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KTTC airs many broadcasts that contain stories dealing with the problems and 

important issues of the communities we serve. Listed below, by problem and need 

category, are topics of those stories that were broadcast during this quarter 

 

 

2015 LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

 

1. Economic  & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 

2. Political/Governmental 

3. Health Care Developments 

4. Education 

5. Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 

6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism 

7. Environment 

8. Youth 

9. Substance Abuse 
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2015 1st Quarter Issues and Programs Report - KTTC NewsCenter  
 

1. Economic & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 
 

  1-8 The sweeping changes of Destination Medical Center are set to transform the 

  face of downtown Rochester, but one local effort is focused on the future of the 

   surrounding communities.  

 

1-28 At IBM locations around the world... hundreds of employees are given layoff notices 

today.  It's what Big Blue is calling a "re-balancing" of its work force as it focuses on new business 

strategies. NewsCenter’s Mike Sullivan is near IBM right now, and joins us live with the latest. 

 

2-9 As we take our first steps into the Destination Medical Center era, we all have 

magnificent visions for what this city could become.  But one Rochester man has always had big 

dreams for this small city, and we got the chance to sit down with him to hear about them.  

NewsCenter's Ali Killam joins us live from downtown Rochester with more on the Chafoulias 

Vision. 

 

 2-18 A new brewery is coming to Rochester this summer, looking to expand the craft beer 

culture in town.  The master brewer of Forager Brewery hopes to be open in June or July at the 

Kutzky Market.  We're told beers will be made onsite from a combination of local ingredients, 

native grains and wild hop. 

 

2-19 Some brave Minnesotans embraced the big chill tonight, all thanks to “Social Ice” that 

has officially kicked off on Peace Plaza. 

 

 2-23 Businesses are looking to grow their staff, especially the hospitality industry, as their 

busy season is approaching.  Today, the Kahler Hospitality Group invited those looking for jobs 

to their career fair.  Positions from receptionist, housekeeping, cooking, and more are available. 

 

2-23 Another step forward in the DMC timeline as the Rochester Planning and Zoning 

Commission approves the economic development plan at tonight's public forum.  

 

2-26 The D-M-C-C board gets an up close look at Rochester's streets today. 

They're looking into how transportation can be transformed in the city as Destination Medical 

Center rolls out. 

 

3-2 Techstars-Plus-Plus is teaming up with the Business Accelerator to bring in new 

companies and give them a chance to work with Mayo Clinic.  Today, Mayor Ardell Brede cut 

the ribbon on the new space.  Techstars new office space will be the home to four companies: 

Bitfinder, Medicast, Ovuline, and Patient I.O. 

 

3-4 Great minds came together today in Rochester to discuss ways of keeping the area's 

economy booming. Rochester Area Economic Development Incorporated brought 200 people 

together to talk about the area's economic future.  Journey to Growth is supported by both 

RAEDI and the Rochester Area Chamber of Commerce.  While Destination Medical Center has 



Issues and Programs Report 

First Quarter 2015 

 

KTTC/KTTC-DT 

 Television 

Rochester, Minnesota 4 

been the focus of Rochester's future, Journey to Growth members say the area needs to become 

more than a one-economy town. 

 

3-5 Changes to Highway 52 in Cannon Falls last year... like getting rid of the stoplights... 

have brought an outcry among local business owners who say the changes are ruining them. 

 

3-19 It was a big day for everyone who has supported the fight for a Mayo Civic Center 

expansion over the past eight years. Ground was broken on the project this afternoon.  The two-

year, 75 million dollar project will double the size of the existing Civic Center.  This upgrade 

includes a huge ballroom, 23 breakout rooms, and an addition to the Rochester Civic Theater.  

 

 3-24 It's one of the most iconic images in American art... and now one of the only original 

copies of it permanently resides in our corner of the state.  The Minnesota Marine Art Museum in 

Winona has recently added the "Washington Crossing the Delaware" to its collection. 

 

3-26 Rochester residents have a new rooftop bar and restaurant to look forward to.    

Terza will be a classic Italian restaurant, located on the ground level of the new building. 

LaVetta will be located on the rooftop and will feature a 280-degree rooftop view of the city. 

 

3-26 A long awaited plan to expand and renovate the Lake City Public Library finally 

becomes a reality. City leaders officially broke ground on the project… which has been in the 

works since the mid-1990s.   The renovation will cost around $2 million dollars. 

 

 

 

2. Political/Governmental 
 

1-13 The votes have been tallied, and the community of Caledonia will not be getting a  

new aquatic center. 

 

1-15 As our city's leaders continue to map out Rochester's future, they are seeking your 

input... in a way that might surprise you.  Tonight some of Rochester's board members and 

officials were guinea pigs on this new planning tactic. 

 

1-22 State lawmakers met in Stewartville tonight to hear the public's concerns on rising 

property taxes---after receiving many fearful messages of what could happen if they continue to 

go up.  

 

1-26 Governor Mark Dayton revealed a plan today to repair thousands of miles of roads and 

bridges throughout the state. 

 

 1-28 Lawmakers are talking today after Governor Dayton unveiled his budget proposal for 

the next two years. The budget pumps funding into education, child abuse programs, and 

transportation - but would also increase taxes. 
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1-29 It was a heated night in Pine Island as city officials and the fire department went toe to 

toe on certain election procedures.  The Pine Island volunteer fire department recently appointed 

a new chief--and councilmembers are not in support of the decision. 

 

 2-3 The topic of preserving historic locations in Rochester has once again made its way to 

City Hall.  City planners had an open forum today where any group could bring forward 

potential local criteria to be used when evaluating properties for historic designation in the 

future. 

 

2-5 A local lawmaker introduces a new bill to help alleviate the burden put on famers by 

property tax levies. DFL Senator Lyle Kornen of Clara City and Republican Representative Steve 

Drazkowski of Mazeppa introduced The Minnesota Family Farm Protection Act today.  The 

bipartisan bill will help equal out the responsibility between taxpayers living in the city and those 

living in the country when it comes to property taxes used to pay for school construction projects. 

 

2-9 Rochester City Council members came together today to put the finishing touches on a 

plan for a police oversight commission. 

 

2-11 Senator David Senjem of Rochester helps introduce a bill promoting fitness in the 

workplace.  Dressed in a tracksuit... the republican joined D-F-L Senator Sandy Pappas in 

detailing the Get FIT bill at a committee hearing. 

 

2-17 The Olmsted County Housing and Re-development Authority is proposing a levy to help 

fund future affordable housing projects. 

 

2-17 A deal to demolish and renovate the dying Oak Park Mall in Austin has fallen apart.  

Austin Port Authority sent a notice of termination to the owners of the mall this evening.   

 

2-19 Despite one of its members abruptly walking out The Rochester City Council voted to 

move forward with the Oliver Apartments development near Kutzky Park.   

 

3-3 Hundreds of Rochester leaders are in St. Paul today rallying our city.  We caught up with 

the group this morning as they rallied before hopping on the bus to St. Paul for the 12th year of 

Rochester on Tour at the Capitol. 

 

3-10 One of Mayo Clinic's key research partnerships was the focus of lawmakers this 

afternoon at the State Capitol.  State Representative Kim Norton of Rochester is pushing for new 

money for Mayo Clinic-University of Minnesota research in biotechnology and medical 

genomics.  Norton's bill would appropriate 16-million dollars over the 2016 to 2017 biennium to 

fund research... hoping for more breakthroughs in biotechnology and medical genomics. 

 

3-12 A proposed housing development project in northwest Rochester has come to a halt...  for 

now.  The city council will now have a final say on the fate of the Meadow Lakes development.  

NewsCenter's Ali Killam joins us live in our newsroom with more. 
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3-13 A new telecommunications bill proposed in Minnesota is stirring up major controversy 

between lawmakers, the attorney general, and those who rely on landline phones.   NewsCenter’s 

Devin Bartolotta joins us live in our newsroom to explain further, Devin? 

 

3-19 The company that wants to privately fund the Zip Rail project between Rochester and the 

Twin Cities speaks with state and county officials in St. Paul today. The North American High 

Speed Rail Group got in front of the rumor mill to discuss a plan - while taking questions from 

political leaders.  As it stands, the NA-H-S-R is promising a high speed Zip Rail, funded 

completely by private dollars.  The group is looking into many possible routes, however the most 

viable is along Highway 52 on an elevated track running from Rochester to the Twin Cities. 

 

3-20  An increased gas tax is discussed in the Senate Transportation Committee today.  

Arguably one of the biggest takeaways from the bill... at least in the public's eye... is the proposed 

six-and-a-half percent tax on gas.  It could add about 18-cents a gallon to the cost of fuel. 

 

3-23 The Destination Medical Center plan has the seal of approval from the Rochester City 

Council, which voted on the issue at tonight's public hearing. 

 

3-24 The state budget is the talk of the capitol in St. Paul tonight... with the massive surplus 

playing a role in some key decisions.  Tonight the Minnesota House of Representatives unveiled 

its proposed budget.  Their plan is clear: cut spending. 

  

3-25 A lot of action at the Minnesota State Capitol tonight as a bill prohibiting public funding 

for Zip Rail moves forward.  Many Olmsted County officials were in attendance at tonight's 

meeting...some in support, and some still left with questions.  NewsCenter's Ali Killam joins us 

live in our newsroom with more. 

 

  

3. Health Care Developments 
 

 1-5 And these are the kind of dangerous temperatures that can cause a number of 

 serious problems. With the temps peaking in the single digits it can be easy to get  

 frostbite . 

 

1-15 Birth control prescriptions are now just a click away for Minnesota residents, thanks to a 

pilot program launched by Planned Parenthood.  

 

 1-22 The flu outbreak in Minnesota has been downgraded from Widespread to Regional.  

Outbreaks of the flu have drastically dropped with only 21 hospitalizations being reported last 

week compared to 80 the week before.  So far this season there have been four reported pediatric 

flu deaths in the state and more than15-hundred hospitalizations. 

 

1-25 Minnesota residents are kicking the habit of smoking in record numbers. 

 The percentage of smokers in the state is at an all-time low--fourteen point four percent. 
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1-25 Last November, the Minnesota National Guard announced that nearly 700 members of 

the 34th Red Bull Infantry Division would be traveling to Liberia to fight Ebola.  However those 

military members have learned - they will no longer be making the trip.  

 

2-10 The debate over whether to vaccinate children has intensified lately.  Minnesota is one of 

twenty states that allows parents to opt out because of personal beliefs.  However, a local school 

district is making sure as many students as possible are up to date on their shots. 

 

2-12 Another child has died from the flu in Minnesota... even though indicators are showing 

the influenza outbreak is fading. 

 

2-17 A Forest City man is the first Minnesotan, and one of only 15 people in the country, to 

receive a bionic eye. After his procedure at Mayo Clinic, Allen Zderad saw his wife for the first 

time in 10 years.  The 68-year-old suffers from an advanced form of retina deterioration.  The 

bionic eye creates a pixelated world allowing him to see and recognize outlines of his family and 

for the first time in a long time he is able to walk around without his cane. 

 

2-25 Families in the Winona area are scrambling to find in-home health care after a Winona 

based company abruptly closed its doors last week. 

 

2-26 A new report from the Minnesota Department of Health shows more errors were made 

in Minnesota hospitals in the past year... but there were fewer deaths. 

 

3-3 It is an epidemic that captivated the world and although Ebola cases are slowly 

diminishing worldwide, the outbreak is still widespread in the western regions of Africa. 

Rochester resident Eyita Gaga recently traveled to the hardest hit areas to help battle the disease. 

 

3-19 Two more Minnesota children have died from the flu this season.  According to the 

Minnesota Department of Health, the children died a few weeks ago, but their deaths were just 

now confirmed as being flu-related.  Eight children in Minnesota have now died due to the flu 

this season. 

 

3-20 A Minnesota City mom is furious and fed up with MNsure.  Connie Denzer says she has 

tried getting her family enrolled in MNsure since November, but still doesn't know if she is 

covered.  She says she has been giving the runaround for months by MNsure and Blue Cross Blue 

Shield of Minnesota, the two blaming each other for delaying the status of her application.  

Neither HAS been able to tell her where her insurance cards are or why she received bills with 

two different tax credit amounts. 

 

3-24 A new report shows the number of people with Alzheimer's has significantly increased.  

The 2015 Facts and Figures Report from the Alzheimer’s Association shows an estimated 5-point-

3 million Americans living with the disease. 

 That includes 90-thousand in Minnesota. 

 

3-25 More than a dozen cancer survivors are new graduates of the Rochester YMCA's 

Livestrong program. One by one each survivor walked up to receive their certificate surrounded 
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by family, friends, and physicians.  Since January, the group of 14 survivors has been meeting 

twice a week to work out their physical and mental strength in spite of disease. 

 

3-27 More and more often, people are finding out if they could be at risk genetically for 

cancers their family members have.  Until recently, there was a 94 percent risk one Plainview 

woman could have developed ovarian or breast cancer. But the way she found out.... she owes to 

a very special guardian angel.  Devin Bartolotta has the story.  

 

  

4.  Education 
 

1-6 Rochester Public Schools held a public meeting tonight to discuss a variety of topics.  

However, it was the issue of district wide schools that was on the minds of a number of parents 

and teachers. 

 

1-20 A little more than a month after they approved a property tax increase for the 2015 school 

year, Rochester School Board members are now looking at how they will use those funds.  

 

1-25 Lourdes High School played host to the very first TechnovationMN app day for middle 

and high school girls.  

 

1-27 A day after Rochester Public School students at Friedell middle school got their i-Pads... 

the new technology was rolled out to several elementary schools in the district. 

 

1-29 Physical education took center stage at a hearing at the State Capitol today. The Senate 

Education Committee hearing centered on a bipartisan bill aimed at boosting phy-ed 

requirements in Minnesota schools.  Schools would be required to boost their curriculum to 

standards held at the national level... increasing the quantity and quality of classes across the 

state. 

 

 2-12 Students across the state celebrated history day today by showcasing an historical figure 

demonstrating both legacy and leadership.  Nearly 150 students at Stewartville Middle School 

spent the past 10 weeks researching someone they think exemplifies a leader. 

  

 2-23 The sounds of needles clacking and sewing machines buzzing rang through the halls of 

Sunset Terrace Elementary School in Rochester today.  

 

2-24 Minnesota is facing a teacher shortage... and State Representative Peggy Bennett is 

introducing legislation to find a solution.  Bennett wants to create a loan forgiveness program to 

lure teachers to areas where they might not otherwise want to go. 

 

3-3 Albert Lea's freshman state representative introduces another bill to the legislature...this 

one aiming to reduce state mandated tests. 

 

3-3 One local science teacher is voicing his concerns over a recent proposal to change certain 

class requirements within the Rochester School District.  
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3-4 It's official, a Rochester voice will be heard on the University of Minnesota Board of 

Regents for a third term. The woman taking the seat is doing so for the next six years. 

NewsCenter's Ali Killam was in St. Paul today for the appointments... and joins us live in the 

studio with more. 

 

3-5 Students at Sunset Terrace Elementary sent a host of words marching through the school 

this afternoon.  It was all part of their vocabulary parade.  Students each chose a different word 

and made a costume to represent that chosen concept.  

 

3-13 Riverland Community College and Minnesota State University Mankato are partnering 

up in the Future Mavericks Program.  The partnership gives Riverland Students the opportunity 

to transfer to MSU Mankato to receive a bachelor's degree after earning an associate's degree at 

Riverland. 

 

3-18 Following yesterday's big budget announcement, some local parents are voicing their 

support of Governor Mark Dayton's plan to expand pre-K programs across the state of 

Minnesota. After the state was left with a massive 1-point-9 billion dollar budget surplus, Dayton 

says he's planning on using some of that extra cash to expand pre-K across the state.  

 

3-20 Pre-schoolers and kindergarteners are learning the importance of giving to charity.  For 

their annual spring service project, Byron Community Education Center students brought in 

"change" to be donated to Wishes and More.  Wishes and more is a Minnesota-based children's 

charity providing special experiences to children with terminal or life-threatening illnesses. 

 

3-26 Lourdes High School in Rochester has a new principal.  Today Rochester Catholic 

Schools announced that Mr. Paul Menard has accepted the job.  Menard is already familiar with 

the area.  He most recently served as Assistant Principal at St. John the Evangelist--St. Pius the 

Tenth School in Rochester for this current school year.. 

 

  

5.  Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 
 

1-6 A local service is in need of volunteers to serve as crisis line advocates. 

Olmsted County Victim Services helps individuals and families coping with sexual assaults or 

violence.  Volunteers go through a 40-hour training program and help staff at the 24 hour crisis 

line.  Staff say knowing there is a support system can mean the world to a victim coping with a 

traumatic event. 

 

1-27 It's a vision that took nearly two years of planning and will take about a year to complete.  

But on Monday, the long awaited renovations to improve security at the government center will 

begin construction. 

 

1-28 A Winona man serving a nine month prison sentence is now facing 24 more felonies.  

Authorities say he used a jail phone to call the mother of his child more than 80 times in one 

week.  NewsCenter's Taj Simmons looked into this today and has more on the story. 
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1-29 More Minnesotans are packing heat. In fact, the number of people who were issued 

firearm "carry permits" doubled from 2012 to 2013.  But something else is surprising about the 

statistics - the number of women showing up in Minnesota carry-permit classes.  

 

2-5 We begin with the latest on the six suspects arrested in Rochester in a child pornography 

investigation.  A U-M-R college professor is among them.  The suspects are accused of possessing 

and distributing the porn... one, of an even greater crime. 

NewsCenter's Ali Killam joins us live outside Rochester's Law Enforcement Center the latest on 

this developing case. 

 

2-12 In this day and age, technology is all around us, and for most of us, in the palm of our 

hand. It has also become a haven for crime, but at the same time... an investigator's secret 

weapon...as seen in the child porn investigation here in Rochester. 

 

2-19 Senate lawmakers took up the debate today on Police Body cameras. 

 The biggest issue today -- allowing footage to be kept private or made public. 

 

2-20 It's the third largest criminal enterprise in the world but now Senator Amy Klobuchar is 

pushing for stricter sex trafficking laws. 

 

3-2 Rochester Police are hoping to turn everyday dog walkers into everyday crime fighters as 

well.  They're doing so by once again launching "pooch patrol." 

 

3-2 At tonight's council meeting, city leaders discussed the issue of body cameras for  police 

officers.  Concerned with pending laws at the state Capitol, the council decided to hold off on 

buying body cameras for the police department...for now. 

 

3-5 Rochester women are taking things into their own hands in the month-long self-defense 

classes at the Rochester YMCA. 

 

 3-10 We swipe them everywhere we go without a second thought.  But be warned... your 

debit or credit card number could be stolen and already for sale online... and you probably don't 

even know it.  It's a terrifying thought that could make you rethink how you pay for your 

purchases.  NewsCenter's Ali Killam joins us live in the studio with her special report on debit 

card dangers. 

 

3-16 Charges have been dismissed against one of the seven men arrested after a ten-month-

long child pornography investigation. 58-year-old Mark McGinley had been charged with eight 

counts of distributing child pornography... but those were all dismissed on February 26th.  

Olmsted County Attorney Mark Ostrem says the county charges were dismissed because federal 

charges have now been filed.  Federal court documents show McGinley was charged in U-S 

District Court a week earlier on February 18th. 

 

3-17 The mystery of Blue Earth's Jane Doe comes to an end today.  Up until today, we knew 

who murdered Jane Doe, where it happened, and when.  And now, after 35 years, DNA testing 

has put some closure on who this woman was. 
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3-19 A former Pacelli High School teacher is sentenced today after pleading guilty in 

December to having sex with a student.  The 28-year old woman has already served some time in 

jail, and it appears her time behind bars is up. 

 

3-26 The Rochester Police Department's K-9 unit has gotten three new bullet and stab 

protective vests. Non-profit organization “Vested Interest in K-9s” donated the vests to cover half 

of the K-9 squad.  Officers say it is critical for their partners to be protected while sniffing out 

crime. 

 

  

 

6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism 
 

1-15 We all know what family means, but in today's day and age, the picture of family 

continues to evolve and change.  One exhibit in Rochester is showcasing that. 

 

1-19 For more than a decade hundreds of people in Rochester have been honoring Dr. Martin 

Luther King Junior's life on this holiday by marching through downtown.  Along the way, 

marchers carried homemade signs reading everything from 'I have a dream' to 'Black Lives 

Matter'.  Marchers say that's not what this day was about, though - Today was about celebrating 

a legacy and promoting equality. 

 

1-20 The governor established a Diversity and Inclusion Council to improve diversity among 

state employees.  The executive order the governor signed also improves the contracting process 

for businesses owned by Minnesotans from diverse backgrounds. 

 

2-9 A local nonprofit helping disabled adults find jobs has created a winning partnership 

with Rochester's Channel One Regional Food Bank.  

 

2-11 When the Rochester Planning and Zoning Board meets next Wednesday, members will 

be hearing from a number of upset residents.  People with handicaps say they're tired of 

transportation issues and are hoping the board will start taking them in to account as the city 

expands. 

 

2-18 Rochester residents with a handicap are frustrated and hurt by transportation issues 

limiting their ability to enjoy the city they live in.  Some of those residents are hoping their 

remarks during a city council meeting tonight will begin to make a difference. NewsCenter’s 

Mike Sullivan spoke with them this evening and join us live from government center with the 

latest. 

 

 2-19 Undefeated...it's a term often used in sports, but rarely achieved.  However one 

remarkable group of Rochester boys and girls has a chance at it.  They are a group of athletes 

with disabilities.  The passionate bunch makes up the Rochester Raiders adaptive floor hockey 

team. 

 



Issues and Programs Report 

First Quarter 2015 

 

KTTC/KTTC-DT 

 Television 

Rochester, Minnesota 12 

2-23 The large Somali population in Minnesota is also reacting to the threats coming from al-

Shaabab. This afternoon we sat down with six Somali Americans at the Intercultural Mutual-

Assistance Association.  They say al-Shaabab is losing power every day, and their request for 

terror acts in Minnesota are a last-ditch effort to gain support, with one calling the threat a bluff.  

But it is still reason to educate young Somali Americans that may be easily influenced by 

terrorists abroad.  

 

3-9 A Fountain woman just blew out her 98th birthday candle yesterday...and celebrated by 

taking a look back in history.  

 

 3-13 Members of the Rochester Latino Community and the Minnesota Safe Roads Coalition 

are holding a forum to discuss a bill aimed at allowing licenses for undocumented workers.  

NewsCenter's Alanna Martella is live southeast Rochester where the forum I's being held and 

joins us with more on the discussion.  

 

3-20 About 125 meals are hand-delivered to people in need in Rochester every day thanks to 

Meals on Wheels.  Today one recipient got her meal from a very special volunteer.   Marcus 

Sherels of the Minnesota Vikings delivered a meal to Susie...who is a very big Vikings fan.  

 

3-24 March marks Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month and tonight, we bring you 

the story of one local woman with disabilities who has managed to beat the odds.  

 

3-25 Sylvester Thiel is a 92 year-old athlete living in Lake City.  Yes, you heard that right, he's 

92, and he's making history. For the better part of a century Syl has been a competitive bowler, 

gracing the ranks of a number of professional bowling leagues.  Last week in El Paso Texas, he 

reached legendary status. 

 

 3-30 The Olmstead Plan was rolled out today in Rochester, but the name has nothing to do 

with the county the city is in.  State Senator Carla Nelson, along with other state officials, held a 

news conference today to discuss the new plan that follows a U.S. Supreme Court decision 

requiring people with disabilities to receive services in a setting most appropriate for their needs, 

such as being employed and living more independently. 

  

 

7.  Environment 

 

1-14 The City of Kasson is developing a new plan for keeping its drinking water wells safe 

from pollution.  The State Department of Health has approved the first part of a wellhead 

protection plan for Kasson.  That plan lays out a wellhead protection area... and managing the 

drinking supply area boundary. 

 

2-9 Since the 1990s it is estimated that the Monarch Butterfly population has decreased about 

90 percent. Today the federal government announced a new initiative to restore the habitat of the 

Monarch butterfly.   
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2-18 The U-S Army Corps of Engineers is taking ice measurements on Lake Pepin... checking 

its thickness.  They measure the ice around this time of year to forecast when barge traffic can get 

moving again.  The ice thickness this year is running just a touch below the normal at 21 inches. 

 

2-20 Nearly 50 oil trains from the Bakken oil fields travel through our area each 

week....highlighting the scary fact that a disaster like this can happen just about anywhere, even 

close to home. 

 

2-24 Last week, Houston County commissioners voted to effectively ban frac sand mining in 

the county. However, at their meeting today, a few commissioners appeared to rethink their 

position on the issue.  This meeting comes a week after a heated public meeting where the 

commissioners voted unanimously to send a bill banning frac sand mining to the county 

attorney. 

 

3-3 Last month the Houston County Board of Commissioners unanimously voted to ban frac 

sand mining, but today that decision was reversed.  The controversy is sparking an outrage 

among residents.  NewsCenter's Mike Sullivan was in Caledonia for today's vote and has more. 

 

3-10 Last week's decision by Houston County Commissioners to reverse their position on a 

potential frac sand mining ban has the county talking - again.  Today, three people went one step 

further and filed ethics complaints against the Houston County Zoning Administrator. 

 

3-13 Farmers and community leaders met in Mazeppa today to discuss a proposed change in 

Minnesota's farm / water buffer law. The law, which has been in effect since 1959, requires 

farmers to leave a strip of unfarmed land between crops and waterways, to prevent waste runoff.  

 

3-16 BPA is found in everything from water bottles to cans of food.  But many people don't 

know they are exposed to the potentially harmful chemical almost every time they receive a 

paper receipt.  

 

3-30 There's new controversy in Houston County tonight over the man in charge of 

supervising zoning issues like those that surround any future frac sand mining.  A new internal 

investigation has come to light over things the Zoning Administrator was accused of doing in the 

past... allegations of preferential treatment and targeting certain people for punishment. 

NewsCenter's Taj Simmons is back from Caledonia, and sorts it out for us, live in the newsroom.   

 

8.  Youth 
 

1-14 We hear about it far too often - and yet, even with public outcry and changes in school 

policies, bullying is something that still affects thousands of children nationwide. 

Many of these cases go unreported because victims are afraid.  So what are the signs.... what 

silent messages should parents be looking for? 

 

1-21 Throughout winter, Minnesota Twins players have been making their way all around the 

state.  Today, the two Brians--second baseman Dozier and pitcher Duensing—dropped by 

Rochester to show kids the importance of fitness. 
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1-25 It's not often that young musicians get the chance to play alongside a professional 

orchestra, but one group of Rochester teens has received this life-changing opportunity.  

 

1-26 A 10-year-old girl is a little shaken up but otherwise not hurt after a fire broke out at her 

home this morning when she was there alone.  The girl was in her bedroom in the basement, 

crafting with a hot glue gun. She says she unplugged the glue gun and went upstairs, and that's 

when the smoke alarms started going off.  

 

2-2 Third through fifth graders at Stewartville are jumping in to help out a good cause. 

Students are raising money for the American Heart Association by jumping rope during their 

gym classes.  Their goal is to raise 5-thousand dollars and so far, they have 2-thousand... with a 

few days left to jump. 

 

2-3 Minnesota is known by many as the state of hockey for a reason.  In the case of these 

Rochester players, neither rain nor snow can stop their weekly tradition of outdoor hockey.  

"Obviously there's a lot of snow but we do our best to shovel it off and make it happen." 

 

2-10 Some special visitors at an Austin elementary school teach kids the meaning of 

friendship and how it's important to say I'm Sorry. Minnesota State University Mankato's 

Department of Theatre & Dance presented their annual children's theater touring production of 

"Rabbit Tales."  The musical play highlights the meaning of friendship and how friends treat each 

other. 

 

3-9 There's a new move afoot at the State Capitol to un-do the high school league's ruling on 

transgender athletes. Republican lawmakers introduced legislation that would bar boys from 

playing on girls sports teams but nothing about girls on boys teams. 

Republican Senator Dave Brown says the M-S-H-S-L got it wrong in December when they voted 

to allow transgender students to play on sports teams that match the gender they identify with 

personally.  Brown's bill would require schools to provide separate dressing rooms or restrooms 

for transgender children. 

 

 3-11 Snow Week at Wabasha-Kellogg High School culminated in the crowning of a snow king 

and queen, as well as a prince and princess.   This year the students decided to pass on the 

honor of princess to a very special classmate. 

 

3-13 More playground time ahead for kids in one Northwest Rochester neighborhood. 

The slide that was damaged in a string of arson fires last November is in the process of being 

replaced. 

 

3-16 A frightening day for some young ice anglers and their families over the weekend.  10-

year-old Isaac Molina was out ice fishing with two of his buddies and one of their uncles when 

they fell through the ice while walking back to shore.  They plunged into about 6 feet of icy water 

and a man standing nearby wasted no time wading in to pull them out. 
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3-27 A shocking story in college athletics tonight... The St. Olaf college baseball team cancels 

its entire season due to a hazing investigation. NewsCenter Sports' Chris Barierre joins us live in 

the newsroom with details. 

 

 

9.  Substance Abuse 
 

1-1 The Minnesota State Patrol was out in full force last night.. and they're reporting a 

decline in  DWI arrests compared with last year. 

 

1-7 It's the kind of list no state wants to see itself at the top of.  The CDC has ranked 

Minnesota as one of the worst states in the country when it comes to binge-drinking deaths.  

 

1-22 The annual fight to allow Sunday liquor sales continues in St. Paul.  Currently, Minnesota 

is one of just 12 states banning liquor stores from opening on Sundays.  A bill undoing the state's 

old blue laws was introduced to both houses today. 

 

2-5 Two people are arrested after a search warrant was executed at Vista Village Mobile 

Home Park in Brownsdale yesterday.  39-year-old Rebecca Charleson has been charged with 

possession of methamphetamine, marijuana, and meth paraphernalia. 

 

2-12 Three people are arrested, accused of trying to buy 100-thousand dollars worth of bath 

salts from undercover officers.  The Southeast Minnesota Drug Task Force then issued a 

controlled delivery of one-thousand grams of the drug on Tuesday. 

 

3-25 Authorities are warning Minnesotans about the dangers of a new drug called marijuana 

wax.  It's a street name for marijuana concentrates.  Department of Public Safety officials say it 

can be dangerously potent... with T-H-C levels ranging between 30 and 90 percent compared to 

just 14 percent in typical marijuana. 

 

3-25 Tonight we have more insight into a high speed chase that happened one week ago 

today.  According to the criminal complaint... 25-year-old David Collier and 23-year-old 

Courtney Archer told state troopers they had warrants out for their arrest and refused to stop for 

authorities out of fear of jail time.  Collier also told authorities he had traces of marijuana and 

methamphetamine in his system. 

 

3-26 32 people are indicted in a large marijuana ring in Colorado that shipped large amounts 

of pot to Minnesota. Several law enforcement agencies came together to bust what they're calling 

the largest marijuana-trafficking ring since the drug was legalized in Colorado.  Authorities say 

the group falsely posed as medical-marijuana caregivers and made about 12 million dollars off 

the scam. 
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LOCALLY/QNI PRODUCED PROGRAMMING 

KTTC-TV is very community-oriented and interested in community problems and 

issues. It devotes a considerable amount of its news time to the coverage of significant 

problems, needs and issues facing the community. KTTC has broadcast the following 

programming in response to the issues and programs during this quarter. 

 

 KTTC Newscenter “Around Town” 

 Saturday 7:26am, 7:56am, 8:26am, 8:56am 

 Sunday 7:26am 

 “Around Town” is a 1:56 minute segment that has interviews with individuals in 

the community. These interviews provide information and discussion of events in the 

area, usually by non-profit organizations. 

 

2015 Around Town 1st Quarter Schedule 

 January 10 – Rochester Better Chance Gospel Concert 

 January 17 – Rochester Chapter NAACP’s observance of Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day 

 January 24 – Rochester’s Winterfest 

 January 31 – “Once Upon a Playhouse,” Family Service Rochester; 

  “Festival of Music,” First Presbyterian Church  

 

 February 7 – SocialICE; Coaches vs. Cancer, Mayo vs. Century 

  High School 

 February 14 – Salvation Army’s Taste of the Town; Historic Fashion 

  Show at History Center of Olmsted County 

 February 21 – Small Dog Rescue—Chocolate and Wine Spectacular; 

SEMYO Competition 

 February 28 – Cabin Fever Bean Bag Tournament for Eagles Cancer 

Telethon; “Last Seven Days,” Evangel United Methodist Church 

 

March 7 – Rochester Kiwanis Chili Feed at Senior Center; “Hansel & 

Gretel,” Children’s Dance Theatre 

 March 14 – “Telling Your Story” at Rochester Public Library; Dodge 

  County 4-H Young Riders “Hoe Down” in Kasson 

 March 21 – Rochester Woodcarvers Show;  Elder Network 

 March 28 – “The Big Sing,” Rochester Male Chorus; Fools Five Race 

  for Eagles Cancer Telethon, Lewiston 
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KTTC NewsCenter 

NewsCenter Today  Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00am 

NewsCenter at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30pm 

NewsCenter at Five  Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30pm 

NewsCenter at Five  Sunday   5:00-5:30pm 

NewsCenter at Six  Monday-Saturday 6:00-6:30pm 

NewsCenter at Ten  Sunday-Friday 10:00-10:35pm 

NewsCenter at Ten  Saturday  10:00-10:30pm 

NewsCenter at Ten (R) Monday-Thursday 3:00-3:35am 

    Friday   3:30-4:05am 

 

 

SYNDICATED PROGRAMMING 

KTTC-TV has broadcast the following syndicated programming material in response to 

the problems and needs of our viewing area- 

 

 Ag Day Monday-Friday 4:00-4:30am 

 

 Daily syndicated program of agriculturally related topics. 

 

NETWORK (NBC) PROGRAMMING 

KTTC has broadcast the following network programming which addresses many of the 

problems and needs of our viewing area. 

 

 Early Today Monday – Friday 4:30-5:00am 

      As the first broadcast of the day on the NBC Network, “Early Today” provides a           

comprehensive look at the news that occurred overnight as well as previewing the 

day’s upcoming events 

 

 Today Show   Monday – Friday  7:00-11:00am 

     Saturday   7:00-9:00am 

     Sunday     7:00-8:00am 
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A news program that provides the latest in international and domestic news, 

weather reports and interviews with newsmakers from the world of politics, 

business, media, entertainment and sports. 

 

 Meet The Press Sunday 8:00-9:00am 

 

NBC moderator interviews top newsmakers from the week 

 

 NBC Nightly News  Monday-Sunday  5:30-6:00pm 

 

Provides reports and analysis of the day’s most newsworthy national and 

international events. 

 

 Dateline  Various dates/times 

 

Prime-time news magazine program that comprises segments on a wide range of 

topics, including investigative reports, human-interest stories and newsmaker 

profiles. 

 

SHORT FORM PROGRAMMING 

KTTC demonstrates a strong commitment to our community by broadcasting public 

service announcements (PSA’s) for many area non-profit organizations. The PSA’s 

are listed below which aired during the quarter. Specific dates/times are not given 

here, but are available on request. 

 

The following PSA’s ran during the 3rd quarter of 2014 
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First Quarter 2015 – KTTC Television 

Advertiser      Title       

Boys & Girls Club of Rochester           A Chair Affair / After Glow Party / 

Donate 

Catholic Charities     Diocese of Winona 

Children’s Health Fund    Children’s Health Fund 

Eagles Club 5th District Telethon / Jerry Kill Telethon / Lewiston 

Fools Five Road Race 

Get Covered America    Get Covered America 

Got Your Six      Got Your Six/Behind Every Great/Backs 

Iowa State      Register 

Iowa STEM      STEM 

KTTC Amazing Woman    Amazing Woman Award 

KTTC Community Calendar   Community Calendar 

Laketrails Base Camp    Lake of the Woods Teen Camp 

Leadership Greater Rochester   Mini Libraries Book Drive / Host / 

Donate 

Legal Assistance of Olmsted County  Annual Fundraiser 

Lions International     Airport/Safari Hunting/District 5M1 

MADD Austin Melville “Don’t Drink & Drive” / 

Ballerina / Marcus Sherels 

MedCity Foundation    Community Expo and Blizzard Bash 

Minnesota National Guard    Storm/Fire/Flood 

NAB Congressional Campaign Bring Change 2 Mind/Glenn Close 

 We Are Broadcasters 



Issues and Programs Report 

First Quarter 2015 

 

KTTC/KTTC-DT 

 Television 

Rochester, Minnesota 20 

NBC “More You Know” Digital Safety / Environment / Health / 

Diversity / Education 

Rochester Area Builders    Disaster Fraud 

Rochester Area Foundation   We Give 365 

Rochester Chamber of Commerce   Day at the Capitol 

Rochester Downtown Alliance   Social Ice 

Rochester International Association  WorldFest 

SAGE/MN Cancer Alliance   Colorectal Cancer/Jimmy Smits 

Shoplifting (Tangerine)    Denny/Sara 

The ARC Southeastern Minnesota  The ARC SE-MN “Adrian” 

The Bully Project     Bully Bus 

TvB Project Roadblock    Project Roadblock/Neon Signs/Solitary 

United Way of Olmsted County Give. Advocate. Volunteer / 10 Who 

Make A Difference Nominations 

Understood for Learning & Attention Issues Understood      

Winterfest   Rochester Winterfest 


