Governor said that is why she issued an executive order on the issue. "Certainly we have 
issues here in Arizona we are concerned about in regards to driver's licenses people in the state unlawfully and public 
benefits," said Brewer. 
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A second night of aerial spraying got underway last night in Dallas -- part of the fight against mosquitoes in a deadly West 
Nile virus outbreak. But pilots only got a couple hours of flying time before bad weather forced them to cancel the rest of 
the aerial drops. Four planes were to cover more than 270 square-miles with pesticide. Texas has been hit especially hard 
by the outbreak. The virus has killed at least 14 people there, and another 12 in other parts of the U-S. 
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General Motors and Isuzu are recalling more than 258,000 SUVs in the U.S. and Canada to fix short-circuits in power-
window and door-lock switches that can cause fires. The recall covers Chevrolet TrailBlazer, GMC Envoy, Buick Rainier, 
Isuzu Ascender and Saab 97-X SUVs from the 2006 and 2007 model years. The SUVs were sold or registered in 20 U.S. 
states, Washington, D.C., and Canada, where salt and other chemicals are used to clear roads in the winter. 
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Older Americans are living longer, healthier lives than in past generations, according to new government research. 
However, rising obesity rates and high housing costs could take a toll on these gains in longevity, the report found. For the 
report, the U.S. Federal Interagency Forum on Aging-Related Statistics researchers looked at 37 indicators of well-being 
to assess how older Americans are faring as they age. Broad categories included population, economics, health status, 
health risks and behaviors, and health care. The researchers also examined seniors' end-of-life care. 
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the nation's top health experts call it a "serious, life-altering disease." and tonight, the west nile virus is now a problem 
from coast to coast... and we are getting a better sense how severe and historic this outbreak is. the centers for disease 
control reports 26 deaths so far. and nearly 700 confirmed cases this 
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Nervous firefighters kept an eye out for potentially dangerous weather conditions as they struggled to contain a large blaze 
in central Washington state on Saturday. Many residents who live on the south and east sides of the 35-square mile blaze 
near Cle Elum returned home to find out whether their homes were spared. the so-called Taylor Bridge Fire has burned 
out of control for much of the week, destroying dozens of residential properties and hundreds of other structures on the 
east side of the Cascades. 
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The number of homeless is los angeles is on the rise due to various reasons.  The recession is one of the common 
factors. and although many of these people have received help, it doesn't last for long. los angeles is developing a 
program called "home for good" that will help this problem. It will provide homes for those who have been homeless for 
over a year. 
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A federal appeals court has blocked Alabama schools from checking on the citizenship status of new students. The 
provision was part of the state's tough new immigration law. The 11th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled Monday that the 
provision wrongly singles out children who are in the country illegally. Alabama was the only state that passed such a 
requirement. The 11th Circuit says a lower court should have blocked that part of the law. 
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The panel of the federal court did leave in place part of the injunction blocking a section of the Georgia law that allows for 
the prosecution of certain individuals who knowingly harbor or transport an illegal immigrant during the commission of a 
crime. The decisions follow a recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling upholding parts of a similar law in Arizona. The Atlanta-
based court referenced that decision in its opinion to lift the injunction on the suspect verification section. 
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ICE Mutual Agreement between Government and Employers - companies and municipalities are given education and 
training in proper hiring procedures, fraudulent document detection and the use of employment screening tools such as E-
Verify. Certified employers also undergo an audit to ensure current employees are authorized to work in the United States. 
Officials from Milford and U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement were scheduled to sign the agreement Monday 
night. 
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Texas Gov. Rick Perry has written to state agencies calling a new Obama administration immigration policy "a slap in the 
face to the rule of law." 
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General Motors Co will recall 249,260 midsize sport utility vehicles to correct a potential fire hazard, a U.S. government 
safety agency said. GM, in a filing with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, said the recall affected 2006-
2007 Chevrolet Trailblazer and GMC Envoy SUVs, as well as certain 2006-2007 Buick Rainier, Saab 9-7X and Isuzu 
Ascender SUVs. 
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If you recently bought cantaloupes with a sticker from Indiana...throw them away. The cantaloupe may be tainted with 
salmonella. The fruit is blamed for two deaths. And, nearly 150 people in 20 different states have gotten sick. Health 
experts say it's still safe to eat cantaloupe. 
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A federal judge in Phoenix will begin considering on Tuesday whether Arizona's tough ``show me your papers'' 
immigration law can go into effect, as the state grapples with hundreds of thousands of illegal immigrants. At the same 
time, District Court Judge Susan Bolton's hearing marks a fresh bid by immigration rights advocates to halt provisions of 
the Arizona law, already partially upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court, that requires police to check the immigration status of 
people they stop and suspect are in the country illegally. Attorneys for the ACLU and several immigration groups have 
asked Judge Bolton to temporarily block the law until she can consider fresh arguments against it that differ from those 
presented to the high court. 
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A federal appeals court in Atlanta ruled Monday that Georgia may start enforcing a law that empowers state and local 
police to investigate the immigration status of certain suspects. 
But the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals also said it recognizes arguments from civil and immigrant rights activists that this 
statute "invites a host of other problems, namely racial profiling." 
"Reliance on race, color, or national origin that is constitutionally prohibited, however, is expressly forbidden by the 
Georgia statute," the court said in its 33-page ruling, released Monday. 
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An eleventh death in Dallas has been linked to West Nile Virus. Authorities say the latest victim was an elderly woman in 
her 80s diagnosed with a neuroinvasive disease. 
The mayor of Dallas took time Tuesday to recognize the victims. He also announced that the aerial spraying of pesticides 
seems to be working, so they are changing their approach. 
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Fewer American workers are reliant on their next payday to make ends meet, according to a new CareerBuilder survey. 
Forty percent of workers report that they always or usually live paycheck to paycheck, a slight decrease from 42 percent in 
2011. This year's figure marks a recession-era low, continuing a downward trend from a peak of 46 percent in 2008, 
during the early days of the financial crisis. 
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The number of U.S. West Nile virus infections has jumped more than 60 percent in the past week, putting this year's 
outbreak on track to be the worst on record, and federal health officials are stumped by its severity. The U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control on Wednesday said 1,118 cases and 41 deaths have been reported so far this year, up from fewer than 
700 cases and 26 deaths just one week ago. Real-life ``Contagion'' uses DNA to halt outbreak. 
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Anti-immigrant legislation in Arizona is creating hurdles for undocumented youth wishing to enroll in the new federal 
"deferred action" program announced by the Obama Administration last June, that would defer deportation for certain 
undocumented immigrants and allow them to obtain work permits for a renewable period of two years. To qualify for 



Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), applicants need to have been younger than 16-years-old when they 
entered the country illegally. They must also meet other criteria, such as being enrolled in high school or having earned a 
diploma or General Education Development (GED) certificate, and an absence of certain criminal convictions. But in 
Arizona, a state law - Proposition 300 -- approved by voters in 2006, bars state-funded schools from offering free GED 
classes to undocumented immigrants, making the path to DACA eligibility difficult for those who may have aged out of the 
high school system but still wish to become eligible for the new federal program. 
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The share of the nation's income earned by the middle class has fallen to its lowest level in recent decades. It's been 
surpassed by affluent earners as median wages stagnate and wealth concentrates at the top in a relatively weak 
economy. A study by the Pew Research Center highlights the diminished share for the roughly half of U.S. adults who 
define themselves as "middle class," with incomes ranging from $39,000 to $118,000. The report describes this group as 
suffering its "worst decade in modern history," having fallen backward in share of income for the first time since World War 
II and losing faith in the future. In all, 85 percent of middle-class Americans say it is more difficult now than a decade ago 
to maintain their standard of living. 
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Nearly 20 percent of Americans said they've had trouble affording food at times this year, according to Gallup. Another 
sign that the economy is not recovering quickly enough: A significant number of Americans are still having trouble 
affording food. According to Gallup, nearly one in five Americans say they didn't have enough money to pay for food at 
times this year  The poll results, based on the responses of nearly 180,000 American adults, were gathered through 
various surveys conducted from January through June. Americans in southern states were the most likely to have a hard 
time buying groceries, while residents of the Mountain Plains and Midwest regions had the least trouble, Gallup found. 
Census data from 2011 showed that poverty rates rose the most in the South 2009 to 2010, as compared to other regions 
in the United States. 
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Barge traffic resumed along an 11-mile (17.7 kilometre) stretch of the drought-ravaged Mississippi River near Greenville, 
Mississippi, but dozens of vessels waited their turn on Thursday to pass in the shrunken waterway. The Mississippi River, 
the country's primary highway for barge traffic, has dropped as much as 14 feet (4.3 metres) in the drought that has also 
withered crops in the Midwest and triggered wildfires in the West. The resulting changes in water currents and conditions 
have made navigation especially tricky and sometimes hazardous. At least 66 Mississippi River vessels have run aground 
this year between Natchez, Mississippi, and Caruthersville, Missouri, U.S. 
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Health officials say a farm in southwestern Indiana was the source of at least some of the salmonella-contaminated 
cantaloupe that has made at least 178 people in 21 states ill, but they are still trying to determine whether there are other 
sources. Federal and state officials disagree whether it is safe to eat melons from the region. The Food and Drug 
Administration says consumers should discard any cantaloupes grown there bought on or after July 7 because they are 
still investigating other possible sources of the outbreak. Amy Reel, Indiana Department of Health spokeswoman, says the 
state is recommending cantaloupes from Chamberlain Farms in Owensville be discarded, but melons from other farms are 
safe to eat as long as they are washed well and people use clean knives and cutting boards. 
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Americans waste up to 40% of the food that makes it onto grocery shelves, into their kitchens or that crosses their plates, 
which makes the potential consequences of the ongoing drought even more painful, reports the Natural Resources 
Defense Council (NRDC). For those unmoved by the human tragedy of that number, here's another one to chew on: the 
cost of that waste is close to $165 billion per year. Indeed, the average American family of four throws out about $2,275 in 
food every year, reports the NRDC. Recovering even 15% of the wasted amount would be enough to feed about 25 million 
Americans annually. What's more, it would address a serious environmental issue: uneaten food accounts for 
approximately 23% of the methane emissions in the US, as it rots in landfills. 
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Gov. Phil Bryant (R-MS) has ordered state agencies to prevent undocumented immigrants who benefit from President 
Obama's deferred action directive from receiving any state public benefits. He said his executive order stopping the state 
from granting benefits to DREAM Act-eligible youth who qualify for the federal policy follows current state law. Mississippi 
already bans state agencies from providing benefits like unemployment payments or food stamps to people who are not 
U.S. citizens or legal residents. Republican governors in Arizona and Nebraska issued similar orders after the deferred 
action policy went into effect August 15. 
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Assemblymember Gilbert Cedillo (D-Los Angeles), amended AB 2189, which will allow dream students who are granted 
deferred action to obtain a California Drivers' License. The bill states that any document received by a person granted 
deferred action will be accepted as proof of legal presence for the purpose of applying for a California Drivers' License. 
Assemblymember Cedillo has been a champion of securing drivers licenses for the undocumented for 15 years. He has 
carried a bill several times allowing the undocumented to apply for drivers' licenses, but it was vetoed each time by then 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
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Drivers are being hit with the biggest one-day jump in gasoline prices in 18 months just as the last heavy driving weekend 
of the summer approaches. As Hurricane Isaac swamps the nation's oil and gas hub along the Gulf Coast, it's delivering 
sharply higher pump prices to storm-battered residents of Louisiana and Mississippi -- and also to unsuspecting drivers up 
north in Illinois, Indiana and Ohio. The national average price of a gallon of gas jumped almost five cents Wednesday to 
$3.80, the highest ever for this date. Prices are expected to continue to climb through Labor Day weekend, the end of the 
summer driving season. 
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