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ISSUE:  GENERAL 
60 MINUTES 

7P-8P 

01/27/08 

 

“Saddam’s Confessions” – The is an interview with FBI agent George Piro, who won the 

confidence of Saddam Hussein and got the truth out of him during a seven-month interrogation 

before the Iraqi dictator went to trial and eventually, the gallows.  This segment also includes 

comments by FBI Assistant Director Joe Persichini. 

 

2/17/08 

“The Pursuit of Happiness” – a report on why Denmark is the happiest country in the world, 

while the United States ranks a distant 23
rd

, according to a study done by Leichester University in 

England.  Among those interview in this segment are Dr. Kaare Christensen, a professor at the 

University of Southern Denmark. 

 

3/2/08 

“Ohio” – This is a report on the upcoming Ohio primary, a bellwether of American politics.  

Focusing on the town and residents of Chillicothe, this political microcosm reflects the problems 

and challenges facing the United States and its middle class.  Includes interviews with 

Democratic presidential candidates Senator Hillary Clinton of New York and Senator Baraka 

Obama of Illinois. 

 

3/9/08 

“McCain” – This is an interview/profile of the Arizona Senator John McCain the 2008 

Republican Presidential nominee. 

 

 

ISSUE:  ECCOMONY 
60 MINUTES 

7P-8P 

1/27/08 

“House of Cards” – This is a report on the United State sub-prime mortgage crisis, in which bank 

loaned hundreds of billions of dollars to home buyers who are unable to pay them back.  Wall 

Street took the risky debt, dressed it up as fancy securities and sold them around the world as safe 

investments.  Among those interviewed in the segment are real estate agents Kevin Moran and 

Jim Grant, editor of Grant’s Interest Rate Observer. 

 

2/10/08 

“Should we Make Cents?” – This is a report on the ongoing debate over the U.S. Mint abolishing 

the production of pennies and nickels, whose metal content is worth more than their face value.  

This segment includes interviews with U. S. Mint Director Edmund Moy and Stephen Dubner,, 

co-author of “Freakonomics”. 
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ISSUES: ENVIROMENTAL 
60 MINUTES  

7P-8P 

1/13/08 

“The King of Sushi” – This is a report on how the growing demand for bluefin tuna, highly 

coveted in Japan and the rest of the world as the ultimate taste experience In sushi, is impacting 

the traditional fishing industry in the Mediterranean.  Needing to supply the demand, high tech 

fishing methods are being used, which ultimately threaten to endanger the species.  This segment 

also includes interviews with Harvard University professor Ted Bestor and Roberto Mielgo.   
 
2/24/08 

“What’s Wrong with the Bees?” – This is an interview with David Hackenberg, a beekeeper 

from Lewisburg Pennsylvania who is widely credited with discovering with discovering the 

phenomenon named by scientist as colony collapse disorder.  Because honey bees help to produce 

a third of the food we eat, the mysterious disorder could have sever consequences. 

 
3/23/08 

“The Doomsday Vault” – this is a report on the Svalbard Global Seed Vault, built to 

warehouse a billion and a half seeds from all the world’s crops.  Located deep inside a 

mountain near the North Pole, this ssafe house stores the seeds necessary to protect 

agriculture against crop extinction, global warming, and population growth.  Among 

those interviewed are American scientist Cary Fowler, who runs the Global Crop 

Diversity Trust and Mike Bonman, a Supervisory Research Plant Pathologist at a 

government storehouse in Idaho. 
 

 

ISSUES: HEALTH 
60 MINUTES 

7P-8P 

 2/17/08 

“One Thousand Lives a Month” – This is a report on the drug Trasylol, made by Bayer and 

given in the operating room to control bleeding.  In 2006,  a study reveals widespread death 

associated with the drug, but it took Bayer and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration nearly two 

years to remove it from the market.  Among those interviewed are Dr. Dennis Mangano, an 

eminent medical researcher and author of the study and Fr. William Hiatt, a cardiologist and 

chairman of the FDA’s Advisory Committee. 

 

3/2/08 

“Lifeline” – In a remote area of Medical (RAM), funded by Stan Brock in 1992 to bring free 

medical care to remote parts of the world now does 60% of its work in urban and rural America.  

Among those interviewed are founder Stan Brock and Dr. Ross Isaacs. 
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ISSUES: CRIME 
48 Hours:  

 8P-9P 

1/5/08 

“Death Without Mercy” – On November 29, 2005, firemen put out a fire in a house in Morgantown, 

West Virginia – and discovered in a bedroom the charred remains of Jimmy Michael, who lived there with 

his second wife Shelly, a registered nurse.  A medical examiner’s report found that Jimmy was dead before 

the blaze had even started and that he had been injected with a lethal dose of a drug called Rocuronium, 

used in hospital procedures when doctors need to temporarily paralyze muscles.  Police investigation led to 

the arrest of Shelly Michael for the murder of her husband.  At the trial, the jury found her guilty of first 

degree murder, but included a recommendation of mercy.  She will be eligible for parole in 2027.  Among 

those interviewed in the story was Shelly Michael; Paul Mezzanotte, Morgantown police detective; 

Stephanie Estel, first wife of Jimmy Michaels; Dennis and Ruth Michael, parents of Jimmy Michael.   
 

1/22/08 

“In Too Deep” – An account of the investigation into the August 2005 murder and mutilation of 

21 year old Jennifer Cave in Austin, Texas, in the apartment of her friend Colton Pitonyak,.  

Pitonyak was tried for the murder, found guilty and sentenced to 55 years.  Laura Hall, Pitonyak’s 

girlfriend, admitted that she had gone to his apartment, at his request, right after the murder – but 

claims that she did not know that she was going to be confronted there with a dead body in the 

bathtub.  She then – out of fear for her own life, she says – drove Pitonyak, at his insistence, to 

Mexico.  After their arrest in Mexico, Hall was interrogated, charged with hindering the 

apprehension of Pitonyak.  In his testimony at his own trial, Pitonyak implied that Hall took part 

in the dismemberment of Jennifer Cave’s body after her death.  The prosecution afterwards came 

up with witnesses who said that Laura told them that she was involved in the dismemberment.  

Put on trial for that and for helping Pitonyak escape, she was found guilty and sentence to five 

year in prison.  She is appealing her conviction.  This segment also includes interviews with 

Laura Hall; Sharon and Jim Cave, Jennifer’s parents; Bill Bishop, Travis County prosecutor/ 

Loren and Carol Hall, Laura’s parents; and Joe James Sawyer, Laura Hall’s attorney.  

 

2/2/08 

“No Way Out” –  In August 2005, after Hurricane Katrina had passed over southeastern Louisiana, many 

people thought the region had been spared from the most severe damage.  But the worst was yet to come; 

on Monday, August 20
th

, the region’s protective levees started to fail, and entire communities were 

overwhelmed by flood water.  In St. Bernard Parish, just southeast of New Orleans, thousands had 

evacuated the region, but others had stayed behind to shelter in place, including the residents, staff, and 

operators of St. Rita’s Nursing Home, Sal and Mable Mangano.  The Manago’s and their staff saved 24 of 

the residents and got them to safety, but the wall of water and its aftermath left 35 of the residents dead.  

But when the bodies were discovered at the nursing home, no one thought of the Manganos as heroes.  

Having been evacuated to Texas, Sal and Mable returned to Louisiana, where they were each arrested and 

charged with 35 counts of negligent homicide and 24 counts of cruelty to the infirm. Prosecutors claimed 

that the Manganos and no intention of evacuating, based on the inadequate evacuation paln on file with the 

state; the fat that the other three nursing homes in the parish had made the decision to evacuate; that the 

parish government adequately stressed the importance of evacuation; that telephone calls made by parish 

officials to the Manganos went un-heed; and that the Manganos turned down an offer of buses to help 

evacuate their residents.  At the trial, several family members of the deceased testified that the Manganos 

had told them they would evacuate the nursing home before Hurricane Katrina struck- something both Sal 

and Mabel deny.  The defense strategy was to make the trial about the government failures that led to the 

flooding of St Bernard Parish – and it was successful:  They were both found not guilty on 118 counts.  
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ISSUES: CRIME- CONTINUED 
48 Hours:  

 8P-9P 

 

3/08/08 

“Love and Death in the Wild” – On May 2, 1996, the body of Kent Leppink was found off a 

deserted road 90 miles south of Anchorage, Alaska.  He had been shot three times.  Police 

investigation discovered that he had been involved with Mechele Hughes, a young woman who 

worked as a stripper in a club called the Great Alaskan Bush Company.  Mechele was also 

involved with two other men, John Carlin III and Scott Hilke.  Ten years later, after further 

investigation, Mechele (how Mechele Linehan) and John Carlin were indicted for Leppink’s 

murder.  At his trial, Carlin was found guilty of first degree murder and sentenced to 99 years in 

prison.  At her trial, she was also found guilty of first degree murder.  She awaits sentencing.  

Among those interviewed are Mechele Linehan; Linda Branchflower, detective; Ken and Betsy 

Leppink, parents of Kent; Scott Hilke, salesman; John Carlin III; John Carlin IV; and Megan 

Holland, reporter for Anchorage Daily News. 

 

 

CBS SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
1/20/08 

8-9P 

“The Age of Warming” – A review of the evidence and impact of global warming, as reported in 

three previously aired 60 Minutes Segments: (1) “The Age of Warming” – a visit to Antarctica, 

where glaciers are melting and whole colonies of penguins are disappearing.  Includes interview 

with Gino Cassa, glaciologist; Sue and Wayne Trivelpiece, American biologist; Paul Mayeweski, 

Director of the Climate Change Institute at the University of Main (2) “Global Warning!” – a visit 

to the arctic, where the glaciers are also melting, causing rising sea levels and more powerful 

hurricanes, and the polar bear is threatened with extinction.  Includes interviews with Bob Corell, 

and Authority on climate change; Carol Boggild, a galciologist; Paul Mayewski, University of 

Main; and Nick Lunn, a Canadian scientist (3)  “Rewriting the Science” – This is an interview 

with James Hansen, NASA’s top scientist studying the climate, who believes that global warming 

is accelerating, and who accuses the Bush administration of restricting what he can say about 

global warming.  Also interviewed are Ralph Cicerone, president of the National Academy of 

Sciences; and Rick Piltz, of the Federal Climate Change Science Program. 

 

2/3/08 

“Fathers, Sons and Brothers” – A profile of the First Battalion of the 133
rd

 Infantry of the Iowa 

National Guard serving in Iraq.  Over the course of nearly two years, the report and the camera 

follow the soldiers and their families as they experience the realities of war, both in Iraq and at 

home.  Interviews with individual solders and their family members chronicle the impact of the 

war on their lives. 

 

 


