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The following are significant problems and needs in the WMXJ service area as identified by listeners and 
show guests. Under each, described are illustrative programs addressing these problems and needs.  
This list is not intended to be all inclusive, but is representative of the responsive programming broadcast 
on WMXJ. 
 
The issues were discussed on the program Community Action Show, on the dates and times indicated. 
Unless otherwise noted, each program is one half-hour in length, locally originated, and is hosted by the 
station’s Public Affairs Correspondents.   
 
 
October 6, 5:00 a.m. – 30 min. –  Animal Welfare 

Miami Dade Animal Services   
Ruben Arce, Events Manager, talks about the very popular Mega Match-a-thon 24-hour adopt-a-
thon event, which usually results in 300 adoptions. Arce explains how as a no-kill shelter, they 
have to find innovative ways to reach people.  
 

October 6, 5:30 a.m. – 30 min. –  Non-Profits / Education 
Miami Girls Rock Camp 
Heather Burdick, Co-Director, discusses how they educate and empower young women and non-
binary youth through music. She also emphasizes the importance of volunteers and donations to 
help their operations, and for their upcoming new adult XLR camp 
 

October 13, 5:00 a.m. – 30 min. -  Non-Profits / Homeless 
Salvation Army of Broward County  
Alyse Grossman, Director of Development, talks about the upcoming Angel Tree Program, the 
need for Big Red Kettle volunteers, and how they provide shelter, food and more to the homeless, 
thanks to volunteers and donations.  

 
October 13, 5:30 a.m. – 30 min. – Non-Profits  

Ignite Community Services  
Emily Cohen, Executive Director, discusses how they help empower women by creating a sense 
of community in the South Florida LGBT scene, by providing support, pooling resources, and 
encouraging connections through social gatherings, mixers and more.   
 

October 20, 5:00 a.m. – 30 min. – Non-Profits   
Children’s Home Society 
Lourdes Pons, Regional Executive Director, talks about all the services they provide to try to put 
families back together again, including counseling, foster care, residential care, search and 
reunion, and more. But most importantly, they need foster parents.  
  

October 20, 5:30 a.m. – 30 min. – Education / Non Profit 
Plantation Fire Rescue 
Cary Blanchard, Battalion Chief of Public Affairs, discusses how her organization is looking for 
Volunteer Fire Rescue members who can join in their efforts to provide community outreach, 
education in schools and more.     



 
October 27,  5:00 a.m. – 30 min. – Transportation/ Traffic 

Miami Dade Department of Transportation and Public Works 
Alice Bravo, Director, gives an update on their SMART plan, an update on replacing the Metrorail 
and Metro-bus fleet, the Better Bus Project, and their transit signal priority plan.  

 
October 27, 5:30 a.m. – 30 min. –  Non-Profits / Drugs 

Hialeah Community Coalition  
Elizabeth Garcia, Executive Director, talks about the education and prevention programs they 
provide regarding alcohol and drug use. They are out at community events, schools and have an 
online presence.  

 

November 3, 5:00 a.m – 30 min. –  Homeless/ Non Profits  
Miami Rescue Mission/Broward Outreach Centers 
Marilyn Brummitt, Vice President of Development, discusses their plans for the biggest day of the 
year when they feed hundreds of the homeless on Thanksgiving. She also talks about their 
expansion plans to include more shelters, schools and clinics, all with the help of volunteers and 
donations.  
 

November 3, 5:30 a.m. – 30 min. –  Non-Profits / Education            
Little Dreams Foundation 
Jean Espiritusanto, Musical Director, talks about how this foundation opens up the world of music 
to students who otherwise wouldn’t have that opportunity. He shares success stories, volunteer 
opportunities and the need for donations.    
 

November 10, 5:00 a.m. – 30 min. –  Crime  
Miami Dade Police Department 
Detective Lee Cowart discusses how crime picks up over the holidays, and how to keep shoppers 
safe from becoming victims at the mall, as well as at home, when they’re on vacation.  He gives 
safety tips for travel as well.  
 

November 10, 5:30 a.m. – 30 min. –  Economy / Employment 
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce  
Marie Suarez, Chief Financial Officer, talks about how they offer events to help local businesses 
in the community, providing leadership opportunities as well as networking. She also details their 
work with charities.   
 

November 17, 5:00 a.m. – 30 min. – Non Profits / Homeless  
 A Mother’s Heart Corporation 

 Melissa Martz, Founder and Vice-President, explains how after she fell on such hard times that 
she needed financial help herself, she vowed she would help others once she could. This group 
offers the basics to single moms, from diapers to funds to shelter.    

 
 
November 17, 5:30 a.m. – 30 min.  –  Non Profits / Homeless   

Feeding South Florida 
Sari Vatske, Executive Vice President, discusses how they offer one of the biggest food banks in 
South Florida thanks to the generosity of so many. She also tells of their nutritional and 
educational programs, holiday events and plans for 2020.  

 
November 24, 5:00 a.m. – 30 min. –  Non Profits / Education  
   Connected Warriors 

Judy Weaver, Founder and Director of Education, explains how she started this group to help 
Veterans recover from trauma with yoga. She teaches other instructors and they all donate their 
time to provide a safe space for veterans and their families to take part in this special type of 
yoga.  



November 24, 5:30 a.m. – 30 min. –  Non Profits  
Ignite Community Services 
Emily Cohen, Executive Director, discusses how this organization provides support and services, 
friendship and networking to the marginalized in the area, specifically LGBT women, nonbinary 
and queer individuals.  
 

December 1, 5:00 a.m. – 30 min. -  Environment    
Miami Dade County Curbside Recycling 
Jeanmarie Massa, Recycling Manager, and James Richards, give tips on how to best recycle 
household items and how their new facility burns trash and creates energy. They also explain 
how to report illegal dumping, and their Home Chemical Collection Program.  
 

December 1, 5:30 a.m. – 30 min. – Non Profits / Health 
Broward House 
Mark Angle, Director of Development, talks about World Aids Day, HIV health care and 
prevention and how they provide support to those impacted by the disease, including patients’ 
families. He also discusses the need for volunteers. 
 

December 8, 5:00 a.m. – 30 min. –   Economy/ Non Profits  
Census 2020 
Lindsey Lizer, Miami Foundation spokesperson, and Susan Racher, CEO of Wallace H. Coulter 
Foundation, discuss the upcoming Census and the importance of having everyone participate. 
They explain how the more accurate the count is, the more federal dollars will flow in to help 
Florida’s economy.  

 
December 8, 5:30 a.m. – 30 min. –  Non Profits    
 Remember Everyone Deployed 

Gloria DePaul explains how she assists members of the military community and their families 
through this non-profit. An army of volunteers provide help with care packages, date nights, family 
dinners, and more. She adds donations and volunteers are always needed.  
 

December 15, 5:00 a.m. – Non Profits / Youth / Education 
Pace Center for Girls   
Aggie Pappas, Regional Executive Director, and Sherry Thompson Giordano Miami Executive 
Director, discuss how this organization helps girls at risk with a special school, career prep, 
counseling and more. They have grown to 21 centers in 35 years.  

 
December 15, 5:30 a.m. – 30 min.  – Non Profits / Homeless 

Showering Love 
Jeanne Albaugh, CEO, explains how they offer a mobile showering station for the homeless from 
Miami Dade County northward to Palm Beach. They also provide basic health exams, fresh 
clothing and other associated services. 

 
December 22, 5:00 a.m. – 30 min. -  Crime    

Miami Dade County Domestic Violence Oversight Board 
Elizabeth Regalado, Executive Director, explains how the oversight board oversees the county’s 
services for domestic violence victims, including two shelters, with a third on the way, and a 
kennel, because many victims have battered pets as well.  
 

December 22, 5:30 a.m. – 30 min. –Youth / Education 
Jewish Women’s Foundation of Palm Beach  
Jennifer Kryscheck discusses how this agency offers educational programs for high school 
students, women’s empowerment programs for career women, as well as events and fundraisers 
to provide more opportunities.  

 
 



 
December 29, 5:00 a.m. – 30 min. -  Traffic / Crime / Drugs 

MADD Florida South   
Jennifer Reyes, Program Specialist, shares the heart-breaking story of losing her father to a 
drunk driver. She now goes to schools and speaks about drunk and drugged driving to students, 
stressing the importance of not drinking, as well as designating drivers. She also lectures those 
ticketed with DUI’s.   
 

December 29, 5:30 a.m. – 30 min. –  Non-Profts / Youth / Health 
Broward Children’s Center  
Katie Stonebeck, Recreational Therapist, discusses how her organization offers programs to 
those with special needs and to those who are medically fragile. She explains the specialty 
therapies and services that are so critically needed for this underserved group.  
  

 

 

 

 
 

 


