
WROC-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 

1Q 2015 – January, 1 – March 31, 2015 

 
WROC-TV’s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant 

treatment of the following issues that were important to the community in the 1st quarter of 

2015: 

 

Crime/Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Education 

Environment 

Health 

Politics 

Veteran Services 

 

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community 

issues: 

 

Local: 

Program Day Time 

News 8 at Sunrise 5&6am  Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00 am 

News 8 at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30 pm 

News 8 at 4  Monday-Friday 4:00-4:30pm 

News 8 at 5  Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30pm 

News 8 at 5:30  Monday-Friday 5:30-6:00pm 

News 8 at 6 Monday-Sunday 6:00-6:30 pm 

News 8 at 11 Monday-Sunday 11:00-11:35 pm 

 

All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of news, 

weather, sports, lifestyle programming focusing on current issues and events.   

 

National: 

Program Day Time 

CBS Evening News Monday-Sunday 6:30-7:00pm 

 A daily evening broadcast featuring news reports, feature stories and interviews by CBS 

News correspondents and reporters covering events across world.  

 

60 Minutes Sunday 7:00-8:00pm 

 60 Minutes is a weekly news program that includes investigative reports, interviews, 

feature segments and profiles of people in the news. 

 

Face the Nation Sunday 11:00am-12:00pm 

 In this interview and discussion broadcast, with the topics determined by news events of 

the week, Bob Schieffer interviews principal newsmaker guests. Also featured is a roundtable 

discussion, followed by Schieffer's award-winning commentary. 

  



 

CBS Sunday Morning Sunday 9-10:30am 

A news broadcast reviewing events of the preceding week, celebrating human 

accomplishments and achievements and journeying through the world of fine art, music, nature, 

sports, science and Americana. 

 

48 Hours Saturday 10-11pm 

 This CBS News magazine goes behind the headlines to investigate baffling crimes and 

compelling real-life dramas with journalistic integrity and cutting-edge style. 

 

Syndicated: 

Program Day Time 

Dr. Oz  Monday-Friday 10:00-11:00am 

 Dr. Oz is considered to be the most trusted voice on television and has the remarkable 

capacity to connect emotionally to millions of people both in person and through a multitude of 

media channels. It is Dr. Oz’s mission to spread his message of leading a happier, healthier, and 

more fulfilling life. Dr. Oz encourages people to take control of their own health through simple 

lifestyle changes and provides easy, smart tools people can use every day to achieve long-term 

positive health results. 

 

Crime/Law Enforcement – topics covered under this issue include: Violent crimes and non-

violent crimes. Police and community efforts to fight crime. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/7/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: For the first time we are learning what Dr. William Lewek told police after 

the body of a missing man was found buried in his backyard. Last January, Matthew Straton's 

body was found in Dr. Lewek's backyard on Rowley Street in Rochester. Straton had been 

reported missing the previous October. Lewek is facing charges of drug possession and 

tampering with evidence. Today a court hearing was held to determine what evidence is 

admissible at trial. Investigators testified it took three visits to Lewek's home before he admitted 

he buried Straton. Investigators say the doctor took them to his backyard and pointed out the 

exact location. Police say Lewek told police Straton overdosed on drugs at his house. They 

testified they were led to Lewek's house based on records that showed phone calls between 

Lewek and Straton it's not known exactly how Straton died. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/9/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Today is national Law Enforcement Appreciation Day. Many people 

turned out to a rally in Gates to support police officers. The event was organized to counter 

protests of police shootings across the country, and the recent murders of two New York City 

police officers. This was the first rally of its kind. Organizers hope to make it an annual event. 

 

 

 

 



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/10/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: It's been two years since New York State enacted the strictest gun laws in 

the nation. The law was put into effect shortly after the Sandy Hook school shooting. Now, 

there's been renewed activity among Republican state lawmakers who want to repeal New York's 

Safe Act. Pittsford Assemblyman Bill Nojay is just one GOP party member still promising a 

fight, while Senator Phil Boyle of Suffolk County just sponsored a bill allowing owners to more 

bullets in their gun magazines. The Safe Act has reduced the number of bullets allowed in a gun 

to seven, but lawsuits and appeals have pushed that number back up to 10. Last week a federal 

judge ruled the Safe Act's 7 bullet limit unconstitutional, but it still upheld it's expanded assault 

weapons ban. It's something that gives owner a hope for change. Some of the groups who've 

filed lawsuits include the New York State Rifle and Pistol Association, the NRA, and the Second 

Amendment Foundation. It may ultimately take the U.S. Supreme Court decision to settle the 

question of what's constitutional. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/10/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: The widow of Rochester Police Officer Daryl Pierson was there today for a 

pre-trial hearing, for the man accused of killing her husband. Thomas Johnson the third is 

accused of shooting and killing Officer Pierson during a foot chase last September. Just before 

the chase, Pierson and his partner had stopped a car Johnson was riding in for traffic violations. 

Johnson's attorney wants most of the charges against his client reduced. In addition, he's asking 

that no uniformed police officers be allowed to sit in  the courtroom during the trial. Defense 

attorney Jim Hinman said, "The point is it impacts the jurors. It impacts and affects their 

deliberation. If they are asked to decide a very close point and they know that just by coming 

back with a decision they're going to disappoint a hundred police officers who are sitting in 

uniform in the courtroom, it' s gonna be harder for them to do that." DA Sandra Doorley said, 

"This is an open courtroom. I think they should be allowed just to come in and support the 

Pierson family and support their brothers and sisters in law enforcement. Officer Pierson's 

widow Amy said, "I have faith in the justice system as my husband did so I'm not intimidated by 

that..." At the time of the shooting, Johnson was wanted for parole violations. If the charges 

against Johnson are reduced and he's found guilty, it could mean he would be eligible for parole. 

The judge has not yet made a decision. Johnson is due back in court next Tuesday. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/20/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: A judge is deciding if the charges will stand against the man accused of 

killing a Rochester police officer. Thomas Johnson the Third is accused of shooting and killing 

Officer Daryl Pierson after a brief chase in September. In court today, Johnson's attorney 

requested the aggravated murder charge against his client be reduced because he said, there was 

no probable cause for police to chase Johnson. The district attorney argues the opposite, and said 

Pierson had every right to pursue Johnson. Meantime, Pierson's widow Amy attended the hearing 

holding a locket that contains pictures of her children, and a replica of her husband's badge. 

Johnson wants his charge reduced from aggravated murder to murder. He also wants his trial 

moved out of Monroe County. Johnson's trial is scheduled to begin in April. 

 



Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/28/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 

Detailed Description: The Rochester Coalition for Police Reform wants police body cameras 

rolling at all times. The group is made up of local pastors.  Today they gave city council a list of 

recommendations for the RPD. With rare exception, the coalition wants officers to record any 

and all encounters with the public. Rochester police will roll out a police body camera program 

over the next year and a half. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/29/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:40 

Detailed Description: There's been a lot in the news recently about police community relations. 

Now you can help celebrate the men and women who put the needs of others before themselves 

every day. You are invited to the Policeman's Ball. It's presented by the Badge of Honor Society. 

The Badge of Honor Association is a non-profit. They raise money for police officers killed in 

the line of duty throughout Western and Central New York. The Ball is February 21st at the 

Rochester Riverside Convention Center. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/5/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: There are questions tonight about how a Monroe County jail inmate could 

have been beaten to death while in custody. Two other inmates now face charges. 19-year-olds 

Tra'shawn Bell and Darren Bridges pleaded not guilty today in court. They are accused of killing 

38-year-old Pedro Sanchez. The sheriff's department says Sanchez was taken to the hospital after 

a fight on Sunday. He was discharged but returned on Monday. He died later that day. The 

sheriff's department says there was not prior problems between the inmates and that fights in jail 

are fairly common. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/5/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: State police are looking for more victims who might have been spied on by 

a Victor business owner. 47-year-old Glen Siembor owns Tri Running and Walking in the 

village of Victor. Police say he took pictures of a minor changing in a dressing room. The store 

sells shoes and athletic apparel. Police say Siembor hid a surveillance camera. They seized 24 

cameras with thousands of pictures and videos. They believe there are other victims. Siembor is 

free after posting bail. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/6/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: The Rochester Police Union has some concerns over the city's plan to 

reorganize the police department. The city will go from two patrol sections to five sections. But 

the city only plans to operate out of three offices. The union says that defeats the whole purpose 

of the reorganization - to bring police closer to the community. The plan is supposed to go into 

effect in a few weeks, but the union hasn't signed off. 

 

 

 



Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/10/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: A young man from Pittsford is under arrest for allegedly killing his father. 

And some believe he was protecting his mother. 19-year-old Charlie Tan was arraigned today on 

second degree murder charges. According to court paperwork, Tan shot his father inside their 

home on Coach Side Lane in Pittsford last night. The sheriff's office confirms they'd responded 

to the home multiple times for domestic calls. Charlie Tan is being held at the Monroe County 

Jail. He's due back in court later this week. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/17/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The FBI isn't giving up on finding the killer of a woman who was recently 

identified in a cold case from 1979. Investigators announced just a few weeks ago that the Jane 

Doe found on the side of the road in Livingston County was actually Tammy Jo Alexander. Now 

35 years after her murder, they're hoping new billboards will help generate a lead on her killer. 

The FBI's billboards are digital and will be shown in 13 different states. They show Tammy Jo's 

picture with the number 1-800-CALL-FBI. Right now, investigators are narrowing down several 

new leads that have come from all over the country. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/17/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: Tonight Rochesterians got a chance to ask questions about a plan to reform 

New York's juvenile justice system. The Center for Youth hosted an information session tonight 

on Governor Cuomo's plan to "Raise the Age." The proposed legislation aims to increase the age 

teens are charged as adults when they commit a crime. New York is one of only two states that 

the day you turn 16 you're automatically charged as an adult for every crime regardless of the 

severity. Beth Powers of the Children's Defense Fund New York said, "That is harmful to youth 

and it doesn't work, it's harmful to public safety. So young people are exposed to really harsh 

conditions in adult jails and prisons at age 16 and you suffer life-long consequences." Under the 

proposal the age of automatic adult criminal responsibility would change from 16 to 18 years old 

in 2018. The legislation is included as part of the governor's budget for next year. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/18/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Federal prosecutors have broken up what they call a large sex trafficking 

ring based in Rochester. Seven people are under arrest. Prosecutors say there are nine victims. 

Seven of them are minors as young at 14 years old - and some were targeted through social 

media. According to the criminal complaint, one suspect waited for young girls outside women's 

shelters and the department of social services. Prosecutors say the suspects lived with the victims 

in hotels and houses around Rochester. U.S. Attorney William Hochul said the victims were 

taken from the Rochester area to different parts of New  York and even New Jersey to perform 

the sex acts. If convicted, the suspects face a minimum of 10 years in prison for each victim. 

 

 

 

 



Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/19/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: A 14-month-old baby remains in the hospital and the baby's father is under 

arrest. 25-year-old Nikey Hall is accused of assaulting his daughter Nykira. He pleaded not 

guilty in court. According to court documents, Nykira suffered blunt force trauma to the head 

causing a severe skull fracture and massive bleeding. The baby was rushed to Strong Hospital 

where she underwent emergency surgery. Nykira has been in the hospital ever since. Right now 

she's in satisfactory condition at Strong. Her father remains in custody. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/19/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: Rochester police  unveiled the city's crime statistics for 2014, and it 

revealed a mixed bag of good and bad news. First, the good news. Compared to 2013, violent 

crimes dropped 17 percent. The homicide rate dropped 19 percent. And arrests have been made 

in 27 out of the 32 homicides committed last year. The bad news is reported rapes increased 28 

percent. And motor vehicle thefts increased 11 percent. The chief says he's proud of the 

department's progress, but there's still more work to be done. Both the police chief and the mayor 

say the statistics show how well the police and community are working together to solve crimes. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/20/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: William Lewek admitted today he hid the body of Matthew Straton in his 

backyard. The psychiatrist pleaded guilty to tampering with evidence. Lewek hid Straton's body 

in his backyard for weeks in the fall of 2013. Police say Lewek told them the pair had been doing 

drugs and Straton overdosed and Lewek panicked. Lewek faces a maximum of 1 and a third to 

four years in prison. The plea deal spares the family a painful trial and brings closure, but they 

still have questions about what happened. Lewek will remain free on bail until his sentencing in 

April. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/22/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:40 

Detailed Description: In Livingston County, law enforcement is leaving no stone unturned to 

keep residents safe. Livingston County has made monitoring sex offenders a top priority. The 

law requires offenders to report where they live. The sheriff is going beyond that. The Livingston 

County District Attorney Greg McCaffrey said, "They also do periodic 30 day checks of all our 

sex offenders which is not required by the statue but it's just something our sheriff has chosen to 

do to be pro-active." Livingston County is also going to the heart of where investigators say sex 

offenders prey on children - social media. Under state law, sex offenders must provide, in 

writing, all internet service providers, internet screen names and email addresses. That includes 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and even X-boxes. Not registering is a felony. Investigator Dan 

Rittenhouse spends a lot of time checking what sex offenders are doing online. Right now, 

Livingston County is prosecuting five sex offenders for violating internet rules. Because of their 

vigilance, the sheriff says he believes fewer sex offenders now want to live in Livingston 

County. The sheriff and the DA believe they are on the right track. In the past year, around 30 

sex offenders have either moved out or have been re-arrested. 

 



 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/24/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: The Rochester Police Officers union is trying to block a major 

reorganization of the department. It would create five police sections. At issues is the city's plan 

to only have three physical offices for those five sections. The union says this makes the 

reorganization no different from the two sections the city has now, and only having three offices 

defeats the purpose of trying to bring police closer to residents. The reorganization is supposed to 

start March 30th. The union has filed a complaint with the public employment relations board. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/24/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Gates police say a woman shot and killed her fiancé as a result of domestic 

violence last evening. 49-year-old Ronna Nary is charged with second degree murder. Police 

found 61-year-old Dennis Perks shot once in the chest inside the couple's home on Cole Avenue. 

He died later at the hospital. Police say Perks and Nary had been engaged for two years, but just 

last month, officers responded to a domestic violence call. Since December there have been four 

domestic violence killings in Monroe County. In 2012, our community was rocked when College 

at Brockport freshman Alex Kogut was murdered by her boyfriend in her dorm. Just yesterday, 

New York State unveiled its "Enough is Enough" campaign to stop domestic violence on college 

campuses. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/27/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description: New developments in the case against a Pittsford teen accused of killing 

his father. We've learned Charlie Tan has been indicted by a grand jury on a charge of murder. 

Tan is accused of shooting his father, Jim, inside their home in Pittsford. According to the 

indictment, Jim Tan was killed sometime between February 5th and the 9th. Tan's lawyer said he 

and his mother were abused by Jim Tan. Police have been called to the house numerous times. 

Friends have raised thousands of dollars for Tan's defense. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 4pm Date: 3/2/15 

Time: 4pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: It's the first time New York prison guards have ever been charged with 

beating an inmate. And today, three former Attica Corrections Officers pleaded guilty to a lesser 

charge. The three correctional officers charged with severely beating an inmate at the Attica 

Correctional Facility in August of 2011 will not spend any jail time after agreeing to a plea deal 

earlier today the three plead guilty to a count of official misconduct which will not require jail 

time, they were also forced to resign from their jobs. The Wyoming County District Attorney 

says he's pleased with the deal. Saying he's happy these men will never be working in prisons 

any longer. The DA also spoke of the change a case like this should bring. He believes the 

arbitration process between the union and state should be more open, and feels the correctional 

officers union should be more open, and feels the correctional officers union should only be 

allowed to select from a pool of arbitrators. The DA and his team are also asking for more 

cameras in the prison. The Wyoming County DA says he spoke with George Williams today, the 

inmate who was beaten in 2011. He says he is content with today's news. 



 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/3/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Rochester's mayor is calling on Rochester clergy for help. She's asking for 

their input on the Rochester Police Department reorganization. The mayor's proposing to replace 

the two division patrol system with a five section model. Mayor Lovely Warren and Rochester 

Police Chief Michael Ciminelli discussed plans to move the proposal forward today. That 

includes involving Rochester's faith community in the process. They say no one knows 

Rochester's neighborhoods and their needs better than area churches. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/5/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Charles Tan is free on bail tonight. The 19 year old is accused of shooting 

his father in their Pittsford home last month. Today, he pleaded not guilty to second degree 

murder charges. The charges stem from February, when he allegedly shot his father with a 

shotgun after a long history of domestic violence in the family. His arraignment was his first 

chance to ask for bail. His lawyer asked for it to be set at $100,000. The prosecution asked for a 

half a million dollars. The judge went with $50,000 cash. The judge gave Tan conditions for his 

bond. Tan must give up his passport, he has connections in Canada and relatives in China. The 

prosecution specifically asked for this condition. Tan's defense says he has more than enough 

connections in the community to not be a flight risk. Tan must also go back to school. He was 

going to school at Cornell University, but the university says Tan isn't currently enrolled there. 

Similar to his court appearances in the past, friends came to support the 19 year old. An online 

fundraiser collected over $47,000 for tan's legal fees. It's uncertain if that money was used for his 

bail. Tan is due back in court for a motions hearing in May. His trial is scheduled for September 

14th. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/6/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Federal investigators say they've arrested a client of a large sex trafficking 

ring. 46-year-old Michael Mangione is accused of paying a 15-year-old for sex. This comes after 

the arrest last month of seven people allegedly involved in the ring. Police say teens have gotten 

victimized in this type of crime. Mangione is being held on $10,000 bail. Police don't believe 

he'll face any additional charges. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/10/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Willie Smallwood of Geneva is charged with criminal possession of a 

controlled substance after police say his 4-year-old brought a bag of cocaine to school. 

Investigators say they also found marijuana, several weapons and $10,000 cash inside 

Smallwood's home. Smallwood has been released, but police say he isn't allowed to see his two 

children and more charges may be pending. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/12/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 



Detailed Description: A Brighton man is behind bars after police say he made threats so serious - 

they prompted a lockdown of all six schools in the Churchville Chili School District. Police say 

25-year-old Joseph Lamica called the Churchville Chili School District around 9:30 am making 

threats. The district's administration acted quickly -- sending out an automated phone message to 

parents saying every school was locked down. Nothing suspicious was found inside any of the 

schools. Lamica is charged with falsely reporting an incident and making a terroristic threat. 

Both are felonies. He pleaded not guilty to all charges and is due back in court on Tuesday. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/13/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The man accused of making threats that put the Churchville-Chili School 

District in lockdown yesterday remains in police custody today. According to the felony 

complaint, the threats began around 8am. Investigators say Joseph Lamica called the district and 

threatened to "slit throats" and "huff and puff and blow the school down." The complaint also 

says Lamica implied he was on school grounds and that he better be found by lunch. Parents of 

kids in the district said this incident is a reason to be cautious. The complaint doesn't say who 

inside the district actually received the threats. Lamica has allegedly admitted he made the calls. 

But he did plead not guilty during his arraignment. He's due back in court Tuesday. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/17/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Three Greece Athena students are facing serious charges after allegedly 

recording a special needs student doing inappropriate things in the school bathroom. All of them 

are charged with endangering the welfare of a child, a misdemeanor. And one of them is facing a 

second charge of possession of a video of an obscene sexual performance by a minor which is a 

felony. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/18/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: According to police, at least 14 people across Monroe County were 

scammed out of thousands of dollars by John Valerio, a former licensed realtor. New York State 

Police and Irondequoit Police teamed up to launch an investigation after getting numerous 

complaints--dating as early as 2010. Valerio is accused of posting ads on Craigslist to sell homes 

and taking security deposits from unknowing buyers - that he would never use. Although he used 

to work out of Lamplighter Reality on West Ridge Road, he eventually shut it down and took his 

business online. Police say when buyers who gave Valerio deposits checked on status of their 

homes, he disappeared completely. Investigator Geoffrey Governor of the New York State Police 

Department said, "Mr. Valerio would end up not buying the home for continuing the 

transactions. And then the victims no longer would get their money back from Mr. Valerio." 

Police believe there are more victims in this case and want anyone who was scammed out of 

money to come forward. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/19/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: This is the second time in less than 24 hours that Timothy McKiver has 

appeared in court. Last night, he refused to answer the judge's questions so he was sent to jail for 



the night. Although he appeared agitated at times today, McKiver was arraigned in front of a 

judge. The 23 year old was asked if he wanted to be appointed a public defender in which he 

nodded yes. McKiver pleaded not guilty to all charges including loitering. Police say he rode on 

a Greece Arcadia School bus Tuesday morning and refused to get off. The more serious charges 

are from a domestic incident that happened yesterday. McKiver also pleaded not guilty to grand 

larceny, endangering the welfare of a child and harassment charges. Police would not go into 

details about the incident but an order of protection for a woman and a 2 year old for an entire 

year. during today's arraignment, McKiver's public defender stated his client has no prior 

criminal history. The judge urged McKiver to cooperate with doctors and undergo a mental 

health exam. His case will go before a grand jury on March 23. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/19/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The US Marshals Fugitive Task Force says it's caught a Rochester man 

wanted for multiple stabbings, including a 10 year old victim. Marshals say 37 year old 

Roosevelt Scott had been wanted by the Rochester Police Department since July when he 

allegedly slashed someone with a machete during a fight. Then last week, police say Scott 

stabbed a mother and her 10-year-old son inside her home. Both victims were seriously hurt and 

the woman remains in ICU at a local hospital. As for Scott, he was arrested earlier this morning 

at his apartment in Ramona Park in Rochester. He's expected to be arraigned in Rochester City 

Court tomorrow. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/20/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: According to the City of Rochester, the battle is over. The Rochester 

Police Locust Club and the city have come to an agreement on the mayor's reorganization plan.  

Mayor Lovely Warren and her staff announced Friday night that the Rochester Police 

Department will continue with her plan to break the city into five quadrants instead of two. It is 

unclear what the specifics of the agreement are, but the chief says with a deal in place everybody 

can get back to protecting the city. The City says they will release more details sometime next 

week. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/23/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: An Irondequoit police officer is on administrative leave tonight because of 

an investigation into racially charged social media posts. The police department has not named 

the officer in question because of the investigation. But they have acknowledged the racially 

insensitive posts. The police department says they pride themselves for their diversity. They also 

say this alleged racially slanted post is not reflective of their values. Tonight the chief of police 

and town supervisor released a statement. "If it is verified that this material is attributed to the 

officer in question, appropriate disciplinary action will be taken." We're told until the 

investigation is concluded this officer is on administrative leave from the department and won't 

be identified. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/24/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 



Detailed Description: A 911 center employee has been suspended for alleged social media 

comments. This comes after an Irondequoit police officers was put on administrative leave 

yesterday. The Irondequoit officer is on administrative leave while the town looks into whether 

he made racially insensitive posts on Facebook. The Rochester 911 center employee is being 

accused of reacting to those posts and also making insensitive comments.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/25/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 

Detailed Description: Concerns tonight a former daycare worker, charged with child 

pornography, may have had contact with more children. Joseph Lamica was arrested March 12th 

for making threatening phone calls that locked down the entire Churchville-Chili School District. 

After searching Lamica's home, federal prosecutors say the calls are connected to a child in the 

district Lamica baby-sat for and tried to make contact with. Today Lamica was back in federal 

court for a hearing. The complaint says Lamica took video of a 9 year old boy in a bath tub and 

held sexual conversations with another 9 year old boy. Lamica worked for several local childcare 

centers. He also advertised baby-sitting services on Craigslist and Care.com. Lamica will be back 

in federal court at the end of May. Prosecutors say it will take quite awhile to go through the 

digital evidence found on his laptops and computer hard drives. There could be more children 

involved. If you believe your child had contact with Lamica, call 911 or you can reach the 

Bivona Child Advocacy Center at 585-935-7800. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/26/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: The Secret Service says a counterfeit money operation is being run out of 

Rochester. Fake 20 dollar bills are being found across the region. They're turning up in 

restaurants and stores. Police say there's a good chance an innocent shopper could end up with 

fake money. If you think you have one of these bills, call the police.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/26/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: The Rochester Police Department has new technology to keep officers 

safe. Law enforcement have relied on the Monroe Crime Analysis Center since 2007, but now 

the center acts in real time.  Analysts can take information, put it together, and hand it off to 

responding officers or investigators.  Officials say it allows them to respond more quickly than 

ever before. The state gave the center $200,000 in grant money to get the system moved into real 

time...and now is the only real time analysis center in New York. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/31/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Tonight Federal prosecutors say a concerned parent helped stop a child 

predator. 33 year old Jason Cortese of Greece is a Rochester 911 Center operator. Today, while 

he was at work, the FBI arrested him. The case against Cortese began last year when he struck up 

an online relationship with a 12 year old girl. He's charged with knowingly attempting to entice a 

minor to engage in sexually explicit conduct for the purpose of producing a visually depiction of 

such conduct. Cortese wanted a friend's 12 year old step-daughter to take pictures of herself and 

send them to Cortese. Police say sexually explicit conversations between Cortese and the girl 



happened from May until July of 2014. That's when the girl's stepmother learned of the 

inappropriate texts and confronted Cortese. The 11 page criminal complaint shows why parents 

and guardians need to pay attention to children's electronic communications. If Cortese is found 

guilty on the charges, he could face life in prison. The minimum sentence would be five years. 

Cortese is being held pending a detention hearing. That's scheduled for Thursday morning at 

10:30. 

 

Economy – topics covered under this issue include: State budget, cost of living, job market, and 

personal finances. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/7/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: Proposals are due next week for midtown's "parcel 5." It is where Midtown 

Plaza used to stand. It's now a shovel-ready site. The city asked developers to submit proposals 

for the property. The city is expecting retail and housing. One option it hasn't ruled out is a 

performing arts center. Mayor Lovely Warren has asked the governor to fund a theater 

downtown, but she hasn't decided on a location.  If developers don't step up for parcel 5 - the 

choice becomes easier. The deadline for proposals is January 15th. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/8/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: Some tough news tonight about poverty in Rochester. According to a new 

report by "Act Rochester" and "Rochester Area Community Foundation" more families than ever 

are living in extreme poverty. The report out compares metro areas of similar size and Rochester 

has the highest poverty rate in the country. In addition, more than 50% of children live in 

poverty, ranking Rochester number one. More than 50% of people live below the federal poverty 

line which also puts Rochester highest on the list. We spoke to the report's author about why, and 

a local mother of four, who struggles to get by despite a college degree and a full time job. Ed 

Doherty, the author of the report, said, "Once you have such a dramatic concentration of poverty 

it's hard to break the cycle." Leola Bell is the mother of four and said, "At the end of the day you 

may be standing next to me in the welfare line or whatever extra help is out there, that's a basic 

truth." According to the report, more than half of the children living in the city of Rochester, now 

live in poverty. Extreme poverty is defined as a family of four living on less than $12,000 a year. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/12/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: A new report out from Child Care Aware of America ranks New York first 

in the country for the least affordable child care. The average family in our area pays almost 

$11,000 a year per infant for child care. One federal lawmaker is trying to help families with the 

cost. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand is proposing new legislation that would help cut the cost of child 

care. New federal legislation aims to double the federal child care tax credit, create a new tax 

deduction for working families and increase pre-tax savings accounts for child care expenses. 

Gillibrand was supposed to unveil the legislation in Rochester today. But she had to cancel 

because of the weather. She is expected to visit Rochester Childfirst Network on Friday. We're 

told the legislation is receiving bipartisan support. No word yet on when or if it would be up for a 

vote. 



 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/13/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The homeless at Rochester's tent city are being offered a new temporary 

place to stay. The United Presbyterian Church will welcome 15 homeless starting at 8[m. The 

church will provide shelter and food for two weeks. At least two trained volunteers will be on 

site as well as security. Those who choose to take the shelter will be able to sleep in the church's 

gymnasium, which has been inspected by the city. Advocates for the homeless hope the 

temporary shelter in a building on Canal Street will be ready in two weeks. That building is 

owned by Buckingham Properties. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/13/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: Gas prices continue to drop and people are noticing the difference. Prices 

at the gas pump fell 27 cents a gallon over the last several weeks. With the national average now 

$2.20 a gallon. That's the lowest price in five years. But it's not only the typical consumer who is 

noticing the decline. John Welch owns John Welch Enterprise. His company has about 19 trucks 

for snow plowing and landscaping. Welch said, "If they continue to go down, we will continue to 

use gasoline. We were just talking the other day about switching over a couple of trucks to 

propane but we are going to put the brakes on that for a little while." Locally, the average price 

for a gallon of regular is nearly 50 cents higher, at an average of about $2.69. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/15/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: There 's a competition for funding upstate. Today, Governor Cuomo 

announced that seven upstate regions will be vying for 1.5 billion dollars. Three regions will 

ultimately be chosen to receive up to 500 million dollars each. Cuomo says this will be about 

restoring economic opportunities upstate. During today announcement, Cuomo didn't shy away 

from mentioning the Buffalo billion. He says that funding has helped Buffalo create jobs and 

economic development. But Buffalo was handed the funds, while Rochester will have to fight for 

them. Why make them compete. Cuomo said, "Because the competition makes them come up 

with a better plan. If you know you're in a competition and you know you're going to have to 

work for it, I believe the regions actually come up with a better product." This does need 

lawmaker approval. If so, regions would have until July 1st to come up with their proposals. 

Winners would be announced next fall. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/19/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: The governor has announced a plan to raise the state's minimum wage. The 

governor is proposing to raise the minimum wage to $11.50 in New York City and $10.50 in the 

rest of the state. The state legislature most recently raised the minimum wage in 2013 to $8.75. It 

goes up to 9 dollars at the end of the year. The proposal is drawing mixed reaction from local 

small businesses and workers. The governor will detail this and the student loan forgiveness 

program during his combined state of the state and budget address on Wednesday afternoon. 

 



 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/6/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: Reaction pouring in today over the possible purchase of the old Macy's at 

the Medley Centre in Irondequoit. Developer David Flaum expects to close on the property next 

week. Local and state officials say this is good news for an area that has long been a sore spot for 

the town. The Medley Centre's been vacant for years. It's owned by Bersin Properties which has 

been promising a major redevelopment. But earlier this week, Bersin's lender, Nomura, filed a 

foreclosure action against them. It claims Bersin Properties has defaulted on mortgage payments. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/9/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Another step forward in a new downtown campus for Monroe Community 

College. Local labor unions will be helping with construction. The Project Labor Agreement, or 

PLA, was unanimously approved by the Monroe County Legislature. According to an economic 

benefit analysis, the agreement has the potential to save tax payers over $600,000. The new 

MCC downtown campus is located at the old Eastman Kodak site on State Street. It's scheduled 

to open in 2017. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 2/12/15 

Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 1:15 

Detailed Description: The Brighton town board is considering plans to bulldoze a busy stretch of 

Monroe Avenue. Whole Foods could be coming to compete with Wegmans and Trader Joe's.  

The grocery store would be built where Mario's Restaurant is now-- right across from 590. Plans 

include another 10 acres of high end retail. Mario's and the Clover Lanes bowling alley would be 

demolished. Though traffic was a concern at the town board meeting last night-shoppers say 

they're excited. The planning process with the town and developers could take another two years. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/16/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Many people are cranking up the heat at home, but how much of that is 

going right out the window? Local non-profit organization "Neighborworks" is helping people, 

especially those on a tight budget, identify heat and energy escapes in their home. Their goal is 

to cut down peoples energy bills. Audits are free, in some cases, so are some of the services to 

fix the problems. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/4/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: Governor Andrew Cuomo stopped in Rochester today rallying for a higher 

minimum wage in New York state. The current minimum wage is $8.75 per hour. That will go 

up to 9 dollars by the end of this year under a law Cuomo signed in 2012. Now, the governor 

wants to raise the minimum wage to $10.50 an hour. If approved, it would take effect at the end 

of 2016. 

 

 



 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm    Date: 3/18/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Out with offices, and in with apartments. Rochester's Chase Tower will 

soon be home to apartments and condos. The downtown housing market is booming. But the 

office market is not. Gallina Development bought the iconic tower, and will make it the latest in 

a long line of conversions over the last decade. Andrew Gallina said, "The office market 

downtown is soft so we thought the best solution would be to create a live-work environment 

where we could have people living in the building and potentially working here as well." Chase 

Tower has 27 floors and nearly 500,000 square feet. It's about half empty. Gallina Development 

hopes apartments and condos on the top floors, and offices on the lower floors will be the right 

mix. There are also plans to bring back retail to the concourse level. The Chase building adds to 

a growing inventory of downtown housing. Since 2000, more than 350 housing units have been 

added to the area inside the Inner Loop, bringing the total to more than 2,500. That's a 16 percent 

increase.  And there are hundreds more units under construction at nearby tower at Midtown and 

the Sibley building. The residential vacancy rate is very low. The first residents could be moving 

into the Chase building one year from now.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm    Date: 3/30/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Governor Andrew Cuomo and the legislature have come to an agreement 

on the state budget. The big headline this time around is at least a 1.4 billion dollar increase in 

school aid. And changing teacher tenure from three to four years, another minimum wage hike 

has also been dropped from the budget although lawmakers say it will likely come up again. 

 

Education – topics covered under this issue include: How to improve student performance in 

schools, school success stories and what programs are available to the public to further their 

education. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/2/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: He may only be a junior, but one Aquinas Institute student is making a 

name for himself in the science and technology field. Anthony Bachetta was invited by astronaut 

Buzz Aldrin to represent Aquinas at the Congress of the Future Science and Technology leaders 

event in Boston. The Congress is an honors-only program for high school students who are 

passionate about science, technology, engineering or mathematics -- also known as STEM. 

Bachetta says science and technology are important fields. He said, "I see that as being the 

future, that's where there's going to be a big, there is a big push towards science and technology 

and the advancements in that is probably going to outweigh that of other fields." The event will 

take place this summer -- June 28th through June 30th. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/8/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: We're learning more about the changes coming to Rochester's Edison Tech 

High School. The school district has announced a plan to switch Edison Tech back to just one 



school. Several years ago, the Edison campus was split into two separate schools. But those 

smaller high schools are failing. Under the new plan, the emphasis will remain on career and 

technical education, and it will also give students from other city high schools access to 

resources on the Edison Tech campus. That includes hands on training in automotive technology 

and culinary arts. Superintendent Bolgen Vargas said, "Career and technical education have been 

neglected. We have invested less than what we used to do. So it is our hope that in the very near 

future Edison will be back on track to the jewel that it used to be." The plan also includes 

changing the name of Edison Tech. It now needs school board approval. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/9/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: Local community colleges are excited about President Obama's proposal to 

make community college free. The president proposed the federal government pay 75 percent of 

a student's tuition as long as they maintain a minimum 2.0 GPA. States that sign onto the 

program would agree to pay the rest. The program is modeled after a free community college 

program in Tennessee that has had success recruiting 90% of high school grads to apply. It will 

need Congress' approval to pass. The president will unveil more details of the proposal at the 

State of the Union address. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/10/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :45 

Detailed Description: It was a big day for parents and students and they got to explore a number 

of school options. It was all part of the Rochester City School District School Expo. Families had 

an opportunity to explore secondary school options available within the district. The one stop 

show was for incoming 7th and 9th graders in the city. School officials say it's a chance for each 

of the schools to showcase different programs. The application deadline for seventh and ninth 

graders is January 30th. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/13/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: A state comptroller's audit shows Rochester's East High School vastly 

under-reported the number of violent and disruptive incidents to the state, including weapons 

possession and sex offenses. Schools are required to report incidents of violence. In this case, 

auditors found East High had 769 incidents in the 2011-2012 school year, but only reported 256. 

The school board says it will get to the bottom of the report. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/14/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: A controversial social media app has surfaced at Batavia High School and 

now administrators are involved. Nearly 20 Batavia High School students have fell victim to 

cyber bullying through the app called Yik Yak. Yik Yak is a Twitter-like feed filled with 

anonymous comments or "yaks." Users can only see "yaks" from others within a close 

geographic range. 12th Grader Elizabeth Emerson said, "It's just a bunch of ridiculous nonsense. 

Either rumors that are fake or people's private lives being leaked and I think it's embarrassing or 

annoying and crazy and I don't like it." More than 20 students have come to the school's 

counseling office this week. The school blocked the app from the district network. Batavia High 



School principal Scott Wilson said the anonymity of Yik Yak is a challenge- but the school won't 

stop investigating or counseling students. Wilson said, "Anyway we can identify who is behind 

this we will certainly follow through to the furthest of my ability in terms of code of conduct and 

school consequences but right now we are struggling with that." In the meantime, there's a 

pledge going around Batavia High School. Students are urged to delete the app all together. 

Principal Wilson said students should not respond to negative posts. Instead, report the problem 

to a parent, counselor or teacher.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/15/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: Eighth graders from Rochester's School 9 took part in a groundbreaking 

webinar today. Students from nine different cities nationwide held a town hall meeting on civil 

rights. They connected over the internet to examine the themes in Dr. Martin Luther King 

Junior's "I Have a Dream" speech. Students say today's exercise was an eye-opening experience.  

Today Martin Luther King Jr. would have been 86 years old. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 1/20/15 

Time: 6am Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: One day before Governor Andrew Cuomo's state of the state address...he's 

outlining a proposal to help college graduates pay off their student loan debt. It's called the "Get 

On Your Feet" loan forgiveness program. Recent graduates wouldn't have to pay back their 

student loans for the first two years if: they attend college in New York and live in the state after 

graduation. They also need to sign up for the federal "Pay As You Earn" program and make less 

than $50,000 a year. The program is expected to cost nearly 42 million dollars. The state expects 

more than 24,000 eligible students will enroll by 2019. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/23/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The headlines involving school tragedies have become all too common 

around the country, but schools in Livingston County say they're not waiting for tragedy to strike 

before boosting safety. A new technology called Rapid Responder is coming to some schools in 

Livingston County-- and it puts first responders and school officials all on the same page with 

one information system.  It uses school cameras, escape plans, floor plans and lockdown 

procedures to get first responders into a building quicker in the event of an emergency. Geneseo 

Central School District  Superintendent Tim Hayes said, "In any school tragedy that has involved 

a violent event or something along those lines, when the first responders get there, typically the 

situation ends.  And so how fast can we get them here."  Livingston County Sheriff Tom 

Dougherty said, "Everyone's plan is kept in the same cloud, through rapid responder, and 

everybody agrees on the plan at a prior date than the actual emergency-- everyone really knows 

what's expected of them. This system will reportedly only cost one hundred dollars a month to 

implement at each school campus.  Sheriff Dougherty urged all school officials in Livingston 

County to consider buying this plan in time to roll it out this year. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/5/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 



Detailed Description: Rochester teachers are asking Governor Cuomo to visit their classrooms. 

Over the next few weeks-teachers at the Rochester City School District will be mailing postcards 

to Governor Cuomo, inviting him to shadow them for a day. Between proposing to extend the 

time it takes for a teacher to receive tenure to wanting more charter schools-some say the 

governor doesn't fully understand the needs of a district that deals with impoverished students.  

He could receive as many as 3500 postcards in the days ahead. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/12/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: It's a big night for students at Rochester's School 46. The school is hosting 

an expo featuring students' art, science and dance projects. The school says students were able to 

focus more on these projects because of "expanded" learning time. School 46 is one of ten 

schools in the district with an expanded learning program, which means the school day is about 

an hour and a half longer than usual. Students have really taken advantage of the extra time. The 

district is hoping to add three more schools to the extended learning program. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6 & 11pm Date: 2/12/15 

Time: 6 & 11pm Duration of Segment: 3:00 

Detailed Description: It's known as the rubber room. A place where Rochester City School 

District teachers under investigation for misconduct report for work. The teachers are given no 

assignments - but they collect full pay. This portable classroom is not filled with students. It's 

filled with teachers, administrators and paraprofessionals. The alternative work location was put 

in place by former superintendent Jean-Claude Brizard, who believed teachers shouldn't sit home 

and collect a paycheck when they're removed from their classrooms. It quickly became known as 

the "rubber room." Martha O'Duffy spent four months in the rubber room after a disagreement 

with her principal. She said there were 15 staff members inside the room. They were given no 

work assignments. The teachers did not work - while collecting full pay. But nothing about the 

rubber room is fun and games. The teachers union says the district drags its feet on investigations 

and rarely moves to fire anyone sent to the rubber room. It's not clear how much the money the 

alternative work location is costing taxpayers. There's no line for the program in the district 

budget book. The average teacher makes $56,000. If there are a dozen teachers in the room at 

any given time - that's nearly 700-thousand dollars a year, not including benefits, facilities, 

supervision and the cost of substitutes. After four months in the rubber room - with few updates 

on her case - O'Duffy chose to retire, rather than see her case through to the end. 
 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/23/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: A group of Rochester City School students who spoke out about their class 

on YouTube, have gotten an answer to their request. Earlier this month, the 8th grade class used 

the video sharing site to reach out to Superintendent Bolgen Vargas, asking him for a permanent 

Spanish teacher. They claimed they kept getting different substitute teachers that wouldn't teach 

the class long enough to make any progress. Tonight, we can tell you another teacher working at 

School Number 9 will act as the students' Spanish teacher for the remainder of the year. 

Superintendent Vargas says he's proud of the students for speaking up for themselves, but he also 

says this situation could have been resolved at the school level. 

 



 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/23/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: When you think of hunger, you might not think of college kids. But two 

RIT students say it's a problem. And they've come up with a way to combat it on campus. Olivia 

Vershage and Harshita Sood are spearheading an initiative to reduce hunger on campus. They are 

creating a food share center where students will be able to get food for free. The young women 

started the initiative last semester. They have already collected dozens of non-perishable items 

from organizations and students on campus. Data from America's largest emergency food service 

network shows, that 10 percent of its 46.5 million adult clients, are students. Two million of 

them attend college full-time. Harshita Sood said, "In the future we are hoping to have a budget 

line for Food Share and that way we can get alumni involved who can't donate cans of food, but 

they can donate money. People living across the country for instance. That way we can purchase 

healthier items people may not be donating as much." The Food Share Center is expected to open 

for students at the end of March. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/24/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: After weeks of controversy-the Urban Suburban Program is coming to 

Spencerport. The school board approved it - but not before some angry taxpayers spoke out - and 

then walked out. One man had to be escorted out of the meeting after he approached board 

members. Others  petitioned the school board members-- asking to delay their vote for a public 

vote instead. The board's ultimate decision was met with mixed reactions. In the end- the vote 

was unanimous. The program will begin this fall. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/26/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: A report issued by the governor today finds 15 city schools are failing to 

meet the state's standards. Failing is considered the bottom five percent of schools statewide 

based on combined ELA and math scores. School Number 9, School 45, Monroe High School, 

East High and Charlotte High School have all been failing for the last decade. An aide to the 

governor says he's hoping a renewed focus will help generate change. In a statement the 

Rochester City School District superintendent sighted University of Rochester's takeover of East 

High and the proposal to close Charlotte High School. Adding "Our action plan is taking us in 

the right direction to remove Rochester schools from priority lists and have them recognized 

instead for improved achievement." 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5am Date: 2/27/15 

Time: 5am Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Local teachers are speaking out against Governor Andrew Cuomo's 

proposed education reforms.  More than 1,000 people from all around Monroe County came 

together in protest Thursday night to spread their simple message. Teachers and parents rallied 

outside Minerva Deland School in Fairport. Immediately after --- several state lawmakers 

attended a forum about public education. It's one of dozens being held over the next 30 days in 



the Finger Lakes Region.  Attendees say Governor Cuomo is reducing local control of school 

decisions, holding school funding hostage and claiming New York schools are failing...when 

they're not. The teachers union said they invited Governor Cuomo to participate in last night's 

panel...but he never responded.  His office says quote "the governor is fighting to reform a 

system that has condemned 250,000 children to failing schools over the last 10 years."  
 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/1/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Pressure is mounting on Governor Cuomo to release information on the 

amount of state aid that schools could expect to receive this year. Schools say it's crucial for 

them as a starting point so they can plan for things like transportation and special needs costs. 

We spoke with Assembly Minority Leader Brian Kolb today who says this is the first time in the 

15 years he's been in the legislature that any governor has not released the information. Kolb 

says he wants to put pressure on the governor to release the information. Kolb said, "Hopefully 

there will be enough public pressure sooner rather than later because if he was to provide his 

school aid runs at the end of March or the beginning of April, it's a meaningless point. It needs to 

be done right now." Kolb says because they don't yet know how much state aid they will see this 

year, school superintendents may have to look at preparing teachers and other staff for possible 

job cuts. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/4/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Tension tonight between the Rochester City School Education Board and 

the superintendent. Dr. Bolgen Vargas is suing the entire board of education after they stripped 

him of the right to hire and fire his own senior team. According to a 8 page complaint, Rochester 

Superintendent Bolgen Vargas has upheld his end of the deal. And yet the school board is 

violating terms of the contract by passing Tuesday night's resolution. The board's resolution 

prevents the superintendent from choosing members of his cabinet. The cabinet is a special high 

level group of administrators who work closely with Vargas. A law passed in 1997 allows a 

superintendent to pick his or her own senior management team. Rochester school board president 

Van White says there has been concern over high turnover under Vargas's administration. He 

says the resolution allows the state's public employment relations board to oversee the high 

paying positions. Both sides hope to settle the issue out of court. The board of education now has 

30 days to respond. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/4/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: It's been an exciting few weeks at Rochester's World of Inquiry School. 

Today, the school held its first morning assembly in its newly-renovated building on University 

Avenue. The building is 100 years old and has a lot of history. The old stained-glass windows 

and natural wood were refurbished and repurposed. Crews worked to create new layouts for 

classrooms and common spaces that allow each age group to have its own unique educational 

experience.  The school was using the Franklin Campus until the renovations were complete.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/4/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :50 



Detailed Description: Today, people everywhere are picking up a book for "World Read Aloud" 

day. The global celebration is recognized on the first Wednesday of March to call attention to 

childhood and adult literacy. Special guests visited Rochester's School Number 33 to read to 

students. Clark King from the  United  Way of Greater Rochester read Jumanji. He says the book 

teaches a life-long lesson. Among other people reading to kids today: Rochester police officers. 

There were dozens on hand. News 8's Maureen McGuire read to third graders. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/5/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Students at Charlotte High School are now able to receive medical 

attention, beyond the staff nurse, right at school. Today, Rochester Regional Health System cut 

the ribbon on its latest school-based health clinic. Charlotte High School mirrors four other 

clinics like it, at Freddie Thomas School, School Number 9, School 33 and Edison Tech. 

Supporters of the clinic say this program will have lots of benefits. Kids are still sent to the nurse 

first. If it's something more serious, the student is then sent to the school-based clinic. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/5/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Governor Cuomo's education agenda remains a hot button issue. Tonight, 

teachers, parents and community members gathered in Brighton to protest the governor's 

proposal. Adam Urbanski kicked off the event by quoting the late Mario Cuomo before voicing 

dissatisfaction with the state's current governor. Teachers at the rally say they are irked by the 

governor reducing local control of school decisions and saying state schools are failing. 

Governor Cuomo says the reform is necessary to turn around failing schools in New York. This 

evening's rally was held at Temple B'rith Kodesh in Brighton. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/7/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: Students displayed their creativity and even their singing abilities today as 

part of the regional "Odyssey of the Mind" competition. Thousands squared off in matches 

across the area. Odyssey of the Min requires teams of students to test their creative problem 

solving abilities. Students compete in several areas including the long-term portion, where they 

perform a short skirt, and the spontaneous portion. The kids say it's a great experience. Winners 

of today's regional competition will move on to the state finals in Binghamton. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/10/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Given the enormous cost of higher education, you'd think community 

colleges would benefit with increased enrollment. It costs far less to attend these schools. But 

enrollment at community colleges, including MCC, is way down. Three big things affect how 

many students enroll at MCC. Demographics, high school graduation rates and the economy. All 

are not working in MCC's favor. Enrollment at MCC peaked in 2010 at nearly 19,000 students. 

Five years later, it's down 19 percent to just over 15,000. MCC is trying harder to retain students 

and it's recruiting outside of the Rochester area. MCC hasn't had to make big budget cuts, 

because it didn't ramp up staffing when enrollment was high. Tuition increases have also bridged 

the gap. Meantime, MCC is aggressively marketing its offerings. This year enrollment may have 



hit bottom. Applications for the fall are up 19 percent. MCC is crossing its fingers these students 

will end up enrolling and staying. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/13/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Plenty of teachers throughout New York are fed up with Governor 

Cuomo's education plans. After thousands have invited the governor to their classrooms, a group 

of educators from the Finger Lakes are trying to get the governor's attention...in a different way. 

Teachers from Geneva are sending the governor 1,000 apples. They say it's a symbolic gesture to 

try and get him to listen to they. The teachers say excessive state testing prevents students from 

learning. Governor Cuomo has said many times that the public school system is not performing 

and says additional funding won't fix the problem. Next Thursday there will be a panel 

discussion about school budget cuts and testing at 7pm at Hobart and William Smith Colleges. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/17/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: The East Irondequoit School District has elected to adopt the Urban 

Suburban program. A  vote was held tonight. Initially the board was going to vote on the 

program to bring city students into the district without public input, but changed its mind. People 

were given the chance to weigh in at an informational meeting last month. District leaders say 

that helped get the measure passed. Recently Spencerport passed Urban Suburban. The program 

is also being considered in Hilton and East Rochester. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/23/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: There's a new push to get high school students interested in STEM careers. 

STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. Today hundreds of students 

visited MCC to learn about STEM, and what type of education and training these careers require. 

According to the department of labor, STEM jobs account for more than 10 percent of jobs in the 

US, and pay wages nearly twice the national average. The New York state department of labor 

says the median annual salary of someone working in a STEM career is nearly $63,000. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/23/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Tonight the Rochester school superintendant revealed his plans to close a 

40.5 million dollar budget gap. Superintendent Bolgen Vargas is shuffling jobs. He's cutting 148 

positions, including about 80 teachers and 50 central office staff. But Vargas tells us those 

positions aren't going away, 131 new jobs are being created. Superintendant Vargas wants more 

than 25 million dollars spent directly on schools, adding 34 reading teachers, expanding school 

days, and directing half a million dollars into extracurricular programs at a time when many 

districts are cutting those dollars.  Last week Vargas went to Albany asking the state for an 

additional 36 million dollars. He says lawmakers were positive, especially about his plan to 

direct millions toward summer jobs for city kids. School board vice president Cynthia Elliot 

notes that Vargas' budget has increased in size each year for the past two years. She said, "I think 

that we should be able to educate our kids with less money." But Elliot understands budgets 

numbers grow for a reason with employee contract costs, retirement costs and healthcare costs. 



There's a lot to be settled. There will be budget forums over the next several months. 

Superintendant Vargas also wants to spend six million dollars in professional development to 

help teachers in the classroom. The public hearings begin in April. The budget will be voted on 

in June. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/24/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Monroe Community College students spent the day in Albany lobbying 

lawmakers for an increase in state spending for the SUNY system. MCC is one of 65 state 

schools taking part in SUNY Speaks Up rally for state aid. Students are asking for an increase in 

state aid to the tune of $250 more per full-time SUNY student. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/26/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: New York school districts are frustrated because they still don't know how 

much money they're getting from next year's budget. Governor Andrew Cuomo says he won't 

release the school aid runs until the legislature passes a budget. Cuomo is putting pressure on 

lawmakers, he is tying school funding to education reform. Cuomo's proposing a 1.1 billion 

dollar increase in aid. Without the reforms, the increase would be about 377 million. School 

leaders say the politics put them in a tough spot. The state budget is due April first. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/31/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: There's a growing number of parents who are pulling their kids out of the 

Common Core tests. This year's tests are next month. Parents have the right to opt out, and most 

local school districts are accommodating the children who will not take the test. Some of the 

fiercest critics of Common Core are teachers, who say the tests are being used unfairly to judge 

teacher performance. But parents also worry about the classroom time that's spent teaching to the 

test. Last year, 60,000 students statewide didn't take the test. Early estimates predict that number 

could more than triple this year. The testing begins the week of April 14th. 

 

Environment – topics covered under this issue include: Plans for sustainability and recycling 

ideas. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/8/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: If you haven't gotten rid of your Christmas tree yet, a local nature center 

needs your help. The Helmer Nature Center in Irondequoit is collecting trees next Saturday for 

recycling. It's a tradition that dates back to 1976. Christmas trees are piling up outside the 

Helmer Nature Center in Irondequoit. Volunteers put the trees through a chipper and use the 

wood chips to cover the trails. It helps control erosion and keeps weeds from growing. Karen 

Mazzola is the director at the Helmer Nature Center. She said, "We generally get about 500 to 

1000 trees a year that are chipped and stored in our compost area here at the nature center. It 

seems like quite a mountain when we first get started, but we actually are able to use most of 

them throughout the year." The collection is happening next Saturday, the 17th from 9-2 but it is 

ok to drop off trees ahead of time. This yearly tradition almost didn't happen this year. The 



nature center was closed in July because of budget cuts. But a donation from a community 

member made it possible to re-open and now the staff is busy planning events for the coming 

year. Mazzola said, "We have about 2, 2.5 miles of trails and they are definitely used for study 

purposes when students are here." A number of towns and the city of Rochester also collect 

Christmas trees for use as mulch. It's a good idea to check with your town or city before kicking 

your tree to the curb. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/13/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: As of the first of the year, New Yorkers are required by law to recycle all 

electronics. That includes everything from your iPad to your computer. These items can no 

longer be tossed in the trash. Experts believe improper disposal causes  harmful chemicals to 

leak into the soil. Reps from Maven Technologies, a recycling plant in Rochester, say they have 

seen an increase in people bringing in old electronics. Maven Technologies President Todd 

Wheaton said, "It's heightened also the awareness of people in regards to where they can take 

their computers and electronics to recycle...be responsible...it gives them that data concern of 

identity theft. They now know there's a place they can feel confident putting their PC's, laptops, 

any computer or electronic equipment that may carry data on it." If you do not abide by the new 

law, you could face a fine of up to 100 dollars. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/22/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: The Town of Williamson in Wayne County is now the first town in the 

state to get all of its electricity from solar power. It's a fresh start for an old landfill in 

Williamson. Last month the final touches were put on a solar array that now covers 7 acres of the 

old dump. It's a 1.5 megawatt project that will cover all of the towns energy needs. It will power 

things like the water treatment plant, town hall and library. It's the equivalent of 160 homes . 

Williamson is now the first town in the state to get all of its electricity from the sun. Kevin 

Schulte, the CEO of SED, said, "In the first year they are going to save 25-30 thousand dollars 

on the cost of electricity." The landfill closed 25 years ago. Now, instead of costing the town 

money to monitor, it is being put to work saving money on electricity. Scott Abbett is the project 

manager. He said, "Some landfills are capped with the understanding that they can be developed 

at a later date. This one wasn't so this is an area that can't be used at all, so why not use it for an 

exciting project like this?" Working on a landfill did create some challenges for the developers. 

Abbett said, "In this case we actually could not put shovels in the ground and put any of our 

electrical system underground. Everything is actually above ground, so we had to build from the 

ground up." A grant from the state's Sun program helped cover the cost, along with a 30% tax 

break from the federal government. SED based in Ontario, NY, developed and built the project, 

then sold it to Kenyon Energy which will manage and run the project for the town from this point 

forward. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/29/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Each year in the U.S., 2 million pounds of surgical supplies go to waste. A 

group of local volunteers is working to save these items from the landfill, and send them to those 

who need them most. For the past 26 years, Intervol has been saving medical supplies from the 



landfill. They have shipped supplies to 60 countries and many places in the U.S. They pick up 

about 28,000 pounds of recycled medical supplies plus other equipment. Volunteers help sort 

and pack the items. A lot of it comes from hospitals and doctors' offices, but they will also take 

some items from individuals such as crutches, walkers and wheelchairs. While some of the 

equipment is used, the supplies are still sealed up and sterile. The reasons why the items aren't 

being used here, varies. We have more information on Intervol on our website. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 2/5/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: In the middle of winter, there is a place where you can find fresh greens 

growing for area restaurants. John Bolton started Bolton Farms in 2008. He has 70 acres and a 

hydroponic greenhouse. Hydroponic greenhouses are springing up right and left on the Canadian 

side of the border, across Europe and even across the US, and it's a better way grow. 

Hydroponics means growing plants in water, not soil. Bolton said,' "Plants grown using the 

hydroponic method grow twice as fast as those in soil. These plants can grow from seed to 

restaurant ready in the winter in just eight weeks." Bolton supplies several high-end area 

restaurants with greens. He also sells them at some local farmers markets. He says demand for 

locally grown lettuce is high, especially in the winter. Bolton said, "We plant 8-10 thousand 

plants ever week of the year. And we're harvesting 4 days a week in the winter and in the 

summer we harvest every day." Bolton doesn't use any pesticides, instead enlisting the help of 

ladybugs to fight off insects. A green way to grow greens in the middle of a Rochester winter. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 2/5/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: History is alive inside McColley's Irish Pub in Spencerport, from the front 

doors, that came from a 1900's Catholic school, to the old lockers that make up the back bar, 

many of the finishes inside the bar were once used for something else. Matt Brooks opened the 

pub in 2013 after he decided to relocate his building business to an old creamery in Spencerport. 

He had some extra space and wanted to create a public house. He named it after his mother, 

McColley was her maiden name. Jules Suplicki is the manager of the bar. She says the re-used 

pieces are what make it fun for customers. She said, "They ask a lot of questions and that makes 

it great because there is so much history and so many tales that can be told." They also keep the 

environment in mind with the food they serve. Avoiding processed foods and relying on local 

farms for fresh produce in the summer and fall. Brooks was recently given the Civic 

Beautification Award for the Spencerport area Chamber of Commerce for the work he did inside 

the pub. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/13/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: The city of Rochester is testing out a new way to recycle. Instead of 

putting recyclables into a tiny blue bin, the city will give residents 96 gallon totes. The method is 

called single-stream recycling because the material will be sorted at the plant, not on the pick-up 

truck. The city gave the blue totes to 4,000 homes as part of a pilot program. The pilot program 

will last six months to a year. The initial investment was $600,000. 

 

 



 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/19/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Even though we have a lot of snowy, cloudy days, New York state is one 

of the fastest growing areas in the world for solar power. At Swagelok Western New York, the 

sun is now powering 65 percent of the company's energy needs.  Swagelok distributes industrial 

parts for power plants and the semi-conductor industry. They installed the solar panels a few 

months ago. It took just a few weeks to turn the roof of their building into a money maker. 

Swagelok Western New  York President Pete Jobling said, "The overall payback of the project is 

about six years and after that we will be cash flow positive in regards to actually producing the 

energy at no cost at that point." And adding the solar panels was just an extension of Swagelok's 

green efforts because the parts they distribute are also helpful to the environment. Those who 

install the panels say more and more companies are looking at solar power, in part because of all 

the incentives being offered by the state. Glenn Steed, owner of Steed Energy said, "New York is 

just becoming a hot bed for solar. I think it's the fastest growing solar market in the country, if 

not the world at this point." The price of the equipment is also coming down. Bill Schmitz of 

Arista Energy believes that people are starting to see the light, through Rochester's cloudy says. 

Schmitz said, "Everyone thinks Western New  York, it's cloudy this and that but when you look 

at the fundamental numbers, the numbers look good, plus our temperature is perfect for solar, 

because it doesn't like it too hot." Looking at the bright side of Rochester's weather. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/9/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: An uproar over garbage service could spark major changes in the town of 

Victor. Residents are speaking out against increasing recycling costs- now the town says it's 

willing to compromise.  The town's recycling center-- once a free service, went up to twenty 

dollars a year just a few years ago-- and now...120 dollars a year... in 2015. Dozens of upset 

residents filled the Victor town board meeting tonight to voice their dissatisfaction. The town has 

cut down on hours and reduced staff.  But some residents say they're still paying more for less. In 

response, starting April first, the town is expanding recycling hours on Mondays from 7 to 11am. 

Victor is also collecting feedback for a survey on whether to close the recycling center and put 

out bids for an independent contractor to provide garbage service in the town. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/12/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: The films have been submitted and soon judges will decide the winners of 

the Fast Forward Film Festival. Just about 100 films that are five minutes of less are competing 

for prizes. The winners will be shown at the Little Theatre and George Eastman House in April. 

All of the films must be made by local people and must have an environmental theme. 30 

organizations partnered up to make the festival possible. The festival is April 17 and 18th. The 

screenings will be 90 minutes each night. Proceeds will go to support film preservation at the 

George Eastman House. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/19/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 



Detailed Description: In the sixth grade class at the Genesee Community Charter School in 

Rochester, going green is a yearlong focus. Teacher Alexis Stubbe said, "Kids need to know how 

to live in a world that looks vastly different than it does now. And what are some things that they 

can do to turn back the mistakes we have made." They've been zeroing in on the food they eat. 

Where does it come from and how is it made? Stubbe said, "This year's class has been focusing 

on food and what does it mean to eat sustainably and what does that look like in our city and 

school." And recently they got some outside advice at the Green Schools National Conference in 

Virginia Beach. 29 students went on the trip to the Green Conference and soon they'll be 

teaching the rest of the school about what they learned. The students brought back lots of ideas 

and are working on a school garden, composting, and expanding recycling at the school. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/25/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: Today County Executive Maggie Brooks announced several new 

enhancements for the Monroe County Ecopark. The Ecopark was designed to give people a safe 

way to recycle difficult to dispose of items. With the enhancements, people can not only recycle 

electronic waste, but also household hazardous waste and pharmaceuticals. County Executive 

Maggie Brooks says this facility was already ahead of the curve. Brooks said, "On January first 

of this year, New York state law now prohibits residents from discarding e-waste at the curb. 

Luckily for the residents of Monroe County the Ecopark has been recycling e-waste for many, 

many years." The Ecopark opened in 2011. The facility is open Wednesdays from 1pm to 

6:30pm and Saturdays. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/26/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: There's a new statewide website that is designed to help people go green. 

Greentopiany.org is a new green portal, designed to help New Yorkers help the environment. 

Greentopia co-founder Michael Philipson said, "Our goal is really to create New  York state's 

first green guide. Online green guide that's comprehensive." The idea came out of Rochester's 

Greentopia Festival where people were looking for more information. The site has three sections. 

A green guide, a list of resources and a place where you can ask the experts. The creators are 

starting with Western New York, but hope to expand the site to the whole state.  

 

Health – topics covered under this issue include advice on living a healthy lifestyle. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/5/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: The Open Door Mission has issued a Code Blue alert for the week to warn 

the homeless about hypothermia. They want them to know they could be risking their lives if 

they spend another night outside. The National Coalition for the Homeless says that hypothermia 

kills about 700 homeless people a year. Code Blue is when Open Door Mission adds 30 cots to 

the already 40 bed spaces in the shelter. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/8/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 



Detailed Description: There's a new push to reimburse New York hospitals for the cost of 

preparing for the Ebola virus. Senator Chuck Schumer says he doesn't want hospitals and 

designated Ebola treatment centers, like Strong Hospital locally, to have to pay the 10 million 

dollar tab to prepare for Ebola. Schumer says millions have been spent to train staff, retro-fit 

facilities and buy Hazmat suits. The senator wants the department of health to step in. The 

Centers of Disease Control says the 2014 Ebola epidemic is the largest in history, affecting 

multiple countries in West Africa. More than 21,000 people have gotten sick from Ebola, and 

more than 8200 have died, including one American. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/12/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: The heroin epidemic isn't going away in Western New York, whether you 

live in Rochester or a small Livingston County village. Deaths from overdoses have increased 

fivefold over the past 4 years in the counties surrounding Rochester and that's changing the way 

first responders train. Now many police officers carry a drug called Narcan, a nasal spray that 

can be used to reverse an overdose. In Geneseo, officers learned how to use the spray last week 

and it took less than four days for an officer to put it to the test.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/13/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: Major news coming out of the University of Rochester Medical Center 

today. Researchers will soon begin testing a new HIV vaccine in the form of a pill. This study 

will be the only one of its kind in the world. Previously, most of the research centered around an 

HIV vaccination as a shot using a needle. Researchers believe this could open the door and one 

day become the standard of care. The study is expected to take about four months total - meaning 

researchers will have a better idea of how well the pill works by summer. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/14/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: The number of local flu cases is on the rise. In Monroe County, as of 

January 3rd, there have been 2500 confirmed cases. Of those, 560 people have been hospitalized 

and 7 have died. That's up from 2 flu related fatalities last month. Livingston County is also 

seeing an increase. They've had 148 confirmed flu cases so far this season. No one there has died 

from the flu. Dr. John Treanor is chief of infectious diseases at Strong Hospital. He says the 

H2N2 strain isn't covered by this year's flu vaccine. So, that's largely why we're seeing the spike. 

Treanor says it's hard to predict how long this flu season will last. Dr. Treanor said, "We may see 

this particular strain of flu only lasting three or four more weeks. Now, there are more than one 

strain of flu that can cause epidemics. So we could see another strain emerge and cause a second 

outbreak later in the winter." Treanor says the flu shot is less effective this year. But he's still 

encouraging you to get vaccinated if you haven't yet. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/17/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Thanks to a new program, thousands of Rochester families can now get a 

double dose of healthy eating. Now through March, this newly established program at the Public 

Market is helping people in need take more bags of food home. The initiative is called "Double 



Up" and it gives SNAP card holders up to 20 dollars extra  per visit when they present wooden 

tokens, that's forty dollars worth of food each time. When it comes to food, the program offers a 

number of options. Margaret O'Neil, the program manager, said, "Here you can use the tokens to 

buy not just fruits and vegetables but also any of the baked goods, cheese, fish, honey, meat, 

pasta, perogies - any of the wonderful market food." The Public Market's wooden token program 

is the largest of its kind in the country. Last year, it brought in nine thousand people to shop for 

food. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/18/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Tonight begins the final push to get New Yorkers to sign up for health 

insurance. To make enrollment easier, the state is holding hundreds of sign up events, and one of 

them took place today in Rochester at Greece Ridge Mall. Booths like the one at Greece Ridge 

have been set up in malls across the state to help New Yorkers register for health care. A quarter 

of a million people across the state just registered between November 2014 and January 1st. At 

the mall booths, "assisters" like Lacey educate shoppers and help them make appointments to sit 

with healthcare navigators that can get them registered. The booths will be in the all every 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday through February 15th, so people can get information and not miss 

the deadline. Missing the February deadline could cost you - including paying 2 percent of your 

household income. But there are exemptions, such as if you were only uninsured for less than 3 

months. All this new information can be a lot to navigate so people are finding the booths 

helpful. Sign Up New York will also be at the Marketplace Mall in Henrietta next weekend. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/20/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: It's Tobacco-Free Awareness Week. Is quitting on your calendar for 2015? 

Smoking is on the decline here in Rochester and research explains why. According to a study, 16 

percent of Monroe County residents reported they currently smoke cigarettes which is the same 

as the rate of smokers statewide. There are a variety of ways to help you quit smoking. Some 

more effective than others. By now, you have probably seen those disturbing commercials. The 

ones where former smokers tell you their story. But do they work? Ryan Jones works for the 

smoking research program at URMC. He says ads contribute to the downward trend. Jones said, 

"The research has shown that when those commercials do come on TV that the quit lines actually 

pick up in volume. And that's really one of the main drivers for continuing to do those types of 

ads is that they have shown to have results." According to the Monroe County Adult Health 

Survey, there was also an increase in the number of residents who reported their health care 

provider talked with them about smoking. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 1/20/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: :45 

Detailed Description: There's a new push to get people to become organ donors. Today, the Ad 

Council of Rochester and the Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network announced a new effort to 

cut down on the number of people who die or whose health deteriorates because they're waiting 

for an organ transplant. Right now, only about one in three adults in our region are signed up for 

the "Donate Life" registry. Organ recipients say becoming a donor is so important. Over the past 

year alone, 43 people in the Finger Lakes region died while waiting for an organ donation. 



 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/20/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: Foodlink remodeled a corner store in the JOSANA neighborhood. The 

"Stop One Meat Market" is on Jay Street. The store focuses on fresh, affordable nutritious foods. 

The store will offer coupons for fresh produce along with cooking lessons for shoppers. This 

project was funded by the New York Healthy Foods and Healthy Communities Fund and the 

Citizens Bank Foundation. Foodlink plans on opening a second store on Carter Street in the 

spring. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/3/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: An alert tonight if you take herbal supplements. The nutrition labels may 

be deceiving. State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman wants major retailers to stop selling 

certain supplements. This, after DNA tests show many of the plant materials listed on the label 

are missing. It involves retailers GNC, Target, Walgreens and Walmart. The AG says only 21% 

of store-brand supplements contained the listed ingredients. Schneiderman says mislabeled 

products pose unacceptable health hazards. The brands include Echinacea, ginseng, St. John's 

wort and others. Schneiderman is requesting the companies provide detailed information relating 

to the production and testing of supplements sold at their stores. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/4/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: There's a major breakthrough in breast imaging and it's all thanks to a 

University of Rochester Medical Center professor. Doctors are calling it a game changer. The 

FDA has approved the Koning Breast CT System that uses 3D imaging. A professor of radiology 

found the startup company, Koning Corp. The scan takes only 10 seconds. The purpose is to find 

breast cancer. The FDA has approved the device to be used in a diagnostic setting. That means 

the imaging system is not intended for breast cancer screening or to replace a mammogram - 

doctors note that could change in the future. For now, it is designed for women who have 

abnormal findings after their routine mammogram. And unlike a mammogram, there is no 

compression. Doctors say the device is not ready for patients just yet, but they do expect all of 

the details to be finalized well within the next year. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/7/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: A shortage in blood donations is sparking an urgent plea from the 

American Red Cross. The severe winter weather caused the Red Cross to cancel dozens of 

bloods drives. And flu season kept a lot of blood donors home sick. 950 donations went 

uncollected since January. The Red Cross is asking for eligible people to donate their time and 

blood, and help them maintain a stable blood supply. One donation of blood can save up to three 

lives.                          

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/8/15 



Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: The flu has been on the rise across the U.S. and right here at home. In 

Monroe County, Urgent Cares are seeing an increase of patients. Many sick patients don't have 

primary care doctors. The New York State Department of Health has seen an increase in flu 

cases across New York. They reported 57 counties with widespread flu. And as of January 24, 

they received 5,000 reports of people with both Influenza A and B. Urgent Cares can help treat 

your symptoms when you are sick, and help you find a new primary care physician. Symptoms 

of the flu include runny nose, headache, cough and sore throat. Fever, chills, severe body ache 

and fatigue. Doctors recommend you consult a physician within 48 hours of experiencing these 

symptoms.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6am Date: 2/12/15 

Time: 6am Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: E-cigs have become a one billion dollar industry- but new research from 

the University of Rochester says they're bad for you. Electronic cigarettes have exploded in 

popularity since tobacco smoking was banned in public places. But a new U of R study says 

those flavored vapors people love, actually go deeper into your lungs than regular cigarette 

smoke.  Researchers say we still aren't sure what's in the vapor- but e-cig users say the devices 

are helping people quit smoking altogether. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/20/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: Highland Hospital is asking the state to approve a major addition. 

According to officials at Highland, the 28 million dollar project involves building a 26 bed 

inpatient observation unit. The expansion would add 30,000 square feet of space and significant 

renovations to existing areas. That includes upgrades to its operating rooms. Highland director of 

facilities Mike Zanghi said, "Modern health care requires more space, operating rooms have 

more technology in them and they require larger operating rooms, we're moving to more private 

patient rooms...so that takes more space." With the state's approval, construction could begin in 

late spring. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/27/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:40 

Detailed Description: Brianna Leitten is a fighter. She beat cancer and now she's heading to the 

United Nations headquarters to show others how to fight it too. Brianna is a charming seven-

year-old. It's hard to tell from looking at her that two years ago, a cancerous tumor in her left eye 

almost took her life. Despite no signs of illness, her mom Dorie signed a permission form for 

Brianna to get a free eye screening at school sponsored by the Bloomfield Lions Club. Mike 

Bartle takes a picture of the child's eyes and it can tell it there's a problem. Mike's test for 

Brianna failed -- again and again. When her parents took her to the doctor, they discovered her 

retina had detached completely. She was blind and would need surgery. The decision to a vision 

screen is not one every parent takes. The year Brianna was screened, only 64% of parents signed 

the consent form. That's why Brianna's family wants all young children to get eye screenings - 

and Brianna is being recognized at the United Nations headquarters with the Lions Club in New 

York City March 7 for her courage in beating cancer -- and her parents smarts double checking 



her health. Lions Kid-Sigh USA helps children from 6 months to 6 years of age to get vision 

screenings. The group says it now reaches half a million kids a year. 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/10/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :50 

Detailed Description: The University of Rochester Medical Center is getting national attention. 

A new iPhone app developed by URMC researchers was featured by Apple executives during the 

company's big product launch yesterday in California. The app, called MPower, allows patients 

with Parkinson's disease to track their symptoms in real time and share them with researchers. 

Parkinson's disease is a progressive neurological disorder that takes away an individual's control 

over their movements and speech. MPower was one of several disease-specific apps launched 

that will help researchers better understand a number of conditions, including cardiovascular 

disease and breast cancer. It is available for download in the app store. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/16/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: There's whooping cough in the area. Three students are sick at West 

Irondequoit High School. Besides West Irondequoit, the health department says pertussis has 

also been confirmed in the Brighton and Hilton school districts. All together, seven people are 

sick. Monroe County usually sees 50 to 100 whooping cough cases a year. Students are required 

to have a vaccine, but it was changed to cut down on side effects. Parents are urged to check 

their child's vaccinations. Whooping cough is most dangerous to babies and can be deadly. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/22/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: There's new evidence tonight of the serious threat heroin poses to families 

in our region. Numbers from the state show that heroin overdose deaths jumped 40% in the 

Monroe County, Finger Lakes region in 2014 compared to the year before. Last year more than 

118,000 people admitted themselves to heroin and opiod abuse treatment programs, up nearly 20 

percent from 2009. Most ere between the ages of 18 and 34. That's why the council on 

alcoholism and addictions of the Finger Lakes is partnership with other agencies and non-profits 

to host a community forum on the heroin epidemic tomorrow night in Canandaigua. Ontario 

County Sheriff Phil Povero is one of the forum speakers. He says the epidemic has forced police 

officers to carry Nar-Can, a shot that helps reverse overdoes. The forum is part of a statewide 

effort called Combat Heroin NY. The campaign includes billboards, a 24 hour hotline, and 22 

videos with real stories. Povero says the forum should be a wake up to families and 

neighborhoods, that the problem is growing, but can be stopped at home. Heroin and opiod abuse 

affects people of all backgrounds and ages, which is why it's so important people learn the 

warning signs of abuse. The community forum on the heroin epidemic takes place tomorrow at 

7pm in the Canandaigua Middle School auditorium. It is free and open to the public. 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/27/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :50 



Detailed Description: The Monroe County medical examiner's office reports three deaths and 

possibly as many as four more that involve the deadly combination of fentanyl and cocaine. Law 

enforcement officers fear the users may not even know the two drugs are mixed to make this 

very lethal cocktail. Fentanyl is a prescription drug, mixed with cocaine it is very often an instant 

death sentence. Chief toxicologist at the Monroe County Medical Examiner's office said, "An 

individual getting or buying cocaine, who gets this drug, it is extremely deadly. It is likely to 

cause very rapid death. And therefore we wanted this warning to be out there. Both for the users 

and for people that are around individuals using this powder." Police say there is also a danger to 

those who simply touch or smell the combination. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/30/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: There's a new push to end the war on drugs in Rochester. Today, Senator 

Chuck Schumer visited the Public Safety Building to talk about his efforts to prevent proposed 

cuts to the "high intensity drug trafficking area" program. Rochester police say the program is 

essential to their efforts to combat the growing heroin problem in the region. Schumer says 

instead of the cuts, the program should get a 100 million dollar increase, which would have to be 

approved by the Senate. 

 

Politics – topics covered under this issue include: Local, state and national politics.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/1/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Andrew Cuomo kicked off his second term as governor today with an 

inaugural speech in New York City. Hundreds gathered at One World Trade Center for the 

event. He broke from tradition a bit and decided not to deliver his inaugural address in the state 

capital. Cuomo says he's happy with the progress made over his last four years...but there's still 

work to be done especially in terms of education, job growth, and bettering the relationship 

between law enforcement and the communities they serve. Right not, Governor Cuomo is in 

Buffalo for a second inaugural speech alongside his new Lt. Governor Kathy Hochul, who is 

from Buffalo. Hochul replaces Bob Duffy, who recently accepted the job as president and CEO 

of Rochester Business Alliance. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/1/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Former New York Governor Mario Cuomo died today at the age of 82. 

The news coming just hours after his son Andrew gave the inaugural address to begin his second 

term as governor. He was New York's liberal lion, the state's longest serving democratic 

governor in modern history. But Mario Cuomo came from humble beginnings. The son of poor 

Italian immigrants, he had hopes of a baseball career but gave it up after one season in the minor 

leagues. He headed instead to St. John's Law School, where he graduated at the top of his class. 

He was elected governor in 1982 and served three terms, balancing 12 consecutive budgets and 

leading New York through two recessions. Cuomo emerged on the national stage in 1984 at the 

Democratic Convention in San Francisco. Delivering the keynote address, he highlighted the 

failures of the Reagan presidency. He agonized for years over whether to run for president, a 

hesitation that led to the nickname "Hamlet on the Hudson." He said he opted out because he 



never believed he was the most qualified candidate.  After leaving the governor's mansion, 

Cuomo headed into private practice. But 16 years later, he was back in Albany to see his son 

Andrew sworn in as governor. He looked frail at the 2014 election and days later entered the 

hospital with a heart condition. But first he celebrated his son's re-election...where the younger 

Cuomo declared him the father of the modern Democratic party. Tributes to Cuomo have poured 

in throughout the evening. Senator Chuck Schumer released a statement saying in part, "From 

soaring oratory that stirred the very soul to painstaking coalition building to advance policies and 

accomplishments, he was a colossal political mind and represented the very best of public 

service: he leaves an indelible legacy on the state he loved." 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/5/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: The firing of the director of the Rochester Housing Authority will cost 

taxpayers. The agency released its settlement with Alex Castro this afternoon. Castro was fired 

with seven years remaining on his contract. The Rochester Housing Authority will pay him 

$93,000 in severance. That's one year's salary after taxes. Castro has agreed to do consulting 

work for RHA for two months at no extra pay. He also agreed not to sue the agency. In a 

statement Castro said he is "pleased that this matter is now over." Castro was suddenly fired in 

October by new board members appointed by Mayor Lovely Warren. Castro was replaced with 

City Councilman Adam McFadden, who resigned after two months of controversy about his 

temporary appointment.  The RHA has said there were questionable management practices under 

Castro, but never gave specifics. The board hopes to vote on a new appointment at the April 

meeting. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/15/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:15 

Detailed Description: A surprise political announcement tonight from the Monroe County DA. 

Sandra Doorley is switching parties. Doorely, who last ran for office as a Democrat, said the 

decision to switch to the Republican Party is a personal one that fits into who she is today. She 

said she is humbled and excited for the new opportunity. GOP Chair, Bill Relich, made the 

announcement this afternoon in a packed room of Republicans who welcomed Doorley to the 

team. Doorley said, "This has nothing to do, and will have nothing to do with the way that I do 

my job. I am a dedicated public servant. I've been a prosecutor for now almost 24, in my 24th 

year. And I am dedicated to what I do and I want to continue to do that. Judge me by the work 

that I've done." Doorley says she has nothing but admiration for the Democrats who supported 

her along the way throughout her career. She also took this opportunity to announce her re-

election for district attorney. In a statement today the Monroe County Democratic chair said: 

"Republicans in our county face ongoing state and federal investigations, with active indictments 

on bid-rigging and other public corruption charges. The voters of Monroe County deserve a 

strong and independent prosecutor. The Democratic Party will be fielding such a candidate this 

fall." 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/16/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: So far, no one has publicly announced interest in running for Monroe 

County Executive. However, Monroe County Clerk Cheryl Dinolfo has been floated for the 



GOP. The county ball is next weekend and will be held in her honor. Sources say she'll likely 

announce her intention next week, before the ball.  Dinolfo's been the clerk since 2004. Possible 

Democrats include former Monroe County legislator and State Senator Ted O'Brien, who most 

recently lost to current State Senator Rich Funke. Former County Legislator Vincent Esposito, 

who was appointed by Governor Cuomo to oversee upstate economic development, and former 

Brighton Town Supervisor Sandra Frankel. Analysts say the county executive race is the 

Republicans to lose.  Frankel tells News 8 she is strongly considering running again. She lost to 

Brooks in 2011. In other election news, longtime political activist Molly Clifford is running for 

city council. Clifford will run for the Northwest council seat, currently occupied by Carla 

Palumbo, who is stepping down. Clifford previously headed the city's NET offices and was an 

administrator in the fire department. She also once chaired the local Democratic party. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5, 6, & 11pm Date: 1/21/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Governor Cuomo gave his State of the State address today in Albany. A 

big focus was on education. The governor wants to make it harder for teachers to get tenure, he 

wants to add more charter schools, he wants to award bonuses to good teachers and he wants to 

beef up the teacher evaluation system, putting more of a focus on test scores. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/21/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: Former Rochester Police Chief Jim Sheppard is running for Monroe 

County Legislature. He will try to fill the seat being vacated by Paul Haney, who is term-limited. 

That' s in the 23rd District, which covers the Park Avenue and Browncroft neighborhoods. 

Sheppard will run as a Democrat. He retired in 2013 after nearly 32 years with the Rochester 

Police Department. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5 & 6pm Date: 1/22/15 

Time: 5 & 6pm Duration of Segment: 2:00 

Detailed Description: Political corruption in Albany tops today's headlines. The powerful 

speaker of the state Assembly is under arrest on public corruption charges. Sheldon Silver is 

accused of taking millions of dollars in bribes and kickbacks over the last decade. Federal 

prosecutors say Silver received payments from a law firm for which he did no work. Prosecutors 

also say he helped developers secure tax breaks. Silver's arrest raises questions about the 

governor's anti-corruption panel, the Moreland Commission. The panel was investigating 

lawmakers outside incomes. But Governor Andrew Cuomo abruptly shut down the panel as part 

of budget negotiations with Silver and other legislative leaders. If convicted, Silver could face a 

sentence of up to 100 years in prison. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 1/22/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Monroe County Clerk Cheryl Dinolfo has made it official: she's running 

for county executive. Dinolfo was surrounded by local Republicans, except for current County 

Executive Maggie Brooks, as she announced her candidacy for the top job. Dinolfo has been 

county clerk since 2004. Democrats have not yet picked their candidate for county executive. 

 



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/26/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :30 

Detailed Description: The future of leadership for the New York State Assembly this session is 

still up in the air tonight. Speaker Sheldon Silver says he is not giving up his leadership position 

now that's he's accused of bribery and taking kickbacks. He will however relinquish some of his 

powers. Members of the Democratic conference including Silver and Majority Leader Joe 

Morelle met behind closed doors for much of the day. That conference is over for the night. No 

decision was made. The conference will reconvene tomorrow at noon. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/28/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: The big question tonight is who will run the New York State Assembly? 

Rochester's own Joe Morelle is in the spotlight. Current Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver is 

expected to step aside. He's accused of using his position to get millions of dollars in bribes and 

kickbacks. On Monday, Assembly Majority Leader Joe Morelle of Irondequoit is stepping in as 

acting speaker. But how long will his leadership post last? And does he want the job 

permanently? Tuesday night Democrats announced they plan to pass a resolution Monday to 

make majority leader Joe Morelle the acting speaker. They'll vote to fill the vacancy in 90 days. 

February 10th as the date to vote on a permanent successor. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/29/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: There's a major split in the local political delegation over who becomes the 

next speaker of the state Assembly. Rochester's David Gantt refuses to support Irondequoit's Joe 

Morelle in his bid to become number one. On Monday, Assembly Majority Leader Morelle is 

expected to take over as acting speaker because Sheldon Silver is stepping aside. Gantt tells 

News 8 he supports Carl Heastie from the Bronx as the permanent speaker. Assemblyman Bill 

Nojay believes Heastie has support to knock Morelle out of the running. The vote is expected by 

February 10th. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/30/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Joe Morelle dropped out of the race for speaker of the Assembly. After 

spending the week campaigning for the post, Morelle is now supporting Bronx Assemblyman 

Carl Heastie. Morelle will remain majority leader. The Irondequoit Democrat called Heastie a 

friend and said he's confident in his ability to lead. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/30/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney says he will not be running 

for president in 2016. He has run twice for the top spot in the White House. Romney told 

reporters he's unlikely to change his mind. And he's reportedly meeting with a possible 2016 

candidate - New Jersey Governor Chris Christie today. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/3/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 



Detailed Description: There is a new speaker of the New York State Assembly. Bronx 

Assemblyman and Democrat Carl Heastie was voted in today. Heastie is a former budget analyst 

in the New York City comptroller's office. He was first elected in 2000 and has chaired the 

Assembly's labor committee for the past two years. Heastie succeeds longtime speaker Sheldon 

Silver, who stepped down amid public corruption charges. Ethics reform was a big focus in his 

first address to the Assembly today. Irondequoit's Joe Morelle should remain majority leader, the 

number two position in the Assembly. Last week, Morelle was briefly considered a front-runner 

for speaker, but New York City Democrats rallied around Heastie. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/4/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: In Rochester today, Governor Cuomo said he expects a battle over ethics 

reform, and the state budget could be a casualty. The governor said he will not sign the budget, 

due April first, without a provision for reform. It's for that reason he say she expects the budget 

to be late for the first time since he took office. The governor also used his visit to press for 

mayoral control of schools. According to him, the Rochester city school district is one of 178 

failing schools statewide. He wants cities to consider mayoral control as a way to turn around 

schools. It's been discussed in the past under former Rochester Mayor Bob Duffy. Critics say 

there's no evidence it really works. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/9/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: This election season all of the seats are up for grabs in the Monroe County 

Legislature. Tonight Democrat Lashay Harris is formally announcing her candidacy for the 27th 

district. Harris is currently the market development manager for Rural/Metro Medical Services. 

The 27th district includes Rochester's 19th ward neighborhood, the Greater Rochester 

International Airport, and Genesee Valley Park. The seat is currently held by Willie Lightfoot, 

who has reached the end of term limits. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/9/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:40 

Detailed Description: Candidates vying for seats on village boards around New York have been 

scrambling for signatures to get their name on the ballot. One, from Webster, just handed his 

petition in this morning. What makes him stand out? If the election were tomorrow, he wouldn't 

be able to vote. Evan Hoerner is finishing up his senior year at Schroeder High School and 

preparing for full plate of engineering courses at RIT next fall, but come this spring, he might be 

a bit more than a student. Hoerner submitted his petitions to be on the ballot for the Webster 

Village Board of Trustees. The 17 - soon to be 18-year-old wants the main strip of the village to 

be more pedestrian friendly. He's helped with small campaign's around Webster before and the 

village mayor liked what he saw and encouraged Evan to run for trustee. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/12/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Mayor Lovely Warren says Rochester's best days are still ahead.  She held 

her first state of the city address Thursday night at Wilson High School. In her speech - the 

mayor focused on education, creating jobs, and improving neighborhood safety. She credited 



partnership with Police Chief Michael Ciminelli for Rochester's lowest violent crime rate in 10 

years- but said it didn't mean the city's job was done. Mayor Warren also said the city will work 

to designate Rochester as a center for global manufacturing. The next step will be the 

presentation of her budget plan, which is expected to come out in May. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/17/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Rochester's mayor may cross party lines to endorse the next county 

executive candidate. When asked if she would support Republican Cheryl Dinolfo, Lovely 

Warren did not rule out the possibility. Warren was endorsed by current GOP County Executive 

Maggie Brooks. Democrats have not named a candidate though former Brighton Town 

Supervisor Sandra Frankel and Empire State Development Official Vincent Esposito have said 

they are thinking about a run.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/17/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: A top official in the Warren Administration is running for a seat on the 

county legislature. Mitch Rowe will take on former police chief Jim Sheppard in the Democratic 

primary for the 23rd District seat. Rowe is currently the director of planning and zoning for the 

city.  He is a past member of the county legislature and a former manager of Seneca County. 

Also, Rochester City Councilwoman Elaine Spaull says she will seek re-election this year. Spaull 

has held the east district seat since 2007. That includes downtown, the Browncroft, Upper  

Monroe, Beechwood, and Park Ave neighborhoods. Spaull also serves as executive director at 

the Center for Youth. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/19/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: Few local people know national politics like Curt Smith. You've seen him 

on the news here, especially at election time. But Smith is first and foremost a writer, and his 

latest books is about his friend and former boss, the 41st president of the United States.  Curt 

Smith has written 12 books, but his latest is the most heartfelt. Smith is a senior lecturer in 

English at the University of Rochester. 25 years ago, he worked in the White House, on Writers 

Row. His office, just 50 yards away from the West Wing. Smith was a speechwriter for President 

George H.W. Bush. The book is called Character to the Core. Smith wrote more speeches for 

President Bush than anyone else, and quotes from them to help chronicle Bush's record. Smith 

began fleshing out Character at the Core in 2009, and finished in 2013. It's a gift from a loyal 

speechwriter, to the former leader of the free world. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/2/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:10 

Detailed Description: Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand has reintroduced the Campus Accountability and 

Safety Act. The bill aims to create more transparency for sexual violence cases on college 

campuses across the nation. And today she spent about 45 minutes both discussing her 

legislation and listening to students ideas from across the area. The Campus Accountability and 

Safety Act establishes new confidential advisors to help victims, requires fairness in campus 

disciplinary process, ensures minimum training standards for on-campus personnel. It creates 



new online survey, requires both campus and law enforcement investigate case together, and 

enforces stiffer fines for campuses that fail to comply. Gillibrand tells us the bill is receiving 

bipartisan support. One key change this time around is the safety survey for students will be 

offered online. Gillibrand's confident it will pass this time around. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/27/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid says he will not run for re-election 

next year. He made the announcement Friday in a video posted online. It comes just months after 

Reid suffered serious eye and facial injuries in an accident at his Las Vegas home. Reid was first 

elected to the Senate in 1986 and won his fifth term in 2010. He has led the Senate Democrats 

since 2005. Reid issued a statement endorsing Senator Chuck Schumer to be the next democratic 

leader. Senator Schumer released a statement saying in part: "Harry is one of the best human 

beings I've ever met. His character and fundamental decency are at the core of why he's been 

such a successful and beloved leader. He has left a major mark on this body, this country, and on 

so many who have met him, gotten to know him, and love him." 

 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5:30pm Date: 3/31/15 

Time: 5:30pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: An attorney and Iraq War veteran is running for State Supreme Court 

Judge. Col. Matthew Nafus announced he is running as a Democrat for the 7th judicial district 

seat. That includes the counties of Monroe, Ontario, Cayuga, Livingston, Seneca, Steuben, 

Wayne and Yates. Nafus served as advisor to the commanding general in Iraq, and worked on 

the NATO campaign to remove Libyan dictator Muammar Gadaffi. He has a private practice in 

Scottsville. Prior to launching his law practice, Nafus was a senior assistant district attorney in 

Monroe County from 1997 to 2006. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/31/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: It's confirmed. Congresswoman Louise Slaughter and Gates Supervisor 

Mark Assini are ready for a rematch in 2016. Slaughter has confirmed she will seek a 16th term. 

Last year she narrowly won the 25th Congressional District by 869 votes. Slaughter will turn 86 

just months before the election in 2016. If re-elected, she would be the state's longest-serving 

House member. Assini says he anticipated Slaughter would run again. There are reports that 

Slaughter has already started seeking campaign donations. Assini says he's focused on the Town 

of Gates and won't ask for donations until sometime in 2016. 

 

Veteran Services - topics covered under this issue include: programs and services available to 

local veterans and honoring local veterans. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 1/28/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Children in New York state can stay on their parents' health plan until 

they're 26. But the same cannot be said for disabled veterans families, and now, there's a push to 

change that. Right now, if a child is covered under the VA Health Plan, they're kicked off their 



parents' plan at 23. This applies to families who have lost a veteran or if the veteran is 

permanently disabled. Senator Chuck Schumer says he's one of several lawmakers introducing 

bipartisan legislation to make sure children can stay on the plan until they are 26. Senator 

Schumer said, "These are the people who need help the most so it's outrageous they get a lower 

standard than the average family." Schumer says it's hard to believe that in some aspects the US 

treats its veteran worse than the average citizen when it comes to health care. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 1/28/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 2:10 

Detailed Description: Older veterans in the Rochester region are the first in the country to benefit 

from a new fitness program. The Canandaigua VA is offering veterans a fitness program both in 

person and online. Veterans can access the work out via the internet or mobile device and be 

monitored by VA workers. Clinical workers say it's a great way to offer the program to veterans 

who are unable to leave their homes. Jim McMahon is the physical medicine and rehabilitation 

clinical coordinator for the local VA. He said, "From their home to our clinics or from the RV to 

our clinics and actually be able to facilitate exercise with them. It's almost as if they are here with 

us, but virtually." The in-person program has been going on for a year. The VA says that veteran 

spouses are also welcome to join. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 2/3/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: Two World War Two veterans from Rochester received the nation's 

highest civilian honor today. Thomas Johnson and Thomas Hope were given the Congressional 

Gold Medal in a ceremony at Emancipation Hall in Washington, D.C. Johnson and Hope 

belonged to the 1800 member special service force called "The Devil's Brigade." They helped 

liberate Europe and end World War Two. Only 40 are living across the country but the whole 

brigade was honored today. Hope was able to make it to today's ceremony. Johnson passed away 

in 2008. His family accepted the medal today on his behalf. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/11/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:00 

Detailed Description: Rochester area veterans who gave the ultimate sacrifice serving in Iraq and 

Afghanistan will soon be honored in a place designed just for them. Plans are in the works to 

build a "Gold Star Families" memorial in White Haven Cemetery in Pittsford. The memorial will 

be a place where families of those who died while serving from 1991 on can come to reflect and 

remember. The memorial costs $90,000. A committee meets regularly to try to find ways to fund 

the memorial and include the families who lost loved ones. About 39 names will be added to the 

memorial when it's dedicated this fall. Hopes are to break ground on the memorial in the spring. 

When completed, it will become only the 7th Gold Star Families Memorial in the country. Plans 

for the memorial will officially be unveiled one week from today at 3 o'clock in the chapel at 

White Haven Cemetery in Pittsford. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 2/13/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: The Veteran's Outreach Center is helping vets stay warm during these cold 

winter days. Today the VOC hosted its "Stand Down" event. The purpose of the event was to 



provide homeless and at-risk veterans with services to improve their quality of life. They 

received everything from clothes to sleeping bags and housing solutions. Many of those who 

attended are homeless veterans. IN 2013, more than 620 veterans were homeless in Monroe 

County. Of those 620, 200 were placed in shelters around the region by the VA. The VOC, the 

VA and over 40 other veterans service organizations want to keep these veterans off the street, 

which is why they came together for this event. All of the programs at today's event can be found 

at the Veterans Outreach Center during business hours Monday through Friday. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 2/14/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:40 

Detailed Description: President Obama signed into law new legislation that's expected to help 

Iraq and Afghanistan war veterans suffering from PTSD. It's called the Clay Hunt Suicide 

Prevention for American Veterans Act. The new bill will allow the Department of Veterans 

Affairs to study new methods of suicide prevention and recruit more psychiatrists to help 

veterans suffering from PTSD. The bill will create a support pilot program to assist transitioning 

service members. There will be a new interactive website with all available recourses for vets. 

More psychiatrists will be recruited for the Department of Veterans Affairs. And the VA's 

current suicide prevention programs will be evaluated annually by outside programs. Todd 

Baxter is the executive director for the Veterans Outreach Center in Rochester. He says 22 vets 

in the U.S. commit suicide a day. He believes this bill will lesson that number. The bill passed 

through the House and Senate unanimously. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 5pm Date: 3/27/15 

Time: 5pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: Local Vietnam veterans gathered today to be recognized for their service. 

Today is "Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day." It's a time to honor those who fought in 

America's longest war. Members of Chapter 20 of the Vietnam Veterans of America gathered at 

the Olmsted Lodge in Highland Park, which is also home of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. US 

troops withdrawal from South Vietnam was completed on March 29, 1973. Veterans say it feels 

good to be honored.  Bing Reaves said, "It tells us that the community does appreciate what we 

did for the military. They do care when a lot of us were walking around thinking that the 

community didn't care." There are nearly 27,000 war veterans living in the Greater Rochester 

area. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/28/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:20 

Detailed Description: Veterans packed the Perinton VFW knowing their organization had been 

tarnished in the past few days. Every year the group organizes the Memorial Day parade in 

Fairport, but this year, there was word that, due to an aging World War Two population and 

needs to shorten the parade, some of the nation's oldest veterans wouldn't be allowed to partake. 

That didn't sit well with some. But the commander of the VFW says that was never the case, and 

tried to clear the air Saturday.  World War Two and Korean War vets at the VFW say they 

always thought they would be allowed in the parade and are excited to ride in it in May. Instead 

of using convertibles like years past, members of the VFW will use golf carts and a flatbed in an 

effort to include everyone and shorten the length of the parade.  

 



Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/28/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: :40 

Detailed Description: The Canandaigua VA is getting a major makeover. Today, dozens of 

veterans had the opportunity to give feedback at a town hall meeting. The VA is undergoing two 

expansion projects. The projects will cost 300 million dollars. The medical center director, Craig 

Howard, says Congress has already approved half of it. The first phase will update the historic 

campus. Howard said, "The first phase is a modernized outpatient clinic. If you have been 

through our clinic as it exists, it is too small, there are not enough of exam rooms and it's just not 

laid out to provide that type of service in a modern sense." Right now, the Canandaigua VA 

serves 20,000 veterans in five different counties.  

 

Program Title: News 8 at 6pm Date: 3/30/15 

Time: 6pm Duration of Segment: :45 

Detailed Description: He gave his life in service for our country, now his sacrifice is being 

recognized once again. Rochester's largest post office on Jefferson Road is being named for 

Specialist Theodore Matthew Glende. In 2012, he helped save five fellow soldiers before he was 

killed in an ambush in Afghanistan. He was 23 years old. His parents and his young widow 

thanked everyone for the efforts to honor him. "Theo believed in America as the heart of his 

moral and ethical foundation. So every day that his name is on that building, people will look 

into that. They'll see that. They'll see the embodiment of America in our people." Glende was a 

graduate of McQuaid High School in Brighton. 

 

Program Title: News 8 at 11pm Date: 3/30/15 

Time: 11pm Duration of Segment: 1:30 

Detailed Description: One Canandaigua man is looking to reunite with an old friend from 

Afghanistan. But it's not just any person...it's a dog. The bomb sniffing dog that saved his life 

more than once. Steven Welch last saw Benny the dog in Afghanistan when he was finished 

working as a dog handler there. And now he just wants one last chance to say thank you. Welch 

says the German Shepherd sniffed out explosives he was moments away from stepping on...on 

multiple occasions.  But after Benny was done in Afghanistan he was adopted in the United 

States by another handler. Now Welch wants to see the dog one last time, but he keeps running 

into obstacles. Late last year, on a Facebook page, Welch saw that Benny was adopted. So Welch 

sent letters and made phone calls to try and get in touch with Benny's new owner. His attempts 

have turned up nothing. All he can hope for now is Benny's new owner gives Welch one last 

chance to say thank you. The adoption sites say they are not allowed to give Welch the contact 

information of Benny's new owner. Welch says Benny is 7 years old. 

 

 

Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WROC-TV broadcast 

public service announcements related to the following issues:  

 

Crime/Law Enforcement -  

Don’t drink or do drugs and drive 

National Guard recruitment 

 

 



Environment -  

Habitat for Humanity 

 Recycling 

 

Health -  

Eat Healthy 

Children’s Health Fund 

 Organ donation 

 Open Door Mission donate to purchase code blue packs 

 

Education -  

Student Attendance (Go to school) 

Local FAFSA Event – student aid for college 

Catherine’s Peace Team 

 


