
Quarterly Report
Public Affairs Programming

WDGL, 98.1

December 2019, 4th Quarter

WDGL airs an hour-long public affairs program every week. The program, “Community 
Concerns,” airs Sunday mornings from 5:00 to 6:00 AM.

Here is a summary of the issues and the experts:

Oct. 6, 2019
The Issue: Elections
Guest: PollsteJohn Couvillon

Pollster John Couvillon talked about the record number of early voters and what that means for Election 
Day.  He explains why so many people early voted and how it impacts elections and campaigning.

The Issue: Health Care
Guest:  Our Lady of the Lake-Laurie Schulenberg

Laurie Schulenberg from Our Lady of the Lake joined Brian Haldane to talk about the recent 
opening of the Our Lady of the Lake Children’s hospital.  She explains how many kids are 
currently in the hospital and the certain facilities that are in the hospital.

The Issue: Crime
Guest:  Members of the BRPD

BRPD were in studio to talk to Brian Haldane about the large number of pedestrians that have been hit by 
cars recently.  They explain why this sudden rise in pedestrian car accidents isn’t as high as you may 
think. 

The Issue: Government
Guest:  Congressman Ralph Abraham

Congressman Ralph Abraham joined Brian Haldane to talk about the impeachment inquiry for President 
Trump.



Oct. 20, 2019
The Issue: Community Events
Guest: Greater Baton Rouge State Fair Chairman-Cliff Barton

Chairman Cliff Barton joined Brian Haldane to talk about the annual Greater Baton Rouge State 
Fair.  Cliff talks about what to expect from the State Fair this year.  

The Issue: Health
Guest: Dr. Mary Ghere and Dr. Catherine Baucom

Dr. Mary Ghere and Dr. Catherine Baucom are plastic surgeons and the spoke to Brian Haldane about 
Breast Reconstruction Day.  They explain the importance of breast reconstruction and how when some 
women lose their breasts due to cancer, they feel insecure and have trauma because a part of them has 
been taken away.  They break down the reconstruction process and how long the recovery from the 
surgery is.

The Issue: Health
Guest: Our Lady of the Lake- Dr. Michelle Flechas

Dr. Michelle Flechas from Our Lady of the Lake joined Brian Haldane to talk about the flu.  There have 
been several reported cases of flu in the Baton Rouge area and Dr. Flechas says that although early, the 
flu can appear this time of year.  Dr. Flechas explains the symptoms of the flu and when someone should 
get their flu shot.

The Issue: Education and Employment
Guest: BRCC-Dr. Gerard Melancon, Exxon-Stephanie Cargile 

Dr. Gerard Melancon from BRCC and Stephanie Cargile from Exxon were with Brian Haldane to talk 
about the North Baton Rouge Industrial Training Initiative.  They explain that BRCC has partnered with 
Exxon to form training programs at BRCC to help residents in the area that can’t afford education an 
opportunity to receive industrial training and certifications to help them find jobs.

The Issue: Safety
Guest: BRFD- Kurt Monty

Kurt Monty from the Baton Rouge Fire Department was on the show with Brian Haldane to talk about 
trick-or-trick safety tips.  He says that children need bright colored costumes, and stay away from long 
costumes that your child can trip over. Monty says that parents need to be cautious and keep their children 
out of the road as much as possible.  Then, he explains that your Halloween decorations need to be kept 
away from heat sources to avoid house fires.



Oct. 27, 2019
The Issue: Employment
Guest: Baton Rouge Mayor-Sharon Weston Broome

Baton Rouge mayor Sharon Weston Broome joined Brian Haldane to talk about job growth in Baton 
Rouge.  A recent report shows jobs in the Houma and Thibodeaux area are decreasing but Baton Rouge 
jobs are steadily growing.  Mayor Broome says that Baton Rouge gained over 2,800 jobs in the past 
year.  She explains why jobs are growing and what she plans to do to make sure jobs continue to increase.

The Issue: Prescription Drugs
Guest: Members of the DEA

Brian Haldane spoke to members of the DEA about drug take back day.  They discuss why drug take back 
day is so important and what types of prescription drugs can be dropped off and where in the Baton 
Rouge area are designated drop off areas and when it will take place.

The Issue: Safety
Guest: Dr. Brett Hutchinson

Dr. Brett Hutchinson joined Brian Haldane to talk about Halloween related injuries.  Dr. Hutchinson says 
that pedestrian injuries are the most common meaning a lot of kids are running and may fall down and 
hurt themselves, and watching out for cars is essential.  He also explains how to check your child’s candy 
if they have a food allergy to avoid a reaction and how to protect your child from a sickness from other 
children as well.

The Issue: Property Theft
Guest: Department of Homeland Security- Jeb Bison

Jeb Bison from the Department of Homeland Security was in studio to talk with Brian Haldane about 
intellectual property theft.  He says that intellectual property theft is anything that a person has patented or 
owns has been stolen or counterfeited.  He explains the proper steps that need to be taken in order for 
people to protect themselves against intellectual property fraud as consumers because you could be 
getting ripped off by counterfeit items.



Nov 10, 2019
The Issue: Health
Guest: Blood Donation Center of Our Lady of the Lake- Jay Thomas

Jay Thomas from the Blood Donation Center of Our Lady of the Lake joins Brian Haldane to explain the 
importance of blood donation and breaks down how many lives 1 pint of blood can save.  He talks about 
the “Beat Bama Blood Drive.”  This blood drive pits Louisiana against Alabama where WAFB in Baton 
Rouge partnered with Our Lady of the Lake to beat their sister station in Birmingham, Al to see who can 
donate the most blood.

The Issue: Community Events
Guest: The St. Francisville Food and Wine Festival-Morgan Moss and James Fox Smith 

Jay Ducote spoke to Morgan Moss and James Fox Smith to talk about the St. Francisville Food and Wine 
Festival.  The festival will take place this upcoming Sunday, November 17th till Monday, November 18th 
from 12 a.m. on Sunday till 12 a.m. on Monday.  At this festival you will be able to taste wine from all 
over and eat food from some of the area’s top restaurants.

The Issue: Gun Safety
Guest: I-Care- Holly Sheets and Dr. Susan Thornton

Holly Sheets and Dr. Susan Thornton joined Brian Haldane to talk about I-Care’s push to educate 
children on gun safety in school.  In this program, they teach students what to do and who to tell if you 
see a gun on campus or you suspect someone might have a gun with them.  They will educate children 
from grade 7-down, but the message is just as important no matter the age of the child.

Others events discussed:
On Saturday, Nov. 16 at the Pennigton Barracks downtown, there will be a Veteran’s Day parade.  The 
parade will begin at noon in front of the River Front Plaza.  There will be a band at 11 a.m. before the 
parade and during the parade there will be an F-15 flyover.  At this Veteran’s parade, there will be 3 
World War II veterans, all of which are over the age of 100.



Nov 17, 2019
The Issue: Crime
Guest: BRPD- Sid Newman and Don Coppola, Podcast225.com’s Clay Young

Clay Young, Sid Newman, and Don Coppola joined Brian Haldane to talk about the launch of the new 
Crimestoppers podcast.  They break down what will be included in the podcast and why they decided to 
start it.  The podcast will include updates on current wanted fugitives and certain cold case files.  It will 
also include interviews with victims’ families and missing person’s reports. This podcast is available at 
podcast225.com

The Issue: Health
Guest: Our Lady of the Lake- Dr. Emily Cassidy

Dr. Emily Cassidy from Our Lady of the Lake joined Brian Haldane to talk about lung cancer.  Dr. 
Cassidy is a thoracic surgeon and she explains the importance of early detection when it comes to lung 
cancer.  Dr. Cassidy says that lung cancer is the number 1 cancer killer in the U.S. as well as right here in 
the State of Louisiana.  About 80% of lung cancer patients have a history of smoking; however, 20% of 
the patients have never smoked.  Dr. Cassidy explains how to get screened and the best way to prevent 
lung cancer.

The Issue: Law Enforcement
Guest: BRPD- Don Coppola and Kyle Callihan

Don Coppola and Kyle Callihan from BRPD talked with Brian Haldane about what their department is 
working on.  Officer Coppola provides information on a fugitive that is wanted for identity theft and 
fraud.  This woman stole another person’s credit card information and ran up over $2,000 in charges on 
the card.  Then Officer Kyle Callihan talks about the BRPD softball game.  BRPD played the umpires in a 
softball game that will benefit the children of fallen officers.  Callihan discusses what help the children 
will be given and how the event got started.

The Issue: Community Events
Guest: Members of Country Roads Magazine

Betsy Barnes interviewed Country Roads magazine on Rock It Right Radio to discuss fun things to do in 
the area.  They talk about the “Country Roads Supper Club” to get folks to expand their appetites and get 
them out of the same old routine.



Nov 25, 2019
The Issue: Honoring Veterans
Guest: Mayor’s Office-Veneeth Iyengar

Veneeth Iyengar from the Mayor’s office joined Brian Haldane to recap the Veteran’s Day 
parade.  Veneeth says that the parade was a success overall but he wanted the crowd to be a little 
bigger.  He explains the reasoning for the small crowd and how he plans to start immediately planning for 
next year’s parade to make it bigger and better than this year’s.  Veneeth then talks about the disparity 
study that was recently done by the Mayor’s office that focused on local businesses owned by veteran’s, 
women, and minorities.

The Issue: Health
Guest: Our Lady of the Lake- Nicole Barnes

Nicole Barnes from Our Lady of the Lake joined Brian Haldane to talk about vaping.  Vaping is on the 
rise in Louisiana and the state recently experienced its second vape related death.  Nicole explains how to 
vape properly and why this is causing so many deaths.

The Issue: Art
Guest: Rebel Graphics Architects-Skipper Post and Mark Vincent

Architect Skipper Post and Mark Vincent from Rebel Graphics spoke to Brian Haldane about the new 
sculpture on the levee.  They said that the sculpture is a spin-off of the Bean in Chicago.  They explain 
how this sculpture was made, what it stands for, and the importance of its location.

The Issue: Safety 
Guest: St. George Fire Department-Kurt Monty

Kurt Monty from the St. George Fire Department joined Brian Haldane and talked about Thanksgiving 
safety.  Kurt says you should make sure your turkey is thawed because trying to cook a frozen turkey 
could cause and fire.  He says another important thing to remember is to keep your children and pets away 
from the cooking area to avoid a fire starting or avoid someone getting burned.  Monty also explains the 
importance of having a fire extinguisher nearby in case a fire breaks out and where the best place to keep 
it is.



Dec 1, 2019
The Issue: Local Business
Guest: NFIB- Dawn Starnes

Dawn Starnes from NFIB was on the show with Brian Haldane to talk about Small Business 
Saturday.  Dawn explains how small businesses benefit so much from this day and how helping out small 
business will also help out the local economy as well.

The Issue: Infrastructure
Guest: Louisiana Good Roads and Transportation Organization-Ken Perret

Ken Perret from Louisiana good Roads and Transportation Organization spoke with Brian Haldane about 
a letter he sent Governor John Bel Edwards about infrastructure.  Ken talks about the importance of fixing 
Louisiana’s roads and how he hopes that he will be able to work with Governor Edwards to fix them and 
where the infrastructure money will come from.

The Issue: Infrastructure
Guest: Board President for the Friends of St. Paul Church-Jim Richard

Jim Richard, the Board President for the Friends of St. Paul Church, joined Brian Haldane to break down 
different fundraisers to improve the church.  He also explains the backstory of the church and the different 
uses of it.



Dec 8, 2019
The Issue: Crime Paul
Guest: BRPD- Chief Murphy

Baton Rouge Police Chief Murphy Paul joined Brian Haldane to talk about the spike in homicides in 
Baton Rouge during the month of November.  The rise in homicides is concerning to Chief Paul but he 
says that there is a 14% decrease in homicides compared to last year.  Chief Paul believes that a lot of the 
recent shootings are connected due to gang and group violence.  Paul breaks down who may be behind 
the homicides and what BRPD is doing to prevent these murders going forward.

The Issue: Crime
Guest: BRPD Sergeant-Don Coppola

Officer Don Coppola from BRPD was in studio and spoke with Brian Haldane about different fugitives in 
the area in order to get them off the street.  Don details what the fugitives are wanted for, when the crimes 
occurred, what they look like, and where their last known location was.  Then, Coppola talks a little 
Christmas safety and how there are many ways that folks can stay safe during the holiday season.



Dec 15, 2019
The Issue: Health
Guest: Nurse Practitioner and HIV Screening Coordinator for Our Lady of the Lake- Anne 
DeWitt 

Anne DeWitt joins the show with Brian Haldane. Anne is a Nurse Practitioner and HIV Screening 
Coordinator for Our Lady of the Lake and she says Baton Rouge is dropping in the HIV rankings.  Anne 
explains what HIV is, how it’s contracted, how to get screened for it, and certain symptoms that could be 
caused by HIV.  She also breaks down why Baton Rouge is dropping in the rankings and what the city is 
doing to make a positive impact in a fight against HIV.

The Issue: Community Events
Guest: Director of the BREC Zoo- Phil Frost

Phil Frost, the Director of the BREC Zoo joined Brian to talk about the Zoo Lights event.  This is the 1oth 
anniversary of Zoo Lights and Phil explains what guests should expect when attended Zoo Lights.  He 
also discusses what the Zoo will do in 2020 for the 50th anniversary.

The Issue: Drugs 
Guest: District Attorney-Hillar Moore 

Anna Betts talked to District Attorney Hillar Moore at the Opioid Crisis in Baton Rouge.  Moore says that 
this is a huge problem in the Baton Rouge area.  Hillar defines an opioid as an unnatural drug that has 
addictive properties in it.  He explains how easy someone can get addicted to opioids and how it covers 
all age range and ethnicities.

The Issue: Substance Abuse 
Guest: District Attorney- I-Care-Dr. Susan Thornton and Cecile Washington

Dr. Susan Thornton and Cecile Washington from I-Care spoke with Brian Haldane about the prevention 
summit.  This summit is to educate teens on substance abuse and how to handle guns in schools.  They 
want to teach children how to alert someone if they see a gun on campus and how to stay safe.



Dec 22, 2019
The Issue: Health
Guest: The Heart and Vascular Institute-Jason Rogers

Jason Rogers from The Heart and Vascular Institute joined Brian Haldane to talk about the new Neuro 
ICU that is being built.  He explains what amenities will be available at this ICU and what type of impact 
it will make.  He then discusses the Heart and Vascular Institute’s partnership with Our Lady of the Lake 
and how they are helping install a comprehensive stroke center inside of the Neuro center.

The Issue: Mental Health
Guest: Author- Pat Mashburn

Pat Mashburn, the Author of “Just Breathe” spoke to Brian Haldane about the importance of suicide 
prevention.  He says that suicide impacts all age groups and ethnicities and is something that needs to 
stop.  He breaks down the warning signs of someone dealing with depression and how they should just 
breathe, instead of turning to suicide.  He also explains why Christmas time sees such a rise in suicide and 
he tells the Ed Orgeron story.

The Issue: Crime
Guest: BRPD Sergeant-Don Coppola

Sergeant Don Coppola from BRPD was in studio with Brian Haldane to talk about the new Crimestoppers 
podcast on Podcast225.  Don was joined in studio by Baton Rouge Fire Chief Mark Miles to talk about 
some arson cases that have been solved and he provides some holiday fire safety tips.  Then Dr. Susan 
Thornton from I-Care talked about the upcoming prevention summit.

The Issue: Louisiana Film Industry
Guest: Filmmaker-Matt Bell

Filmmaker Matt Bell joined Brian Haldane to talk about the film industry in Louisiana.  He says that due 
to the scenery and culture, there is nothing you can’t do when filming in the state.  Matt then talks about 
the Christmas movies that he’s made for Lifetime as well as a new movie “Santa Jaws”.


