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KTTC airs many broadcasts that contain stories dealing with the problems and important 

issues of the communities we serve. Listed below, by problem and need category, are 

topics of those stories that were broadcast during this quarter 

 

 

2016 LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

 

1. Economic  & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 

2. Political/Governmental 

3. Health Care Developments 

4. Education 

5. Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 

6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism 

7. Environment 

8. Youth 

9. Substance Abuse 
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2016 1st Quarter Issues and Programs Report - KTTC NewsCenter  
 

1. Economic & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 
 

1-7 This week, the city of Rochester put pen to paper and officially became owners of the historic 
Chateau Theatre.  Now that the landmark theatre is in city hands, the question remains: what's next 
for the Chateau? 
 

 1-7 Nearly 200 local workers may start the next new year without a job.  Today, Bard Medical 
confirms operations in Stewartville will cease in 2017. 
 
1-13 A development proposal in Northwest Rochester could bring more business and residential 
housing to the area.  This was further discussed this evening at the planning and zoning commission 
meeting.  

 
1-25 MnDOT has released a report that details eight alternatives for the proposed high speed 
passenger rail between Rochester and the Twin Cities. 

 
1-27 State officials have washed their hands of high-speed rail between Rochester and the Twin 
Cities.  The proposed Zip Rail project is now solely up to a private group... North American High 
Speed Rail. 

 
1-28 Rochester's real estate market has rebounded nicely since the great recession. Today, the 
Southeast Minnesota Association of Realtors released a report showing just how much the market has 
grown in the area. 
 
2-9 The Treasure Island Resort and Casino opened the doors of its Lagoon Water Park and 
Wave Spa today. The 19 million dollar project began in May 2015.  The water park is massive, 
featuring a 320 foot long lazy river, water slides, kiddie pools, and hot tubs. 

 
2-9 It was a vaudeville house -- then a cinema -- most recently, a book store.  The Chateau 
Theatre in Rochester is empty again, and many wonder, what’s the next chapter for the 90-year-old 
structure? 
 
2-9 New landmarks may be popping up along the trails of Rochester.  The Rochester Art and 
Culture Collaborative is proposing the Art-4-Trails project.  It would see five art pieces placed at Mayo 
Park, Slatterly Park, and Silver Lake Park in Rochester. 

 
2-10 A Rochester developer is looking to create a new subdivision in the city.  This is a snapshot 
of Woodcrest Development's proposed Reflections on Mayo Lake Second. 
The developer brought the plans before the Planning and Zoning Comission tonight. 

  
2-15 Like its neighbor, the Mayo Civic Center... Rochester Public Library is working towards an 
expansion. 

 
2-18 One of the oldest buildings in Rochester -- is now part of the largest economic 
development initiative in the state.  Destination Medical Center is turning the old Conley 
Maass building into a place for small businesses.   Residents got a sneak peek inside at 
an open house earlier tonight. 

 
2-22 Food trucks could be pulling up to the curbs of Rochester this summer.  It's been a hot-button 
issue the Rochester City Council has been discussing for months. 
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 2-23 One major development of the Destination Medical Center has been scrapped.  This 
development not only affects the city of Rochester, but also those who are visiting -- most notably -- 
patients at Saint Marys Hospital.  NewsCenter's Alanna Martella joins us live in the newsroom with 
details. 

 
3-2 Two weeks following a machinery fire at Ferrara Candy Company in Winona - officials say it 
will be shutting down the factory and moving operations to Illinois. The more than 100-year-old factory, 
which employs 124 full-time employees, will stop production April 29. 

 
3-3 Minnesota could become one of the first states in the country to have a high speed rail.  Right 
now, North American High Speed Rail Group is conducting studies under a permit from MnDOT to see 
if they want to move forward with the project to connect Rochester and the Twin Cities. 

 
3-9 The Rochester Downtown Alliance is a busy group... it's now trying to create support for the 
local creative community by helping grassroots artists. 

 
 3-14 Those who show swine will be happier than pigs in slop come this year's Howard County 

Fair.  A new hog arena, which will double as an agriculture education center, will finally become a 
reality. 

 
3-14 The Rochester Public Library could be in line for a big renovation in the future. 
Library officials brought their grand idea to the Committee of the Whole this afternoon in hopes that 
they would commit to the plan. 

 
3-14 A new survey by the University of Minnesota is showing the struggles of keeping rural 
grocery stores open for business.  For many, they are a vital part of the community.   
And as NewsCenter's Devin Bartolotta reports, southeast Minnesota stores are not immune to the 
struggle to keep doors open.  

 
 3-15 A new Rec center in Austin is a project that has been in the works for about a year now.  

Tonight, a public forum gave community members a chance to really dig in and talk about it.  
NewsCenter's Alanna Martella was in Austin at the meeting and joins us live in the studio with more. 

 
 3-16 Destination Medical Center is the future of Rochester...making it the world's 
 premier spot for health and wellness. However, to get to the point of completion, it is a 
 process. And like any process, it takes planning. It was all about process, as in 
 developing a process for how to continue development of the Saint Marys District portion 
 of the Destination Medical Center project. 

 
 3-21 Some look at it as a boost to the region's agricultural economy is coming to 
 Mason City in the next few years.  Today, a company called Prestage Farms announced 
 its plans to build a 240-million dollar pork slaughter and processing plant just south of 
 town.  The plans detail a state-of-the-art, 650-thousand square foot facility that could 
  process as many as 10-thousand hogs per day.  
 
 3-21 Food trucks are one step closer to setting up shop in downtown Rochester.  The 
 Rochester City Council’s Committee of the Whole met today to draft an ordinance that 
 would allow for the trucks to provide street side service by this summer. 
 

3-24 The vacant Oak Park Mall in Austin is coming down.  Crews have begun 
demolishing the building -- to make way for a new Hy-Vee, a move that's expected to 
create a lot of new jobs. 
 
3-27 A low unemployment rate isn't typically a problem -- but in Mason City, economic 
development agencies are having trouble filling some agricultural jobs. 
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2. Political/Governmental 
 

1-5 Six Amish farmers from the Utica area have each been granted permits for dog kennels by 
the Winona County Board of Commissioners.  

 
 1-7 Lawmakers try to make more headway today in sorting out Minnesota's non-compliance with 

the federal real ID act.  There's been confusion on how soon Minnesotans should act to get a second 
ID in order to board a domestic flight. 

 Minnesota is the only non-compliant state with the Federal real ID act passed in 2005.  
 
1-11 School funding will be front and center in Des Moines, Iowa this legislative session.  A debate 
over state aid will happen sooner rather than later... at Governor Terry Branstad's request. 
 
1-14 Governor Mark Dayton announces a 220-million-dollar plan this morning that will improve 
water quality in Minnesota. 
 
1-18 With the Iowa caucus two weeks away, Presidential candidates are in crunch time to win the 
support of voters.  Tonight, Carly Fiorina kicked off her first of many stops this week in the Hawkeye 
state. 
 
1-18 Another candidate very familiar to Iowa voters also made a trip through the Hawkeye State 
today.  Former Pennsylvania Senator Rick Santorum, who won the Iowa Caucus in 2012, made six 
stops in the state...but this time he faces a steep challenge. NewsCenter's Taj Simmons was in 
Charles City earlier and joins us live in the newsroom with more. 
 
1-19 While much of the political attention these days is focused on the race to the 
White House, Minnesota's legislative session is less than two months away.  Today, 
leading D-F-L representatives, including a rep from Rochester, unveiled their plan of 
action for when they return to St. Paul in March. 

  
 1-21 A tunnel that would connect a proposed hotel to Saint Marys is a topic of discussion at a 

Rochester public forum tonight. The Imagine Kutzky group hosted the meeting at Forager Brewery to 
discuss concerns brought on by Tom Torgerson... the CEO of T-P-I Hospitality.  Torgerson says T-P-I 
doesn't have a problem with the development of the 2nd street corridor.   But it does have a problem 
with public money used in a private development like the proposed hotel that could have a 
competitive advantage by having a single tunnel leading straight to Saint Marys. 

 
1-26 The Iowa Caucuses is a forecast of who the final candidates may be.  As things heat up in 
the state, Decorah has now hosted both top Democratic candidates only two days apart.  
NewsCenter's Taj Simmons was there this afternoon when Hillary Clinton made an appearance. 
 
1-27 Bernie Sanders is making his final push in Iowa before the caucuses next week. This evening 
-- the Vermont senator spoke in front of hundreds of supporters in Mason City, while a well-known 
actress sat by his side. 
 
1-27 On the other side Mason City... Bill Clinton stopped by the High School to rally for his wife, 
Hillary. He is also encouraging residents to get out and show up for the Iowa Caucus.  NewsCenter's 
Alanna Martella has the story. 
 

 2-1 After a night of counting votes, Iowa Caucus numbers are nearly "finals."  Hillary Clinton and 
Bernie Sanders have both grabbed about half of the Democratic Party delegates... and Martin 
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O'Malley is about to suspend his campaign.  But the big story tonight--is on the Republican side.  The 
big story tonight--Ted Cruz takes down The Donald. 
 

 2-2 The Zip Rail is now completely in the private sector as Olmsted County follows the state's 
lead in suspending its work on the project. 
 
2-4 Worldwide, animal rights activists are calling Winona County the "puppy mill capital of 
Minnesota."  In November of 2015, six dog breeders applied to the county for conditional use permits 
for their land, and they were granted.  But it ignited a firestorm of protests and a backlash against the 
county.  
 
2-9 Governor Dayton is strongly pushing for legislation that would allow six weeks of paid leave 
for the 35-thousand state employees. The proposal is aimed to help new moms and dads.  
 
2-17 A Minnesota lawmaker from Red Wing cited last summer for making out with another 
lawmaker in a public park is not running for re-election. 
 
2-23 Marco Rubio says the Republican race for the presidential nomination can't be about "making 
a point" by picking a political outsider.  The Florida senator and GOP hopeful didn't exactly *mention* 
Donald Trump or other rivals by name during today's rally in Minneapolis.  But he did urge voters to 
look past candidates who display anger or a willingness to say outlandish things. 
  

 2-25 With the Minnesota Caucuses now only days away... things are heating up in Rochester. 
Bernie Sanders is coming to Rochester this Saturday for a rally tentatively set to start at 7 p.m. 

 
2-25 As for the grand old party...tonight, people gathered to hear from a member of Donald 
Trump's campaign.  Rochester community members who support "the Don"...and even those who 
don't, but want to learn more about Trump's stance on issues… listened as Chris Hupke talked about 
Trump's opinion on immigration, the Iranian deal, and a topic often not discussed by candidates: 
Veteran's issues. 

 
3-1 Minnesotans turned out in droves tonight... to make their voices heard.  Heavy, heavy 
turnout... as for the first time in history... Minnesota weighs in on "Super Tuesday" with who should be 
on the November ballot for President. 

 
3-2 Minnesota voters showed their independent streak last night.  Most Republicans voted for 
either Marco Rubio or Ted Cruz... NOT billionaire businessman Donald Trump. 

 
3-3 The gavel drops on the 2016 legislative session on Tuesday in St. Paul.   Today, Minnesota 
lawmakers are speaking out on what they feel should be at the top of the priority list, with some of 
them making stops in our area making their pitch.  

 
3-8 The 2016 legislative session has begun.  Representatives convened around noon today at 
the House chamber inside the capitol.  But because of the 300-million dollar renovation project -- 
access is limited and only 258 people are allowed inside. 

 
 3-9 Two days after the beginning of the legislative session, Governor Mark Dayton addressed 

both sides of the aisle with his State of the State address.  Governor Dayton praised how far the state 
has come under his watch, and addressed what he hopes happens during the legislative session.  
NewsCenter's Taj Simmons was covering the event all day in Minneapolis and has the latest.  
 

 3-10 Lanesboro's most urgent priority- -repairing the crumbling Stone Mill Dam on the Root River-- 
got a nudge forward at a legislative hearing this morning. 
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3-15  A number of Rochester city leaders and residents met with state lawmakers today.  Our very 
own Tom Overlie and Randy Brock helped host the 13th annual "Rochester on Tour at the Capitol."  
But because of construction at the Capitol Building -- the event was held at the InterContinental St. 
Paul Riverfront Hotel instead. 
 

 3-15 Governor Dayton unveiled his budget proposal today -- that he says would protect the state's 
financial future. 

 
 3-16 The Rochester City Council President seat is up for grabs this November. Sean 

Allen will be running against current president Randy Staver.  Tonight, Allen officially 
kicked off his campaign after announcing his candidacy at the beginning of the year. 
 

3-23  Minnesota Republicans are trying to pass a bill that would restrict transgender 
residents' use of bathrooms and locker rooms. 
 
3-24 A Democratic-backed bill would make all first time D-U-I offenders install an  
ignition interlock system in their vehicles.  It's a breathalyzer that only allows the driver to 
start their car - after passing it.  As the law stands now - it's optional for anyone convicted 
of a D-U-I.  Critics of the bill say it's too harsh for a first time offense - and costly for 
offenders. 
 

  

3. Health Care Developments 
 

1-4 MNsure makes headway in getting Minnesotans to enroll in a qualified health plan by the end 
of the month.  
 
1-12 Saint Marys is undergoing a huge construction project, as evidenced by the cranes towering 
over the hospital.  Today that project got a little bigger, as Mayo Clinic announced it would make a 
sizable investment into building up one of their signature developments. 
 
1-21 A new report out today shows even fewer people are getting the flu this year. 
 
1-27 The rare Zika virus has turned up in a patient here in Minnesota... but health officials say 
there's no risk of it spreading in the state. 
 
1-28 It's a nasty bug and it's going around.   Health officials in Rochester are monitoring an 
outbreak of the Norovirus -- a type of stomach flu.  And it's hitting elementary schools pretty hard.   
 

 2-3 The Mayo Clinic announces a medical breakthrough today.  Researchers have discovered a 
new way to extend the lifespans of lab mice.  They hope the findings will eventually improve the health 
of humans. 
 

 2-8 Mayo Clinic is in need of more blood donors. Because of the Zika Virus threat...  the Blood 
Bank is now turning away donors that have visited high Zika-risk countries like Central and South 
America, Mexico and the Caribbean for 28 days after their trip. 

 
2-8 The man who led the Vikings to their first Super Bowl is taking on a new opponent.  Former 
quarterback Joe Kapp revealed over Super Bowl weekend that he has Alzheimer’s.  And now he says 
he plans to donate his brain for research when he passes away. 

 
2-16 A new survey finds condom use is down among University of Minnesota students... while 
sexually transmitted infections are on the rise across the country. 
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2-18 New lab results show a sudden increase of flu cases throughout the state in just the last 
week. 
 
2-18 A mother's milk is the primary source of nutrition for newborns and infants. While studies 
show there are benefits to feeding babies with breast milk over formula... not all women are able to 
produce their own milk. NewsCenter's Alanna Martella joins us with alternatives some women are 
turning to. 
 
2-24 It now appears likely that people in Iowa... are about to rely on Medicaid provided by private 
companies, and not the State of Iowa. 
 

 2-25 While many kids his age want a new bike or football, Gabe Heiden of Pine Island has 
something else in mind.  Gabe needs a new kidney...and his family, along with the community have 
come together to try and make it happen. NewsCenter's Alanna Martella joins us live in the newsroom 
with Gabe's story. 
 
2-29 Mayo Clinic released its 2015 financial statement this morning.  Once again, the world 
renowned clinic is in great shape not only financially, but has improved on its reputation for being one 
of the world's best hospitals.   
 
3-2 In north Iowa today... Regional Health Services of Howard County shows off its completed 
16-million dollar project at an open house today in Cresco.  There's a long list of upgrades to the 
hospital, including new patient rooms, obstetrics department and family room, and an inpatient 
pharmacy.  The purpose of the project was to modernize and expand rooms and services as well as to 
address infrastructure issues to meet current standards. 
 

 3-16 Mayo Clinic is working with a medical device company to create tools to help solve medical 
problems.  Today, Mayo announced its continued collaboration with Boston Scientific Corporation. 
 

 3-17 There are many ways to handle stress and pain in our lives but have you ever considered... 
floating? A new business in Rochester opened its doors on Monday and is now inviting you to come 
give it a try. Nalu Float in Northeast Rochester offers two tanks that are filled with 10 inches of water 
saturated with 800 pounds of Epsom salts.  This makes you float at the top of the water that is set to 
93.5 degrees.  The company's owner says REST, or restricted environmental stimulation therapy, 
helps your brain get to a theta wave state....a state of meditation.  
 
3-17 It can cause fever, pain -- possibly even birth defects.  The Zika virus is spreading in parts of 
the world. So a research team at Mayo Clinic is working to stop it. 
 
3-18 Health officials in Minnesota say the number of children dying from flu-related issues is rising.  
Three young Minnesota patients have died after getting the flu this season.  M-D-H says fewer people 
have gotten sick with the flu compared to the past few years.  However those who have - are 
experiencing severe complications, especially children.  Health officials say there have been nearly 
850 flu hospitalizations so far this season compared to more than 41-hundred for all of last season. 
 
3-25 Iowa lawmakers have learned that Governor Branstad's move to privatize Medicaid in Iowa... 
might prevent a half million people from coming to Mayo Clinic.  As it stands right now, people with 
Iowa's Medicaid health coverage will not be able to routinely go to Mayo Clinic Rochester after the 
change is made.  Iowa's four billion dollar Medicaid program is going to be managed by three private 
companies beginning April 1st.  The three companies have not yet been able to negotiate contracts 
with Mayo Clinic in Rochester.  
 

  

4.  Education 
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1-14 Good news for college grads in Minnesota.  Many will now be able to refinance their student 
loans. Lieutenant Governor Tina Smith announced the new initiative at Winona State University 
today.   The program, called Self Refi Loan, allows eligible borrowers to refinance their debt at a 
lower rate. 
 
1-20 A Stewartville High School counselor is given a great honor, and will represent our state at 
the White House next week. Pam Iverson is 2016's Minnesota Secondary School Counselor of the 
Year.  As part of her White House trip next week... she will be honored and share her expertise with 
other counselors and legislators. 
 
2-10 Tutors at the Reading Center Dyslexia Institute of Minnesota are trading in the books and 
going digital.  It's an outreach effort for both students and tutors. 
 

 2-23 Free is often good...so how does free college sound?  All of the junior colleges across 
Minnesota are making sure it stays free for those who need it this upcoming fall semester...thanks to 
state government.  NewsCenter's Taj Simmons is live in the newsroom with more. 

 
2-29 The fate of Brownsdale Elementary School has been one of uncertainty for a number of 
months.  And tonight, we got a feel for what the community thinks about the idea of shutting the 
school down to save costs...at a public hearing. 
 
3-8 For eight months, teachers in the Rochester Public Schools system have been working under 
the contract the union signed for the 2013-2014 school year.  It was unclear when a new deal would 
come for the teachers... but tonight, a solution finally presented itself. 
 
3-15 The issue of race and discipline within Rochester Public Schools has been a hot topic over 
the past several months.  That topic took take center stage again tonight as R-P-S officials listened to 
concerns and possible solutions from the public. NewsCenter's Taj Simmons is live in the newsroom 
with more. 
 
3-18 It was an exciting day for Mayo Clinic Medical School seniors...who learned today where 
they'll be taking their next big step.  This was the 40th match day for Mayo Clinic Medical School.... 
where graduating students are paired with the facilities they'll spend their next few years in residency.  
 
3-23 Rochester is home to the states' number one mathlete. 13-year-old Timothy Alexander 
placed first out of 123 mathletes from 26 schools across the state in Minnesota's MathCounts 
Tournament over the weekend. 
 
3-23 It's standardized testing season for Rochester public schools, as third graders are beginning 
to take their first ever MCA tests.  Before Folwell's test, a teacher shared a touching note with her 
students to let them know the test isn't everything. In the letter which she found on social media, 
Jamie Fix told her third graders the tests do not define them and don't know what makes them special 
and unique.  Fix was inspired to share the letter because she sees how her students become anxious 
and worried right before MCA tests begin. 
 

  

5.  Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 
 
1-5 President Obama issued his own orders tonight--meant to keep guns out of the wrong hands.  
He went around Congress today, unable to keep back tears while discussing all of the mass 
shootings that he said brought him to this point. 
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1-5 The Fillmore County Sheriff says Obama's announcement today won't have too much of an 
impact on how people apply for a permit to acquire a gun.  Sheriff Tom Kaase says after people 
submit an application, his department already uses an extensive background check system that digs 
into people's criminal history and run-ins with the law. 

 He says they have a checks and balances system in place that has worked well for them.  
Even if they don't have any convictions, people have still been denied after further digging.  
 
1-13 A level three sex offender has moved to a small community in Goodhue County... and 
tonight, residents found out just who their new neighbor is.  This man, 35-year-old Daniel Duncan has 
been living in the unincorporated community of Sogn for a little more than a month.  He was 
imprisoned from 2003 to 2007 for repeatedly having sexual contact with a 10-year-old girl. 
 

 1-14 A new development tonight after last night's sex offender notification hearing near Cannon 
Falls.  Goodhue County Sheriff Scott McNurlin says the criminal complaint in the Daniel Duncan case 
is being amended... because one thing in it was incorrect. 
 
1-20 The man who stabbed his estranged wife at an apartment in Claremont late last night will 
make his first court appearance tomorrow morning. 
 
1-25 A former Wisconsin police officer pleads guilty today of murdering two women, and keeping 
their bodies in suitcases.   The remains of both women were found in suitcases along a highway near 
Lake Geneva in June of 2014.  Zelich told investigators he accidentally choked both women to death 
during sex. 
 
1-28 John LaDue -- the Waseca teen who plotted to bomb his school and kill his family -- is out of 
jail and on his way to treatment. A judge ordered him to be taken to a facility to be treated for autism 
spectrum disorder. 
 
2-1 A new network that allows the Rochester Police Department to utilize public and private 
security cameras boots up today. 
 

 2-3 If you happen to shop at a Rochester HyVee in the next few weeks, you'll likely notice new 
collection bins placed right at the entrance. The bins are there for Women's Shelter, Incorporated, a 
local shelter for those seeking refuge from domestic abuse, who are in need of many things to help 
make their house a home. 
 
2-11 When people think of the Catholic church, it's hard to overlook the history of sexual assaults 
on children committed by priests over the years. It's a history the Diocese of Winona wishes never to 
repeat. and to be sure it doesn't, the Diocese has taken several steps to further protect the innocent 
and make the church safe again.  Since a series of sexual abuse claims rocked the Catholic Church 
several years ago, the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis developed a list of seventeen child 
protection protocols.  The Diocese of Winona has followed many of the same protocols as well, 
including providing training programs to help both children and adults be safe. 
 
2-17 The sister of an Alden native who was killed in a domestic violence incident in Plymouth on 
Friday is speaking out.  She’s hoping her sister's tragic story can save someone else's life. 
 

 2-23 Faribault Middle School went on brief lockdown this afternoon after one student shot another 
with a BB gun.  At about 12:45 this afternoon a School Resource Officer was notified by a staff 
member that a 12-year-old boy shot a 13-year-old boy with a BB handgun after a confrontation in the 
bathroom.  The school went into lockdown and the suspect was located within minutes.  

 
2-23 The Dodge County Courthouse is now safer... after the addition of a metal detector. 
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 3-7 One man is dead and a woman is in critical condition after a shooting in Rochester this 
morning.  Police say it appears to be an act of domestic violence.   
 
3-8 Police say yesterday's attempted murder suicide in northwest Rochester may have been pre-
meditated.  Investigators say a woman collapsed on the sidewalk in front of the house -- bleeding 
heavily.  She was rushed to Saint Marys where part of her lung was removed in surgery.  Police then 
found 71-year-old Feredoun Behnam of Red Wing dead in his truck from an apparent suicide.  A 
witness says he saw Behnam pull up to the woman's home in a red pickup carrying flowers and a red 
heart shaped box.  Then he heard a commotion and a door slam.   Two passersby reported seeing 
the bleeding woman walk out of her home and collapse.  
 
3-9 A state-wide inspection is underway at gas pumps… as credit card skimming becomes a 
growing problem. The Department of Commerce launched a state-wide sweep this week checking for 
these hackers after they targeted several gas stations in the Twin Cities. 
 

 3-10 A sex trafficking investigation has led to an arrest. Rochester police arrested 41-year-old 
Desmond Reeder at his apartment on the 8-hundred block of West Center Street Wednesday 
afternoon - just a few blocks away from Saint Mary's. A 36-year-old woman told police that she was 
forced to work for Reeder as a prostitute and give him half of her earnings.  She says Reeder and 
another woman, who also works as a prostitute, were the ones who recruited her. 

 
3-22 Police are notifying the public about the relocation of a Level 3 sex offender in Rochester.  
James Ferguson has lived in the southeast part of Rochester for the past 6 months but has now 
moved to the 44-hundred block of 22nd Avenue Northwest.  He has a history of sexual contact with 
victims both male and female ages seven to ten,.. and was known to the victims.  
  

 

6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism 
 
1-7 A study recently released on Rochester Public Schools shows racial disparities in disciplining 
students.  A community input meeting was held tonight in hopes of clearing up any discrepancies, 
and finding solutions. 
 
1-13 Opportunity Services has a brand new location. Opportunity Services is a non-profit 
organization that helps adults with disabilities find meaningful employment, and build relationships.  
The new building in Byron is the organization's third location in Olmsted County. 
 
1-18 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s message still echoes today.  Governor Mark Dayton joined 
hundreds in a youth rally and march re-enactment for M-L-K day showing ACTION like this is needed 
more than ever. 
 
1-25 Those who call the Adams Health Care Center home... and those who call it work...have 
reason to celebrate!  The building, which has been up for sale for nearly eight months, is now off the 
market.   
 

 1-26 Construction is back on track for the Rochester Senior center.  It will be a 2-level structure.  
The first level will consist of service rooms, a billiards room, and it will have space for a future cafe.  
 The second floor is where you'll find locker rooms, a fitness space, private fitness rooms, and 
storage. 
 
2-11 This evening at Mayo Clinic --  a lecture about how racism affects health care. Dr. Camara 
Jones -- the president of the American Public Health Association -- spoke at the Geffen Auditorium in 
the Gonda Building.  She said she wants to launch a national campaign against racism -- because it 
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leads to ethnic health disparities, like higher rates of heart disease and infant mortality among African 
Americans, and higher rates of diabetes among Native Americans. 
 
2-16 New steps are being taken to address racial disparities with disciplinary measures at 
Rochester Public Schools. It was a packed house at tonight's School Board Meeting.  Many in 
attendance were there to voice their concerns over the issue. 
According to Civil Rights data gathered by the U.S. Department of Education, Rochester's black and 
Hispanic students are disciplined more than white students. 
 
2-22 A Rochester police officer has been placed on administrative leave for something he posted 
on Facebook.  Captain John Sherwin confirmed today that Ben Schlag -- seen here in a 2012 
interview -- was placed on leave Friday night.  The group - Rochester For Justice -  has posted 
screenshots of Schlag's posts, which include cartoons bashing protestors and the black lives matter 
movement.  
 
2-23 State officials may remove several paintings from the Capitol that show Native Americans in 
a negative light. 
 
2-23 WSU-Rochester hosted Carmen and Larry Mahlum to speak about their experiences as a 
biracial couple living in the Midwest.  They discussed how they came together as a couple and how 
their families reacted to their relationship. 
 
2-29 Mayo Clinic staff got a special treat this afternoon.  The Dalai Lama spoke to a crowd at Saint 
Marys Hospital.  
 
3-7 A sad note today from Faribault.  Elizabeth Strohfus has passed away.  Strohfus served her 
country in World War Two... as one of the Women Airforce Service Pilots.  We visited with the 96-
year-old Strohfus back in late January, and she reminisced with us about her love of flying. 
 
3-10 When you're out and about and see a cute dog, most people's first reaction is to reach down 
and pet it. But sometimes, that move can do more harm than good -- especially if the animal is a 
service dog.  NewsCenter's Alanna Martella met with two service dog handlers and their animals this 
afternoon... and joins us live in the newsroom with what she learned. 
 

 3-10 In October we told you the story of a formerly homeless woman whose new home in Winona  
burned down two weeks after she bought it. This week, after watching the home be rebuilt, she and 
her family are able to move back in for good. 
 

 3-16 A Lake City native -- and bowling phenomenon -- is back on the lanes tonight .. for the 71st 
time... marking a milestone. 93-year-old Legendary Sylvester Thiel or "Syl" is competing in the U-S 
open champs tonight in Reno, Nevada.  
 

 3-21 Today is World Down Syndrome Day.  The day of recognition is held every year on 3-21 
because people with Down syndrome have 3 copies of the 21st chromosome.  For the first time, 
Mayo High School in Rochester jumped on board to raise awareness by participating in Rock Your 
Socks day.   Students and staff were encouraged to wear silly, crazy mismatched socks so their feet 
rock  just like people with down syndrome rock their extra chromosome. 

  

 

7.  Environment 

 
1-1 Plenty of bundled up folks were burning off their holiday calories today during their first hike 
of the year. Today, all over the state of Minnesota, people hit the trails for one of 11 *First Day Hikes*, 
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put on by the DNR.  One of those, at Whitewater State Park, brought some people together for a hike 
to enjoy some winter scenery and search for winter wildlife signs.  
 

 1-19 The Freeborn County Soil Health Team held its second annual Soil Health Winter Workshop 
today in Owatonna. The group talked about cover crops, which are crops like cereal rye or alfalfa that 
can be planted in late summer or early fall.  Their main purpose is to manage soil quality and erosion. 
 
1-20 Rochester City Council met tonight, and on the agenda was a proposal affecting one of the 
city's most well-known landmarks.  A four hundred thousand dollar plan brought forth by the Public 
Works Department aims to dredge Silver Lake for the first time in two decades. 
 
1-26 A new report is starting to unravel the mystery of what's killing Minnesota's moose. 
 
1-27 Brownsville’s fire chief says 15 cars from a Canadian Pacific train went off the tracks along 
Highway 26.  No one was hurt.  Six of the cars went into the Mississippi. 
Those cars were carrying soybean oil.  Crews were cleaning up the mess after some of it had leaked 
into the water. 
 
2-17 Shipping season is on the horizon.  So engineers decided that today was the day to conduct 
their annual ritual of measuring the ice thickness on Lake Pepin.   The United States Army Corps of 
Engineers hit the ice with an airboat and an auger off the shores of Frontenac.  They found the ice 
was between 9 and 20 inches deep across the lake, which is  a just a bit under last year's 
measurement. 
 
2-17 There are more than 12-thousand ash trees in the City of Rochester and virtually all of them 
could be at risk. City officials met this afternoon to discuss ways to protect those trees from the 
Emerald Ash Borer.   
 
2-24 The Minnesota D-N-R confirms Asian Bighead carp are in the Minnesota River. This is a 
photo of a 25 pound male bighead carp caught last week by a commercial angler.  It's the second 
time an invasive carp has been caught in the Minnesota River. 
 

 3-2 More and more invasive species are threatening Minnesota's 10-thousand lakes.  But now, 
scientists have found a new way to help kick them to the curb -- and to keep our waters at their very 
best.  Researchers plan to have 30 fish tanks inside the new Minnesota Aquatic Invasive species 
research center -- located at the U of M St. Paul campus. 

 
3-2 And now to an environmentally friendly effort that would save hundreds of thousands dollars 
a year. The Mayo Civic Center is moving forward with its plan to become more energy efficient. 
 
3-3 State officials give the green light to PolyMet's final environmental review.  Today DNR 
officials evaluated that the proposed copper nickel mine meets all environmentally legal requirements.  
This is a big deal for PolyMet Mining Corporation because now the company can start applying for 
permits for the open pit mine near Babbitt and its processing facility near Hoyt Lakes.  But Governor 
Dayton says it's not a done deal. 
PolyMet will now have to secure more than 20 different permits -- they'll need local, state and federal 
approval. 
 
3-7 The heatwave over Minnesota means people are starting to go and enjoy springtime 
activities.  While many used the day to take a walk outside and enjoy the sunshine, other people 
had... stickier ideas in mind.  NewsCenter's Taj Simmons is live with more on maple tree tapping.   
 
3-23 The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is calling out to all volunteers 
willing to take part in its "Frog and Toad Calling Survey."  It involves going out in a vehicle at night... 
and listening for the sounds of a healthy wetlands area.  The D-N-R says there are 14 species of 
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frogs and toads in Minnesota... and it needs to try to track the *sounds* of moving populations of 
frogs and toads. 
 
3-27 What is in your well water?  The DNR is setting out to find out this summer - collecting and 
analyzing samples from about 90 wells in Winona County.  
   

 

8.  Youth 
 
1-5 Kids are natural climbers!  So, it's only natural to have a climb team catered to the youth in 
our area. 
 
1-6 The Waseca teenager who pleaded guilty to possessing a bomb... is still sitting in a jail cell in 
Waseca... as officials try to find a new jail facility that will take him.  Original charges of plotting to 
bomb his high school and kill his classmates and family were dismissed against John LaDue. 
 
1-20  It motivates kids.  Teaches them about wellness.  And even makes classes more  fun.  A 
local school is using new technology during physical education... the first of its kind in our area.  
NewsCenter's Chris Yu explains. 
 

 1-26 Charles City high school was one of hundreds in Iowa to participated in Iowa's biggest-ever 
youth straw poll today. 
 
2-4 A report from the Minnesota Legislative Task Force calls on lawmakers to review the current 
use of law enforcement to remove at-risk children from homes and families. The group agrees on a 
number of recommendations for changes to Minnesota's laws on protecting children.  That includes a 
need to review the use of police and sheriff's deputies to remove children, and urging better 
recruitment of child protection workers for rural areas. 
 
2-23 The top spellers in the region all have one thought in mind -- to get to the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee in May. And the fierce competition came down to just one word… “suffocate.”  That was 
Byron 8th grader Benjamin Lee -- he won the competition.  
 
3-9 Bullying has been going on for hundreds of years...but now, more than ever, it's being 
brought to the forefront.  One pair of girls at a local school are working hard to stop bullying, once and 
for all.  NewsCenter's Alanna Martella joins us live in the newsroom with details. 
 
3-14 Local teens stepped out of the classroom today to learn some potentially lifesaving lessons at 
Mayo Clinic. 
 
3-17 A plan to solve youth homelessness is beginning to take shape… with the construction of a 
new apartment complex at Gage East in Rochester. The Gage East Apartments and Empowerment 
Center was approved in September by City Council, and is starting to make head-way.  When it's 
finished, 25 at-risk teens and 30 at-risk families will call the apartment building home. 
 
3-22 The 11-year-old boy who led law enforcement on a wild pursuit in a stolen concrete mixing 
truck was charged in court this afternoon. 
 

 3-25 What do you get when you mix CrossFit, superheroes, and caring hearts?  You get a group 
of people wanting to help a friend's daughter receive a new kidney.  In 2008, at age 6, Kiana 
Mauskemo was diagnosed with a rapidly progressive disease that resulted in extensive damage to 
both kidneys.  Throughout the years, there have been bumps in the road, but she has done relatively 
well.  However, now, her kidney function has declined to 23 percent. 
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9.  Substance Abuse 
 
1-4 Tonight we've learned the person who died in the Cerro Gordo County Jail in Mason City this 
weekend was a man from Bloomington who was arrested on New Year's Eve. According to the Iowa 
Department of Public Safety... 54-year-old Edward Hochstatter was found unresponsive in the jail's 
male dorm on Saturday afternoon. Lifesaving efforts were started immediately, but he could not be 
revived.   The D-P-S says he was arrested on the evening of December 31st by Clear Lake 
Police for operating while intoxicated. 
 
1-20 Rochester police catch a wanted man... when things just got too cold on the run. Police say 
22-year-old Karlton Cannon was wanted on a federal warrant for drug sales... and was a suspect in a 
recent two-dollar robbery.   Cannon eluded capture a couple times Monday night.  Then a woman at 
Northern Hills Condos in Rochester told officers Cannon had asked to be let into her home because 
he was so cold.  Police arrested him nearby.  Cannon was taken to Saint Marys Hospital to be treated 
for hypothermia and frostbite. 
 
1-20 Two people are facing new drug charges after a second bust of their home in northeast 
Rochester. According to the Olmsted County Sheriff's Office, a search warrant was carried out 
Tuesday morning at 1120 2nd Street Northeast.   The sheriff's office reports almost 500 grams 
of meth...which is worth about 27-thousand dollars was recovered...along with 67-hundred dollars in 
cash. 
 
2-22 Two men are behind bars following an early morning drug deal that turned into a drive-by 
shooting.  21-year-old Jamile James and 22-year-old Keith West of Rochester were arrested after 
allegedly firing shots from their car in northwest Rochester. 
 
3-7 A Rochester man involved in a deadly drug overdose last year is now behind bars facing a 
murder charge.  53-year-old Darnell McDaniels was arrested at his home in Rochester Friday 
afternoon.  He's facing a third-degree murder charge for allegedly supplying drugs that took the life of 
35-year-old Daniel Keen on January 22nd of last year. 
 
3-8 Police in Austin have arrested two people in a home daycare... after they admitted using 
heroin there the night before. 
 
3-10 Guilty on all five charges -- that's the verdict the jury delivered today against Dion Lavell 
Abrams. You may remember back in July, Abrams was accused of being involved in a violent home 
invasion in Northwest Rochester. On July 22nd, Abrams and three other men allegedly conspired to 
break into Andrew Weiners' home on the 3800 block of 14th Avenue Northwest to demand marijuana 
and money.  Weiners was shot in the leg during the robbery.  After investigating, police found that 
Weiners had a marijuana grow operation in his home.  
 
3-15 An Austin man is charged with third-degree murder for a drug overdose death.  According to 
court documents -- 23-year-old Ryan Anderson allegedly sold heroin to 23-year-old Tyler Burkey -- of 
Austin.  That was in mid-December.  Investigators say Burkey was found unconscious in a bathroom -
- and was later pronounced dead.  An autopsy showed the cause was a heroin overdose. 
 
3-16 State officials are warning Minnesotans about a disturbing trend.  Heroin overdoses -- blamed 
for a rash of deaths in the last few weeks alone. 
 
3-18 Kayla Cunningham was a student at the Mayo School of Health Sciences.  But her life was 
cut short in a drunk-driving wreck.  This afternoon -- the man responsible is sentenced.  
NewsCenter's Chris Yu reports. 
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3-24 It was like a scene in a movie this afternoon in Southeast Rochester.  A traffic stop drug bust 
turned into a chase... which lead to police negotiating with a man barricaded inside a home.  
NewsCenter's Alanna Martella was on scene as the event played out and joins us live in the 
newsroom with more. 
 
3-25 One of four men arrested after a home invasion and shooting in Rochester last summer was 
sentenced today.  Police say they later found a grow operation in the home.  
 
 

 

 

LOCALLY/QNI PRODUCED PROGRAMMING 

KTTC-TV is very community-oriented and interested in community problems and issues. It 

devotes a considerable amount of its news time to the coverage of significant problems, 

needs and issues facing the community. KTTC has broadcast the following programming 

in response to the issues and programs during this quarter. 

 

 

 KTTC Newscenter “Around Town” 

 Saturday 7:26am, 7:56am, 8:26am, 8:56am 

 Sunday 7:26am 

 “Around Town” is a 1:56 minute segment that has interviews with individuals in the 

community. These interviews provide information and discussion of events in the area, 

usually by non-profit organizations. 

 

2016 Around Town 1st Quarter Schedule 

 

January 9 – “Learning is Forever” Campaign 

 January 16 – Frozen Goose Run; Eagles Cancer Telethon 

 January 23 – Med City Foundation Community Expo; Ronald McDonald 

  House Books Campaign 

 January 30 – Civic League Nursery Gala; Hearts & Diamonds  

 

February 6 – “Once Upon a Playhouse,” Family Service Rochester; 

Coaches vs. Cancer, Mayo vs. Century High School 

 February 13 – A Chair Affair, fundraiser for Boys & Girls Club of 
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Rochester; Cabin Fever Bean Bag Toss 

 February 20 – A Chair Affair, fundraiser for Boys & Girls Club of Rochester 

 February 27 – Fundraiser for B & B Olympic Bowl of Preston; Rochester 

On Tour NOT at the Capitol, Rochester Chamber of Commerce 

 

March 5 – Dinosaur Exhibit, Quarry Hill Nature Center; “The Mermaid,” 

Children’s Dance Theatre 

 March 12 – Gary Vanselow Memorial Fish Fry; Rochester Woodcarver’s 

  Club Annual Showcase, Mayo Civic Center 

 March 19 – Addams Family Musical, Byron High School; Fools Five 

  Road Race, Lewiston 

 March 26 – “Mary Poppins,” Rochester Civic Theatre; St. Jude  

  Children’s Research Hospital Fundraiser, Elgin  

 
 

KTTC NewsCenter 

NewsCenter Today  Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00am 

NewsCenter at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30pm 

NewsCenter at Five  Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30pm 

NewsCenter at Five  Sunday   5:00-5:30pm 

NewsCenter at Six  Monday-Saturday 6:00-6:30pm 

NewsCenter at Ten  Sunday-Friday 10:00-10:35pm 

NewsCenter at Ten  Saturday  10:00-10:30pm 

 

 

 

SYNDICATED PROGRAMMING 

KTTC-TV has broadcast the following syndicated programming material in response to the 

problems and needs of our viewing area- 

 

 Ag Day Monday-Friday 4:00-4:30am 

 

 Daily syndicated program of agriculturally related topics. 
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NETWORK (NBC) PROGRAMMING 

KTTC has broadcast the following network programming which addresses many of the 

problems and needs of our viewing area. 

 

 Early Today Monday – Friday 4:30-5:00am 

      As the first broadcast of the day on the NBC Network, “Early Today” provides a           

comprehensive look at the news that occurred overnight as well as previewing the 

day’s upcoming events 

 

 Today Show   Monday – Friday  7:00-11:00am 

     Saturday   7:00-9:00am 

     Sunday     7:00-8:00am 

A news program that provides the latest in international and domestic news, weather 

reports and interviews with newsmakers from the world of politics, business, media, 

entertainment and sports. 

 

 Meet The Press Sunday 8:00-9:00am 

 

NBC moderator interviews top newsmakers from the week 

 

 NBC Nightly News  Monday-Sunday  5:30-6:00pm 

 

Provides reports and analysis of the day’s most newsworthy national and international 

events. 

 

 Dateline  Various dates/times 

 

Prime-time news magazine program that comprises segments on a wide range of topics, 

including investigative reports, human-interest stories and newsmaker profiles. 

 

SHORT FORM PROGRAMMING 

KTTC demonstrates a strong commitment to our community by broadcasting public 

service announcements (PSA’s) for many area non-profit organizations. The PSA’s are 

listed below which aired during the quarter. Specific dates/times are not given here, but 

are available on request. 
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The following PSA’s ran during the 3rd quarter of 2015 

 

First Quarter 2016 – KTTC Television 

Advertiser      Title       

American Diabetes Association   Pre-diabetes Test 

Bear Creek Services     Wines of the World 2016 

Black Heritage Month    Lester Holt Heritage/Inspire 

Boys & Girls Club     A Chair Affair 2016 

City of Lewiston     Fools Five Road Race 2016 

Diocese of Winona     Catholic Charities 

Eagles Club 5th District    Telethon / Watch / Donate 

Elder Network     Spring Fever / Image 

Family Service Rochester    Once Upon A Playhous 

Gary Sinise Foundation    Those Who Serve / Who Help Heroes 

Got Your Six      Got Your Six/Behind Every Great/Backs 

Iowa Gambling Treatment Program  1-800-BETS-OFF 

KTTC Amazing Woman    Amazing Woman Award 

KTTC Community Calendar   Community Calendar 

KTTC Young Leader  Young Leader Award 

KTTC Weather Academy Green Screen / Sleet Freezing Rain / Snow  

Density / Wind Chill / Sun Dogs 

Legal Assistance of Olmsted County  Fundraiser for Legal Aid 

Laketrails Base Camp    Lake of the Woods Teen Camp 

Lions International     Airport/Safari Hunting/District 5M1 

MADD Austin Melville “Don’t Drink & Drive”/ 

Marcus Sherels / Drunk Driving & Me 
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Meals on Wheels     March for Meals Month 

Minnesota National Guard    Storm/Fire/Flood 

NBC “More You Know” Digital Literacy/Children’s Health 

 Environment/Health/Diversity/Education 

QUBO FCC Report Location   QUBO FCC 

PossAbilities of Southeaster Minnesota  Join the Club 

Project Roadblock     Signs / Doors / Viral 

RNeighbors      A Litter Bit Better 2016 

Rochester Area Builders    Winterization 

Rochester Area Chamber of Commerce Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast / We are 

Diversity – Dr. Hayes / Natalie Morales 

Rochester Downtown Alliance   Social Ice / Ladies Night Out 

Rochester International Association  Worldfest 2016 

Rochester Public Library    Connect 

Rochester Winterfest    Winterfest 2016 

Ronald McDonald House    Donate 2015 

ScamAwareness.org     Online Safety 

Team Detroit      Futures Without Violence 

Text to Speech     Text to Speech 

TvB       We Get Voters 

United Way of Olmsted County   Give. Advocate. Volunteer 

10 Who Make A Difference Nominations 


