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Section I. Issues.
The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community 
in this quarter:

A. Community Enrichment and Improvement: Activities and events that enrich and/or improve 
the lives of community members, such as the arts, recreational and entertainment activities and 
essential community resources. 

B. Health: Health issues and initiatives in our area. 

C. Government: Providing the listening public with transparency in government by interviewing 
elected officials as well as government staffers on their activities and on local topics and issues. 

D. Education: Area schools, colleges and other organizations that promote and deliver education 
to the community, as well as issues that affect the educational opportunities in the area.

E. Children and Youth: Programs and initiatives that address unique issues that children, 
especially the disadvantaged, face. 

F. Safety: Safety issues in the community, and law enforcement and nonprofit group responses. 

Section II. Responsive Programs

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced issues. 
Programming dealing with each issue is set out below.

A. COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT & IMPROVEMENT



“Chat About”—Air Date 2/10/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Comedian Rob “The Rez Reporter” Fairbanks discusses his comedy career, and how he 
was inspired by movies such as Smoke Signals, and his uncle, the storyteller of the family. Rob is 
a Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe member, and uses comedy to connect people, indigenous or not. 
His videos on YouTube have gathered national attention, such as his “Leech Lake Weather 
Reports.”
Program Length: 14:02

“Chat About”—Air Date 2/26/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Ara Gallo from the Bemidji Public Library discusses the “Suffragette City” in honor of the 
100 years since women gained the right to vote. The library will host four speakers to discuss four 
historical issue for Women's History Month in March. The speakers will focus on Bemidji's history 
with the Suffrage Movement.
Program Length: 9:16

“Chat About”—Air Date 3/26/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Bemidji Symphony Orchestra conductor Beverly Everett discusses how the orchestra is 
adjusting to the COVID-19 pandemic. The orchestra's live concert series was essentially 
disbanded, but Dr. Everett is working on a cyber orchestra performance. 
Program Length: 11:24

B. HEALTH

“Chat About”—Air Date 1/9/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Jake Messer from Sanford Bemidji discusses New Year's fitness resolutions and 
inspiration to keep those resolutions. Tips include focusing on specific fitness and weight loss 
goals, diets, and exercise programs and gyms available through most insurance providers, either 
free or for a significant discount. 
Program Length: 13:31

“Chat About”—Air Date 2/7/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Amber Whelan and Lee Torgerson from Face it Together discuss substance abuse. 
Whelan and Torgerson are both addicts and shared their stories overcoming their addiction. Face 
it Together is a free addiction management service, with peer recovery coaching for those 
struggling with addiction, or anyone affected by a loved one's addiction. Not a strict, abstinence 
based program, and offers multiple programs beyond the traditional 12 step program offered 
through AA or NA. 
Program Length: 10:29

“Chat About”—Air Date 2/13/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Sanford Health of Bemidji plans new heart and vascular center for the Bemidji Campus. 
The new center will encompass all heart and vascular services, the clinic, non-invasive services 
and also the “cath lab”, endovascular procedures. The new center will be on the east side of the 
medical center main door. There has been a 20 percent growth year over year in this area, for the 
past five years, for cardiovascular services, so the new center is to meet that growing need. Heart 
disease fatalities have been going down in this region, but cases are going up.
Program Length: 10:50

C. GOVERNMENT

“Chat About”—Air Date 2/3/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Bemidji Council Member Emilie Rivera previews meeting of the Bemidji City Council. 
Items discussed included the Bemidji High School Reunion (which was ultimately postponed a 
year due to the COVID-19 pandemic), a sale of an excess squad vehicle to Hill City for $300, a 



public hearing on the 2020 Street Renewal construction project, a program to help residents of a 
certain income limit with forgivable loans to update roofs, windows and siding in Ward 4, North 
Country Park Playground consultation, and declaring the vacancy in Ward 2.  
Program Length: 14:18

“Chat About”—Air Date 2/20/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: City Engineer Craig Gray discusses the issues in Bemidji's water systems. Bemidji's wells 
have been found to have PFCs, polyfloural compounds, which exceed the Minnesota Department 
of Health's recommended guidelines. The city is constructing this year a near-term water 
treatment plant that will remove the chemicals. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency wants 
the city to pump and treat this water, to prevent it from pluming and spreading down the 
Mississippi River. Gray also discussed the wastewater treatment plant, which may need new 
permits and new treatment processes to meet MPCA guidelines for compound expulsion into 
Lake Irving, also connected to the Mississippi River. The WWTF is also close to capacity, and will 
need additional treatment devices to keep up with the growing city.
Program Length: 30:20

“Chat About”—Air Date 3/17/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Beltrami County Commissioner Reed Olson and Beltrami County Public Health Director 
Cynthia Borgen are guests on the show. The board had a relatively light agenda, which included 
right-of-way issues in Turtle River, a presentation from the county's mapping department on the 
use of drones, and an update from the Department of Corrections, as well as the specialty courts 
in drug, DWI and domestic violence. This was the last in-person meeting until early June for the 
board, which was held in the big board room to allow for social distancing. Borgen discussed the 
COVID-19 response from public health. Beltrami County, at this time, had no positive COVID-19 
cases, though some had been tested at Sanford Bemidji. The early days of the pandemic sent the 
Bemidji Community in a rumor whirlwind, which this interview attempted to eliminate with facts.
Program Length: 21:44

D. EDUCATION

“Chat About”—Air Date 1/30/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Bemidji State University professors Dr. Egypt Grandison and Dr. Gabriel Warren discuss 
Black History Month. BSU annually supports Black History Month through the month of February, 
and professors shared why there is a Black history month. African-Americans did play a big part 
of history, which is celebrated throughout the month of February, also a time to celebrate Black 
culture. Events cover the history of Black people in America, which includes presentations from 
BSU students, leadership in the Black community storytelling and presentation by Dr. Frieson and 
the Black student union. 
Program Length: 13:42

“Chat About”—Air Date 2/25/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Superintendent of Bemidji Schools Tim Lutz and board member Jeff Lind preview meeting 
of the Bemidji School Board. Items on the agenda include the operating referendum, expected to 
be put on the ballots for the General Election this November, policy adoption regarding student 
activity per new state statute, and a spotlight presentation on early childhood special education. 
Need for special education appears to grow, but is growing in step with the school district as a 
whole.
Program Length:  22:13

“Chat About”—Air Date 2/11/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Bemidji State University Alumni Association's second annual Day of Giving to support 
students at BSU, discussed by Jana Wolff. The fundraising effort increases admission and 
athletic scholarships. Alumni, parents and friends of the university were encouraged to give.



Program Length: 10:50

E. CHILDREN AND YOUTH

“Chat About”—Air Date 2/5/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Beltrami County Administrator Kay Mack and Human Services director Anne Lindseth 
discuss the Beltrami Childcare Collaborative. Childcare is a difficult commodity to come by, 
especially for infant care, but crucial for the county's workforce. The collaborative works with 
government, nonprofit, childcare providers and business entities to figure out why there's such a 
shortage and what to do moving forward. The collaborative works to help current providers and a 
large area of the plan includes changing the age restrictions, such as what age constitutes an 
“infant,” which is currently, by state statute, from birth to 24 months.
Program Length: 10:29

“Chat About”—Air Date 3/4/2020 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Boys & Girls Club of the Bemidji Area discuss summer programming available at the Club, 
with Andrea Kent and Shelby Weckworth. The Club is offering a full-day summer program to help 
meet the needs for summer day camps for school-age children. Families who receive childcare 
assistance grant dollars may use them for this program. 
Program Length: 19:07
 
“Chat About”—Air Date 3/6/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Rae Lyn Hastings with Project Linus discusses the project, which aims to bring new, 
handmade blankets to children suffering trauma. The children generally receive the blankets from 
law enforcement or social services, such as children removed from their homes in a neglect or 
abusive situation, fires, accidents or hospitalizations. Hastings is always seeking donations of 
supplies for her crew of quilt and blanket makers.
Program Length: 9:06

“Chat About”--Air Date 3/30/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: North Homes Psychologist Bill Faver talks about helping kids that are troubled by the 
coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic. North Homes provides a wide spectrum of mental health 
services. Faver advises to respond rather than react to children's behavior, and points out the 
pandemic is an opportunity to develop resilience and constructive coping skills.
Program Length: 7:18

F. COVID-19

“Chat About”—Air Date 3/18/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic:  United Way of Bemidji Area Executive Director Denae Alamano discusses their response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. UW has been ensuring children received food packs in the absence 
of school breakfasts and lunches, connecting people who may be facing economic hardship amid 
shutdowns with community services, connecting volunteers to nonprofits, and establishing an 
emergency fund that would go toward accessing food and care for the most vulnerable in the 
community.
Program Length: 13:03

“Chat About”—Air Date 3/19/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Sanford Health's Dr. David Wilcox to discuss COVID-19. Dr. Wilcox is the chief medical 
officer for Sanford Bemidji. At this time, no confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Beltrami County. At 
this time, “incident command” was meeting daily to discuss response. Several patients were 
tested, and the turnaround time for tests was 3 to 5 days. Community spread, asymptomatic 
transmission, droplet transmission, and other known data about the novel coronavirus that 
causes COVID-19. Wilcox said what makes this coronavirus concerning is because it's new, and 



a version that humans have never seen, without any immunity. 
Program Length:  13:30

“Chat About”—Air Date 3/26/20 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Sanford Health of Northern Minnesota CEO and President Susan Jarvis discusses the 
hospital's response to COVID-19. Jarvis discussed Sanford's resources and ability to respond to 
COVID-19, flattening the curve, the governor's stay at home order, social distancing. Flattening 
the curve was a critical measure to prevent unnecessary deaths from COVID-19. Sanford was 
also able to create models to help predict when the surge will happen within the Sanford 
“footprint” and what kind of resources will be needed, and when.
Program Length: 19:55


