
WROC-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 

4Q 2015 – October 1, 2015 – December 31st, 2015 

 
WROC-TV‟s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant 

treatment of the following issues that were important to the community in the 4th quarter of 

2015: 

 

Community 

Crime/Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Education 

Environment 

Health 

Politics 

Military/Veteran Services 

 

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community 

issues: 

 

Local: 

Program Day Time 

News 8 at Sunrise 5&6am  Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00 am 

News 8 at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30 pm 

News 8 at 4  Monday-Friday 4:00-4:30pm 

News 8 at 5  Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30pm 

News 8 at 5:30  Monday-Friday 5:30-6:00pm 

News 8 at 6 Monday-Sunday 6:00-6:30 pm 

News 8 at 11 Monday-Sunday 11:00-11:35 pm 

 

All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of news, 

weather, sports, lifestyle programming focusing on current issues and events.   

 

National: 

Program Day Time 

CBS Evening News Monday-Sunday 6:30-7:00pm 

 A daily evening broadcast featuring news reports, feature stories and interviews by CBS 

News correspondents and reporters covering events across world.  

 

60 Minutes Sunday 7:00-8:00pm 

 60 Minutes is a weekly news program that includes investigative reports, interviews, 

feature segments and profiles of people in the news. 

 

Face the Nation Sunday 11:00am-12:00pm 

 John Dickerson is the host of "Face the Nation". He also serves as Political Director for 

CBS News and is a contributor to Slate magazine and its podcast The Political Gabfest. 



Guests include government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news. John 

Dickerson engages panelists in a lively roundtable discussion focusing on current topics. 

 

  

 

CBS Sunday Morning Sunday 9-10:30am 

A news broadcast reviewing events of the preceding week, celebrating human 

accomplishments and achievements and journeying through the world of fine art, music, nature, 

sports, science and Americana. 

 

Syndicated: 

Program Day Time 

Dr. Oz  Monday-Friday 10:00-11:00am 

 Dr. Oz is considered to be the most trusted voice on television and has the remarkable 

capacity to connect emotionally to millions of people both in person and through a multitude of 

media channels. It is Dr. Oz‟s mission to spread his message of leading a happier, healthier, and 

more fulfilling life. Dr. Oz encourages people to take control of their own health through simple 

lifestyle changes and provides easy, smart tools people can use every day to achieve long-term 

positive health results. 

Community – Highlighting programs and people who strive to make our community vibrant, 

safe and informed. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/3/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: Firefighters with the Bushnell‟s Basin Fire Department celebrated 75 years 

of fire prevention with an open house. Live music, food trucks and fire protection tips were 

offered to families who came out to check out some of the fire department‟s equipment. 

Organizers say this is a great way to remind kids about the dangers of fire and what to do should 

one break out in their homes. It was also a way to say thank you to the firefighters who give of 

their time and service. The Monroe County Sheriff‟s Department and New York State Police 

were also on hand to answer questions and say hello. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/5/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: The Arc of Yates County is back in its original building, more than a year 

after it was damaged by floods. A ribbon cutting was held this morning in Penn Yan. After the 

devastating floods of May 2014, the Arc set up a temporary facility in a small office across the 

street. The building was one of the hardest hit in the Penn Yan area. But after FEMA funding, 

state dollars, and local fundraisers, it‟s back to its original home. The Arc has received 

renovations to make it more durable if another flood should hit. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/5/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description: This week if Fire Prevention Week here in Rochester. Today Mayor 

Lovely Warren and Fire Chief John Schreiber held an event outside City Hall to call attention to 

the fact that many injuries and deaths caused by fires can be prevented by taking simple 



precautions. The theme of this year‟s Fire Prevention Week is “Hear the Beep Where You 

Sleep.” Meaning there needs to be a smoke alarm in every bedroom. Today Mayor Warren also 

thanked firefighters for their service. This week fire departments from all over the city will be 

demonstrating fire drills at area schools and work places. Fire Prevention Week runs through 

Saturday, October 10
th

. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/14/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Arleen Thaler is in the business of opening people‟s eyes. She does it with 

her camera, and her pictures. Six years ago, she sparked a city-wide discussion about 

homelessness, with her intimate portraits of people who live on the streets. But her work isn‟t 

just about despair, it‟s about joy, as we found out in this week‟s Extraordinary People report. 

Thaler said, “I‟m a photographer, I‟m just a photographer that happens to take photos that we 

hear about, but don‟t get a chance to see, which is like the abandoned buildings, or homelessness 

and poverty.” In Thaler‟s portfolio, you‟ll find portraits of the poor and the homeless, farm 

workers, refugees and regulars on the street. As the city tackles poverty in earnest, some have 

begun to turn to Thaler, to help document life in the forgotten margins. You‟ll find her photos in 

local magazines and exhibits at local conferences. She‟s learned to listen to the people she sees 

through her lens. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/14/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: The Willow Center, Rochester‟s safe place for domestic violence victims, 

is about to kick off an 8 million dollar fundraiser. 36 years ago, it opened the third battered 

women‟s shelter in New York State. Now, it wants to build a new one. The Willow Center 

attributes the increase in cases to more awareness of their services. Services that help thousands 

of Monroe County people each year. 5,000. That‟s how many calls for help the Willow Center 

received last year. Up from 4,600 in 2013. Jeff Pier is the director of programs and services. He 

said, “I think the behavior in domestic violence is an epidemic, it‟s been called an epidemic by 

the CDC so when you look at stats 1 in 3 women, 1 in 4 men and 1 in 4 children affected by 

family violence it is an epidemic.” An epidemic that has been tracked by the Willow Center for 

Monroe County. In 2014, there were more domestic violence reports from suburban families 

than urban. There were also 63 reports of domestic violence per 10,000 residents. And Rochester 

had 11 reports, more than two and a half times the statewide rate of 46, excluding New York 

City. Pier said, “There‟s multiple options someone can receive, people call us because they don‟t 

know what‟s available for them out there. They might need emergency shelter and support that 

way we can walk them through the whole process. Someone might need order of protection and 

work with the court system and we can explain the whole process.” And that‟s why this 8 million 

dollar campaign beginning tomorrow is so important, so the Willow Center can keep doing what 

it does, to protect victims in the community. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/19/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: With some colder temperatures lately, it‟s time to start thinking about 

keeping warm. Coats for Seniors kicked off this morning. The program aims to help seniors keep 

warm in the cold winter months. The initiative collects donated winter coats and distributes them 



to seniors in need throughout the county. It‟s the twelfth year of the program. Since the program 

began, 6,000 coats have been collected and distributed, which shows there are seniors in our 

community in need. The program runs through January first. We have more information on our 

website RochesterFirst.com. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/21/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: There are more than 3,200 vacant homes in Monroe County, referred to as 

Zombie properties. New legislation unveiled today aims to curb the number of empty structures 

blighting neighborhoods. Monroe County Legislator Tony Micciche has proposed creating a 

county-wide registry of Zombi properties to make it easier for towns, villages and the city to 

access. The thinking is, if there is a database that stores the Zombie property addresses, leaders 

and law enforcement officers can take the first steps at fixing up the homes. Vacant properties 

often become a haven for drug use and crime. Micciche said, “The idea is to keep home values 

up. To keep the public safe. To keep the little kids from playing on properties that they can really 

get injured in. You never know what‟s going to be there. A lot of these empty houses end up 

getting burned. Numerous times we‟ve seen it in the press. So that‟s the idea, is public safety.” 

The legislation will be assigned to a committee before eventually going before the full legislature 

for a vote. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/22/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: They‟re called supportive housing units. Apartments for people who are 

homeless, struggling with mental illness or drug addiction. Today, three area state lawmakers 

called for thousands more of these units to be built. The announcement was held at the Carriage 

Factory apartments, a recent affordable housing site by DePaul. Officials say this building could 

serve as a template for other supportive housing units in the future. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/23/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: The city of Rochester will not allow Open Door Mission to open a facility 

for homeless women and children. The facility was proposed to go into a former church at the 

corner of Sawyer Street and Post Avenue. But many 19
th

 Ward neighbors opposed the project. 

The city‟s planning commission rejected the proposal, citing it unfit for the neighborhood. The 

Open Door Mission‟s executive director was upset by the decision. The city says it will help the 

Open Door Mission find a more suitable site for the two million dollar project. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/26/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: There are more than 9,000 families in Rochester who receive Section 8 

housing vouchers. A proposed law would force landlords to consider them as tenants. City 

Councilman Adam McFadden proposed the law, saying landlords are discriminating against poor 

people. Many online advertisements say no Section 8 allowed. Under McFadden‟s law, landlords 

would be allowed to consider a prospective tenant‟s total income. But they would not be able to 

consider the course of that income – if it includes Section 8, Social Security disability or 

veterans‟ benefits. McFadden‟s law would also ban the types of the ads that reject Section 8. The 



Section 8 housing voucher program is intended to let poor people more to neighborhoods of their 

choice. But in Rochester, most remain in poor neighborhoods. One reason is landlords don‟t 

accept Section 8 as a form of payment. City council will take up McFadden‟s proposal in the 

coming days. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/5/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: New York State ranks near the bottom when it comes to how many people 

sign up to be organ donors. News 8 wants to change that. As you know, Chief Meteorologist 

Scott Hetsko had a heart transplant in September. We caught up with him at home last month, 

Scott waited more than three months for a hear, a wait that was complicated by the fact that 

fewer than one in four New Yorkers are on the state registry. Why is the rate so low? News 8 

wanted to find out what it takes to register in our state. Three volunteers came to our studio and 

sat down in front of computers and then were asked to register to be organ donors. 2 of the 3 

were able to do so within a few minutes. One didn‟t have their driver‟s license on them and that 

made it difficult. She said she‟d get her license when she got home and register. Rob Kochik  

heads the Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network. He was pleased two of our three participants 

registered so quickly, but was concerned on hit a roadblock because she didn‟t have her license 

handy. The DMV is the only place one can register totally online in New York State. But there 

are other ways: enroll in person at the DMV or Board of Elections offices. Print out a form 

available on various state websites, fill it out and mail it in. The Finger Lakes Donor Recovery 

Network says people should think about informing family members of their wishes. We have all 

this information on our website Rochesterfirst.com. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/6/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Hundreds of people bid on foreclosed properties in the city today. The city 

held a tax foreclosure auction at the Edgerton Community Center. Many of the properties are 

vacant or abandoned and in need of some TLC. In many cases, the new property owners will 

have to bring the homes up to code. Winning bidders had to submit a one thousand dollar deposit 

and pay in full by November 10
th

. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/6/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: This holiday season, a reminder that children who are less fortunate often 

go without. Toys for Tots is already underway at Henderson Ford in Webster. This toy drive has 

been going on at the car dealership for nearly 5 years now. They take pride in knowing how this 

helps make the holiday season a little bit brighter. You can drop off a new unopened toy at the 

Henderson Ford until the end of the month. We will also have a list of other businesses 

participating on our website, RochesterFirst.com. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/8/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Some Rochester residents worked overtime today, but it wasn‟t a chore, it 

was a gift. They jumped into action, after their elderly neighbor was ripped off. On Carling 

Road, in Rochester‟s North Winton Village neighborhood, residents rallied for one of their own. 



Robert French‟s home is in need of a lot of work. A paint job, gutter cleaning. He paid his former 

tenant thousands to do some of the work. But when he didn‟t come through, his neighbors did. 

Neighbors painted the house, chopped the weeds, mowed the lawn and even raked the leaves. 

Jeannie Clinton, French‟s neighbor, heard the app Next Door can connect neighbor to neighbor. 

She put in a plea, and asked if anyone could paint a house. The next thing she knew, dozens 

wanted to help. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/8/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: For years, the city of Rochester has failed to enforce a rule that requires 

you to shovel your sidewalks. But New 8 has learned that‟s about to change. A recent survey by 

Wallet Hub looked at 150 of the most populated cities in the U.S. and found Rochester is one of 

the worst cities for people with disabilities. The city ranked 141 out of 150. The rank is based off 

of economic environment, quality of life and healthcare. The Center for Disability Rights has 

teamed up with the city to work on winter preparedness. This past winter was a battle for 

Stephanie Woodward. Traveling to and from work, the market, was a struggle because of the 

mounds of snow on the sidewalk. The city‟s lack of enforcement for people who didn‟t shovel 

and plow their walkways kept Woodward and other people in wheelchairs inside most days. 

Since last winter, Woodward, who is also the director of the Advocacy Center for the Center for 

Disability Rights, has been working with the Mayor‟s office. Woodward and city officials head 

out together approximately four times a week, informing businesses on the snow removal rules. 

The city‟s sidewalk code was enacted in 1982. It requires homeowners and first floor tenants to 

shovel and clear their sidewalks during a significant snowfall. If they don‟t, there‟s a fine. A fine 

that Woodward says will be strongly enforced this year. Jessica Alaimo, the city‟s press officer, 

told News 8, “The city is working collaboratively with the Center for Disability Rights and our 

neighborhood groups to ensure that our sidewalks are cleared so all residents, including the 

disabled, have safe passage to work and school this winter.” Woodward is also working with the 

mayor‟s office to make the city more accessible all over all year round. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/11/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: A woman who‟s helped thousands of kids through her youth ministry is 

retiring after 25 years. Maggie Harris reflects on her years of service at the Community Lutheran 

Ministry. Harris said, “My first week of after-school program, I had like 30 kids that needed help 

with homework.” She didn‟t realize how much that number would grow. Maggie Harris has had 

more than 10,000 kids pass through Community Lutheran Ministry over 25 years. Harris was 

called by the Lutheran Community board to create a program that would help kids with reading 

and bible study. Another important mission: be a safe haven in a rough neighborhood. Harris 

said, “I have some kids who came through here who have been killed, shot down in the street. I 

got some who are in prison. But the greater number are the kids that have been through here and 

are doing very well.” Many have gone on to become teachers, computer programmers, and work 

at Fortune 500 companies. Harris says she saw her years of service come full circle this past 

week when she was at Cracker Barrel, when one of her worst kids surprised her. Harris said, “Put 

his hands over my eyes and said „guess how this is?‟ I said I could never guess in a million 

years…so he took his hands down and he said, „Miss Maggie‟ I want you to meet my wife and 

kids.” Harris says she‟ll always treasure those moments.  



 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/13/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: Rochester is a warm and generous community. You have dropped off more 

than 1200 coats so far to area Julian‟s Dry Cleaners to be donated to those in need served by 

Action for a Better Community. Coats are being accepted through November 20
th

. On Monday, 

November 23
rd

, children and adults in need of a warm winter coat can get one at the coat 

giveaway at the Lake Avenue Baptist Church on Ambrose Street. Representatives from Fidelis 

Care will also be on site to assist with applications for enrollment for those in need of affordable 

health insurance. News 8 is a proud sponsor of the “Share the Warmth” coat drive, encouraging 

you to give of your warm spirit with us.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/16/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 

Detailed Description: Taking a stand to make sure the roads and bridges you drive on are safe. A 

group called “Rebuild New York Now” called for more state funding to repair deteriorating 

infrastructure. The group is pushing for upstate communities to get the same amount of money 

usually set aside for New York City. They say if small repairs are not made now, a disaster 

awaits. The group also says investing in road repair will lead to job creation, especially in 

construction. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/23/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: News 8 is a proud sponsor of the Share the Warmth coat drive. And today, 

all the coats collected over the past few weeks were distributed to the folks who need them the 

most. The generosity of people in the Rochester community brought in more than one thousand 

coats. Organizers say they were overwhelmed by the community support. And it meant a great 

deal to see people leave knowing they‟ll be warm this winter. The coats will continue to be 

distributed until 7pm this evening at the Lake Avenue Baptist Church on Ambrose Street. As of 

right now, there are still plenty of adult coats left. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/23/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The Paris attacks have sparked a backlash against Muslims. Today, a 

group of local religious leaders gathered to denounce intolerance. The group stood together in 

condemning recent violence and acts of terrorism. But they also voiced their support for local 

Muslims who they say are being unfairly associated with terrorism. Professor Muhammad Shafiq 

of the Hickey Center at Nazareth College noted several instances of fear and suspicion against 

Muslims here in Rochester since the Paris attacks. Shafiq went on to say this type of rhetoric will 

destroy the beautiful fabric of our civilized nation. He said, “Do not use the word Islamic at all to 

blame the whole religion for a bunch of people who we have denounced continuously. We have 

no relation with them.” The group also addressed what they say is the growing resistance to 

helping refugees. Just last week, the local delegation to Congress voted for a bill that would 

effectively delay the resettlement of Syrian refugees to the U.S. The refugees are fleeing the civil 

war in Syria. 



 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/30/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: A first-of-its kind radio station in Rochester is now on the air. You can 

find El Poder Latino on 97.1 FM. Owned and operated by Ibero. It is only 24-hour radio station 

that broadcasts in English and Spanish. The station does play music, but is also focused on 

educating as much as entertaining. General Manager Julio Saenz said, “We definitely know 

people love Latin music so we‟re going to have music just about all the time. We‟ll have talk 

shows on Saturday. One for entrepreneurs and businesspeople. Then a couple of female DJ‟s will 

have our version of „The View‟ which will run Saturdays from eleven to one.” The station had an 

online contest to pick the first song. The winner was “Viva La Vida” by Marc Anthony. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/30/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Rochester is known for its great festivals over the summer. But there‟s 

been concern some festivals get more money from the city than others. And some festivals don‟t 

get any funding at all. The city of Rochester is now putting in place an application process for 

taxpayer funding. The idea is to make the allocation process more transparent. The applications 

are due tomorrow. The Jazz Festival will not have to apply for funding until next year, because it 

takes place right before the July first start date for the new application process. City council is 

voting next month on allocating $175,000 in cash and $68,000 in police services to the Jazz Fest, 

the same as last year. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/1/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: There‟s still time to take part in Roc the Day. The 24-hour fundraising 

event hosted by the United Way ends at midnight. The money helps hundreds of local non-

profits. One of those is Warrior Salute in Webster. It assists war veterans experiencing things 

like post-traumatic stress disorder and traumatic brain injury. They offer music therapy classes, 

and hope to add wilderness therapy. If you‟re interested in making a donation, we‟ve got a link 

to ROC the Day on our website, RochesterFirst.com 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/3/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: The mass shooting in California yesterday is having local consequences. A 

rally for peace is being called off. The Islamic Center of Rochester, the rally organizers, fear for 

the safety of those how would have attended. The idea is to bring hundreds together of all 

different faiths to promote peace and support the local Muslim community. Just last week, local 

clergy gathered to do just that. They were alarmed over anti-Muslim rhetoric sweeping the 

nation, especially in the debate over Syrian refugees. These rally organizers had high hopes for 

another rally, but they were dashed by the attack in San Bernardino, CA. Sareer Fazili is the 

president of the Islamic Center of Rochester. He says, the rally was organized to show Western 

New York citizens, Muslims are not terrorists. Although Fazili says the local Muslim community 

hasn‟t felt direct bigotry, after the most recent attack in California, by a Muslim husband and 

wife, some fear retaliation. A promoted rally of Muslim gathering together, the perfect target. 



Fazili said, “We didn‟t think it was a good time to be trying to convince people of the 

peacefulness of our nature and teachings with this most recent event…the timing is unfortunately 

not right.” Something former U.S. Marshall Peter Lawrence agrees with. Lawrence said, “It‟s 

always safe to air on the side of safety rather than taking the chance, however do I personally 

believe there would have been a problem? I don‟t think so.” Lawrence says the Western New 

York region should still be vigilant, including those of the Muslim faith. Lawrence said, “We can 

no longer live under a rock, we can no longer say it‟s not going to happen here, it‟s happen 

someplace else.” Which is the reason the Islamic Center of Rochester chose to postpone the 

rally. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/5/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Demonstrators held a rally against racism, war and what they call 

Islamophobia. The Federal building downtown served as the backdrop for the rally. 

Demonstrators stood in solidarity with immigrants and refugees, from regions across the world 

ravaged by war and poverty. The rally was sponsored by the Rochester International Action 

Center, Nation of Islam-Rochester, and the United Christian Leadership Ministries. 

 

Program Title: News 8 every newscast and cutins Date: 12/11/15 

Time: 5am-11:30pm Duration of Segment: 45 minutes 

Detailed Description: WROC and Tops Family Markets teamed up to collect donations for 

Foodlink. Coverage throughout the day encouraged people to stop by Tops and donate food, 

purchase Little Brown Bags of Hope, or donate money.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/13/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: A local non-profit is taking to the faith community to help gain support in 

numbers. The Urban League of Rochester began their 25
th

 annual membership campaign today. 

New Bethel CME Church helped kick off the Urban Leagues membership campaign this 

morning. Each year local churches help raise support for more than 25 programs the Urban 

League offers. Reverend Doctor Weldon G Thomas led the Sunday sermon, and feels their 

partnership is mutually beneficial. He said, “The Urban League cannot do what it does without 

the faith community and the faith community needs the Urban League because it certainly thinks 

we can each do uniquely and differently but we can‟t do it all.” Dozens of local churches with 

captive audiences on a weekly basis help the Urban League raise funds. And in turn, the Urban 

League helps the church by offering their outside resources. The early recognition and Black 

Scholars programs are ones that see much success. William Clark, president and CEO of Urban 

League of Rochester said, “It‟s important that if we‟re going to continue those programs, we got 

to the community and we raise the money to provide for the operation of those programs.” And 

while the Urban League of Rochester has a head count of more than 1,000, they‟re always in 

need of more members to help support their cause. The Urban League is hoping to raise about 

$90,000 to fund these programs. Half of that is expected to come from within the churches. It has 

until March 31
st
 to reach its goal. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/14/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 



Detailed Description: Two local non-profits will break ground this week on a brand new 

apartment complex for people with mental illness. Construction began early last month on the 

Alexander Street apartments, located not far from downtown Rochester. This is known as 

supportive housing, and it will provide services to thirty tenant in recovery from a mental illness, 

with the intent to integrate them back into the community, East House will provide services in 

the building with a round the clock staff. And Pathstone will manage the property and the leases 

for tenants. Construction should be completed by the end of next year. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/20/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: A Rochester non-profit that provides thousands with critical transportation 

is looking to move and they need your help. Dan Lill is the director of R Community Bikes. He 

says they provide bike services of all kinds at their location just north of downtown Rochester for 

the past 10 years. On any given weekend you could see dozens of volunteers working on and 

giving away bicycles. Lill said, “This year we have given away 2500 bikes for the third year in a 

row.” But, there is a problem when it comes to storing all of their bikes. The current storage 

garage is on Flint Street. And very soon, they will no longer be able to use it. So, R Community 

Bikes is reaching out to our community. Lill said, “We can keep this place and expand to another 

place and just use that place for storage or we could consolidate everything into a larger building 

that would be ideal so we don‟t have to keep transporting everything back and forth.” The non-

profit bike shop has been offered locations, but all have been located in Rochester‟s suburbs. 

Dan Lill says it would defeat the purpose of giving bikes to people in need if the future location 

wasn‟t in the heart of the city. The clock is ticking for the R Community Bikes and they‟re 

hoping for a little help before March. The organization has to move out of their storage facility 

on Flint Street because the building is being sold. The main bike shop off of Hudson Avenue is 

staying put. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 12/23/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: A simple act of kindness spurred by a young Rochester boy is making a 

big difference for those who need it most in our community. He‟s 9 years old now, but for the 

past four years, Colin has been collecting coats and donating them to Rochester‟s Open Door 

Mission. Colin said, “We were doing the Salvation Army ringing the bell, when I saw a kid 

without a coat. When I got back into the car I said, „Mom, I want to give this kid a coat.‟” Colin 

started the Warm Hearts Warm Bodies campaign. He has since inspired hundreds of you to give 

generously. Those who need it most served by the Open Door Mission have benefitted from the 

yearly coat drive. Helping to keep thousands in our community warm.  

 

Crime/Law Enforcement – topics covered under this issue include: Violent crimes and non-

violent crimes. Police and community efforts to fight crime. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/1/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: This past summer was so violent, it sparked renewed efforts to get rid of 

illegal guns. One program leaders are leaning on has removed almost thirteen hundred guns form 

the streets of Rochester since 1998. That program is Project Exile. It aims to keep illegal guns off 



the streets through a law enforcement and community-wide efforts. Project Exile also tries to 

reduce the amount of violent crime throughout the city. They‟ve partnered with programs like 

Recreation on the Move, an organization that brings peer leaders into communities and 

reconnects the youth to their parks and each other. Their hope? To reach out to youth before 

violence breaks out. The program has grown to be a model for cities across the U.S. Since 

Project Exile first started, more than 600 people have been sentenced for gun crimes. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/5/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: A Rochester man is linked to the theft of assault weapons from two city 

homes. One of those guns, an AK-47, was used to kill three people outside the Boys and Girls 

Club. Yet assault weapons are banned in the city of Rochester. In the past ten years. Not one 

person has been charged with having a banned assault weapon under the city‟s law. Even the 

mayor admits it can be hard to enforce. Even though city residents are not allowed to possess 

assault weapons, the police department was not able to tell us if the owners of these weapons that 

got stolen will be ticketed under the municipal code. The penalty is a maximum one thousand 

dollar fine and 180 days in jail. Police say they‟re still investigating. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/6/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Tonight another young man is accused of murder in the mass shooting at 

the Boys and Girls Club. And, Rochester Police say they nabbed him as he was about to skip 

town. The drive by shooting in August shook the community, and prompted an aggressive 

investigation. 20 year-old Jalen Everett was taken into custody on September 29
th

 in Buffalo. 

Rochester police caught him at the Buffalo airport just as he was about to leave the state. He was 

held on a charge of possession of stolen property. Police say he had a stolen laptop. On Tuesday, 

Everett was charged with first degree murder. The Rochester Police Department says this case is 

not closed, saying there could be more charges and arrests stemming from the shooting.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/6/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: In Wayne County, police say a fight over drugs led to murder. 35-year-old 

Lee Thomas is the suspect. He was arraigned this afternoon. Hours earlier, deputies say Thomas 

shot and killed a man outside his home on Ontario Center Road in Ontario. Lee Thomas is being 

held without bail and the Wayne County District Attorney says his case will probably go to a 

grand jury. DA Richard Healy says Thomas, his girlfriend, the victim Brett Brookover and 

Brookover‟s girlfriend were doing drugs at Thomas‟ home late Monday night. Healy said, “I 

believe there was an argument over drugs and there was a female involved. The victim was 

interested in the defendant‟s girlfriend. That was an issue.” The issue escalated. Police were 

called to the home by Thomas, who claimed there was a home invasion. They found Brookover‟s 

body in the driveway. Lee Thomas told police he shot Brookover out of self-defense, but police 

and the DA say otherwise. Thomas is being charged with murder, attempted murder and criminal 

use of a firearm. If convicted, he could face life in prison. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/7/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 



Detailed Description: The Monroe County District Attorney is reopening a 2001 murder case 

based on information Rachel Barnhart reported last week. That information included an on 

camera and written confession from an inmate now held in Attica. There‟s a long legal process 

ahead. But the district attorney may try to speed things along. In 2001, Jose Torres was convicted 

of murdering Miguel Cruz on Hollister Street. He signed a confession saying he was the killer. 

Torres now says he didn‟t know what he was signing. After conducting an investigation, Torres‟ 

lawyer linked the killing to another man, Angel Carrasquillo. Carrasquillo, who is serving a life 

sentence for murder, confessed to News 8 that he is the real killer. DA Sandra Doorley said, 

“Our investigators, district attorney‟s office investigators are currently looking into it and you 

know, we‟ll see what happens, but there‟s a process. As soon as the information was made 

available to me we opened up the investigation and we‟re moving on it. You know what we all 

want is to make sure an innocent man isn‟t spending time in prison for a crime he didn‟t commit, 

but due diligence tells us we have to do the research.” At last check no investigators have been to 

Attica prison to interview Angel Carrasquillo about his confession. He says he has details only 

the killer would know. Within the next month or two, lawyers for Jose Torres will file a motion, 

asking a judge to vacate the conviction based on this new evidence. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/8/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: The judge in the Charlie Tan murder case declared a mistrial this morning. 

Jurors had spent more than fifty hours trying to determine whether Charlie Tan is guilty of 

killing his father Jim in their Pittsford home earlier this year. It appears the defense‟s argument 

that Tan‟s mother Jean is the real killer had an impact on some jurors, leaving the group split and 

in the end, frustrated. Jurors spent the last 8 days trying to come to a verdict in the Charlie Tan 

murder case. They say they were close but weren‟t close enough. 8 jurors wanted a guilty 

verdict, three people felt Charlie Tan was not guilty and one person was undecided. Jurors say 

the jury room often got heated. Charlie Tan walked out of court Thursday a free man, for now. 

His lawyer‟s not saying whether he‟s expressed or shown any one emotion over another. The 

judge, prosecution and defense will meet November 5
th

 to decide what‟s next. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/9/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: We now know where the AK-47 allegedly used in the shooting outside the 

Boys and Girls Club may have come from. Federal authorities say 21-year-old Ramel Robinson 

stole the gun from a home on Lake Avenue in July, several weeks before the shooting. Robinson 

is charged with unlawful possession of a firearm. Robinson didn‟t enter a plea today. He‟s due 

back in court later this month. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/12/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: A local judge is being judged tonight for his comments to the news media 

in the Charlie Tan murder case. Some legal advocates are criticizing Judge James Piampiano 

after he granted interviews, on the same day he sent the Tan jury home for good. Judge 

Piampiano was quoted as saying he had no regrets about dismissing the jury. And he called Tan a 

sympathetic figure. Many Rochester attorneys we called for comment refused to speak on the 

record because they could have cases before Pampiano. So we turned to Florina Altshiler out of 



Buffalo. She said, “I‟ve never seen a judge speak to reporters while a case was pending. It‟s 

certainly not uncommon after the case is resolved, but not while the case remains pending. It‟s 

just not done.” It‟s not done for a reason. Altshiler said, “It suggests impropriety. We want our 

judges to be objective. We want our judges to not form any conclusions or opinions.” The New 

York Judicial Code of Conduct reads, “A judge shall not make any public comment about a 

pending or impending proceeding in any court within the United States or its territories.” We 

asked Judge Piampiano to comment on his comments and he said, “I can‟t comment on that.” 

Judge Piampiano‟s media interviews come while he is running for State Supreme Court. The 

judge is a Republican and Democrats are sounding the alarm. The prosecution plans to re-try 

Tan. Either side could ask Judge Pampiano to recuse himself. If he‟s not removed first. The 

presiding judge in the Rochester-area, Craig Doran, would not comment on the situation. Charlie 

Tan returns to court in November. That‟s when lawyers could make motions for Pampiano to 

recuse himself. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/13/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: A murder indictment for the man accused of opening fire outside the Boys 

and Girls Club on Genesee Street, killing three people. Johnny Blackshell Junior was indicted on 

three counts of first degree murder, the most serious charge. He also faces a list of other charges 

related to that mass shooting in August. Seven people were shot. Raekwon Manigault, Johnny 

Johnson Jr, and Jonah Barley died. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/14/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Two Chili teenagers are facing first degree rape charges tonight, accused 

of sexually assaulting a 14-year-old girl. Police tell us the girl and her friend went into the 

apartment of 16-year-old Kadeem Hall on Chili Avenue. At some point police say the victim‟s 

friend left and 16-year-old Gavin Gordon arrived. Police say, Gordon and Hall then forcibly 

raped the girl. Both teens also allegedly assaulted and robbed a man in Gates back in July. Both 

were given leniency, in part, because of their ages. They are both back in jail tonight on the rape 

charge, and due back in court Friday. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/16/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: They‟re called skimming devices and they‟ve been found in gas stations 

throughout our area. These devices steal your credit card information. And thieves use that 

information to make fraudulent purchases. The Monroe County Sheriff reports the devices have 

been found in Scottsville, Fairport and Rochester. One way to prevent becoming a victim? Pay 

inside. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/18/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: A Pittsford man, who once threatened to kill the President of the United 

States, is in trouble with the law again. This time, he‟s accused of a crime spree this weekend. 

The Monroe County Sheriff‟s Office says 46-year-old Benjamin Smith faces a list of charges, 

including arson. Deputies tells us last night around 7pm, they found an open gas can and a 



number of broken bottles at the front door of the Masonic Temple on Church Street in Pittsford. 

We‟re told Smith admitted to trying to set the fire. As you can see there wasn‟t much damage to 

the building. Tonight Smith is also facing a criminal mischief charge for an incident that 

happened at Starbucks in Pittsford. Sheriff‟s deputies didn‟t say exactly what happened, but our 

cameras found the window boarded up at the business. And it doesn‟t end there. Smith also 

charged with harassment related to a domestic incident at his home in Penfield. Harassment for 

an incident on North Main Street in Pittsford. And pending criminal mischief related to an 

incident on Boughton Avenue, also in Pittsford. Smith made headlines in last year when he was 

arrested in Manhattan for threatening to kill former President George W. Bush. Smith was also 

arrested twice in 2011. Once for rolling his car into a gorge at Letchworth State Park. The second 

time for pushing and yelling at a man in Pittsford because of the color shirt he was wearing. In 

July of last year, a federal judge sentenced Smith to six months home confinement and a year of 

mental health treatment for his threat against the President. His lawyer at the time said Smith 

suffered from mental illness. Smith is in police custody tonight. Deputies say he did admit to the 

arson and other crimes in Pittsford this weekend. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/21/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: It will be an extra level of safety for sheriff deputies and for the public. 

There will now be trauma kits available for Monroe County Sheriff Office. The office received 

nearly $5,000 from the Spirit of Blue Foundation, Dunkin Donuts and Baskin-Robbins. The 

donation will help place 100 personal trauma kits in deputy cruisers. Ryan Smith of Spirit of 

Blue Foundation said, “A lot of times when an officer or a deputy is hurt, severely, they are in a 

very dangerous situation. A situation where a paramedic or EMTs aren‟t really safe and clear to 

come in and perform a rescue. So, the ability to give themselves aid, or give a fellow deputy the 

aid, or even a member of the general public is involved in a car accident or shooting or what not, 

is really, really important.” The sheriff‟s office is one of 17 agencies to receive the trauma kits in 

the Northeast. Each kit costs about $45. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/21/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Police are investigating a string of burglaries last night on Rochester‟s east 

side. We‟re told all of the incidents happened in the area of Dorchester and Newcastle roads. In 

one case, a homeowner tells us he was attacked by the suspects. So far police don‟t have anyone 

in custody. And they won‟t say whether this incident is related to two others that also happened 

last night around the corner. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/21/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Tonight, a Gates woman is recovering after being carjacked and thrown in 

the Genesee River. Meanwhile, the suspect is still on the run, and police are making every effort 

to track him down. Police say the man at the center of this bizarre crime spree is armed and could 

be dangerous. We‟re told this all started with a botched robbery at a real estate office on Chili 

Avenue in Gates. Then, just down the street, police say the suspect found 74-year-old Lois 

Wilkinson outside her home. She was getting into her car when the suspect abducted her. 

Sources say he threatened her multiple times with a gun. His drive with her ended with a crash at 



the river off of Exchange Street in Rochester. Family tells us the suspect then pushed Wilkinson 

down the embankment, into the chilly water, and took off. Wilkinson is being treated at Strong 

Memorial Hospital and is expected to be released Wednesday night. Police are continuing their 

search for this suspect. They are using evidence to find him, like DNA and witness descriptions. 

They believe he is armed with a handgun. Anyone with information about this incident is asked 

to call 911. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/22/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: Rochester police and prosecutors ask for people to come forward when 

they have information about crime. But tonight we have a story that shows just how hard and 

dangerous it is for people who simply want to do the right thing. In this case, Cassandra White 

and Stephen Smart allegedly threatened to kill a Woodward Street woman if she testified about 

what she saw. William James is accused of killing two and injured three others during a shooting 

at a house party on Woodward Street back on September 12
th

. This is one example of why 

witnesses won‟t come forward. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/23/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Before you get ready to do all that online holiday shopping, we spoke with 

an expert about protecting yourself from hackers. Kevin Mitnick used to be one of those hackers. 

Now, he helps educate people. He suggests creating a complicated password to lock your 

smartphone, instead of a standard four digit code. Also minimize the amount of apps on your 

phone. And make sure to continuously update your computer software to protect against 

breaches. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/23/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: A former Livingston County sheriff is spending the night behind bars. He 

has resigned from his post amid accusations he gave chewing tobacco to an inmate in exchange 

for a 50 dollar gift card. Investigators also believe 25-year-old Ryan O‟May verbally agreed to 

bring hydrocodone to an inmate in exchange for money. No pills were ever found. It is believed 

the conduct happened over several months. Friends and neighbors were shocked. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/23/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Still no arrest in the abduction of a Gates woman. But police hope 

surveillance video will change that. They believe the man on the video may be the man who 

carjacked 74-year-old Lois Wilkinson, then pushed her into the Genesee River. The FBI is 

offering $10,000 for any information that leads to an arrest. On Thursday, the police were back 

at the site on the Genesee River searching for a gun or any other evidence that might help them 

find the suspect. Wilkinson was released from the hospital. She had been treated for 

hypothermia. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 10/26/15 

Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 1:00 



Detailed Description: A clerk in Rochester says he helped a woman escape an alleged rapist. The 

suspect -- a parolee - out of prison for just days. It all happened last week near 25 Driving Park 

Avenue. 42-year-old Korane Womack is charged with criminal sex act for the rape of one 

woman and attempted criminal sex act for the attempted rape of another. We're told his first 

victim was able to get away. She ran down Driving Park Avenue ending up at a store where an 

employee called police.  According to court paperwork-responding officers caught Womack 

attacking the second victim. The address listed for Womack on the paperwork is for the Francis 

Catholic Center on Joseph Avenue-- a homeless center for men. We stopped there last night-- but 

no one could tell us whether Womack had checked in. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/26/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: Tonight a fourth person is under arrest in connection with the Boys and 

Girls Club shooting on Genesee Street. 19-year-old Tatiana Starling, of Rochester, is charged 

with unlawful possession of a firearm. Federal prosecutors say Starling drove the getaway car the 

night her boyfriend, Johnny Blackshell Junior, along with Ramel Robinson, are alleged to have 

stolen three guns inside a safe from a home on Lake Avenue. Police say one of those guns, an 

AK-47, was ballistically linked to the shooting outside the Boys and Girls Club. Three people 

were killed and four others wounded. Johnny Blackshell and another man, Jalen Everett, have 

been charged with first degree murder. Robinson is charged with unlawful possession of a 

firearm. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/28/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: A viral video showing five Rochester Police Officers is causing 

controversy, raising the questions, did they use excessive force during an arrest. The incident 

happened on October 27
th

, in front of the Open Door Mission, a homeless shelter on West Main 

Street. The man who recorded the video says he watched in horror as officers beat on a 

defenseless man. But police are saying just the opposite. Police say they were responding to a 

call at the Open Door Mission for an agitated, uncooperative man who was acting aggressively 

and threatening the staff. He was asked to leave but wouldn‟t. Police say the man ran into a 

traffic lane, where he resisted arrest. One officer attempted to control him with a Taser, which 

was unsuccessful. Officers did use additional force to control and detain the individual. Instead 

of arresting the man in question, police brought him to a hospital for a mental health evaluation. 

The officers in the video are being investigated to determine whether their use of force complied 

with RPD policies and training.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/31/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Operation Halloween is when officers go door to door to make sure sex 

offenders are in their houses. Parole Officer Dwayne Johnson closely monitors his parolees year-

round, but gives extra attention to Halloween because of all the kids who are out. There are 

several rules offenders must abide by. They must remain at home or in a designated location. Not 

answer the door to trick-or-treaters. Not have Halloween candy or dress in a costume. There are 

thousands of sex offenders across western New York. Officers try to visit most, but there are still 



hundreds that won‟t get a knock on their door. The goal is for everyone to have a safe and fun 

Halloween night. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/2/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:25 

Detailed Description: Police are investigating the city‟s second homicide in just a matter of 

hours. This shooting happened around 8:15 tonight on Portland Avenue, a few blocks south of 

Norton Street. Police tell us the victim is a 26-year-old man. And they confirm he has died from 

his injuries. His name has not been released. At this hour there has been no word on any suspects 

or arrests. Just a few hours before that shooting, another homicide in the city, the 34
th

 this year. 

A man shot dead outside a home on Devonshire Court just off Thurston Road. Police say the 

shooting, which was an isolated incident, happened around 2:30pm. Police say a man in his 20‟s 

was shot dead outside a home. There is a “person of interest “in custody, but no suspect. Police 

called in SWAT. They spent a couple hours searching a home across the street for more suspects 

and weapons. We‟ve also learned that police responded to the same house earlier today, before 

the shooting happened.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/5/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:40 

Detailed Description: Tonight Charlie Tan is picking up where his life left off, when he went on 

trial for murder. He was accused of killing his father in their Pittsford home. Now, we may never 

know who shot Jim Tan, because the judge dismissed the case. Prosecutors are weighing their 

options. Tan‟s trial ended in a mistrial last month after a hung jury. And this morning, to much 

surprise, the case against Charlie Tan was dismissed. Judge Piampiano said the prosecution 

wasn‟t able to put the gun in Tan‟s hands. It‟s a decision Prosecutor Bill Gargan didn‟t see 

coming. Gargan was nearly arrested when attempting to argue with the judge‟s decision. District 

Attorney Sandra Doorley says there should have been a second trial. Tan will not be retried for 

murder. But he could still face lesser charges. Now it‟s back to square one for the prosecution in 

trying to determine who killed Jim Tan. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/5/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The Charlie Tan trial has prompted a lot of conversation about the issue of 

domestic violence. It‟s believed that the Tan household was filled with domestic violence before 

the shooting of Jim Tan. President and CEO of Willow Domestic Violence Center, Jamie 

Saunders, says it‟s tragic what happened to the Tan family, and adds she understands how 

difficult it can be to reach out for help. If you are a victim of domestic violence, or suspect 

someone else is, you can contact Willow at 585-233-SAFE. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/7/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: More than 200 illegal guns are off the streets of Rochester tonight. 

Surrendered with no questions asked at a gun buyback program. Rochester Police Chief Michael 

Ciminelli said, “It‟s a way for the department and the community to kind of speak with one 

voice. That we are together in trying to reduce gun violence.” In exchange for the illegal guns, 

more than $19,000 gift cards were handed out to those who turned in the guns. Those who 



dropped off weapons remain anonymous. Police are still tallying exactly how many guns were 

surrendered. They say they also collected a number of replica firearms, air guns and pellet guns, 

which were hard to distinguish from real guns. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 4pm Date: 11/10/15 

Time: 4pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Gates police are asking for your help finding a man they believe robbed an 

elderly woman on Halloween. The Tops Market on Buffalo Road is where Gates police say the 

horrifying ordeal began on Halloween afternoon. According to investigators, an 85-year-old 

victim withdrew more than $1000 from the Citizens Bank inside the grocery store prior to 

shopping. Police say the suspect followed her throughout the store and then followed her home. 

That‟s where police say the suspect confronted the elderly woman, claiming he had a gun and 

demanded she hand over her purse. He allegedly took her purse and ran off. If you have any 

information you‟re asked to call Gates police at 247-2262. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/12/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Rochester police officers don‟t think the reorganization of the police 

department is working. The police officers‟ union released a survey of officers today, which 

identifies a number of officer concerns.  According to the survey, about a third of Rochester 

police officers agree that the new model is improving community engagement. But, more than 88 

percent say it isn‟t improving community safety. And more than 92 percent say it isn‟t improving 

officer safety. The survey was conducted by an independent research firm. 58 percent of officers 

submitted responses. Two thirds of whom said they don‟t feel safe in their assignments. 98 

percent of Rochester police officers also feel under staffed. Rochester Police Chief Mike 

Ciminelli says they‟ve budgeted for 725 officers. Currently they have 713. Ciminelli questions 

the timing of the survey since contract negotiations begin soon. And he says no survey has been 

done before. So, they have nothing to compare it to. Still he says he wants to sit down with the 

police union to address concerns among members of the department. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/12/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Greece Police say 29-year-old Randy Bileschi Junior is suspected of 

stealing from several local businesses in the past few weeks. Police were trying to arrest him, 

when he fled in his car. The chase started on North Clinton Avenue in Rochester and ended 30 

minutes later at the Walgreens at the corner of Latta and Long Pond Roads in Greece. Police say 

Bileschi sped through several neighborhoods. With dozens of cars in pursuit. Neighbors say 

they‟ve never seen anything like it, as Bileschi drove up on lawns, and barreled through 

mailboxes on the street. Bileschi‟s family says his troubles began with an addiction to heroin and 

cocaine. Police say he robbed the Tops on Mount Read Boulevard. Police believe he also robbed 

a Tops in Penfield and a Rite Aid in Irondequoit. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/12/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Names, birthdays and social security numbers. All compromised in the 

Excellus Blue Cross Blue Shield data breach. 10.5 million people at risk, both adults and 



children. In wake of the breach, Excellus is taking steps to protect adults, but not the kids. In a 

statement to News 8, Jim Redmond the vice president of communications for Excellus said, 

“there is no evidence to date that any sensitive data was removed from Excellus BCBS‟ systems 

and to date we have no evidence that any data has been used inappropriately. We are providing 

protections that are consistent with the industry standards.” But some credit experts believe that‟s 

not enough. Lynette Baker is the director of marketing and consumer credit counseling service of 

Rochester. She is also insured by Excellus, so are her 13 and 17 year old children. She says kids 

are prime targets for hackers, and their credit should be monitored. A fear for Baker, if their 

credit isn‟t monitored early enough and it is compromised, they won‟t know until years later, 

before it‟s too late. Excellus did contract with Kroll, a risk consulting firm to provide identity 

theft consultation and restoration services. Minors are automatically enrolled for four years, 

though their credit is not monitored. If you have questions or feel that your child‟s identity has 

been compromised, you can also call Kroll at 1-877-589-3331 Monday through Friday 8-8. How 

can you protect your kids? You can contact each credit bureau to see whether a file exists in your 

child‟s name. If there is a credit report opened-that could indicate fraudulent activity. You can 

then freeze the child‟s credit report so no new accounts are open. You can also go to 

AllClearID.com. On this site you can scan your child‟s Social Security Number and it will flag 

anything that seems out of the ordinary. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/12/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: If you have concerns with the way the Rochester Police Department will 

be managing and operating their body camera program, now is the time to speak. Thursday was 

the first of a half dozen meetings where the public can say just how they want the program to be 

run. Rochester residents broke into groups to discuss different questions like when will cameras 

be on and off? Can citizens opt-out of being recorded? And who can see the video? The 

Rochester Police Department may be slower to getting body cameras compared to neighboring 

towns like Greece and Gates, but Chief Ciminelli says the department wants to make sure when 

it comes to the technology, they‟re not rushing and doing everything correctly. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/13/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: According to an indictment unsealed Friday morning, 11 suspects play 

some role in a crime spree that began on July 29
th

. That‟s when Rochester police say Tatianna 

Starling, Ramel Robinson and Johnny Blackwell stole a gun safe from an apartment on Lake 

Avenue. Fast forward to August 16
th

. Police Chief Michael Ciminelli says Barnes, Barthel, 

Blackshell, and Lowry used that AK-47 stolen from Lake Avenue to shoot Shanell Anderson-

Edwards while she stood on the sidewalk on Genesee Street. Police say Anderson-Edwards was 

an innocent bystander in the shooting and had no connection to any of the suspects. Three days 

later, police say Blackshell and Everett committed the drive-by shooting outside the Boys and 

Girls Club on Genesee Street. Raekwon Manigault, Johnny Johnson, and Jonah Barley were all 

killed. Four others were wounded. When police announced Blackshell‟s arrest, federal 

authorities said he was part of a gang called Maroon Goons. Still, Ciminelli wouldn‟t call this 

group a gang. Ciminelli said, “Certain ones were together, then others were together at other 

times. Whether or not they hold the identity of a street gang, that‟s not part of our case at this 

point.” Rochester Mayor Lovely Warren is making a plea to the public. “It‟s sad. So, I want to 



talk to our parents out there that have children and ask them to help us.” Charges in this 

indictment range from burglary to attempted murder. The chief says other arrests are possible. 

Now the death penalty isn‟t allowed in New York State. But there is a federal death penalty 

statute that may apply. Federal prosecutors say it‟s too early to say whether that‟s something 

they‟ll pursue. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/16/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: A judge has ordered the record in the Charlie Tan murder trial to be 

unsealed. Judge William Kocher said the DA‟s office has the right to inspect the trial transcript 

because of the “unprecedented nature” of the way the case against Tan ended. Judge James 

Piampiano dismissed the case against Tan after his trial ended in a hung jury. Tan was accused of 

killing his father. Piampiano said there wasn‟t enough evidence for a retrial. Prosecutors want to 

go over the trial records to see if they can appeal Piampiano‟s decisions. But legal experts are 

doubtful the DA will have much success. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/18/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Rochester police say the gun buyback program was successful this year as 

they were able to bring in more than 200 guns safely. But many of the guns were legally owned 

and some community members wonder if the program really prevents crime. While RPD admits 

they can‟t prove any of these guns would have been used in a crime, they maintain that the gun 

buyback program is a good way to keep people safe, and is what the community wants. RPD 

says that the Genesee Street mass shooting is another example of legal guns ending up in the 

wrong hands and worry many of these unwanted guns could have been stolen or somehow ended 

up in the wrong hands as well. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/20/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: One American was one of at least 21 people killed after a terror attack in 

the capital of Mali. More than 100 other people were held hostage in the luxury hotel. The siege 

lasted seven hours. U.S. forces helped evacuate some of the hostages. Two of the gunman are 

among the dead. Two terror groups with ties to Al Qaeda have claimed responsibility. The 

capital of Mali is one of Rochester‟s sister cities. Mayor Lovely Warren said, “Terrorism has 

become an increasingly frequent reality in our world, one that is far too easy to detach ourselves 

from when it occurs far away from our city. All our thoughts and prayers are with the people of 

the city of Bamako, the victims and hostages of this morning‟s attack.” 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/23/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Monroe County DA Sandra Doorley has filed notice, she will appeal the 

Charlie Tan murder case. Earlier this month, over the objections of the DA‟s office, the judge 

dismissed the case against Tan. Before that, the judge declared a mistrial after a jury struggled to 

reach a verdict. Tan was accused of killing his father inside their home in Pittsford. 

 



 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/24/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The Steuben County Sheriff‟s Office is asking drug dealers to blow the 

whistle on other drug dealers. It‟s offering a free service to eliminate a dealer‟s drug competition 

by reporting it to the sheriff‟s office. Dealers can provide anonymous tips about fellow dealers 

including the dealer‟s address, phone number, and how the drugs are transported. The theory 

being it will lead to new tips and help get drug dealers off the streets. Steuben County Sheriff 

David Cole said, “If there are ten drug dealers and they turn in five of them, you now have five 

drug dealers vs ten. So, it isn‟t helping the drug dealers out. It‟s actually trying to get them to 

work against each other.” Since Friday, the sheriff says they‟ve seen dozens more tips than usual. 

It hasn‟t led to any arrests, but investigators say it‟s early. They‟re still going through the tips to 

determine whether they‟re credible. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/30/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The man accused of shooting and killing three people inside a Planned 

Parenthood in Colorado made his first court appearance today. Police say 57-year-old Robert 

Dear killed a police officer, an Iraq War vet and a mother. This attack has local Planned 

Parenthood clinics and state police rethinking security. State Police are in the process of meeting 

with Planned Parenthood officials across New York State. We‟re told they‟ve also increased 

patrols in light of the shooting in Colorado. Earlier today, there was also a Rochester police car 

parked outside of the building. Erin Cabral is the director of marketing and communications for 

Planned Parenthood of Central and Western New York. She says they have the appropriate 

measures in place to make sure patients and staff are safe. That includes training staff members 

on an annual basis to handle security threats. However, for safety reasons, Cabral wouldn‟t go 

into further detail about security protocol. Cabral said, “We have great security measures in place 

and they are safe. Patients, staff, anyone who comes in this building is safe.” The non-profit is 

used to protests from anti-abortion groups. But locally, Cabral says there haven‟t been any 

threats in recent memory. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/1/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:45 

Detailed Description: Police say 53-year-old Kyle Johnson of LeRoy, killed his neighbor, set his 

own house on fire, and shot at first responders. The victim, 69-year-old Norman Ball, a retired 

construction worker and Vietnam Veteran. He was shot to death on Selden Street early this 

morning. It took multiple police agencies to contain the area and Johnson was taken into custody 

four hours after the shooting. Johnson was arraigned in LeRoy town court this afternoon. He was 

charged with second degree murder, arson, burglary and reckless endangerment. He was placed 

in the Genesee County jail and is expected back in court for a preliminary hearing Friday. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/2/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 



Detailed Description: Rochester‟s Police Chief has a message for gun owners: take precautions 

to secure your weapons. The city has more than 5,000 weapons dating back to the 1980s in 

storage. Long guns, hand guns and ammunition fill the shelves and the bins. Data shows more 

than half of guns recovered by police started off as legal weapons in New York State. That 

means the guns got into the hands of criminals through theft or the owners illegally sold them. 

Chief Ciminelli said, “For people that are lawful owners of guns, we want them to be responsible 

owners. We want them to secure their weapons in a way that makes it as least likely as possible 

that they‟ll be stolen.” RPD has crime prevention officers that will work with homeowners on 

how to better secure their houses and weapons.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/2/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: A parolee is accused of walking into Gates-Chili schools and stealing 

wallets and purses from teachers. Now Gates officials are, again, calling on state leaders to 

change the way the parole system works. Law enforcement leaders from around the area have 

met with state politicians. They are working on reaching a solution, and are planning on 

releasing a strategy before the end of the year that will improve the parole system. Until then, 

leaders fear there will be more incidents where parolees commit crimes. The superintendent for 

the Gates Chili School District says they‟ll be increasing security at all schools. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/4/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The Livingston County Sheriff‟s Office will no longer contract with the 

Monroe County Crime Lab after unexpected cost increases. The current fee costs $40,000 a year. 

For 2017, Livingston County expects the cost to spike to between $105,000 and $115,000. A 

Monroe County spokesperson says the new fee structure prevents taxpayers in Monroe from 

subsidizing crimes for other counties. The actual cost for cases vary depending on the amount of 

evidence brought in. Something Livingston County does sparingly. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/4/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Now in Ontario County, you can text 911 instead of calling. The idea is to 

give someone another option if they are in a situation where they can‟t speak on the phone. 

Ontario County Sheriff Phil Povero made the announcement today at the Eastview Mall. A place 

he says could potentially be a target for someone looking to harm people. Povero says in an 

active shooter situation the texting option could come in handy. But, he says the best defense is 

for the public to remain vigilant. Some counties, like Monroe County, already have the ability to 

receive 911 messages via text.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/6/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: A local high school science teacher and swim coach has been arrested. 

We‟re told that Matt Greene, who works for the Rush-Henrietta School District was arrested on 

Friday after district officials brought their concerns to the sheriff‟s office. Those concerns deal 

with a small room next to a changing room used female students. Greene has been charged with 

endangering the welfare of a child and has been put on administrative leave. The school district 



released a statement saying, “Student safety is paramount in the Rush-Henrietta Central School 

District. We are thankful to the employee who noticed this activity and brought it to our 

attention.” Officials are asking anyone with information to call 911. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 12/7/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Pieces are still coming together in the investigation of the abduction of two 

University of Rochester students Saturday. Ani Okeke Ewo and Nicholas Kollias were reported 

missing Saturday night around 6:30pm. Police believe they were held against their will for about 

43 hours. Sources say the two students may have been involved in drug-related activity and have 

been victimized as retaliation, but it‟s not clear if they were involved. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/7/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: New details in the case of a Mount Morris man facing rape and 

imprisonment charges. The Livingston County district attorney says 33-year-old Calvin Patrick, 

who is facing nine felony counts in this case, was already listed as a sex offender and on parole. 

Investigators say he held a woman against her will and sexually abused her between March and 

May of this year. The district attorney says the victim reported the crimes to police after a recent 

investigation of Patrick. He was arrested in late October on child pornography charges and was 

on probation at the time of his indictment. The district attorney‟s office has been in talks with 

U.S. attorneys to see if this case could go any further. For now, Patrick is being held in the 

Livingston County jail. His next court appearance is on January 14
th

. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 12/15/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The man accused of killing his neighbor, lighting his own house on fire, 

and shooting at first responders pleaded not guilty today. Kyle Johnson was in court for the first 

time since learning he was indicted by a Genesee County grand jury. He faces 8 charges, 

including two counts of second degree murder, arson and burglary. Initially he was charged with 

reckless endangerment for shooting at firefighters, those charges has been changed to attempted 

aggravated murder. Johnson could be in court as soon as next week. His first motion hearing is 

set for February 23
rd

. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/15/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: A Webster teen is facing charges in juvenile court for a disturbing case of 

animal cruelty. Police say he broke into his neighbor‟s home, and killed four exotic pets. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/17/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: A Rochester business owner has plead guilty to federal terrorism charges 

for recruiting people for ISIS. This is the first of its kind plea in the nation. Mufid Elfgeeh up to 

22 year in prison when he‟s sentenced in March. He admitted to using social media to recruit 

people to travel to Syria, Turkey and Iraq to join ISIS. Elfgeeh used to own MoJo‟s on North 

Clinton Avenue. 



 

 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/17/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: In Rochester, a seventh suspect has been charged in connection with the 

abduction of two University of Rochester students. 24-year-old David Alcaraz-Ubiles of 

Rochester has been charged with 2
nd

 degree kidnapping. According to the felony complaint he 

used a knife to intimidate the University of Rochester students while they were held captive 

inside a bedroom of the Harvest Street home. Prosecutors won‟t say why they believe he and six 

others targeted the students. Prosecutors say other arrests are possible. They still aren‟t sure if 

they‟ll try all seven suspects at once. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/21/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Rochester police have made their third and final arrest in this summer‟s 

Boys and Girls Club shooting on Genesee Street. 18-year-old Michael Mathis was arraigned this 

morning on murder and assault charges. Police say Mathis was in the car with Jalen Everett and 

Johnny Blackshell. The three men are accused of using an assault rifle to open fire on a crowd of 

people. Three people were killed and four wounded. Right now, police won‟t say what role each 

man played. But they did say it was a very complicated investigation, involving as many as 75 

investigators and prosecutors. So far, Mathis has only been charged in the shooting. His co-

defendants face other charges, including robbery and assault related to other incidents. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/28/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 

Detailed Description: Webster police are investigating a series of car break-ins over the past ten 

days that have authorities sounding the alarm to homeowners. Police say the thieve have stolen 

from multiple cars left unlocked in the Thrushwood, Murwood and Longbush Lane 

neighborhoods in Webster. Surveillance video was taken by a camera on one of the homes 

targeted. The Webster police chief is advising homeowners to lock their cars and take their 

valuables inside. The chief is also warning people to leave the police work up to the police. 

Don‟t take matters into your own hands. Police are not sure whether the burglars are armed. If 

you see anything or believe you‟ve been a victim of these thieves you‟re asked to call 911. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/30/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: We‟re learning today there was an extensive sweep, done quietly, here in 

the Rochester area that picked up a dozen parolees who had failed to check in. The sweep 

involved state police, local police and the Department of Corrections, or DOCCS. DOCCS 

released this info in response to more criticism of the parole system from Gates Police which 

handled a string of crimes last week allegedly linked to parolees. First, a man on parole, James 

McCoy, is accused of robbing someone outside a Citizens Bank on Chili Ave. Another man on 

parole, Jason Kier, was picked up at the Motel 6. He was wanted for a string of burglaries in 

Wayne County. Finally, parolee Bernie Daniels was charged with stealing money from a car 



wash vending machine. Gates Police Chief James VanBrederode said, “I think at this point we 

are just beyond frustrated with the parole system and their inability to track and supervise 

convicted felons who are released from prison early.” VanBrederode says he and other local 

chiefs will be sending suggestions on how to fix the parole system to Albany in the coming days. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/31/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 4:00 

Detailed Description: Right now, thousands are out celebrating in Rochester, as they would any 

other New Year‟s Eve. But tonight‟s joy and festivity might have been supplanted by chaos and 

fear had an alleged local terror plot proceeded. But the FBI says 25-year-old Emanuel Lutchman 

of Rochester was arrested right before he could carry out his deadly plan that they say involved 

knives and a bomb. He‟s charged with attempting to provide material support to a terrorist 

organization. The owners of Merchants Grill say that‟s where Lutchman planned to kill people 

celebrating on New Year‟s Eve. After news of Emanuel Lutchman‟s arrest broke, three agents 

with the FBI Rochester Joint Terrorism Task Force got in touch with Merchants Grill co-owner 

John Page. They told him the bar Lutchman had been talking about attacking was his. Page said, 

“It was a shock to me. I‟d seen it on CNN this morning and I was wondering what bar that could 

be. And it was mine. You don‟t think of these things happening to you, but it does.” Page 

believes the bar was targeted because Lutchman lives around the corner. He says all of the 

business owners on their street know him well. Page said, “He‟s loitering outside in the parking 

lot. A lot. We see him out there asking customers for money. We‟ve asked him to leave every 

time we see that happening.” Despite the news, many patrons weren‟t scared off. While law 

enforcement agencies and investigators say they prevented an attack, Assemblyman Peter 

Lawrence, who spent the bulk of his career as a US Marshal, says the public still has a role to 

play. “If you see something, say something. There‟s no ifs, ands, or buts about it. If you see 

something say something. Law enforcement is not going to think that it‟s petty, they‟re going to 

act on information they receive.” The FBI says there‟s a load of evidence that shows Lutchman‟s 

relationship with ISIS and details his ruthless plan. The 11-page criminal complaint describes a 

determined Lutchman who communicated with FBI informants he would be “doing 

assassinations and using a pressure cooker bomb.” In the complaint Lutchman is quoted as 

saying, “I will take a life. I don‟t have a problem with that.” Tuesday night, the complaint 

alleges, Lutchman went to the Hudson Avenue Wal-Mart in Rochester with an informant to buy 

supplies for his planned attach, including 2 black ski masks, zip ties, 2 knives, a machete, duct 

tape, ammonia and latex gloves. Federal authorities say they thwarted Lutchman‟s plan, arresting 

him just a day before the planned attack. The complaint also alleges Lutchman made a video 

recording on his cell phone. In that video, Lutchman swears to ISIS and its leader, Al-Baghdadi, 

claiming responsibility for the planned attack. Lutchman made an appearance in Federal court in 

Rochester this morning. His next court appearance is set for January 8
th

 at 11am. 

 

Economy – topics covered under this issue include: State budget, cost of living, poverty, job 

market, development projects and personal finances. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/3/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: An ongoing construction project in Geneseo is giving many business 

owners a headache. The project started in late July and was supposed to be completed at the end 



of the August. It started out as a water main break fix. But is has created roadblocks for business 

owners ever since. No one has perhaps understood that better than Renee Livingston. She owns 

Crickets Coffee Company on Main Street. It‟s difficult to make coffee, when at times she‟s been 

without water. Livingston said, “There‟s been a lot of broken pipes, water turned off 

unexpectedly, reinstated unexpectedly, which is a huge problem if we get any type of sediment 

or anything through the lines without any type of warning. The parking has been horrendous.” 

Now the project is expected to wrap up by mid-October. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/5/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: You could soon see advertising on city-owned property. City council will 

vote on a contract with Normal Communications to sell advertising on city buildings, such as 

parking garages, and parks and rec centers. Special events would also be targeted. Normal 

Communications also sells advertising for the airport. The idea is to bring in additional revenue 

to city coffers. The city will form an advertising committee to review the program. There‟s no 

estimate yet on how much money the city stands to earn from advertising. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/7/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: An empty lot is transforming into a major solar panel hub. With it, a 

promise of thousands of new jobs coming to the area. Governor Cuomo made the major 

announcement today. The site would be located in the town of Alabama, in Genesee County, just 

over 50 miles west of Rochester. There are still a lot of questions about what kind of jobs this 

new project will create. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/12/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Why do gas prices vary so much depending where you are in Monroe 

County? According to GasBuddy.com, regular unleaded costs about $2.06 a gallon at the 

Speedway in Henrietta. But a whopping 43 cents higher, $2.49 a gallon, at the Mobile on Island 

Cottage Road in Greece. Michael Francis is the vice president of Brighton Securities. He says 

it‟s determined by something called zone pricing, which is a secret formula made up by the U.S. 

oil industry. Geography, traffic patterns, population and the customer demographics all help set 

the price of gas at a particular station. For example, a gas station near a highway may charge 

more where the demand is high. And likewise, rural areas may be forced to keep prices lower. 

Experts say cheaper prices also stem from cheaper crude oil costs and a seasonal decline in 

driving. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/13/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: Rochester Business Alliance President and Chief Executive Officer Bob 

Duffy has been named chairman of the AIM Photonics Leadership Council. According to Duffy, 

he was appointed by the governor‟s office and SUNY Polytechnic. The leadership council, 

which is mandated by the department of defense will focus on the strategies and technical 

direction of the institute. Duffy is very enthusiastic about the new role. He said, “I‟m very 

confident in this position. I have no qualms at all about sharing and leading this effort and I look 



forward to working with what I would consider to be a superb group of professionals in this 

industry going forward.” The council will be made up of five members. No one else has been 

publically named yet. Duffy heads to Albany October 27
th

 to learn new details about the council 

and the institute. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/13/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: Poverty is a serious issue in the city of Rochester, one that has attracted 

national attention. Now the city is getting help from IBM to make a change. Rochester is one of 

16 cities to win a worldwide competition to participate in the IMB Smarter Cities Challenge. The 

city will work one on one with the execs to develop a plan to fight poverty and improve the lives 

of Rochesterians. Dr. Leonard Brock of the Rochester-Monroe County Anti-Poverty Initiative 

said, “We‟re very unique and fortunate in that we have the opportunity to work with IBM to 

address this and create a system that is more responsive not only to the needs of individuals but a 

system that will continue to move and drive the community needle.” Rochester‟s poverty rates 

are among the highest in the nation, with about half of the city‟s children living below the 

poverty line. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/15/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Optics are critical for photonics. Very simply, optics is the science of light. 

Photonics is using light to transmit information. So naturally when thousands in the optics field 

showed up to Rochester this week, the fact that a photonics institute is coming here was a topic 

of conversation. We asked those at the Society of Optics conference to use their vision and tell us 

how they think the institute will change our area. James Sydor of Sydor Optics said, “Optics is 

the ground floor for the photonics that Rochester is going to be the center of. All these 

researchers are going to be working on the new technology and Rochester is going to be involved 

with that. Hopefully with the manufacturing the things those universities are inventing.” That‟s 

where local optics companies come in. In many things photonics lean on optics products. And 

with a couple dozen optic companies already in the Rochester area, those companies would need 

more workers. And that means more training.  But MCC says it has those program, it now needs 

the interest. More students, more research, more jobs, all possible with the marriage of local 

optics companies and the federal Photonics Institute. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/17/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: If you‟re living it, you know firsthand, childcare isn‟t cheap. A recent 

study by the economic policy institute says the average cost of childcare is on the rise, costing 

some parents more than their monthly rent or mortgage payment. Sarah Spano is a single mother. 

She had to apply for Monroe County‟s childcare subsidies to help cover the cost of daycare for 

her four month old. Even with partial coverage, Spano says it‟s still expensive. Spano said, 

“There‟s still a significant gap as far as costs. Even for part-time, which is all that we‟re going 

for. So his part-time care was still over $1,000, which is $12,000 a year.” The co-director of 

Rochester Childfirst Network daycare says she can‟t pinpoint any one single reason for the rising 

costs, beyond an economy that has not yet bounced back from the recession. 

 



Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/19/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Kodak vacated its Riverwood Campus 15 years ago. Its changed hand 

several times since then and no one could make it work. Now, the Rainaldi family has taken 

over. These are the same people who developed the very successful Culver Road Armory. The 

Rainaldi‟s envision a 20 million dollar campus anchored by technology firms and some 

manufacturing. There are four buildings covering 350,000 square feet. The buildings were 

designed by noted architects of the 1960s. The developers were attracted by the steel and brick 

and glass. The site is 150 acres. There are also plans for a public park along the riverfront. 

Morgan and Christa plan to build townhouses for more than 600 RIT students on the site. That 

project is 47 million dollars. Both Riverwood Tech and the apartment complex projects are 

seeking tax breaks from the county. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/22/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: Rochester‟s budget director sat before an assembly committee today, to 

discuss areas where Rochester is struggling financially and could use assistance from the state 

board. Budget Director Christopher Wagner says the city‟s switch to a self-insured healthcare 

plan saved about 6.1 million over the last three years. Changing to LED streetlights would save 

$900,000 annually. But Wagner hopes the state financial restructuring board can help as they 

attempt to switch over their payroll and personnel system. The current system costs the city of 

Rochester about 6 million dollars annually, Rochester could see up to five million dollars in help 

from the board. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/24/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Governor Cuomo is giving one million dollars in grant funding to support 

new farmers entering into agribusiness. New farmers can use this grant money for up to half the 

cost of purchasing farm machinery, supplies and improvement of farm buildings. This helps the 

growth of nearly 20 farms across New York State. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/28/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Car sharing, a popular service in several states, is shaking things up in 

New York. Uber is pushing for a presence in upstate New York, specifically. The service uses an 

app to connect you with a ride. Here in Rochester, they have the support of local business leaders 

and legislators. Representatives from Uber say thousands of jobs could open up in the area if 

legislation is approved in Albany. The only part of the state the company is allowed to operate in 

is New York City. Uber wants to be allowed to operate upstate, but taxi drivers are trying to 

block any measures to allow ride-sharing apps. The president of the Committee for Taxi Safety 

says Uber‟s job creating claims are misleading. He released a statement saying “Uber‟s scheme 

to lure away full-time taxi drivers hurts small businesses.” 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/29/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 



Detailed Description: New recommendations are out about how Rochester can reduce poverty. 

The suggestions follow a three week long study by the IBM Smarter Cities team. According to 

the IBM experts, Rochester needs to change its poverty fighting approach by focusing on the 

individual and not the program. It‟s what they call a person centric model to reducing poverty. 

That‟s one of more than a dozen recommendations being made by the IBM Smarter Cities team. 

Why are they here? You‟ll recall Rochester was one of 16 cities worldwide chosen for the IBM 

Smarter Cities Challenge. The team has been in the area for the past three weeks. And they‟ve 

met with stakeholders and visited schools and organizations to come up with a suggested game 

plan. The team also says services here are fragmented. They believe there are gaps in certain 

services while others overlap. None of the recommendations would happen overnight. Certain 

steps could happen immediately, while others could take years. The mayor says she‟ll look over 

the plan in the coming weeks and make a decision how to proceed. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/30/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Four hundred people could be out of job soon. Kraft announced it may 

close its plant in Avon, Livingston County. This would be a huge blow to workers and the 

community. The plant makes Cool Whip and Lunchables. And we should note: it‟s the only 

Kraft plant nationwide that makes Cool Whip. More than 350 of the workers there belong to 

Teamsters Local 118. This is something most have been keeping an eye on since Kraft Foods 

merged with Heinz in July. Union reps remain optimistic for several reasons. One: Kraft is still 

investing in the operations line. It recently completed one capital improvement project and two 

others have already been approved. Union reps also say the plant has state of the art refrigeration 

storage which is important in the industry. Many in the area hope Kraft will see the good in this 

plant, too. Kraft has said it is expected to make a decision within the next week. But that doesn‟t 

mean the facility would close immediately. It has to give the union 90 days notice. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/3/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: The line was out the door at a job fair today held by the new medical 

marijuana company in town. Columbia Care received hundreds of applications at the fair that 

was held at its headquarters, the Eastman Business Park. The CEO of Columbia Care expects to 

hire between 30 and 50 employees by the end of this year. Most who submitted applications at 

today‟s job fair. More than 300 people attended the job fair all with hopes of working at one of 

the company‟s two facilities at the Eastman Business Park. Already, Columbia Care has hired a 

handful of Rochester people who are working to help roll out the facilities. Right now, the 

marijuana plants are being planted and grown. The plan, to harvest the plants, process and 

package them in December so they will be on Columbia Care shelves and in patients hands by 

January. Over the next few years, the company says hundreds of employees could be hired. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/4/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Thousands of Upstate New Yorkers will keep their jobs. Kraft Heinz will 

not close three plants in Upstate New York, thanks to a new partnership with the state. Governor 

Cuomo and Senator Chuck Schumer announced today operations will continue as usual at three 

plants, including the Avon plant that announced they may be closing last Friday. All employees 



will keep their jobs for at least the next five years. And Kraft Heinz has committed to expanding 

and adding jobs. 

 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/8/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Almost 30 organizations across New York State are banding together to 

fight a proposed minimum wage increase. Right now, minimum wage in New York is set at 

$8.75 an hour. That is already set to increase to 9 dollars an hour on December 31
st
. The 

proposed increase would bring minimum wage to 15 dollars an hour. Groups against the increase 

say it will impact small businesses and their employees. Last Wednesday, Unshackle Upstate and 

other like-minded groups protested the hike in Albany. So far, no state has mandated a fifteen 

dollar an hour minimum wage. But, according to Time magazine, some cities have put it in like 

Seattle, San Francisco, and LA. Some Unshackle Upstate members say the same move wouldn‟t 

work in rural New York. But then there are groups who have rallied for the increase, saying it‟s 

gradual and businesses can absorb the cost. The wage hike is still a proposal which means the 

volume of the debate will likely go up before any minimum wage employee‟s paychecks do. 

Governor Cuomo intends to introduce the wage bill in the state Legislature sometime next year. 

If it passes, it would slowly increase salaries to 15 dollars an hour statewide by 2021. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/9/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Drastic funding cuts could be coming to the Regional Transit Service. Last 

week, the House passed a bill that would slash funding to RTS by 24 percent over the next six 

years. It would mean a loss of about 1.6 billion dollars in funding across seven states. In 2014, 

the Rochester region received a 2.7 million dollar piece of that pie. For RTS that equals about 17 

million dollars in cuts over six years. Money that RTS is counting on to pay for 40 new buses. 

This is not a done deal. Senate and House representatives are expected to meet in the coming 

weeks to hash this out. No word though, on when we could expect to hear whether the funding 

will be restored. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/10/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description: A career fain in downtown Rochester wrapped up just a few hours ago. 

More than 60 companies were part of the event, which was at the Riverside Convention Center. 

Hundreds of job seekers took part. Many walked away with interviews already lined up. The 

Rochester Educational Opportunity Center hosted the event. News 8 was a proud sponsor. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/17/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: Constellation Brands, based in Victor, has acquired Ballast Point Brewing 

and Spirits. The one billion dollar deal means one of the fastest growing craft beer companies on 

the West Coast, is moving their leadership east. Ballast Point Brewery started almost twenty 

years ago in San Diego as a home brew operation. Constellation Brands is capitalizing on this 

deal to help them get into the craft beer market something they do not yet have in their portfolio. 



Constellation Brands already has a presence in the beer industry holding ownership of imports 

like Corona and Modelo Especial. Now they‟re looking to take it a step further with a craft brand 

like Ballast Point that‟s gaining popularity at a rapid rate. As for regional craft brewers, they 

don‟t think the buyout will affect their operations of the local level. Right now Constellation 

Brands does not have plans to expand or shift any operations to the East Coast. But CEO and 

President Rob Sands says they are open to the idea if the opportunity presents itself. “We would 

love to see if there‟s the establishment of any kind of facilities in the east, that Rochester be 

considered, or the Finger Lakes in general be considered for that.” The company is expecting to 

sell nearly four million cases this year. That is more than twice of what they sold last year. And 

Ballast Point says net sales for 2015 are nearing 115 million. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/27/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The malls are now closed, marking the end of another Black Friday. 

Earlier today, stores were packed. We went to Marketplace Mall in Henrietta to check out the 

crowds. The mall opened at 7am. Some stores even opened on Thanksgiving Day. Many 

shoppers told us they consider Black Friday a tradition. For those who want to stay home and 

shop in their pajamas, Cyber Monday is right around the corner. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 12/10/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Our region will be receiving five hundred million dollars from the state. 

It‟s part of Governor Cuomo‟s upstate revitalization initiative. Several regions applied for 

money. The Finger Lakes Region was one of the winners. This means the state will pass down 

one hundred million dollars to our area each year over five years. The regions initial proposal to 

the governor included plans to create jobs, reduce poverty, and increase investment from the 

private sector. Certain key sectors such as photonics and imaging, agriculture, and advanced 

manufacturing are where some of the funding is going to be allocated.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/10/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Muller Quaker Dairy in Batavia opened two years ago. It was a joint 

venture between Pepsi and the Muller Group, a German dairy company. The company makes 

yogurt and employed 200 people. It was promised millions worth of state aid and tax breaks 

when it was created. Thursday afternoon, the company announced they are shutting down. The 

bad news was quickly replaced by a promising announcement. A Pepsico spokesperson says 

they‟re selling the plant to another group, Dairy Farmers of America. Cuomo‟s office says it‟ll 

be working with the new owner to restart operations soon. Pepsico said it was selling because 

business didn‟t meet expectations. There‟s no word on how the closure and purchase of the 

company will affect employment. Or when the new company will start operation. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/11/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: A major expansion is in the works at Genesee Brewery. A project which 

could create 100 new jobs. North American Breweries announced today a five-year-plan to 

overhaul brewery operations on St. Paul Street. They have the funding in place to break ground 



in January on a new 120,000 square foot building. That will be the first phase of the project and 

it‟s going to house an advanced brewing system. A second phase will include expansion to the 

brew house and the museum inside it. Kris Sirchio, the CEO of North American Breweries said, 

“We have made a commitment that we will be investing to modernize our brewing capability 

here and that will be a private investment of up to 39 million dollars over the next four years. 

And we‟ll start in January with our first investment which will be 24 million dollars.” This 

project was a part of the regional economic council‟s proposal for the URI half –billion dollar 

award. In total, the project will cost around fifty million dollars. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 4pm Date: 12/14/15 

Time: 4pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Some homeowners in the city of Rochester are getting sticker shock. The 

city mailed out reassessment letters, it‟s a process the city goes through every four years. As a 

whole, city property values went up 4 percent. The neighborhood in the city where property 

values went up the most? Swillburg, where assessments went up 14 percent. Residents in the 

southeast neighborhood see this as good news, because it shows the area is doing well, and bad 

news because they have to pay more in taxes. The only neighborhood where property values 

went down, 14621, in Northeast Rochester. Values declined 2 percent. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/16/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: A first of its kind business is moving to the St. Paul Street of Rochester. 

It‟s called Split Batch Brewing Company. It‟s a coffee house meets brewery meets brunch spot. 

They won free rent for a year at their future thanks to a contest called Retailent Rochester. The 

contest was similar to the show Shark Tank. Split Batch hopes to open by 2016. It‟s part of a 

bigger project called Hive at 155. Developers plan to add other retail shops along the first floor 

and close to 90 1-bedroom and studio apartments on the upper floors. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/16/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: City officials are looking to revive the old ferry terminal at the Port of 

Rochester. They‟re looking for businesses, including restaurants and retail shops, to rent space in 

the terminal building. The mayor wants to make the Port of Rochester a destination place. She‟s 

calling it the Port of Opportunity, as she has plans to lease the Port of Rochester terminal 

building. This is all happening as the Port of Rochester marina project makes significant 

progress. Part of that progress, the marina basin is now full. The mayor announced a request for 

proposal today, hoping vendors are attracted to the terminal building and want to move in by 

next year. Also happening today, U.S. Senator Charles Schumer announced he secured 2.3 

million dollars from Army Corp of Engineers to dredge the port. The port terminal building was 

constructed in 2003 to support ferry operations at the Port of Rochester. That since has been 

discontinued. The mayor says those who lease space in the 30,950 square foot facility are 

contributing to thousands of construction jobs and 300 permanent jobs. Those who are interested 

in leasing have until 3pm on January 29
 
to submit your proposal. Late submissions will not be 

accepted. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/17/15 



Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Senate Democratic policy group released a new report with over 40 

recommendations that all have legislation attached to them to help grow upstate jobs. The report 

comes after looking at department of labor data from 2010-2014 that showed while New York 

state witnessed steady job growth, the southern tier, Mohawk Valley, Central New York and 

North Country all experienced declines over that same time frame. Senator Dan Squadron says 

the problem isn‟t a lack of investment in New York infrastructure. He said, “Those funds often 

get raided for just closing a budget gap one year or someone‟s pork project as opposed to the 

dedicated long-term funding they‟re supposed to go for.” The senator wants to create an actual 

infrastructure bank with roughly 250 million from money owed to the state and have a board of 

directors that can monitor areas that need the money most. Squadron says upstate needs to keep 

young professionals in upstate. The report wants to increase job training and technology 

education. And the policy group chair says New York needs to create or redirect various training 

programs across upstate. “We‟re talking about summer youth employment, we‟re talking about a 

green jobs corps, and arts corps, these are things happening in other states. In some cases they‟re 

even happening in parts of New York State, but they‟re not necessarily happening in the places 

we most need them, where communities can both benefit.” The senator hopes the Republicans in 

the majority will work with them on the over 40 initiatives instead of playing politics. We are 

still waiting for a response from Senate Republicans. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/21/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Starting next week tipped workers making minimum wage are getting a 

guaranteed raise. And local restaurant owners say the cost will trickle down to their customers. 

On December 31
st
, the state minimum wage jumps to $7.50 an hour for tipped restaurant and bar 

workers. Jines Restaurant owner Peter Gines says, with tips, his servers already make between 

20 and 25 dollars an hour. Gines says they will have to look at raising menu prices or removing 

items entirely to cover the cost. The minimum wage increase for tipped workers has already 

changed the game for restaurants in New York City. Some of them are doing away with tips in 

general, and paying their workers a much bigger hourly rate. 

 

Education – topics covered under this issue include: How to improve student performance in 

schools, school success stories and what programs are available to the public to further their 

education. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/2/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: A former New York State Education Commissioner is about to get a huge 

promotion. John King was named U.S. Department of Education Secretary. He replaces Arne 

Duncan. King was most recently Duncan‟s deputy. King left New York late last year. He was in 

charge of the controversial rollout of the Common Core standards in New York. The governor 

last month ordered a review of the standards and the tests. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 10/6/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 



Detailed Description: This week‟s Golden Apple Award winner is Mr. Wahl of Barker Road 

Middle School in Pittsford. Keenan Griebel nominated Mr. Wahl. Mr. Wahl is a bit of everything 

– music teacher, musical director, cross country coach and gets in early to run the morning 

student newscast. 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 10/13/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: This week‟s Golden Apple Award winner is Amy Brotherton of LeRoy 

Jr/Sr High School. Ally Uberty nominated Mrs. Brotherton for being a great English teacher and 

being like a second mother to her.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/16/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description: An historic day at St. John Fisher College. Its seventh president was 

inaugurated. It was a packed house to watch Dr. Gerard Rooney officially become leader of the 

college. He told students that they are always welcome to talk to him. He also shared advice 

about making the most out of college. Dr. Rooney replaced Dr. Donald Bain, who retired earlier 

this year. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/18/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: The numbers tonight show would-be teachers are giving the profession a 

failing grade. Enrollment at local teaching colleges is plummeting, and the drop shows no sign of 

slowing. Across the country teacher preparation enrollment is down significantly. But in New 

York State, the profession is losing potential teachers at an alarming rate. In 2008, according to 

the U.S. Department of Education, more than 74,000 people were enrolled in teaching colleges 

and other programs in New York State. In 2012, that dropped to a little more than 61,000. 

Education professional say it‟s even worse in 2015. Jack Casement, an adjunct professor at 

Brockport said the ED TPA requirement that began in 2013, started the decline. The ED-TPA, or 

teacher performance assessment. That became the eighth certification education majors are 

required to pass. Casement says the school of education at SUNY schools has seen a 50 percent 

decline in enrollment. On top of the increased number of certifications, add high stakes testing, 

including Common Core, and low starting salaries and the result is the erosion of teaching as a 

stable career. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/19/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: The state education commissioner made a stop in Rochester today, and 

talked about fixing the Common Care curriculum. Mary Ellen Elia attended the School 

Administrators Association of New York State conference. She says an online Common Core 

survey will be released launched a task force to review Common Core. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/22/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40 



Detailed Description: Emphasizing the positive today in the Rochester City School District. The 

district acknowledged more than 15,000 students who have perfect attendance so far this year. 

That‟s about 53% of city school students who are attending school every day. It‟s a twist on the 

more familiar attendance blitz, where RCSD Superintendent Bolgen Vargas and community 

volunteers visit the homes of chronically absent students. Today, they also visited those who are 

showing up! Vargas said, “It is important to recognize the families and the students that are 

doing the right thing by making sure that their children are coming to school every day.” 250 

families in grades K through 3 will receive a four-pack of tickets to the Ringling Brothers and 

Barnum and Bailey Circus as a reward. The circus comes to town October 28
th

. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/22/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: High-achieving city school students were honored tonight in honor of 

Hispanic Heritage Month. The Rochester Board of Education recognized both Hispanic scholars 

and prominent individuals in the Rochester community. These students earned a grade point 

average of at least 4.0 over the last year. Student Ana Belliait says what motivates her to succeed 

is, “my family. I want to go to college and have a better life.” Alexander Cruz of Monroe High 

School said, “It‟s exciting. It‟s exciting to know that we‟re being recognized for all of the work 

that we do.” Over 20 students were honored, as well as five others for their commitment to 

leadership, volunteer and community service.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/24/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: In light of numerous school shootings nationwide, one local school district 

is enhancing their security system, implementing an “online” rapid response system. The 

Caledonia-Mumford School District is the first district locally to put the program in place. The 

online Rapid Response System can enable anyone from school administrators to police officers 

to set up a perimeter if a bomb threat or active shooter situation should happen, at the click of a 

button. The Rapid Response also includes aerial views of the school district, hazardous material 

locations, down to the square footage of every room. Superintendent Robert Molisani expects to 

have security cameras installed that project a live feed, by summer 2016. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/26/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Longer school days and an extended school year for the same pay. That‟s 

what the Rochester Teachers Association says the Rochester City School District is proposing 

for all teachers. But that isn‟t the only reason why RTA says it has halted negotiations. 

According to the RTA, it‟s been trying to reach a deal for the last six months, but Rochester City 

School District officials have repeatedly postponed or canceled negotiation meetings. According 

to Rochester Teachers Union President, Adam Urbanski, the union proposes: School safety 

improvements, increase needed services for students, smaller class sizes, school day length 

clarification, give all teachers unencumbered preparation time. While the district is proposing an 

extended school year without compensation, seven hour work days, increased class sizes in 

music and arts, reduced bereavement leave, and reduced health benefits. Urbanski says this is the 

first time the two sides haven‟t been able to reach an agreement in years. Urbanski said, “You 

have to have a safe and orderly learning environment. If you don‟t, nobody can learn in an 



atmosphere of danger or fear.” Dawn Hohmann, and RCSD educator said, “It would be rally 

difficult for me to leave because I don‟t want to leave them. I feel like I‟m making a difference, a 

positive difference in a child‟s life.” According to a district spokesman, it is still negotiating 

under good faith. The union is asking the Public Employment Relations Board to step in and 

help. There‟s no word when this could all be sorted out. 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/27/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: The vote is in. The Rochester City School Board voted unanimously 

tonight at accept Superintendent Bolgen Vargas‟ resignation. Vargas will resign effective 

December 31
st
. He said he couldn‟t be an effective short-term leader. But Vargas is staying on 

the payroll through June 30
th

, working part-time as a consultant. But collecting his full $195,000 

a year salary. Meantime, the district will pay an interim leader, Dan Lowengard, $175,000 a 

year. He‟s, most recently superintendent of Syracuse schools and a consultant to the Rochester 

district. School board president Van White said the board isn‟t buying Vargas out and implied 

taxpayers are getting off easy. Vargas‟ relationship with the board deteriorated after he filed a 

lawsuit over the board stripping him of some powers. Rochester Mayor Lovely Warren released 

a statement saying, “It would have been more appropriate to announce that the superintendent 

was leaving at the end of his term and allow him to serve until a permanent replacement is hired. 

A mid-year shift could be detrimental to the very children that the school district needs to foster 

and protect.” 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/28/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Questions remain about the Rochester City School superintendent‟s 

resignation deal. Yesterday, Dr. Bolgen Vargas announced he was stepping down in December 

but will remain with the district through the end of his contract as a consultant. Dan Lowengard 

will act as interim superintendent beginning January 1
st
. Adam Urbanski is president of the 

Rochester Teachers Association. He says this decision will no doubt delay ongoing teacher 

contract negotiations. The district will need to begin the search for a permanent replacement. 

There‟s no word on how long that process will take. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/2/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: Close to one thousand students came out to a college fair today at the 

Rochester Riverside Convention Center. The event is part of the “Empower Me Tour.” It stops at 

cities across the country to show students the opportunities available at historically black 

colleges. Today, some students were accepted to various colleges right on the spot, while other 

students were able to receive scholarships. Student Ariel Hicks said, “It‟s pretty inspiring and 

very important, like I said a lot of people don‟t know about these colleges so they have a lot of 

history and you can learn a lot from them learning from their past.” This is the second year the 

“Empower Me Tour” has come to Rochester. The UNCF says it helps 60,000 students each year, 

attend college. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/3/15 



Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: This week‟s Golden Apple Award winner is Nicole Calzi. She‟s a science 

teacher at Rush-Henrietta. Romeo Yotat nominated his teacher. He said Ms. Calzi‟s energy is 

infectious. She always makes class fun and always has a smile on her face. 

 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/6/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: Some kids had a very special lesson in the classroom today at All City 

High. Motown is getting ready to open up next week here in Rochester. The theater team took to 

the classroom to teach a lesson about the show. The kids learned how the record business 

changed in the 1960‟s through Motown Records. Motown the Musical will be opening next 

Tuesday at the Auditorium Theatre on East Main Street. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 11/10/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: This week‟s Golden Apple winner is Lindsay Phillips. The students at 

Eastridge High School love her. And many of the graduates are grateful for her because besides 

teaching, she helps students find the right college for them and apply for it. Mrs. Phillips was 

nominated by her fellow teacher Elena Petsos. Elena wanted everyone to know how hard she 

works and they admire the strength she comes into the building with.  Lindsay said, ”I think 

education is everyone‟s opportunity for something great and when they (students) come back 5, 

6 or 10 years later, which I‟ve had them do and show me their success, I love it and I‟m really 

happy right now.” If you‟d like to nominate a teacher you can go to RochesterFirst.com. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/17/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 

Detailed Description: Thousands of tech based jobs are expected to come to the Rochester area 

within the next couple of years. A thousand of them are expected to be at 1366, a solar company 

starting a manufacturing plant in Alabama in Genesee County. Genesee Community College 

says they‟re going to prepare workers for those jobs. GCC is creating a new degree that should 

give students a leg up. The school will offer an associate‟s degree in nanotechnology. Earlier this 

year Governor Andrew Cuomo visited the school to announce the first company moving to the 

stamp facility in Alabama, New York. 1366 Technologies, a solar panel manufacturing company 

is expected to bring a thousand job opportunities to the area. Professors at GCC say a 

nanotechnology degree and its application in laboratories, is a step in the right direction to 

obtaining one of those new jobs. Karen Huffman of GCC said, “There‟s a huge need for 

technicians, people who just know the basic skills and can go into a laboratory with the basic 

skills, maybe sharpen up for specific things with the company. Courses for three semesters of the 

degree will take place at GCC the final semester of classes will be at Erie Community College. 

The ground breaking for 1366 Technologies is schedules for some time in the spring of 2016.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/20/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 



Detailed Description: Students at the University of Rochester held a protest today, calling for 

more diversity on campus. They feel issues facing minority students are not being addressed by 

administrators. Students form all backgrounds took part in the protest. U of R Sophomore Devin 

Moody said, “It‟s not just black students here, it‟s Hispanic students, white students, they all 

recognize there is a need for justice on campus, through a list of demands we‟ve put together to 

really highlight what will make the college experience here at the University of Rochester equal 

for all students.” Protesters at the U of R also standing in solidarity with demonstrators at the 

University of Missouri and other colleges across the country. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/23/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Tonight, Joel Seligman, president of the U of R, is responding to a protest 

over racism and hate speech. The protest took place last Friday and it included a list of demands. 

Protesters say the school needs to do a better job addressing minority needs on campus. Seligman 

said, “We‟re going to take a hard look at them, through a commission that will take evidence, 

listen to all in the community but they have raised serious issues and they deserve 

consideration.” In response, Seligman created a commission on racial relations. The commission 

will conduct town halls on campus and determine which programs and policies have helped race 

relations, and which have hurt them. The commission will also look at Yik Yak. It‟s an app 

students use on their phone that can sometimes be used to spread hate speech. Students have 

received racially charged threats on the anonymous site over the past year. Seligman said, “Like 

many campuses right now, we‟re exploring if Yik Yak doesn‟t comply with our issues subpoenas 

if hate speech continues through Yik Yak what are our options and I have asked the commission 

on race and diversity to consider one of them and indeed they will look at all of them.” The 

student protest comes amid similar ones across the country, most notably the University of 

Missouri. The subject of race won‟t go away. For now, the U of R is listening. The student group 

that helped organize Friday‟s protest chose not to address Seligman‟s plans. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/24/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: This week‟s Golden Apple winner is Erin Hagreen, a middle school 

English teacher at East Rochester. Her principal said, “Erin is just one of those teachers who 

loves the kids, loves middle school and she doesn‟t just each English, she teaches them to work 

together.”  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/24/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Should police officers continue to be assigned to Rochester City Schools? 

The district pays the city of Rochester one million dollars a year for 12 school resource officers. 

But the contract with the city is now up. The school board wants to ensure officers are not 

arresting students over minor disciplinary matters. Data shows a lot of progress, the number of 

arrests in schools dropped 90 percent over the last six years. The school board is expected to 

decide on the contract next month. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 11/24/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 



Detailed Description: Jodi Philipps is this week‟s recipient of the Golden Apple Award. Salah 

Benchaabane nominated Mrs. Philipps. She said, “She‟s a really nice teacher, but she can get 

strict but only on the times she really needs to.” Mrs. Philipps is a teacher not afraid to take on 

fifth grade year after year. We asked Mrs. Philipps how she got into teaching. She said, “It‟s an 

interesting story. I was not a great student and 5
th

 grade was my worst year in school so I told my 

5
th

 grade teacher actually I was going to replace her and I did. It‟s not a common story, but it‟s 

true.”  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 12/8/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 

Detailed Description: When we received a half dozen nominations for Shelly Thompson, Adam 

thought, I know that name. Then it hit him. She did the choreography for show choir and 

musicals in Pittsford when he was in high school. He had no idea she‟s also been teaching 

German in Marion for decades. She does show choir and musical there as well. Few teachers 

possess her energy and dedication. This is why Shelly Thompson is receiving the Golden Apple 

Award. Ian Davis and Ivory Saalfrank nominated Mrs. Thompson. Mrs. Thompson says she 

loves her job. She loves teaching German and taking kids to Germany and she loves doing 

choreography. Head to RochesterFirst.com to nominate a teacher. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5am Date: 12/10/15 

Time: 5am Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: 98 percent of school districts in New York State have full-day 

kindergarten. Pittsford -- does not. Michael Pero, the superintendent of the Pittsford School 

District told the community last night why it's important to get on board with full-day. He cited a 

district-conducted study, which he says shows greater improvement in reading and academic 

performance-- for kids in full day kindergarten compared to half-day. Pero said, “the benefits are 

students are allotted much more time and our teachers much more freedom to pace the 

curriculum to provide multiple opportunities for students to be engaged in other special area 

subjects to be more involved in art music, phys ed.”Pero says the initial cost to go from half-day 

to full-day would about two million dollars. About two hundred dollars for an average 

homeowner. He says costs will go down after the first year. The district now plans to post a 

survey in February for all Pittsford residents. If most residents are support full day kindergarten-- 

the district will ask the school board in June to implement it. The full day kindergarten would not 

start until the 2017-2018 school year. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/10/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: It looks like major changes could be coming in the state‟s Common Core 

standards. The governor‟s task force on Common Core released its reports today. The governor 

convened the panel after years of controversy about the curriculum and state tests. The task 

force‟s suggestions include: establishing new standards with input from school districts. 

Significantly reducing testing and making early grade curriculum more age appropriate. The task 

force also recommended that the state stop using tests to evaluate teachers, until the Common 

Care standards are updated and fully phased in. That won‟t be until 2019. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/14/15 



Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Today, the state Board of Regents approved a recommendation, that 

Common Core test results will not be used to evaluate student or teacher performance, until 

reforms are made. Traveling the state for months, Commissioner MaryEllen Elia says the 

concern was clear. Teacher evaluation plans were being implemented too quickly. Today, 

teachers and principals can breathe easier. An emergency regulation now in place means a 

teacher can‟t get suspended or given a pink slip for scores and ratings related 3-8 English 

Language Arts or math assessments. The scores won‟t be considered as part of their evaluation 

until the 2019-2020 school year. Decisions including tenure, improvement plans and evaluations 

will come from other objectives set by each district, most of which are already in place and it 

doesn‟t require a move by the legislature. 60 days has to be given for any public comment or 

changes, then the regulation will look to become permanent at February‟s Regent meeting. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/19/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: It‟s called a Hyper-loop and it could be the future of transportation. Tech 

giant Elon Musk came up with the idea. And now he‟s looking for help getting it off the ground. 

RIT mechanical engineering sophomore Willow Baker jumped at the opportunity when it came 

about this summer. Fascinated by the idea she and her classmates could develop new ideas for 

tech that doesn‟t exist yet. Baker and her team are specifically looking at the pod‟s 

aerodynamics. Another team from RIT is designing a new sub-system for the concept. For the 

next step, Space X plans to build a test rack in California in 2016, where they will use prototypes 

with real people inside. The students will be heading to Texas A&M to present their work on 

January 29
th

 and 30
th

. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/20/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: A local Bishop Kearney graduate who is currently playing football for 

Rutgers University came back to his high school today, to empower other students to succeed. 

Quentin Gause graduated from Kearney in 2011. During his time there, he participated in after 

school programs and several community activities, including volunteering at the Boys and Girls 

Club, Special Olympics, and Embrace Kids Foundation. He says he wants to inspire others the 

way athletes he admired inspired him. Gause received a scholarship to play at Rutgers. Right 

now he is currently in his senior year at the school, where he majors in journalism and media 

studies. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 12/22/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: This week the Golden Apple Award goes to a special education teacher in 

the Greece Central School District. Sue Maddamma started working with special needs students 

many years ago as a speech therapist. Her work with students on the autism spectrum started ten 

years ago. Some students wrote in and were so impressed with what Mrs. Maddamma does for 

everyone in the school district. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/22/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 



Detailed Description: The Rochester City School District is in the process of a massive 

expansion of its pre-school program. The state gave the district millions of dollars to add 1100 

pre-school seats for three year olds. The grant was announced in September. The district was 

only able to get about half those seats ready for January. There were issues finding enough space 

both at district schools and outside providers. The school district also had to do some hiring for 

the school programs and buy furniture, curriculum for the classrooms and train staff. Another 

challenge was getting the word out to parents. There are still about 20 seats left. Enrollment 

begins for the fall pre-k session on January 9
th

. 

 

Environment – topics covered under this issue include: Plans for sustainability and recycling 

ideas. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 10/1/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: The Seneca Park Zoo is hosting two “green” events this weekend. The goal 

is to teach the public about sustainability and to help people protect the environment at home. 

The Genesee River is a big area of focus at the Seneca Park Zoo. This weekend, zoo visitors will 

get a chance to learn more about the river and animals like the river otters that live in it. The zoo 

has been working with many governments agencies to help restore the health of the river. 

They‟ve re-introduced Lake Sturgeon and have helped increase awareness about Bald Eagles. In 

addition to the Conservation Day, visitors to the zoo this weekend can also take part in a recycle 

rally. Pamela Reed Sanchez, Zoo Society executive director said, “We do several recycling 

rallies here a year as part of teaching people how to live sustainably. We will take your old 

computers, take your old laptops, we will take your old TV sets huge things don‟t know what to 

do with anymore.” It‟s all part of the Zoo‟s mission to protect the planet for both animals and 

people. Sanchez said, “That might mean being more cognizant of recycling at home. Turning 

lights off. All of those little things that we can do individually. Collectively they add up to make 

a difference.” Both events are happening at the Zoo this weekend. Saturday is the Genesee Trail 

Day. It runs from 10-4 and Sunday is the Go Green Recycle Rally from 10-4. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 10/8/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: We all know that eating local is green, but Rochester‟s Public Market is 

taking its commitment to the environment a step further. From the solar panels on the roof, to the 

brick pavers on the ground. There are lots of features that make Rochester‟s Public Market 

green. Public Market Director James Farr said, “We‟re trying to get as close as we can to a zero 

waste market. We‟re making progress. Over the last 10 years we‟ve reduced our total refuse 

charges by about 50,000 dollars a year, so it‟s pretty substantial.” All of the cardboard here is 

recycled. And the solar panels are providing about 30% of the power used in the outdoor sheds 

and market office building. Even a new rain garden near the parking lot is helping to filter water. 

The market is also trying to help educate the public about the environment. On Saturday 

mornings, different environmental groups set up tables here to educate the public. It‟s called 

Nature at the Market. Farr said, “We want to try to make this a demonstration site where people 

can learn what they can do – fairly simple things – to help reduce waste in our environment.” 

The change to connect with local farmers is a big draw for some. Farr said, “Every time you shop 



at any farmer‟s market you are helping to reduce our carbon footprint because food doesn‟t have 

to travel as far. You don‟t have the packaging and all the other things that are involved.” 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/13/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Kathy Turiano is the owner of Joe Bean. Turiano and her team are 

transforming a defunct fire lane, into public green space, raised seating, bike parking, and art and 

raised bed planters for herbs and vegetables. It will stretch 8 feet wide and 100 feet long. The 

parklet is being designed by the local design company –Staach. But first, it had to be approved 

by the city of Rochester‟s engineering department, who are already drafting a policy so other 

businesses can follow suit. Jim McIntosh, the city‟s engineer says he thinks it can also work 

outside the city, in the suburbs around the Western New York region. They all agree, this will set 

a precedent. Joe Bean is sponsoring the project that is expected to cost between 15 and 20,000 

dollars. They are trying to raise money on a Kickstarter campaign. The parklet is expected to be 

complete by the spring of next year. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 10/15/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Efforts are underway to get rid of an invasive plant that has targeted a pond 

in our area. Hydrilla has been found at Tinker Park in Henrietta. Hydrilla is a plant that forms a 

thick mat near the surface of the water. It can drastically alter the ecosystem of a pond and lead 

to all sorts of environmental problems. No one knows exactly how the plant got here. It may 

have been dumped from an aquarium or a bird could have carried the seeds. Hydrilla can survive 

a Rochester winter, but the hope is it will be long gone before that. Hillary Mosher, the 

coordinator of the Finger Lakes Prism, said, “For this infestation triploid grass carp which will 

eat the Hydrilla hopefully reducing their numbers. And we will also put down benthic mats 

hopefully reducing the risk of waterfowl carrying it to another location across NY State.” It‟s an 

approach that is environmentally friendly. The town is hoping to find some grants to cover the 

costs. But believes they caught the problem early. A public workshop is being held on 

Wednesday, if you‟d like to learn more about Hydrilla. It‟s from 10-2 at the Tinker Nature Park 

on Calkins Road in Henrietta.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 10/21/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description: Discussing topics like transportation, mobility and sustainable design. 

There subjects were being discussed at the Greentopia Summit today. Nearly 20 speakers from 

across the U.S. and Canada were here in Rochester to comment on the topic of this year‟s 

summit, creating cities of the future. Co-Founder of Greentopia Michael Philipson said, “Green 

districts can create wealth and energy and a great place for the city and its citizens is really 

something that is kind of new and that is what we are hoping to do here – show how these green 

districts can bring our district into the 21
st
 century.” Greentopia members would like to see New 

York‟s first Eco District created in Rochester. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 10/22/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 



Detailed Description: Students at Hobart and William Smith Colleges are leaning about 

sustainable food, while helping the needy. This is Food Week at Hobart and William Smith 

Colleges. It's a chance to celebrate local, healthy and sustainable food. Part of that is students 

serving up locally-grown greens at the First United Methodist Church in Geneva. The greens, as 

part of the Greens Growing Project, are grown on the farm by students. It's really an opportunity 

for students to see "from seed to table" how they can experience our local food system, on 

campus and off, through service at the lunch program. 

 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 11/5/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: If anyone knows how powerful the sun can be, it‟s the owners of local 

vineyards. Over the summer, Fox Run Vineyards installed a 150 kilowatt system. That‟s enough 

to power 23 homes, but here it will be put to use making 15,000 cases of wine. Ruth Osborn of 

Fox Run said, “It will be enough power to actually run our production facility, our tasting room, 

actually our house that is on the property as well and we‟ll have a little extra.” A combination of 

factors led the owners of this vineyard to make the switch now. Osborn said, “We had been 

thinking about getting solar panels for a number of years and they finally became affordable. 

This year the prices went down, tax incentives were offered federally and statewide so it was just 

a natural for us.” There are now close to 20 Finger Lakes wineries using solar power.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/12/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:15 

Detailed Description: Solar energy is hot. Yes, it still takes an investment, but more and more 

people are putting up panels. Many utility companies publicly support solar, but energy experts 

say this trend is threatening the current business model. In response, some utilities are 

considering a move that solar supporters see as a disincentive. You might think every home, 

every building and every farm that goes solar goes off the grid, meaning it no longer needs the 

poles and the wires for power. Not true. Susan Spencer with a local pro-solar group called 

Rocspot explains why. Spencer said, “The grid serves as a giant battery that people with solar 

electricity are able to store their electricity in when they don‟t need it and take it out when they 

do.” Because solar customers are credited for electricity they put in, many don‟t pay a dime for 

the electricity they take out. Some utility companies that run the grid don‟t like that. They think 

solar customers are not paying their fair share. And some are now considering slapping solar 

customers with a fee. RG&E is one of them. That‟s what an RG&E spokesperson told us. 

Spencer calls a fee unreasonable. Spencer said, “Every RG&E customer already does pay a fee. 

We pay for delivery charges. They‟re right on your bill, they‟re itemized, and even when you 

have solar you continue to pay those charges.” As more people install panels, not only does 

revenue become a concern, they entire model utility companies currently used to distribute 

energy is called into question. REV, which stands for Reforming the Energy Vision, is Governor 

Cuomo‟s plan to bring more renewable energy into New York State. David Sandbank is the 

director of NY Sun, a part of REV. He says through REV the state is acting as a facilitator, 

gathering ideas that can help re-work the system to accommodate more renewable energy. Right 

now it‟s asking utility companies to submit innovative and testable projects. RG&E has pitched a 

couple. Richard Meier of RG&E said, “We‟re going to work with solar contractors and with 



customers and kind of introduce them to each other so we can get more solar power onto the 

grid.” The hope is ideas like this will also protect solar customers. Sandbank said, “When we 

have this new energy platform it‟s going to be more of an opportunity to gain revenue and I don‟t 

think a fee will be necessary.” What will be necessary is change.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 11/19/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Hobart and William Smith colleges in Geneva are making a major 

commitment to the environment. From the dining halls to the dumpsters, Hobart and William 

Smith colleges are looking at ways to lessen the schools impact on the environment. The school 

composts about 200,000 pounds of food a year and the new soil that comes from it is put to use 

growing new vegetables on the schools farm. Sustainability Manager Adam Maurer said, 

“Composting is really important on campus because food waste is obviously a huge concern here 

in the Finger Lakes region because most of our food waste goes to the landfill which creates 

greenhouse gas emissions. Specifically methane.” The school is right now putting the finishing 

touches on its first ever lead certified building. It‟s a new performing arts center with many green 

features. The students here are also encouraged to think green. The eco-rep program allows 

students to team up and come up with ways for the school to improve its carbon footprint. 

Students have encouraged each other to conserve water, plastic bags, and use reusable water 

bottles. Small steps that combined can make a big difference.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/30/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Two RIT professors are taking a keen interest in the climate talks in Paris. 

One of them, on a panel, advising the world leaders there. Nabil Nasr is part of a panel that is at 

the Paris Climate Summit. Nasr is still here, but his panel is educating the world leaders on 

topics such as climate change and resource efficiency. Nabil Nasr is a member of the 

International Recourse panel, which is part of the United Nations environment program. He also 

happens to be the director of Golisano Institute for Sustainability at RIT. Nasr said, “Our focus is 

on recourse consumption and production because consumption and production is largest 

contributor to challenges we see on climate change perspective.” Nasr‟s group travels worldwide 

helping businesses and organizations with their environmental and sustainability options. 

Options Enid Cardinal knows very well. She is the senior sustainability advisor to the president 

at RIT, responsible for all things sustainability on campus. Every day she works to fulfill the 

university‟s “Climate Commitment” which includes complete carbon neutrality by 2030. She 

hopes the world leaders decide on a binding commitment, with ramifications. Cardinal said, “If a 

commitment is made at a global level all the sudden that price on carbon starts to make the true 

cost of our fuel choices and actions a little bit transparent to us.” RIT is a leader in sustainability 

for universities worldwide. Already, the college has made initiatives in energy conservation. 

They have consolidated their heating and cooling system, increased their solar energy with 

panels all over campus, they have multiple electric vehicle charging stations and they have 

enhanced bicycle infrastructure.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/3/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 



Detailed Description: A company focused on the environment has opened its doors in the 

Ontario County town of Manchester. Greenrenewable Inc. takes yard waste and turns it into 

mulch and other garden products. It‟s a place where organic waste, is big business. 

Greenrenewable Inc. makes 52 different types of mulch and potting soil. With nearly 30 

employees, the facility can produce 24,000 bags a day. Greenrenewable has three other locations 

all based in Albany. An old facility in Manchester allowed them to expand to Western New 

York. Before Greenrenewable moved in, the old concrete manufacturing building had been 

vacant for seven years. They were able to renovate what was here and modify it for their 

purposes. Besides bagged mulch, the company also makes an organic line of products and 

playground mulch, which has high standards and is tested for its “bounce” factor. Much of their 

raw materials come from towns and other local governments that have to find a way to get rid of 

debris. Taking a natural resource and returning it to where it belongs. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 12/10/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 

Detailed Description: A group in Wayne County is recycling hundreds of thousands of toys. 

They call themselves the Green Angels. All year long they collect gently used toys and clothes. 

Saving them from the landfill and making the holidays special for those in need. Bill and Mary 

Doyle are the Green Angels creators and they‟ve recruited hundreds of volunteers, including lots 

of kids, to help. Families line up the morning of the giveaway and each are allowed to take a bag 

full of items, plus a larger item. This year‟s freecycle event was held last weekend, but their 

efforts continue year-round. Bill said, “We collect these items and deliver them for free to 

families in Wayne County every week.” Many of the people they are helping return the favor, by 

volunteering. The ultimate way to show appreciation for the Green Angels generosity. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 12/16/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: A first-of-its kind recycling center is open in Rochester. Roc Recycles held 

a ribbon cutting ceremony today. It is located on Smith Street. Roc Recycles is the first place in 

the city where people can go and drop off recyclables. They take everything from bottles to 

cardboard to electronics. The owners says response has been great since the center opened last 

month. Owner Elliot Fischer said, “We planned on only doing 50,000 bottles and cans. We did 

100,000. We‟ve already 3 or 4 tons of cardboard and paper and another 2 tons of electronics 

come through. It‟s been surprisingly unbelievable.” Roc Recycles hopes to connect with schools 

and encourage students to recycle. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 12/17/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 

Detailed Description: Some students at MCC are learning how to make homes more energy 

efficient. And they‟re doing it inside a real house-constructed on campus. It‟s all part of the 

weatherization and energy efficiency lab at MCC. Kevin French is the department‟s chair and 

says many of the students that graduate the program have multiple job offers. The industry is 

trying to keep up with the demand for more energy efficient homes. The house on campus was 

completed in 2013 and some grants from NYSERDA helped pay for it. Since that time, more 

than 290 students have trained here. French said, “Some of these students will find their way into 

the alternative energies market as part of the program here. So we train them on how to properly 



place the collectors, how to mount them, and how to integrate all of those systems into a working 

system.” Working towards a more efficient future. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 12/24/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: The Fast Forward Film Festival will once again be happening in Rochester 

this spring. Now in its second year, the event aims to draw attention to local environmental 

issues with short films. Aspiring filmmaker Kristen Smith is working on her scripts. She‟s 

putting together a short film for this year‟s Fast Forward Film Festival. Smith said, “After the 

film festival last year I was so inspired by all the films that I saw, and so humbled that people got 

to see mine. It was just such a cool experience I really wanted to make another film and it‟s so 

fun making films with my sister.” Her film last year about solar energy won runner up for most 

unique perspective. As a senior at Mercy High School, she is part of a growing category of 

young filmmakers. Andrew Stern, the founder of the Fast Forward Film Festival, said, “The short 

format, the five minute format I think it makes it accessible, less daunting for a first time young 

filmmaker to make a film for submission and some of them can be brilliant, which they were.” 

Films entered in this festival must be five minutes or less, must reference the environment, and 

must be made by local people. The festival runs April 21 and the 23. Last year they had 100 

entries, but this year they‟re hoping for more. Stern said, “One of the strategies with making 

films is to engage filmmakers with environmental issues and engage us, the audience, so maybe 

we walk out of the theatre, knowing more, feeling more, connected more and uncomfortable, 

because it is uncomfortable.” Smith is proof that this effort is having an impact. After seeing last 

year‟s films, she is now shedding light on another environmental issue: water conservation. She 

plans to begin shooting her film this week. Smith said, “I think it gives unique perspectives and 

very cool to see the creative says that people bring about the awareness to these issues.” The 

deadline for submissions in the festival is February 8
th

. For more information head to 

Rochesterfirst.com. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/30/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Local non-profit Greentopia has been looking to revive the High Falls 

district for nearly five years. Two years ago its first project got underway. Now it‟s just days 

away from being finished. The first phase is a revamped raceway, or mini-canal, along Brown‟s 

Race called Flour-Garden. It‟s split into two sections, each nearly 300 feet long. One is a water 

channel with seven fountains at the end. Plants and trees line the other. Greentopia‟s founders 

say it‟ll create new opportunities for their envisioned eco-district. Michael Philipson, the CCO 

and co-founder of Greentopia, said, “A way to sort of really start the ball rolling on the many 

projects we‟d like to see accomplished here and really returning High Falls to a vibrant sort of 

position in Downtown Rochester.” The million dollar Flour-Garden Project will have a soft 

opening in January. A grand opening will take place in late April. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 12/31/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: A unique program at Hobart and William Smith Colleges is allowing 

students to make environmental improvements on campus. A group of 56 students lives together 

and learns together. It‟s all part of a specially designed program that is focused on the 



environment. Tom Drennen, chair of the Environmental Studies Department said, “We were able 

to take a first year dorm and convert it into a living and learning community.” Ress Hall is where 

the students in this program live. There is a kitchen and three classrooms there too. 1
st
 year 

student Alyssa Kelly said, “I like the fact that it was a living and learning community and they 

emphasized the fact that you learn together and live together and then you applied it outside of 

the classroom together as a group.” About 10% of the freshman class is involved in this effort. 

Drennen said, “They each pick a project. Something they see on campus that needs to be 

changed. And they work in groups of 3 to 4 to implement change on campus.” Some of the 

projects students are working on include adding water bottle refill stations on campus, increased 

composting, and more efficient use of resources. One group worked with the bookstore to try to 

eliminate single use plastic bags. The lessons learned in the program go beyond freshman year. 

For some, it impacts the way they think about the entire community. Dylan Quay, a teaching 

colleague said, “It taught students how to facilitate change on campus and be an active 

participant in the community and on campus and I think that‟s something all first year programs 

should be the main priority. “ Alyssa Kelly said, “Being in this program has given me the 

opportunity to dive deep into actually applying it in to my life and living a life that is respectful 

of the environment.”  

 

Health – topics covered under this issue include advice on living a healthy lifestyle. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 10/1/15 

Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:00 

Detailed Description: Dr. Matt Devine, the Associate Medical Director for Highland Family 

Medicine is back with us to talk about hypertension. Dr. Devine said, “There‟s a preliminary 

study coming out of the National Institute of Health that kind of changes and has really shaken 

up the game here as far as high blood pressure. Notoriously in the past, if it's been a systolic -- 

the top number above one forty -- or the diastolic above ninety -- the bottom number -- we said, 

"You have high blood pressure and we need to take that down. This study is taking the ranges, 

where the goal was a hundred and twenty -- the top number -- over that eighty, that bottom 

number and saying, „those numbers between one twenty and one forty, we actually want you to 

pull those numbers down as well, down to one twenty.‟ That's that pre-hypertension range that 

was before. Now we have so many more people that are in that range that may benefit from 

treatment.” What led to this change? Dr. Devine said, “So, really what's been done is over a 

series of this study that's going to be released later on this year. They've shown that people's risk 

for having a heart attack or stroke is quite high in that middle, pre-hypertension range group. 

Therefore, it would benefit for them to take that top number, that we usually treat around one 

forty, and get that down to one twenty.” How do we get that number down to the one twenty 

range if we are above it? There are various medications that may help and lifestyle changes as 

well such as losing weight. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/1/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Toxic algae continues to grow in our waterways, and Senator Chuck 

Schumer says we need more federal funding to stop it from spreading. According to Schumer, 

eleven bodies of water in the Rochester-Finger Lakes Region had outbreaks of blue green algae 

last year alone. It can cause skin irritation and other health issues. Schumer says local 



government need federal support to protect our drinking water and natural resources. Schumer 

said, “Blue green algae looks beautiful but it‟s a poison and it can hurt livestock that drink in the 

lake. It can hurt people in large doses when they‟re swimming in the lakes and streams and it 

obviously hurts plant life as well.” A total of 87 bodies of water throughout New York State had 

blue algae outbreaks last year. Many of these waterways are tourist attractions and supply water 

to communities. The growth of the plant is caused by global warming and runoff. 

 

 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/2/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: UR Medicine officially opened two urgent care centers today. Located in 

Henrietta and Pittsford, they were formally Accelcare Urgent Care Centers. If you‟ve been there 

before, you‟ll see a lot of familiar faces. The staff is a mix of UR Medicine and former Accel 

Care. Doctors say urgent care centers are more accessible to patients who have minor health 

issues. The centers will be open every day from 9am to 9pm. Doctors say it‟s also very important 

to communicate with your primary care physicians too. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/2/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: RIT is celebrating its grand opening of its clinical health sciences center 

facility. RIT is partnering with the Rochester Regional Health Family Medicine practice, as well 

as the Wegmans School of Health and Nutrition, Behavioral Health, Diagnostic Medical 

Sonography and Physician Assistance. The Family Medicine Practice is the first established 

physician‟s office on a college campus. The new facility will provide primary and walk-in care 

for RIT faculty, staff and dependents, as well as community members. It will also house a 

laboratory blood-draw station. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/11/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:25 

Detailed Description: This year, more than 40,000 women are expected to die from breast 

cancer. One local woman, Susan Rahn, is trying hard not to be one of them. She has metastatic 

breast cancer, and incurable and deadly disease. A disease she says received less funding than 

any other type of breast cancer. Rahn is asking Congress to make legislative changes to help 

people like herself. Rahn was diagnosed with metastatic breast cancer in 2013. Her breast cancer 

went undetected despite frequent mammograms and spread to her ribs and her spine. The 

Metastatic Breast Cancer Network says only 7 percent of 15 billion invested in breast cancer 

research went to metastatic breast cancer research. Rahn said, “We want the government to 

allocate 30 percent of research money to metastatic until they understand the mechanisms that 

understand metastasis we are not going to have a cure.” Rahn and more than 300 people will be 

protesting in Washington, D.C. on Tuesday, which also happens to be Metastatic Awareness 

Day. Also, this month is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/19/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40 



Detailed Description: An important date for the Affordable Healthcare Act is right around the 

corner. November 1
st
 marks the first day you can enroll in a 2016 health insurance plan. Dr. 

William Valenti is the senior vice president for Trillium Health. He says the most important 

thing is to know your health plan. You should know what your plan is costing you and also what 

it covers. Valenti says we shouldn‟t buy health insurance solely based on a low premium 

payment. Be aware of your deductible and make sure you can afford it. And if you have 

questions, ask. The penalty for not having health care goes up each year. In 2016, it will be 695 

dollars or 2.5 percent of your income. The deadline to enroll is December 15
th

. 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/20/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: Taking a closer look now at a major change in the recommendations for 

breast cancer screenings. It‟s a major issue, especially in Monroe County, which has one of the 

highest rates of breast cancer in the state. For the first time in 12 years, the American Cancer 

Society is changing its guidelines for screening. It now recommends women at average risk, 

begin screening at age 45, instead of age 40. Under the new guidelines, patients are encouraged 

to first talk to their doctors about when to start getting mammograms. But the changes are 

already causing controversy. Susan Rahn was diagnosed with metastatic breast cancer in 2013. 

She began having screenings in her 30‟s and she believes earlier, not later detection is the key to 

saving lives. A local radiologist we spoke with also says she was surprised by the news, and 

doesn‟t believe the new guidelines will be helpful in preventing breast cancer. The new 

guidelines are in response to growing evidence mammograms don‟t detect all breast cancers, can 

lead to false positives and can lead to unnecessary treatments. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/21/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: It will be a one stop shop where people can obtain information about 

affordable health insurance coverage. Fidelis Care opened its new community office on East 

Main Street. Fidelis Care has over 1.3 million members across the state. This is the second office 

for Fidelis Care that operates in Rochester. Sandy Hofshneider, director of marketing said, “This 

is just going to be a great opportunity for people in the city of Rochester to visit us and learn 

about health care. We are going to have representatives every day and there should really be no 

reason why every New Yorker does not have health care.” The Fidelis Care Rochester 

community office will be open Monday through Friday from 8:30am to 5pm. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 10/22/15 

Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:00 

Detailed Description: Dr. Matt Devine, the Associate Medical Director for Highland Family 

Medicine joined us today. We're going to be talking about using Primary Care Medical Homes or 

"P-C-M-H" to improve health outcomes. Before we get to the definition of what that is, let's talk 

about some of the ongoing changes going on in primary care practices across the country. Just 

looking at the kind of development over time, we realized that we kind of need to change the 

paradigm of how we deliver care here in the year 2015, and even slightly before that. To do that, 

we really want to take some of that doctor-centered, office-based practices and kind of put that 

back with the patient, so they can kind of come in and get the care when they need it. That's the 



precedence behind this whole movement. "Patient-Centered Medical Home," is an accreditation 

that a practice can work hard to complete. When they get that accreditation, they can actually get 

some extra reimbursements to help put in some placeholders to do extra care down the road. 

New York is actually quite ahead of the rest of the country on this. We actually make up a fair 

portion of the entire population of doctors‟ offices across-- it's almost ten percent, so it's great 

that we're in this environment. A practice -- when they decide to do this -- they have to change 

some of their operations, some of their policies, some of their protocols and they have to create a 

very rigorous application process to a governing body that reviews that and says, "Yes, you are 

patient-centered," and kind of give you that accreditation. How are the financial incentives 

utilized ultimately by the practice? It takes a little bit more funding to get Embedded Care 

Managers, Nurse Care Manages -- social workers -- to have other specialty community workers -

- things like that -- to get what you want. So what happens is once you get this certification, you 

can use that extra reimbursement to pay for some of those extra services that are for the patient. 

What ends up happening is, certain insurances, most of them now including the governmental 

insurances are giving dollars back to Patient Centered Medical Home Practices that have reached 

that accreditation, and so then you can use that money internally to get that staffing. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/22/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: A new health insurance plan is aiming to help more consumers. Possibly 

making your next plan cheaper than filling up your gas tank. The Essential Plan opens up options 

for individuals who make too much to qualify for Medicaid. Under the Essential Plan, you don‟t 

pay a deductible. The cost is up to 20 dollars a month and the plan offers prescription drug 

coverage. It‟s for people who make too much to be on Medicaid, but not quite enough to pay 

typical monthly fees for standard health insurance. Sign up for the Essential plan begins 

November 1
st
 at the New York State of Health Marketplace website. Currently, the fine for not 

having health insurance is almost $100 nationwide. As of January 1, 2016, that fine increases to 

$700, per person, per month. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/26/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: If you think you‟re safe from ticks now that the weather is getting colder, 

think again. Ticks are year-round pests and often more active during the late fall months. If you 

have any leaf piles on your property, it‟s important for you to bag them and throw them away 

because that‟s where tick really love to live. You should always check yourself and your pets 

before you go inside. It‟s estimated up to 50 percent of ticks carry Lyme and other diseases 

during fall compared to only 20 percent in the summer.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/26/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: The World Health Organization now classifies processed meats, like hot 

dogs, as cancer-causing, if eaten regularly. It also says red meat likely increases your risk for 

colon and stomach cancer. A cancer expert from U of R Medicine cautions about being alarmed 

by the study. Dr. Aram Hezel, an oncologist at URMC said, “Eating processed meat doesn‟t 

increase your risk very much. It‟s about a one to two fold increase which is different than say 



smoking.” The North American Meat Institute argues that cancer is a complex disease not caused 

by single foods. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/29/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 

Detailed Description: Today is World Stroke Day. And although stroke risk increases with age, it 

can occur at any age. News 8 was introduced to an RIT student who is recovering from a stroke 

he suffered last year at the young age of 22. Scott Thompson had no family history of stroke but 

suffered a stroke out of the blue last November while playing intramural soccer at RIT. Scott‟s 

cardiologist says Scott suffered a brain clot. The stroke had paralyzed his left side. Now Scott is 

working to learn some of life‟s simplest tasks. But despite the challenge, Scott hasn‟t missed a 

beat. He is expected to graduate in May with a computer engineering degree. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/29/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Our own Scott Hetsko is recovering from a heart transplant. Scott waited 

95 days for a donor heart and had his transplant at Strong Memorial Hospital on September 16
th

. 

95 days in the hospital is a long time, and it was not easy on Scott‟s wife and three young 

children. Six weeks after surgery is a very critical time. The risk of organ rejection is high so 

visitors have to wear masks and Scott‟s on a slew of anti-rejection medication. But he can move 

about now without losing breathe. He feels better than he did six years ago, when he first got 

sick. And he‟s beyond grateful for the donor and his family, for giving him a new heart. We are 

encouraging people to sign up to be organ donors. You can sign up at the Finger Lakes Donor 

Recovery Network. The web address is donorrecovery.org 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/3/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: There‟s lice and then there‟s super lice. And a new case of Super Lice has 

reached Western New York. Super lice is making its way through the U.S. It‟s already in 26 

states. Super lice simply means lice that cannot be treated with over the counter medications, 

making it harder for parents to treat. Tina Kline is a head lice technician at Naughty Nits, a lice 

clinic in Pittsford. She sees many parents come in for help during the treatment process. Kline 

said, “They‟ve either tried it in the past and realize it doesn‟t work, or they just want to go the 

organic route and not use the pesticides on their children.” Naughty Nits is one of a handful of 

lice treatment centers available in New York. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/4/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Highland Hospital held its inaugural "Docs and Divas" night to promote 

women's health tonight. Attendees were able to sample products from dozens of local 

businesses-- but most importantly, discuss health tips on aging successfully and more. This event 

is part of Highland's Spirit of Women Program, designed to help women in our community stay 

healthy and talk to health professionals in a laid-back way. The funds from tonight's Docs and 

Divas will benefit women's health education initiatives at Highland Hospital. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 11/5/15 



Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:00 

Detailed Description: Why should people get vaccinated each year against the flu? Dr. Robins 

from Highland Family Medicine talked about that this morning and said, “It‟s important to be 

vaccinated as an individual to individually prevent the flu, but it's also important to prevent it in 

the community. If you're vaccinated, you're less likely to spread the flu to other people.” How 

does the vaccine work? How do they pull it together, to help us prevent from getting the flu? Dr. 

Robins said, “Each year the C-D-C looks to figure out which strain of flu will likely be prevalent 

during the flu season. When they do this, they develop a vaccine around it. Now when we give 

the vaccines, we give the vaccines of course in your arm. It takes about two weeks for your body 

to create these antibodies which fight against the flu. During that time you may have aches and 

pains. You may have a low fever but it doesn't mean you're having the flu. It just means your 

body is developing the things that it needs to fight against the flu when it comes.” Who should be 

vaccinated each year? Dr. Robins said, “Each year, you should get vaccinated if you're six 

months and above. Of course, if you have any reactions with the flu, like if you have any egg 

allergies or you've had any experience of... sickness from the flu, make sure you talk to your 

primary care doctor before you get it. But again, six months and above...” Is there an ideal time 

to receive the flu vaccine? “October through January is usually the time that we give the 

vaccination. January is usually pique flu season, so if you can get the vaccine prior to that, it 

would be perfect. It would be great.” where can we get the flu vaccine? Dr. Robins said, “You 

can go into your primary care office, of course. You can also go to your local pharmacy. If you 

just even drive down the street, you'll find a pharmacy that will give the flu vaccine. Also some 

local churches have some times where you can get the flu vaccine there. And health fairs you can 

get-- I would start with your primary care office, if you don't know anywhere else to go.” 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/5/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: If you haven‟t been vaccinated against the flu virus yet, you may only have 

one option, a shot in the arm. That‟s because the popular Flu-mist is in short supply. There is a 

nationwide shortage of the ingredients that make up the flu mist, the vaccination that is similar to 

a nasal spray. And that means the popular shot alternative, may be difficult to find. But that 

doesn‟t mean you should skip your dose of the flu vaccine altogether. The less popular, but ever 

effective, shot in the arm, is still readily available. The flu mist should be available again at the 

end of this month or early December. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/8/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Our Scott Hetsko received new heart in September. Because the transplant 

saved his life, we‟re asking you to consider being an organ donor. At Strong Memorial Hospital, 

surgeons transplant more than hearts. We took a look at the life of a UR Medicine transplant 

doctor and we learn that job extends far beyond the OR. Dr. Mark Orloff is in charge of getting 

donated organs to his patients at UR Medicine. He said, “This can be a highly coordinated affair 

in many different cities, so there‟s a lot of stress and timing involved.” But there‟s also a lot of 

joy. Dr. Orloff said, “When you get an offer or a potential offer, it‟s not very sure thing, but 

we‟re going to go out and take a look at this thing, you get very elated.” While the organ is 

retrieved, the patient is prepped. Then – surgery. Then, in many cases, full recovery. Dr. Orloff 

said, “You can effectively take somebody who has been bed bound and put them back to work 



and raise kids and all those things.” This is the gift they‟ve given to Scott Hetsko, who says the 

team told him every day, they‟d get him there. If you‟d like to learn more about organ donation, 

and sign up to be a donor, go to donorrecover.org. The more people in Rochester sign up to be an 

organ donor, the more patients in Rochester will benefit. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/15/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: As our own Scott Hetsko continues to recover from his life-saving heart 

transplant, we‟ve promised him we‟ll spread the word about organ donation, and the amazing 

work being done right here in Rochester. Not just by doctors, but by volunteers. At Strong 

Memorial Hospital, one man has made it his mission to give back to those who once saved his 

life. Richard Perez waited ten months before he went under the knife for a new liver at Strong 

Hospital in 2003. Perez said, “Six month later I recovered, fully recovered. I came back and 

signed up to be a volunteer. This is where we come in, and give support to families and new 

candidates.” Twelve years later and now retired, Perez has dedicated nearly five thousand hours 

to the transplant unit. His role brings him close to patients and their families going through the 

transplant process. Perez isn‟t just a volunteer. He‟s the head volunteer, spending four days a 

week paying it forward, continuing to honor the donor who saved his life. More importantly, he 

wants to set an example for current candidates and recipients. Perez said, “I want them to see a 

survivor, you know? That is all there, that is standing tall, that is well managed and healthy so 

they can see that. That is the key to recover.” Perez has a group of a dozen steady volunteers 

established in the solid organ transplant unit. The team of volunteers stress the only way to make 

it easier on the front end, is for more people to donate organs and pass on their life to those who 

need it most. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 11/19/15 

Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:00 

Detailed Description: Thanksgiving is coming up. This morning it is "Five Tips for a Healthy 

Thanksgiving;" where do we begin? Dr. Devine of Highland Family Medicine said, “Well, it's a 

great tradition this holiday we have upcoming, but we kind of lost the healthy part of it. We've 

kind of gone into lots of televisions and busy times kind of sitting idly. I think the first place to 

start would be, let's get a little bit more active and let's do that earlier in the day to kind of get rid 

of some of those calories even before we get started. I think that's where it all can begin. Get 

your family together, get the old pig skin out, go out to the park, shoot the football around, make 

an obstacle course for the family, get a healthy event going.” 

Dr. Devine: we typically have these meals that are very high in calories, very high in fat content, 

high in sugar content. Sometimes you can do a little substitute -- you can kind of trick everybody 

-- and it doesn't really take away from the taste. Try to reduce your oils and butters. Reduce your 

sugar additives; maybe add honey, guava and other things to day. Instead of adding things into 

your creamier dishes like milk, you can use sour cream -- that's fat free -- you could use yogurt; 

products like that instead of the baked goods that sometimes can decrease that calorie count. 

Dr. Devine: Right, I think the big thing is have breakfast, ok? Because people often skip that 

meal, their metabolism's all off. You go into that meal, you're starving -- you're ravenous -- 

you're just kind of eating everything fast. If you've had that breakfast, savor each bite. You can 

kind of chew it slowly, try to limit the potions that you take onto your plate. Don't go back for 



that second plate. In fact, sometimes those leftovers are actually sometimes better than the actual 

meal itself. 

Mark: Yeah. This next one I like; "go easy on the alcohol," right? 

Dr. Devine: Yeah, it's easy to forget that there are lots of calories in alcohol. That's another bolus 

of lots of calories that you're getting in. 

Mark: And maybe, re-orientate your focus with family and friends, right? Kind of finishing 

where we started here? 

Dr. Devine: Right. That's really what it's all about, right? Getting together with your loved ones -

- your family, your friends -- being with them. Enjoy your time with them. That's what this 

tradition is really all about. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/19/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: The number of people infected with HIV remains alarming. There are 

50,000 new cases in the US each year. 80 of those are in Monroe County. Researchers at the 

University of Rochester Medical Center will soon begin testing a new method to prevent the 

disease. It‟s called AMP- antibody mediated prevention. A new study and vaccine trial set to get 

underway at the University of Rochester Medical Center that could one day not only help 

prevent HIV, but lead to the development of a vaccine for the virus. URMC is one of 30 sites 

around the world that will give an infusion of the antibody, known as VRCO1, to some of those 

most at risk of contracting the disease. Researcher are looking to enroll healthy, HIV negative 

men who have sex with men, and transgender people who have sex with men, between the ages 

of 18 and 50. URMC Vide Dean of Research Stephen Dewhurst said, “What‟s really exciting, is 

that if this antibody works, it gives us a roadmap to make a vaccine and to have a strategy. To 

have an effective vaccine, which is really been a big challenge in the HIV field.” Another 

challenge, erasing the stigma often associated with AIDS and HIV. Dr. Michael Gottlieb is a 

world renowned AIDS expert who graduated from the U of R and made history when he 

identified AIDS as a new disease. Dr. Gottlieb said, “This is a novel approach, which if it works, 

really provides an important pathway toward understanding what it takes to make an HIV 

vaccine. Which has been really elusive for some 30 years now.” The trial gets underway in late 

January. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/22/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Kala Gause has a program that has kept dozens of kids off the streets since 

its inception. His motto – to help children overcome adversity with exercise and strength 

mentorship. 45 people whose ages range from toddler to young adult participate in a fitness 

program that‟s part of a non-profit called The Next Level and Beyond. The program teaches 

everything from health and nutrition awareness to character building, athleticism and college 

awareness. Trainer Kala Gause is the president and CEO. He created the program after he saw 

how much exercise helped his nephew, who had once been labeled as learning disabled. Gause‟s 

nephew was told he wouldn‟t amount to anything. Exercise helped him develop his fortitude and 

it continues to help those involved in the program. It‟s giving children a structure, a structure that 

helps them grow and keeps them off the streets. The program does cost money to enroll, but the 

organization will help children who can‟t afford it. It‟s also funded through grants and donations. 

We have more information on our website RochesterFirst.com. 



 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/22/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Across the United States, 22 people die each day waiting for a lifesaving 

organ transplant. Right now, more than 123,000 Americans are currently on the transplant 

waiting list. 10,000 of them are New Yorkers. 700 of them, in Western New York. Amy James is 

the community education manager for the Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network. Her mission 

is to encourage people to be an organ donor. To spread the word, she visits churches, libraries, 

civics clubs and college campuses. In Rochester, approximately 1 in 3 people is registered to be 

an organ donor. Far less than the national average of 1 in 2. Some people fear they are too old or 

too sick to be an organ donor. Others, fear doctors won‟t do all they can to save your life, if they 

know you want to be an organ donor. All of these are myths. Don‟t let misconceptions prevent 

you from saving lives. The Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network has answers to all your 

questions about organ donation. We have links on our website, RochesterFirst.com. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 11/26/15 

Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:00 

Detailed Description: Mark:  Doctor Jeff Harp from Highland Family Medicine back with us on 

this Thanksgiving morning. We're talking about gratitude this morning and the potential health 

benefits.  Is it true that thankfulness can improve one‟s health? 

Dr. Harp:  Well, there's an increasing amount of evidence, there's a lot of research being done on 

it, and it looks like it does improve people‟s health. 

Mark:  And why is that? 

Dr. Harp:  Well, there's a lot of different ways that it might work, we're not really sure of the 

mechanisms, but we're kind of sure about areas that it seems to improve health in.  So one is 

psychological health, there's evidence that high school students who are more grateful actually 

pay attention more in class are better behaved and actually have better grades than their 

counterparts who are more grumbly.  There is also evidence that in relationships, couples who 

spend some time actually journaling about things that they are grateful for in their partner report 

better outcomes in their relationships and objectively their relationships have better outcomes.  

So that gratefulness things seems to improve human interactions. 

Mark:  Interesting.  So that's the psychological component, what about one‟s physical health, is 

there any evidence there? 

Dr. Harp:  There is.  There's a couple things that seem to be true.  The journaling thing seems to 

be important, people who journal about things they're thankful for sleep better, so if people take 

some time before they go to sleep to think about what they're grateful for they fall asleep easier 

and stay asleep longer.  People who are grateful even when they're stressed out seem to have 

better immune functioning, so there is a study of law students who are during a period of extreme 

stress with exams and the more that they sort of had a grateful positive attitude, the better 

immune functioning they had.  And then there's some evidence about heart rate variability, we 

think that heart rate variability may have to do with arrhythmia's and people who are more 

grateful have less variability in their heart rate.  So there is a lot of mounting evidence that it 

looks like this gratitude thing is helpful. 

Mark:  That's interesting.  So we hear the benefits, how do we access these benefits, what do we 

do? 



Dr. Harp:  Well, we can do some of those things that are in those studies, I think for some 

suggestions one would be get a journal and jot down a few things throughout the day that you're 

grateful for so there's actually some programs out there that say write down three things a day, so 

write down some things that you're grateful for on a daily basis.  Share those things with others, 

maybe even around the dinner table today, just talk about what we're grateful for, and I think 

we'll see a positive benefit in many ways. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/29/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: County leaders across New York State are raising awareness about organ 

donation. It‟s a collaboration between the New York Alliance for Donation and the state 

Association of Counties. Livingston County is the first in our area to get on board. It‟s a 

campaign called Working Together, Working for Life.  And there is a major push for this right 

now across the state. Looking at the numbers, of those registered to donate organs in New York, 

we rank 49
th

 in the nation. Statewide, around 25 percent of people 18 and over are registered to 

donate. The national average is more than fifty percent. Which is why Livingston County will be 

urging other counties to join in on the campaign. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/1/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 

Detailed Description: Governor Andrew Cuomo‟s goal is have the State of New York AIDS-free 

by the end of the year 2020. A difficult task considering there is no known cure for the virus. But 

a local biotech company says they may be on the verge of a major breakthrough. The founder of 

Oyagen Incorporated says they have a compound that has eliminated the HIV virus in a 

laboratory setting. Their compound goes after the HIV‟s VIF or viral infectivity factor. It‟s a 

process only Oyagen is working on right now. So far their compound has been very successful in 

the lab. The goal is to bring their product to clinical trials within the next two to three years. And 

instead of treating HIV, create a drug that can cure it. In New York, over the past year, there 

have been no cases of a mother passing the virus down to their child. Governor Cuomo recently 

announced the state will spend an additional 200 million dollars to fight the spread of 

HIV/AIDS.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 12/3/15 

Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 3:00 

Detailed Description: Tuesday was World AIDS Day, and this is the time of year here in early 

December where we think a lot about this deadly disease. This morning we're talking with Dr. 

Jeff Harp of Highland Family Medicine about something that could help people as it relates to 

AIDS and H-I-V and it's an acronym, "PrEP." What does it stand for? 

Dr. Harp: PrEP stands for "Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis." What this is, is a way to protect people 

before their exposed to the virus. People might have heard of "Post-Exposure Prophylaxis;" that's 

what you do if you know if you've been exposed. Pre-Exposure is before exposure. 

Mark: Why would somebody take PrEP? 

Dr. Harp: Somebody who is at a fairly-high risk of becoming infected with H-I-V would take 

this to prevent that from happening. This is meant to knock out the infection before it takes a 

hold of the body. 

Mark: How does it work? 



Dr. Harp: The way it works is people take a pill every day to keep a medicine in their body 

which will essentially kill off the virus in the bloodstream before it takes up residence in other 

areas of the body in the blood cells themselves. 

Mark: Who should be thinking about taking something like this? 

Dr. Harp: Anybody who is at a fairly high risk of being infected with H-I-V. So first of all, they 

should be H-I-V negative so they're not infected already but in contact with somebody who‟s H-

I-V positive, or likely to become H-I-V positive. Partners of people who are H-I-V positive, 

sexual partners. People who are involved in injecting drugs and maybe exposed to H-I-V through 

that means...those are the people who should thinking about Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis. 

Mark: How well does it work? What sample do we have in that regard? 

Dr. Harp: It works quite well actually. In studies, up to ninety two percent of people who are 

following the Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis protocol are protected against becoming infected with 

H-I-V. Now, there's more to it than just taking the medicine. Using condoms, using barrier 

methods to prevent transmission is also an important part of the protocol. People who follow all 

these guidelines are very unlikely to become infected. 

Mark: What about side effects? 

Dr. Harp: There's very minimal side effects. Some people have mild headaches -- maybe some 

nausea -- the medicine is very safe and really tolerated well. 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/7/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: For many „tis the season of cheer and merriment. For others, the stress and 

expectations of the holidays can be overwhelming. Suicide, one of the leading causes of death 

across the nation and also prevalent here in Monroe County. In 2013, there were 61 suicides in 

the county, compared to 49 homicides. Professionals notice an increase around the holidays. Just 

this weekend, police suspect two teenagers killed themselves by stepping in front of trains. 

Mental health experts at the East House say there is help for those who need it. The East House 

has many options for those seeking help for mental illness, including Affinity Place. It‟s a no-

cost, short-term facility, providing an alternative to in-patient treatment. For more information 

you can visit our website RochesterFirst.com 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/8/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 

Detailed Description: The Internet has made almost every piece of information available with a 

click of a mouse, but in some cases that may not be such a good thing. When it comes to medical 

studies and their findings, sometime too much information leads to unnecessary fear. One study 

involving women and breast cancer is making waves, so a University of Rochester doctor is 

working to clarify the results to her patients. The new study says that a false-positive screening 

for breast cancer increases a woman‟s risk of developing that same cancer in the next 10 years. 

For anyone who‟s had a biopsy or extra screening after a concerning mammogram, that 

conclusion sounds terrifying. Dr. Avice O‟Connell, director of women‟s imaging said, “This 

study is not actually doing much of a service to the woman who‟s reading it who doesn‟t 

understand. Because now it‟s saying that your good news isn‟t so good news isn‟t so good news 

and now you have a higher risk. Well, you already had that higher risk.” Dr. O‟Connell says 

what this test really means is that women who‟ve had a false positive test just need to be careful 



because they may already have other risk factors, but there is no cause and effect as it relates to 

the screenings and later cancer. Dr. O‟Connell said, “I think the bottom line at the end of all the 

discussions is that the gold standard for finding early breast cancer is annual screening 

mammography, in spite of all the guidelines.” In this case, Dr. O‟Connell says some information 

being available like this on the Internet, is not good because patients don‟t necessarily 

understand the meaning. She recommends talking to your doctor if you have any concerns and 

they can talk you through studies like this one. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/26/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Some of you chose to give the ultimate gift this holiday season, the gift of 

life. News 8 and the Red Cross teamed up today to host a blood drive at Greece Ridge Mall. 

Especially during the holiday season, blood and platelet donations decline due to busy schedules, 

illnesses and travel, but the need is constant. The goal, to collect more than 175,000 blood and 

platelet donations before the end of the year. We have more information on our website on how 

to donate. 

 

Military/Veteran Services - topics covered under this issue include: programs and services 

available to local veterans and honoring local veterans. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/10/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: World War Two veteran Jim Cassidy received his high school 

diploma…72 years later. Jim Cassidy became the third person to receive his diploma from 

Gates-Chili High School under a special program for veterans. The New York Operation 

Recognition Program started last year. It allows vets who are New York State residents and 

served during World War Two, the Korean War, or Vietnam, to get the diploma they never 

received.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/13/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description: A World War Two veteran from Rochester was honored for his service. 

97-year-old Don Levine arrived in full uniform to receive the French Legion of Honor medal. 

The award from the French government recognizes heroism during battle. Levine expressed his 

gratitude for the recognition. Levine said, “I am so proud to have served my country and help in 

the liberation of France. Thank you all for being here today to witness my day of, thank you from 

French Republic.” Levine was in the U.S. Army Air Corps. He flew a gunner in three major 

World War Two battles. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/25/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :45 

Detailed Description: Hundreds of people crammed into the Greater Rochester International 

Airport today. Not to fly out of town, but to honor a group of veterans returning to it. 54 

veterans. Some from World War Two, others from the Korean War. They left for DC yesterday 

as part of the last Honor Flight of the year. They spent much of yesterday touring memorials. 

Each veteran had a helper, and Roberta Mutual, a Korean War vet, had our Maureen McGuire. 



Five female veterans were on this flight. And one of the veterans returning today served in 

World War Two, the Korean Ware and the Vietnam War. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/26/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: Senator Charles Schumer was in town today. He joined local veterans to 

reveal a new plan to expand VA treatment in Rochester. Rochester is the only major upstate city 

without a VA outpatient surgery facility. Many Rochester veterans have to travel to Buffalo and 

to other places for treatment. Operation Enduring Freedom Veteran Chuck Butera said, “The 

senator is working hard to get us services that have been needed for a long time. Ambulatory 

services, outpatient services have been needed in Rochester for over 15 years now. We have 

been waiting and it‟s down the road and we need everybody‟s support.” With more space already 

planned for the current VA clinic on Westfall Road in Monroe County, Schumer is pushing to 

build phase two, which would be the surgical addition. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/30/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: Veterans are criticizing Governor Cuomo for vetoing a bill. The bill affects 

veterans applying for state retirement. It would allow them to buy up to three years of credit 

towards their pensions, to cover time they were in the military. Right now the option is only for 

veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. Some lawmakers say that‟s not fair. 

Assemblyman Dan Stec said, “Some people that served in the right years, but never saw combat 

are eligible, but somebody that served in the wrong time period, that saw combat, can‟t buy that. 

It‟s a question of fairness, I‟m a big believer that there‟s a great deal of fairness when your 

consistent.” Both chambers would need two third support to override the veto. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5, 6 &11pm Date: 11/5/15 

Time: 5, 6 &11pm Duration of Segment: 3:00 

Detailed Description: The Veterans Outreach Center in Rochester has been helping veterans 

adjust to civilian life for more than 40 years. Tonight it honored its own at the annual Stars and 

Stripes Celebration. And all this, just ahead of Veterans Day. At the Riverside Convention 

Center, hundreds gathered to hear testimonials from veterans who‟ve benefited from the 

Veterans Outreach Center services, which range from transitional housing to job training. The 

VOC was started by Vietnam Veterans in the early 1970‟s. It‟s located on South Avenue in 

Rochester. Also honored: long-time volunteer Roberta Abbot Buckle and Vietnam Veteran Ken 

Moore, who retired in August from the Veterans Service Agency of Monroe County. Moore has 

dedicated his life to helping other veterans. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 4pm Date: 11/10/15 

Time: 4pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: A moment of silence for students at a Cobbles Elementary in Penfield 

today. This morning, Congresswoman Louise Slaughter stopped by for a special Veterans Day 

assembly at the school. The students learned about the value of patriotism and the need to honor 

those who have served our country. Slaughter said, “Some of them bear wounds that they‟ve 

gotten in battle, and we do everything that we can to make up for them, and try to help make sure 

that…that their life goes on, and that we honor them, that we appreciate what they did.” The 



congresswoman read the students a story of a World War Two soldier from Rochester who 

brought Christmas to the children of Luxemburg, Germany. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 4pm Date: 11/10/15 

Time: 4pm Duration of Segment: :20 

Detailed Description: A new housing complex for veterans is going up in Canandaigua. The 48 

unit complex will include apartments for vets who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. 

There will be five, two-story residential buildings and a separate community building. The 

project costs 10.7 million dollars. 

 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/11/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:50 

Detailed Description: On Veterans Day World War Two veterans from the Battle of the Bulge 

gathered at the port of Rochester this morning. Many also there to pay tribute to those in that 

battle who are no longer with us. 67 Rochesterians fought in the Battle of the Bulge. And for the 

past five years, RIT has hosted an annual Veterans Day breakfast, and they‟ve watched it grow 

every year. Today, more than 500 packed the Gordon Field House to honor our nation‟s heroes. 

It‟s a festive event, but also a serious one. Every year RIT invites veterans, active duty military 

and their families to attend a breakfast on Veterans Day. From the veterans, to the active duty 

members, even Gary Beikirch who‟s only one of 79 living Medal of Honor recipients, getting 

together to share stories, support and set an example for RIT students that may serve in the 

future, is the best part. And nearby at the American Legion in Henrietta, many gathered to 

dedicate a memorial walkway. The project was completed by a local Boy Scout as his Eagle 

Scout project, and the community is excited he added to the Legion and built the new memorial. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/11/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: One program being offered to veterans and their widows is known as Aid 

and Attendance. The VA program provides financial support to vet‟s and their families who are 

disabled and being cared for in their, or a loved one‟s home. But some are finding out the wait to 

actually receive this money can take years. There are a lot of elements a veteran and their family 

have to account for when it comes to filing for Aid and Attendance. And only a handful of VA 

offices across the country review those applications. The director of the Monroe County 

Veterans Service Agency says the wait for approval is getting shorter.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/11/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description: The local chapter of the Vietnam Veterans of America hosted its annual 

Veterans Day ceremony this evening. It has been held at Highland Park every year since 1996. 

The goal is to honor all veterans, past and present. It brought back many memories and emotions 

for those who have served in Vietnam. While nationally all service people are recognized, it‟s 

also a moment to step back and remember everyone who has served locally. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/4/15 



Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: More lawmakers are reacting to a change allowing women in all roles in 

the military, including combat posts. U.S. Senator Kristin Gillibrand says this move will 

strengthen our military. She was in town today to support Full Circle Home, a non-profit that 

helps soldiers send holiday gifts to family members at home. The announcement also means 

women can join Special Forces. Military officials had long advocated to remove limits to 

servicewomen. Gillibrand said, “They aren‟t held back. They can reach their highest level, their 

highest purpose in the military and continue to protect our nation and protect our values.” 

Women have been serving in combat roles for years. Thursday‟s announcement makes it official. 

All military branches have 30 days to come up with a plan on how they will implement the 

policy change. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/7/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Today we remember the 2,400 Americans who died during the attack on 

Pearl Harbor. 74 years ago, the Japanese carried out the surprise attack, which pushed the U.S. 

into World War Two. More than 12 million Americans served in that war. We sat down with one 

veteran today to hear his memories of Pearl Harbor Day, the date which will live in infamy. 97-

year-old Sol Goldstein, of Brighton, has countless memories. He wasn‟t in the service yet, but 

his journey, like so many others, undoubtedly started on that day. While much of the day is a 

blur now, he remembers hearing President Franklin D Roosevelt speaking, because many hung 

on his every word. Goldstein remains proud of his service. Another local veteran is among 14 

World War Two veterans across the country, in Hawaii to mark the Pearl Harbor anniversary. 

92-year-old Pete Dupre of Fairport served as an Army medic in World War Two. He has been in 

Hawaii for the past week, travelling as a guest of the Greatest Generations Foundation. Today, 

during his trip, Pete made America proud once more, He played American the Beautiful on 

harmonica on the USS Arizona memorial at Pearl Harbor. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/18/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Veterans in the Rochester area will have access to a new VA outpatient 

surgical center in 2017 thanks to Senator Chuck Schumer. Earlier this year, Schumer pushed for 

the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs to include the new center in its budget for 2017 and the 

department has agreed. Currently, outpatient surgery services are only provided at VA facilities 

in Buffalo, Syracuse and Albany, but not in the Rochester-Finger Lakes area. The new clinic 

would be nearly double the size of the current clinic at around 840,000 square feet. 

 

Politics – topics covered under this issue include: Local, state and national politics.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 10/12/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Former New York Governor George Pataki was campaigning in New 

Hampshire today when we did a phone interview with him. He would love for all of you to know 

he‟s still running for president. We asked the question some of you on Twitter suggested we ask, 

“Why are you staying in despite microscopic poll numbers?” He said he truly feels he can win 

citing his against the odds win here in New York. He spoke on climate change. He said fracking 



is a big part of the solution. We also asked him to reflect on Governor Cuomo‟s record. He said 

he won‟t comment on any of his successors. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/13/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:25 

Detailed Description: Tonight‟s Democratic debate touched on a lot of serious topics that are the 

driving points behind the 2016 election. Some of those topics, like gun control, generated very 

passionate responses from the candidates. So far the Democratic front runners Hillary Clinton 

and Bernie Sanders have barely mentioned each other on the campaign trail, but tonight the two 

showed where they differ on key campaign issues. Meanwhile some of the lesser known 

candidates like Martin O‟Malley, Jim Webb and Lincoln Chaffee got a chance to introduce 

themselves to millions of Americans. Making an informed decision, that‟s what college students 

in Rochester we spoke with hope to do after watching debates like the one tonight. A watch party 

was held at the Golisano Academic Center on the Nazareth College campus. The gathering was 

open to students of all political viewpoints and welcomed differing opinions. We found both 

students with conservative and liberal viewpoints. They told us which issues are most important 

to them in this election. Senior Tom Caraher said jobs are what concern him most. Hannah 

Eberly said, “The issues that are important to me would be women‟s‟ rights, gun violence, 

government programs like welfare, social security those sort of things.” Some students say they 

are more interested in this election because they believe they are seeing more candidates who 

represent change that younger people want to see. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/14/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: We interviewed the three candidates for Monroe County Executive leading 

up to our live, televised debate October 21
st
. This report is on Rajesh Barnabas. Barnabas is a 

born teacher. But it was his work in the Rochester City School District and then at Rochester 

Community TV that convinced him to also become an activist. When he moved from activist to 

politician he found a home in the Green Party. He said, “I came to a point where I didn‟t think 

the main parties were representing progressive movement at all in Rochester or Greater 

Rochester.” Should he become county executive, Barnabas says his priority would be to hire 

people intent on disrupting the current political system. He said, “I think I would try to bring in 

all the different movements that have formed, Black Lives Matter, Take Back the Land, Fight for 

15, Rochester Against War, I‟ve been a big part of, the Occupy Movement, I don‟t feel like these 

groups are well represented in government.” This born teacher was raised in Webster and now 

lives in Brighton with his wife and two children. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/15/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: We interviewed the three candidates for Monroe County Executive leading 

up to our live, televised debate October 21
st
. This report is on Cheryl Dinolfo. If you grew up in 

Greece, there's a good chance you either know Cheryl Dinolfo directly or know one of her 

relatives. “I have 2 younger brothers and a younger sister and my brother often reminds me that I 

am the oldest one in the family.” Married for 31 years now, Dinolfo raised three children in 

Irondequoit and gave up a legal practice more than eleven years ago to run for office. “I felt like 

I had a skill set to offer county government and when the opportunity came for county clerk I 



took that.” Asked if she'd run things differently than fellow Republican Maggie Brooks, Dinolfo 

said...“We each bring our own style of leadership, we each bring out own agenda.” That said she 

did promise one specific difference and one specific similarity. The difference -- Dinolfo says 

she would abolish local development councils, or LDCs. “To ensure our county is the most 

ethical and transparent in the nation.” The similarity...”As county executive I will not be raising 

property taxes and assure the taxpayers and residents of Monroe County of that fact.” 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/16/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: We interviewed the three candidates for Monroe County Executive leading 

up to our live, televised debate October 21
st
. This report is on Sandra Frankel. Two decades. 

That‟s how long Sandra Frankel was the top manager in the town of Brighton. She still 

remembers well that first year. She said, “I inherited a financial mess which we solved and we 

went on to do great things in Brighton and made it a very strong community.” From that comes 

her promise to bring fiscal strength to the county. Frankel says there are opportunities to reduce 

the cost of government. Frankel says those fixes will allow her to keep the property tax rate flat 

and bolster programs that fight poverty. That drive to help the needy, Frankel says comes from 

her childhood. She grew up in two segregated states. She said, “Seeing the terrible impact of 

those policies built into me a lifelong desire to work for equality, for freedom, to end 

discrimination and racism in our communities, in our country and that instilled in me a passion 

for public service which I‟ve carried forward throughout my life.” In her adult life, she‟s raised 

three children and now has nine grandchildren. And while she was a supervisor for two decades, 

she‟s been a wife for five. 

 

Program Title: New 8 Special – Monroe County Date: 10/21/15 

Executive Debate 

Time: 7pm Duration of Segment: 55 minutes  

Detailed Description: All three candidates for Monroe County Executive answered a slew of 

questions, some of them yours. One of the more lively exchanges came while discussing taxes. 

Both Dinolfo and Frankel said they would hold the line on property taxes.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/22/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Childcare for families in need was the topic of conversation for the 

candidates for Monroe County Executive. They all attended an event held by a group called 

Rochester Acts. The group encourages politicians to make childcare for income-eligible families 

a priority. Both Democrat Sandra Frankel and Green Party candidate Rajesh Barnabas voiced 

support for such government help. The reason we didn‟t hear from Cheryl Dinolfo was because 

she left before the candidates took the stage to take questions. Event organizers did express 

frustration over this. We tried to reach Dinolfo to ask about her departure, but we were 

unsuccessful. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/27/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 



Detailed Description: It‟s assumed in many circles that Monroe County District Attorney Sandra 

Doorley is unopposed in her re-election bid. That‟s actually not the case. Candice Baker-Leit is 

her Democratic challenger. Baker-Leit‟s name was originally put on the ballot as a placeholder, 

until the Democratic Party could find a replacement. That hasn‟t happened so now Baker-Leit, a 

former assistant public defender in Pennsylvania, is the official candidate. Baker-Leit said, “I‟m 

here as an alternative to the present candidate. If they‟re at all concerned about checks and 

balances within Monroe County, I would say I‟m the candidate to vote for.” Doorley was once a 

Democrat herself, but recently switched over the Republican side. She says Baker-Leit is too 

inexperienced to hold the job of district attorney. 

 

 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 10/28/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The city of Rochester is admitting it can no longer regulate alcohol sales. 

Only the state Liquor Authority has that power. Now the city is changing its zoning code to 

comply with the state. The city is taking this action after the lawsuits from business owners who 

said the city didn‟t have the power to tell them whether they could sell alcohol and when they 

could sell it. Under the current regulations, the city considers any store that sells alcohol, tobacco 

and lottery tickets to be “high impact” and subject to more rules. But the state Liquor Authority 

weighed in, saying the city doesn‟t have the power to regulate sales of booze. The city is 

amending its zoning ordinance to also include letting go of restrictions on hours of operation for 

bars and restaurants with liquor licenses. City council will vote on the proposed amendment 

November 17
th

. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 10/28/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The Monroe County Democrats are calling foul on the county GOP. 

Saying a recent mailer is a county legislative race went over the line. If you live in certain parts 

of Irondequoit, chances are you found a political mailer in your mailbox earlier this week. It‟s a 

political mailer that accuses Democratic County Legislative Candidate Mike Bovay of stealing 

county time. Bill Reilich, chairman of the Monroe County Republicans, said, “We stand by the 

mailer. It‟s factual.” Bovay was working for the county Department of Human Services when he 

was fired for inaccurately filling out his time card for a lunch break. Reilich said, “You‟re 

stealing from the taxpayers and that‟s what we‟re highlighting.” Democrats say it‟s dirty politics 

to use the letter regarding a county personnel matter. The chairwoman of the Democratic 

Committee said, “We thought a reference to this was going to be coming, what we were not 

expecting was that the actual termination letter that he received was going to be imaged and on 

and released on the mail piece not only to somebody but actually the public at large.” 

Republicans filed a Freedom of Information request to get the letter. Democrats say according to 

FOIL that information should not have been released. FOIL reads: “An agency may deny access 

to records or portions thereof that if disclosed would constitute an unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy.” And the letter firing Bovay, a public worker, is what Democrats say is the 

unwarranted invasion of privacy. Reilich said, “We stand by it and if the candidate is 

embarrassed of his own record perhaps he should have reconsidered that before he created his 



own record.” With a week left until the election, campaigning is in full swing, not matter what 

the race. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/2/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Many will head to the polls for the general election tomorrow, but turnout 

is expected to be low. In 2011, Monroe County saw just 32.4% of registered voters cast their 

ballots. That‟s compared to 76.8 percent in the 2012 presidential election. Monroe County Board 

of Elections Commissioner Tom Ferrarese says there‟s more hype surrounding a presidential run, 

hence more voters at the polls. He expects to see at least 40% of registered voters cast their 

ballots tomorrow. 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/2/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Henrietta will likely not have a new town supervisor after tomorrow‟s 

election. That‟s because both the Republican and Democratic candidates have both already 

served as the community‟s town supervisor. Mike Yudelson served as the town supervisor for six 

years before Jack Moore. And the battle for that seat is fierce. Yudelson said, “I‟m concerned 

about the damage that has been done the past couple of years under Jack Moore and we want to 

rectify that.” Yudelson brought up Jack Moore‟s comments about black people in Rochester 

earlier this year when Moore called them city cousins. Yudelson believes a person who says 

things like that shouldn‟t lead a community. Moore said, “I misspoke and didn‟t use the words 

that were politically correct. It was a private conversation. I know what I said, I know what I 

meant, I know how I lived my life and it isn‟t anyway the media or the Democrats want to 

convey it.” Moore says he‟s done more as town supervisor in 2 years than Yudelson did in 6. 

If you need a ride to the polls Tuesday, the Rochester Chapter of the Coalition of Black Trade 

Unionists will be providing free rides again this year for voters in Rochester. To get a lift just 

call 328-2250. Voters can leave a message to set up a ride. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/3/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: It‟s Election Day across the nation. And the race we‟re keeping an eye on 

is the race for Monroe County Executive. The candidates include Republican Cheryl Dinolfo, 

Democrat Sandra Frankel and Green Party candidate Rajesh Barnabas. Cheryl Dinolfo voted 

earlier this morning. Dinolfo is a former attorney who‟s been county clerk for the last 11 years. 

Dinolfo says she‟d do things differently from Maggie Brooks, she would do away with 

controversial local development corporations that handle some county business. Sandra Frankel 

also got out and voted early this morning. This is Frankel‟s second run for county executive. In 

2011, she lost to the Republican incumbent, Maggie Brooks by 14 points. But that was then. 

Frankel says she put that behind her long ago and she‟s staying positive this time around. And 

Green Party candidate for Monroe County Executive, Rajesh Barnabas cast his vote this morning 

at the Brighton Town Hall on Elmwood Avenue. Barnabus will be keeping an eye on the election 

results at Taste of Ethiopia Restaurant over on State Street in Rochester. The polls will remain 

open until 9pm. Voter turnout is typically lighter when it is not a presidential year. Right now in 



Monroe County, 14 percent of voters have voted as of 2:30pm this afternoon. We‟ll have all the 

results from elections right here on News 8 at 11. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/4/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Only twelve votes separate the two candidates looking to be Geneva‟s next 

mayor. As it stands, longtime city councilmember and Democratic candidate Jackie Augustine 

has 1213 votes compared to Mayor Ron Alcock‟s 1201. The Ontario County Board of Elections 

says that the race is going to come down to the 179 absentee ballots and any affidavit ballots they 

can count. The board of elections will count the absentee ballots next Tuesday. 

 

 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/4/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: It was a tough election for Democrats in Monroe County. The Democrats 

district attorney candidate, Candice Baker Leit, only served as a place holder and admittedly 

didn‟t campaign for the job. Mayor Lovely Warren also didn‟t endorse fellow Democrat Sandra 

Frankel for the office of county executive. The Democrats also lost a seat on the county 

legislature. Some wonder why Rochester‟s mayor didn‟t do more to get out the Democratic vote. 

Warren said, “It‟s time that we may need to come together and regroup and talk about where we 

go as a party in our future.” Political Science Professor Tim Kneeland said, “She sent a message 

of the coherence of the Democratic Party. By having Lovely Warren absent for a county 

executive, right? It seemed a little strange and sort of left the impression of a Democratic Party in 

disarray.” Political experts say a Warren endorsement for Frankel would‟ve effected voter 

turnout in the city. However, they won‟t say whether it would‟ve impacted the outcome of the 

race. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/10/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: If you were ever in doubt whether your vote matters in an election, look no 

further than the city of Geneva. One week after the election, there‟s a clear winner in the race for 

mayor. Today‟s ballot counting resulted in Republican Ron Alcock, the incumbent, winning the 

election. On the night of the election, Jackie Augustine was actually up by 12 votes. But after 

absentee ballots and affidavit votes were counted today, Alcock not only caught up, but took the 

lead by 14 votes. These numbers are unofficial, but both candidates are recognizing Alcock as 

the winner in the race for mayor. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/10/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: Earlier tonight Maggie Brooks presented her final budget as Monroe 

County Executive. She detailed the 2016 proposed budget before the Monroe County 

Legislature. Brooks says this year, operating budget spending was cut by 5 million dollars, 

totaling just under 99.2 million. The property tax rate will remain the same as last year, 8.99 per 

one thousand dollars assessed. Brooks said, “We never dreamed that we would be standing here 



presenting a 12
th

 budget and so I‟m very proud of the fact that not only are we presenting a 12
th

 

budget to taxpayers, but that we honored commitments that we made at the beginning.” Carrie 

Andrews, a Democratic County Legislator said, “I applaud the county executive for keeping the 

tax rate flat, but what that really means is that taxes are increasing in other parts of the budget 

just like they have every year in her tenure.” Andrews is referencing the chargebacks that many 

of you will find on your tax bill. According to Brooks, the county has also been able to close a 22 

million dollar gap by reducing spending without cutting any quality of life services. 

 

Program Title: CBS News: Democratic Presidential Debate Date: 11/14/15 

Time: 9pm Duration of Segment: 2 hours 

Detailed Description: Live coverage of the 2016 Democratic presidential debate, featuring 

candidates Hillary Clinton, Bernie Sanders and Martin O‟Malley.  Principal Moderator: John 

Dickerson.  Panelists: Nancy Cordes, CBS News Congressional Correspondent; Kevin Cooney, 

anchor, KCCI-TV, Des Moines, Iowa; Kathie Obradovich, political columnist, Des Moines 

Register. Origination: Drake University, Iowa.  Correspondent Major Garrett discusses the 

response to the debate on Twitter. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/14/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: The Democratic presidential candidates squared off just moments ago in a 

televised debate from the key state of Iowa. Candidates Hillary Clinton, Bernie Sanders and 

Martin O‟Malley answering questions tonight about terrorism after Friday‟s deadly attacks in 

Paris. The debate put the candidates on the spot over national security and their plans to fight the 

Islamic State. The attacks that killed 129 people and injured more than 350 others, have the 

potential to reshape the U.S. presidential race, placing an emphasis on issues of national security, 

border control and counterterrorism.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/14/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: ISIS has claimed responsibility for the Paris attacks, the group posted a 

message to its platforms calling the attacks “the first of the storm.” RIT anti-terrorism professor, 

Robert Gerace, reminds us terrorism can happen anywhere. It is an attack on innocent people 

who are carrying out their normal routines. It is intended to create acts of violence which provide 

a destabilization of the economy and create fear among the people for political purposes. Gerace 

said, “The terrorists are trying to disrupt our way of life. Our stability. Our stable economy and 

so forth. My suggestion for fellow Rochesterians is to go to work next week. And do a really, 

really good job. And keep our economy strong. That‟s what the terrorists are seeking to disrupt. 

And the second thing is, if you see something, say something.” Gerace says Paris was a prime 

target for this type of activity because it fits the mold of a soft target, a popular, populous city, 

with little to no security at the points of attack. The Islamic Center of Rochester says it too is 

horrified by the attacks in Paris. Its president Sareer Fazili says acts like the one carried out 

Friday in Paris are strictly prohibited in Islam and will not be tolerated. Fazili called the attackers 

“monsters” and said their actions do not reflect the teachings of Islam. 

 

Program Title: Face the Nation Date: 11/15/15 

Time: 10:30am Duration of Segment: 3:00 



Detailed Description: Guests including Jamelle Bouie, Peggy Noonan, Nancy Cordes, discussed 

the previous night‟s Democratic Presidential debate.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/17/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: It‟s after the election season. So we‟re not used to seeing campaign ads 

running on TV now. But you may have seen some featuring Rochester Mayor Lovely Warren. 

According to a “Friends of Lovely Warren” representative, the ads are meant to demonstrate the 

progress being made in areas like job creation, public safety and education. One ad focuses on 

economic development and public safety. The other on education and an increase in affordable 

housing. Gary Rogers co-chairs Warren‟s campaign finance committee. He says these have 

nothing to do with running for higher office. And everything to do with highlighting the good 

being done under Warren‟s administration. Rogers said, “She wants clarity. There‟s an 

information overload. So it‟s really important that she communicates her message and especially 

in regards to jobs, public safety and education.” So what about the timing of these ads? Rogers 

says they chose not to run them during the political season because this isn‟t about politics. It‟s 

about the community. By the way, no taxpayer dollars are being used for these TV spots. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/17/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: Republican Gates Town Supervisor Mark Assini announced a second run 

for the 25
th

 congressional seat. That will pit him against the Democratic incumbent Louise 

Slaughter. Last year Assini came within a thousand votes of upsetting Slaughter, who‟s serving 

her 15
th

 term in Congress. Tonight Assini told us why he believes he‟ll win this time around. He 

said, “We have a ground swell of support even during the end of last campaign the support that 

was coming from the grassroots, from the people was overwhelming. In fact, if we had had 

another week, I‟m confident we would have made up those votes and then some.” Representative 

Slaughter has already announced she will run again. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/17/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Governor Cuomo has taken a stance on the Syrian refugee controversy. 

While speaking at Harvard today, he said states have no authority to decide which refugees are 

allowed, adding even if they did, they should not refuse refugees from Syria. Cuomo attributed 

the outcry from several governors and Republican presidential candidates to an election season, 

what he called the silly season. Meanwhile, Rochester Mayor Lovely Warren maintained her 

opposition to refusing Syrian refugees. She said, “To discriminate and to say you are a Syrian 

refugee you are not allowed to come to this country to have a safe haven even to children as 

young as five, it‟s wrong.” 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/20/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The House of Representatives voted yesterday to place restrictions on 

Syrian refugees entering the U.S. Representative Louise Slaughter broke rank and voted yes on 

this bill. One of the co-sponsors of that bill is Representative Tom Reed. He says the additional 

screening is needed now more than ever. The bill will eventually take to the Senate floor in the 



near future. When that time comes, Senator Kirsten Gillibrand feels it will not have nearly 

enough bipartisan support. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 11/23/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Some sex offenders may soon be allowed off the New York State sex 

offender registry. A law enacted in 1996 says level one offenders only have to register for 20 

years. That law is set to expire January 1
st
. The only way to keep all level one sex offenders on 

the registry, would be if the Assembly speaker called for a special session before January first to 

re-enact the law. 

 

 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/23/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: So what is the refugee bill? It‟s actually called the Safe Act. Supporters say 

it‟s designed to protect Americans. Opponents say it does no such thing and punishes refugees 

instead. The bill‟s wording can be taken a few ways, but many believe it stops a federal program 

that has re-settled Syrian refugees for years. The White House claims Syrian refugees are the 

most vetted of any group that arrives in the United States. It‟s a process that currently takes 18 to 

24 months and begins with a referral from the United Nations Human Rights Council. The 

council conducts in-depth interviews, home country reference checks and biological screening 

such as iris scans and finger prints. The U.S. government then performs its own intensive 

screening process, one that includes consultation from nine different government agencies 

including the departments of state and homeland security, the FBI and the Department of 

Defense. They meet weekly to review a refugee‟s case file, and determine if and where in the 

U.S. a refugee should be placed. But critics say that vetting is not enough. The Republican led 

House wrote a bill called The Safe Act. It would require the director of the FBI and of Homeland 

Security to personally certify each person being admitted has been fully vetted and confident 

they pose no threat. Something that the White House says is impossible and only serves to keep 

Syrian refugees out of the country. It passed the House anyway last Thursday. Senate Democrats 

say they‟ll block this bill and, if they fail, President Obama says he‟ll veto it. The bill is expected 

to be put on the Senate calendar sometime after Thanksgiving. Democrat Louise Slaughter and 

Republican Chris Collins, Tom Reed and John Katko all voted in favor of the so-called Safe Act. 

There will be a protest against this bill tomorrow evening in front of the federal building in 

Rochester. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 11/25/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: More controversy tonight over the proposed pay raise for the Monroe 

County Sheriff. He has asked for $40,000 more per year, but he will not be interviewed by the 

lawmakers who make the decision. Yesterday, Democrats on the compensation committee asked 

to interview Sheriff Patrick O‟Flynn about his responsibilities. But the committee chairman, a 

Republican, said no. Democrats say the committee is a back-door way to give O‟Flynn, also a 

Republican, the raise he has long asked for. O‟Flynn makes $136,000 a year, but two years ago, 



asked for a $37,000 raise. The commission is expected to come up with a recommendation by the 

end of the year. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 11/30/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Sheldon Silver walked into court this morning appearing confident. Bu this 

afternoon, two and a half days of deliberations ended and the former Assembly speaker left the 

courtroom in shame. In the end, Silver was found guilty on all seven counts in his federal 

corruption trial, including: 2 counts of honest services fraud, 2 counts of extortion, 1 count of 

money laundering. Silver was accused of receiving nearly four million dollars in kickbacks and 

misusing his public office for personal gain. Vin Bonventre, a law professor in Albany said 

appealing the verdict might prove difficult. He said, “All the prosecution‟s got to convince the 

appellate court is that some rational person on the planet could have found Sheldon Silver guilty. 

It‟s a terrible standard. It‟s a pretty worthless standard and virtually no defendants who are 

convicted get off on appeals under that standard.” Sheldon Silver he faces up to 130 years in 

prison. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 12/4/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The push is on again to pass an ethics reform package when New York 

lawmakers return in January. On Monday, former Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver was 

convicted of federal corruption charges. Meantime, the former Senate Majority Leader Dean 

Skelos is on trial for corruption. The head of the Senate‟s independent Democratic conference 

says he‟s introduced legislation before on campaign finance reform, but has been unsuccessful. 

State Senator Jeff Klein said, “We need to redouble our efforts to try to get it done but I think 

right now even more important than campaign finance reform is banning outside income.” Klein 

says a full time legislature may help eliminate any conflict of interests that arise from outside 

work. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/4/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The state Assembly held a committee hearing today on initiatives to create 

jobs like the Buffalo Billion and Start Up New York. Empire State Development says more than 

140 businesses have been expanded or located in New York since Start Up New York was 

created in 2014. Those businesses promised more than 3,800 new jobs. But one local lawmaker, 

Harry Bronson of Assembly District 138, questions if the numbers are accurate. He said, “My 

concern is that we‟re not getting the sufficient reporting that we need to see if the taxpayer 

dollars we‟re spending are translating into jobs for the families of New York.” Empire State 

Development expects to have updated job numbers in April. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 4pm Date: 12/8/15 

Time: 4pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Donald Trump has sparked outrage from other Republicans and Democrats 

following his call to ban Muslims from entering the U.S. Trump says the move is necessary to 

prevent more terrorist attacks on the homeland. His critics say it‟s unconstitutional. Local 

Muslims in Rochester are very upset with Trump‟s comments. Some going as far to say it‟s hard-



fisted attack on their entire population. The Islamic Center of Rochester‟s Board President Sareer 

Fazili says Trump‟s comments tell American Muslims they are clearly not wanted in this 

country. He calls the anti-Muslim comments unconstitutional – though he does not feel they will 

be last. Fazili says Trump‟s comments are political based and he tried to reach the lowest 

common denominator. Though trying to ban a whole religious group from our country is 

criminal. Sareer said, “With statements like this, they‟re meant to inflame passions. The 

American public is not going to fall for these kind of antics, whether you‟re a presidential 

candidate or an average Joe, I have no doubt in that.” 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/8/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The Monroe County Legislature approved another big pay raise for the 

Monroe County Sheriff. Sheriff Patrick O‟Flynn‟s salary will jump about 13,000 dollars to just 

under $150,000 in 2017. That‟s about the same increase he received a few years ago. If he wins 

reelection, his pay will climb to $174,000. Democrats called the move unnecessary and the 

process used to push through the raise a sham. Republican claim the raise is deserved. One 

Republican voted against the bump. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/9/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: A Rochester City councilman is questioning why the city pays for police 

services at the Jazz Festival. City council will vote next week on providing $68,000 to cover 

police costs for the festival, on top of $175,000 dollars in subsidies. Most festivals and events get 

charged full-price for police. Councilor Adam McFadden sees unfairness here. A city spokesman 

said the city is willing to discuss police services with council, but points out the Jazz Festival is a 

great event for the community. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/11/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The former state Senator Majority Leader was found guilty of federal 

corruption charges today. Dean Skelos was convicted of using his position to get cash and jobs 

for his son, Adam. This is the second New York law maker to be convicted for federal corruption 

charges in two weeks. The other was Sheldon Silver. Now some local law makers are demanding 

change. Assembly Minority Leader Brian Kolb says there needs to be ethics reform, especially 

when it comes to the state budget. Kolb also wants term limits for all offices. Others aren‟t sure 

reform will do anything. Bill Nojay said, “This culture of corruption is so deeply ingrained in 

this culture of this legislature and this governor it would take a wholesale sweeping of the broom 

of getting out pretty much half of the legislatures to have a change of culture.” Dean Skelos is 

the most recent New York politician awaiting sentencing. And with the legislature meeting again 

in January. It‟s up to law makers to see if ethics reform will be a top priority. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 12/11/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Because of the growing photonics industry here, many say it‟s time to take 

a closer look at gender bias in the sciences. Otherwise, Rochester could see a brain drain of 

female scientists, researchers and doctors. Congresswoman Louise Slaughter requested a study 



by the government accountability office back in 2013 to look at gender bias in Stem research. 

The study found that less women are applying for research grants, and women are receiving less 

money towards Stem research. Slaughter said, “We can‟t afford to misuse, or do away with, half 

the brain power in the United States because it is a gender issue. We‟ve got to get so far behind 

that. We are falling behind that. We are falling so far behind internationally in so many fields, 

science being one of them.” The study also found the NIH and DOD fail to conduct Title XI 

compliance reviews of the universities they fund to make sure gender bias is addressed in their 

research programs. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 12/15/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 

Detailed Description: Governor Andrew Cuomo said he wasn‟t aware of any possible parole 

reform, but he did say he would be open to it. State Senator Joe Robach has sponsored a bill that 

would make it mandatory for inmates to serve at least 80 percent of their prison sentence before 

they‟re eligible for parole. Current law say san inmate must serve two thirds of their sentence. He 

believes that will dramatically reduce the number of crimes committed by parolees. He says 

parole officers are already stretched too thin. We should note that parolee arrests in Monroe 

County are dropping. According to the state‟s criminal justice services, in 2005, there were 600 

parolees arrested which made up 3.5% of total arrests. That‟s compared to 545 in 2013 and 441 

in 2014. Robach‟s bill passed the Senate last year. Bu tit didn‟t make it to the floor for a vote in 

the Assembly. He says that isn‟t stopping him from pushing the measure again in the New Year. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/21/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description: A young Brighton resident is running for Congress. 26-year-old Brandon 

Kirshner, a graduate of RIT and a current medical student, is running as an Independent in the 

25
th

 Congressional District. Kirshner is no stranger to News 8. We interviewed him as part of his 

effort to help in the Rochester Monroe Anti-Poverty Initiative. The 25
th

 district seat is currently 

held by Democrat Louise Slaughter. Republican Gates Town Supervisor Mark Assini is also 

running. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 12/21/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Governor Cuomo has pardoned hundreds of people convicted of crimes as 

teens. The executive action will affect people who were convicted of non-violent crimes when 

they were 16 or 17 years old. In order to be pardoned, people have to remain crime free for ten 

years. This program is the first of its kind in the nation. It aims to reduce barriers to college, 

housing and job opportunities. The pardons will not expunge a person‟s criminal record. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/23/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Maggie Brooks has a new job tonight. When she leaves her longtime role 

as Monroe County Executive, Brooks will head over to the Regional Transit Service. The CEO 

of RTS says the job wasn‟t created especially for Brooks, as many suspected. He says they 

interviewed many people for the job, and she was the best fit. Brooks will fill the newly-created 

position of vice-president of strategic initiatives at the Transit Authority. The job pays $114,000 



a year. She currently earns $120,000. The Transit Authority is controlled by the Republican run 

county government. Other high-level officials in Brooks‟ administration have landed there in 

recent years. CEO of RTS Bill Carpenter said Brooks is a good fit for the job, which will involve 

reaching out to the community. Brooks‟s appointment sparked immediate allegations of 

cronyism. Maggie Brooks; communications director, Justin Feasil, also got a job at RTS as a 

purchasing manager. Brooks has served for 12 years as county executive. She could not run 

again because of term limits. Her last day as county executive is December 31. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 12/28/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: There‟s a call tonight for politicians to give back money they received 

from a New York City real estate firm. Glenwood Management was at the heart of the criminal 

convictions of former state Senator Dean Skelos and Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver. The 

company has donated thousands to the campaigns of our local reps in Albany. Glenwood 

Management makes these campaign donations mainly through various limited liability 

companies. In New York State, there‟s no limit on how much LLC‟s can donate to politicians. It 

was revealed during the trials of Sheldon Silver and Dean Skelos that Glenwood used campaign 

cash to influence both men. In the Rochester area, Democrat Assemblyman Joe Robach has 

received $18,200 since 2012. Republican State Senator Joe Robach has received $17,500. And 

Republican State Senator Mike Nozzolio has received $12,500. Good-Government groups are 

calling on politicians to return the money or explain why they won‟t. Blair Horner of NYPIRG 

said, “If you‟re an elected official it‟s certainly our view they should be giving the money back, 

this sort of tainted source or explaining to the voters why they shouldn‟t. This company is 

unique. It‟s not like any other donor under New York state law. These individuals and companies 

have been involved in an unbelievable series of scandals in Albany.” Senator Robach‟s campaign 

told us the donations are legal. We haven‟t heard back from Morelle and Nozzolio. Governor 

Cuomo has received more than a million dollars from Glenwood and said he‟s not returning the 

money and hasn‟t been influenced by the donations. Meantime, the mayors of New York and 

Syracuse say they won‟t take any Glenwood cash.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/29/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: The village of Lyons will officially dissolve this week. The move means a 

tax savings for residents, but also the elimination of its police department and a consolidation of 

duplicate services with the town of Lyons. The dissolution is expected to result in a 60-62% tax 

savings for village residents. A 7% savings for those who live in the town. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 12/30/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Rochester‟s mayor says 2015 was a good year for the city. According to 

Lovely Warren, the biggest highlights of the last year were: Rochester getting the photonics 

institute, a 500 million dollar award from Albany and the creation of the anti-poverty initiative. 

The mayor says she won‟t grade her own performance as she reaches the mid-point of her first 

term in office. But voters will get a chance to do that in 2017. Warren said, “When I started this I 

said I want to leave the city of Rochester better than when I found it. And I believe that we will. 

And we are doing that. But it‟s going to take some time and I think that another term will help 



with that so I plan on running again in two years.” The mayor says in the coming year she‟ll 

focus on improving neighborhood commercial corridors and creating small businesses to fill 

storefronts. 

 

Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WROC-TV broadcast 

public service announcements related to the following issues:  

 

Community – Children Awaiting Parents adoption, pet adoption 

Crime Prevention - Drugged/Drunk/Distracted Driving Prevention, Train Track Safety, Internet 

Safety, National Guard Recruitment, Catherine‟s Peace Team 

Economy –Habitat for Humanity apply for a home 

Education -  Common Core Support, Student School Attendance Outreach, Junior Achievement 

Environment - Explore Nature 

Health -  Flu Prevention, local cancer services, organ donation, Open Door Mission Code Blue 

pack donation, healthy eating, holiday Lottery age limits, support for abuse victims, help for 

people caring for Alzheimer‟s patients, Visionworks vision help 

 


