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1QTR. 2008  
“Vista L.A.” (VIS0208HD) 

 
Show: Vista L.A. (“Civil Rights” Episode) 
Air Date:  February 17, 2008 
Time:  11:30AM 
Length 30 minutes 
Origin  Local 
Type:  Informational 
 
Summary:  
In this episode: Courage, Justice and Journalism are the themes in a series of 
stamps to be released by the U.S. Postal Service this year.  Among the five American 
journalists who will be honored with their own commemorative stamp is pioneer 
Mexican-American journalist, Ruben Salazar.  At the height of the Chicano 
movement, Ruben became a prominent voice for Latinos – reporting on the concerns 
of Mexican-Americans in Los Angeles.  The protest rally known as the “Chicano 
Moratorium,” turned violent when police entered Laguna Park, responding to a 
reported looting at a nearby liquor store.  In his memoir, “Eyewitness,” Jesus Trevino 
documents the events leading to the tragic death of Ruben Salazar, who was killed 
covering the rally.  In this story, we hear from those who knew Ruben Salazar, 
including his daughter. 
 
Also in this show: It was only 60 years ago that two parents fought an entire school 
board for access to an equal education for their children – and children throughout 
California – in the landmark lawsuit, Mendez v. Westminster.  It’s a story many might 
not be familiar with, but it’s a story that has had lasting effects.  Gonzalo and 
Felicitas, along with four other families, decided to stand up for their rights in 1945, 
when their children were denied admission into a segregated school in Westminster, 
Orange County.  Sylvia Mendez recounts her experience as one of the students 
turned away that day.  In 1947, the families won the case and schools were 
desegregated throughout California.  The decision set the foundation for the 
groundbreaking Board v. Board of Education seven years later.  Sylvia’s niece 
Mistala Mendez-Mooney, is carrying on her family’s legacy by getting the word out 
about this pivotal case in U.S. history. 
 
The show proceeds with Rigoberta Menchú-Tum.  In 1992, Rigoberta Menchú-Tum 
was the first Latina and first Guatemalan to win the Nobel Peace Prize.  Born in 
1959, to a poor Indian peasant family and raised in the Mayan culture, Rigoberta 
Menchú spent her early years helping with the family and community with farm work. 
As a teenager, she became involved in social reform activities through the Catholic 
Church, and became prominent in the women’s rights movement. At the time, her 
native country was in civil war. Unfortunately, during this violent civil war, her entire 
family was murdered.  After this tragedy, Rigoberta vowed to always fight for human-
rights and never give up hope. She kept her promise…and, became an advocate for 
human-rights for people all over the world. In the early eighties, she told her life story 
in a book called, I, Rigoberta Menchú.   And finally, we hear from modern day farm 
workers, featured in the book, "California's Broken Promises," created by the United 
Farm Workers.  The book reveals what work conditions are really like for farm 
workers in the fields of Central California.  This compelling collection of photos and 
stories, as told in the farm workers' own words is the first book released by the UFW 
in over a decade. 
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Host: Jovana Lara 
 
Guests: Julio Moran/Exec. Director, CCNMA, Frank Sotomayor/USC Institute for 
Justice & Journalism, Jesus Trevino/Director/Author, Lisa Salazar Johnson/Daughter 
of Ruben Salazar, Mistala Mendez-Mooney, Sylvia Mendez/Civil Rights Activist, 
Rigoberta Menchu-Tum/1992 Nobel Peace Prize Winner, Arturo Rodriguez/Board 
Chair, UFW Foundation, Manuel Nunez/Farm Worker, Ed Begley Jr./Actor/Activist, 
Lupe Ontiveros/Actress, Paul Chavez/Board Chair, Chavez Foundation, Aurora 
Lopez/Farm Worker, Laura Raya/Farm Worker. 
 
 
 


