
Issues and Programs Report 

First Quarter 2017 

 

KTTC/KTTC-DT 

 Television 

Rochester, Minnesota 1 

 

 

 

2006  

Problems and Needs Report 

 

First Quarter 
 

KTTC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 

Problems and Needs Report 

 

First Quarter 

 

KTTC 



Issues and Programs Report 

First Quarter 2017 

 

KTTC/KTTC-DT 

 Television 

Rochester, Minnesota 2 

KTTC airs many broadcasts that contain stories dealing with the problems and 

important issues of the communities we serve. Listed below, by problem and need 

category, are topics of those stories that were broadcast during this quarter 

 

 

2017 LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

 

1. Economic & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 

2. Political/Governmental 

3. Health Care Developments 

4. Education 

5. Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 

6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism 

7. Environment 

8. Youth 

9. Substance Abuse 
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2017 1st Quarter Issues and Programs Report - KTTC NewsCenter  
 

1. Economic & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 
 

            1-4 As Rochester will be seeing some changes this year, the city council met for the first time 
in 2017.  No extra long meeting this time around--even though ride sharing like Uber is on the 
agenda.  

 
1-9 A major skyrise project for downtown Rochester.  We told you how the 'Broadway at 
Center' project is back on schedule about two weeks ago.  At today's Rochester City Council 
committee of the whole meeting, the project came up once more...but not because of bumps in 
the road.  
 
1-16 In a rare united front, the American Farm Bureau Federation and the National Farmers 
Union have joined with dozens of other ag groups urging President-elect Trump to go after Cuba 
as the newest farm export market. 
 
1-23 Destination Medical Center promises to bring about change to Rochester. And with a 
growing population, that change includes our public transit system.   
 
1-25 Minnesota and Iowa farmers seem to be the losers as President Trump issues executive 
orders pulling back from international trade agreements.  
 
1-26 Discussion around major development planned for the Miracle Mile Shopping Center 
continues.  Tonight, NewsCenter's Alanna Martella talked to one business about the 
development's potential impact.  
 
2-6 The future of the historic Rochester Armory building in downtown remains uncertain 
tonight.  But after tonight's city council meeting, people interested in possibly purchasing the 
building may have a better idea of how to go about that. 
 
2-8 A plan to build a 13-story multi-use building in downtown Rochester is moving forward -- 
thanks to a vote by the Destination Medical Center Corporation today.  The project calls for the 
construction of a 13-story building on 2nd Street Southwest -- next to Saint Marys Hospital. 

 
2-16 Social ICE is officially underway with huge, detailed ice carvings and ice bars serving up 
warm drinks.   
 
2-16 Fun is underway at The Frozen River Film Festival in Winona.  It kicked off yesterday and 
runs until Sunday.  
 

 2-23 Ride-sharing officially arrives in Rochester.  Ride-sharing service "Lyft" launched in the 
Med City this afternoon. 
 
2-27 A major announcement impacting Rochester International Airport.  This morning, United 
Airlines announced that Rochester is one of four new cities where it's adding service. 
 
2-28 Rochester is full of rich history, whether it be notable people, institutions....and even 
buildings.  At today's Heritage Preservation Commission Meeting, the group discussed buildings 
that should remain intact, in their true, original form.  
 
3-2 It's a type of national recognition-- that you maybe haven't thought about.  
"Coolest" rest stops!  And the Travel Channel says we have a pretty cool one in our neck of the 
woods.  The channel recently gave Trail's Travel Center in Albert Lea a shout-out.  
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3-9 Ideas were flowing at the Rochester Art Center tonight--- about what's ahead for the 
community.  The Heart of the City Community workshop welcomed people to share their vision for 
the future of Rochester. 
 
3-14 Construction is around the corner for the Miracle Market... the development got the green 
light from the Rochester City Council last month.  Tonight, the neighborhood at the center of the 
Miracle Mile development plan had its first community meeting since the project's approval. 
 
3-21 Artists from all over the region gathered together at the Peace Plaza and celebrated 
accordingly, singing the Hallelujah Chorus... while sending a message that the arts need to remain 
a part of our society.   
 
3-23 DMC marks a fundraising milestone for projects around the city.  The DMC board of 
director's executive committee announced DMC has not only *met its 200 million dollar private 
investment threshold-- but *exceeded it.  From 20-13 to 20-16, 297 million dollars of private 
investment happened, whether it be Mayo Clinic projects or DMC city-- or community district 
projects.  
 
3-23 New U.S. Census data released today shows that the Rochester area grew by about one 
percent in from July, 2015 through last June. 
 
3-26 Two years in the works... and more than a thousand people surveyed... the "Greater 
Rochester Arts and Cultural Trust" officially presents its Public Art Master Plan to city leaders this 
afternoon.  
 
3-29 The Rochester Art Center is in financial trouble.  In 2014, the Art Center had $100-
thousand in cash assets -- dropping to just $33-thousand one year later.  Between 2014 and 2015 
- they lost nearly $100-thousand in public support. However, a source says the art center has 
struggled for years -- citing construction on Mayo Civic Center as a big reason for the lost money.  
 

 

2. Political/Governmental 
 

1-4 Gov. Mark Dayton is asking the Legislature to pony up for public construction projects. 
The Democratic governor unveiled his 1-point-5 billion dollar wish list today of infrastructure 
upgrades, new buildings, and early learning centers.  
 
1-9 Republicans took charge of the next session of the Iowa Legislature this morning. 
The 2016 elections gave the GOP strong majorities in the state Senate and House.  And, 
Republican leaders say voters are expecting them to make changes. 
 
1-17 U.S. Representative Keith Ellison may be the only Minnesota Democrat making a stand 
by not showing up at Donald Trump's presidential inauguration. 
 
1-23 Breaking tonight… Governor Mark Dayton collapses while delivering his State of the 
State Address.  Dayton collapsed while giving his speech in the House Chamber. He stopped to 
take a drink of water... then there was a long moment of silence.  All of a sudden the whole room 
gasped and a loud thud could be heard. 
 
1-24 Governor Mark Dayton speaks out after his frightening collapse during his State of the 
State address last night.  At a press conference, the governor completed his remarks and 
discussed his budget proposal.  
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1-25 After months of debate, a bill is now ready to provide Minnesotans some relief on their 
health insurance premiums. this comes as a compromise between Governor Dayton and 
Republicans in the Legislature. 
 
1-31 Minnesota Republicans are weighing changes to severance for state workers after Gov. 
Mark Dayton was criticized for sizeable payouts to three top appointees who resigned. 
 
2-1 Since President Donald Trump's inauguration, critics of him and his policies have pushed 
back.  We’ve seen that here in Rochester--first  with a Women's March and more recently--- with 
concern over the president's temporary travel ban. There was a meeting tonight for community 
members to ask questions and share their thoughts.  
 
2-2 Politics. No matter where you stand, the word creates some kind of emotion.  Recently, 
the partisanship that's been prominent at the state and national level has led to bickering…while 
voters remain frustrated at the lack of cooperation.  NewsCenter's Shannon Rousseau has been 
"digging deeper" into the efforts of one group… that wants to ensure bipartisanship in St. Paul. 
 
2-9 Medicinal marijuana is already legal in Minnesota.  Now -- some DFL lawmakers are 
pushing to make recreational marijuana legal too. 
 
2-14 A bill to keep the Zip Rail project *derailed advances in the Minnesota House. 
Representative Steve Drazkowski of Mazeppa is sponsoring the bill.  It would prohibit the use of 
any public funding to building the rail project from Rochester to the Twin Cities... and prohibit 
eminent domain to attain the necessary land.  
 
2-20 Should liquor sales be allowed on Sundays?  In a historic vote this afternoon -- the State 
House says "yes." 
 
2-23 Across the country... members of Congress and U.S. Senators are hosting town halls this 
week.  Many have gotten heated.  This evening, Representative Tim Walz had his at RCTC in 
Rochester...where the meeting was mostly civil.  NewsCenter’s Shannon Rousseau spoke with 
Tim Walz and his constituents. 
 
2-23 A passionate, sometimes hostile crowd peppered U.S. Senator Chuck Grassley with 
questions during a town hall meeting in Charles City, Iowa.  
 
2-27 In a 38-28 vote today -- the Senate passed a bill to repeal Minnesota's ban on Sunday 
liquor sales.  This, after the House voted to do the same last week. 
 
2-28 Minnesota Republicans are aiming for major tax relief as they handle a $1.65 *billion 
budget surplus.  When Governor Dayton proposed his 46 billion dollar budget, he was initially 
looking at a 1.4 billion dollar surplus.  This forecast is the 8th one in a row with a positive balance 
for the governor.  
 
3-1 Major health insurance changes could be coming to Minnesota.... after two bills pass 
major hurdles in committee today. 
 
3-6 Here in Minnesota, officials' efforts to upgrade driver's licenses so they meet 
requirements for domestic flights hit a snag.  The State Senate defeated a bill to put Minnesota in 
compliance with the federal Real ID law. 
 
3-9 Changes are in the works for a northwest Rochester roadway.  A re-construction project 
is expected to start this spring that will convert 18th Avenue northwest from 37th to 55th Streets… 
from a rural highway to a more urban roadway. 
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3-14 A bill passes the State House that would create a re-insurance system.  Basically 
paying health insurance companies to reduce premium costs for Minnesotans.  This is a continued 
attempt to help the 5 percent of Minnesotans who purchase their health insurance on the 
individual market.  The point of reinsurance is to lessen the burden on insurance companies for 
very expensive claims, above 50 thousand dollars. 
 
3-21 Olmsted County is raising its sales tax by a quarter of a percent to raise money for area 
roads, which is not sitting well with some folks.   Olmsted County Board members say there's 
been a constant decrease in funding from the state and federal governments. 
 
3-22 Rochester's Ethical Practices Board met today to determine how to move forward after an 
ethics complaint against a Rochester City council member.  Members of the board have voted to 
hire an investigator to look into the case and present them with more facts to determine if the code 
of ethics has been violated. 
 
3-24 The Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure board releases its list of lobbyists from 
2016.  The data shows the groups and the amount of money they gave to the Minnesota 
legislature to try and influence decisions. the largest contributor,  The Minnesota Chamber of 
Commerce with 2-point-34 million dollars, followed by the Minnesota Business Partnership Inc., 
and the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities. 
 
3-26 Making a move for Minnesota's top job--Congressmen Tim Walz announces this morning 
that he is running for governor.  
 
3-30 In a bipartisan vote of 80 to 52, the Minnesota House passes a Republican bill just hours 
ago to provide 1-point-35 *billion* dollars in tax relief. 
 

  

3. Health Care Developments 
 

1-10 A young boy arrives in Rochester to begin a road to a healthier future at Mayo Clinic.  
The boy's name is Sampson and after a 150-thousand dollar "go fund me" campaign, he has 
made the long journey to Rochester from Liberia with the help of Samaritan's Purse.  Sampson 
lost his father, the only parent in his life, to Ebola two years ago.  He has been suffering with a 
deformity that completely covers one of his eyes and part of another. 
 
1-11 A local organization aims to help parents, whose children were recently met with a 
daunting diagnosis.  A program called R-T-A-A-F Cares lasts 10 to 12 weeks and helps educate 
families--- facing the reality that their child has autism.  We're hearing from one family who went 
through the program and is moving forward with a positive outlook.  
 
1-18 The first patient enrolls in phase one of a study to treat infections---caused by C-diff 
infection.  Mayo Clinic announced today that the patient will consume a capsule in hopes to 
rehabilitate their gut and spread live microbes into the patients intestinal tract.  C-diff infections 
cause about 29-thousand deaths every year in the U.S. 
 

 1-26 Now on… a rush for health care.  The Affordable Care Act guarantees free birth control to 
most women...even if they don't have Obamacare.  And with Trump's plan to repeal the act...many 
women are taking action to keep their health first. 

  
 1-30 President Trump's executive order may impact Mayo Clinic.  Mayo says about 80 staff 

members, physicians or scholars have ties to those 7 predominately-Muslim countries that are a 
part of the ban.  But Mayo is *not aware* of any staff members traveling for *business* -- who are 
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affected.  In addition -- Mayo says it knows of about 20 patients who could be affected by the 
executive order. 
 
2-2 The Minnesota Department of Health released its latest flu activity report today---and 
cases are on the rise.  On our last flu report check-in, influenza activity had just been elevated 
from local spread to regional spread.  And in today's report released by MDH....that spread has 
elevated even further----activity is now considered "Widespread." 
 
2-2 An update tonight about the death of a local-student athlete, who passed away   from 
illness earlier this week. The family of Minnesota State University- Mankato student Adam 
Ellingson--- tells us he passed away from stomach flu, complicated by cardiac arrest.  
 
2-8 The Olmsted Medical Center is offering a new and low cost way of interacting with 
patients- by connecting with them virtually.  It's called "OMC E-Care" and it allows patients to look 
for care from their smartphones, tablets, or computers.  
 
2-16 Grief is something that unites us... and impacts us all.  It can be crippling-- and make 
basic day to day tasks seem impossible.  Caitlin Alexander is live in our newsroom with how some 
are healing the hurt.  
 
2-21 Heart disease is the number one killer of women... causing one in 3 deaths every year.  
That's about one woman every minute.  One Rochester woman was just diagnosed with heart 
disease this past summer. 
 
2-21 Imagine spending most of your day changing bandages... taking medicine... and making 
sure your breathing equipment works.  That's life for two Stewartville siblings battling life-
threatening conditions. 
 
2-23 The American heart Association's annual Rochester Go Red For Women luncheon was 
at the Mayo Civic Center today.  The event featured health screenings, makeovers and 
educational opportunities to help fight the number one killer of women- heart disease. 
 
2-23 Think of the last time you didn't get very restful sleep, and how difficult it was to get 
through the next day.  NewsCenter’s Francisco Almenara-Dumur joins us live with insights... on 
getting "A Good Night's Sleep." 
 
2-28 Rochester school officials could remove more than a hundred students from class 
tomorrow if they don't comply with immunization laws.  The district says students who don't have 
the required vaccinations or exemption form won't be allowed in school until they do.  
 
3-1 Dozens of Rochester Public School students did not go to their usual classrooms today... 
as today was the deadline for parents to either get their children vaccinated... or provide an official 
exemption based on religious or health reasons. 
 
3-7 Now a quick update on the Rochester Public Schools vaccination requirement. 
As of now...there are less than 20 students that have not gotten the required vaccinations or 
submitted an exemption form.  That number started at more than 100 students.  Since last week 
those students have been kept out of class until they comply. 
 
3-9 Mayo Clinic develops a blood test -- to help combat the number one cause of death in the 
U-S. 
 
3-9 More growth for Mayo Clinic.  Today, the Board of Trustees approves a two hundred-17 
million dollar plan for growing and modernizing Saint Marys campus. 
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3-13 The demand for physician assistants continues to grow...especially in rural communities.  
And a new multi-million dollar expansion project in Rochester hopes to fill that need through a 
collaboration between Mayo Clinic, St Mary's University and UMR. 
 
3-15 One strong teenage girl in Harmony continues to face more than her share of health 
challenges.  And, she's facing another massive obstacle now. Kirsten Mock was born with many 
complex birth defects in her lower body.   In her 17 short years of life, she's already had upwards 
of 30 surgeries, and now, she's in need of another---a kidney transplant.  
 
3-23 March is National Kidney Month -- but for people on dialysis -- it's more than an annual 
reminder. Patients receive treatment three times a week -- up to 4 hours at a time. 
For a lot of them, family and friends can't sit with them during treatment, which makes the bond 
between patient and worker that much more special.  
 
3-26 It's no secret that healthcare is a hot button issue in Minnesota right now. Leaders from 
St. Paul visited southeast Minnesota today and heard what farmers and people in small 
communities think about this problem.  Healthcare is a hot topic and many who attended had a lot 
to say about the disproportionate rise in cost for greater Minnesota, as well as the individual health 
insurance challenges for farmers. 
 

  

4.  Education 
 

1-3 School is back in session today for Rochester Public Schools, following a long holiday 
break. And the RPS School Board is also back in action...with the first meeting of the new year 
tonight.  The most discussed item on the agenda was that of the 20-17 / 20-18 district calendar.  
The idea of expanding the 45-15 calendar, though the idea was shut down about a month ago... 
was brought up into discussion, yet again. 
 
1-19 A new facility to help low income families and youth is now closer to becoming a reality... 
thanks to Rochester Century High School students.  During a three week span the students 
raised more than 28 thousand dollars and are donating half to Bear Creek Services and half to 
Center City Housing.  Today, the students presented the check to Center City Housing.  The over 
14 thousand dollars will go towards turning the former Gage East Elementary School into The 
Empowerment Center, a place that will provide programming for homeless and low income youth 
and families. 
 
2-2 Minnesota's student education may get rocky in the future if a statewide teacher shortage 
continues. 
 
2-7 Tonight the Rochester Public School Board approved the expansion of the highly gifted 
program.  Currently -- there are only 2 highly gifted sections at Friedell Middle School... serving 
64 students per grade level.  But 152 incoming 6th grade students have applied for the 2017-
2018 school year. 
 
2-8 A change in Rochester Public Schools leadership... as the assistant superintendent 
suddenly resigns. 
 
2-9 Rochester Public Schools Superintendent Michael Muñoz joined local leaders -- to speak 
in support of full-service community schools.  There are 3 such schools in the district -- Gage 
Elementary... Riverside Central Elementary... and Rochester Alternative Learning Center.  Full-
service community schools differ from traditional schools -- in that they provide *more 
comprehensive* social and health services for students. 
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2-14 When you think of Valentine's Day you think of someone giving you flowers, cards or 
chocolates. The last thing most would think of is someone dressing up as a clown... but this is 
what one elementary teacher is doing. Lori Walske has been dressing up as Miss Giggles every 
year for her fourth grade class. 
 
2-20 For six years, the people in charge of R-P-S have known there are significant problems in 
the classrooms and hallways with how students of color are treated and disciplined. And teams of 
administrators and teachers have tried to do something about it.  NewsCenter's Niala Charles has 
been digging deeper to find out why Gage, Riverside, Willow Creek, and the High Schools are still 
suffering from the large disparities. 
 
2-21 Rochester Public Schools is reporting progress... in reducing the "disparities in discipline" 
between white students and students of color. 
 
2-22 State leaders pick four members to serve on the Board of Regents for the University of 
Minnesota.  One of them is from our area.  
 

 2-23 Minnesota high school graduation rates are continuing to trend upward.  2016's class in 
the state of Minnesota posted a 82-point-2 graduation rating.  Here in Rochester, the graduating 
rates were better than the state’s... they posted an overall 85-point-53 percent rating. 
 
3-2 It could be the end of a Minnesota school tradition-- snow days.  A State House 
committee is hearing legislation that could let schools replace snow days for e-learning, or home 
study.  Lawmakers say it will help curb the number of days districts have to tack to the end of 
school years.  
 
3-7 This evening, a special graduation ceremony at the Rochester Public School Board 
meeting... that brought tears to many eyes.  Leon Swendsen is 102 years old and has lived in 
Rochester for 20 years.  He grew up near Duluth and never graduated from high school because 
he had to help with the family farm and butcher shop...delivering meat. 

 
3-13 Students took over history lessons today--showing off their history projects to judges at 
Winona State University.  Two hundred students in grades 6 through 12 from around southeast 
Minnesota created exhibits, documentaries, and presentations for the Regional History Day 
Competition. 
 
3-13 The school board voted to fire him in December, but tonight, the board votes to bring him 
back. The Plainview-Elgin-Millville School Board rescinds the termination of a teacher -- who was 
recently recorded using inappropriate language. 
 
3-14 Winona Area Public Schools needs to make deep budget cuts.  And that means some 
schools could close... and some programs could be gone.  
  
3-28 It was a *freaky Friday-like experience at RCTC -- but with no magic necessary... and on 
a Tuesday. President Mary Davenport traded places with the current student president Sofia 
Alston.  Many of their responsibilities were switched, while Sofia attended meetings, Davenport 
had to go dance!  This all came out of an idea of president davenport wanting to encourage 
cooperation between the school and student body presidents. 
 

  

5.  Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 
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1-4 Police are searching for a Rochester man who allegedly abused a woman for days... then 
held her captive inside her home.  Police were able to save the woman yesterday after she sent a 
text message to someone who called 9-1-1. 
 
1-12 We have an update to an officer-involved shooting in Austin.  A man shot by an Austin 
police officer after a domestic disturbance call has died. 
 
2-6 Winona police arrest a 29-year-old man early Saturday after a three-hour standoff on 
East Broadway Friday night.  Police took Joseph Miller into custody after a woman called for help, 
just before 10 on Friday night.  Police blocked off the 450 block of East 6th Street... and talked to 
the woman who had bruises on her neck and her knees. 
 
2-8 It's an exciting night for the Olmsted County Sheriff's Office. The office has officially 
completed training for a special type of technology that will now be taking to the streets.   The 
Rochester Police Department has worn body cameras since March of last year... after today the 
Olmsted County Sheriff's Office is joining in and taking to the streets armed with body cameras, 
as well.  
 
2-13 The Rochester Police Department is pledging to become more diverse.  Out of the 141 
officers that make up the Rochester Police Department, only 17 classify themselves as non-white. 

 
2-28 Happening now -- a standoff in Rochester... with police and deputies in tactical gear at 
the scene.  Negotiations have been going on for hours.  And more law enforcement officers have 
just arrived. NewsCenter's Chris Yu joins us live from the scene with what he's seeing. 
 
3-1 An hours-long standoff in Rochester ends peacefully---with one man being taken into 
custody.  The standoff happened at a home in the 900 block of 11th Street Southeast.  Rochester 
Police say it all started at around 7-30 last night... when neighbors reported that 26-year-old Levi 
Byler was firing gunshots into the air. 
 
3-2 More than 71-thousand handgun carry permits were issued last year in Minnesota.  
That's the highest number of permits to carry distributed in one year since the law went into effect 
in 2003. Here in Olmsted County more than 17-hundred were issued last year.  
 
3-7 Today, many Minnesotans are stepping up in the fight against domestic violence. 
it's all a part of a statewide day of action called "It Happens Here."  Advocates of ending domestic 
violence joined survivors, community members, and civic leaders to remember people who lost 
their lives to domestic violence last year. 
 
3-14 Two Minnesota men are facing charges after police find child porn in their possession.  
The first suspect is a retired United South Central *educator and technology department director. 
 
3-15 Today, area law enforcement officers are learning about defensive tactics in Lewiston... 
how to use force, when situations require it.  
 
3-16 U-S Immigration and Customs Enforcement releases details on its latest operation in the 
Midwest.  A 3-day effort -- across 5 Midwestern states -- leads to 86 arrests... including many in 
Minnesota. ICE did say that of the 86 arrestees -- 52 have prior criminal convictions, in addition to 
being undocumented immigrants. 
 
3-22 A nearly 12-hour standoff comes to a peaceful end this morning in northeast Rochester, 
after an armed man makes suicidal threats.  Police say the man didn't threaten to harm officers or 
anyone else.  Instead, Officers spent almost hours saving him from himself. 
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3-24 The University of Minnesota is ordering a review of how it handled allegations of sexual 
assault involving football players last fall.   
 
3-26 A home invasion----live-streamed on social media.  Police say that helped them identify 
three men who held people to the ground at gun point. 
 
3-29 What do authorities do when a person is holed up in a home?  Or threatening violence?  
This afternoon -- officers took part in realistic role-playing... to practice handling situations like 
those. 

 
3-30 The Rochester Police Department makes the community safer -- but it can't do it alone.  
RPD says that 95 percent of arrests are a direct result of someone's phone call. 
NewsCenter’s Francisco Almenara-Dumur has more on a program created to get neighbors 
involved… called the Pooch Pedal and Foot Patrol. 
  

 

6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism 
 
1-2 Another bitterly cold week is in store to start the New Year.  And it's especially tough for 
the homeless.  That's where the Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Rochester comes in.  The 
shelter is located at 703 1st Street Southwest.  And it's open from 4 p-m to 9 a-m all year -- even 
on holidays like today.  Staffed entirely by volunteers, the Dorothy Day Hospitality House has 
enough rooms for 23 homeless individuals -- who can stay for up to two weeks.  
 
1-17 Some in Rochester started off this Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, with a tribute to the civil 
rights icon.  They attended the 22nd annual M-L-K “We have a Dream" breakfast at the Mayo 
Civic Center.  Rochester Area Chamber of Commerce, Diversity Council, and the N-A-A-C-P 
served as hosts.  Tickets were more affordable this year at 10 dollars-- so more families could 
attend.  In a celebration of diversity, this year's invocation was given by a Hindu leader.  
 
1-17 The historic Paramount Theater in Austin will soon become more handicap accessible. 
 
1-24 Tomorrow morning you'll need a shovel or snow blower to get out of your driveway but for 
some people this task can be a big challenge. Family Service Rochester is looking for more 
volunteers to help the elderly shovel through their "Neighbors helping Neighbors" program.  The 
program helps seniors stay in their home longer, by helping them with chores that become 
increasingly difficult to do with age....like shoveling. 
 
1-31 It may not be a noticeable change here in southeastern Minnesota or northern Iowa.  But 
the Boy Scouts of America says it made a change nationwide today on *who* can join.  The 
Scouts are now welcoming transgender kids. 
 
2-1 President Donald Trump's travel ban for citizens of 7-predominantly Muslim countries 
continues to send shockwaves around the world.  It's halted the visa application process for 
anyone from the affected countries. The order is having an impact on many people in Minnesota--
-now separated from family members. 
 
2-2 The chair of the Olmsted County Republican Party says opponents of President Trump's 
executive order are misinterpreting the move.  The executive order has sparked protests across 
the country -- including one at Peace Plaza in Rochester Sunday afternoon.  Under the order -- 
refugees are not allowed to enter the United States for 120 days... and Syrian refugees are 
barred indefinitely.  Meanwhile citizens of seven predominately Muslim countries are forbidden to 
enter the U.S. for 90 days.  Aaron Miller, chair of the Olmsted County Republican Party, says 
opponents are misunderstanding the order's intention. 
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2-8 Saint Marks Living, a senior facility, is hosting its fifth annual bake sale to benefit Austin's 
"Paint the Town Pink" fundraiser.  "Paint the Town Pink" raises support for The Hormel Institute's 
breast cancer research. 
 

 2-9 The 9th district court refuses to reinstate President Trump's travel ban today--- following a 
challenge from the states of Washington and Minnesota. 

 
 2-13 A car crashed into an Amish carriage in northern Iowa last night -- sending 7 family 

members to the hospital. 
 
2-14 A 7-year-old Rochester girl is defying the odds. Born not breathing -- she now suffers 
from a brain disorder... epilepsy... and a long list of other conditions.  But she is making 
remarkable progress. This Rochester girl has been through so much in such short a time.  Now, 
her mom and dad are raising money for a service dog -- to help improve her life. 
 
2-14 The rural community of McIntire, Iowa is tonight rallying around an Amish family... 
involved in a tragic crash Sunday night.  The Petersheim family--Father, Mother and five kids--
were riding in their horse-drawn buggy about 9:40 p.m. Sunday when they were rear-ended by a 
car. 
 
2-15 For the sacrifices those who have served have made for our country---many know it's 
important they receive love and gratitude in return. 
 
2-16 Dozens of restaurants across the state--including Rochester--were closed or short-staffed 
to mark "A Day Without Immigrants."  The protest was part of rallies in the U-S to show how 
important immigrants are to daily life.  We counted 49 restaurants, kitchens and cafes closed in 
the Twin Cities... and some restaurant workers took to the streets. 
 
3-6  Free legal help for tenants and landlords is just a phone call away.  Legal Assistance of 
Olmsted County runs the Landlord-Tenant Hotline. 
 
3-16 The President's promises to crack down on undocumented people in the U.S. has led to 
a lot of frayed nerves.  To help reassure people, Riverland Community College in Austin last night 
invited people from the community to an event--- involving different agencies--- to help 
immigrants know their rights. 
 
3-24 A shop in Kasson is open for business--- but not to make money. instead, it's Texan-- 
turned Minnesotan-- Manny Guajardo’s opportunity to give back in his retirement. 
Guajardo and his wife run Sophia’s thrift store, named after a grandchild.  Guajardo says store 
aims to help people--- carrying inexpensive items and giving to those who need it. 
 
3-28 There's a new initiative in Olmsted County -- to give *everyone* a chance to hit the bike 
trails. This evening -- riders of all abilities got to test it out.  Olmsted County officials believe 
everyone should get to ride a bike, no matter what physical challenges they're facing.  So there's 
a new effort to make adaptive bikes available.   And the public gets to weigh in. 
  
3-30 "We are literally in the fight of our lives."  That's what the Executive Director of the Ability 
Building Center in Rochester said today.  A-B-C, along with representatives from seven agencies 
that help people with disabilities, had a press conference to talk about their staffing crisis.  Direct 
Care Staff members are leaving for jobs with higher wages.  

 

7.  Environment 
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1-2 The new year means turning over a new leaf.  One way to do that?  Recycling your old 
Christmas tree.  That's what several people did with their day off.  If you're looking to dispose of 
yours... head to the Olmsted County compost site. 
 
1-24 Emergency repairs are underway for a liquid cow manure system after a valve broke last 
night at an Olmsted County farm-- making for a major mess.  
 
1-25 Work crews are cleaning up a spill of nearly 140,000 gallons of a diesel mix---from a 
broken pipeline in north-central Iowa.  The leak was discovered around 8 a.m. this morning north 
of Hanlontown.   Officials say the diesel mixture pooled in a farm field and did not reach nearby 
Willow Creek. 
 
1-31 It's an exotic beetle native to Asia, discovered in the United States in 2002.  Since that 
discovery, the Emerald Ash Borer has now spread to 29 states....including Minnesota. And it's 
been killing trees ever since.  Tonight, there's help for homeowners who might have ash trees in 
their yard. 
 
1-31 An update to the diesel pipeline spill in Iowa last week...the amount of FUEL spilled 
during the accident, isn't as severe as first thought. Dozens of workers were on the scene of the 
spill near Hanlontown working to capture the diesel fuel after a loss of pressure was detected 
early Wednesday morning.  This is what the scene looked like from the KTTC Drone Cam last 
Thursday.  
 
2-9 It won't be long before we'll be out planting flowers... tending the gardens. And hoping the 
bees will come around to pollinate the plants.  But there's trouble with that--after a shocking 
decline in numbers, the rusty patched bumblebee is about to be placed on the U.S. Endangered 
Species List. 
 
2-15 The Mississippi River is a vital part of the economy.  It's a waterway for barges 
transporting ag products and numerous other commodities -- and by measuring the amount of ice 
on Lake Pepin -- officials can determine when the shipping season can begin.  A crew with the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers traveled all over Lake Pepin on an airboat this morning... drilling 
the ice and measuring the thickness at various points. 

 The thickest ice is 17 inches -- about one mile southeast of Lake City. 
 
2-20 Just as the Trump Administration moves to enable the completion of the Dakota Access 
Pipeline in North Dakota... fresh protests are rising up against it. 
 
2-21 Full sunshine, temperatures in the 50s and 60s, and a slight breeze may not be perfect 
golf weather during all seasons, but it certainly is during the middle of February. 
 
3-1 The White House is denying President Donald Trump's plans to issue an executive order 
to change the national biofuels program.  This comes after the U.S. Renewable Fuels 
Association, or RFA, said Trump's team informed the group an order was pending.  
 
3-2 The Minnesota Department of Agriculture is about to attack a significant gypsy moth 
infestation in a small part of Winona County.  
 
3-7 With winds between 100 to 110 miles an hour -- the National Weather Service confirms 
an E-F-1 tornado touched down in the Clarks Grove area last night.  And it left quite a path of 
destruction. 
 
3-9 Keeping our water clean and safe.  In Rushford, experts are talking to growers about how 
they do their part.  At Stumpy's bar and restaurant this morning... there were speakers talking 
about common sense cover cropping, measuring runoff---and sediment and nutrient loss. 
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3-13 Less than a week after temps in the 60s, the snow returns.  The total in the Med City 
came to six and a half inches, per a report from the airport. 
 
3-16 Officials discover *two different *invasive species of carp--- in the St. Croix River.  
It’s the first time the silver carp has ever been caught in the St. Croix. Many wonder what this find 
means for our environment and fish populations.  NewsCenter's Alanna Martella spoke with a 
DNR invasive carp specialist this afternoon and joins us live in the newsroom with what she found 
out. 
 
3-20 Spring officially began at 5:29 this morning with the vernal equinox. And folks in 
Rochester were treated to mild weather to celebrate the start of the new season. 
 
3-29 The Minnesota District Office of the U.S. Small Business Administration announces which 
Minnesota businesses are making the mark.  We're learning who won this year's big titles. 
Oronoco-based Watson Recycling has been named the "Family-Owned Small Business of the 
Year."  When the business began, it would recycle three to five million pounds of metal per year, 
and this year, the company expects to recycle 55 million pounds!   

 

8.  Youth 
 
1-4 Some U of M students say firing head football coach Tracy Claeys is a good "first step" to 
improving the culture around sexual assault on campus.  This peaceful protest  today at Coffman 
Memorial Union was organized by the same people that started a petition to have the coach fired.  
Students and legislators were among those who attended------- to support those impacted by 
sexual assault - and discuss ways to curb the issue. 
 
1-24 The Dover-Eyota boys basketball team took to the court tonight to face  Caledonia but 
they were without one key player.  Though he didn't play in the game, captain Kale Pike was still 
there to be recognized beforehand for his strength in something he's up against off the court.  
 
1-31 A small-town northern Iowa teen is heading to Hollywood.  17-year-old Malik Knighten of 
Charles City sings and plays the guitar. And recently -- Sony Music took notice. 
 
2-1 The investigation continues tonight into a possible threat involving a gun at Dover-Eyota 
High School.  The school was on lockdown for hours today, as deputies got to work.  The 
Olmsted County Sheriff's Office says someone reported that a student used a handgun to 
threaten another student. 
 
2-1 A fight between teenage girls at John Marshall High School...turns into a scary situation 
on social media...and lands a parent behind bars.  Police say one of the girls' parents made a 
threat on Facebook Live while holding a handgun.  
 
2-6 It's 120 pounds of circuit and steel.  But don't let the size fool you.  Byron High School's 
new robot can do it all. From spinning... to climbing... to carrying objects -- the robot is gearing up 
to face others from around the world. The next few weeks will be extremely busy for Byron High 
School's robotics team.  After all -- there's the regional competition next month... followed by the 
world championship in April. 
 
2-7 Hundreds of students from around the area are at Mayo today to learn what the future 
might bring for them if they pursue a career in science. 
 
2-14 In the lead-up to Super Bowl 52, the host committee for the big game is giving money to 
help Minnesota's kids become more active. 
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2-15 An annual event at Rochester Arts and Sciences Academy gives students a chance to 
share their heritage with their classmates.  Students and their family members set up tables with 
items from their home country... items that mean a lot to their family and culture, in general. 
 
2-20 The spotlight was shining on some talented Rochester teenage musicians tonight.  It was 
Rochester's Got Talent! NewsCenter's Alanna Martella was there this evening for all the 
performances. 
 
2-22 An effort to get kids reading -- with the help of mentors.  Hormel is celebrating the end of 
this year's reading-buddy program called Everybody Wins.  
 
3-2 Albert Lea sixth graders win big at the Math Masters competition in Austin. 
 
3-13 A Rochester boy with a passion for police gets a special surprise at his 8th birthday party 
this weekend. He loves police so much that he decided to make his birthday "police-officer-
themed."  But of course, a police officer themed birthday party wouldn't be the same without the 
real live men and women in blue. 
 
3-20 One local high school team has a lot to celebrate.  It's heading to nationals to compete in 
what it does best. and what the team does best is think creatively.  The Chatfield High School 
Rube Goldberg "Kitchen Krew" beat out 16 other teams to come out on top. 
 
3-21 Teaching children the importance of fighting cancer -- in a creative way. You'll find this 
unique lesson at Lewiston-Altura Intermediate School.  NewsCenter's Chris Yu joins us live from 
the newsroom to explain. 
 
3-22 After his story went viral on social media -- a 5-year-old boy battling brain cancer is 
reunited with his beloved teddy bear... that he had lost at Mayo Clinic. 
 
3-22 Third graders at St. Charles Elementary spent their gym class today not only getting the 
blood pumping, but also raising money while doing it.  It's all part of the American Heart 
Association's Jump Rope for Heart... and this year's event is honoring one of the community's 
own. NewsCenter's Alanna Martella was at the event this afternoon and joins us live in the studio 
with more. 
 
3-30 The Byron Public School Board has a special member... a student.  For the past several 
years a student has served on the board.  Monday was senior Audrey Johannes' last day--
another Byron student will take her place. 
 
 

9.  Substance Abuse 
 
1-10 Officers found three toddler-aged children in a home during one of Austin's largest meth 
busts in recent history.  Police say they searched a home on the 600 block of 10th Street 
Northeast early yesterday afternoon.  They seized 3 pounds, 6-and-a-half ounces of meth in 
several packages and baggies.  Officers arrested 35-year-old Phaengdy Khamda -- who is in jail 
facing a felony first-degree drug charge.  Police say 3 young children were in the home -- ages 1, 
2 and 3. 
 
2-9 An Austin mother is facing criminal charges... after authorities discover her three children 
had cocaine in their system. 
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2-13 A Rochester man is behind bars after a U.S. postal inspector alerts police about possible 
drug activity. Police made the arrest after carrying out a search warrant at 19-11 Viking Drive 
Northwest.  Police say a postal inspector said they believed drugs had been delivered there in 
packages, over the last couple of weeks.  The packages had been sent from Colorado, where 
use of recreational marijuana is legal. 
 
2-13 Authorities discover dozens of pounds of marijuana inside a car sold at a Rochester 
dealership.  Police say multiple vehicles were made and sent from Mexico, then distributed 
throughout the Midwest by train. One of those cars was sold in Rochester this weekend. 
 
2-22 A police investigation at a northwest Rochester home leads to two drug-related arrests. 
 
3-29 First at 10, breaking news in St. Charles.  Witnesses see police searching one of the 
town's businesses. The shop is called "The Buzz" and this isn't the first time police have been 
there. NewsCenter’s Alanna Martella is live at the scene with what we know, Alanna? 
 
3-30 Two people are now facing charges in connection with a drug raid at a St. Charles 
business last night.  Inside they found bags full of 20 grams of marijuana and drug paraphernalia. 
The man at the center of last night's raid in St. Charles, Stephen Conlin, has also been a huge 
proponent for legalization of marijuana.  
.  

 

 

LOCALLY/QNI PRODUCED PROGRAMMING 

KTTC-TV is very community-oriented and interested in community problems and 

issues. It devotes a considerable amount of its news time to the coverage of significant 

problems, needs and issues facing the community. KTTC has broadcast the following 

programming in response to the issues and programs during this quarter. 

 

 

• KTTC NewsCenter “Around Town” 

 Saturday 7:26am, 7:56am, 8:26am, 8:56am 

 Sunday 7:26am 

 “Around Town” is a 1:56 minute segment that has interviews with individuals in 

the community. These interviews provide information and discussion of events in the 

area, usually by non-profit organizations. 

 

2017 Around Town 1st Quarter Schedule 

            January 7 – Lanesboro Arts “Smithsonian Waterways” exhibit; KTTC 
  Eagles Cancer Telethon 
 January 14 – Learning is Forever; RT Autism Foundation gala 
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 January 21 – Mini Spirits Dance; Med City Foundation’s 2017 Blizzard 
  Bash 
 January 28 – Civic League Day Nursery’s “Share Your Love” Gala; 

Choral Arts Ensemble Singing Valentines  
 

February 4 – “Honk” the Musical by Mantorville Theatre Company;  
Winterfest, Rochester 

 February 11 – SocialICE in downtown Rochester;  Coaches vs. Cancer, 
Century High School 

 February 18 – Winona State University-Rochester’s Speaker Series;  
Sisters of St. Francis Compassion Series, Rochester 

February 25 – Wines of the World; Cabin Fever Bean Bag Tournament 
 

March 3 – SE Minnesota Day at the Capitol; Next Chapter Ministries 
 March 10 – Rochester Senior Center; Lee Afdahl Concert 
 March 17 – Edible Book Festival, Rochester Public Library; “Trashion 

Show” by Serenity Couture, Rochester 
 March 24 – Dodge County Business Expo 

 

KTTC NewsCenter 

NewsCenter Today  Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00am 

NewsCenter at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30pm 

NewsCenter at Five  Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30pm 

NewsCenter at Five  Sunday   5:00-5:30pm 

NewsCenter at Six  Monday-Saturday 6:00-6:30pm 

NewsCenter at Ten  Sunday-Friday 10:00-10:35pm 

NewsCenter at Ten  Saturday  10:00-10:30pm 

 

 

SYNDICATED PROGRAMMING 

KTTC-TV has broadcast the following syndicated programming material in response to 

the problems and needs of our viewing area- 

 

• Ag Day Monday-Friday 4:00-4:30am 

 

 Daily syndicated program of agriculturally related topics. 
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NETWORK (NBC) PROGRAMMING 

KTTC has broadcast the following network programming which addresses many of the 

problems and needs of our viewing area. 

 

• Early Today Monday – Friday 4:30-5:00am 

      As the first broadcast of the day on the NBC Network, “Early Today” provides a           

comprehensive look at the news that occurred overnight as well as previewing the 

day’s upcoming events 

 

• Today Show   Monday – Friday  7:00-11:00am 

     Saturday   7:00-9:00am 

     Sunday     7:00-8:00am 

A news program that provides the latest in international and domestic news, 

weather reports and interviews with newsmakers from the world of politics, 

business, media, entertainment and sports. 

 

• Meet The Press Sunday 8:00-9:00am 

 

NBC moderator interviews top newsmakers from the week 

 

• NBC Nightly News  Monday-Sunday  5:30-6:00pm 

 

Provides reports and analysis of the day’s most newsworthy national and 

international events. 

 

• Dateline  Various dates/times 

 

Prime-time news magazine program that comprises segments on a wide range of 

topics, including investigative reports, human-interest stories and newsmaker 

profiles. 

 

SHORT FORM PROGRAMMING 

KTTC demonstrates a strong commitment to our community by broadcasting public 

service announcements (PSA’s) for many area non-profit organizations. The PSA’s 
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are listed below which aired during the quarter. Specific dates/times are not given 

here, but are available on request. 

 

The following PSA’s ran during the 1st quarter of 2017 

 

First Quarter 2017 – KTTC Television 

Advertiser      Title       

Ability Building Center    60th Anniversary 

American Diabetes Association   Pre-diabetes Test 

Black History Month    Black History Month 

Blessings in a Backpack    Blessings 

Boys & Girls Club A Chair Affair 

Center City Housing Empowerment Center/Gage East 

Apartments 

Christmas Anonymous    Toy Drive 

City of Lewiston     Fools Five Road Race 

Diocese of Winona     Catholic Charities 

Eagles Cancer Telethon    Telethon Auditions 

Elder Network     Image 

Family Service Rochester Once Upon A Playhouse / Meals on 

Wheels 

FCC Report Location     FCC 

Gary Sinise Foundation    Those Who Serve / Who Help Heroes 

Got Your Six      Got Your Six/Behind Every Great/Backs 

Iowa Gambling     Bets Off 

KTTC Amazing Woman    Amazing Woman Award 

KTTC Community Calendar   Community Calendar 
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KTTC Young Leader  Young Leader Award 

KTTC Weather Academy Seasons/Sun Dogs/Wind Chill 

Laketrails Base Camp    Lake of the Woods Teen Camp 

Lions International     Airport/Safari Hunting/District 5M1 

MADD Austin Melville “Don’t Drink & Drive”/ 

Marcus Sherels / Drunk Driving & Me 

Minnesota Department of Public Safety  DeeJay Texting 

Minnesota National Guard    Storm/Fire/Flood 

National Alliance of Mental Illness The Lighthouse 

NBC “More You Know” Digital Literacy/Children’s Health 

 Environment/Health/Diversity/Educatio

n 

Partnership for a Drug-Free America  Mirrors/Awkward Silence 

PossAbilities of Southeaster Minnesota  Join the Club 

Project Roadblock Doors/Viral 

Rochester Area Chamber of Commerce Day at the Capitol 

Rochester Downtown Alliance Social Ice 2017 

Rochester International Association WorldFest 2017 

Rochester Public Library    Connect 

Rochester Repertory Theatre 33rd Annual Season/4000 Miles/Vanya, 

Sonja, Masha and Spike 

Rochester Winterfest    Winterfest 2017 

Ronald McDonald House    Donate  

ScamAwareness.org     Online Safety 

Seasons Hospice      Live & Love Affair Gala 

Text to Speech     Text to Speech 
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The Arc of Southeastern Minnesota  TMYK 

United Way of Olmsted County   Give. Advocate. Volunteer 

Live United/Campaign/ 10 Who Make A 

Difference 

 


