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KTTC airs many broadcasts that contain stories dealing with the problems and 

important issues of the communities we serve. Listed below, by problem and need 

category, are topics of those stories that were broadcast during this quarter 

 

 

2013 LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

 

1. Economic  & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 

2. Political/Governmental 

3. Health Care Developments 

4. Education 

5. Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 

6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism 

7. Environment 

8. Youth 

9. Substance Abuse 
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2013 1st Quarter Issues and Programs Report - KTTC NewsCenter  

 

1. Economic & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 
 

1-7 Good news for the housing market... the number of single-family home 

permits issued was higher than in the past four years.  Rochester issued 299 

single-family home permits.  The last time the city issued 300 or more was in 

2008. 

 

1-15 The small town of Hope, Minnesota could see a change that would make 

quite an impact on farmers across southeastern Minnesota.  Tonight residents of 

Hope got their first look at plans for a new 110-car grain-loading terminal to be 

built by Crystal Valley Co-op. 

 

1-17 As Federal Mogul begins the process of moving a portion of their Lake 

City business to Argentina and Mexico, there may be help for those about to lose 

their jobs. With assistance from the Department of Employment and Economic 

Development, they may not be unemployed for long. 

 

1-23 It's not your father's or grandfather's job anymore.  The nation is 

experiencing a shortage of welders...and that's inspired one business to start a 

welding program.  They held their first class today. 

 

1-30 It could be one of the biggest moves in Mayo Clinic history. A $5 billion 

dollar economic development initiative, and with it, thousands of jobs. 

 

1-31 Pine Island residents are looking at what the future may hold for their 

town...as they got a chance to brainstorm in a meeting today. The Pine Island 

community planning team asked residents to come up with ideas to improve 

everything from the public services to the quality of life.   

 

2-6 Governor Dayton spoke about a number of issues at tonight's state of the 

state, but the biggest issue addressed...was the budget. 

 

2-7 This afternoon, Rochester lawmakers introduced a bill supporting 

Destination Medical Center.  Republican State Senators David Senjem and Carla 

Nelson introduced a bill in the Senate.  And... DFL State Represenative Kim 

Norton introduced a bill in the house.  The bills ask lawmakers to approve *a 5-
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hundred-85 million dollar plan that would be financed by the public - and used 

to cover infrastructure costs for Mayo Clinic's growth plan. 

 

2-11 Anyone who uses corn for any reason is taking the brunt of our drought-

stricken summer.  The ethanol industry is no exception. Just yesterday, it was 

reported that 20 of the nation's 211 ethanol plants have quit operations because 

of the high corn costs. 

  

2-13 Construction of the Cap-X-20-20 project continues to make strides today. 

It's all part of a project to add more than 7-hundred new miles of transmission 

lines and strengthen the regional power grid.   

 

2-27 Mayo Clinic says it has added more than 1,000 new jobs in Rochester... 

and 2,000 statewide.  Not only did Mayo treat more that 1.1 million patients last 

year... 

 Financially, compared to 2011, revenues grew by 6.3 percent to 8.8-billion 

dollars. 

 

2-28 The push to bring innovative businesses to Rochester continues... and 

community leaders learned how at the Rochester Area Economic Development 

Inc. luncheon.  Jim Rogers--chair of Mayo Clinic Ventures--was the keynote 

speaker today.   

Mayo Ventures works closely with physicians and scientists to develop 

inventions, new ideas and discoveries.   

 

3-5 A major move by a major Rochester business could send hundreds of jobs 

out of Rochester.  At IBM Rochester, meetings took place announcing plans of 

some relocations.  NewsCenter's Peter Schuneman is in the newsroom with word 

that manufacturing jobs are moving to Mexico. 

 

3-6 IBM revealed to its employees yesterday it is shifting a portion of its 

manufacturing operations to Mexico and New York.  So what could this mean to 

Rochester's economy?  IBM has been a main stay in Rochester since 1956.  Big 

Blue has not divulged the amount of employees that will be affected by the shifts, 

which are expected to be completed by mid 2014. 

 

3-12 Those pulling for the expansion of the Mayo Civic Center may have 

something to look forward to.  Governor Dayton previewed his bonding 
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proposal today and it included the St. Cloud, Mankato, and Rochester civic 

centers. 

 

3-14 For those who still have questions about Destination Medical Center, an 

open house was held at the Rochester Art Center tonight - aimed to clarify what 

DMC is all about.  

 

3-28 Minnesota is above the national average when it comes to employment 

rates and part of that could be thanks to the career fairs all around the state.  

Today job seekers had a chance to meet professionals at Southeast Technical 

College in Winona. 

 

3-28 When there's an issue that concerns you, it may lead you to write a letter 

to your legislative leaders.  Two concerned Rochester residents are taking that 

route regarding Destination Medical Center, and they have a lot to say.  Business 

owner John Kruesel and Olmsted County District Judge Kevin Lund spent days 

looking over the DMC legislation to fully grasp the matter, and from that comes 

a letter bringing to light serious question. 

 

 

2. Political/Governmental 

 

1-7 Lawmakers will put their work uniforms back on tomorrow as the start of 

the Legislative session will get underway in St. Paul. 

 

1-10 With the cost of living continuing to rise, Minnesota lawmakers are 

considering increasing the minimum wage by a dollar-35...bringing it to 7-

dollars-and-50-cents an hour. It wouldn't happen until August.  Smaller 

businesses do pay a lower rate, but that would rise as well. 

 

1-22 Governor Mark Dayton has officially submitted his budget proposal for 

the state, and hopes to raise 2-point-1 billion more in state taxes.  

 

1-23 Residents in Lansing are contesting special assessment fees from the city 

of Austin for a sewer project completed more than a year ago. 

 

2-4 Two members of the Rochester city council are running to fill the seat of 

late city council president Dennis Hanson today...as Ward 2 representative 

Michael Wojcik announced his candidacy this morning.  
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2-5 With the legislative session now underway, many communities around 

the state are taking the time to talk with their representatives about what topics 

are most important to them.  Today, Rochester stormed the State Capitol to do 

just that. 

 

2-6 The U.S. Postal Service announced today it plans to end weekend mail 

delivery.  

 

2-14 The House Jobs and Economic Development Committee has endorsed the 

Mayo Clinic proposal for government help toward a major expansion.  

 

2-25 Mayo Clinic's ambitious "Destination Medical Center" proposal gets more 

attention tomorrow at the State Legislature -- a second House committee will be 

going over the plan that aims to make Rochester a cosmopolitan urban center. 

 

3-7 The race to fill the seat of the late City Council President Dennis Hanson 

will soon be coming to a close.  Candidates for Rochester City Council President 

met at a candidate forum today with less than two weeks to go before the 

election. 

 

3-12 A new hurdle for “Destination Medical Center.” A key Minnesota 

lawmaker says a bill committing the state to aid in a massive Mayo Clinic 

expansion project needs a considerable makeover to get through her House 

committee. 

 

3-14 Top legislative Democrats say they're almost certain to grant Gov. 

Dayton's wish to raise income taxes on the state's wealthiest people.  However, 

Republican leaders say they hope to marshal opposition to his income tax 

proposal - like they did with his now-abandoned sales tax expansion. 

 

3-19 Rochester may have a new City Council President tonight -- and it's the 

man who has been in charge the past six months... Randy Staver.  But it's not yet 

clear that Staver has piled up enough votes tonight... to win the job without a 

run-off election. 

 

3-21 The Destination Medical Center initiative passed another legislative 

hurdle Wednesday evening at the State Capitol.  While that is good news, the 
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results of this could take a lot of the decision-making process out of the hands of 

Rochester. 

 

3-27 Stewartville's Economic Development Authority is offering a cash 

incentive to property owners looking to build within the city. The program will 

provide 5000 dollars cash to property owners building a residential home, and 

more than 7000 dollars to those looking to build industrial or commercial 

buildings. 

 

   

 

3. Health Care Developments 

 

1-9 A fifth flu death has been reported in Minnesota...this time a 14-year-old-

girl from St. Louis Park. And now area hospitals are implementing policies 

restricting visitors to try and stop the spread of the flu. 

 

1-15 If you're still debating whether or not to get the flu shot, you may want to 

get one sooner rather than later.  Worth County Public Health in Iowa ran out of 

the vaccine yesterday and other counties aren't far behind. 

 

1-22 With the harsh flu season upon us, the Winona Archdiocese is taking 

some extra precautions during church services.  The Diocese has temporarily 

suspended shaking hands during the sign of peace and the common Chalice 

during Communion.  

 

1-24 While the disease may not be as widespread as it once was, tuberculosis is 

still a big issue in many countries around the world.  With new cases of T-B 

popping up around the United States, Mayo Clinic may be on the frontline to 

battle against it.  

 

1-31 Health officials say the worst of the flu season is over in Minnesota.  

Officials at the state Health Department say the illness has peaked in the state.  

The number of flu-related hospitalizations and outbreaks dropped for a third 

week in a row. 

 

2-7 In the United States alone, more than 240,000 women are fighting a long 

battle against breast cancer.  While progress has been made on the research front, 
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one University of Minnesota researcher may have discovered what causes the 

cancer to begin with. 

 

2-14 A Mayo Clinic researcher is hoping to shed some new light on how the flu 

spreads.  He's studying humidity levels in two local schools as part of his 

experiment. 

 

2-18 It all began as having too big of a heart, and in some respects it still hold 

true for a young Mankato woman waiting for a new heart.  22-year-old Alyssa 

Sandeen has developed a crowd of thousands of supporters across the globe as 

she waits in Saint Marys Hospital for her third heart... and that is just the 

beginning of her struggles. 

 

2-20 Roughly one in three Americans suffer from acid reflux.   Now, a 

Mayo Clinic study may have found a way to relieve some of the pain for 

sufferers. 

 

2-21 Spring Valley resident Dave Thoin is a veteran of the Navy... saving lives 

is ingrained in him.  For years he's been a blood donor and he's been on the bone 

marrow registry.  Little did he know one day his bone marrow would be greatly 

needed.  NewsCenter's Aubrey Helms joins us live with his story 

 

3-7 A Mayo Clinic study shows cash could be the key to losing weight.  A 

hundred obese employees at Mayo were offered a chance to win or lose 20-

dollars a month if they met certain diet goals.  Researchers say they lost an 

average of 9 pounds compared to just over 2 pounds for other study participants 

who were not offered the chance to win money. 

 

3-7 At the State Capitol, lawmakers are debating creating an online insurance 

marketplace.  It's where uninsured Minnesotans, at least 300-thousand, could 

shop for health coverage and buy plans from insurance companies using federal 

subsidies through the Affordable Care Act.  

 

3-18 Olmsted Medical Center is converting its urgent-care facilities into 

emergency room facilities.  The move is in response to a number of O-M-C 

patients who came to the Urgent Care facilities needing emergency healthcare.  

O-M-C will convert all urgent-care facilities into fully equipped emergency 

rooms by April 1st.  
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3-20 The bill to create Minnesota's health insurance exchange is now law.  

Governor Mark Dayton signed the bill in St. Paul, giving the exchange its official 

name.  The state-based healthcare marketplace will be called MnSure. More than 

a million Minnesotans are expected to get coverage through MnSure, including 

300-thousand who currently don't have any. 

 

3-25 It sounds like a riddle: there's a big change coming to Saint Marys and 

Rochester  Methodist hospitals.  However, not much is changing at all.  What is 

it?  the answer is: their name.  In an announcement this afternoon, Mayo Clinic 

President and CEO John Noseworthy says, the two hospitals will become one 

entity known as Mayo Clinic Hospital Rochester... come 2014. 

  

  

 

4.  Education 

 

1-8 In the first regular School Board meeting of the New Year...three new 

members took the oath of office...and Gary Smith was elected as the new board 

chair.  But in perhaps the most impactful action for students...they approved six 

new classes for the upcoming school year. 

 

1-14 Kasson-Mantorville students were putting away the textbooks and 

stepping into the kitchen today. They had a special guest... a chef with his own 

restaurant in Italy! 

Chef Vincenzo married a Kasson-Mantorville grad and now he's sharing his love 

for Italian food and cooking with the students. 

 

1-23 For the second year in a row, the Dover-Eyota High School band is going 

for a Grammy.  They have already beat out thousands of schools who applied 

across the country and are up against 124 more, most of them much bigger in 

size than Dover-Eyota. 

 

2-5 The Rochester School board approved the purchase of more than three 

thousand computers at a total cost of 2.4 million dollars at this afternoon's 

meeting. The computers are part of the districts regular process of replacing 

aging technology and will be used in student computer labs throughout several 

schools in the district.  
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2-12 The discussion of all day kindergarten and extensive pre-kindergarten 

programs is back on the table for Rochester Public Schools.  The school board 

had a study session today to discuss the possibility of both. 

 

3-6 The U.S. Department of Education says Minnesota is facing a shortage of 

special education teachers.  Now Rochester Public Schools is taking a competitive 

advantage, trying to hire new teachers for the coming school years.  

 

3-14 The Governor has proposed a budget increase of about 4.5 million dollars 

- specifically to promote english as a second language programs.   Rochester 

Public Schools serves about 18-hundred international students that are in ESL 

programs - speaking 79 different languages. 

 

3-25 A group is arguing that public schools have taken too much religion out of 

social studies classes.  At Dover-Eyota High School the material in the Social 

Studies Department is taught with a two-sided approach to eliminate this 

controversial issue as best as possible.   

 

3-26   Rochester Public Schools may be decreasing the number of language 

classes it offers because, officials tell us, not enough students register for them.  

The district currently offers four years of five different languages...and this year 

it is adding American Sign Language. BUT some classes have such low 

enrollment officials say they can't afford to keep them. 

 

3-28 The University of Minnesota-Rochester is eliminating the student affairs 

department in what they're calling a change in leadership.  The decision was 

only made yesterday with the supervisors of the department receiving the news 

by an email from the chancellor. 

  

 

5.  Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 

 

1-9 It is a time of mourning for those who knew 32-year-old Manya Johnson 

of Dodge Center.  Her husband, 34-year-old Steven Johnson, has been charged 

with shooting her in the head, dismembering her body and hiding the evidence 

in plastic containers at a friend’s home. 

 

1-9 Rochester authorities are partnering up with hotels and motels in town...to 

prevent crime before it happens. 
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1-16 President Obama made an announcement that could lead to the most 

comprehensive gun control legislation in our country's history.  He laid out 23 

executive orders and encouraged Congress to reinstate portions of the gun 

control legislation that expired in 2004. 

 

1-23 President Obama issued 23 Executive Orders regarding gun control one 

week ago, and many of them involved closing loopholes in the background-

check system. 

Minnesota law enforcement officials want quick action on this by state 

legislators, specifically regarding the loopholes involving medical records. 

 

1-30 Fewer Minnesotans died because of domestic violence last year.  The 

Minnesota Coalition for Battered Women says 18 people were killed in domestic 

violence situations. 

That's the lowest number since 1991. 

 

1-31 In mid-December... Stan Wilkinson of Rochester was in his home, thought 

he heard an intruder and shot his granddaughter.  Only days later, the tragedy at 

Sandy Hook Elementary in Connecticut heated up the country's furious debate 

over gun control. It is the right of every permit-holding individual to have a 

weapon in their home to protect themselves, but what if it is improperly stored?  

What if the person who has the gun has no idea how to safely use it? 

 

2-5 Police investigators believe they have prevented a possible murder from 

taking place in Cresco, Iowa.  Two adults are in the Howard County Jail... one for 

conspiracy to commit murder... the other for hiring the person to do it. 

 

2-5 Over the weekend, a Rochester family woke up to find someone had 

entered their home while they slept and stolen a number of personal effects 

including electronics and a vehicle.  Now they're speaking out about what they 

say is the most difficult loss...their sense of safety. 

 

2-6 Rochester Police trained hotel and motel owners today in crime 

prevention. Owners and managers attended the "Crime Free" seminar to learn 

how to protect their establishments against burglary, theft, and violence. 

 

2-6 A Pine Island man finds himself in the crossfire of gun violence talks in St. 

Paul today as he voiced his opposition against the proposed gun violence bills.  
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Kevin Collins has a lot riding on the anti-assault rifle bill HF-241, as his new 

sport-shooting range in Pine Island nears completion. 

 

2-19 In the wake of the Sandy Hook elementary massacre, school security has 

been a frequent topic of discussion.  Now the Rochester School District is 

outlining specific changes it would like to make to entrances of middle and 

elementary schools 

 

2-20 A new state audit discovers even 'law enforcement' officers are 

improperly accessing private information. 

 

2-25 Rochester minister who shot his granddaughter after mistaking her for an 

intruder has pleaded guilty to a felony charge.  61-year-old Stanley Warren 

Wilkinson has been charged with one count of intentional discharge of a firearm 

that endangers safety. 

 

2-27 It's been in business since 1977, but now an Albert Lea firearms supplier is 

surrendering its federal firearms license. Authorities say a 2011 Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms audit forced Hart Bros. Weaponry to surrender 

the license.  

 

3-11 An Apple Valley man is charged with murder in the deaths of his wife...a 

Faribault native.. and unborn child.  Roger Holland is facing two counts of 

second degree intentional murder in the deaths of his wife... Margorie Holland 

and 15 week old, unborn child. 

 

3-21 A House panel has passed a bill requiring background checks for firearm 

sales at gun shows. 

 

3-25 An armed man surrenders peacefully after a brief standoff with Rochester 

police. 

Police were called out to a welfare check at a house near the intersection of 11th 

avenue northeast and Center Street around 12:30 this afternoon.  The man 

reportedly had a hunting rifle and handgun.  Officers tell us the report came 

from a family member who was concerned about the mental health of their loved 

one.  Ultimately...after a very brief stand-off... the MAN agreed to seek help and 

went to treatment. 
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3-26 Michelle Green says she found herself a prisoner in her own home when 

her ex-boyfriend strangled and abused her.  She was able to escape 29-year-old 

Amelioleona Mitchell and he was taken into custody for domestic abuse...only to 

be let out three months later. 

 

3-29 Austin police are asking for your help in finding a suspect after a home 

was burglarized and several guns were taken. 

 

  

 

6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism 

 

1-21 For only the second time in history...the Presidential Inauguration was 

shared with Martin Luther King Junior Day.  Dr. King is best known for his non-

violent pursuit of civil rights...and today his message was shared in Rochester. 

 

2-6 If you've ever known or visited someone in hospice care, then you know 

how hard it can be for them and their families.  Seasons hospice has introduced a 

new program to help take some of that pain away.  NewsCenter's Jonathan 

Kegges has the story. 

 

2-12 A mother is demanding answers after she says her son... who is severely 

autistic... was abused by a school staff member in December and she has video 

she says proves it. 

 

2-19 At the conclusion of World War II in the 1940's, thousands of American 

heroes returned home to their friends, families, all in search of a return to a 

normal life.  Here in Rochester, a group of those veterans gathered over 45 years 

ago to celebrate in their success - since then, they've met twice a year, every 

year...until tonight, when they met one final time. 

 

2-27 Minnesota lawmakers have launched a push to allow gay marriage in the 

state beginning as early as this summer. 

 

3-4 Tomorrow, March 5th, won't mark a special day in our lives... but 10 years 

ago on that very day, a 17 year old girl's life changed forever.  Krysta Swayze of 

Rochester was paralyzed from the waist down when the car she was driving 

careened off highway 52 into an overpass on her way to pick up a friend. When 
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speaking with Krysta, it was obvious she had been through more than I could 

ever imagine.  But that was her point. 

 Her message was to those who find themselves giving up... to never lose hope. 

 

3-5 There's a push at the State Capitol this year to boost pay for those who 

provide in-home care to persons with disabilities.  The Disability Advocates rally 

drew a huge crowd to the Rotunda today, including consumers and care 

providers.  They're asking the legislature to approve a cost-of-living increase for 

caregivers who help people with disabilities stay in their own homes or other 

less-restrictive settings. 

 

3-12 It's a crucial victory for supporters of same-sex marriage in Minnesota. 

Tonight, the House passed a bill to legalize gay marriage on a 10-7 party-line 

vote. 

 

3-14 As Pope Francis begins his papacy...many Catholics celebrate his personal 

commitment to helping the poor.  Years ago... the Sisters of Saint Francis at Assisi 

Heights in Rochester answered the call of another Pope... and among other 

things, built a girls school in Bogota, Colombia.  NewsCenter's Nicole Goodrich 

spoke with one of the sisters who led the school for more than 30 years -- she 

joins us live now with the remarkable story.   

 

 

7.  Environment 

 

1-8 Last fall, we reported that the Shell Rock River Watershed District 

purchased a 51-foot dredge as part of a restoration project of Albert Lea's 

Fountain Lake.  And today, the District Board of Managers took another big step 

in moving forward with the Lake's restoration. 

 

1-16 It looks like the weather is once again going to take a toll on our wallets.  

This recent cold snap has made its way to the desert southwest and is damaging 

crops.  A lot of the nations leafy green vegetables like lettuce, broccoli, 

cauliflower - come from that region.  

 

1-29 In the aftermath of this ice storm...you've likely found yourself heavily 

salting your driveway and sidewalks to melt the ice.  But the excess salt could 

leave a lasting--and expensive-- impact on your grass and landscaping in spring. 
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2-4 It was a small step for the big movement of the frac sand industry in 

Winona... 

And just like any move in favor of the booming sand business...it was met with 

opposition at tonight's city council meeting. 

 

2-13 Every year, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers drills through the ice on 

Lake Pepin  to check its depth and determine when boats can travel across safely.  

Today surveyors say the thickest spot measured in at 20 inches, but many areas 

are still considered dangerous. 

 

2-18 Today, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency praised the state's electric 

utilities for dramatically reducing the mercury that comes out of their stacks.  

 

2-21 A sand mining company has agreed to a voluntary environmental review 

of two mines it's proposing for Winona County. 

 

2-26 The bluffs in Southeastern Minnesota are rich in frac sand...which has 

made the issue a polarizing one in our area of the state.  Most recently the mayor 

of Red Wing stepped down amid controversy over his second job as a frac sand 

lobbyist.  Now, a bill authored by Red Wing DFL Senator Matt Schmitt would 

put a state-wide moratorium on mining projects as well as institute a geological 

environmental impact statement on all silica sand mining sites...something the 

industry opposes. 

 

3-4 Even with this latest round of winter weather, drought conditions are not 

expected to improve significantly.  The entire viewing area is still experiencing a 

drought, which started in august of 2011.  In Austin the deficit is more than 21 

inches and they're experiencing extreme drought. 

 

3-7 A decision by the city of St. Charles could be made soon thanks to a 

petition offered by concerned citizens in the city.  It is just one item involved in a 

busy day regarding silica sand mining.  NewsCenter's Jared Ransom just 

returned from St. Charles and joins us live in the newsroom. 

 

3-12 What has been the center of discussion on the outskirts of St. Charles has 

come to a conclusion at this evening's City Council meeting.  On the agenda, the 

annexation of 300 acres on the eastern border of the city to launch a frac sand 

facility. 
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3-13 Last year at this time Welch Village Ski and Snowboard Resort had to shut 

down because of the lack of snow and temps in the 70s.  This year Welch Village 

is open for business.  So far chilly temperatures and consistent snows have kept a 

nice base at the ski resort.   

 

3-21 The alarms are being sounded already in Fargo and along the Red River... 

that this will most likely be a nasty year for severe flooding.  NewsCenter's 

Nicole Goodrich is live with more on what's being predicted for the big spring 

melt of 2013. 

 

3-26 The Minnesota Department of Health is looking to use a ventilation 

system to rid the Dodge County Courthouse of its dangerously high levels of 

radon.  Currently, the Department of Health is testing for radon hour-by-hour. 

The highest levels are 8.5 pic-o-curies or higher - sometimes in the 20's - which is 

much higher than the safe level of 4.5 picocuries or less. 

 

3-28 After being cooped all winter it could be nice to get outside and enjoy the 

great outdoors.  However, for Darlene Thompson nature's knocking at her back 

door. 

Right around this time each year... a flock of wild turkeys visit her back yard.  

They've become to comfortable with the idea, they don't run away anymore.  

And just like you'd see someone inside the city feeding pigeons, she sitting on 

her back deck throwing seed to the birds. 

 

 

8.  Youth 

 

1-2 Five students were expelled from Rochester Public Schools at a special 

school board meeting today.  According to Superintendent Michael Munoz...the 

majority of those expulsions, but not all, were related to recent bomb threats. 

 

2-6 Today is pizza pick up day for the Rochester Youth Hockey association, 

but for the first time since they started - they were able to drop off 17-hundred 

pizzas at the Channel One food bank. 

 

2-7 The U-S-D-A is considering stricter guidelines for what food and drinks 

can be offered in vending machines on school property.  At Austin High School, 

students have access to 8 vending machines.  Six are stocked with waters and 

Gatorades, and two are stocked with snack foods. 
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2-19 A prank by two young girls has the Olmsted County Sheriff's office 

investigating an animal cruelty case.  According to the police report, the 12 and 

13-year-old Stewartville kids duct taped one of their Chihuahua's to a wall of 

their home… then posted a picture of it to Facebook, which was soon turned 

over to authorities who are now investigating it as an animal cruelty case.  

 

2-20 It is an activity that is sweeping the nation at all age levels, Lego leagues 

and Lego competitions.  The students are given a world problem and are then 

told to go solve it, and one of the best teams in the nation at doing this is right 

here in Rochester. 

 

2-27 It's been almost a year since a Mantorville teen took her life after weeks of 

bullying.  Now, Rachel Ehmke's parents are reaching out to other victims and 

bullies themselves. 

 

2-28 A 7th grader from Dover-Eyota is an undefeated award winning ice sled 

racer, and he builds his own sleds!  Meet Turner Childs. He's in 7th grade -- his 

dad Gregg taught him everything he knows, about racing and building sleds. 

 

3-7 A school bus driver is out of a job after a preschooler wakes up in the 

garage.  Four-year-old Aiden Noehl was on his way to PEM preschool when he 

fell asleep on a Hiawathaland Transit bus.  After 25 minutes he woke up and was 

found unharmed and then taken to school. 

 

3-11 The snow is bringing something very scary and dangerous to Minnesota.  

Check out what we found on the front lawn of this northeast Rochester house. 

It's a ten-foot long alligator...made of snow. And it's the creation of Rachel and 

Cleo who got the a snow-day to make this creation.  The girls tell us it started off 

as a mermaid, then became a sea serpent...and finally, they realized... hmmm, 

maybe it looks more like an alligator. 

 

3-18 Students at Dover-Eyota are speaking out to their peers against cyber 

bullying.  It's part of a student-led effort they're calling louder-on-line.  They're 

asking classmates to "pause before they post" and also if they notice someone 

being bullied, to step-in and say something. 

 

3-20 Two Rochester fifth graders are recognized for winning a national 

competition. 
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Joy Jasik and Hemanth Asirvatham invented the concept "Smart Feet" for the 

Toshiba NSTA ExploraVision contest.  It's their vision for the treatement of 

autism.  A shoe-like computer that wirelessly transmits signals to the brain to 

correct abnormal brain functions. 

 

3-28 The Minnesota Children's Museum of Rochester has a new feature the 

kids are lining up to use.  It's something the Minnesota Farm Bureau Foundation 

and Minnesota Corn is hoping will spark kids' interest in agriculture. It looks like 

a real tractor, it sounds like a real tractor and you can drive it in a simulated 

field! 

 

 

9.  Substance Abuse 

 

1-16 A Rochester woman accused of driving drunk when she crashed with her 

five children in the car has avoided jail time, at least for now. 

 

1-16 One bar owner in Lewiston is trying to combat the problem of drunk 

driving in Minnesota.  He's gathering a group of volunteers to provide sober 

rides on weekends... and tonight was their first meeting. 

 

1-24 After a seven month investigation - the Winona Police Department 

arrested ten people during a sweep.  Only nine were charged.  Undercover 

informants and investigators made drug purchases with the 9 people.  Some of 

the drugs involved were, plant food, tramadol, oxycodone, cocaine, heroin, and  

meth.  

 

1-29 A C-D-C report released today shows Minnesota's ranking for adult 

smoking fell from 7th to 11th place among all states, meaning more people are 

smoking.  

 

1-29 Winona County is now the home to a drug court...the third of its kind in 

the third judicial district.  

 

1-30 A person has died in Rochester following drug overdose.  Officers 

responded to 42nd Street Northwest around 7 am yesterday. A 31-year-old man 

had been found un-responsive in the house.  Officers were not able to resuscitate 

him.  Police believe he overdosed on heroin. 
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2-11 After the city of Rushford was ravaged by floods in 2007, FEMA rebuilt a 

new and improved liquor store.  But the community didn't take to it and now 

Rushford City Council is seeking to turn the state-run liquor store into a new city 

hall building. 

 

2-25 Minnesota senators are returning to a familiar topic: whether to permit 

Sunday liquor store sales. 

 

3-6 A new tax being proposed at the State Capitol could make it a bit more 

expensive to purchase liquor for both the customer and the distributor.  On 

average, the price of beer per glass will increase three cents, wine will increase 

nine cents and other liquor will increase 10 cents.   

 

3-19 At the State Capitol today, two bills were introduced that aim at cracking 

down on underage drinking.  The first bill would give underage drinkers 

immunity from being arrested if they come forward even if intoxicated and 

report someone is sick, or a crime victim at a place where people are drinking. 

 

3-29 A topic of high contention now in Rochester is the safety of the bars in the 

city. The concerns are coming from a fight at Whiskey Bones last Saturday 

involving 30 people.  So what are bars doing to protect their customers?  

NewsCenter's Jared Ransom has the story. 
 

 

 

 

LOCALLY/QNI PRODUCED PROGRAMMING 

KTTC-TV is very community-oriented and interested in community problems and 

issues. It devotes a considerable amount of its news time to the coverage of significant 

problems, needs and issues facing the community. KTTC has broadcast the following 

programming in response to the issues and programs during this quarter. 

 

 KTTC Newscenter “Around Town” 

 Saturday 7:26am, 7:56am, 8:26am, 8:56am 

 Sunday 7:26am 

 “Around Town” is a 1:56 minute segment that has interviews with individuals in 

the community. These interviews provide information and discussion of events in the 

area, usually by non-profit organizations. 
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   2013 Around Town 1st Quarter Schedule 
 

January 5 -- Wit & Wisdom; Sisters of Saint Francis, Human Trafficking 

 Awareness 

 January 12 – RT Autism Awareness Foundation; Winterfest XI 

 January 19 – Dueling Pianos at Rochester Senior Center; Mayo Dance  

Workshop 

 January 26 – Rochester on Tour at the Capitol; Civic League Day Nursery, 

  Winterfest Pancake Breakfast 

 

 February 2 – Quarry Hill Nature Center’s Groundhog Day and Festival of 

  Birds; Baconfest by Sunset Terrace Elem. PTA for new playground 

 February 9 – Wines of the World; Coaches vs. Cancer 

 February 16 – Taste of the Town; WW2 Roundtable 

 February 23 – Rochester Kiwanis Chili Feed 

 

 March 1 – SEMYO Piano Competition; Children’s Dance Theatre performs 

  “Alice in Wonderland” 

 March 9 – Cabin Fever Bean Bag Tournament; Fools Five Road Race for 

  Cancer Research, Lewiston 

 March 16 – Traverski Ski Club; Samaritan Bethany Foundation Benefit 

 March 23 – Elder Network’s 25th Anniversary; Rochester Figure Skating 

Club 75th Anniversary Ice Show 

 March 30 – St. Bernard’s Spaghetti Dinner, Winona State University Geo- 

science Class Facebook/Climate Summit  

 

KTTC NewsCenter 

NewsCenter Today  Monday-Friday 5:30-7:00am 

NewsCenter at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30pm 

NewsCenter at Five  Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30pm 

NewsCenter at Five  Sunday   5:00-5:30pm 

NewsCenter at Six  Monday-Saturday 6:00-6:30pm 

NewsCenter at Ten  Sunday-Friday 10:00-10:35pm 

NewsCenter at Ten  Saturday  10:00-10:30pm 

NewsCenter at Ten (R) Monday-Thursday 3:00-3:35am 

    Friday   3:30-4:05am 
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SYNDICATED PROGRAMMING 

KTTC-TV has broadcast the following syndicated programming material in response to 

the problems and needs of our viewing area- 

 

 Ag Day Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30am 

 

 Daily syndicated program of agriculturally related topics. 

 

NETWORK (NBC) PROGRAMMING 

KTTC has broadcast the following network programming which addresses many of the 

problems and needs of our viewing area. 

 

 Early Today Monday – Friday 4:30-5:00am 

      As the first broadcast of the day on the NBC Network, “Early Today” provides a           

comprehensive look at the news that occurred overnight as well as previewing the 

day’s upcoming events 

 

 Today Show   Monday – Friday  7:00-11:00am 

     Saturday   7:00-9:00am 

     Sunday     7:00-8:00am 

A news program that provides the latest in international and domestic news, 

weather reports and interviews with newsmakers from the world of politics, 

business, media, entertainment and sports. 

 

 Meet The Press Sunday 8:00-9:00am 

 

NBC moderator interviews top newsmakers from the week 

 

 NBC Nightly News  Monday-Sunday  5:30-6:00pm 

 

Provides reports and analysis of the day’s most newsworthy national and 

international events. 

 

 Dateline  Various dates/times 
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Prime-time news magazine program that comprises segments on a wide range of 

topics, including investigative reports, human-interest stories and newsmaker 

profiles. 

 

SHORT FORM PROGRAMMING 

KTTC demonstrates a strong commitment to our community by broadcasting public 

service announcements (PSA’s) for many area non-profit organizations. The PSA’s 

are listed below which aired during the quarter. Specific dates/times are not given 

here, but are available on request. 

 

The following PSA’s ran during the 1st quarter of 2012 

 

 

First Quarter 2013 – KTTC Television 

Advertiser      Title       

Ad Council      Veteran Support/College Access 

Air Force Reserve     “Guiding & Protecting America” 

Al-Anon/Alateen SE Minnesota   Al-Anon Family Group 

Big Brothers Big Sisters Mentoring  Big Bros/Big Sis “Start Something” 

Boys & Girls Club of Rochester   A Chair Affair 2013 

Channel One Regional Food Bank  Suk/Boy Scouts Food Drive 2013 

Clearway Minnesota    QuitPlan 

Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption  Adoption “I Am” 

Eagles Club of Rochester    Eagles Cancer Telethon Live on KTTC 

Family Service Rochester    Once Upon a Playhouse 2013 

Family Service Rochester    Meals on Wheels/March 2013 

Foundation for a Better Life Values/Opportunity/Sportsmanship 
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Habitat for Humanity Domestic US Habitat for Humanity 

Iowa Lottery      Bets Off Gambling  

KTTC AmaZING Woman    AmaZING Woman Awards 

KTTC Community Calendar   Community Calendar 

KTTC School Closings    School Closings on kttc.com 

KTTC Young Hero     KTTC Young Hero Award 2013 

Laketrails Base Camp    Lake of the Woods Teen Camp 

LDS Family Services    Adoption “Spend a Day” 

Leadership Greater Rochester   LGR The Kitchen for Channel One 2013 

Lewiston Fools Five     Fools Five Road Race 2013 

Lions International     Join Lions Club 

MADD Rochester     Austin Melville “Don’t Drink & Drive” 

Make a Wish Foundation    Make a Wish “Waiting Room” 

Minnesota Cancer Alliance/SAGE Scopes Colorectal Cancer 

Minnesota National Guard    Storm/Fire/Flood 

NAB Broadcasters We Are Broadcasters 

NAB Education Foundation No Kid Hungry/Jeff Bridges 

NAB Education Foundation Bring Change 2 Mind/Glenn Close 

NBC Kids FCC Report Location   NBC KIDS – FCC 

NBC “More You Know”    More You Know - Education/ 

       Environment/Fitness Health 

Project Roadblock     Project Roadblock/Bad Dater 

Rochester Amateur Sports Commission  Rochester Sports Banquet 2013 

Rochester Area Chamber of Commerce  Rochester on Tour at the Capitol 2013 

Rochester Area Family YMCA   YMCA Membership Drive 

Shoplifting/Tangerine    Shoplifting-Nothing’s Worth Stealing 
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StopTextsStopWrecks.org    Texting and Driving “5 Seconds” 

Support Veterans     Got Your Six 

The Arc Southeastern Minnesota   The Arc SE-MN “Adrian” 

United States Marine Corps   Marines “For Us All” 

United Way of Olmsted County   Give.  Advocate.  Volunteer. 

US Conference of Catholic Bishops  “Marriage Takes Teamwork” 

US Dept of Veteran’s Affairs   Veterans Crisis Line “It’s Your Call” 

WinterFest XI     Rochester WinterFest 2013 

Wounded Warrior Project    Wounded Warrior “Living Logo” 

YMCA      YMCA “This is Why” 

 


