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KTTC airs many broadcasts that contain stories dealing with the problems and 

important issues of the communities we serve. Listed below, by problem and need 

category, are topics of those stories that were broadcast during this quarter 

 

 

2014 LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

 

1. Economic  & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 

2. Political/Governmental 

3. Health Care Developments 

4. Education 

5. Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 

6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism 

7. Environment 

8. Youth 

9. Substance Abuse 
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2014 4th Quarter Issues and Programs Report - KTTC NewsCenter  
 

1. Economic & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 

 

10-1 In a decade where tablets and laptops are increasingly replacing paper books, 

one town is preparing to build a new library. City leaders and community leaders broke 

ground on the site of the new Kasson Public Library on the grounds of West Park this 

evening.  The new library building will also be used as a community shelter in case of 

emergency.  

 

10-14 AT&T customers in southeastern Minnesota are getting a stronger cell phone 

signal now that the company is supporting a Mayo Clinic program.  Today AT&T 

announced a 1-point-2 million dollar grant to support Mayo's Proton Beam Therapy 

Program.  Representatives say they chose the proton beam therapy to fund because the 

technology used for the treatment is so advanced. 

 

 10-14 A popular bookstore located in the heart of downtown Rochester is 

closing its doors.  The downtown Barnes and Noble inside the historic Chateau Theatre 

will close at the end of December. 

 

11-12 Rochester is in the midst of a 6 billion dollar economic development initiative.  

It's called Destination Medical Center. And leaders in Rochester want to make sure 

they're moving the DMC plan in the right direction.  One way they're doing that is by 

looking at what 'works' in other communities with similar designs.  DMC leaders 

invited KTTC to follow them both to Washington and Ohio. 5 major cities, in 5 days. 

Portland. Seattle. Bellevue. Indianapolis and Cleveland.  The mission?  See what works 

when it comes to development projects in those cities--the good, the bad and the ugly. 

 And how could we incorporate those lessons--and development ideas--in 

Rochester in this "Tale of Two Cities"... 

 

11-13 As plans for Destination Medical Center begin to take shape, those in charge of 

Rochester's future have been seeking outside advice and inspiration. Tonight, we're 

going East... heading to a Midwest town with a medical force of its own.  NewsCenter's 

Devin Bartolotta joins us live in our newsroom with more on the big trip to Cleveland. 

 

11-13 It was precisely those trips to Cleveland and Indianapolis that were on tonight's 

agenda for DMCC's fourth public forum.  Tonight, Rochester residents got their chance 

to weigh in on new DMC plans. 
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11-17 Another vision of Destination Medical Center will be a reality on the corner of 

Broadway and Center Street in downtown.  City council has approved a piece of the 

future that will make our skyline a little different. The officially 22-story tower is 

moving forward, with construction aimed to begin early next year. 

 

11-19 There's a new hotel in Rochester, right across the street from Mayo Clinic's Saint 

Marys campus.  The Homewood Suites by Hilton opened its doors to guests today 

 

11-20 The U.S. Department of Energy awards IBM with a 325 million dollar contract to 

develop the world's most advanced "data centric" super computers.  The two super 

computers will advance innovation in science, engineering and national security... and 

are expected to offer 10 times better performance and be five times more energy 

efficient than current systems. 

 

11-24 One of Rochester's long standing steakhouses and certainly a city icon, Michael's 

Restaurant will be ending an era by the end of this year.  It's doors will be closing, but 

owners assure us, they will be back. It's an announcement that has the community in 

shock and restaurant owners swimming in emotions. However, they say the agreement 

between the Pappas family and Gus Chafoulias' Titan Development and Investments is 

one that is out of their mutual love of Rochester, and the city's future. 

 

11-26 After 8 years in business, Sontes restaurant in downtown Rochester is closing it's 

doors to make way for a micro-brewery. Sontes will close on January 1st, but they will 

remain in business as a catering company.  Their new wine and spirits boutique will 

also remain open.  A new micro-brewery and pub called Grand Rounds Brewing 

Company will open in the Spring of 2015. 

 

11-28 A new venture by Destination Medical Center hopes to put more of a spotlight 

on the people who make up the real fabric of this community.  And that's the average 

citizen. DMC leaders are doing it through something called Rochester Story Project.  

 

12-8 It may be one of the best kept real estate secrets around... Claremont is offering 

free residential lots to people willing to put a house on them. This has been offered for 

the past three years and not one person has taken the city up on the offer. 

 

12-15  The board of the Austin Port Authority made adjustments this afternoon to three 

major ongoing projects.  On moving the Spam Museum to the downtown area... the 

board was set to approve an extension to its agreement with Hormel... as work 

continues on soil borings and clearing up the title at the new museum site. 
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12-17 The first concrete development plan for Destination Medical Center was 

unveiled this afternoon.  It includes projects that will change the face of the city... for 

example, the creation of a science and technology hub, also, a new "Heart of the City" 

Discovery Square, and thousands of downtown housing units. 

 

  12-23 The future of Austin's Oak Park Mall was discussed tonight.  It's 

already getting a Hy-Vee... and there may be a large renovation in addition to the 

grocery store.  NewsCenter's Taj Simmons joins us from the newsroom with more on 

where things stand tonight. 

 

 

 

 

2. Political/Governmental 

 

10-6 A community shaken by the news of a new troubled youth facility being 

constructed in their neighborhood fired their questions at program officials tonight. 

 

10-7 It's getting down to the wire for politicians before Election Day just four weeks 

from tonight.  And first congressional district candidates, Representative Tim Walz and 

opponent Jim Hagedorn went toe to toe in tonight's debate. 

 

10-7 Senator Al Franken made a campaign stop in Rochester today. A piece of 

legislation signed into law and supported by Franken focuses on creating partnerships 

between community and technical colleges - and businesses to train workers for jobs. 

 

10-16 We begin tonight with a new debate in the Charter Communications contract 

with the city.  As the cable giant has begun migrating some stations, pushback is being 

heard from Rochester officials.  NewsCenter's Ali Killam joins us live in our newsroom 

with more. 

 

10-28 Voters will be making some important decisions in just a week from today. For 

Wabasha County, conflict within administration is making the sheriff's race one of the 

most heated.  

 

11-3 There are two very different candidates running for Rochester mayor this year.  

Political newcomer Cindy Maves is taking on 11-year incumbent Ardell Brede for the 

office at City Hall.  
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11-5 Governor Mark Dayton says he's willing to meet newly elected state house 

republicans halfway on big issues as long as they do the same. Dayton won a second 

term against republican challenger Jeff Johnson.  At a news conference Wednesday 

Dayton said all sides will need to rise above differences to avoid gridlock. 

 

11-5 Captain Kevin Torgerson takes one of Olmsted County's top seats as sheriff last 

night.  NewsCenter's Ali Killam has more on his election and the future of the 

department. 

 

11-6 It was only 11 years ago that Jesse Ventura and the Reform Party had their 

candidate in office as Governor of Minnesota.  Over the years the Reform Party became 

the Independence Party and was considered a major party in the state... until Tuesday's 

elections changed it all. 

 

11-12 Not in my backyard! There's a feeling of outrage in a northwest Rochester 

neighborhood.  That's as the City Planning and Zoning committee discusses the future 

of a possible Walgreen's in their community. NewsCenter's Ali Killam joins us live from 

Government Center with the latest. 

 

11-19 An Amish family appeared in Fillmore County court today.. entering a plea in a 

case regarding construction permits.  Ammon and Sarah Swartzentruber are on trial for 

violating zoning permits on their new home....The couple says that what the county is 

asking will violate their religious beliefs. 

 

11-24 Rochester residents and business owners may see a new fee on their natural gas 

bills starting this year.  Rochester city council is considering instating a franchise fee 

with Minnesota Energy.  The rate would be one dollar per month for residential 

customers and two dollars per month for commercial and industrial. 

 

11-25 Dodge County Sheriff-Elect Scott Rose asked the county board for a 10-year leave 

of absence tonight.  The board granted that request, giving him a leave of absence from 

his current role as an investigator while he serves as sheriff.  That allows him to go back 

to his investigator position in the sheriff's office if he were to be beaten in an election 

down the road. 

 

12-1 Residents of a northwest Rochester subdivision are giving their final stand 

against a proposed Walgreens development in their neighborhood at tonight's city 

council meeting.  
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12-4 Minnesota finance officials say lawmakers have a one-billion-dollar projected 

surplus at their disposal this upcoming session.  The estimate came out at the state 

capitol this morning.  Top Democrats and Republicans are already raising the prospect 

of giving tax breaks with a portion of the surplus.  Governor Mark Dayton wants to 

expand eligibility for a child care tax credit by removing an income cap.  

 

12-15  there were many issues brought up by city council tonight ranging from 

transportation to the salaries of the council members. However, the issue that stuck out 

was the council's retraction of a fee that would affect Rochester citizens.  Minnesota 

Energy had planned to impose a franchise fee of $1 per home and $2 per business on 

every month's gas bill, but the city council unexpectedly lifted the fees by a vote of six-

to-one. 

 

12-16 We reported last week that the Rochester Public School Board approved its 

budget with a nearly 10 percent increase on property taxes... which would be a 54-

dollar increase per year for homeowners in a 200-thousand dollar home.  Last night, the 

City Council approved a 6-point-9 percent tax levy increase in its budget.  And this 

morning... the County Board raised property taxes for Olmsted County.  Those taxes 

will be going up 3-and-a-quarter percent next year. 

 

12-16 Traffic is heavy on one Rochester roadway, and not just with vehicles--but 

pedestrians too. That's one of the reasons why the Rochester City Council is working to 

push the 18th Avenue Northwest improvement project.  The project would offer more 

crosswalks and sidewalks for people to travel safely along the road. 

 

12-17 In Fillmore county, A family admits they've been defying the building codes of 

their county.  However, the issue of religion versus regulation may make this case more 

complex.  Amish couple Ammon and Sarah Swartzentruber confirmed their trial 

against the state today in Fillmore County.  The couple is charged with violating a 

zoning ordinance over the lack of sewage in a newly built house.  However, the Amish 

shun most modern appliances and the defense says the lack of plumbing in their 

building is on par with their religious beliefs. 

   

 

3. Health Care Developments 

 

10-1 It was a big day for Mayo Clinic as it made its first mark on the Twin Cities. 
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Today, a new sports medicine clinic opened in the heart of downtown Minneapolis 

bringing in ''state of the art technology'' for athletes. 

 

10-2 New technology released today is giving your doctor more information about 

your health.  Mayo Clinic launched their new health app that is fully integrated with 

the new Apple Health Kit.  The App allows users to find health information quickly, 

contact their care team directly, and manage their appointment schedule.  The update 

allows patients to seamlessly share information with the Apple Health kit through the 

Mayo Clinic App. 

 

10-16 Though experts say it's extremely unlikely we will see community wide 

outbreaks of Ebola... hospitals statewide are still getting fully prepared in case Ebola 

does appear in Minnesota.  Since the CDC released upgraded equipment 

recommendations this week -- each hospital says it's adjusting to the new standards.  

One Minneapolis Hospital is making a video -- showing step-by-step how to put on and 

take off protective gear when dealing with an Ebola patient. 

 

10-16 Rochester officials had to activate their pandemic disease response plan 

yesterday afternoon. The Rochester Fire Department says a 37-year-old woman on a 

pedestrian bridge at West River Parkway called 9-1-1 because she was feeling 

symptoms she feared might be Ebola.  Fortunately after checking her out, medical crews 

determined she did not, in fact, have the disease. 

 

10-24 Four Minnesota Hospitals have gotten the stamp of approval to treat Ebola 

patients, should one be diagnosed within the state.  Mayo Clinic is one of them. 

The decision is part of a coordinated plan to prepare the state for any potential Ebola 

situations. 

 

10-28 On the Ebola front, we are getting our very first look inside one of the Minnesota 

hospital rooms that will be used to treat an Ebola patient... should one ever be treated 

here. 

 

 11-6 A state of the art health facility has opened its doors in southeast 

Rochester.  The Women's Health Pavillion of Olmsted Medical Center is now accepting 

patients.  Ali Killam was there tonight and joins us live in our newsroom with more on 

the new facility. 

 

11-18 A prosthetic limb that works just like the real thing. That's what Rochester's 

Limb Lab has created with brand-new technology for one Iraqi war veteran. 
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11-19 Doctors and health professionals in the Zumbrota area continue to track an 

apparent outbreak of pertussis, also known as whooping cough.  It took some 80 

youngsters out of the Zumbrota-Mazeppa schools on Monday.  State, county and local 

officials compared notes on the outbreak in a conference call today. 

 

11-20  The flu has hit Rochester Public Schools, with dozens of kids at Willow Creek 

Middle School out sick. And the recent outbreak has the district reinforcing common 

guidelines to prevent more students from getting the flu.  

 

11-24 A language barrier leads to an Ebola scare in Rochester yesterday. Firefighters 

arrived at the 14-hundred block of Marion road southeast in bio-hazard protection gear 

where a woman was suffering from flu-like symptoms.   We're told there was 

miscommunication between the dispatcher and the man calling in the emergency. 

The dispatcher thought the woman traveled to "Mali" but later realized the man said his 

wife was from Somalia. 

 

12-1 Medical marijuana will be distributed in Rochester starting next July. That's one 

of the big developments in the state's medical cannabis program unveiled today.  The 

Minnesota Department of Health says Rochester, Minneapolis, Maple Grove, and 

Moorhead will all have distribution facilities starting next July.  

 

12-10 The death of an Owatonna teen has sparked a community to rally behind her 

family.  17-year-old Shannon Zwanziger passed away after suffering from flu like 

symptoms, but her friends have a mission to remember their friend in a meaningful 

way. 

NewsCenter's Ali Killam was in Owatonna today and joins us live in our newsroom 

with the story. 

 

 12-11 The question remains... was it the flu that killed 17-year-old Shannon 

Zwanziger of Owatonna? She died after showing signs of the flu.  If it's determined that 

Shannon did die from her flu symptoms, she would be the second juvenile flu death in 

Minnesota so far this year.  

 

12-11 Dozens of frustrated veterans packed the National Guard Armory in Rochester 

tonight.  They got the chance to voice their frustrations of inadequate care and 

manipulation in the VA Health Systems. 
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12-17 Nearly 14-thousand Minnesotans have signed up for coverage through MNsure 

for the first time this year. 

 

12-18 The jump of influenza cases has many areas on high alert...and Winona Health is 

one of them. The medical staff is encouraging all visitors...both sick and healthy...to 

wear face masks in the hospital and limiting who can come through the doors. 

 

 12-18 The flu is not the only illness Minnesotans are facing.  Late tonight the 

state Health Department announced a listeria outbreak is responsible for four people 

being hospitalized... two of them died. 

 

12-22 As if the flu wasn't hitting Minnesota hard enough, health officials now say 

outbreaks of norovirus are hitting the state hard. The Minnesota Department of Health 

says about 40 cases have been reported since the beginning of November.  Those 

outbreaks have occurred in restaurants, schools, nursing homes, and even private 

gatherings. 

 

12-31 The flu is still widespread here in Minnesota.  According to the latest weekly 

report from the state Department of Health, flu related hospitalizations increased to a 

total of 577.  That's compared with the 380 reported in the week before.  

 

 

4.  Education 

 

 10-7 Right now, the Rochester School Board is discussing a tax levy increase 

that would affect many households in Rochester.  A decision has not yet been made on 

the final number of the levy but the preliminary numbers for the 2015 property tax levy 

revealed last month came in at nearly 17 percent. 

 

10-8 A former math teacher at a Catholic high school in Austin might be pregnant 

with a student's child.  Mary Gilles was removed from Pacelli High School pending the 

investigation...but now that her criminal complaint is public...the full story is emerging. 

 

10-27 Members of the Austin School Board stopped by Southgate Elementary School 

today to get an update on a brand new program. The Pi Academy is in its very first year 

at Southgate Elementary. It's giving the brightest kids from Austin Public Elementary 

schools a unique opportunity - by putting grades 1 through 4 in one classroom.  
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11-6 Hundreds of families packed into Riverside Central Elementary School tonight 

for their annual Heritage Night. The sights and sounds of cultures all across the world 

were on display throughout the school. 

 

 11-11 University of Minnesota Rochester looked to the future during their State 

of the Campus address today. Chancellor Stephen Lehmkuhle spoke about how jobs are 

changing as technology gets better and that UMR is adapting to prepare students for 

that change.   

 

11-13 Technology has been taking over classrooms for a while.  Now it has spread to 

the gym.  At Byron High school, teachers are using a little science and technology to go 

the extra mile for their students.   

 

11-13 Parents with kids going into kindergarten next year are learning everything they 

need to know before their kids hop on the bus for the first time.  Today at Mayo High 

School, Rochester Public Schools held its "Kickoff to Kindergarten."  The event 

welcomes families to the RPS district and prepares parents and their children for their 

transition into kindergarten next year. 

 

12-4 The Minnesota State High School League made a big decision today... allowing 

transgender students athletes to compete in sports that align with their gender identity 

 

12-8 It's that time of year when high school seniors are choosing where they would 

like to continue their education, but what about paying for it?  Tonight Winona State 

hosted a session for prospective and current students on financial aid. 

 

12-9 After months of discussion, the Rochester Public School Board has approved a 

tax increase for property owners in the district. That increase is officially 9.88 percent 

for the 20-15 school year. 

 

12-9 Rochester third graders got a useful tool from the Greater Rochester Rotary Club 

today.  16-hundred dictionaries were being handed out to every third grader in 

Rochester at public and private schools.  Today the group was at Franklin Elementary.  

The Rotary club hopes the dictionaries help narrow the achievement gap in schools. 

 

 12-10 With one Rochester Elementary school already on the 45-day on 15-day 

off chedule, officials are contemplating adding two more schools to that list. Switching 

to the 45-15 schedule will give those schools a chance to further academic development 

during off-weeks, and prevent burnout from students and faculty. 
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5.  Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 

 

10-2 A man is behind bars this evening after an hours long standoff at a Stewartville 

apartment building today.  The suspect threatened to shoot a woman inside, as well as 

her children.  NewsCenter's Ali Killam was on scene all morning and has our story. 

 

10-6 A prominent leader in the Christian community appears in court today... accused 

of groping two girls on separate occasions. 

 

10-13 For years... the Catholic church has defended itself against allegations of sex 

abuse by its priests here in Minnesota.  A case accusing church leaders of creating a 

public nuisance by failing to warn their parishioners about a priest with an abusive past 

has played out.  Today, that landmark case was settled.  NewsCenter's Devin Bartolotta 

has the story. 

 

10-30 An Olmsted County District Court judge has denied a request to seal depositions 

of three Catholic priests who potentially had knowledge of a former Rochester Boy 

Scout leader sexually abusing children. 

 

11-25 it's a story that shocked many in the Rochester community... and we now know 

who was involved in the city's first homicide of the year.  Police believe 49-year old 

Bradley Higgins shot his 9-year-old daughter Mackenzie, then himself.  Before the 

crime, Higgins had a documented history of disorderly conduct and mental illness.  

"The Rochester Police Department has also had psych related incidences with Mr. 

Higgins dating back to at least 2007."  That includes a six-month commitment in 2012, in 

which Higgins admitted his mental illness and chemical dependency. 

 

12-2 People across the country come together on the first Tuesday of August each 

year to celebrate National Night out. Today we've learned that Rochester/Olmsted 

county was ranked number 1 in the country for the best turn out.  Although the event 

featured plenty of fun and games, its purpose is to heighten crime and drug prevention 

awareness and to strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships. 

 

12-8 It sounds like a scene straight out of the latest action movie.  A group of seven 

was traveling from a Chicago Jewelry and Diamond Trade show around midnight this 

morning.. and stopped at the rest area near Eyota.  Authorities believe their vehicle was 

followed from Chicago by a group of four men in a van.  Deputies say after five of the 
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seven people walked into the rest area, The four men broke the vehicle's 

windows...while the two remaining victims were still inside.  Several suitcases 

containing silver, gold, and loose diamonds were taken. 

 

 12-11 It's incidents like Sony's that might make you a lot more cautious on the 

web... especially now with everyone cyber shopping for gifts this holiday season. Many 

of those shoppers are equally at risk of having accounts hacked.   NewsCenter's Mike 

Sullivan spoke with Better Business Bureau officials to find out how you can protect 

yourself. 

 

12-15 Some of the items stolen in a rest-stop robbery a week ago today have been 

recovered in Olmsted County.  The company hit in the heist was "Direct Diamond 

Importers" of Iowa. 

 

12-22 It was a rude awaking for people in an Austin neighborhood this morning after 

shots are fired at a home there.  32-year-old Thavinh Kullavongsa and 34-year-old 

Phouminh Kullavongsa, both of Austin - are now facing charges after allegedly setting 

off fireworks and shooting off guns at their home.  Police are still searching for a third 

suspect. 

 

12-22 A Rochester coffee shop owner has been arrested...accused of having sex with a 

14-year-old boy.  Police tell us the suspect fled the boys home after the teens mother 

caught them in the act. 

 

12-23 It's a much quieter and calmer scene near Civic Center Drive in northwest 

Rochester.  Police had discovered a suspicious suitcase placed near a gas valve.  They 

blocked off the area, evacuated residents, and called in the bomb squad.  Fortunately as 

NewsCenter's Ali Killam reports... the suitcase was empty.  She's live on scene with the 

details. 

 

 

  

 

6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism 

 

10-16 The first affordable housing project in Rochester has received a multi-million 

dollar facelift.  The complex was originally built in the 1970s, but hasn't been updated 

since then.  Some of the renovations include a new security camera system, as well as 

fresh carpeting, paint, and appliances in each unit. A study released in May found  a 
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high demand for affordable housing in Rochester, but only ten percent of that need was 

being met. 

 

10-24 An apartment complex for homeless and low-income families now has the 

money to open up by the developer's 2016 goal. Yesterday the Minnesota Housing 

Finance Agency awarded 11 million dollars to Center City Housing Corp.   The 

money goes toward Rochester Youth and Family Housing... a 55-unit apartment 

complex set to be built at the site of the old Gage East building. 

 

11-20 Austin's Latino population has grown significantly the past 20 years with more 

than 15 percent being Latino.  The Queen of Angels Roman Catholic Church has helped 

many immigrants obtain green cards to stay in Austin.  Tonight's announcement means 

immigrants in the community can apply to stay without being punished. 

 

11-25 For the past 29 years Hiawatha Homes has put on the Festival of Trees to support 

services for people who with disabilities in our community. 

 

12-3 A 91-year-old is found dead this morning after family member and police 

frantically search for her after discovering her missing. Rochester police say she had a 

history of wandering away from her home on the 12-hundred block of 9th avenue 

southeast.  Her family became concerned when they saw her coat and purse left behind 

when they went to check on her this morning. 

 

12-3 In light of this tragedy... we checked in with a local non-profit organization that 

specializes in tracking elderly and autistic people to try and prevent things like Marie's 

death from happening. Project Lifesaver is a nationwide organization that partners 

with police departments, including the Rochester Police Department.   They assist in 

finding wanderers in need of help with the assistance of trackers and transmitters. 

 

12-11 A Rochester group rallying for justice had a meeting tonight following its march 

through downtown on Saturday. Rochester for Justice members gathered at the People's 

Food Co-Op to discuss the group's future mission.  Attendees shared their personal 

stories of racial tensions and the need to keep conversation going. 

 

12-30 After 34 years, the owner of a Rochester bookstore is retiring today.  But not 

before she was surprised by her sons and given a very special goodbye.  What started 

out as a dream for Karen Meyer turned into her passion.  After more than three decades 

as owner of the Paperback Book Palace, she stepped away today with a little help from 

her family. 
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7.  Environment 

 

10-1 Solar power technology is spreading... and if you're not sure if the panels are 

right for your home, you can take a solar tour this weekend. NewsCenter's Jonathan 

Kegges caught up with one family that's hosting their home on the tour. 

 

10-14 The Common Loon is so common to the state of Minnesota that it can be found 

anywhere from lakes to license plates.  But a new study from the Audubon of 

Minnesota says that climate change projections could push the bird from the state or 

even to the point of extinction. 

 

10-16 Ash trees in Winona are coming down because of the Emerald Ash Borer. 

A total of 100 ash trees will be removed by the end of the year.  Green stripes mark ash 

trees lining the streets of Mankato Avenue... indicating they're coming down. 

 

10-27 The Prairie Island Indian Community is challenging a rule that monitors the 

environmental impact of stored nuclear material. Tribal Council President Ronald 

Johnson says 36 storage containers are at the Prairie Island Nuclear Plant... but says 98 

are needed if the plant operates to the end of its license in 2034.  Johnson also says the 

N-R-C is not fulfilling its obligation to do a full analysis of the risks of permanent 

nuclear storage just 600 yards from their community. 

 

11-17 Can you imagine Minnesota without trees?  Nearly a billion trees in the state are 

being threatened by a foreign pest, and state officials came to Rochester tonight to try to 

reverse the threat. 

 

11-19 People come from across the the world to visit the International Owl Center in 

Houston and during the next few years it's expected to draw even more people. Once 

constructed IT will be the first and only Owl education facility in North America. 

 

11-25 Saint Mary's University is going green. A project about a year in the making to 

limit the University's carbon footprint came into fruition today with installation of solar 

panels.  The initiative to install these panels was completely student organized from the 

planning process through the fundraising of 14,000 dollars to complete the project.   
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11-28 Minnesota could be facing tighter federal air pollution regulations in the near 

future.  The state currently complies with the federal ozone limit of 75 parts per billion, 

But Wednesday, the Environmental Protection Agency proposed lowering that limit to 

between 65 and 70. 

 

12-2 Last night we told you about the moose on the loose in Lanesboro.  But some 

may have wondered why a moose, mostly native to northern Minnesota, was way 

down here in Southeast Minnesota.  Tonight we may have some answers. 

 

12-2 A renewable energy source that some have dubbed "the fuel of the future" has 

made its big debut in Austin.  The city's newest Kwik Trip location is the site of the 31st 

compressed natural gas station for the chain of convenience stores. 

 

12-11 The Dodge County board has approved a controversial hog farm for rural Dodge 

County.  The 24-hundred hog feed lot owned by Masching Swine Farms LLC will be in 

Westfield Township.  The county board approved the recommendations from the 

planning commission, but also added a condition that bio-filters will be included in the 

feed lot. 

 

12-16 A new subdivision is in the works for Rochester, but before it can become a 

reality it must clear some obstacles through the Olmsted County Board.  Right now the 

plan is to turn a farm in Rochester Township into a subdivision of houses.  The site will 

need to undergo an environmental impact study since the farm is close to Cascade 

Creek, which is a protected watershed. 

 

 12-26 This afternoon, dozens of folks were spotted tossing out their Christmas 

trees at Olmsted County's Compost site in Rochester.  Christmas trees are accepted at 

the Compost site for no fee during January, February and March each year. 

 

8.  Youth 

 

10-2 Not only did the Hayfield volleyball team easily defeat Triton at tonight's 

game...they also got to pie their opponents in the face. Hayfield, Triton and Southland 

all sold t-shirts to raise money for the Eagles Cancer telethon...and between Hayfield 

and Triton...Hayfield Volleyball players sold the most t-shirts.  That means...at the end 

of tonight's game...Triton players got pie-d. 

 

 10-29 Two 11-year-old boys are shaken to the core after they were threatened by 

another student with what looked like a semi-automatic gun. We're told a 13-year-old 
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suspect heard a rumor the two were talking about him.  The boys were playing soccer 

after school on Monday when the older student approached them with the gun. 

 

10-30 Concussions have become a major concern for youth football leagues... all the 

way to the NFL. Doctors at Olmsted Medical Center's Sports Medicine Clinic estimate 

that they treat up to three concussions a day. Newscenter's Mike Sullivan joins us LIVE 

from the newsroom with a special report -- Collision Course. 

 

 11-11 An Austin teenager wanted to find a way to honor fallen soldiers. Today, 

the memorial that he designed was unveiled in his hometown.  NewsCenter's Taj 

Simmons has more on this remarkable young man. 

 

11-25 Austin students are working to brighten the  spirits of a group of Minnesotans in 

Afghanistan.  Brenda Stevermer's Family and Consumer Science class at Austin High 

School is sending letters to the Combat Aviation Brigade of the 34th Infantry division. 

 

12-8 Back in October, we told you about a group of students getting ready participate 

in the Montessori Model United Nations in China. That lucky group of 7th and 8th 

grade students at Rochester Montessori School just returned and was eager to share the 

details of their experience.  During their trip, the kids travelled to the Forbidden City 

and the Great Wall of China. 

 

12-16 Students and faculty members are mourning the loss of one of their friends and 

classmates in Red Wing today. Pierce County, Wisconsin officials say eighth-grader 

Logan Hinrichs died of a gunshot wound while hunting in Maiden Rock this weekend.  

Staff and students at Red Wing Public Schools were informed of Hinrichs' death 

yesterday and additional counseling services were provided to any student who 

requested it.  

 

12-30 Unemployment is down. Housing construction is up. Home prices are rising.  

But these improvements are *not spelling gains for all Minnesotans. In fact, according to 

a new Minnesota Housing Partnership report, homelessness among families and 

children remains high.  The report found that nearly 4-thousand kids are without 

homes.    

 

12-31 One Rochester man is ringing in the new year by finding the missing piece to his 

family puzzle. Tony Joseph reunited with his birth mother after decades of searching. 
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Pregnant at 17, Tony's mother Barbara was told by her parents she had to move into a 

home for unwed mothers while pregnant with Tony, and that if she decided to keep her 

baby, she wouldn't have a place to come home to. 

 

 

9.  Substance Abuse 

 

10-8 Olmsted County Deputies find drugs and arrest two people after a chase in 

Rochester.  23-year-old Alexandria Gibbons and 28-year-old Lawrence Brandt were 

taken into custody.  The sheriff's office says the chase started last night at the Greenway 

station on 16th Avenue Northwest.  Gibbons had warrants for her arrest and took off 

when she saw the deputies.  When she was caught, deputies found a small amount of 

meth and a thousand dollars in the car.   Brandt was arrested for the drugs. 

 

11-10 A new study shows tobacco use among Minnesota teenagers is dropping... but it 

also shows they may be turning to e-cigarettes instead. In 2011, 18 percent of high 

schoolers surveyed said they smoked.  This year, only one-in-ten teens said they 

smoked cigarettes.  However, e-cigarettes were included in the survey for the first time 

this year. 

It found 8 percent of middle schoolers and 28 percent of high schoolers have tried e-cigs 

at least once. 

 

11-20 A St. Charles man well known for trying to legalize marijuana is back in jail.  

Stephen Conlin is one of two men arrested last night during a drug raid at his barber 

shop, The Buzz, in St. Charles.   Theodore Wilkemyer was arrested at a different 

location. 

Authorities from Olmsted and Winona County were heavily armed as they raided "The 

Buzz."   Both face controlled substance charges and Conlin also faces conspiracy to 

sell marijuana charges. 

 

12-4 As Olmsted County board members examine the 2015 budget, one group is 

petitioning that a drug court be one of the things included.  It's something supporters 

say not only saves money...but saves lives. Tiffany Hunsley credits her new lease on life 

to an 18-month program in Wabasha County drug court.  She has been a crusader in the 

mission to get a court here in Olmsted County.  "And I am appalled that we do not have 

one yet."  Raised in a family suffering from addiction, Hunsley was caught in a 

downward spiral. 
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12-15 We now know how widespread the drug raids were in Cresco, iowa Friday 

morning.  Nine people were swept up in the sting.  Cresco Police, Howard County 

Sheriff's deputies, and the Northeast Iowa Task Force carried out warrants at four 

homes in Cresco Friday.  Police say they found meth, marijuana, illegal prescription 

drugs, drug paraphernalia, and other controlled substances in those homes.  

 

12-30 Many people will most likely be celebrating the first moments of 2015 with a 

drink in their hand.  But a bartender at a popular Rochester bar is making sure that 

partiers get home safely.  "Growing up, I never thought 'I'm going to be a designated 

driver when I grow up,' but it is probably one of the best things I could've ever done for 

my life and for my family," says Darlene Krebs 
 

LOCALLY/QNI PRODUCED PROGRAMMING 

KTTC-TV is very community-oriented and interested in community problems and 

issues. It devotes a considerable amount of its news time to the coverage of significant 

problems, needs and issues facing the community. KTTC has broadcast the following 

programming in response to the issues and programs during this quarter. 

 

 KTTC Newscenter “Around Town” 

 Saturday 7:26am, 7:56am, 8:26am, 8:56am 

 Sunday 7:26am 

 “Around Town” is a 1:56 minute segment that has interviews with individuals in 

the community. These interviews provide information and discussion of events in the 

area, usually by non-profit organizations. 

 

   2014 Around Town 4th Quarter Schedule 
 

October 4 - Friends of Mayowood; Arti Awards at The Fete 

October 11 - Rochester Better Chance Gala Fundraiser;  Art Bash 

October 18 - Fillmore Central HS Music Department "Monster Bash" band 

 fundraiser; Great River Shakespeare Festival 

October 25 - Lady of Guadalupe Clinic benefit; Deck the Tables, Decorah  

 

November 1 - March of Dimes Signature Chef's Auction; Merry Hour in 

Mantorville  

November 8 - Christmas Child shoebox campaign 

November 15 - KTTC Drive-by Toy Drive for Christmas Anonymous 

November 22 - Festival of Trees for Hiawatha Homes Foundation;  

 Christmas in the City in West Concord 

November 29 - Paws and Claws Auction; Morning Pride Lions Christmas 
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 Tree Sales 

 

December 6 - Christmas in Peterson 

December 13 - Bear Creek Cookie Classic, Bear Creek Services 

December 20 - Habitat for Humanity Gift wrapping at Apache Mall; Wit,  

 Wisdom & Wine at Rochester Public Library 

December 27 - Learning 4Ever; Stopping Human Trafficking, Sisters of 

 Saint Francis, Assisi Heights 

 

KTTC NewsCenter 

NewsCenter Today  Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00am 

NewsCenter at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30pm 

NewsCenter at Five  Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30pm 

NewsCenter at Five  Sunday   5:00-5:30pm 

NewsCenter at Six  Monday-Saturday 6:00-6:30pm 

NewsCenter at Ten  Sunday-Friday 10:00-10:35pm 

NewsCenter at Ten  Saturday  10:00-10:30pm 

NewsCenter at Ten (R) Monday-Thursday 3:00-3:35am 

    Friday   3:30-4:05am 

 

 

SYNDICATED PROGRAMMING 

KTTC-TV has broadcast the following syndicated programming material in response to 

the problems and needs of our viewing area- 

 

 Ag Day Monday-Friday 4:00-4:30am 

 

 Daily syndicated program of agriculturally related topics. 

 

NETWORK (NBC) PROGRAMMING 

KTTC has broadcast the following network programming which addresses many of the 

problems and needs of our viewing area. 

 

 Early Today Monday – Friday 4:30-5:00am 
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      As the first broadcast of the day on the NBC Network, “Early Today” provides a           

comprehensive look at the news that occurred overnight as well as previewing the 

day’s upcoming events 

 

 Today Show   Monday – Friday  7:00-11:00am 

     Saturday   7:00-9:00am 

     Sunday     7:00-8:00am 

A news program that provides the latest in international and domestic news, 

weather reports and interviews with newsmakers from the world of politics, 

business, media, entertainment and sports. 

 

 Meet The Press Sunday 8:00-9:00am 

 

NBC moderator interviews top newsmakers from the week 

 

 NBC Nightly News  Monday-Sunday  5:30-6:00pm 

 

Provides reports and analysis of the day’s most newsworthy national and 

international events. 

 

 Dateline  Various dates/times 

 

Prime-time news magazine program that comprises segments on a wide range of 

topics, including investigative reports, human-interest stories and newsmaker 

profiles. 

 

SHORT FORM PROGRAMMING 

KTTC demonstrates a strong commitment to our community by broadcasting public 

service announcements (PSA’s) for many area non-profit organizations. The PSA’s 

are listed below which aired during the quarter. Specific dates/times are not given 

here, but are available on request. 

 

The following PSA’s ran during the 3rd quarter of 2014 
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Fourth Quarter 2014 – KTTC Television 

Advertiser      Title       

 

Art Center of Rochester   ArtBash X 

Catholic Charities     Diocese of Winona 

Children’s Health Fund    Children’s Health Fund 

Christmas Anonymouse    Toy Drive 

Gift of Life Transplant House   A Taste for Life 

Get Covered America    Get Covered America 

Got Your Six      Got Your Six/Behind Every Great/Backs 

Hiawatha Homes Foundation   Festival of Trees 

Hy-Vee      Healthiest State Walk 

Kiwanis      Hockey Festival 2014 

KTTC Amazing Woman    Amazing Woman Award 

KTTC Community Calendar   Community Calendar 

Laketrails Base Camp    Lake of the Woods Teen Camp 

Lanesboro Arts Center    Swingsation 2014 

Lions International     Airport/Safari Hunting/District 5M1 

MADD Austin Melville “Don’t Drink & Drive” / 

Ballerina / Marcus Sherels 

Minnesota Department of Public Safety Rewind 

Minnesota National Guard    Storm/Fire/Flood 

NAB Congressional Campaign Bring Change 2 Mind/Glenn Close 

 We Are Broadcasters 

NBC “More You Know” Digital Safety / Environment / Health / 

Diversity / Education 
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Oxbow Park & Zollman Zoo   ZooDazzle 2014 

Rochester Area Foundation   We Give 365 

Rochester Arts Council    Fete 2014 

Rochester Symphony Orchestra & Chorale Aspiring Conductor 

SAGE/MN Cancer Alliance   Colorectal Cancer/Jimmy Smits 

Salvation Army      Red Kettle Campaign 

Shoplifting (Tangerine)    Denny/Sara 

The ARC Southeastern Minnesota  The ARC SE-MN “Adrian” 

The Bully Project     Bully Bus 

TvB Project Roadblock    Project Roadblock/Neon Signs/Solitary 

United Way of Olmsted County   Give. Advocate. Volunteer 

Understood for Learning & Attention Issues Understood  


