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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 2nd Quarter 2020
Apr-Jun
KABC-TV 

ABC7 -CORE ISSUES 
2nd Quarter 2020

CORE ISSUES 

ABC7 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the 
second quarter of 2020: 

1. Health
2. Public Safety
3. Community
4. Politics

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 
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ABC7 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 
2nd Quarter 2020

HEALTH
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  April 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.  May 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  June 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.
Total Coverage:  4 Days 16 Hours 39 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News covered at length the various health topics of interest to its Southern 
California audience.  Predictably, the most covered topic both around the world and in Los 
Angeles, was in regards to the novel coronavirus, also known as COVID-19. 

ABC7 has been reporting on COVID-19 from the beginning, and continued to do so throughout 
the second quarter of 2020.  One aspect covered involved how the USNS Mercy was deployed to 
Los Angeles to provide hospital relief in response to the virus.  The ship arrived and docked at the 
Port of Los Angeles cruise ship terminal on March 27th, 2020, and departed on May 16th.  The 
ship's mission was to treat patients other than those with COVID-19, freeing up land-based 
hospitals to deal with the virus.  At one point, Mercy had also sent forty members of its medical 
staff ashore to a skilled nursing home to assist.  More than 35% of LA County's COVID-19 deaths 
have been in nursing and assisted living homes.  By mid-April, Mercy had treated 48 patients, of 
whom 30 had been discharged.  While docked in LA, seven crew members tested positive for the 
virus and had been removed from the ship for quarantine; 117 other sailors who had contact with 
them were also removed for quarantine.  Mercy arrived back in San Diego on May 15th. 

Eyewitness News also covered how on March 31st, while Mercy was docked, a Pacific Harbor Line 
freight train was deliberately derailed by its onboard engineer in an attempt to crash into the ship, 
but the attack was unsuccessful.  According to U.S. federal prosecutors, the train's engineer "was 
suspicious of the Mercy, believing it had an alternate purpose related to COVID-19 or a 
government takeover".  The train came to a stop approximately 750 feet from the ship after 
destroying several barriers and suffered a substantial fuel oil leak requiring cleanup from fire 
fighters and hazardous materials personnel.  No one was injured and the ship was not harmed; the 
engineer was charged with train wrecking. 

ABC7 covered the global pandemic in every newscast, every day in second quarter.  Whether the 
station was covering the impact of closing and the re-opening of certain local businesses, or 
broadcasting live conferences from state and local officials, the station continued to make sure its 
audience was up to date on the latest information regarding the virus and its devastating effects.  
One way the station passed along information to its viewers was by holding countless Skype 
interviews with a variety of guests.  The station not only spoke to medical professionals, but 
people such as attorneys to talk about subjects like what to do with rent and mortgages and 
investments going forward; rabbis and other faith leaders on how to find meaning during the crisis 
with their respective holidays and observances; career coaches and job search firms to give tips 
and help people look for employment.
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PUBLIC SAFETY
April 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30.  
May 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
29, 30, 31.  June 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 
25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.
Total Coverage:  3 Days 17 Hours 11 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted noteworthy airtime on Public Safety and Crime issues during the 
second quarter of 2020.   Without a doubt, the story of great interest to Angelenos concerned the 
death of George Floyd and the numerous subsequent protests that resulted all over the world as 
well as in Southern California.

Eyewitness News reported on how the death of George Floyd set off weeks of nationwide protests. 
The 46-year-old black man was killed in Minneapolis, Minnesota, during an arrest for allegedly 
using a counterfeit bill by Derek Chauvin, a white police officer, who knelt on Floyd's neck for 
almost nine minutes while Floyd was handcuffed and lying face down, begging for his life and 
repeatedly saying "I can't breathe".  

Floyd's death triggered protests against police brutality, police racism, and lack of police 
accountability across the United States as well as in other countries.  In Los Angeles, the first 
protests occurred on May 27th, where a peaceful protest downtown turned violent when 
demonstrators block the 101 freeway during rush hour.  Peaceful protests and demonstrations 
continued in the following days, but took a major turn on May 30th, where protests and subsequent 
looting and vandalism broke out in several cities including Beverly Hills, the Fairfax District and 
Pasadena, prompting California Governor Gavin Newsom to declare a state of emergency for LA 
County. Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti authorized the deployment of the California National 
Guard overnight and enforced a curfew in several cities, including Los Angeles, West Hollywood, 
Beverly Hills, Pasadena, Santa Monica and Culver City.

ABC7 covered the numerous protests all over Southern California that continued throughout the 
month of June, but also reported on how people would help each other clean up in the aftermath, 
such as in the Fairfax District where one shop owner there said that people cleaned up the damage 
done to her salon before she even arrived.  A similar scene in Melrose, where neighbors quickly 
mobilized to help clean up businesses that were damaged by looters and vandals.  While many 
volunteers agreed with protests over George Floyd's death, they also said the looting and 
vandalism only hurts the community.

The station also reported on instances where police showed signs of solidarity with protestors.  In 
Riverside, Riverside County Sheriff Chad Bianco and his deputies took a knee with protesters, 
calling on the crowd to work with him to make a difference. On Sunset Boulevard, LAPD 
Commander Cory Palka, surrounded by protesters, also chose to take a knee.  He had done so with 
the understanding that the crowd would not see police presence if they would disperse before 
curfew that night.  Both sides kept their promise and the crowd broke up before curfew that night. 
Also worth noting is that Commander Palka has survived the corona virus, and has donated his 
plasma to help others.  At a faith-based rally in downtown Los Angeles, Mayor Garcetti also took a 
knee before addressing the audience. The mayor told those gathered "we all want justice for 
George Floyd.”
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COMMUNITY
April 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
29, 30.  May 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  June 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.
Total Coverage:  1 Day 5 Hours 15 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on community happenings that affected the station’s viewing area 
in the second quarter of 2020.  One topic the station covered was on the 50th anniversary of Pride 
in Los Angeles.  To help commemorate the occasion, ABC7 highlighted individuals and 
organizations that made and continue to make a difference in LA’s LGBTQ+ community.  

The pandemic forced the LA Pride Parade and Festival to be reimagined and ABC7 did just that 
with a virtual three-hour event.  The station presented "LA Pride 50th Anniversary Celebration," 
hosted by KABC anchors Ellen Leyva and Brandi Hitt with special guest actress Raven-Symone 
and KABC correspondent Karl Schmid.  It was a festive star-filled night honoring the central role 
of the LGBTQ+ community in LA’s history and culture. During the virtual celebration, celebrity 
shout-outs from Moby to Kelly Osbourne, Laverne Cox to Jane Fonda, Cheyenne Jackson to Mj 
Rodriguez from "Pose" were included.  More than 100 celebrity messages were received and were 
also used in the broadcast.  

The station also devoted one of its news programs to showcase Pride issues and the history at the 
forefront of the LGBTQ+ community.  Los Angeles City Controller Ron Galperin released a 
website that includes an online story map to honor LGBTQ+ Heritage Month and an interactive 
map for social and health services geared toward LGBTQ+ youth.  From “Trans Can Work,” 
guests included a trans Black man and a trans Latinx woman who are on the front lines of 
workplace equality.  Both represent people who are often targeted for violence. And from “ONE 
Archives Foundation,” Executive Director Jennifer Gregg shared key photos from the largest 
repository of LGBTQ+ materials in the world, housed at the University of Southern California.
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POLITICS
April 1, 2, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 19, 20, 24, 25, 28, 29, 30.  May 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 26, 27, 29.  June 5, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.
Total Coverage:  3 Hours 57 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on a variety of political issues at the local level.  One topic 
covered was in regards to the corruption charges of Los Angeles City Councilman Jose Huizar.

ABC7 reported on how Councilman Huizar was arrested and taken into federal custody following 
a nearly two-year bribery and corruption probe.  Huizar had served on the council since 2005 and 
is currently facing a racketeering charge that alleges he used his position to leverage bribes and 
"other financial benefits," according to the U.S. District Attorney.  He is suspected of conspiring to 
accept roughly $1.5 million in bribes from developers in exchange for his support in certain real 
estate projects in the city. 

Officials said the investigation uncovered a massive criminal enterprise that included bribes, fraud 
extortion and money laundering.  The complaint alleged that while he chaired the City Council's 
powerful Planning and Land Use Management Committee, Huizar decided which projects lived 
and which died, allegedly accepting money from developers. One of the projects was a 77-story 
building.

In 2018, Huizar was stripped of council assignments after federal agents served a search warrant at 
Huizar's home in Boyle Heights.  During the search of his home, agents say they discovered and 
seized nearly $130,000 in cash that was stashed in his closet.

Eyewitness News covered how City Controller Ron Galperin tried to and was ultimately successful 
in terminating Huizar's salary payments. Galperin said a council member who has been suspended 
cannot continue to draw a paycheck from the local government. Huizar had been earning nearly 
$214,000 per year. 

Community activists also demanded Huizar's immediate resignation.  Immigrants' rights leaders 
and residents of Huizar's 14th council district gathered outside his Boyle Heights field office to call 
for the councilman to step down.  

The single count of conspiring to violate the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act, 
or RICO, could land the Democratic politician up to 20 years in federal prison.  He is the fifth 
person to be charged in an ongoing federal investigation into bribery and corruption at City Hall.


