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KTTC airs many broadcasts that contain stories dealing with the problems and 

important issues of the communities we serve. Listed below, by problem and need 

category, are topics of those stories that were broadcast during this quarter 

 

 

2017 LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

 

1. Economic & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 

2. Political/Governmental 

3. Health Care Developments 

4. Education 

5. Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 

6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism 

7. Environment 

8. Youth 

9. Substance Abuse 
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2017 3rd Quarter Issues and Programs Report - KTTC NewsCenter  
 

1. Economic & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 
7-7 Preserving Rochester's history.   How can we do that?  With buildings.  The Heritage 
Preservation Commission met with new consultants to tell them what Rochester is all about.  The 
goal is to preserve what's left of Rochester's historical buildings.  The consultants shared what 
they've learned about Rochester... like a positive migration and  

 how the city is the best per capita for patent producers. 
 

7-13 The public is learning more tonight about a multi-million dollar ski-jump complex coming 
to the Mount Frontenac Golf Club. 
 

 7-13 A new memorial paver path at the Soldiers Field Veterans Memorial gets the green light 
for construction.  

 
7-17 If you love kayaking or canoeing--- you're in luck. The Lake Shady project has a new 
feature that's ready for public use.  These are the river rapids -- part of the Lake Shady project, 
which began in 2010, after a flood washed out the dam.  For 7 years, Olmsted County has 
worked to get the funding and work completed. 
 
7-27 The Destination Medical Center Corporation Board approves phase 1 of the Discovery 
Square development project. Phase 1 calls for a 4-story, 89-thousand-square-foot building that 
would be located at the corner of 2nd Avenue Southwest and 4th Street Southwest.  The 
Discovery Square building would serve as a space where doctors, researchers, and 
entrepreneurs can collaborate to improve health care. 
 
8-1 Rochester's newest skyrise--a 19-story upscale Hilton Hotel--is rising from downtown's 
ground-zero.  The tower at Broadway and Center has been under construction since late 
December.  If you haven't seen progress lately, you might want to check this out.  It's about three 
stories above ground now... rising from its foundation as new components are added.  The luxury 
Hilton hotel will feature 264 rooms to serve Rochester business clients and Mayo Clinic guests. 
 
8-11 Farmers are getting a better idea this week of the size of the corn and soybean harvest 
this year in Minnesota.   As of August 10th... the U-S Department of Agriculture is predicting that 
farmers will take in 11 percent *less* corn this year than last.  Yields are expected to average 183 
bushels an acre.  That's also down slightly from last year. 
 
8-18 Thousands of antique lovers have big plans this weekend in downtown Oronoco--- for the 
45th annual Gold Rush Days. 
 
8-18 Just-Rite Foods has been a staple in downtown Rochester the past couple decades. but 
it seems the shop's good smells won't be around much longer.  Just Rite Foods held one of its 
last cookouts today before closing their doors next Tuesday.  The store opened back in 1949. 
 
8-22 It's a major feature in downtown Rochester--the Mayo Civic Center. But after pouring tens 
of millions into making it all-new... might it now be getting a new name? 
 
8-22 Many see affordable housing as one of the biggest challenges Rochester is facing. 
 A group of concerned citizens gathered tonight to see if they can find ways to fix it----
working together.   
 
8-25 If you're going through downtown, there's a good chance youre noticing some tantalizing 
smells and music.  It's all coming from the 54th annual Greek Fest where they're still going strong 
for another hour. 
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8-30 A big shake up tonight for the Rochester Area Chamber of Commerce, as now former 
president Rob miller resigns. 
 
9-4 Good news for the state's economy.  Minnesota companies exported more than a billion 
dollars worth of manufactured, mining, and agricultural products in the second quarter this year. 
That's a nearly 7-and-a-half percent increase from one year ago, according to the state 
department of employment and economic development.  Minnesota exports to Asia climbed 13-
percent in the quarter to 1-point-7 billion. Exports to North America and the European Union also 
increased.  
 
9-7 Not long ago... it was all woods and fields.  Now -- after more than 25 years of planning -- 
Rochester's 55th Street Northwest will take you all the way to Broadway. 
 
9-13 Albert Lea residents are learning more tonight about two major projects.  East Main 
Street -- starting at Broadway Avenue -- is scheduled to be resurfaced in 2021. 
But the city is working with "Blue Zones Project" to brainstorm *other* ways to improve the road -- 
such as making it more bike and pedestrian-friendly... improving its safety... and increasing its 
access to local businesses.  They are also trying to come up with ways to best utilize the so-
called "Blue Mile." 
 
9-14 A job fair this morning at RCTC's Heintz Center is giving us a better look at what the 
coming months may hold for local hiring.  Many people came to learn about which jobs are out 
there, and which companies are hiring.  The Rochester Retail & Customer Service Job Fair 
featured around 45 employers with jobs in Customer Service, Retail, and Food Service. 
 
9-21 More farmers are now defaulting on their bank loans... as the financial crisis gets worse 
in rural parts of the Upper Midwest.  With corn prices still below the cost of production for another 
year for many farmers... the trouble is now showing up on Main Street.   Bankers surveyed in ten 
Midwest and Plains states report a two percent increase in farm loan defaults over the past year... 
and a Creighton University researcher says more than half of the bankers said they have 
restructured farm loans.  A fifth of the bankers have increased collateral requirements as a 
condition of their farm loans. 
 
9-25 Some in Oronoco aren't happy about a possible new business development in their town. 
According to building official Tom Thompson, he's in the preliminary stages of the permitting 
process with Oronoco Auto Parts to install a smelter.  That's a high-temp furnace used to melt 
down certain auto parts... like catalytic converters or batteries. 
 
9-28 A Rochester barbeque joint is saying goodbye after nearly four decades.  Roscoe's 
Barbeque announced it'll be closing its doors for good this November.  Steve Ross and his wife 
Barbara decided to open the business after the former A&W shut down.  He says the physical 
requirements of the job are becoming harder for him to do. 

 
 

2. Political/Governmental 
 

7-11 Dodge County Board members approved a 10-dollar increase to its wheelage tax -- tax 
revenue will be used to support local transportation needs. The wheelage tax was originally $10, 
but will be $20 per vehicle starting January 1st, 2018.  This is due to a lack of sufficient funds for 
county transportation projects, including fixing roads and bridges. 
 
7-14 A job interview for the entire city to see this morning in Rochester----as the three finalists 
for the job of City Administrator field questions from council members. 
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7-17 Faribault Woolen Mills is making national news today, as it is Minnesota's representative 
for President Donald Trump's celebration of American-made products. 
 
7-26 U.S. Senator Joni Ernst is among dozens of senators urging the Chinese government to 
end its ban on the sale of American poultry. 
 
7-31 Rochester's new city administrator gets the official go-ahead.  The new administrator, 
Steve Rymer, is expected to start in October 12th.  Councilmember Ed Hruska said this was the 
best possible outcome they could have hoped for. 
 
8-4 Governor Mark Dayton hosts a news conference this morning in Saint Paul to announce 
new preschool funding for Minnesota kids across the state.  But not all schools will get the 
funding. 
 
8-11 After four years of construction and $310 Million dollars -- Minnesotans are celebrating 
the grand re-opening of the State Capitol. 
 
8-23 The Minnesota Supreme Court announced they will be livestreaming video of oral 
arguments in the Minnesota State Capitol Courtroom and the State Supreme Court's courtroom.  
 
9-6 State lawmakers continue checking out potential bonding projects in southeast Minnesota 
today. The committee first toured the Chatfield Center for the Arts this morning, followed by the 
DNR Fish Hatchery in Lanesboro.  The hatchery plays a vital role in the care of trout and other 
fish, but is in need of repairs.  
 
9-11 You've probably heard of Minnesota Nice, but Rochester city leaders are working on 
taking that to the next level. The city council's committee of the whole discussed today a new 
resolution declaring Rochester as a Compassionate City.   That would mean the city 
honors compassionate actions and follows the Golden Rule. 
 
9-19 Minnesota continues to push for federal approval of the Legislature's "re-insurance" 
program to control health insurance premiums.  But Governor Mark Dayton is warning that the 
feds are changing their own rules, and are now threatening to chop hundreds of millions of dollars 
in federal funding for MinnesotaCare. 
 
9-19 A report filed by attorneys for the Republican-led state Legislature---says lawmakers will 
have to start laying off employees in December and shut down completely by February.  That is, 
unless there's a resolution to a legal battle with Gov. Mark Dayton over the Legislature’s 
operating budget. 
 
9-19 Olmsted County's GOP members and supporters gather together tonight to continue a 
years-long tradition… one that happened to be postponed last year, due to bad weather. There 
was plenty of food there tonight but the annual GOP Picnic's focus was on learning about their 
gubernatorial candidates.  
 
9-26 Senate Republicans have conceded defeat on their last-ditch effort to repeal and replace 
"Obamacare."  The bill's authors acknowledge they don't have the votes ahead of a critical 
deadline at the end of this week.  President Donald Trump is slamming 'certain so-called 
Republicans' ---and Majority Leader Mitch McConnell says the focus will now turn to tax reform. 
   

 

3. Health Care Developments 
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7-10 Several Rochester residents with traumatic brain injuries will soon have a new home.  
Bear Creek Services has 14 group homes and 4 apartments in the area -- for people with 
developmental disabilites and traumatic brain injuries. 
 

 7-13 The Minnesota Department of Health has confirmed a new measles case linked to the 
ongoing outbreak in Hennepin County. 

 
7-18 Another major blow today to efforts by Republicans in the U.S. Senate to repeal and 
replace "Obamacare."  Four Republican senators came out against the plan crafted behind 
closed doors. And after Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell pitched the idea of simply 
repealing Obamacare--- without creating a replacement... three Republican senators--all women--
came out against that idea.  
 
7-25 The Senate blocks a wide-ranging proposal by Republicans to repeal much of former 
President Barack Obama's health care law, and replace it with a more restrictive plan. 
 
7-28 Now that the Affordable Care Act might be here to stay... this next update might be * 
important* for a lot of people.  On Monday, Minnesotans will be able to access the preliminary 
health insurance rates on MNsure. 
 
8-3 An organization trying to save hospital services in Albert Lea takes its fight to the county 
fair.  Mayo Clinic Health System plans to consolidate I-C-U, major surgery, and child birth 
services from its Albert Lea Campus to its Austin Campus due to staffing shortages, rising costs 
and declining reimbursements.  So the group, "Save Our Hospital" set up a booth at the Freeborn 
County Fair.  They are also campaigning through social media and petitions -- hoping that with 
increased community involvement, Mayo will change its plans. 
 
8-7 Planned Parenthood announces a major initiative to update and expand Planned 
Parenthood clinics throughout the region. 
 
8-8 Good news for Mayo Clinic tonight.  U.S. News and World Report releases its list of top 
hospitals.  Mayo Clinic is at the top of the list for the second year in a row. 
 
8-10 Concerns continue tonight--- over a controversial Mayo Clinic decision, one that brought 
More than a hundred people to the streets of Rochester earlier today.  Protesters came from 
Albert Lea to speak out against the consolidation of services between the Austin and Albert Lea 
Campuses. 
 
8-17 He wears a mask and a cape for a reason. Tonight -- we meet a Rochester boy who's 
fighting a genetic disorder -- like a superhero.   
 
8-21 Governor Mark Dayton -- now expressing concerns over the consolidation of hospital 
services in Albert Lea --  as Mayo Clinic Health System announces new investments at that very 
hospital. 
 
8-23 Tragedy strikes a third time for a Rochester woman who -- after losing her husband and 
brother to brain tumors -- just recently lost her mother-in-law to one too. But she's making sure 
their legacies live on -- by helping others.  NewsCenter's Chris Yu reports. 
 
8-24 Mayo Clinic Health System in Albert Lea is staying its course--with its consolidation of 
some services still going on as planned. 
 
8-25 State health officials today declared an end to the measles outbreak of 2017. 
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8-30 A new kind of mammogram is available in our area and medical experts say it's more 
effective than traditional methods. 
 
8-30 A group of firefighters brings attention to what they call a common health concern in their 
profession. The Rochester chapter of the International Association of Firefighters presented a ten 
thousand dollar check today to Mayo Clinic for testicular cancer research.  
 
9-1 Mayo Clinic officials say a 'provider shortage' is one of the key reasons they made the 
controversial decision to consolidate some services from Albert Lea to Austin. 
 
9-11 The Minnesota Attorney General is advising Albert Lea that Mayo Clinic does not appear 
to be doing anything illegal in its transferring of services and jobs between its Austin and Albert 
Lea medical campuses. The group launched a public outcry over Mayo's decision to move certain 
childbirth and surgical services from Albert Lea to its Austin campus. 
 
9-14 Born with a life-threatening condition... a pair of twins in Winona County is now thriving -- 
thanks to a generous donor more than 4-thousand miles away. And with World Marrow Donor 
Day coming up this weekend -- the twins are sharing their story. 
 
9-25 It's news no parent can ever bear to hear-- doctors saying your baby may not survive 
birth. That's what happened to one Plainview couple...but their son defied the odds.  Olliver 
Engelking was born 7 weeks ago on August 9th.  Doctors told his parents... Samantha and 
Bryan... that their baby had TARP syndrome.  TARP syndrome is a rare condition that only 
affects boys, causing severe birth defects like clubbed feet, congenital heart defects, and a 
retracted tongue. 
 
9-27 Healthcare professionals from around the world are in Rochester, to help transform the 
face of health care.   
 
9-28  It's that time of year to roll up our sleeves and get those flu shots.  A team of pediatric 
nurses from Mayo Clinic Health System are administering flu shots at elementary schools in 
Mower County.  This morning they were at Banfield Elementary. 
 
9-28 Rochester native and former N-H-L player Shjon Podein is joining doctors... scientists... 
coaches...  and other officials for Mayo Clinic's Ice Hockey Summit.  The event -- which runs 
through tomorrow -- is a chance for experts and retired athletes to discuss the latest on 
concussions.  Topics include prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and future research.  The 
participants will then come up with recommendations to improve the safety of the sport. 

 

4.  Education 
 
7-5 It's an exciting day for Rushford-Peterson schools. The first palettes hit the ground this 
morning as faculty and volunteers gathered to move into the new school. 

 Earlier this year, teachers packed up their rooms at the old school and prepared to move.  
Today marked the first day of moving as the school's construction wraps up.  This year will also 
mark 10 years since flood waters ravaged Rushford.  
 
7-11 It's not always easy for high schoolers to pinpoint future careers.  This summer,  
40 area students are getting the opportunity to check out various jobs at Mayo. This is the second 
year of the program for juniors and seniors in Minnesota high schools.  Throughout the program, 
the students are exposed to around 15 careers.  Here we got a look at a histology lab, this is 
where they make the microscope slides used in cancer diagnosis. 
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8-10 It's been a fun summer of learning for students at I-J Holton----taking part in some 
interesting and experiential learning.  This summer, students have been participating in STEAM-
oriented learning opportunities.  That educational approach uses Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics to teach students communication and critical thinking skills.  
Students learned about the cycle of life in science and, even engineering by building a ramp. 
 
9-5 Sunshine---and a bit of a cool breeze to start off the new school year.  Teachers we saw 
today were very excited to hug returning students and greet new kids with big smiles and colorful 
signs. 
 
9-7 Minnesota high school students ranked #1 in the U.S. in their A-C-T college entrance 
exams!  That's among the 17 states that all make seniors take the tests. And the test scores for 
seniors from Rochester Public Schools... were even higher than the Minnesota average.  The R-
P-S graduating class of '17 scored higher than Minnesota students not only in English... but also 
in math... reading... and science.  Rochester superintendent Mike Munoz says the data gives a 
good look at how well the school system is getting its students ready for college and a career. 
 
9-11 Tonight, taxpayers in the Hayfield Community Schools district approved its bond 
referendum for $14.3 million to help fund the $24 million building project that'll help revitalize 
infrastructure and improve learning environments.  
 
9-18 A longtime Minnesota college gets a new last name. Augsburg College has had a site in 
Rochester for about 20 years. This afternoon, school officials cut a ribbon-- celebrating 
Augsburg's change now to *University.  Augsburg University offers more than 50 undergraduate 
majors and nine graduate degrees to nearly 36-hundred students at its campus in the Twin Cities 
and the Rochester site. 
 
9-19 Students in the Rochester school district will have access to some new and improved 
afterschool programs. 
 
9-20 Two school districts meet this evening and come out with one answer.  Leroy- Ostrander 
agrees it would be a *no-go to join forces with Southland.  The districts came together to see if 
they could save money and provide a better education for their students by consolidating. 
 
9-27 What does Steven Spielberg have in common with about one fifth of Americans? 
Dyslexia.  Two other dyslexic directors are in Rochester today for the reading center's dyslexia 
film festival… an opportunity to highlight successful adults with dyslexia. 
 
9-28 A Rochester school has found a new home after its enrollment doubled in its first two 
years of operation.   Rochester Beacon Academy is a public charter school for grades six 
through twelve that focuses on students with special needs.  It hosted an open house tonight at 
its new location-- the former Minnesota School of Business building in northwest Rochester. 

 

 

5.  Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 
 
7-10 Body cams and drones -- Two important tools in the Rochester Police Department. And 
they want the public to understand how those tools are being used. 
 
7-12 A Rochester man is facing charges-- after reportedly assaulting a woman and holding her 
against her will for hours.  Rochester police responded to a home in the 800 block of 11th Avenue 
Southeast around 6 a.m. yesterday after the victim was finally able to call for help.  They say 36-
year-old Samuel Carlson went to the home Monday afternoon -- accusing her of infidelity.  The 
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victim claims he assaulted her multiple times, then threatened her with a kitchen knife -- with kids 
in the home.  
 
7-14 A former RCTC football player is sentenced to multiple years in prison for sex trafficking. 
 
7-21 Police are looking for a suspect in an assault in Northwest Rochester.  Police say a 16-
year-old girl was walking in the 600 block of 14th street Northwest around 1:40 Thursday 
morning.  She says a white male came out of nowhere and began pulling at her shirt.  She was 
able to kick the man and run away. 
 
7-21 An alert from the Olmsted County Sheriff's Office----after a woman says someone 
sexually assaulted her on the Douglas trail near Rochester. The victim filed the complaint from 
the hospital. The 46-year-old victim told the Olmsted County Sheriff's office she was walking on 
the Douglas Trail near 65th Street Northwest between 7:30 and 8 Monday night.  As she was 
walking, she says she was grabbed from behind, shoved face first to the ground, and sexually 
assaulted.  Her description of the suspect is limited, but said he smelled of alcohol.  
 
8-1 38 million people---In 16 thousand communities across the country – are all taking part in 
National Night Out.  From block parties to cookouts -- Southeast Minnesota had its own share of 
fun events tonight. 
 
8-3 Rochester Police have called off their search for a suspect in a domestic assault. 
Investigators have not released the man's name.  But they say he is wanted for a domestic 
assault that happened earlier this week.  Police say they made contact with him this afternoon, 
and believed he was near the Zumbro Valley Health Center on Woodlake Drive. 
 
8-11 A late-night struggle at a Rochester apartment complex lands one person in jail. It 
happened at 10:45 last night at the Fairview Apartments on 16th Street Southeast.  A 27-year-old 
woman was sitting outside when a man approached her -- asking about money she owed him.  
Police say the man is 37-year-old James Austin.  Austin reportedly pushed his way into the 
apartment and demanded sexual acts as payment. 

 She told him to leave -- and a struggle ensued. 
 

8-24 Police had to use pepper spray to control a domestic dispute early Wednesday in 
northeast Rochester.  It happened when police say a group of residents tried to prevent two 
officers from arresting a domestic assault suspect and had to call for backup. 
 

 8-29 A large police presence in northwest Rochester after reports of gunshots. A witness at 
the scene says someone pumped more than a dozen gunshots into a home in the Madonna 
Towers neighborhood.  

 
 9-1 Five people are in trouble with the law tonight--- after Albert Lea police conduct a sex 

trafficking crackdown. 
  
 9-21 Austin police are warning dog owners to be on high alert.  Someone has been lacing dog 

food with broken glass... and it's not an isolated incident. 
 
9-25 A former Rochester public school employee is facing charges of Criminal Sexual Conduct 
and child pornography--after a student in the School Age Child Care program---comes forward 
with complaints. 
 
9-28 A warning for residents in Winona, after reports of a number of phone scams in the area. 
According to the Winona Police Department, the scam involves someone claiming to be a family 
member, claiming they are in trouble with the law.   
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6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism 
 

7-6 A recent Iowa Supreme Court ruling means African American defendants on trial in Iowa 
have a better chance of challenging all-white juries. The court's decision last Friday throws out a 
method previously used to gauge the racial composition of a jury and says judges must consider 
multiple methods of assessment that offer a more balanced review.  One attorney said the ruling 
now gives minority defendants in Iowa an avenue to challenge jury pools lacking a minority 
presence. 
 
7-17 Austin has been known as a diverse community for years, but now the community is 
working to become a more welcoming one. 
 
7-27 A police training fund in Minnesota will *not* be named after Philando Castile, as 
Governor Mark Dayton called for.  Today, the Peace Officers Standards and Training Board voted 
on that proposal, but the answer was *no*.  A St. Anthony police officer shot and killed Castile 
during a traffic stop last summer.  Some looked at naming the police training fund after Philando 
Castile as a step in the right direction... and others saw it as a slap in the face to law 
enforcement.  The board is mostly made up of law enforcement officials.. as well as a 
representative from the B-C-A and higher education.  The meeting took an emotional turn when 
community members advocated for the name change.  
 
8-10 The Diversity Council in Rochester is honoring those who've made a big contribution in 
our community.  The award recipients in the council's annual celebration are recognized for 
creating a welcoming and inclusive community.  Organizers say honoring those who work for 
diversity is important now... more than ever. 
 
8-15 In response to all that was going on, one Rochester congregation decided it was time to 
bring people together. Hundreds gathered at Christ United Methodist church for an open 
conversation on the Charlottesville violence and where we can go from here. 
 
8-16 A call on the FBI tonight to investigate a death threat -- against a candidate running for 
the First Congressional District.  That candidate -- the region's first Muslim woman running for a 
top state office.   
 
8-23 Mayo Clinic hosts its annual Festival of Cultures this afternoon celebrating Diversity.  The 
event aims to honor all the patients that fly in from all over the world, as well as Mayo employees' 
heritage, cultures, and traditions.  People who attended were able to experience a taste of India, 
Norway, and everywhere in between---through the talent and fashion show. 
 
8-29 The country's population is getting older---- as the second largest generation, the baby 
boomers, approach retirement age.  In Rochester, about a third of the population is expected to 
be over 60 by 2040. 
 
9-1 One woman from St. Charles is coming up on a major milestone.  Lois Schuchard will 
turn 100 next Wednesday.  She was born on September 6, 1917 -- back when Woodrow Wilson 
was President.  Lois lives in St. Charles -- sometimes at her house, other times at a nursing 
home.  Growing up, she didn't have running water or electricity -- something we take for granted 
these days. 
 
9-1 Rochester police are looking for information about who burned a "Black Lives Matter" 
sign in a southwest Rochester neighborhood. 
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9-5 They're happening in cities across the country.  Protests -- over President Trump's 
decision to wind down DACA. It's a program that protects about 800-thousand undocumented 
immigrants brought to the country when they were children.  A program that some Rochester 
residents don't want to see come to an end.  For two hours today -- dozens of people chanted at 
the corner of 2nd Street SW and 1st Avenue SW -- protesting about the end of DACA. 
 
9-7 A prominent Rochester church is celebrating its first *female* rector ever. Calvary 
Episcopal Church in downtown Rochester held a special service this evening to officially welcome 
Beth Royalty as its new rector.  
 
9-13 With the civil war raging in South Sudan---many have escaped to our area for refuge.  
But now, some are returning to bring change and better the land they left behind. 
The Zumbro Lutheran Church has joined its Dinka members to bring a church and a school to the 
region. 

 

7.  Environment 

 
7-5 Gov. Mark Dayton is organizing town halls throughout Minnesota to discuss water quality.  
The governor has made improving the state's drinking and recreational waters a top priority for 
his final term in office.  He spearheaded a new law requiring buffer zones between cropland and 
waterways...but Dayton says there's more work to be done.  His office announced today 10 
meetings throughout the summer to help develop water strategies throughout the state.  A 
meeting is planned for Rochester. 
 
7-14 The Wabasha City Council votes to pursue a legal battle against the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.  The aim will be to keep the Corps from following through with a Mississippi River 
dredging plan. 
 
7-20 Hundreds of people evacuate their homes early this morning in the western Wisconsin 
town of Arcadia---where nearly 7 and a half inches of rainfall has sent Turon Creek over its banks 
overnight.  According to the city's mayor... the downtown area and Highway 95 are under water... 
as well as many residential areas.  Arcadia is also home to Ashley Furniture... where overnight 
workers had to evacuate to higher ground. 
 
7-21 A day after hundreds evacuate their homes, people in Arcadia, Wisconsin are cleaning 
up after heavy flood waters tore through the area. 
 
7-28 Hi-Way 30 Hogs is proposing to double its swine finishing facility four miles west of New 
Richland---to 48-hundred hogs.  The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency is accepting comments 
on an environmental review of the proposal through August 23rd. 

 The hog operation would produce about 1.7 million gallons of liquid manure annually. 
 

7-31 Governor Dayton announces his goal for the state -- to improve water quality by 25 
percent by 2025.  He says he needs the people's help because the state's water belongs to 
everyone. 
 
8-10 The Minnesota River is added to the Infested Waters List, due to invasive species.  Zebra 
mussels were confirmed in Lac qui Parle last year as well as invasive carp near Granite Falls.  
Neither species is native to Minnesota. 
 
8-23 The Minnesota Department of Agriculture places Martin County under an emergency 
quarantine---after finding the emerald ash borer northeast of Welcome. 
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9-1 U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar visits Wabasha this afternoon---in hopes of saving a family 
farm's way of life. Klobuchar is fighting alongside Wilard Drysdale's family against a dredge 
management plan by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  The plan would make the Drysdale 
Farm government property, by way of eminent domain. 
 
9-12 Quietly... without much fanfare... something significant happened this summer in the 
woodlands of Wabasha County that will have an impact for years to come. It's one of three 
projects in southeast Minnesota that will protect bluffland habitat for everything that lives there 
forever. 
 
9-12 A leading energy expert from Germany makes a stop in Rochester today---- to talk about 
big changes ahead in the energy industry. Gerard Reid is a renewable energy and corporate 
finance consultant.  He gave a presentation at the University of Minnesota Rochester this 
afternoon.  He says we're in the beginning of an energy revolution that will have a massive impact 
on the economy.  
 
9-27 A drawdown is on the horizon for Rice Lake in Steele and Dodge Counties. The 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources will lower water levels with the goal of removing 
carp and other undesirable fish. 
 
9-27 Xcel Energy is announcing a project---that could make it the first utility in the country to 
surpass 10-thousand megawatts of wind power. With this Dakota Range project, Xcel says it 
would have more energy than needed to power every home in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 

 

 

8.  Youth 
 

7-10 Rochester's Girl Scout Bike Club begins tomorrow to promote healthy living and skill 
building. Through this club, Girl Scouts will discover their love of biking and embrace the 
confidence that comes with riding and navigating a bike safely.  Starting tomorrow, there will be 
five weekly sessions focused on different aspects of bike riding, including bike safety, nutrition, 
and route planning. 
 
7-14 The world is always changing and it's often young people who are the most receptive to it 
all.  Per Pope Francis's instruction-- Bishop John Quinn is spending time with young people 
today. The bishop was all ears today, as hundreds of kids from all over the diocese of winona 
opened up to share their thoughts on the church. 
 
7-18 In what has become a regular tradition, the global Songs of Hope performance company 
of youth from countries worldwide is returning to Chatfield for a new concert. 
 
7-21 NBA Player Kris Humphries returns to Rochester today to host the Kris Humphries 
Foundation Basketball Clinic. Fifty children joined the clinic at the Rochester Family Y-M-C-A, and 
worked on basic skills like passing, dribbling, and shooting---from Humphries himself.  The Kris 
Humphries Foundation was formed as a resource for community organizations that serve 
disadvantaged youth. 
 
7-24 One senior class leaves a lasting impression at its school -- after the donation of 
thousands of dollars to families in need.  The Lewiston-Altura High School class of 2017 had 
leftover money from fundraisers throughout the school year.  They had to choose what to do with 
the extra $35-hundred before graduating.   So----they decided to give it to the school's 
cafeteria workers. 
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7-28 In the wake of President Trump's signaling a policy change ,  there is a new study out on 
how many young people actually identify as transgender or gender nonconforming.   Data 
from the University of Minnesota shows nearly 3-percent of Minnesota high school students 
consider themselves as transgender or gender nonconforming. 
 
8-3 An 18-year-old Fillmore County boy is on the fast-track to becoming a pilot.  And he's 
doing it in honor of *another* pilot -- who lost his life on 9-11.  NewsCenter's Chris Yu reports. 
 
8-22 We've all heard of costume contests for animals and humans, but a costume contest for 
llamas--- is pretty unique.  This year at the Mower County Fair, a Rose Creek teenager and her 
Llama nabbed a title in that kind of competition. NewsCenter’s Ala Errebhi got to meet Prim the 
llama and Kylie Stafford who have been in this together for a few years now, and joins us live 
from our Austin newsroom with more. 
 
8-24 A Rochester boy is proving you don't have to be an adult to make a difference and help 
others. Nine-year-old Landon Wilburn had a garage sale today at his grandma's house on 11th 
avenue north east to raise money for a buddy bench at his school, Jefferson Elementary.  He sold 
his old clothes and shoes, books, and refreshments.... His grandma says some people also 
stopped by to just make donations.  Landon says the buddy bench would sit near the playground 
at the school and help children find friends to play with. 
 
8-28 A group of high school students is working to create a generation of dementia-friendly 
teenagers. Yohan Alexander, a senior at Mayo High School started a new group this summer 
called "Purple Orchard."  He started the group after seeing his own grandmother suffering from 
Alzheimer's.  His goal is to teach his peers how to identify symptoms of dementia in other people, 
and then how to interact with them in a caring and compassionate way.  
 
8-28 For many kids in the area, today signifies the end of summer--- and the start of the school 
year. We spoke with students about all the excitement the 'first day of school' brings.  
 
9-11 Although they are too young to remember September 11th, children in Rochester had the 
chance to commemorate Patriot Day this afternoon.  
 
9-25 The Boys and Girls Club of Rochester is working to open an ice cream store in the old 
Paines building on South Broadway Avenue.  Profits from the store would go right back to the 
Boys and Girls Club's programming.  Teenagers from the club would work at the store, and 
according to the project's organizers, they'd be doing and learning much more than just scooping 
ice cream.   
 
9-25 Human trafficking is a major problem in Cambodia -- with girls as young as 4 being sold.  
But a Rochester couple is fighting to change that -- one quilt at a time. Pastor Pat and Penny 
Thomas founded a ministry called "Retained Lives."  The goal -- to provide sustainable jobs for 
impoverished women in Cambodia-- so they in turn don't resort to selling their daughters to 
human traffickers. 

 
 

9.  Substance Abuse 
 

7-3 A Rochester woman is behind bars after allegedly stabbing her boyfriend with a kitchen 
knife.  21-year-old Emma Krause admitted to stabbing her boyfriend with a knife.  
She said she picked up her boyfriend around 10 p.m. Saturday. She noticed he was getting out 
of a car with people she believes do drugs, and was upset with him for hanging out with them.  
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7-13 The opioid crisis in the U.S. sees drug overdoses skyrocketing.  Now a new report in a 
medical journal shows Mayo Clinic has been overprescribing opioids post- surgery, in some 
instances *doubling the recommended prescribing amounts so patients have no pain.  
 
7-17 Officers with the Rochester Police Department's Criminal Interdiction Unit say they took a 
drug dealer off the streets after making a traffic stop in the 2000 block of 18th Avenue Northwest 
on Friday.  
 
7-17 We're learning more about a new Mayo Clinic study that looks at evidence-based 
guidelines for prescribing opioids after surgery. The study, initiated by Mayo Clinic and published 
in the journal "Annals of Surgery," shows more than 4 in 5 opioid prescriptions over a recent two-
year period at Mayo *exceeded guidelines now in the works.  
 
7-18 An area organization reminds parents--- checking your child's room for marijuana may be 
more difficult than many think.  This looks like a typical bedroom, but that's exactly what the 
Winona Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention--or ASAP-- wants you to think.  The exhibit is 
called hidden in plain sight.  Parents are given a check list with hints of the hidden places kids 
could use to hide drugs in their room.  Also the exhibit educates parents on what words to listen 
for that could indicate that their kids may be experimenting with drugs.  
 
7-27 Police confirm the arrest of a teenager--- following a drug bust in a home yesterday. 
Rochester police say a repairman stumbled across the micro drug lab. 
 
8-9 The Rochester Fire Department saves a life in a downtown Rochester Skyway. First 
responders rushed to the skyway in the 300 block of 1st Avenue South just before noon 
yesterday-- and reportedly found a man down, breathing abnormally.  At first, rescuers believed it 
was a heart issue, but an A-E-D did little to help the 27-year-old victim.  They quickly realized it 
was a possible heroin overdose, so Rochester Fire administered one dose of NARCAN---and the 
victim came to. 
 
8-10 A woman who killed a Fillmore Central High School student in a drunk-driving crash is 
sentenced. Today -- the judge ordered 56-year-old Cindy Mueske to serve four years in prison 
after she pleaded guilty to criminal vehicular homicide while operating under the influence. 
 
8-25 U.S. Senator Al Franken visits Rochester this morning to learn how the opioid crisis is 
affecting people here. Rochester resident Rachael Schlingmann died in 2012 at 23 years old after 
a long time battle with a heroin addiction.  She was a cheerleader and gymnast.  Her mother 
Sharon, spoke to Senator Franken about her struggle. 
 
8-30 Rochester police say a drug raid at a southeast Rochester home Tuesday was the result 
of a long term investigation to find a heroin dealer. Police arrested 44-year-old Darnell Brown of 
Rochester after he ran from officers--- in the 800 block of 6th Avenue Southeast.  Police say he 
had six grams of heroin on him and 40 grams of marijuana.  
 
9-7  State health officials have launched a new offensive against the opioid epidemic. 
It's a website they are calling an "Opioid Dashboard." 
 
9-18 A Minnesota lawmaker is using his own heart-breaking story of loss... to try to save lives 
in our nation's opioid crisis.  Representative Dave Baker, from Wilmar, sent a letter to President 
Trump today asking him to designate the opioid epidemic as a public emergency.  In the letter he 
says, "Following the death of my son to an opioid addiction, I've worked tirelessly to prevent other 
families from going through what we did." 
 
9-19 Criminal charges are filed against a man and woman in Austin... after police investigated 
gunshots fired at a home over the weekend. Detectives found holes in a window and the walls of 
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a home at 910 11th Avenue Southwest in Austin after neighbors called them Sunday morning.  
Someone shot up the home the night before.  When they searched the house, police say they 
found 46 marijuana plants, a grow operation--leading them to search a second home on South 
Main Street where they found product. 

 
9-21 Rochester police responded to an area near Slatterly Park around 8 last night after a 
witness called for help.  She said a man had been drinking all day-- then collapsed.  After he hit 
the ground, the people around him reportedly took cigarettes and cash from his pockets-- then 
ran.  Gold Cross took the man to Mayo-Clinic Saint Marys in critical condition.  Police believe he 
may have had an overdose. 

 
9-21 People marched through the streets of Kasson this evening to raise awareness of drug 
addiction.  "Stage by Staige" is a new chemical dependency treatment center in Kasson.  It 
teamed up with Kasson Mantorville high school's Students Against Destructive Decisions group 
to host a recovery walk. 

 

 

LOCALLY/QMI PRODUCED PROGRAMMING 

KTTC-TV is very community-oriented and interested in community problems and 

issues. It devotes a considerable amount of its news time to the coverage of significant 

problems, needs and issues facing the community. KTTC has broadcast the following 

programming in response to the issues and programs during this quarter. 

 

 

• KTTC NewsCenter “Around Town” 

 Saturday 7:26am, 7:56am, 8:26am, 8:56am 

 Sunday 7:26am 

 “Around Town” is a 1:56 minute segment that has interviews with individuals in 

the community. These interviews provide information and discussion of events in the 

area, usually by non-profit organizations. 

 

2017 Around Town 3rd Quarter Schedule 
 
July 1 – Steele Magnolias; Great River Shakespeare Festival, Winona 
July 8 – Rockchester 
July 15  – Houston Hoe Down; The ARC Golf Tournament 
July 22 – Olmsted County Master Gardener Tour 
July 29 – Buffalo Bill Days; Stewartville Community Theatre 
 
August 5 – Brave Community Theatre, Gold Rush Days in Oronoco 
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August 12 – Rochester City Jass Fest; Gladiola Days, St. Charles 
August 19 – Pints for Paws; ABC Event “Learning to Drive” 
August 26 – Hesper-Mabel “Steam Engine Days”; Hope Lodge gala 
 
September 1 – Women’s Spirituality Conference;  Blooming Prairie 

Career Group 
September 9 – Bear Creek Services “Beers of the World”; Chili Challenge 

for Rochester Boys & Girls Club 
September 16 – Bear Cave BBQ Bash, Paws & Claws Charity Auction 
September 23 – History Alive in Lanesboro; Reading Center’s Bright Stars 

Dyslexia Dash 
September 30 – Bear Creek Services “Walk & Roll”; Fair Trade Market at 

Our Savior’s Lutheran, Rochester 
 

 
 

 

KTTC NewsCenter 

NewsCenter Today  Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00am 

NewsCenter at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30pm 

NewsCenter at Five  Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30pm 

NewsCenter at Five  Sunday   5:00-5:30pm 

NewsCenter at Six  Monday-Saturday 6:00-6:30pm 

NewsCenter at Ten  Sunday-Friday 10:00-10:35pm 

NewsCenter at Ten  Saturday  10:00-10:30pm 

 

 

SYNDICATED PROGRAMMING 

KTTC-TV has broadcast the following syndicated programming material in response to 

the problems and needs of our viewing area- 

 

• Ag Day Monday-Friday 4:00-4:30am 

 

 Daily syndicated program of agriculturally related topics. 

 

NETWORK (NBC) PROGRAMMING 
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KTTC has broadcast the following network programming which addresses many of the 

problems and needs of our viewing area. 

 

• Early Today Monday – Friday 4:30-5:00am 

•                               Sunday 3:00a-4:00a 

      As the first broadcast of the day on the NBC Network, “Early Today” provides a           

comprehensive look at the news that occurred overnight as well as previewing the 

day’s upcoming events 

 

• Today Show   Monday – Friday  7:00-11:00am 

     Saturday   7:00-9:00am 

     Sunday     7:00-8:00am 

A news program that provides the latest in international and domestic news, 

weather reports and interviews with newsmakers from the world of politics, 

business, media, entertainment and sports. 

 

• Meet The Press Sunday 8:00-9:00am 

 

NBC moderator interviews top newsmakers from the week 

 

• NBC Nightly News  Monday-Sunday  5:30-6:00pm 

 

Provides reports and analysis of the day’s most newsworthy national and 

international events. 

 

• Dateline  Various dates/times 

 

Prime-time news magazine program that comprises segments on a wide range of 

topics, including investigative reports, human-interest stories and newsmaker 

profiles. 

 

SHORT FORM PROGRAMMING 

KTTC demonstrates a strong commitment to our community by broadcasting public 

service announcements (PSA’s) for many area non-profit organizations. The PSA’s 

are listed below which aired during the quarter. Specific dates/times are not given 

here, but are available on request. 
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The following PSA’s ran during the 2nd quarter of 2017 

 

Third Quarter 2017 – KTTC Television 

Advertiser      Title       

Brains Together for a Cure    Brains Together for a Cure 

Brighter Tomorrows    Go for the Gold 2017 

Center City Housing    Empowerment Center/Gage East 

City of Rochester/Roch. Fire Dept.   Clock Tower 

Drunk Driving Drunk Driving and 

Me/Austin/Christopher  

Elder Network Generic PSA 

Family Service Roch/Meals on Wheels Generic/Minnewest Bank 

Got Your Six Support Veterans – Backs/Got Your Six 

Intercultural Mutual Assistance Assoc.  Pearl Gala 2017 

Kiwanis Club Kids Need/Last Straw/Picking 

Laketrails Base Camp Lake of the Woods Teen Camp 

Lions District 5M1 SEMN Join 

MADD Austin & Marcus 

Minnesota Department of Public Safety Generic 

My Happy Place Superhero 5K 

NAMI Southeast Minnesota NAMI Walk 2017 

National Association of Broadcasters We are Broadcasters 2017 

Out of the Darkness Suicide Prevention Walk 2017 

PossAbilities of Southern Minnesota Club 

Rochester Public Library Generic  

Rochester Repertory Theatre The Good Doctor 
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Ronald McDonald House Capital Campaign 2017/Donate/Pop 

Tabs 

Seasons Hospice LIVE & LOVE Affair Gala 2017 

Text to Speech Text to Speech 

The More You Know Arc 

Thursdays on First     Thursdays on First 

 


